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What Then? 

A young man came to an aged professor of a 
distinguished University with a face beaming 
with delight, and informed him that the long 
and fondly cherished desire of his heart was at 
length fulfilled—his parents having given their 
consent to his studying law. As the University 
presided over by his friend, was a distinguished 
one, he had decided to attend its law school, 
and was resolved to spare no labor or expense 
in getting through his studies as quickly and 
as ably as possible. In this strain he continued 
to tell his friend for some time. When he 
paused, the old man, who had been listening to 
him with great patience and kindness, gently 
said, 

"Well, and when you have finished your ca
reer of study, what do you mean to do then?" 

"Then I shall take my degree," answered the 
young man. 

"And then?" asked his venerable friend. 
"And then," continued the youth, " I shall 

have a number of difficult and knotty cases to 
manage: shall attract notice by my eloquence, 
and wit, and acuteness, and win a great reputa^ 
t ion," 
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"And then?" repeated the professor. 
"And then!" replied the youth, "why then, 

there cannot be a question but what I shall be 
promoted to some high office in the state, and I 
shall become rich." 

"And then?" 
"And then," continued the young lawyer, 

"then I shall live comfortably and honorably, 
in wealth and respect, and look forward to a 
quiet and happy old age." 

"And then," repeated the old man. 
' ' And then,' ' said the youth, ' * and then—and 

then—and then I shall die|" 
Here his venerable listener lifted up his voice, 

and again asked with solemnity and emphasis, 
"And then?" 
Thereupon the inspiring student made no an

swer, but cast down his head, and in silence 
and thoughtfulness retired. The last "And 
then," had pierced his heart like a sword—had 
darted like a flash of lightning into his soul, 
and he could not get rid of the impression it 
had made on him. The result was, an entire 
change of his mind, and the whole course of his 
life. Abandoning the study of law, he received 
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour, settled the ques
tion of where he would spend his eternity after 
he would leave this life, entered upon the jserv-
ice of his Lord, and expended the remainder of 
his days in the ministry of the Word of God. 
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Not of Works. 

Nothing can be plainer in the Word of God 
than that we are saved apart from our works 
altogether. There are four kinds of works 
spoken of in Scripture, and manifest on all 
hands, which all alike shuts us out from God; 
viz.: 

¥/icked works. Se'f-righteous works. 
(Col. 1:21.) (Titus 3:5.) 

Law works. Dead works. 
(Gal. 2:16.) (Heb. 9:14.) 

Ephesians 2:9 distinctly tells us that it is 

"not of works, 
lest any man should boast." Again in Romans 
4:3, wTe read, "For what saith the Scripture? 
Abraham believed G-cd, and it w âs counted 
unto him for righteousness. Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But 

to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on Him that justifieth the un
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 
Even as David also describeth the blessedness 
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous
ness 

without works." 
And again, in Titus 3:4, "But after that the 

kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, 
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not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, 

but according to His mercy He saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost," etc. 

We are not saved by works, but by one work, 
and that 

the finished work of Christ. 
' ' This is the work of God, that ye believe on 

Him whom He hath sent." (John 6:29.) 
Neither are we saved by our works and 

Christ, nor by Christ and our works, but by 
Christ alone. Good works, acceptable to God, 
are the fruit and evidence of faith in Him. 
"Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone." (James 2:17.) Faith produces good 
works to the glory of God. 

Meditations on Scripture. 
Acts 4. 

What the flesh is in its enmity to God is seen 
in this chapter, contrasted with the grace of 
God shining out in the words and behavior of 
the apostles. Peter has just given a fresh offer 
of pardon to Israel. The answer is the arrest 
of the apostles by the priests and captains of 
the temple; and the Sadducees, who are vexed 
that they teach the people of the resurrection of 
Jesus which proved that there will be a resur
rection of the dead, (1 Cor. 15: 12, 13), con-
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trary to their doctrine (Acts 23:8). The heal
ing of the lame man displayed the. power of 
God with the apostles, and the priests were 
jealous, lest it weaken their authority. They 
were the synagogue of Satan of that day (Rev. 
3:9), the thieves and robbers of John 10:1, 
assuming an authority in opposition to God, 
and they cast the apostles into prison for the 
night, thus for the time stopping the preaching 
of the Word, but they cannot stop the work of 
grace in men's hearts, for many believed the 
Word of God, for it was not bound, making the 
number about five thousand. There is no hope 
of Israel's repentance now, for the leaders are 
trying to stamp out the name of Jesus, and the 
power is in their hands, so the servants must 
be as their Master—sufferers for the truth. 

The next day these self-appointed judges 
come together to do what they can to destroy 
the story of God's forgiving love, and to resist 
the power of the Holy Spirit, with all the power 
of Satan. The apostles, Peter and John, are set 
before them, and are asked, 'By what power, 
or by what name, have ye done th is?" Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto 
them, "Ye rulers of the people, and elders of 
Israel, If we be this day examined of the 
good deed done to the impotent man, by what 
means he is made whole; be it known unto you 
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
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name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
have crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by Him doth this man stand here before 
you whole. This is the stone which was set at 
naught of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other name un
der heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." 

What courage of faith, given by God, is now 
seen in these servants, by the powerful presence 
of the Holy Spirit. They do not resist the 
enemy, but they will obey God, and they tell 
forth the story again with calmness and bold
ness, as kept in dependence, the Holy Spirit 
speaking through them. (Luke 12:11, 12.) 

Nothing is seen in those rulers but willful 
blindness, madness, hardness of heart, and lack 
of conscience. They could not deny the mir
acle; it was the work of God, yet they try to 
hush it up. Their office was in danger, their 
authority was fading away. The power of God 
was outside of the temple and the priests. It 
was now with the apostles and the assembly. 
These men feared the people but did not fear 
God. They were adversaries, and consciously 
ranged themselves up in opposition to God. 
They were the builders who rejected God's cor
ner stone. 

They marveled at the boldness of Peter and 
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John, perceiving that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, but they recognized that they 
had been companions of Jesus, and there is the 
healed man, standing with them. What can 
they do? They commanded the apostles to go 
out of the counsel till they confer, and though 
it was all so plainly of God, yet they will com
mand them not to speak or teach in the name of 
Jesus, and threaten them. 

Again the apostles speak. They do not boast, 
but they will speak of their authority, it is 
from God. ' ' Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye, for we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard." What cour
age of faith! what obedience! not terrified by 
their adversaries, but sanctifying the Lord in 
their hearts, as Peter wrote to believers after
wards (1 Peter 3:14, 15). They were sus
tained and kept by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

What a state for Israel! God is no longer 
found among them; they rejected their Mes
siah; the Kingdom is now postponed. God 
will fulfil all His promises to them, but it will 
be after the assembly is gathered, and taken to' 
heaven. Then He will gather Israel again in 
pure grace, working repentance in them for 
their past sins. Now they are put aside, though 
still separate from the Gentiles. 

Verse 21. They further threatened them, and 



148 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

let them go, because of the people, for all glori
fied God for that which was done. 

Verse 23. So now they return to their own 
company, and report all that the chief priests 
and elders had said unto them. Then they un
burdened their souls, and strengthened their 
hands in God, with one accord lifting up their 
voices to God. Here we find with them the 
power of the living God. They said, "Lord, 
Thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 
who by the mouth of Thy servant David hast 
said, 'Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? The kings of the earth 
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against His Christ.' For 
of a truth against Thy holy Servant Jesus, 
whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the peo
ple of Israel, were gathered, for to do whatso
ever Thy hand and Thy counsel determined 
before to be done. And now, Lord, behold their 
threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, 
that with all boldness they may speak Thy 
word, by stretching forth Thine hand to heal; 
and that signs and wonders may be done by the 
name of Thy holy Servant Jesus.'' 

They quote the 2nd Psalm for the rejection 
of the Messiah, but they do not ask for the es
tablishing of the Kingdom, but for grace and 
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boldness to speak the word, and that God's 
hand in power may witness that the word is 
His. 

