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Eighteen Today-

It was Alice M.'s eighteenth birthday. She 

lingered over her presents, and it was late when 

she went up-stairs to get ready to go out. It 

struck 11 before Alice left her looking glass. 

She was sorry to be late on her birthday, and 

when she got sight of the town clock it was 20 

minutes past 11. 

Very quietly she opened the door of the meet
ing place she attended every Sunday, and de
termined to wait till they were singing before 
she went in. A Scripture was being read, and 
as she stood with her hand on the door, closing 
it noiselessly, the first words she heard were, 

"Ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, to be loosed from this bond on 
the Sabbath day ?" Luke 13:16. 

The Holy Spirit sent those words of the 
Saviour right home to the heart of that young 
girl standing at the door. 

"Whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen 
years ," she said to herself, " tha t is me. I am 
eighteen today, and I know that I am not serv
ing God, and they say if I am not, I must be 
serving Satan; and if so, I am his slave." 
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Little she heard that morning except these 
words. She saw she had spent all her life— 
those eighteen years—in which God had given 
her health and comfort and countless other 
blessings, in forgetfulness of Him. She remem
bered He had often called her, and she had re
fused to listen. Yes, she saw it all now; she 
had been bound by Satan for eighteen years— 
she was bound still. How could she be 
' 'loosed"? 

The meeting ended, and Alice returned home. 
Still those words filled her mind. She went 
to her room; not now to spend her time at the 
looking glass, but on her knees before God. 
Earnestly she prayed, 

"Lord, I am bound; I am all wrong. 0, show 
me what to do !" 

Even as she prayed, a ray of God's sunshine 
shone right into her soul. "Ought not this 
woman to be loosed?" came to her mind. "She 
was loosed," she said, " 0 , that I might b e ! " 

More and more God's blessed light shone into 
her dark heart, showing her that though she 
was a captive to sin, bound by sin for eighteen 
years, yet that "One mighty to save," had 
come "to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and to set at liberty them that are bound." 

"When Jesus was on enrth, He said to that 
poor woman, "Woman, thou art loosed from 
thine infirmity." He laid His hands on her and 
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she was made straight, and glorified God. How 
very simple and natural it all was, Alice 
thought to herself, and why should He not do 
the same for her, and even more, now that He 
was in heaven? She would trust Him. 

And so it came to pass that though she had 
been bound by Satan's fetters for eighteen 
years, she too was loosed that very day! 

Can you imagine her joy when she realized 
that she was really set at liberty? And my rea
son for telling you this story of Alice is, that I 
so long for you also to know the gladness of 
being made free from the dominion of sin, and 
thus free to serve your Deliverer, the Lord Je
sus Christ. 

Settled Peace 
A dead and risen Christ is the ground work 

of salvation. "He was delivered for our of
fences, and raised again for our justification." 
Rom. 4:25. 

To see Jesus by the eye of faith nailed to the 
cross, and seated on the throne, must give solid 
peace to the conscience, and perfect liberty to 
the heart. We can look into the tomb, and see 
it empty; we can look up to the throne and see 
it occupied, and go on our way rejoicing. 

The Lord Jesus settled everything on the cross 
in behalf of His people; and the proof of this 
settlement is that He is now at the right hand 
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of God. A risen Christ is the eternal proof of 
an accomplished redemption; and if redemption 
is an accomplished fact, the believer's peace is 
a settled reality. 

We did not make peace, and never could 
make it; indeed, any effort on our part could 
only tend more fully to manifest us as peace-
breakers. But Christ, having made peace by 
the blood of His cross, has taken His seat on 
high, triumphant over every enemy. By Him 
God preaches peace. 

The word of the gospel conveys this peace; 
and the soul that believes the gospel has peace 
—settled peace before God, for Christ is his 
peace. (Acts 10:36; Rom. 5 : 1 ; Eph. 2 :14; Col. 
1:20.) 

In this way God has not only satisfied His 
own claims, but in so doing He has found out a 
divinely-righteous way through which His 
boundless affections may flow down to the 
guiltiest of Adam's guilty progeny. 

Strength for the Day 
Our first pursuits in the morning generally 

indicate where our hearts are. The children of 
Israel had to gather their daily food before sun
rise, or they would be too late; and if the be
liever can rise from his bed, and go about the 
business of this life before he has looked up to 
the Lord, and turned to the Scriptures which 
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testify of Him for renewal of the inward man, 
it is more than probable that His heart has got 
away from God. Nothing can possibly make 
up for a lack of food, for "Christ is a l l ." 

" I am the bread of life: he that cometh to 
Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on Me shall never thirst . ' ' John 6:35, 

0 ! Speak of Jesus 
" 0 ! speak of Jesus—of His grace, 

Receiving, pardoning, blessing all; 
His holy, spotless life to trace— 

His words, His miracles recall. 
The words He spoke, the truths He taught, 
With life, eternal life, are fraught. 

