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FOREWORD
It gives me pleasure to write a foreword for this

little  booklet,  as  the  message  it  contains  is  one  of
vital  impertance  to  all  the  saints.   Specially  so  in
these days when there is such a tuning away from
the Divine ideal of Assembly Disciphne.  The whole
trend of modern life with its sad drift from Divine
restraints  emphasizes  the  great  need  for  definite
Scriptural teaching for behevers  on  this important
subject, which affects the whole of our assembly life.
In the Assemblies every variety of character is found
and unless there is exercised unceasing and vigilant
care, trouble of some kind is sure to break out.  We
need  to  remember  that  "Holiness  becometh  Thine
house, 0 Lord, forever"  (Psa. 93:5), and we need to
learn how "Thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
House of God"  (1 Tim. 3:15).

Some persons are naturally of a hard unforgiving
spirit,  and  ever suspicious,  suppose  the  worst.   On
the other hand some persons would sacrifice truth,
cloak over sin, and allow their friends and relations
fun sway at the expense of holiness and discipline.
The harm done by either side has been incalculable,
for the scales of justice must be held in even and im-
partial hands.  Restoration to God and the mainten-
ance of holiness are the ends to be sought in au dis-
cipline.

These articles appeared in L6ght & Lf berty and
were  well  received  by  the  Lord's  people,  and  in
order that others may have the benefit of this sound
Scriptural teaching it has been decided to publish in
booklet form.

Our brother has rendered the Church of God an
excellent service and we beneve that God will use
this message to lead many  of the Lord's people  to
look at this matter in the  light  of the  teaching  of
God's Word.

JAMES F. SPINK,
Managing Editor, L€ght & Liberty



ASSEMBLY DISCIPLINE
Bg Jo:EN BLooRE, P.ainfictd, N. I.

I.   The Necessity for lt

DISCIPLINE considered in a broad way includesthe order and government which belongs to the
assembly.   To  rightly  appreciate  it we  need  to  ap-
prehend the true place and character of the assembly
according to the mind of God.  Primarily our subject
relates to the local assembly, for it is the company
which assembles, and to which belongs the respon-
sibility of maintaining godly order and government
in the Name of the Lord and according to His Word.
What the relation of other assemblies may be to the
disciplinary  action  of  any  local  assembly  will  be
considered in due course, but first let us think of the
necessity for discipline in the assembly.

This necessity arises from the place and character
which the assembly has in the mind o£ God.  By the
assembly we mean that company of people gathered
to the Lord's Name alone, and which seeks to con-
form its practice in all matters of fellowship together
to the instruction given in the Word o£ God.  That
discipline  according  to  that  Word  may  be  carried
out is one great reason why such companies are in
separation from the religious organizations o£ Chid+
tendom,  whatever their name, since  the  order and
government found in them is of human origin and
according to human expediency as a result of which
the divine order is set aside, bringing in confusion
and opening the door to many forms of evil.

Considering a company gathered on simple Scrip-
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tural lines we may think of discipline in the broad
sense as beginning with reception to such a company.
Reception is not to be thought of as conferring privi-
lege or giving place to the one received, but rather
our acknowledgment of the person's right to Chris-
tian privilege and place  (there being no Scriptural
disqualification) , and this particularly as expressed
in the Lord's Supper.  We receive as recognizing the
person received to be a sharer with us in eternal life
through faith in Christ, and as such a member of the
body of Christ, a member of Christ and our fellow-
member-the  only  kind  of  membership  the  New
Testament recognizes.  We do not receive because he
is  this  and  something  else,  be  the  name  however
honorable, or because of coming from a certain circle,
party,  or  sect,  but  simply  because  the  person  is  a
Christian-ne of Christ's own.  This does not mean
that we are to receive apart from, or as indifferent
to,  evidence which  confirms the  person's  own pror
fession, for as to this there is need of care, spiritual
discernment,  so  that  there  may  be  confidence  and
happiness in our reception of one another.   Clearly
only Christians are to sit down at the Supper.  It is
to be to God's glory.  That is not the place for be-
liever and unbeliever to be yoked together in pro-
fessed remembrance  of the Lord's death.   It is just
such ungodly mixture which characterizes the great
humanly  formed  religious  organizations  o£  Chris-
tendom,  and while  there  are  exceptions  in certain
local  "churches"  as  they  are  called  in  which  the"fundamentals"  are  guarded,  yet  in  such  more  or
less  independent  organizations  there  remain  other
features which operate to set aside the true discipline
or order of God's assembly.

Such a feature, out of which many comphcations
arise, is the position Of a clergymamrof giving to one
man  the  place  of  leadership  and  authority  in  the
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activities  of  a  so-called  "church."   This,  of  course,
is found in a variety of manifestations all the way
from the blackness of the Roman priesthood to the
evangelical "pastor" of some local and independent"church,''  nevertheless  the  thing  itself  encroaches
upon the headship of Christ,  the presidency  of the
Holy Spirit, and operates to the setting aside of the
simple Scriptural order of worship and ministry in
the Christian company.  However, let us who profess
to be in separation from this wrong principle be on
our guard.  We are not exempt from it finding mani-
festation among us, quite apart from the assumption
of place and title  (with the usually supposed superi-
ority  of  the  individual  because  of  education  and
ordimtion);  it  may  find  place  among  us  in  other
forms than that-by giving a certain local assembly
a superior place to others because certain men may
be in it, so that a power to influence and dominate
others  grows  up  in  connection  with  it,  weakening
local  responsibinty  in  smaller  and  less  favored  as-
semblies; or, by what has been called "the oversight,"
a group of men in an assembly assuming a virtual
dictatorship  in  its  affairs;  or,  by  giving  to  one  or
more  of  those  spoken  of  as  the  Lord's  servants  a
place  in  the  government  of  the  local  assemblies
which makes out of them a kind of superior court,
so that local assemblies fail to act simply in the fear
o£ God as under the Lordship of Christ, and the fear
of man,  directly or indirectly,  takes  its place.   The
history of the assemblies is not without sad evidence
of such inroads upon the Scriptural order of disci-
pline as it should be maintained in them and among
them.

We have touched upon the matter of reception,
but  another  feature  of  Scriptural  disciphne  in  its
broad meaning  is  that  of feeding  and shepherding
the flock  o£  God.   This  is  in  the  hands  of  various
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agencies  which  the  unscriptural  order  of  clerisy
either cripples in their manifestation or wholly sets
aside.  By this the beautiful order o£ Eph.  4: 7-16 is
nullified.  One man is put in the place of evangelist,
pastor, and teacher, and also leader in what is called
worship,  prayer,  and  service  generally-he  directs
and designates, instead of the Holy Spirit being ac-
corded  His  place  to  work  and  lead  among  God's
people as His Word teaches.

It is evident that there are distinct gifts from the
Head to distinct individuals in the body of Christ for
the purpose stated.  They are to perfect the saints for
the work of the ministry, so that the body may be
edified, building up itself in love by the supply from
the Head, dispensed through the various joints and
bands of IIis body, which is the assembly.

Then there are those called "bishops," or better,"overseers," who are also "elders," that is, the older
men;  and  "deacons."   Both  serve  in  the  gracious
work of care and ministry in the local assembly.

In all of this exercise of gift and ministry there
is no thought of ordination or of official place, rather
simply  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Lord's
people of those who so serve according to the Word
and under the working of the Holy Spirit.  If it is so
exercised,  it  will  contribute  to  the  exaltation  o£
Christ, the spiritual edification of the assembly, and
the maintenance of godliness in individual and col-
1ective relations.