Then God manifested His presence with 
them, and the place where they were assembled, 
shakes. His presence was with them, and He 
also dwelt in them. They were born of the 
Spirit, too. We can see these things distin
guished in Scripture. 

I t was a wonderful display of God's power, 
and we see those who believed were of one 
heart and one soul; neither said any of them 
that what he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things in common, and with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resur
rection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was 
upon them all. A wonderful time when the 
love of Christ was uppermost in every heart. 
None lacked, all were supplied, and many sold 
their estates, and laid the money at the apos
tles ' feet. Barnabas, a Levite, of the country 
of Cyprus, is specially mentioned here as one 
who did this. 

The Holy Spirit dwells in every believer, but 
it is also to be desired to be filled with Him, 
that He may be the source of our thoughts, and 
that what we may do, might be done ki depend
ence, and that our hearts might be filled with 
the fruit of His presence, and that as we are 
called on, we might confess the Lord faithfully 
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before men. In principle, this blessed state be
longs today to every Christian. May we earn
estly seek to let the Holy Spirit fill us with 
Christ. 

Fragment. 
It has been said that a Christian ought so to 

do business as though, not his own name, but 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ were on his 
sign over his door. 

"Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by Him.'' Col. 3:17. 

Whatever may be our lot in life, we must 
recognize that we are left here for the interests 
of Christ, and these commanding our hearts 
and minds, we serve Him in whatever He gives 
us to do. 

Extracts of Letters as Subjects for Prayer. 
Yeung Kong, Canton Province, China, 

Dear Miss T. P e b - 2 6 t h - 1 9 2 1 ' 
Your kind gift of 45 Gospels in English and 

Chinese, reached us a short time ago, and I am 
anxious to thank you for them, and to tell you 
how useful they will be. We all "teach English, 
more or less, and as soon as possible read the 
Scriptures with the pupils. I have a nice class 
of little boys, 7 or 8 coming daily for an hour. 
I also teach one little girl to read, and she also 
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learns to knit. My daughter is beginning a 
class for some girls out of some of the wealthy 
homes. She understands a good deal of Chi
nese now, and has arranged that the English 
lesson shall be followed by reading the Gospels 
in Chinese. These girls belong to heathen 
homes, where the shrine, with its incense burn
ing daily to the devil, is the most honored part 
of the house. 

I often think of the words in Rev. 2:13, "I 
know where thou dwellest, even where Satan's 
seat is ." 

All through this immense country with its 
millions of inhabitants, Satan is exalted, feared, 
and worshiped. And there are only such a 
few followers of Christ, to worship and exalt 
Him. It makes one feel, first of all, so glad to 
remember, that a day is coming when He shall 
be Lord of lords, and every knee shall bow to 
Him. 

Secondly, it makes one feel how careful we 
should be to show forth His praise now, in the 
midst of the darkness, endeavoring to be "epis
tles of Christ, known and read of all men.'' 

"While living on our house-boat last summer, 
we saw those on the boats around us worship
ing the moon, even kissing their hands to it, as 
we read in Job 31:26-28; also in Jer. 44. 

At another time we saw the "Devil's feast" 
going on around us. This is a feast in honor of 
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the departed spirits; great feasts are prepared, 
and the spirits are supposed to eat. the " spir
itual' y part, (has pork, rice, or duck a spiritual 
part?) then the remainder is eagerly devoured 
by the relatives. The next performance is to 
burn paper garments, furniture, food, even peo
ple, as this is supposed to provide the loved 
ones with all necessary things. All the shore 
around us was lighted up with those bonfires, 
and quantities of fire-crackers were sent off. 
Later on we saw a good sized ship, covered 
with burning incense sticks; it was a mass of 
light, and sailed up and down that part of the 
river until the early morning. This is wor
ship directly addressed to the devil, in the 
hopes that he will treat the departed spirits 
well. I can assure you, I never before felt such 
an intense realization of a personal devil. 

But we have much to encourage us, in spite 
of often very difficult times. Thirty or more 
men have been baptized in the last six months, 
and though we are anxious about some of them 
at times, the majority show undoubtedly, by 
their ways, and even by the expression of their 
faces, that there is a real change from darkness 
to light. 

I will tell you of our Sunday program: 
Breakfast at 7.30 (7 other days) "Che Chop/' 
or family prayers, at 8, a number of strangers 
come also to this. Sunday-school for boys at 
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9, this morning 40 were present, and you would 
have enjoyed hearing them sing: 

"Ye-so oi ngoh, ngoh chi to, 
Yan yan Shing-Shue tin ngoh kong. 
Ngoh ch'aai hoi t'ai shuk kwai k'ui, 
Ngoh sui uen-yuek Chue k'eung-ehong. 

Hai Ye-So oi ngoh, 
Hai Ye-So oi ngoh, 
Hai Ye-So oi ngoh, 

Shing-Shue tin ngoh shoh kong. 
("Jesus loves me," etc.) 

Then they readily learned a verse of Scrip
ture, and we sang, 

"Nothing but the blood of Jesus." 
At eleven we have the Breaking of Bread a* 

the Gospel Hall, and though it is all in Chinese, 
and I must confess to not understanding a sin
gle word, still one feels the Lord's presence 
with us in a marked way. Several of the young 
men accompany us home, and enjoy singing 
hymns, or reading the Scripture until our din
ger is ready. 

At 2 P. M. is a meeting for women and girls, 
which our daughter, Dorothy, takes. Last Sun
day we had about 50, and the women espe
cially, listened with intense interest. It is hard 
to imagine how ignorant and superstitious these 
poor women are, as they are never taught any
thing "While every boy "learns characters" 
(to read), his sister is forced to grow up in ig-
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mrance. One little slave girl said, when Doro
thy tried to teach her a text, " I could not learn 
anything, I'm stupid, fit to kill." Many of 
ihem have not even a name. 

Well, at 3 P. M. Mr. Willis has a meeting in 
the Gospel Hall, and from 4 to 6, we generally 
have many visitors, and more Bible reading 
and singing. At 7 we close the day with Che 
Chop again. 

The meetings in our house are held in our 
large reception hall, which is the prominent 
feature of every Chinese house. It has plain 
brick walls, and a brick floor, but we have texts 
of Scripture up, and plenty of benches and 
chairs, and judging by the numbers of people 
who come to see us, it proves attractive. The 
women are more easily reached in their own 
homes, and sometimes send over for Dorothy 
to come and see them. She has one interesting 
little woman whom she often visits. She can 
read, and is intelligent. She begged for a Gos
pel, but when we saw her again, she said, " I 
cannot understand it, I can read the characters 
all right, but I do not know what it means." 
Then she begged Dorothy to come often and 
' ' tell it to me, so I can understand.'' 

We thought of the old hymn, 
"Tell me the story simply, as to a little 

child." 
It is hard to keep their attention for more 
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than a few minutes at a time. They break in 
with all kinds of questions, such as, "How old 
are you?" " W h y aren't you married?" "Do 
you ever brush your ha i r ?" " W h y is it that 
color?" "How much rent do you p a y ? " 
"Wha t wages do you pay your cook?" and so 
on. 

Your heart would go out to the little slave 
girls; many parents sell their little girls when 
very young, and they have a hard life. You 
see such mites of children, with big heavy ba
bies strapped on their backs, and if, in pity, 
you bestow a card or a cake, it is at once given 
to the baby. Other tiny girls are carrying two 
pails of water on a pole, or great baskets of 
rice. It is not considered any sin to ill-treat 
these children. One woman said to Dorothy, 
"Yes, I killed a monigi (little slave) once. She 
seemed to have no shame. When they get old 
enough, they are married off; the bridegroom's 
parents paying $75.00 or $100.00 for a wife. 