0 ! speak of Jesus—of His death: 
For sinners such as we He died. 

' 'Tis finished,' with His latest breath, 
The Lord, Jehovah Jesus, cried. 

That death of shame and agony 
Opened the way of life to me." 

Meditations on Scripture 
Acts 13 

In the Antioch assembly there were certain 
prophets and teachers, all together waiting on 
the Lord and fasting. In earnest self-denial, 
they were seeking the mind of the Lord. These 
were gifts to th« assembly. They had never 
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been ordained or appointed by men. All of 
them, including Barnabas and Saul, were al
ready servants of the Lord. As they were thus 
occupied, the Holy Ghost said, "Separate Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 1 
have called them." Likely one of the prophets 
received this command and communicated it to 
all the rest of them. It was the Holy Ghost 
calling these to a special work; and in obedi
ence to God's Word, they fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, thus expressing 
their fellowship with them, and so sent them 
away. So they, being sent forth by the HOLY 
GHOST, departed to preach the gospel to all 
men, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile. 
This was a special mission. Paul was an apos
tle before this, and his apostleship was neither 
of men, nor "by man. (Gal. 1:1.) 

The gospel, and the truth as to the assembly, 
are now sent out for obedience to the faith 
among all nations; and these two servants are 
to demonstrate this wherever they go. 

Both Jew and Gentile, when converted, are 
united into one body on the earth to a glorified 
Christ. It was the authority of the Holy Ghost 
they were obeying. It was outside of Jeru
salem and Judaism, and altogether independent 
of the twelve chosen by the Lord when on earth 
It is not Christ as the Messiah after the flesh. 
He is now known only by faith, as at the right 
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hand of God. It is the continuation of the 
work begun at Jerusalem, but now clearly 
elating' from heaven, where Christ the Head 
sits, giving the members a heavenly place and 
character. This is the object of their testimony, 
and the Holy Ghost is the energy and authority 
for their action. 

It was Barnabas who presented Saul to the 
assembly in Jerusalem after his conversion, and 
was sent to Antioch to confirm the work there, 
and who also brought Saul there to help in 
teaching the saints what Christianity is, dis
tinct from Judaism. It was at Antioch the dis
ciples were first called "Christ ians." God, in 
His grace, raises up the instruments for His 
work, and supplies everything needed for the 
work as they go, never taking them out of the 
place of dependence, and meeting their need. 

It was at Salamis they preached the Word of 
God in the synagogues to the Jews. John Mark 
was their attendant. They begin with the Jews. 
Paul in this way recognizes the counsels and 
promises of God about that nation, and acts 
with the patience and longsuffering of God all 
through his life, though the Jews continued to 
oppose with implacable hatred. 

Saul goes on preaching to the Jew first, and 
also to the Gentile, then truth and grace known 
in the heart, manifested in God's assembly 
that there was no difference between them. 



64 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

God remains the same in His character and is 
fully revealed; the veil is rent. His love to 
man, and His hatred to sin, are told out. And 
sin must ever be the same, and opposed to all 
that God is. The truth cannot change, and the 
oneness of the assembly displays the grace that 
makes both Jew and Gentile one. As Jews they 
were given the first place, but all are concluded 
under sin, and are alike subjects of the sov
ereign grace, that not only saves them, but 
unites them to Christ in glory, a glory to which 
the Holy Ghost bears witness to accomplish it 
here below. This does not hinder him declaring 
the condition of the Jews, who remained Christ-
rejectors, when it was required. 

Till now, they possessed all the light that was 
in the. world, but they rejected the Lord—the 
true Light. They had fallen into darkness, and 
hated the Light, and jealousy of it now filled 
their hearts, and God's judgment fell upon 
them. (1 Thess. 2:14-16.) We find an illus
tration of their condition in Elymas, the sor
cerer, a false prophet, a Jew called Bar-jesus. 
Sergius Paulus, a prudent man, the deputy of 
the countrv, called for Barnabas and Saul, and 
desired to hear the Word of God, but this sor
cerer withstood them, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith. Then Saul, (whose 
name now is changed to Paul, changing from 
Jewish to Roman), filled with the Holy Ghost, 
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set his eyes on him, and said, " 0 , full of all 
subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season." Immediately there fell on 
him a mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand. Then 
the deputy seeing what was done, and being 
astonished at the teaching of the Lord Jesus, 
believed. 

So the Jews are smitten with blindness, 
though only for a season, but God carries on 
His work of grace. Paul and his company, an 
expression which makes him the principal, go 
on to Perga in Pamphylia, and John Mark dis
tinguishes himself by returning from the work 
to Jerusalem. From chap. 15:38 we see his 
failure and preference for the work under Ju
daic influence that unfitted him for the rigorous 
work amongst the Gentiles. 