While all of this might be greatly enlarged upon,
let us return to our first point, that of the necessity
for discipline.  Mindful of the confusion and evil that
has come in because of man's departure from God's
order and government, separation from the systems
of men becomes necessary if that order and govern-
ment is to be fouowed.  Only so can we rightly seek
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to express it in our fellowship together as Christians.
Without assuming to be what we cannot be in the
present broken and disordered state, for at best we
are a very small remnant in the midst of the break
up of things, nevertheless as being separated, and as
gathering  together  apart  from  human  name  and
system to the Lord's Name alone and with His Word
as our only guide, what that Word teaches us to be
His  mind  for  His  people  is  to  govern  us,  and  the
characters  He  gives  to  them we  are  to  seek to set
forth in our fellowship together.  It means that our
constant endeavor must be to learn and act accord-
ing to the Scriptural simplicity of fellowship as at the
be8iing.

Now at the beginning the Christians gathered as
such in companies in this place or that, it might be in
some one's house, or in a more public place as cir-
cumstances made possible. Such companies are called
"assemblies o£ God,'' ``of Christ," "of the saints." The
assembly of God at Corinth is  called His  "temple."
The Ephesians are spoken of as builded together for
an habitation o£ God through the Spirit, and in writ-
ing to Timothy who was with the assembly at Ephe-
sus, Paul refers to it as "the house o£ God."  These
expressions indicate what God's thoughts are about
His  called-out  company  in  this  place  or  that;  and
they indicate what is now to characterize us as those
seeking to respond in our manner of gathering to-
gether and fellowship as saints.  Though today refus-
ing the foolish pride of assuming or claiming to be
the assembly in this place or that, or of having the
Lord's table to the exclusion of other Christians who
meet  even  as  we  do,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that
meeting as we do it becomes  our privilege  and re-
sponsibility  to  seek  with  all  diligence  to  have  our
order and government agreeable to God, to Christ,
and to the fact of being those who are called saints.
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These expressions set up the standard, and according
to what they imply as to relationship, character, and
place  we  should  constantly  endeavor  to  shape  our
course  in  all  lowliness,  meekness,  and  forbearing
love, judging every proud thought or vain assump-
tion in view of what lies behind us and all around us.

The  assembly  is  not a  place  for  human  will  to
assert  itself, for human  wisdom  to  dictate,  for  the
flesh  to  be  auowed  manifestation,  for  wickedness,
moral  or  doctrinal,  to  be  suffered.   But  there  are
various fomis in which discipline is to be exercised,
whether it be in respect to the manner of worship
and  service  or  to  the  needs,  weaknesses,  failures,
and   sins   of   God's   people,   and   these   forms   we
hope to consider as we pursue our subject further.
Discipline  is  necessary  if  the  assembly  is  to  be  a
company  of people  in which  is manifested  what is
agreeable  to  God,  if  it  is  to  be  a  company  giving
expression to what is His mind as conveyed to us in
the terms He uses in connection with the assembly.
Certainly from such  a  company  the  lawlessness  of
nrm is to be shut out, and this may seek to intrude
in very plausible  or specious forms;  but not man's
will  but  God's  must  rule,  and  that  will  must  be
learned from IIis Word, to 6t we are to be subject in
all things.  True, this does not mean an easy path,
but rather one  of continual exercise  for which we
need both patience and courage.

May  the  Lord  grant  to  every  little  assembly,
wherever found, seeking to follow simple New Tes-
tament lines, more  grace,  wisdom,  and love to ex-
press the truth of God's thoughts for His gathered
people.

Now let us remember that in the discipline of the
assembly  God  calls  upon  His  people  to  recognize
those who exercise godly oversight.  In the assembly
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rule or government is to be exercised.  This work of
oversight is for elder men, as we have already men-
tioned-those of maturity, spirituality, and general
deportment as the Word requires  (1 Tim. 3; Tit. 1) .
Those who occupy themselves in such care for the
assembly are not told to claim a place,  or demand
submission,  but  the  Word  instructs  the  people  o£
God among whom they serve to accord recognition
to  them.   Compare  Heb.13:7,17,  24;  1  Tim.  5:17;
1 Pet. 5: 1-5.  The te]rm "bishop" or "overseer" indi-
cates the kind of work done,  the  term  "elder" the
kind of person who is to do it.

But  what  constitutes   the   work   of   oversight?
Surely  much  more  than  sitting  in  on  a  brothers'
monthly or business meeting for the discussion and
disposal of certain matters concerning the assembly
-meetings which sometimes call for the utmost ex-
ercise  of patience,  care,  and  mutual  consideration,
it  is  true;  but  oversight  means  much  more  than
simply being together on such  occasions.   It means
watchful  care  as  to  all  that  concerns  the  flock  of
God, and this calls for personal devotedness, service,
and  serf-sacrifice.   The  sick  need to be  visited,  the
poor  helped,  the  sorrowing  comforted,  the  weak
strengthened, the wayward sought after;  and when
indifference  or  coldness has  crept in,  or peace has
been disturbed and alienation come in, or when in
personal walk there is that which does not become
the  gospel  o£  Christ  either  in  conduct  within  the
assembly or as before the world-in all of this there
is need for grace  and wisdom to know how to act
and to speak the word in season.

In  all of such  service,  and  especially when the
necessity is for some form of public assembly action,
there is constant need for prayerful exercise before
the Lord to discern between the clean and the un-
clean.  All fleshly, selfish feelings and motives need
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to  be  judged.   The  energy  and  way  of  the  flesh,
reinforced by pride of knowledge, cannot work the
will of the Lord.  It is as strange fire in the house of
God and must suffer rebuke.  When failure or sin is
being dealt with, the spirit of mouming and confes-
sion becomes us  (1 Cor.  5: 2;  Ezra 9) , the eating of
the  sin-offering  in  the  holy  place   (Lev.  10)-that
bearing of sin upon the hearts into the presence of
God,  suffering  because  of  the  sorrow  and  pain  it
causes, and the injury and shame it brings;  feeling,
indeed,  how  Christ  is  wounded  and  pained  in  a
member.  Thus only will undue harshness and sever-
ity, or unjust discrimination be excluded from such
solemn work as  rebuking  or  judging  sin in  others.
Hands  under fleshly  impulse  or  control  cannot use
the  balances  of  the  sanctuary  to  the  Lord's  honor
(Lev.  10: 8-11) .

Then  when  it  is  discipline  which  the  assembly
must enact, we need to remember that God's assem-
bly is not a court of justice.  We are not to assume a
judicial  character,  as  though  it  was  a  question  of
right  to  exercise  discipline  or  judgment.    Rather
should  such  circumstances  compel  deep  sorrow,  as
recognizing we are obliged to exercise it. If the father
of a family finds it necessary to put his son out of his
house lest he corrupt it, would not this be cause for
weeping  and  mourning,  for  sorrow  of  heart,  as  a
shame and dishonor to the family? Little would they
tak about it; others out of love to spare them would
also refrain.  We cannot think of the other children
saying, ``We have a right to help our father in turn-
ing  our  brother  out  of  the  house."   Is  not  putting
away to our common shame?  Is it not anguish and
sorrow? Does it not invariably come from our failure
in godly pastoral care, and loving watchfuhess and
faithful sohcitude for another's welfare?