Our adopted baby was a "cast out ," she is a 
year old now, and toddling about everywhere, 
and trying to say words in both Chinese and 
English. She is a very bright, lively, attractive 
baby, and makes many friends, too many for 
her own good, as they always present cakes, 
which are hardly suitable for a young child. 
China might be called, The land of cakes. They 
are nearly all made of rice flour, and some of 
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them are very nice, especially a kind baked 
very hard, with chopped nuts and fat pork in 
the center. I am afraid you do not think my 
description inviting, but when fresh, they are 
really very nice. We learn to eat a good many 
things here, which we might not fancy at home. 
At a feast you will have, bird's nest soup, 
shark's fins, fish skin stewed with sugar, an
cient eggs, (these are buried for 3 years), frogs, 
duck chopped up with bones and all, etc., etc. 

Well, I have written a long letter, but I feel 
sure you must love the same Lord Jesus that I 
love, and also that you must take an interest 
in our work or you would not have sent such a 
beautiful present. 

Perhaps you will answer this letter; you do 
not know what letters mean to us, so far from 
home. My intercourse, you see, is confined en
tirely to my husband and daughter; my knowl
edge of Chinese being very slight. 

With love in the Lord. 
Believe me, Yours in Him, 

Anna F. Willis. 

The Spanish "Messages of Love." 
There may be some who are wondering why 

so much effort should be given to the circula
tion of Gospel periodicals in South America, 
but a brief survey of the prevailing conditions, 
immediately reveals a unique and far-reaching 
opportunity. 
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One of the receivers of our paper, "Mensajes 
cle Amor," writes from Lima, Peru: "Al l the 
South American republics are characterized by 
a very low density of population, and most of 
them are possessed of very extensive territory. 
The facilities for travel and communication are 
in many cases extremely deficient. The prob
lems of travel are incomparably difficult. The 
task of reaching the people personally, either 
for evangelization or ministry, is hopelessly be
yond the powers of the available staff. Dis
tances are so great, travel is so tedious, and 
often dangerous, and the sympathetic propor
tion of the population is so small, that the cost, 
time, and labor could, even at the best, bring a 
disproportionally small return, save in certain 
favored districts. 

"The itinerant evangelist must be replaced 
in South America, to a large extent, by the itin
erant postman. A considerable percentage of 
the population is illiterate. But in every com
munity there are many who can read, and it is 
the custom that such a person read for the fam
ily. In very many places they get so little read
ing matter which invites their interest, that 
they are reading hungry. A little detail from 
life will illustrate this. There are farms and 
village homes of which I know, where work is 
suspended on the arrival of the monthly period
ical, and those who can read take turns in read-
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ing aloud to the assembled family and friends, 
reading it through from beginning to end. 
There are places (they scarcely merit the name 
of hotels) in the interior, which have their mud 
walls papered with old yellow-stained news
papers, and I have repeatedly observed men 
stand reading the news and the advertisements 
of several years before. 

" I n the cities many who would not venture 
into a public Protestant meeting, can be fed 
and enlightened by the ministry of the printed 
page. "When there is added to these circum
stances, the consideration that the postal serv
ice, even if defective, reaches most places at 
least once a week, the opportunity of the Gos
pel periodical in South America is seen to be 
unique in its greatness. If it lives up to its 
opportunity, it may fulfil the mission of the 
evangelist, and it may minister grace to many 
readers who otherwise will be almost destitute 
of 'means of grace.' It pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that be
lieved in the days of Paul the apostle and He 
is pleased to save many in our time through 
the silent preacher—the printed page. 

"The Evangelist may get a congregation of 
three hunrded, but generally it is much less. 
If the periodical is sent to two thousand per
sons, it is safe to reckon that it has three thou
sand readers. The silent preacher, therefore, 
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reaches with its message, in each issue, a larger 
number of individuals than many a preacher 
reaches in the whole course of a long and faith
ful ministry." 

* # # # 

Los Angeles, California. 
My Dear Miss U. 

A week ago I had a very enjoyable visit with 
your friend, Miss B , at which time she 
permitted me to read portions of your letter to 
her, telling of the arrangement whereby our 
mission work was to receive fifty copies each of 
"Mensajes de Amor," and of ''Messages of 
Love." I hardly know how to thank you 
enough for this splendid donation to our mis
sion. Surely the Lord has been good to give us 
such friends at this time. As I told Miss B , 
these papers I thought the best we had ever 
been able to find, both in point of interest and 
the Gospel note in every story or incident, and 
are particularly adapted to our work by back
ing the truth up with the Word. And it seemed 
the Lord providentially supplied this need at 
this time, as the work is opening up in different 
directions and we did not have the supplies or 
literature to meet the need. 

You might be glad to know how the work 
was started. It began as ajittle Sunday School 
in "Dog-Town", as they call it, our present lo
cation. Our work has continued to grow. Only 
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recently atfer a ten days' meeting, there were 
thirteen clearly converted Mexicans. Last 
night we concluded another two weeks of serv
ice. The Lord has greatly blest, and a goodly 
number have been clearly born again. One 
fine young Mexican man who feels called to 
preach, has greatly rejoiced our hearts. Last 
Saturday night five young people, twelve to 
fourteen years of age, prayed. Best of all, the 
Lord was present and there was great blessing 
upon all, and freedom of the Spirit. One lady 
was clearly converted during the class meet
ing. From this brief survey of the field, includ
ing four Sunday schools, you can see what your 
kind gift to us has meant. Best of all we know 
that you are one who will follow your gift with 
earnest, believing prayer for souls. This we 
need most of all,—real intercession that brings 
down God's blessing on workers and members. 

"With kind Christian regards, and sincere ap
preciation for your interest in this work. 

Yours in the Master's service, 
B. H. P. 

* * # # 

Alhambra, California. 
Dear Miss U.:— 

I want you to know that I highly appreciate 
the "Mensajes de Amor" you have been send
ing me, and the Mexican people are glad to re
ceive them. There is so much to be done among 
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this neglected people. A thousand thanks for 
them. The Mexicans enjoy them so much. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
R. H. B. 

# # # * 

San Antonio, Texas. 
Dear Sister: 

I am receiving a hundred copies of the Span
ish "Messages of Love" monthly. I could eas
ily distribute twice that many in the hospital 
and in houses. I thank God that He has made 
it possible for you to thus furnish this litera
ture. I ask an interest in your prayers. 

Yours in Him, 
E. C. DeJ. 

*ff W W W 

Staten Island, New York. 
Dear Sister in the Lord:— 

Thank you very much for the copies of the 
Spanish "Messages of Love." I distribute 
them to the Spanish patients in the U. S. Marine 
Hospital, and to other Spaniards, here, and in 
New York City, and elsewhere. At the U. S. 
Marine Hospital the Superintendent took me to 
the Spanish patients, and introduced me him
self to them, and said that they were really 
good periodicals, and should be read. He also 
took me to those in charge, and told them to 
faithfully distribute them to the Spaniards. A 
Spaniard took some copies I gave him, and read 
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them with tears in his eyes, and afterward put 
them in his bosom, and said he would send them 
back to Spain. I pray for you and these tracts. 
Pray for me in the Lord's work, please. John 
14:14. 

Your brother in Christ, 
W. E. S. 

* # * # 

Caracas, Venezuela, 
South America. 

Dear Miss U. 
Would you be able to send me 3,000 or 4,000 

tracts in Spanish for free distribution here in 
the Lord's work? There is a great need of 
good sound Gospel literature in this land, and 
would be glad to receive any you might send. 

Yours in His Service, 
J. L. 