Verse 14. They now come to Antioch in 
Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and sat down, after the reading 
of the law and the prophets. The rulers of the 
synagogue, said, "If ye have any word of ex
hortation for the people, say on." Paul begins 
by rehearsing part of Israel's history to David, 
to trace the birth of the Lord Jesus according 
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to promise. (Psa. 132:11.) Then John the 
Baptist had announced His coming, and pre
pared the way, and asserted, " I am not He. 
But, behold, there cometh One after me, whose 
shoes of His feet I am not worthy to loose. 
Men and brethren, children of the stock of 
Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth 
God, to you is the word of this salvation sent." 
He then pictures the rejection and crucifixion 
of Christ by the rulers at Jerusalem, His burial, 
and the powerful intervention of God in rais
ing Him from among the dead, and He was 
seen many days of His followers, and those 
special witnesses who had companied with Him 
in the days of His flesh, proving that it was 
fulfilling God's promise which was made unto 
the fathers in the 2nd Psalm, and now ful
filled to the children, in raising up Jesus as the 
servant Son of God: "Thou art My Son, this 
day have I begotten Thee." (Leave out the 
word "aga in" in verse 33.) The word in verse 
34 is also fulfilled in His resurrection, " I will 
give you the sure mercies of David." (Isa. 55 :3.; 
And in the 16th Psalm, "Thou shalt not suffer 
Thine Holy One to see corruption." David 
fell asleep, and saw corruption, but He, whom 
God raised from the dead, saw no corruption. 

And now he announces the blessed truth of 
the gospel to them—to all who believe, "Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
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that through this Man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that be
lieve are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets; Behold, ye 
despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work 
a work in your days, a work which ye shall 
in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto 
you." (Also Hab. 1:5.) 

As the Jews went out of the synagogue, the 
Gentiles besought that these words might be 
preached the next Sabbath—and verse 43 tells 
us many of the Jews and proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas: who speaking to them, 
persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 
Next Sabbath, nearly all the city came to hear 
the Word of God. But when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, they were filled with envy, and 
spake against those things which were spoken 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. They 
could not bear that another religion than theirs 
should influence the Gentiles. Man's religion, 
even in the unconverted, is very dear to him, 
but the truth brings the heart and conscience 
into touch with God. 

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
said, " I t was necessary that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to you: but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 



68 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded 
us, ' I have set Thee to be a light of the Gen
tiles, that Thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of the earth.' " (Isa. 49:6.) On 
this ground the apostles turn to the Gentiles. 

Free grace toward the whole world is now 
proclaimed, "God so loved the world." But 
the grace of. God must enter each heart believ-
ingly to possess the truth. So it was here. 
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, 
and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
And the word of the Lord was published 
throughout all the region. 

Here again we are shown the natural heart 
of man, and that the testimony of the gospel 
is hated by it, and God permits us to see it, 
and to feel that this is the day still of Christ's 
rejection. The Jews stirred up the devout and 
honorable women, and the chief men of the 
city, and raised persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 
They shook off the dust of their feet, in testi
mony of the judgment awaiting those who 
deliberately reject the grace of God that had 
brought salvation to them. And the Word re
cords that the disciples were filled with joy 
and with the Holy Ghost, ready to enter the 
next field, which was Iconium. 
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The world is still Satan's world, but the 
grace of God calls out of it those who believe. 

"Grow in Grace" 

I want to say a few plain things to those who 
are young in the way. We are all too prone to 
settle down quietly with what through grace 
we have received, and to forget that there is 
such a thing as "increasing' by the knowledge 
of God." A child is not born to be always a 
child. Its parents and friends would not be 
satisfied if it always remained a babe in arms, 
and would be much disappointed if it did not 
grow in size, strength and intelligence day by 
day. Thus it is in the family of God. The 
apostle, in writing to the children of God, says, 

"I write unto you [little] children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for His name's 
sake.'' 

This is the wonderful privilege of even the 
babes in the family of God. It is a privilege 
common to all in the family, whatever their 
growth and stature may be. Thus we are told 
in Luke 1:77, we have the knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of our sins, and it 
is thus at the threshold of the Father 's house, 
and the starting-point of the heavenly wTay. 

Are you all clear as to this? 
Perhaps some are asking, "How may we be 

sure that our sins are forgiven?" A very im-
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portant question, but thanks be to God, the an
swer is 

clear and distinct. 
"Him hath God exalted with His right hand 

to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give . . . . 
forgiveness of sins." Acts 5:31. 

"Be it known unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins." Acts 13:38. 