To exercise discipline in a manner suited to God,
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the assembly needs to be brought to see the sin of
the individual as the sin of the assembly. The Apostle
pressed this upon the Corinthians-the sin and the
evil-doer are amo7tg t/o",. t/e have not moumed; put
away from among  yourselves  (1  Cor.  5).  Thus he
would  lead  them  to  the  conviction  that  the  sin  is
theirs, as well as that of the man.  In the case of the
Corinthians we see the example of much patient and
loving labor on the part of the Apostle, and of Timor
thy and Titus who went there to bring about unani-
mity  of  exercise,  out  of  which  would  come  godly
action in the energy of the Holy Spirit.  Thus they
were led to deal  with  the  sin as  their oto7., not as
sitting in judgment, going through a judicial process,
but, as deeply humbled and broken in spirit, clearing
themselves of what had become their own sin, as in
grace they ate the sin-offering and confessed in the
spirit of Daniel, "We have sinned."  What they then
were forced to do to the offender they would feel as
done to themselves. The energy of the Spirit is shown
in patient labor to bring saints to this place of moum-
ing according to God, and then to take action.  See
2 Cor. 7:7-13.  In this, have we not too often failed?
When  action  is  based  on  supposed  right  to  judge,
usually the energy of the flesh will be found at work,
then  the  assembly  is  spiritually  weak.   Judgment
executed  in  that  manner  may  only  weaken  more,
because the right spirit of exercise is lacking, though
there  may be  much  indignation.   When  this  is the
case, it is small wonder there is little power to re-
cover and restore.  Let us remember that restoration
is the object to be always kept in view whatever the
form of disciphne exercised.  If the desire for this is
lacking, our attitude is not right, and our manner of
action will have elements of failure in it even though
correct in form.
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IE exercise of godly discipline and the spirit o£
submission to it depends upon the maintenance

in the assembly of a gracious and faithful ministry' of
God's  Word  by  which  the  saints  are  nourished  in
their spiritual life, their hearts encouraged, and their
faith strengthened,  so that they grow up to Christ
in all things  (Eph. 4:15) .

Our assemblies should be the place of pasture for
God's people where  the Shepherd's  voice  is  heard,
and His bountiful provision dispensed through those
whom  He  has  specially  gifted,  or  those  to  whom
under His direction the Spirit gives the word Of wis-
dom,  or  of knowledge,  or  faith  for  the  meeting  o£
special needs or conditions as they arise.  Here the
great principle to govern is:  "Let all things be done
unto edifying"  (1  Cor.  14:26;  see vs.  3, 5, 12,17;  Col.
2:19; Eph. 4:16) .  "If any man speak, let him speak as
the oracles of God; if any man minister  (a very gen-
eral term) , let him do it as of the ability which God
giveth..  that  God  in  drl  things  may  be   gtorifted
through  Jesus  Christ,  to  Whom  be  praise  and  do-
minion for ever and ever"  (1 Peter 4:11) .  In the as-
sembly, though not there only, but there certainly,
the great object should be that God may be glorified.
This will be true of the assembly as a whole for all
eternity  (Eph. 3:21) , and even now each local assem-
bly  should  be  the  company  in  which  this  glorious
issue has a present manifestation as a testimony be-
fore the world and heavenly powers of the truth and
grace of God, His order and government for His peo-
ple  (Eph. 3:10) . This is a high and holy calling, great
in privilege and responsibility, and we are to think
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of the assembly and its discipline in the light of it,
and seek grace to conform to it.

The things of which we speak can only be prop-
`          erly  expressed  in  the  power  of  love,  divine  love

working  in  us.   This  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  by
which through the Word first of all the flesh in us
individually is judged and refused a place, and then
our every service toward  our fellow-members ren-
dered in that energy of love which puts the will of
God and the glory of Christ first.  It will lead us in
nothing to spare ourselves that their spiritual good
may be realized in the fullest measure possible. How
much this means  in the  way  of  deep soul-exercise
before  God,  in prayers  unceasing,  in  conflict  with
evil within oneself and without in others and also as
found  in  the  world,  the  things  of  which  so  often
assail God's people!  This will surely promote meek-
ness,  lowliness,  longsuffering,   loving  forbearance,
forgiveness,  gentleness,  by  which  alone  all  service
and ministry,  brotherly  care  and  oversight,  in the
assembly can be made truly effectual in promoting
godliness  and  spiritual  growth.   Here  harshness  of
word or manner,  unkindly actions,  undue  severity
(sometimes thought to be the way to show we are
faithful  and  righteous,  or  standing  for  principle,
when in reality it is giving rein to the flesh) ;  and
speaking abo"t one another rather than to one an-
other when things may need correction or reproof;
and  imputation  of  wrong  motives  or  suspicion  o£
what has not come to light-all such things should
not be given place among us for they only serve to
break up instead of build up.  The assembly is not to
be made to suffer from a display of human selfish-
ness, place-seeking, fleshly ways and will, the wrath
of  man,  his  lording  it  over  his  fellow,  partiality,
pride Of place or station in hie.  Such things are de-
structive of discipline in the assembly;  where they
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are  at  work  godly  order  and  government  are  not
promoted and soon disappear.

Every brother and sister in the assembly, though
differing in the grace  bestowed,  in the  measure  of
faith, in the ability given, should nevertheless have
before  them  the  welfare  and  spiritual  good  of  the
assembly, and be exercised in heart as to filling their
phce.  The figure of the body with its many mem-
bers,  each actively  contributing  to  the  good  of the
whole, is what we are to keep before us as apphcable
to the functioning of the assembly.

We  have  been  referring  to  what  is  general  in
character, but in this matter of discipline there is in
particular the work of oversight-a sphere  of care
and labor in which those fitted for it are surely to
serve in that spirit of love already mentioned.

In Scripture nothing of official place is attached
to the work of oversight.  It is rather the matter of
the  Lord's  people  recognizing  those  among  them
who,  being  elders,  have  that  moral  standing  and
those spiritual qualifications  indicated  in the Word
which mark them as  fit for the  work  of oversight.
To it should be brought the best of moral and spin-
itual qualities, and these exercised after the manner
of a shepherd who watches and cares for the sheep-
feeding,  guarding,  leading,  correcting,  reproving  in
the  love  that  seeks  not  one's  own  things  but  the
other's  good.   The  under-shepherd  is  to  be  of  the
mind  and  spirit  of  the  chief  Shepherd.   Then  will
they  be  as  men  who  lay  down  their  lives  for  the
brethren-a thing not to be true of them only but of
us  all  as  brethren  (1  John  3:16-18).   He  the  chief
Shepherd, does not use the rod of iron in His assem-
bly, that is reserved for another sphere of action, but
too often it seems to have been taken up by us in the
work of discipline; this can only wound, smash, and
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scatter, bringing sorrow and dishonor.  He uses the
basin and towel, and says: "I have given you an ex-
ample,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  done  to  you"
(John 13:15) .  Blessed, ever gracious, holy and true
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  souls,  lead  us  more
fully in Thy ways!  Then will it be true of the assem-
blies that they have ``rest," and are "edified," "wauc-
ing in the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the
Holy  Spirit,"  and  they  will  be  "multiplied"   (Acts
9:31) .

®

W             IH.  Its Various Forms
E HAVE dwelt somewhat on the work of over-
sight  because  if  that  is  rightly  exercised  it

will   often  serve   to  prevent   those   developments
which require  other forms of discipline.   Oversight
work as we have been considering it is individual in
character, and generally speaking is of a private na-
ture as not being brought to the attention of the as-
sembly.   It  is  thus  that  in  love  we  are  to  seek  to
cover sins, effecting self-judgment and recovery, and
so not needlessly  exposing the  erring one,  for that
may  only  prevent  the  desired  result  and  harden
rather than soften the heart.  Often in this way one
is saved from greater failure.  But we must now con-
sider some specific forms of discipline.