What Is a Christian? 
According to the Word of God, a Christian 

is one who, as a sinner in the presence of God, 
has learned and bowed to the truth of his lost 
condition by nature and by practice (Eph. 2 : 
3-12; Luke 5:8); but who has learned also 
through grace, and believed, that his sins are 
for ever blotted out through the blood of Christ 
(Heb. 9:14; Rom. 3:24); never more to be re
membered (Heb. 10:17, 18.) That he is rec-
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onciled to God (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18), justi
fied from all things (Acts 13:39), cleared from 
every charge (Rom. 8:33, 34), and now made 
fit for glory (Col. 1:12), having met God in 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:19), he is at peace with God, 
and happy in His presence (Rom. 5:9, 11), no 
longer looked upon as being in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit (Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 5:17); he is 
sealed with the Holy Ghost (Eph. 1 -.13; 2 Cor. 
5:5), a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 
12:13), a child of God (Gal. 3:26; 1 John 3:1), 
an heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ (Gal. 
4:7; Rom. 8:16, 17), and having died with 
Christ, he is brought into present association 
with Him, risen, in glory (Eph. 2:6), now in 
possession of a life (eternal life) secure (John 
10:28, 29), and beyond the reach of every hos
tile power (Col. 3:3.) 

He is a priest separated unto God to serve 
now as a worshipper in the heavenly sanctu
ary, which the Lord hath pitched and not man 
(Rev. 1:6; Heb. 10:19; 8:2); delivered from 
the world (Gal. 1:4), to be separated prac
tically from it (John 17:16, 17; Rom. 12:2); 
he is a citizen of, and belonging to heaven 
(Phil. 3:20); he has a bright future—eternal 
glory with God's Son (John 17:24); the pres
ent object of his heart—Christ in glory (Phil. 
3:14); the purpose of his present life—Christ 
(Phil. 1:21); his present hope—waiting for 
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Him (1 Thess. 1:10; 1 Cor. 1*7), soon to see 
Him (1 John 3:2), and to be like Him (Phil. 
3:210 

Is it not then a wonderful thing to be a 
Christian? And is it not a poor thing to be 
anything else, even in this world? 

"What manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness?" (2 Pe
ter 3:11; 1 John 2:6; 4:17.) 

Where Should We Look? 
Read Psalms 73 and 77. 

In Psalm 73, the soul looks out, and reasons 
on what it sees there, namely, successful wick
edness, and suffering righteousness. What is 
the conclusion? " I have cleansed my heart in 
vain." So much for looking out. 

In Psalm 77, the soul looks in, and reasons 
on what it finds there. What is the conclusion? 
"Hath God forgotten to be gracious?" So 
much for looking in. 

Where then should we look? Look up— 
straight up, and believe what you see there. 
What will be the conclusion? You will under
stand the "end" of man, and trace the "way" 
of God. 

"When I thought to know this, it was too 
painful for me; until I went into the sanctu
ary of God; then understood I their end." 
Psalm 73:16, 17. 
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11 Thy way, 0 God, is in the sanctuary; who 
is so great a God as our God?" Psalm 77:13. 

Fragments. 
Be our trial what it may, rest assured He 

knows all about it, and will take good care of 
us in it, for 

"His heart is filled with tenderness, 
His very name is Love." 

If we want to be happy, we must be occu
pied with God and His surroundings; if we 
want to be miserable, we have only to be occu
pied with self and its surroundings. 

"Poor and Afflicted." 
" I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted 

and poor people, and they shall trust in the 
Name of the Lord.'' Zeph. 3:12. 

"Poor and afflicted,"—Lord we're Thine, 
Nor would we, Lord, in this world shine; 
For, though the world may think it strange, 
We would not, Lord, with it exchange. 

"Poor and afflicted" we may be, 
But, JESUS, we belong to Thee; 
Thou hast redeemed us by Thy blood, 
"Made us kings and priests to God." 
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"Poor and afflicted!"—Is that our lot? 
Let thanks flow forth and murmur not. 
Our path, Lord Jesus, do Thou choose: 
To follow Thee, let's ne'er refuse. 

' ' Poor and afflicted ?''—let us sing: 
Who grace has brought, will glory bring— 
Through sufferings, perfect—he doth know 
To feel for us in every woe. 

"Poor and afflicted!"—but ere long 
We'll join the bright celestial throng— 
Our suff'rings then will reach a close— 
" E ' e r with the Lord,"—0 blest repose! 

Severe Blasts. 
"Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou 

south; blow upon my garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out." Song of Solomon 4:16. 

Some times God sends severe blasts of trial 
upon His children to develop their graces. Just 
as torches burn more brightly when swung 
violently to and fro; just as the juniper plant 
smells sweetest when thrown into the flames; 
so the richest qualities of a Christian often 
come out under the northwind of suffering and 
adversity. Bruised hearts often emit the fra
grance that God loves to smell. Almost every 
true believer's experience contains the record 
of trials which were sent for the purpose of 
shaking the spice tree. 
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Correspondence. 

Ques. Who are the great multitudes that no 
man can number? H. R. 

Ans. Rev. 7, teaches us that God holds control of 
every thing, and that His purposes of mercy towards 
His own cannot fail. This chapter is anticipatory, look
ing on to the Millennial reign, and shows us Israel 
as a nation saved. Then of all peoples and languages 
this great multitude comes, saved out of the great 
tribulation, as it should read. And for their faith
fulness to the Lord at that time, they are given a 
special priestly place before the throne of God, and 
to serve Him day and night in His temple. That is 
on earth, an earthly scene. 

These are not the Church, nor the heavenly 
saints. The twenty-four elders represent them. Nor 
are they the nations themselves that are afterwards 
brought into subjection to Christ as King over all 
the earth. (See Psalm 72:11.) 

They are like Ittai, the Gittite, who with his com
pany of converted Philistines and Cretans, shared 
David's rejection, and get a near place to David, (2 
Sam. 15:18, 19), and fight for him (18:2). They are 
led into perfect blessing on earth. (Ver. 16, 17.) 

Ques. "What did the Serpent mean by say
ing, "Ye shall not surely d ie?" Gen. 3:4. 

P. B. E. 
Ans. God had said to Adam, when He put him in 

the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it, before 
the woman was made, "Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for 
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die/ ' 
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But in chap. 3:1 the Serpent tries to make the 
woman think that God had withheld something from 
them that was for their good. The instruction she 
received was plain; she should not have given her 
ear to the Serpent, but she hearkened to his lie, and 
became deceived. When she saw that it was good for 
food, and pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be de
sired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, 
and did eat, and gave also to her husband, and he did 
eat, thus they became sinners against God, and 
hearkened to the enemy, and death entered their 
veins that day, as God had said. It is the death of 
the body here that is meant, but the New Testament 
(Heb. 9) says ,"It is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after this the judgment," but God gave witness 
in Enoch to His power to turn aside this sentence 
for the believer. 

The woman was deceived, so brought in the 
transgression. Adam wilfully transgressed. 

"Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression." 1 Tim. 2:14. 

Ever since we find it easier in this fallen human 
nature to hearken to the enemy than to obey God. 
Man, left to himself, follows the lie of the enemy. 
Truly man became as gods knowing good and evil, 
but unlike the blessed God, he became a slave to the 
evil, that he knew. The believer now is by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that dwells in him, to bring 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ, casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God. 2 Cor. 10:5, 
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"Poor and afflicted!"—Is that our lot? 
Let thanks flow forth and murmur not. 
Our path, Lord Jesus, do Thou choose: 
To follow Thee, let's ne'er refuse. 

* * Poor and afflicted ?''—let us sing: 
Who grace has brought, will glory bring— 
Through sufferings, perfect—he doth know 
To feel for us in every woe. 

"Poor and afflicted!"—but ere long 
We'll join the bright celestial throng— 
Our suff'rings then will reach a close— 
" E ' e r with the Lord,"—0 blest repose! 

Severe Blasts. 
"Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou 

south; blow upon my garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out." Song of Solomon 4:16. 

Some times God sends severe blasts of trial 
upon His children to develop their graces. Just 
as torches burn more brightly when swung 
violently to and fro; just as the juniper plant 
smells sweetest when thrown into the flames; 
so the richest qualities of a Christian often 
come out under the northwind of suffering and 
adversity. Bruised hearts often emit the fra
grance that God loves to smell. Almost every 
true believer's experience contains the record 
of trials which were sent for the purpose of 
shaking the spice tree. 
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God Gives Eternal Life. 