These two scriptures point us upward to 
heaven, to the throne where the risen and ex
alted Saviour sits at God's right hand. Sent 
bv God, He came forth from the Father to ac 
complish His will. He descended into' the 
depths of woe and anguish under the judgment 
of God, for His glory when "He bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree." "He died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures.'' He was 
buried, and thus His life was ended here. But 
in all this He was 

our Substitute. 
"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the Just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God." 

God has raised Him from the dead. He has 
risen into a new condition of life. "Christ 
being raised from the dead dieth no more." 
The whole black past is not only obliterated 
from the eye of God, but the history of the sin
ful race is closed for ever, and the risen Lord 
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becomes the Head of a new race, and the Cen
ter of a new circle of blessing on which God's 
eye ever rests with favor and complacency. We 
are brought into relation to this new scene by 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and it 
is God's will that we should enter in spirit into 
these divine realities and thus no longer "live 
unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us 
and rose again." We look up and see the One 
who bore our sins in full acceptance and glory 
at God's right hand. Nothing can touch Him 
tfrere, nor can He ever change. 

" I change, He changes not, 
God's Christ can never die; 

His love my certain resting-place, 
He lives for me on high." 

"God is satisfied with Jesus, 
I am satisfied as well." 

And here there is perfect agreement, and per
fect rest. 

The Sword of the Spirit. 
Cesar Malan, when traveling on one occasion, 

met an infidel, with whom he entered into con
versation, and in the course of his remarks, he 
quoted various passages of Holy Scripture. The 
infidel told him it was of no use his quoting 
from that book to him, inasmuch as he did not 
believe one word of i t ; that he should first es-
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tablish its authenticity. 

Malan replied, " Suppose I were to plunge 
a sword into your body, there would surely be 
no need of any logical proof that it was a 
sword it would prove itself by the effect upon 
your person." 

He then proceeded with the conversation, still 
quoting from the Word of God. 

They parted; but the truth of the Word oi! 

God did its own work. It entered, as the sword 
of the Spirit, into the heart of the infidel, and 
cut its way through his infidel system, showing 
it to be a mass of folly, and himself to be a 
guilty hell-deserving sinner. Time rolled on, 
and after many years, Cesar Malan was ac
costed by a gentleman who asked him if he 
remembered having met him? He then told 
him that the Word of God had, in very deed, 
proved itself, in his case, to be the sword of the 
Spirit, and he now needed no logical proof. 

Dear young Christian, do we not want to 
quote Scripture more after this fashion, with a 
deep and earnest faith in its divine power, with 
a full assurance that it is nothing less than the 
"sword of the Spiri tV 

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful, 
find sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
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heart." Heb. 4:12. 

COME, 

LORD, 

JESUS, 

"Come, Lord Jesus" 
Rev. 22 :20 

Lord Jesus ! Hearts are waking, 
Won, attracted unto Thee; 
We have seen where now Thou dwell-

est, 

And we long to be with Thee, 
True and faithful to Thy word, 
Quickly Thou will come, blest Lord. 

we own Thy blood has washed us 
From our sins of scarlet dye; 
Brought us to Thy God and Father, 
In Thyself for ever nigh— 
Soon with Thee to have our part 
In that glory where Thou art. 

Saviour, we adore Thee 
For Thy wondrous, matchless grace; 
Sweeter songs of praise we'll giv^ 

Thee 
When we gaze upon Thy face. 
Surely, Thy return draws nigh: 

Come, Lord Jesus, come,'' we cry. c c 

The Friendship of the World 
"The friendship of the world is enmity with 

God; whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God." 
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Powerful testimony! which judges the walk, 
and searches the heart. The world's true 
character has now been manifested, because 
it has rejected and crucified the Son of God. 

Man has been already tried, without law 
and under law; but after he had shown him
self to be wholly evil without law, and had 
broken the law when he had received it, then 
God Himself came in grace. Christ became 
man in order to bring the love of God home 
to the heart of man, having taken his nature. 
It was the final test of man's heart. He came 
not to impute sin to them, but to reconcile the 
world to Himself. But the world would not 
receive Him; and it has shown that it is under 
the power of Satan and of darkness. It has 
seen and hated both Him and His Father. 

The world is ever the same world. Satan 
is its prince; and all that is in it, the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but of the world. 
The heart of man, the flesh, has since the fall 
been always enmity against God. It is often 
thought and said, that since the death of 
Christ, Satan is no longer the prince of this 
world; but it was at the cross that he mani
fested himself as its prince, leading on all men, 
whether Jews or Genitles, to crucify the Sav
iour: and although men now bear the name 
of Christ, the opposition of the world to His 
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authority remains the same under that prince. 
Only observe and see if the name of Christ 

is not dishonored. Man may indeed be taught 
to honor i t ; but it is none the less true that 
where he finds his enjoyment, where his wTill 
is free, he shuts out Christ, lest He should come 
in and spoil his pleasures. If left alone he does 
not think of Him, he does not like to be spoken 
to of the Saviour; he sees no beauty in Him 
that he should desire Him. Man likes to do his 
own will, and he does not want the Lord to 
come and oppose it ; he prefers vanity and 
pleasures. 