1.  Disorderly Wan
If disobedience to the Word of God shows itself

in disorderly walk,  the  discipline  enjoined  is with-
drawal from active association with the disobedient
person  (1 Thess. 5:14; 2 Thess. 3:6-16) .  In these pas-
sages the ``unruly" or "disorderly" really mean, those
who are o%t of Zfne.  This discipline is still individual
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action, though in the nature of things it may become
of a more public character since others may observe
and inquire.  Though this take place, care should be
exercised  to  limit  the  matter  as  much  as  possible,
that  it  be  not  spread  abroad  by  report  or  gossip,
making the work of recovery still more difficult.  A
point to guard is that the disorder is not a matter of
one's own judgment, but that it is such in the light of
Scripture.  It is walk contrary to the instruction re-
ceived from the apostles, and of which they were the
living expression.  "Ye ought to follow  (or, imitate)
us."  We are to make no provision for the flesh to
fulfill its lusts  (Rom.13:14).  In Thessalonians idle-
ness  is  particularly  referred  to,  a  thing  that  may
open the door to grave evils; but doubtless a general
principle  is  given  to  us,  for  disorderly  walk  may
show itself in the associations formed, the company
kept and the places frequented, by which there is in
evidence a manner o£ life not becoming the gospel
of Christ.  Such persons, after exhortation and ad-
monition,  need  to  feel  that  we  cannot  enjoy  their
company  because  of  ways  which  grieve  the  Holy
Spirit.   (Compare  1 Tin.  5:13;  1 Pet. 4:15.)

2.  Rebuke Before All
"Them that sin  (lit. `are sinning'; it is the present

participle,  6.e.,  those  found  going  on  in  a  sinful
course; it ts manifested, not as of the past, but going
on in the present)  rebuke  (or, `convict';  the word
means put to shame)  before all,  that the rest also
may  have  fear,"  as  it  should  read   (1  Tim.  5:20).
Here it is evident we go beyond anything previously
considered.  The sinning here must be Of such a na-
ture that it affects the public testimony, for it calls
for pubnc conviction and reproof that the rest may
have a due sense of the holiness which becomes those
who  constitute  God's  house.   This  necessarily  pre-
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supposes that the matter is brought into the light, es-
tablished as true, and then rebuked before au, it has
gone beyond being a matter for simply private ac-
tion.  Perhaps an illustration of this may be found in
Paul's withstanding  o£ Peter before  all  (Gal.  2:11-
14) .  As that chapter shows, Peter's action seriously
affected the  truth  of the gospel,  and led  others in
like dissimulation.*  Then too, one who was not sub-
ject to private admonition and from whom we had to
withdraw our  company may  readily fall into such
sinning as requires public rebuke.  The solemn and
serious  character  of  such  action  should  be  deeply
felt, and should be carried out with a very real sense
of sorrow and in such a way as to promote self-judg-
ment not only in the offender, but in all who hear, as
it is said, "that the rest also may have fear."

3.  Restoration W'hen Overtaken in a Fault
(Gal.  6:1, 2)

This presents another aspect of discipline, appn-
cable indeed to any case of sin, even when the ex-
treme action of putting away has been necessary as
2  Cor.  2:7,8   would   indicate,   while   2  Cor.  7:6-11
shows the spirit which should characterize all in the
assembly under such circumstances.

It may be well, however, to look more closely at
this passage, for the word "fault" may lead some to
think it is a small thing which is in view.  This is not
so, as a closer study of the language will show and
hence the warrant for its application to any case of
sin.

In  this  passage  the  word  "fault"  is  pamptoma,

glory.
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rendered  "trespasses"  in  the  Gospels;  used  of  Ad-
am's  ``offence"  in  Rom.  5;  o£  Israel's  ``fall"  in Rom.
11:11,12;  ``sius" in Eph.  1:7, 2:5, Col.  2:13;  ``trespass-
es"  in  2  Cor.  5:19,  Eph.  2:1,  Col.  2:13;   "faults"  in
James 5:16.  Of this word, Trench says, "It is the fall-
ing where one should have stood upright."  Vincent
says,  ``It is a conscious  violation of right,  involving
guilt, and  occurs  therefore,  in  connection with  the
mention  of  forgiveness   (Rom.  4:25;  5:16;  Col.  2:13;
Eph. 2:1, 5)  .  .  .  it carries with it the thought of sin
affecting  the  sinner,  and  hence  is  found  associated
with the consequences and the remedy of sin  (Rom.
4:25;  5:15,17;  Eph.  2:1) " .  Attention is  called to this
to  show  that  the  Spirit  of  God  has  more  in  mind
than is conveyed by the English word "fault" which
we think of as "a slight offence, a neglect of duty or
propriety, resulting from inattention or lack of pru-
dence rather than from design to injure  or offend,
but liable to cerrsure or objection." In Biblical Greek
the  word  carries  the  thought  of  intention,  of  will.
Then,  "overtaken"  does  not  mean  detected  671  the
act, but surprised bu the fa,ult itself .  DeaLn Howson
remarks,   "The   language   in  the  original   is  very
strong, and literally means, `if he be even caught, so
that there is no possibility of escape  or excuse.'   A
case   of  flagrant,   unquestionable  ill-doing  is  sup-
posed.„

One so caught by sin is to be "restored," in the
sense that this word signifies, readjust, set to rights,
bring into )£me.  The idea conveyed is that Of ¢djust-
memt-the putting of all the parts into right relation
and connection.  We find it used of mending the nets
(Matt.  4:21) ,  o£  Christians  being  ``perfectly  joined
together"  (1  Cor.1:10),  of  being  "perfect"  (2  Cor.
13:11),  and  so  in  the  general  serrse  of  perfectiwg
(Matt.  21:16;  Luke  6:40;  1  Thess.  3:10).   In medical
language  it is  used  of setting  a bone  or joint.   This
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helps to show the line of service intended.  The lov-
ing labor this indicates is needful to a greater or less
degree in every case of sin, and this surely has its
application,  as  already  suggested,  to  those  serious
cases contemplated in 1 Cor. 5.

Those specially called to the exercise of this re-
storing ministry are the "spiritual"-those whom we
have spoken of as doing the work of oversight in the
assembly,  those  whose  spirit  and  manner  o£  life
mark them as fitted to deal with evil in a godly way
and restore the soul.

Beautifully  the  exhortation  follows:  "Bear  one
another's  burdens."   Here  the  word  for  "burdens"
primarily refers to mo+rat infirmities and errors, and
the sorrow, shame,  remorse which they awaken in
the offender.  Is not this one way of eating the sin-
offering, in doing which we surely will be led to con-
sider  ourselves?   This  will  promote  that  spirit  of
meekness, the fruit of the Spirit  (Gal.  5:23) , so es-
sential to the labor of restoration here enjoined.

Very briefly now, let us consider three other pas-
sages which present forms of discipline.

4.  A Man That Is a Heretic  (Titus 3:10, 11)

In its Scriptural usage, the word for heretic dces
not mean a person who teaches false doctrines, that
is,  one  fundamentally  unsound,  though  this  might
develop, but one in self-will pressing his own opin-
ions or specious teaching.  This brings in the serious
danger of schism in the assembly.  "Putting away" is
not prescribed here,  but admonitions.   If these  are
not heeded, he  is  to  be  shunned,  "have  done  with
such."  Obedience here  would effectually check di-
visions among the people of God.  Such a man could
not bring it about  without followers.  Then  by re-
peated insubjection to admonition, he manifests his
real state, he "is subverted," better "perverted," and
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this impnes a spiritual pride which turns out of the
way, he sins and thereby stands self-condemned.  It
may be supposed that such a man would go out of
the assembly because he  could not impose  upon it
his own will and way, yet since putting away is not
prescribed he might choose to keep his place in it for
some reason.  If so, he would certainly be put under
public rebuke,  silenced as to public activity in the
assembly, and no company kept with him.

5.  Makers o£ Divisions and Occasions o£ Famng
(Ron. 16:17, 18)

Without a doubt this links closely with the pre-
ceding case.  It is what a heretical man will seek to
do,  gather  around  himself  those  who  will  support
him in his own opinions, with the result that dissen-
sion and division will follow. Thus schism made with-
in leads to division, the disaffected go out that they
may have their own way.  This course of action gives
occasion for stumbling, it is contrary to the doctrine
we have learned.  That doctrine teaches us to pre-
serve unity and not foster division, it only enjoins
separation from iniquity.  Those who separate them-
selves from their brethren to follow their own pro-
ferred opinion or form of teaching are makers of di-
vision.   We  are  to  leave  them  to  their  self-chosen
course.  What is said here applies to those who lead
in such work.  Primarily this verse would appear to
refer to those who had  created division elsewhere.
Should they come to Rome, the Apostle directs the
Christians there to avoid them-``not only keep out
of their way, but remove from it if you fall in with
them," as the real force of the term is.