One Sunday evening, a young lady went to a 
gospel meeting. She had often heard the mes
sage from God in that same hall before, but 
never till that evening had she felt how easy it 
was to be saved—how she had onlv to trust 

«. 

the Lord Jesus, and believe what the Bible 
says. John 10:28 was the verse which brought 
peace to Emma that night: 

" I give unto them (My sheep) eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of My hand." 

"Dear Emma," said a'Christian friend to her, 
as they walked home together after the meeting, 
"God says, ' I give.' What will you answer? 
Can you, dare you say, ' No; I will not take it ?' 
or will you answer in faith, and say, ' I will take 
i t? ' 

For a few moments the two friends walked 
on in the still night under the thick trees which 
surrounded the hall. Then Emma said, 

" I will take eternal life, and I do believe it 
is mine through Christ Jesus." 

0, how simple! She believed, and was saved, 
for time and eternity. She can now rejoice in 
the knowledge that she is going to spend eter-
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nity with the loving* Saviour who has given her 
this great gift, and praise Him for all His won
drous love to her. 

Dear voung friend, do vou know Emma's Sav-
iour as your own? Can you say truthfully, 
" I have taken the gift of God?" If not, will 
you believe on Him now, and you shall be as 
safe and happy as Emma was, knowing that 
your sins are all forgiven—washed away by the 
precious blood of Jesus. 

"Now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation." 

Perhaps you say, "No, I do not want to put 
it off, only don't feel good enough." If, 
then, you know yourself to be a sinner, read 1 
Tim. 1:15: ' ' Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners." 

Are your sins red as scarlet? God says, 
"Come now, and let us reason together, though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as whit*?. 
as snow." (Isa. 1:18.) 

I ask you once more in the name of my pre
cious Saviour, to heed His invitation, "Come 
unto Me . . . . and I will give you rest ." 

The Precious Blood of Christ 
The price paid for our redemption was in

finitely great—the precious blood of Christ! 
It is written, "Ye wrere not redeemed with cor
ruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . but 
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with the precious blood of Christ." 1 Peter 
1:18. 

Thousands of gold and silver, yea, all the 
riches of the rich universe, would not be enough 
to pay the price of man's redemption. But the 
precious blood of Christ was all sufficient. 
What its value is, wTe are not told; there are 
no balances in which it can be weighed—no 
equivalent treasures by which its worth can 
be computed. There is no language in which 
its value may be expressed. Only this we know, 
God esteems it precious. 

But how was God's Christ esteemed on earth? 
Men saw Him, estimated His value, and decided 
upon His price. "The goodly price that He was 
prized at of them. So they weighed for His price 
thirty pieces of silver." Zech. 11:12, 13. A 
few pieces of silver was the price they paid for 
"The Chief among ten thousand—the alto
gether lovelv One." Thev saw no beautv in 
Him. They were blind to His perfections. 
Alas! alas! for the glory of my Lord. 

This blindness as to His worth is not yet alto
gether dispelled, even in the Christian's eyes, 
for the lust of a little worldly good, or the 
praise of men, will often turn us aside from 
beholding His glory. 

May we say, with the apostle Paul, "Yea, 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Je-
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sus my Lord." 
"This one thing' I do, forgetting- those things 

which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus." Phil. 3:8, 13, 14. 

The Two Natures. 
Man is a fallen creature, born in sin, with an 

evil nature that does nothing but sin against 
God. This evil nature is utterly incorrigible, 
and cannot please God. (Rom. 8:8.) But God 
condemned sin in the flesh at the cross. (Rom. 
8:3.) And when a sinner believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he is born of God, receiving a new 
nature which cannot sin. (1 John 3:9.) But 
the old nature remains in him still, and not one 
whit improved by the presence of the new. Thus 
An unconverted man has one nature, sinful; 
A Christian has two, the old sinful one, and 

the new which cannot sin. 
Many, wThen they are saved, are surprised and 

cast down because they sin again, and they 
sometimes even fear that they are lost after all. 
This arises from the erroneous thought that 
their old evil nature is improved, and thus Sa
tan gets an advantage. 

In Rom. 6:6, we read, "Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with Him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed (not improved), that 
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henceforth we should not serve sin. For he 
that is dead is freed (justified) from sin." God 
has given up the old man; it was crucified once 
for all upon the cross. Believe God, and you 
are freed from sin. It is no longer your mas
ter. 

Then, as to the practical side, we are taught 
in the 11th verse to 

reckon ourselves "to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through (in) Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

Not to realize, nor feel, nor experience, but to 
reckon. And there would be no need for such 
an exhortation if sin were not still in us, or if 
the old nature were made better. 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is horn of the Spirit is spirit." 

Meditations on Scripture. 
Acts 10. 

The introduction of the Gentiles into the 
Christian assembly is seen in this chapter, and 
Peter, against all his inclinations as a faithful 
Jew, is the instrument chosen of God to bring 
them in. To him was given the authority 
(Matt. 16:19), and God who is thinking of the 
Gentiles, (He is the God of the Gentiles also) 
prepares Peter to carry out His purpose. 

So also is Cornelius prepared by God for com
munications from Himself by Peter. Cornelius, 
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and his house, bear the stamp of being con
verted people, pious and God-fearing, marked 
by much kindness to the poor, and by their 
earnest, prayerful life they show their char
acter. 

Cornelius saw plainly an angel of God com
ing to him about the ninth hour of the day, and 
spoke to him, "Cornelius." He was afraid, 
and answered, "What is it, Lord?" He said, 
"Thy prayers and thine alms have gone up for 
a memorial before God. And now send men to 
Joppa, and call for one Simon whose surname 
is Peter. He lodges with Simon, a tanner, close 
to the sea." Immediately he sent a godly sol
dier, with two of his household servants, his 
continual attendants, to Joppa to find Peter. 
It was the next day before they reached Joppa, 
and as they drew near, Peter went up to the 
housetop to pray about the sixth hour. He be
came hungry and desired to eat. But as they 
were making ready, he fell into a trance, and 
saw heaven opened, and something like a great 
sheet, knit at the four corners, was let down to 
the earth, wherein were all manner of four-
footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things, and fowls of the air. There 
came a voice to him,' ' Rise, Peter; kill and eat. ' ' 
But Peter said, "Not so, Lord; for I have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean." 
The voice answered, "What God hath cleansed, 



MEDITATIONS ON SCRIPTURE 315 

that call thou not common." This was done 
three times. While Peter was pondering' what it 
could mean, the messengers arrived from Cor
nelius. The Spirit said to him, "Behold, three 
men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee 
down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for 
I have sent them." So Peter was prepared for 
the occasion. He went down, and asked wrhat 
their message was. They told of Cornelius, the 
centurion, a just man, and one that feared God, 
and of good report among all the nation of the 
Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel 
to send for Peter to come to his house, to hear 
wrords from him. Peter called them in, and 
lodged them, and on the morrow went away 
with them, accompanied by six brethren. 

On the morrow, after they arrived in Cae-
sarea, Cornelius Avas waiting, with all his kins
men and near friends. He met Peter coming 
in, and fell down at his feet to do him homage, 
but Peter took him up, saying, "Rise up : I my
self also am a man," and he went in and found 
many gathered together. 

Peter sees now the meaning of the great 
sheet. He said, "Ye know how that it is an 
unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep 
company, or come unto one of another nation: 
but God hath showed me that I should not call 
any man common or unclean. Wherefore also, 
having been sent for, I came without saying 
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anything against it. I inquire therefore for 
what reason ve have sent for me?" 

a/ 

Cornelius now tells his story, which showed 
Peter that it was God's voice calling the Gen
tiles into the same blessing with the Jews, and 
he cannot refuse what Cornelius says. "Thou 
hast well done that thou art come. Now there
fore are we all here present before God, to hear 
all things that are commanded thee of God." 