We have the true history of the world and its 
practical principles in Cain. He had slain his 
brother, and was cast out of the presence of 
God, despairing of grace, and refusing to hum
ble himself. By the judgment of God he was 
made a vagabond on the earth; but such a con
dition did not suit him. He settled down 
where God had made him a vagabond, and he 
called the city after the name of his son, to 
perpetuate the greatness of his family. That 
his city should be deprived of all the delights 
of life would be unbearable, therefore he multi
plied riches for his son. Then another mem
ber of the family invented instruments of mu
sic; another was the instructor of artificers in 
brass and iron. 

The world being cast out from God, sought 
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to make its position pleasant without God; to 
content itself at a distance from God. By the 
coining of Christ, the state of man's heart was 
manifested, not only as seeking the pleasures 
of the flesh, but as being enmity against God. 
However great His goodness, it would not be 
disturbed in the enjoyment of the pleasures of 
the world, nor submit itself to the authority 
of another; it would have the world for itself, 
fighting to obtain it, and snatching it from the 
hands of those who possessed it. 

Now, it is evident that the friendship of this 
world is enmity with God. As far as in them 
lay, they cast God out of the world, and drove 
Him away. Man desires to be great in this 
world; we know that the world has crucified 
the Son of God; that it saw no beauty in the 
One in whom God finds all His delight. 

The Love of God, and Its Objects 
A discovery and a belief of God's love to us, 

when we were sinners, rebels, and traitors, only 
can produce love in our hearts to Him. But the 
belief in this love of God to us in all its free-
ness, fulness, immensity, and eternity, works 
by love to Him with invincible strength, and 
with unwearied diligence in God's service. 
And as the effect is always proportioned to its 
cause, so the clearer our apprehension of, and 
the more firm our belief is in God's love to-
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wards us, the more ardent will be our love to 
Him, and .the more active our diligence in His 
service. Here is the mystery, as well as the dif
ficulty of the faith that works by love; for 
mysterious indeed, it is to all but those who 
thus live, and even they know but little of it. 

Nothing can conduce more to strengthen our 
faith in the free love of God, than an enlarged 
knowledge of the dignity, and the glory of the 
person of Christ; for by this we know the love 
of God, in that He gave His Son to die for us. 
The greatness of the gift which love has be
stowed, proves the greatness of the love itself. 
And as we increase in the knowledge of the 
gift, so also shall we grow in the knowledge of 
the love that bestowed it. 

"God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son." 

If you would know His love, consider His 
gift; for His love is as great as His gift, and it 
will heighten both, if we consider the objects 
of this love, on whom this gift was bestowed— 
a world of sinners—yet in their sin, and in the 
very height of their enmity against God. 

0 ! the height and depth of that love which 
comprehends two such extremes! What can 
be conceived more distant from, or more un
suitable to each other! But, behold, divine love 
brings them both together, and gives the Son 
of God to man in the extreme of his guilt and 
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misery. 

Disappointment. 

' ' Disappointment—His appointment.' ' 
Change one letter, then I see 

That the thwarting of my purpose 
Is God's better choice for me. 

His appointment must be blessing 
Though it may come in disguise, 

For the end from the beginning 
Open to His wisdom lies. 

''Disappointment—His appointment.' ' 
"Whose? The Lord's, who loves me best— 

Understands and knows me fully, 
Who my faith and love would test: 

For, like loving earthly parent, 
He rejoices when He knows 

That His child accepts unquestioned 
All that from His wisdom flows. 

' ' Disappointment—His appointment.' ' 
"No good thing will He withhold." 

From denials oft we gather 
Treasures of His love untold. 

Well He knows each broken purpose 
Leads to fuller, deeper trust; 

And the end of all His dealings 
Proves our God is wise and just. 

«*. 
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''Disappointment—His appointment. ' ' 
Lord,.! take it then as such ; 

Like the clay in hands of potter, 
Yielding wholly to Thy touch, 

All my life's plan is Thy moulding— 
Not one single choice be mine; 

Let me answer unrepining, 
"Father, not my will, but Thine." 

: ' Disappointment—His appointment. ' ' 
Change the letter then, dear friend; 

Take in cheerful acquiescence 
All thy Father 's love may send. 

Soon will faith be lost in vision, 
Then in glory thou shalt see 

"His appointment," and that only, 
Was the right way home for thee. 

Correspondence 

Ques. Is the Epistle of James weakened or 
limited in its application to present day condi
tions of the assembly of God, by the address to 
the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad; 
does this confine it to the Jews? R. M. 