6.  Personal Trespass  (Matt.  18:15-18)
In this case let us first be sure that the trespass is

not of the nature which love would lead us to for-
give and pass over rather than take up, for in many
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things we all offend.  Evidently it is sin of such a na-
ture as may affect the fellowship of the assembly, to
which  the  matter  may  be  finally  referred.   1  Cor.
6:1-8 may serve as an example.  They were aggravat-
ing the wrong by going before the unjust, instead of
their brethren, as Matt. 18 directs.  In any case the
object is to recover the brother,  and produce self-
judgment. Should such a matter be carried to the as-
sembly and nothing result, the case becomes a seri-
ous one, calhng for that personal attitude which the
Lord  enjoins.   It seems plain that the  Lord has  in
view sin which may finally call for rebuke before all.

Let  us  remind  ourselves  that  the  course  here
prescribed is to be followed in the spirit which the
whole chapter inculcates, that o£ lowliness, serf-judg-
ment,  seeking  love,  and  readiness  to  forgive+not
that of harshness, legality, and exaction.  In the light
of this it does not seem that the Lord intended to set
a limit as to how often we are to visit, either pri-
vately  or  with  others,  nor how long  we may wait
before the third step is taken.  Plainly for each case
there will be need for wisdom and grace to act in a
suited manner, so that we are compelled to feel our
dependence  upon  the  Lord  and  the  Holy  Spirit.
Scripture gives much which shows how our blessed
God patiently waits, suffers long, labors in giving re-
peated witness to the  erring,  and only judges as a
last resort.  This is our example in dealing with evil,
for we are to be imitators of Him as dear children.
Through patient waiting on both sides, hearts will
be searched, consciences exercised, while such labor
lasts.  It is well to keep in mind that we are never
out of a path of faith for which the Word alone can
fumish us.  We are not governed by so many rules
and regulations,  but by moral and spiritual condi-
tious in which we are to seek a right way to use and
apply the Word of God.



IV.  Moral Wickedness
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away from among ourselves.  They are fomls of dis-
cipline not involving exclusion from the Lord's sup-
per as  in  1  Cor.  5.   This  does  not  appear involved
even in the case of the heretical man, or the case of
personal trespass as given in Matt. 18, though doubt-
less in such cases no company is kept with them that
they may be  ashamed  (C£.  2  Thess.  3:14;  Tit.  2:8).
Those referred to in Rom. 16:17, 18 appear to be peo-
ple  who  have  gone  out,  creating  division  in  their
own interests.  As having so acted, it is not a ques-
tion  of  excluding  them,  they  exclude  themselves,
they virtually cut themselves off.  Evidently it was
just such action that the Apostle wished the Judaiz-
ing teachers would take when he says in reference
to them, "I would they would even cut themselves
off who throw you into confusion"  (Gal.  5:12, New
Traus.) .

In  the  discipline  of  putting  away  from  among
ourselves as in 1  Cor.  5, we have the most solemn
and serious of all disciplinary measures.  This is ac-
tion which cannot be taken by an individual, nor by
any group of individuals, it is not the action of the
elders or those exercising oversicht, however true it
is that they have a very large share of responsibihty
resting  upon them,  but  it  is  the  assembly  as  such
which is called upon to act when such a case arises
in their rfudst.

Read 1 Corinthians 5:11-13.
In applying this Scripture, the prime necessity is

for  the  assembly   to  be  sure   that  the  person  is
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"wicked."  They are not called upon to put away any
one else.  To so deal with every offender would be
sadly wrong, for as we have seen there are various
forms of discipline.  Let us see what it means to be
„wicked.„

The word for wicked is po7teros, and it signifies
the active exercise of the vicious disposition and de-
sires, not merely a single act, but a positive injurious
activity,  a  living  in sin.   By  this  the person places
himself, at least outwardly, in the class of those who
have no  inheritance  in  the  kingdom of Christ and
God  (Eph. 5:5;  1 Cor. 6:9, 10) , passages which men-
tion the same evils as denounced in 1 Cor. 5.  Such a
person  belongs  not  "within,"  but  "outside"  where
God judges.  There he must be put, awaiting the re-
sults which may come from the extreme discipline.
Such wickedness virtually raises the question as to
whether the pe,rson is a child of God.  If godly sor-
row and repentance ensue, the assembly may have
assurance, so that love may be confirmed in forgive-
ness and restoration to Christian privileges.

This  fomi  of  discipline  has  been  exercised  at
times in a way utterly contrary to Scripture, and to
which  the  stigma  of  unrighteousness  properly  be-
longs.   It has  been  used  to  get rid  of some  person
who was a trouble in the assembly, perhaps was a
real cause of trial in one way or another, but who
did not belong in the category of "wicked."  In such
a case the desire to get rid of the troublesome mem-
ber seems to take root all too easily.  Then amputa-
tion, rather than treatment and  healing,  may soon
take place; it seems the quick and easy way.  A show
of anger with rash and harsh speech takes place, that
furnishes  the  occasion for a  charge  Of rainng,  and
out the person goes, with many thinking, if not say-
ing, "good riddance," and never thinking of restora-
tion.   Such  procedure,  more  than  once  enacted  as
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Scriptural  discipline,  is  a  dishonor  to  the  Lord,  a
grief to the Holy Spirit, and of serious damage to the
spiritual welfare  of the assembly.   Surely such ac-
tion would not be taken, if the real force of 1 Cor. 5
were apprehended.  It is worth while to examine its
terms more closely.

Returning to the term "wicked"  (pot.eros, Gk.) ,
we find this adjective means first oppressed by toils,.
then fn a bad case, or pl6ght, from which it runs into
the sense of morozzy bad  It is related to the word
pono8 which means hard, t7dyorous labor-battle, for
instance-so po7ieros, in a moral sense, indicates ¢c-
t€t7e  wickedness,  dangerous  dest"ct€t>e.   Satan  is
called  the  wicked  (po?'ueros)  one.   It  means  to  be
malignant, and so manifesting extreme malevolence
or  enmity,  viciously  bent  on  doing  harm  or  evil
(From Vincent and Green) .

Six characters of wickedness are mentioned.  The
real force  of some  of them need  definition that it
may be more clearly seen who fan into the category
o£ "wicked."

Thus the word for "covetous" and ``covetousness"
implies  more  than  we  may  usually attribute  to  it.
This becomes evident from a comparison of passages
in which it is used.  The covetous man desires and
seeks  to take away  what another possesses.*   It is
the lust of having, not confined to gain, an unfawhl
desire to possess oneself of something in oppasition
to  good  morals,  for  example  in  1  Thess.  4:6   (de-
fraud) ;  Eph.  4:19,  "to  work  all  uncleanness  with
greediness";  Eph.  5:3,  "But fornication and all  un-
cleanness,  or  cot)etous7iess",.  v.  5,  "cot>eto«s  man,
who is an idolater"; Col. 3:5, "cot)etousmes8, which is
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idolatry";  in these cases "unbridled lust" would be
the  better  rendering.   Compare  also  2  Pet.  2:3,14.
the person here  referred  to  is  one  plainly  charac-
terized by unbridled desire for that which does not
belong of right to him.

A  "railer"  (lo€doros),  or  "reviler"  as  in  1  Cor.
6:10, is an abusive person, one who attacks with vile
abuse, who  is  guilty  of slander  or  vituperation,  in
short, a blackguard.

A  "drunkard,"  used  also  in  1  Cor.  6:10,  means
one who is a sot, one habitually under the influence
of strong drink.