God has put him in company with Gentiles, 
and Peter said, "Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons: but in every na
tion he that feareth Him, and worketh right
eousness, is acceptable to Him.' ' 

He tells them of the message sent to Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ. (He is Lord 
of all—Jew and Gentile). . Ye know John's tes
timony, and Jesus' life-works in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, doing good, and healing all, 
and delivering men from Satan's power, for 
God was with Him. Then His rejection, cruci
fixion, death and resurrection. And God gave 
Him to be openly seen of witnesses who were 
chosen before of God, and Peter could say, 
' ' We did eat and drink with Him after He rose 
from among the dead, and He commanded us to 
preach to the people, and to testify that He it is 
who was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead." 

Then he told out the word that opened the 
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door for them. "To Him give all the prophets 
witness, that through His name whosoever be-
lieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins." 
What glad hearts were made out of hungry 
souls as thev heard the news for the first time 
preached to whosoever—any man. They needed 
no second offer; they heard and received the 
word. And while Peter was yet speaking, the 
Holy Ghost fell upon all them that heard the 
word. They of the circumcision were aston
ished; they heard them speaking with tongues 
and magnifying God, and knew that the Holy 
Spirit had taken possession of them. The Gen
tiles also had received the Holy Spirit. There 
was one thing more that had to be done, and 
that was to bring them into the House of God. 
Peter says, "Can any man forbid water, that 
these should not be baptized, which have re
ceived the Holy Ghost as well as w e ? " By the 
Spirit dwelling in them, they were already mem
bers of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12, 13), 
and so Peter, in the name of the Lord, com
manded them to be baptized. 

They did not become JewTs any more than be
fore. Both Jew and Gentile lost their nation
ality in coming into the assembly of God on 
earth. 

We have now seen the converted of the Jews, 
Samaritans, proselytes and Gentiles, all brought 
into the one assembly, all owning the One Name 
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—"fellowheirs, and of the same body, and par
takers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.' ' 

Chapter 11:1-18. 
The apostles and the brethren who were in 

Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 
the word of God; and when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the}' of the circumcision contended 
with him, saying, "Thou wentest in to men un-
circumcised and didst eat with them." But 
Peter had grace from God to go over the whole 
storv with them. The vision he had, and the 
vision Cornelius had; and these six brethren 
were there to confirm his story, and to witness 
It was all of God, and lastly, " the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them as upon us at the beginning. 
Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how 
He said, John baptized with water, but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit. If then God 
has given them the same gift as also to us when 
we had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; who 
indeed was I to be able to forbid God1?" This 
closed their objections, and then the tide of 
feeling changed, and they glorified God, say
ing, "Then indeed hath God also to the Gen
tiles granted repentance unto life." 

1' Ye Are Not of the World ' ' 
Christ is the expression of what divine per

fection is in a man going through the world. 
If I look up I am perfect; if I look at myself 
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here I am very imperfect: but still 1 am not oil 
the world just as Christ is not of the world. 
What are we of? We are of God. We are of 
God in the midst of a world that is not of God; 
and in which now, what is religious and what is 
worldly, are so mingled together that you can
not tell what is black or white; it is all grey. 
So the word has to be applied in a thousand 
ways to things of which the true character must 
be discerned. 

The Spirit applies the living word to every 
motion of my heart. He comes and says: I de
light in you, but I cannot delight in this and 
that. The Father 's word has to be applied to 
everything in me—things in which will has to 
be broken; and, because I am going to be in 
the glory, I purify myself even as He is pure 
(1 John 3 ) ; I have to keep company with Him. 
I am not sent into the world but in the measure 
in which I am able to testify for Christ. It may 
be but a little testimony that I am able to bear, 
but still that is all I am sent into it for—all 
that I am required to go into it for. 

Be in Earnest for Souls 
" I confess to my shame," wrote the godly 

Richard Baxter, " tha t I remember no sin which 
my conscience so much accuses and judges me 
for, as for doing so little for the salvation of 
men's souls, and dealing no more earnestly and 
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fervently with them for their conversion. 
" I confess, that when I am alone, and think 

of the case of poor, ignorant, worldly, uncon
verted sinners, that live not to God, nor set 
their hearts on the life to come, my conscience 
tells me that I should go to as many of them as 
I can, and tell them plainly what will become of 
them, if they do not turn to the Lord. And 
though I have many excuses, yet none of them 
satisfy my own conscience when I consider what 
heaven and hell are, one of which will be the 
end of every man's life. My conscience tells 
me that I should follow them night and day, 
with all earnestness, and take no denial till they 
turn to God." 

Are We Spreading the Gospel? 
"There was a certain rich man, which was 

clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: and there was a cer
tain beggar named Lazarus, which wras laid at 
his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table: moreover the dogs came and licked 
his sores." Luke 16:19-21. 

If you or I were told that we were heir to one 
of the kingdom's of this world, would we not 
feel very rich, and would the thought not come 
to us at once of all the good we could do to our 
fellow men? But we are heirs to no such mean 
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inheritance. Are not we the heirs of glory— 
"heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ?" 
And the question stands before us, "How are 
we using our riches?" 

At our very doors lies the vast Empire of 
China with its six hundred million perishing 
souls, starving* for the "Bread of Life," and her 
sores are such that the very dogs would pity 
her. 

" A million every month in China are dying 
without God, and we who have received in trust 
the Word of Life, we are responsible." During 
this period of China's awakening from her age 
long slumber, now is the time to sow the Pre
cious Seed—who will go to the work? Who 
will share in the joy of the great harvest? 

Some will say that God is sovereign, and if 
He wanted the people in China to be saved, He 
could bring it. about. Do Ave tell our farmers, 
It is foolish to sow the seed that yields the 
golden harvest? God is sovereign! He has 
promised to feed His people; why not sit at 
ease? We know this is not God's way in the 
natural world; nor is it His way in spiritual 
things. 

We know He did feed three million people in 
the wilderness for forty years, and He could 
just as easily feed China's starving millions, 
but His world is, "Give ye them to eat." 

The Lord has called some of our number to 



322 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

carry the glad tidings of the Saviour's dying 
love to these poor people. Are we helping to
gether with our prayers? And if we really 
pray, can we stop there'? It is pointed out that 
we are to pray, not as the heathen, who use vain 
repetitions, nor as the worldly-minded, who ask 
principally, if not solely, for their own benefit. 
"After this manner therefore pray ye , " putting 
the kingdom of God first and His righteousness. 

The parting command of the Risen Saviour 
was, "Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. Have 
Ave been obedient to that command? In China 
is to be found half the heathen population of 
the whole world, and after nearly two thousand 
years, only the fringes have been touched by 
the gospel. 

Many will say, We cannot go to China. What 
shall we do? The example of our Lord Him
self is set before us, "Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus." 

How did He act in view of the sin of a lost 
world—in view of His knowledge of the will 
of God? Was it not these things, the very 
conditions we too have to meet, that brought 
Him out of His heaven to limitless depths of 
self-emptying, even to ' ' the death of the cross ?' ' 
Grievously have His people failed in following 
that example. With the large majority of our 
fellow-men, still destitute of the knowledge of 
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salvation, how can wo, owing everything to the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, remain comfortable 
and unconcerned in a life of self-pleasing? A 
thousand dying every hour of the day and 
right in China, and by far the greater part have 
not yet heard of a Saviour "mighty to save." 

" W e have to do with One who is Lord of all 
power and might, whose arm is not shortened 
that it cannot save, nor His ear heavy that it 
cannot hear; wTith One whose unchanging Word 
directs us to ask and receive that our joy may 
be full; to open our mouths wide that He may 
fill them; and we do well to remember that this 
gracious God, who has condescended to place 
His almighty power at the command of be
lieving prayer, looks not lightly on the indiffer
ence of those who neglect to avail themselves 
of it for the benefit of the perishing.' ' And we 
repeat, " A million a month in China are dying 
without God; and we who have received in 
trust the Word of Life, we are responsible." 
Responsible to assist in giving them the gospel 
directly or indirectly. 