Ans. The subject of the Epistle is practical 
righteousness, and this is the fruit of accomplished 
redemption. We look for practical righteousness in 
all who profess to know God, and to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And this fruit comes from those who 
have the divine nature in them, through being born 
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again by the word of truth. This is why he says, 
"Faith without works is dead." There are no in
structions to the assembly as such. It is all indi
vidual. 

This Epistle is all true, and the word of the living 
God, and for the obedience of faith. In reading and 
applying it, we still keep in view that we are heav
enly citizens, and that all the grace needed to walk 
according to this Epistle, like all the rest, is the ever 
flowing grace of Him who giveth more grace, and that 
the condition of our souls needs to be like Him who 
was meek and lowly in heart, for He resisteth the 
proud and gives grace to the humble. 

The principle of 5:14, 15, 16 may be carried out 
where there is humility, brotherly confidence and 
love, though we have not official order now, as then 
when it was written. It is plainly a kind of dis
cipline, and not meant to apply to every sickness. 
But we have the privilege of taking all to the Lord, 
and of resting in His ordering for us. 

Ques. Please explain Psa. 16:2, last clause, 
"My goodness (extendeth) not to Thee." 

R. M. 

Ans. Psa. 16 presents Christ as a man, perfect 
in all His ways. 

"Preserve Me, 0 God," is the expression of His 
dependence. 

"For in Thee do I put My trust," is His con
fidence. 

"0 My soul, thou hast said unto the LORD (Je
hovah) Thou art My Lord" (adon, lord or master), 
this is His subjection. 

"My goodness (extendeth) not to Thee: but to 
the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent, 
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in whom (or them) is all My delight," this is Hi.* 
lowliness. He is not here claiming equality with 
God, but associating Himself with the saints on earth. 
We see this historically in Matth. 3 when He was 
baptized of John in Jordan, thus fulfilling rir'iLcous-
ness, the One who had no sin, taking His place with 
the believing remnant of Israel in confessing their 
sins. And here the Father justified Him by giving 
Him as a sinless man, the Holy Spir.'t, pnd own'ns 
Him as His behoved Son in whom His delight was. 
This was His lowly grace expressed in "My goodness 
extendeth not (up) to Thee," but (down) to the 
saints, etc. 

Verse 4 is His separation from evil. He was all 
that the godly man should be. 

Ques. Did Christ on the cross bear the sins 
of the whole human race? Or only the sins of 
those who believe? N. F. A. 

Ails, We should notice how the scripture reads, 
and we shall find that the death of Christ is the 
righteous ground on which God in grace can forgive . 
sinners. We can mention a few verses: (John 3: 
14-16; Rom. 5:6, 8; 1 Tim. 1:15; 2:4, 5, 6; Heb. 2:9; 
2 Cor. 5:15; 1 John 2:2.) There we see salvation 
offered to all—God's love going out to all. 

The language of faith, that is, of those who be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, gives the knowledge 
of forgiveness of sins. In Scripture language we do 
not say to the unsaved, "Christ died for your sins/ ' 
but "Christ died for you." (Rom. 3:24-26; 4:25; 5:1} 
Gal. 1:4; 3:33, 22; Eph. 1:7; Col 1:12-14; 2 Tim. 1:9; 
1 Cor. 15:3.) 

The Lord Jesus said, "If ye believe not that I am 
He, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:24). The 
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unbelievers will be judged for their sins. (Rom. 
1:18; 6:23; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 3:22; 5:19-21; Eph. 
5:6; Col. 3:6.) 

So we see the only way of escape is to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. Tell Him you will trust 
Him, then He will say, I bore the judgment for your 
sins, and we who have believed on Him, may say: 

"If Thou hast my discharge procured, 
And freely in my room endured 

The whole of wrath divine, 
Payment God cannot twice demand; 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand, 

And then again at mine. , , 

Ques. Please explain Rev. 20:4; 6:9 and 
Mark 8:35. We would like a full explanation 

W. D. 

Ans. In Mark 8:35 the Lord is showing how a 
true disciple should live. Not all of the disciples 
were saved. Some believed on Him when they saw 
His miracles, but the Lord would not trust them. 
(John 2:23-25.) They could turn away just when 
they pleased; they were not born again, and except 
they were born again, they would not continue with 
the Lord. Some were offended and turned away from 
Him; the true disciples would not turn away. (John 
6:66-71.) Judas Iscariot was one of the apostles, yet 
he was lost, he was a devil. 

We that are saved children of God want to be
have ourselves in a way that is pleasing to Him. We 
are to deny ourselves, and take up our cross and 
'follow Him. We do not desire the pleasures of the 
world as we did before conversion. Their bal's 
and concerts and amusements, their drinking and 
smoking and card tables and parties are not to our 
taste now. They are but the pleasures of sin, and 
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for a short season, and they leave a sting behini 
them. 