An "extortioner," again used in 1 Cor. 6:10, and
see  the  use  Of  this  term  in  Matt.  7:15,  "rat7ewi.ng
wolves";  Luke  18:11,  "extortioners."   It  means  one
living by preying on others, and that with the idea of
violence or unlawiul methods; "rapacious" would be
the better word to use.

Now it is the one called a brother who is found
pursuing a course  of conduct such as indicated by
any  of  these  terms  who  is  to  be  put  away  from
among  ourselves.   And  this  means  not  only  from
participation in the Lord's Supper, but even in the
matter Of an ordinary meal.  "With such an one no
not to eat."  We are not to entertain such, or be en-
tertained by them, we are not to have social inter-
course lest it be construed to mean we have sympa-
thy with the evil-doer.  The other occurrences of the
word here used for eating with (s"nesth€o) serve to
show what is implied  (compare Luke 15:2;  Acts 10:
41;   11:3;   Gal.   2:12).   Doubtless  exception  to  this
would be allowed on behalf of those who were mem-
bers of the Christian household to which the wicked
person might belong.  In the nature of the case their
action would not be justly subject to misunderstand-
ing, but still any such action beyond that necessi-
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tated by the immediate human relationship of such
an  one  should  be  avoided  in  view  of  the  deeply
serious and shameful circumstances contemplated in
1 Cor. 5:11-13.

These considerations serve to show that this ex-
treme form of discipline is in relation to what is o£
such a glaring and shameful character that there can
be no question as to its wickedness and so no suspi-
cion or criticism that the action taken is unduly se-
vere.  In a previous chapter we have considered the
attitude which  should  accompany  the  necessity for
such action.

As to procedure, it seems evident that upon re-
ports of such evil existing it would become the im-
mediate concern of those who exercise oversight in
the  assembly.   It  becomes  their  responsibility  to
make inquiry, that the truth may be established be-
yond question, and then to present the matter to the
assembly for judgment.  This should be done with-
out needlessly bringing  in details  which may have
been uncovered in the course of private inquiry, for
to have to do with evil in any form is defiling, and
calls for that washing of water by the Word lest its
effects spread and our spiritual sensibilities become
dulled.   The  danger  of  treating  even  such  serious
things in too much of a matter-o£-fact manner is al-
ways present, and to be guarded against.

Here let us return to what we considered in ref-
erence  to  Gal.  6:1,2.   The  terms  of  that  passage
would indicate that one might fall into some  overt
act which would have the appearance of wickedness
such as we have just considered.  Such a case would
not  call  for  immediate  putting  away  which  is  for
cases where a course of evil conduct is uncovered so
that it is seen to be a habit of lfe rather than an
overt act.  Now if one in the assembly falls in this
way, what is the procedure?  It is a case for the spin-
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itual, those who being such exercise oversight, and,
as we have pointed out, the passage clearly indicates
the  line  of their work.   But  we  suggest  that  upon
disclosure of such a "fault" or act of sin, and in view
of its nature, grave concern would be aroused as to
whether  there  was  not  a  co%rse  of  sin  being  fol-
lowed.  This being so, may not the procedure to fol-
low be indicated, typically, in the case of leprosy?

Doubtless it is right to consider leprosy as a type
of active injurious wickedness, like that o£ I Cor. 5.
Thus the shutting out of the leper may answer to the
putting away of that chapter.  The fact that the leper
must be left to God, man being powerless,  and his
being  out  of  the  camp,  clearly  suggests  the  place
outside where God judges  (1 Cor. 5:12,13) .

In the priestly examination of suspected leprosy,
the determining features were the hair turned white
and the spot deeper than the skin, showing the evil
actively at work, it is deep-seated, it is leprosy, and
the person must  be  shut out  of the  camp.   On the
other hand, if the spot when looked upon is "white,"
but does not look deeper than the skin, and the hair
is not turned white, the person is shut ap, not ottt,
until further investigation is made.  Here "white" is
evidently the sign of evil at work.  If as a result of
the investigation, it is seen that what was white be-
comes "dull" and it is not found to spread, the person
is not leprous, and he washes his clothes-a neces-
sity, however, which intimates that some form Of un-
cleanness has been there, though not leprosy.  To be"dull" suggests that what at first appeared intense in
character had died down, and since it did not spread
it did not characterize the person, his life was not so
characterized.  This, it would seem, might apply to a
man overtaken in some offence as in Gal. 6, and our
procedure in such cases where the offence is Of the
serious  nature  already  intimated  may  find  typical
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illustration  in the  several  instances  of shutting  up
mentioned in Leviticus.

We have noted  two courses  of action-shutting
out and shutting "p.  We have seen what the former
signifies.  The latter commences only after prelimi-
mary  examination,  and  continues  only  during  the
time  of priestly  investigation.   It is not  deprit7otion
of place,  as  though  one  was already pronounced a
leper.  It is €m)estdyatio" of the condition.   In Israel
this  would  appear  to  mean  some  measure  of  re-
straint as to usual activities, and also confine the sus-
pect to his own quarters pending the result of the
investigation.

Now  to  apply  the  lesson:   Remember  that  we
have been thinking of an act of sin, as contemplated
in Gal. 6,  but the character of which would arouse
concern as to whether the person may not be fouow-
ing a course Of wickedness.  It is then that the "spir-
itual," who have his restoration in view, would be
responsible to search and see if it be so, and during
the time necessary for this inquiry the fitting thing
would be to have the person absent himself from As-
sembly meetings.  Such an act of sin would involve
some measure of public reproach, and the effect of
this in relation to the honor of the Lord's Name and
so of the assembly testimony must not be forgotten.
But in all of this there is the greatest possible need
for  wisdom  and  grace  exercised  in  a  priestly  and
pastoral way, so that there may be no unkind or bit-
ter feelings aroused in any concerned and no open-
ing given for the enemy to gain an advantage, par-
ticularly with the one who has sinned.

If  the  offence  is  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant``shutting  up"  in  the  way  we  have  suggested,  let
such  discipline  be  guarded  from  abuse  through  a
wrong  spirit  or  misunderstanding  as  to  its  real
meaning on the part of any one in the assembly.  It
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should be clearly understood that it is not the act of
putting away as in 1 Cor. 5, and applies only to the
time necessary to determine the true nature of the
case under investigation.  If that is carried on in the
right way it should result in restoration, and there
the matter would end;  or else uncover what would
require assembly action.

•`.\                            ,

V.  Doctrinal Wickedness

HAVE  considered  moral  wickedness,  but
here is also doctrinal wickedness.  Direct ref-

erence to such evil does not appear in 1 Cor. 5, un-
less we think of including it in the term ``idolater"-
an idol worshipper.  As to idolatry we are told that
the things sacrificed to idols are in reality sacrificed
to demons  (1 Cor.10:20)-vil spirits energized by
Satan who promote false religious systems.  Now we
may  not  be  in  immediate  danger  of  idolatry  as
known in the Greek and Roman world, and as still
prevalent  in  what  Christendom  calls  heathendom,
though some of the cults of the latter are now find-
ing a place within the bounds of the former, but in
any  case  it  is  those  same  evil  spirits  which  have
been and are active in the propagation of doctrines
subversive of the faith once dehvered to the saints.

``Now the  Spirit speaketh  expressly, that in the
latter times some shall depart  (or, apostatise)  from
the  faith,  giving heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doc-
trines  of  devils  (demons) ;  speaking  lies  in hypoc-
risy"  (1 Tim. 4:1,  2) .  Compare also 2 Pet. 2:1, 2.