And it may be because we have been so slow 
in going to them, God has sent many thousand 
of them to this country. What report do these 
carry home of Christian America? 

And what of the Chinese; are they worth 
saving?. Surely, for they have never-dying 
souls, as well as others. And NOW is our op-
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portunity to tell them of God's wonderful plan 
of salvation—of a God who so loved the world. 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that who
soever believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting* life. A God of love—how dif
ferent from the gods the Chinese know, who 
fill their minds with terror. 

Are the Chinese willing to hear the message ? 
The story was told us lately of a poor Chinese 
who had found Christ as his own precious Sav
iour. This man was so poor that the squalor 
of his surroundings was past anything we could 
imagine. He sold his one possession—a pig, not 
that he might add a little to his own comfort, 
but that he might return to his old home to tell 
his friends and relatives how great things the 
Lord had done for him. Are such people worth 
saving ? 

Do we forget that the One who said, "Where 
two or three are gathered in My Name, there 
am I in the midst of them," says also, "Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, . . . . and, lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world." Matth. 28:19, 20. And the One who 
says, "This do in remembrance of Me," says 
also, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these . . . . ye have done it unto 
Me." 

A few years ago two Chinese young women 
graduated from the University of Michigan at 
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Ann Arbor. As they were saying good-bye to 
their American friends, a lawyer said to them 
that he was glad they were going back to China 
as doctors instead of missionaries; that what 
China needed was doctors. One of them, Dr. 
Mary Stone, replied that he was greatly mis
taken, for since Eternity was longer than life, 
the soul was of infinitely greater value than the 
body. 

Would that God should raise up many more 
of such, whose hearts burn with love for Christ, 
and love for souls, to go to China! 

Tarry Not 

"The Time is Short." 1 Cor. 7 :29. 

Tarry not. Send forth the message, 
0 'er the sea and through the land. 

Tarry not; the Lord is with thee, 
Pie will bless the willing hand. 

Tarry not. The hungry thousands 
Naught their famished souls hath fed; 

Thine to satisfy their longing 
"With the Father 's Living Bread. 

Tarry not! The cry of captives, 
Bound with sin's unbroken chain, 

Calls for news of blood-bought freedom 
Through the Lamb for sinners slain. 
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Tarry not, for souls are passing 
Out of gloom to darker night; 

Haste to shed along death's valley 
Beams of resurrection light. 

Tarry not, though hosts, assailing, 
Round thy path encamp about; 

Flat fall walls of opposition, 
"When Jehovah bids thee shout. 

Tarry not! The Lord is coming 
Soon to reckon with His own; 

Saith He not, "Him, who overcometh, 
I will seat upon My throne !" 

Ye Belong to Christ 
There are few Christians, probably, who. have 

not found joy and refreshment from the words 
of the Lord Jesus recorded in Mark 9:41: 
"Whosoever shall give you a cup of water to 
drink in My name, because ye belong to Christ, 
verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his re
ward. And whosoever shall offend one of these 
little ones that believe in Me, it is better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and he were cast into the sea." The promise of 
blessing is held out to the one who gives even 
a cup of water to any one in Christ's name 
because he belongs to Christ. The warning of 
judgment is sounded to any one who causes to 
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offend one of the little; ones that believe in Him. 
"Ye belong- to Christ." Sweet morsel indeed 

to our taste. He owns us, He values vis, lie pro
tects us, He appreciates all done to us for His 
sake because we are dear to His heart of love. 

There are various ways in which we belong 
to Christ, and it will profit us to consider some 
of them a little. 

First, we are His 
By Creation. 

Col. 1. shows us this. One of .the glories of 
the Son of God which the Spirit of God presents 
before us there, is that He is the Creator of all 
things (verse 16). "For by Him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow
ers : all things were created by Him, and for 
Him." This glory of the Lord Jesus is often 
overlooked or forgotten. But the Holy Spirit 
calls our attention to it in John 1:3, "All 
things were made by Him; and without Him 
was not anything made that wTas made," and 
Hebrews 1:2, "By whom also He made the 
worlds," and in other passages as well as in 
Col. 1: already referred to. 

Everything was formed bjT His hand. He 
has made us, and made us for His glory. For 
His own pleasure He created us. As His crea
tures we should be for His delight. Alas! 
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when our first father sinned in Eden, we find 
him seeking to hide from his Maker behind 
the trees of the garden. And Ave too have 
sinned, and we too have sought to hide from 
Him. The pleasure He sought in His creature 
has been hindered by His creature's sin. 
Nevertheless it abides true—we are Christ's by 
creation, we belong to Him. 

But sin having come in, God has manifested 
the grace of His heart. He has declared Him
self to be a Saviour-God. He has given His 
Son to meet us in our deep need, and He has 
been into death in order that we might be 
brought to God. In Him we who believe "have 
redemption through His blood,'' and know that 
"the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin." But the precious blood of 
Christ which has thus procured redemption and 
cleansing for us has purchased us. Thus the 
Apostle Paul writing to the Corinthians could 
say: "What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which we have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a price." 1 Cor. 
6:19, 20. We belong to Christ 

By Purchase. 

He has acquired a new right to us, and we 
who are thus "His own" may rejoice and say 
in the words of the hymn— 
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Lord, I am Thine, Thy love to me 
Constrains my soul to cleave to Thee, 
And gladly to resign 
Whate 'er I have, whate 'er I am, 
My life be all with Thine the same 
And all Thy shame be mine." 

What a wonderful position the Christian oc
cupies, as seen in the passage just referred to. 
His body is now the temple of the Holy Ghost. 
He is Christ's, purchased by His precious blood. 
He is enabled to glorify God in his body. Well 
will it be for us if we keep these things con
stantly in view. It must create a profound ef
fect upon our whole course if we ever have in 
mind the fact that we now belong to Christ as 
bought by Him, and that the Holy Spirit has 
taken up His dwelling-place in us in order that 
God may be glorified in our lives. No longer 
do we belong to the world. Christ's death has 
separated us from it. We are in it, we are 
passing through it, but as we do so we belong 
to Christ, and know that at any moment Christ 
may come into the air for His own and call us 
to be with Himself. 

But we belong to Christ in another way, and 
in a way that is without doubt dearer than any 
other to Him. Not only are Ave His by creation, 
and His by purchase, we are His also 

By the Father's Gift. 
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In John 6 :37 we read: "All that the Father 
giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that com-
eth to Me I will in no wise cast out ." The 
thirty-ninth verse of the same chapter tells us: 
"And this is the Father's will which hath sent 
Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the 
last day." "My Father, which, gave them Me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of My Father's hand." John 10:29. 

These verses show that those given by the 
Father to Christ come to Him, are safe in Him, 
and are kept for Him. The Lord speaks of His 
sheep as His own (John 10:3, 4), and "having 
loved His own which were in the world, He 
loved them unto the end" (13:1). He values 
those who believe on Him as the love-gifts of 
the Father to Himself. May we not say that as 
each sinner comes to Christ he is seen as a fresh 
proof of the Father's love, a gift from the Fa
ther and received and welcomed as such? In 
John 17 we find the fact of our having been 
given by the Father to the Son referred to 
seven times over (verses 2, 6 (twice), 9, 11, 12, 
24). 

Blessed indeed is it to ponder thus upon the 
joy of the Son in giving eternal life to those 
given Him of the Father; in manifesting the 
Father's name to them; in praying for them, 
because they are the Father 's; in putting them 
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into the Father 's care during His own absence 
from them; in guarding them so that they 
perish not; and lastly, in claiming that they 
may be with Him where He is. Precious indeed 
to the Son are the Father 's love-gifts to Him. 