The pleasures of our new life, are pleasures for 
evermore. (Heb. 11:25; Psa. 16:11.) If we suffer 
rejection for Christ, we are strengthened by com
munion with Him. If our object is self-pleasing, we 
lose our life. If to please Him is our object in our 
walk and testimony, we shall save it, and though we 
may be called to lose it here, we shall be the gainers 
for all eternity. How many have deliberately chosen 
the world and were lost for eternity; for it they neg
lected God's great salvation, so the lake of fire is 
their eternal portion. They would not own Christ 
here, and He will not own them as His there. (Heb. 
2:3; Rev. 21:8.) 

Now look at Rev. 1:19. This verse gives the 
division of the book. 

1st. What John saw in Patmos, "The things 
which thou hast seen." Jesus as Judge in the midst 
of the Churches which are the candlesticks or light-
bearers. 

2nd. "The things that are." That is, the present 
Church period, from Pentecost till Christ comes for 
His Church, when she is completed. (1 Thess. 4:15-
18.) The wise will go in; the foolish will be left 
out. (Matth. 25:1-13.) 

3rd. "The things which shall be after these 
things." The future after the Church is gone. 

In chapters 4 and 5, we see the glorified saints— 
the twenty-four elders—seated on twenty-four 
thrones. They see Jesus, as the Lamb of God, taking 
the book out of the hand of Him who sat upon the 
throne, and they praise Him as worthy, because He 
was slain, and He glorified God, and wrought re
demption for them by His blood. 

In chapter 6 He begins to open the book, and 
events are seen taking place. Verse 9 is the breaking 
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of the sixth seal. In it we see some who were mar
tyred for the Word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held. "Under the altar" means that they 
laid down their lives. White roles are the symbol 
of God's approval. Their prayer for vengeance, like 
the Psalms, is Jewish, and they are told to rest for 
a little season, till others are martyred. 

Rev. 20:4 mentions these two classes of martyrs. 
"I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg
ment was given unto them"; that is, the twenty-four 
elders, the glorified saints that were caught up. 
(chap. 4:4.) Then those beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the Word of God, is the class we saw 
in 6:9-11. Also those which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had receive! 
his mark upon their foreheads or in their hands. 
(13:15-17.) These are seen in chapter 15:2 as vic
tors. They would rather give up their lives than 
give in to the beast. 

"AND THEY LIVED," means that they are raised 
from the dead—spirit, soul and body united again. 
Now they are glorified, and shall reign with Christ a 
thousand years. (Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3; 2 Tim. 
2:12.) 

That completes the first resurrection; which 
means all the blessed and holy, that is believers, from 
the beginning of the world, that have died, and those 
of the Church are with them, who have not died, but 
were changed and caught up. 

The rest of the dead mentioned in verses 5 and 
12 are those who have died in their sins. They are 
judged at the great white throne, and cast into the 
lake of fire, which is the second death, (verses 11-15; 
21:8.) 

Note. The beast and the false prophet are not 
seen in this present time, but will rise up after 
the Church is caught up. 
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"Call Upon Me in the Day of Trouble" 

Two young people staying with friends, went 
one afternoon to visit the rugged cliffs. 

The girl was a Christian, but the young man 
unconverted. The weather was fine, the view 
exceptionally grand, and both were in high 
spirits. As they neared the cliff, and ventured 
to look over the edge of it, they saw low down 
a natural gallery, and wondered if it would be 
possible'to get down into it. It looked dangei-
ous, but what of that, 

It was a novel position, 

and what a nice thing to be able to say that 
they had been in it! 0, how many will risk 
their precious lives for such a trifle! The tido 
was in, and the water was splashing against 
the rocks many feet below them. It was inspir
ing ! The young man attempted it, and lightly 
leaping from crag to crag; he helped the girl 
to do the same, and so they soon accom
plished their desire and stood gazing at the 
marvelous scene around them. They were si
lently entranced with everything. The time 
passed quickly, and at last they thought of re
turning homewards, but that was not so easy. 

The young man's heart sank within him as he 
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realized the impossibility of the thing". It is 
easier to get down than to climb up, both nat
urally and morally. How many a one when 
tempted thinks this little thing, or that, can
not be much harm. There is no law against 
it, and thus he.yields to temptation. But "Thou 
God seest me" would decide the question at 
once for a Christian. It may perhaps be the 
first little step in the wrong direction, so easy 
to continue in, and so difficult to retrace. 

There is always a moment when strength 
is available from God to resist Satan's attack, 
and we are exhorted to be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. 