We  have  examples  of  such  wickedness  in  doc-
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trines which deny the full deity of Christ;  His real,
full,  and  sinless  humanity;  His  sacrificial  work  as
being atonement and the only basis of salvation for
sinful ruined man; His bodily resurrection; His per-
sonal and visible second coming, for the saints and
with the saints in power and glory.  These are fea-
tures of apostacy, with much more of an evil charac-
ter, found in such cults as Christian Science, Russel-
ism,  Seventh  Day  Adventism,  Christadelphianism,
Spiritism,  Theosophy,  New Thought,  Unitarianism,
Universalism, Restorationism, Annihilationism, Mod-
ernism.   Such  systems  of  doctrine  are  wicked,  the
product of deceiving spirits, the teachings of demons.
Viewed in this light their votaries  are idolaters,  as
are the people engaged in what is commonly called
idolatry.    "Children   keep   yourselves   from  idols"
(1 John 5:21).  If one called a brother becomes the
propagator  of any  such  forms  of doctrinal wicked-
ness, he falls into the category of a "wicked person"
and must be so dealt with.

Naturally  when  such  a  matter  first  arises,  it
would  call  for  the  care  of  the  "spiritual."   They
would be expected to make patient and careful in-
quiry  to  establish  the  real  nature  of  the  case;  it
might be that  of one  caught in the snare  of  Satan
(2 Tim. 2:25, 26)  from which deliverance and resto-
ration could be effected by such care*;  but i£ labor
along this line only serves to establish adherence to
doctrine subversive of the faith the person must be
treated as "wicked.''  We are to keep the feast with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.   Such
doctrinal evil is "speaking lies in hypocrisy."

In this connection 2 John is often referred to, but
perhaps  without  fully  considering  the  related  cir-
cumstances.   It  should  be  noted  that  it  is  not  the
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matter of deahng with an antichristian teacher who
is €7t  the  assembly;  those  referred  to had  gone  out
from  it  to  propagate  their  wickedness.   Compare
2 John 7 with 1 John 2:18,19; 4:1-6.  Any one of this
character,  no  matter  who,  even  though  one,  as  it
might be, who was well known previously and hon-
ored when in the Christian company, is not to be re-
ceived  into  the  house  or  bid  God  speed.   He  that
does  "partaketh  of  his  evil   (or,  wicked,  po7ierois)
works"*  (2 John 11).  And if such a person is to be
so treated by the individual believer,  certainly the
assembly would not be expected to do less lest it too
mark itself as partaking in the wickedness.

Again it should be noted that John does not tell
us that these men were put away as wicked persons,
he simply says that they went out from the Christian
company into the world..  He says they were "not of
us," but ``of the world," and being "not of God" they
have ``not God."  We may well suppose that through
the  energy  of  the  Spirit's  testimony  against  them,
they went out, cut themselves off in that way, and
by  refusing  admonition  and  warning  to  hear  and
abide in the apostolic  testimony  (cf.  1 John 4:5, 6)
they  marked  themselves  not  only  heretical  in  the
sense o£ Titus 3:10, but makers of division as in Ron.
16:17,18.   Of  them  John  uses  these  condemnatory
names:  liars   (1  John  2:22);  seducers   (2:26);  false
prophets   (4:1);   deceivers   (2  John  7);   antichrists
(1 John 2:18, 22;  4:3;  2 John 7).   With this we may
connect  the  word  spoken  to  Ephesus,  where  it  is
generally believed John spent most of the last por-
tion of his life.   To Ephesus it is said:  "I know thy
works . . . and how thou canst not bear them which
are  evil:  and  thou hast tried  them which  say they
are apostles, and are .not, and hast found them liars"
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(Rev.  2:2).   Then  there  is  John's  own  admonition:``Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false proph-
ets are gone out into the world"  (4:1) .

As already suggested, if one rises up in the Chris-
tian  company  and  brings  teaching  which  subverts
the faith as once delivered to the saints, who does
not  abide  in  that  which  is  from  the  beginning  as
John speaks, our first service would be to diligently
inquire  into  the  matter.   If  one  appears  to  be  en-
snared by the spirit of error, let us first labor for his
deliverance and restoration, while guarding against
any spread of evil.  While this was going on the per-
son would be "shut up," to use the language of the
type  in Leviticus.   If  the  only  result  was  to  prove
that he held to fundamental error, he marks himself
as a worker of wickedness  (2 John 11) .  As such he
falls into the category of 1 Cor. 5, which enjoins us to
put away the wicked person from among ourselves.

We know there are differences as to the interpre-
tation and application of Scripture, and these affect
both doctrine and practice,  though they do not in-
volve the denial or the setting aside of what is fun-
damental  to  the  faith.   As  to  such  differences  we
need to learn the way of wisdom, avoiding the evil
of  faction  or  division,  and  uuscriptural  exclusion
from fellowship because  these  differences exist.   In
zeal for what we believe is right we may fan into a
sectariaLn attitude  and practice  in  respect to recepr
tion and exclusion.

It is possible that such a difference might be con-
sidered serious enough to impose silence upon those
advocating  it,  lest confusion and disturbance arise,
destroying the peace of the assemblies.   God is not
the author of confusion, but of peace  (1 Cor. 14:33) .
A  man who  finds  his  views  to  be  so  radical  as  to
aw;ken general opposition from his brethren should
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submit  himself  to  their  judgment  and  commit  the
matter  to  the  Lord,  rather  than  create  dissension
and perhaps ultimately division.  We, of course, refer
to  differences  which  do  not  involve  denial  of  the
faith on either side.  If what he advocates is really
the truth of the matter, the Lord can be trusted to
bring it out in His time.  Would it not be better to
wait, than to disrupt?   Certain it is that in such a
matter the Lord would not have His people thrown
into confusion and strife which so easily leads to di-
vision.   1£  £nf q%£ty  is  in  question  we  are  in  duty
bound to separate  (2 Tim. 2:16-19) , and then that is
not making division which Scripture condemns;  but
it  must  be  iniquity  to  justify  the  separation-ini-
quity being  that which  is  opposed  to  the  truth  of
God in the serious way indicated in the context.

In these  days  of laxity,  when men pride  them-
selves in being  broad minded,  liberal, as they say,
and when godly care is apt to be frowned upon, or at
least  discounted  because  of  the  baneful  effect  o£
worldly  ways  and  influences  which  have  crept  in
among God's people, we need to remember that the
house  o£  God  which  is  the  assembly  of  the  living
God is called the pillar and base of the truth.  It fol-
lows that the local assembly should have the charac-
ter of being such a pillar and base.  Hence the ne-
cessity for the maintenance of practical holiness and
incorruptibhity  of  doctrine;  and  in  lesser  matters
avoiding  what  tends  to  unsettle,  becloud  the  sim-
phcity  of the  truth,  and  raise  questions  which  are
to no profit.



VI.  Its ltecognition Within the Local Assembly, and
Betwen Assemblies

EVERY department  of the  world's life we see
i the spirit of lawlessness at work. It shows itself in
forms of criticism,  resentment,  and  disobedience to
the regulations of established government.  In ever.y
walk  of  life  there  are  those  who  chafe  under  the
righteous restraints, or orderly processes of law by
which it is sought to maintain order and peace with
a  view  to  the  general  good.   Now  the  assembly  o£
God is to be a company of people in which no such
spirit of lawlessness is to be manifested. Jesus Christ"gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from
all iniquity  (or better, lawlessness) ."  In the assem-
bly each one is to give first place to the Word and
will of God.  The maintenance in grace and love of
the order and government which His Word teaches
should obtain among them, this is of first importance.
It  involves  recognition  of  and  submission  to  those
who  take  the  lead  among  them  according  to  that
Word-1ders  that  rule  well,  shepherds  that  feed
and watch over the flock of God, those who in man-
ner of life and the spirit shown commend the truth
o£ God both to those within and to those without.