In 2 Cor. 8 we find yet another way of belong
ing to Christ. We are His by creation, we are 
His by purchase, we are His by the Father 's 
gift to Him—all this is blessedly true of every 
believer on the Son, and our souls may dwell 
upon these truths with great delight. But let 
us ask ourselves whether we are Christ's in the 
wav in which the Christians were of whom the 
apostle speaks the words: "This they did, not 
as we hoped, but first of all gave their own 
selves to the Lord and unto us by the will of 
God." 2 Cor. 8:5. Have we done this? Are 
we Christ's 

By Presentation? 
Have we yielded ourselves to Christ? Have 
we given ourselves to Him? Have we ever in 
the secret of our own rooms, or wherever we 
could be alone, said to Him, "Lord, here I am 
—one of Thine own—I am Thine by creation, 
Thine by purchase, Thine by Thy Father's gift; 
now, Lord, I give myself to Thee, for Thee to 
use, as Thou wilt and where Thou wilt and 
when Thou wilt; all that I am, and all that I 
have, I place at Thy service. Henceforth I am 
Thine by my own gift, and only Thine for 
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ever?" It will be a happy day in your history 
when this is true of you. Nothing less is a 
fitting answer on our part to all His unfathom
able and eternal love to us. 

"Lord, we are Thine: Thy claims we own, 
Ourselves to Thee we'd wholly give, 

Reign Thou within our hearts alone, 
And let us to Thy glory live; 

Here let us each Thy mind display, 
In all Thy gracious image shine; 

And haste that long-expected day 
When Thou shalt own that we are Thine." 

Following Wholly 

"Caleb . . . wholly followed the Lord." 

Caleb-like, I 'd still be following, 
Lord and Saviour, following Thee; 

All I am, and have, and shall be, 
All I would, and all I can be, 

Wholly following, following Thee. 

From all creature objects turning, 
Wholly following, following Thee ; 

By Thy Word all wrong detecting., 
Day by day Thyself reflecting, 

Wholly following, following Thee. 
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Turning' to Thyself my vision, 
Wholly following, following Thee; 

On Thy virtues ever dwelling, 
Living streams within me welling, 

Wholly following, following Thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Wholly following, following Thee; 

Known, the bliss of living union, 
Perfect, undis turbed communion, 

Wholly following, following Thee. 

Watered by the dews of heaven, 
Wholly following, following Thee; 

Till, like Caleb, Canaan sharing, 
All Thy faithfulness declaring, 

I shall rest, and rest with Thee. 

Correspondence. 

Ques. Is it r ight to wear jewelry? Does not 
1 Tim. 2:9, and 1 Peter 3:3 expressly forbid it? 

M. I. C. W. 
Ans, These scriptures are plain, and like all the 

rest, are to be obeyed. (Psa. 109:105). 
Let us look at them, and read 1 Tim. 2:9, 10, to

gether. In like manner also, (that is, men were to 
behave in godly ways), the women were to adorn 
(notice that word "adorn") themselves in modest ap
parel, with reverence and soberness, not with 
braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. But 
with good works, which become godly women. Un-
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converted women can have a nice exterior, but only 
Christians can have the good works which are in
deed life works. They only can live for Christ. 

Read 1 Peter 3:2-4. Again they are told what 
they are not to adorn themselves with, and the rest 
of what is outward is left to their own sense of what 
becomes Christians. They are enjoined to chaste 
behavior with fear, or reverence. They are to adorn 
themselves with a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price, and this in the hidden 
man of the heart in that which is not corruptible. 

Let us keep our hearts with all diligence, for out 
of them are the issues of life. If we walk with the 
Lord, we get more conformed to His will expressed in 
His Word. 

Ques. Is the Bride the body of Christ? Some 
say Israel is the bride, and believers now are 
the body. K. A. 

Ans« Israel is earthly, called to an earthly in
heritance. The Church is heavenly, is called to share 
with Christ in heavenly glory. The purposes of God 
for Israel and the nations are from the beginning of 
the world; the purposes of God for the Church are be
fore the foundation of the world. It is the mystery of 
Christ and the Church which was hid in God, kept 
secret since the world began, till it was' given to Paul 
to communicate, and was revealed then to His holy 
apostles and prophets. (Rom. 16:25, 26; Eph. 3:2-10; 
Col. 1:24-27.) 

Israel rejected and crucified their King. God 
raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, then the 
Holy Spirit came down to dwell in the Church, and 
every believer became in this way a member of the 
body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:12, 13.) 

In Eph. 5:22-33, the wife pictures the Church, and 
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the husband pictures Christ. This mystic union is 
seen here in both ways, as His body and His Bride. 

In 2 Cor. 11:2, 3, the saints, or members of His 
body, are espoused to Christ as a chaste virgin, and 
warned not to be like Eve, who hearkened to Satan's 
wiles. 

Following out Rom. 16:26, we go back to the pro
phetic scriptures. (Gen. 1:26.) There in figure is 
Christ and the Church reigning. (Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 
6:2, 3; 2 Tim. 2:12.) 

In Gen. 2 we have Adam, the figure of Him that 
was to come, (Rom. 5:14) set over all things, but no 
companion is found for him, and it is not. good for 
him to be alone. The Lord God caused Adam to fall 
into a deep sleep, and from his side took one of his 
ribs, and made a woman out of it. When Adam saw 
her, he said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh 
of my flesh/' He recognized her as part of himself, 
and this was needed to make the complete man (Gen. 
5:2). What a picture this is of Christ and the Church. 
It could not be Israel, for Christ must die before He 
could have His heavenly Bride. She is taken out of 
His side, made for Him and made from Him, and she 
is His fulness or complement. (Eph. 1:19-23.) 

In Gen. 22 the figurative death and resurrection 
of Isaac pictures the Father and Son in the work of 
atonement. Then in Chap. 24 the Father sends His 
Servant to call a Bride for His Son, and He meets her 
at the well. He, the Servant, adorns her, and fits her 
to be the Bride of Christ, with jewels of silver (re
demption) ; jewels of gold, and raiment suited for our 
heavenly calling. Then the journey, led by the Holy 
Spirit the Servant, who takes care of us all the way 
till me meet our Bridegroom. The Holy Ghost is 
leading home to the Lamb His Bride. We might 
speak of Joseph as type of the Risen Christ and His 
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Bride; and of Moses and his bride. Joseph's bride 
answers to Eph. 1:3; and Moses' bride answers to 
Phil. 1:29, for Moses was at that time type of the re
jected Christ. (Exo. 2.) 

Then John in Revelation tells us of the marriage 
of the Lamb, and His wife hath made herself ready. 
But that is in heaven, and Israel could not be there. 

Then in Chap. 21:1-8, we get eternity, and there 
we see the Church, the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband; that is: in all her 
fresh virgin beauty (Eph, 3:21). Think of it, trans
formed out of such sinners as you and me. (See 1 
Cor. 6:9-11). Wonderful grace! Is it not? And she 
is the dwelling place of God at the same time. (Verse 
3). 

From 21:9 to 22:5 we see her as the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife, displaying His glory to the world in the 
Millennium. (John 17:23; Eph. 1:12; 2:7; 2 Thess. 
1:10). There Israel is at her gates, and angels also 
are under her, because she is the Bride, the Lamb's 
wife. 

Israel is compared to a divorced woman now, 
who shall be restored, but always earthly. The Song 
of Solomon is about this earthly One. Jerusalem is 
the spouse, and the cities of Judah her companions, 
spoken of in this way as the object of her King's 
affections. We must remember it when we use that 
language in speaking of the Church. 

John the Baptist in John 3:29, spoke of the 
Bridegroom. Israel's King was there, and he, a 
friend of the bridegroom, rejoiced that He had come. 
But He, the King, was rejected, and John was be
headed, that God's great purpose concerning Christ 
and the Church should be fulfilled. 
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