The work of oversight and the various I orms of
discipline  are  in  close  relation.   This  work  though
carried on as it should be in a gracious and tender
manner  but  in  faithfulness  for  the  good  of  souls,
may be opposed through fleshly motives or self-will.
Remember the word: "Likewise, ye younger, be sub-
ject unto the elder.  Yea, all of you gird yourselves
with humility, to serve one another: for God resist-
eth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble"
(1 Pet. 5:5, R. V.) .  Again, "Obey them that have the

1¥



RECOGNITION WITHIN AND BETWEEN ASSEMBLIES  35

rule over you, and submit yourselves"  (Heb. 13:17) .
Here the word for "obey" seems suggestive on both
sides, it indicates the way rule is to be exercised;  it
implies persuasive power to convince and so to pac-
ify, conciliate, seek to win over, and so runs into the
meaning of to obey, properly as a result of persua-
sion.  After this manner rule or leadership is to be
exercised, and not in a dictatorial and superior atti-
tude which rather drives than leads by the ways and
deeds of grace and love which persuade and promote
peace,  in  meekness  instructing  those  who  oppose,
inducing   that   mutual   consideration   from   which
springs love and good works  (Heb. 10:24;  Rom. 12:9,
10, 16; 1 Thess. 5:12-15) .  Of course elders may err in
judgment or action, they may do the right thing in a
wrong way, but this is not to be met by fleshly re-
sistance,  by  sharp  criticism,  anger  or ill will.   The
word is: "Rebuke not  (do not castigate with words)
an elder, but intreat him as a father.''  Let all in the
assembly value as of first importance, no matter at
what personal cost, the godly maintenance of what is
agreeable to God and to Christ, rather than pressing
any personal claim or opinion, or seeking a place for
oneself.  Let each one so esteem as a sacred trust the
honor  of  the  Lord's  Name  to  which  holiness  and
peace  are  requisite  that  they  gladly  efface  them-
selves  and  seek  only  what  will  contribute  to  the
good of all.  If this spirit prevails, how much of dis-
turbance, contention, and division would be spared
the people of God!   Read Luke 22:24-27.

In  those  cases  which  require  assembly  action,
unity is to be sought in line with the exhortation of
1  Cor.  1:10  and  Eph.  4:1-3.   Such  action  is  not  for
these who take oversight to exercise by themselves,
though as overseers and guides in the assembly they
necessarily serve it in making inquiry,  in bringing
things together for the assembly to consider, and in
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giving counsel as to the course of action required by
the Word.  But it may be well to emphasize that it is
not their place  to enact such  discipline  apart from
the fellowship of the assembly.  If oneness of mind is
not found to exist, it is evident that there Should be
waiting upon God  until either unity is realized,  or
what opposition remains is self-evidently of a fleshly,
carnal character.  Doubtless this calls for much pa-
tience,  longsuffering,  and  searching  of  heart,  and
that may be what the Lord sees is really needed be-
fore action is taken.  Better such delay than the fore-
ing  of  majority  rule,  a  thing  more  or  less  easily
brought about by the fleshly haste  of one  or more
individuals  who  assert  more  of  serf  than  they  are
able to show grace and exercise patience.  In doubt-
£ul cases the mind o£ God may be with the minority.
In  any  case  divided  judgments  in  the  assembly
should humble all, and cause much prayer, lest the
enemy gain advantage and through strife divide and
scatter the saints.  In such difficult circumstances we
need to guard against the snare of making our own
thoughts and opinions the standard, instead of bring-
ing all to the test of the Word.

When finally action has been taken which is ac-
cording to the Word, it is the responsibility of all in
the assembly to recognize it and act in support of it.
To act otherwise can only hinder that for which all
discipline should be enacted, namely, the happy res-
toration Of the wrong-doer.

We touch upon one other feature of recognition.
Assembly action in discipline, when according to the
Word, is to be recognized by other assemblies when
through  local  circumstances  the  case  may  come  to
their door.  Normally, brotherly love and confidence
in the integrity of our brethren, with the repeated
exhortations to unity, would lead us to own the ac-
tion of our brethren elsewhere.   If just question is



RECOGNITION VITIIIN AND BETWEEN ASSEMBI.IES  37

raised as to the Scripturalness of the action involved,
another course  is  open,  that  of appeal  to and joint
inquiry with the assembly whose action is in ques-
tion.  It would not be the wise or gracious thing to
assume to rejudge the case in independence of the
assembly  which  had  already  acted  in  its  local  re-
sponsibility to the  Lord.   While  not forgetting  that
local responsibility is to be recognized and girarded,
let us not forget our €mterdependence as those who
seek to give expression to what becomes "assemblies
of  God,"  and  that  in  such  matters  we  are  to  seek
unity of practice for "we serve the Lord Christ."

On the  other hand,  the  practice  of carrying  an
act of discipline to every assembly by some form of
universal decree, requiring its acceptance upon pain
of certain consequences, is to say the least reprehen-
sible.  It has brought confusion, strife, and ultimately
division.  For such a practice there is neither precept
nor example in Scripture.

There appears no real reason for any act of disci-
pline  becoming  the  concern  of  another  asssembly
until recognition of it is called for by circumstances
which make it a matter of its own local responsibil-
ity, as for example, if reception is in question.  Then,
normally,  as  we  have  said,  the  discipline  enacted
elsewhere would be accepted,  and those concerned
referred back to that place.  If in such circumstances
just question arises as to the action being in accord-
ance to the Word, it ought to be met in a spirit of
mutual love and care for one another and be kept
within the bounds of the two assemblies concerned.
There  is  nothing  in Scripture  to hinder  in  such a
matter  brotherly  appeal  to   (but  not  against)  our
brethren and joint inquiry with them that unity Of
judgment and action may be assured; yet this privi-
lege  needs  to  be  guarded  against  abuse,  and  we
should only have recourse to it when there is ground
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for just question as to the judgment being according
to the Word.

In conclusion, let us quote these words:
``Christian discipline should be recognized by all

assemblies.  How very often a person has been dealt
with in one assembly, and has refused to submit to it
and has gone off to another assembly, into which he
has been received.  This has not only had an injuri-
ous effect upon the sinning believer, but it has pro-
duced  a  breach  of  fellowship  between  assemblies
professing to own the Lordship o£ Christ.  Changing
assemblies does not remove the sin before God. How
can fellowship exist between assemblies where there
is no recognition of discipline exercised by either of
them toward the other.  We should ever endeavor to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace not
only between fellow-believers, but assemblies  (Eph.
4:1-3) .  If a person is not fit for fellowship in one as-
sembly, he is not fit for fellowhsip in another assem-
bly; and should never be received by those who pro-
fess to bow to the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ,
until such times as he has repented of his sin and
been happily restored to the Lord .  .  . When disci-
pline is carried out in the fear of God, it increases
the  spirituality  of the  saints.   It is the  lack  of this
which  causes  the  saints  to shirk  their  responsibili-
ties"  (Henry Hitchman) .

Again it has been well said:
"If disciphne has been so extreme that it fails to

commend itself to the conscience of saints elsewhere,
the local gathering may well question whether they
have not made a mistake.  In such event they should
invite  the  fellowship  and  the  examination  of  their
brethren elsewhere who may have an exercise about
what they have done.   If we are conscious that we
have  acted for the  Lord,  we  can  be  confident that
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our brethren, in whose spiritual integrity we believe,
will,  upon  acquaintance  with  the  facts,  reach  the
same conclusion with ourselves.  We will also, with
that serf-distmst which goes with true assurance, in-
vite further counsel, and seek the fellowship of those
who are equally bound with ourselves by our act of
discipline.

"Alas, how many of the divisions of the past have
resulted  from  failure  to  recognize  the  principle  of
which we have just spoken!   Extreme acts of disci-
pline have been forced  upon  the people  of  God  in
such a way that they have not been allowed to ques-
tion the righteousness of those acts, but have been
obliged either to bow to them or retire from fellow-
ship with the assembly which has exercised the dis-
cipnne"  (S. Ridout) .
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