An hour or two passed, when to their horror 
they heard a crackling beneath their feet, and 
found that the little gallery of rock on which 
they were standing was beginning to give way. 
There was nothing but death and eternity be
fore them, and they spoke of it to each other. 
The young man acknowledged that he was un
saved, and his companion, praying within her
self, explained .to him man's ruin and God's 
remedy in Christ. The girl was calm, and 
faced death bravely, and trusted God for her 
friend. Then they began to call, but there was 
"no voice, nor any that answered." Another 
hour or two went slowly by, and it was evident 
that the worst would soon happen. 

Meanwhile the people in the home they had 
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left began to be very uneasy about them, as 
they had missed dinner and tea, and the even
ing was drawing on. So a party got ready to 
go and search for them, but for some time it 
was in vain. One of the party, however, heard 
cries, and looking over the edge of the cliff, 
discovered their whereabouts. With all haste 
they procured a rope, and to their delight were 
soon able to rescue them both from their critical 
position. 

How gracious is our God! He is indeed One 
who hears and answers prayer. Often He 
brings people to their wit's end to open their 
eyes to the realities before them. 

Dear young reader, have your eyes been 
opened? Have you been led to ponder the un
certainty of life, and the certainty of death, 
and after this the judgment? This true story 
points to the fact that God's eye is ever upon 
them that fear Him, and His ear is open to 
their cry. 

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
w:rsdom.'' 

Judgment Behind Me 

" I thought," says one, " tha t no one can be 
sure of going to heaven till the great judgment-
day." 

"Where are all God's people who have passed 
away ?" we reply. 
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"Why in heaven to be sure. 'Absent from 
the body, and . . present with the Lord.' " 
(2 Cor. 5:8.) 

"Do you think, then, that after being in 
heaven, some of them hundreds of years, they 
are to be taken out to have it settled whether 
they are to go there or no t ? " 

" 0 , I never thought of t ha t ! " 

All judgment is committed to Christ, the Son 
of man (John 5:22); He is ready to judge both 
quick and dead. (1 Peter 4:5.) But Christians 
will never come into judgment as to their per
sons. It is true, we must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, but it will in bodies 
like His own, not to be judged for sin, but to 
be manifested, and rewarded according to our 
works. (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:13-15.) Chris
tians are the Church, and the Church is His 
bride. He will judge the quick (or living) at 
the commencement, and the dead at the close 
of His thousand years' reign. But Christ Him
self bore the judgment due to the believer 
nearly nineteen hundred years ago, and thus 
we can rejoice in His blessed words: 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hear-
eth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and 

shall not come into condemnation 
(or judgment); 

but is passed from death unto life." John 5 :24. 
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Believers too are in Christ, and "there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ." (Rom. 8:1.) 

Christ on earth had judgment before Him, 
not on His own account, but for us. This judg
ment He bore on the cross. Now He is in glory 
with, judgment behind Him. Where does God 
see believers? In Christ. Then judgment must 
be behind us too. 

"Death and judgment are behind us, 
Grace and glory are before; 

All the billows rolled o 'er Jesus, 
There they spent their utmost power." 

The Judgment Seat of Christ 

Everything will come out there. There can 
be no disguise at all in the pure bright light be
fore the. throne of the discernment of Christ. 
where all the full intelligence of His mind 
will beam out on all His people. It is not the 
question of being saved, but of how we, as 
saved ones, have been walking. Is it strange, 
since it, cost Christ so much to accomplish that 
sacrifice, that when He gets Bus people home, 
He should say, 

"Now, let us look at their walk—there is no 
question as to their acceptance; but let Me see 
whether they have walked according to My 
Father's thoughts, who would have His sons 
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and daughters walking as those who are sepa
rated unto Him by the blood of His Son; as 
those bought with such a price. Did they 
walk worthy of i t ? " 

Meditations on Scripture. 

Acts 14 

At Iconium they proceed to the synagogue, 
and experience the same thing; a great door is 
open to them. The adversaries are many, but 
the synagogue is open to them, and there they 
declare the glad tidings of God's salvation, so 
that a great multitude, both of the Jews and 
of the Greeks, believed. 

The unbelieving Jews are at their work of the 
adversary, stirring up the Gentile minds, with 
evil effect against the brethren. Still for a 
long time they stayed there, speaking boldly in 
the Lord, which gave testimony to the word o.p 

His grace, and He granted that many signs and 
wonders should be done by their hands. 

The city was divided; part held with the 
Jews, and part with ' the apostles. Then an 
assault was made upon them by both Gentiles, 
and Jews with their rulers, to use them dispite-
fully, and to stone them. They were made 
aware of it, and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities 
of Lyconia, and into the region that lies round 
about, and there they preached the gospel. 
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Nothing stops them in their labors. When the 
door is shut in one place, it is open at another, 
and thus the gospel spreads. 

At Lystra, there sat a certain man, a cripple, 
who had no power in his feet, had never been 
able to walk. He listened to Paul telling the 
story of the love of God, giving Christ the Son 
to die for sinners. And Paul beholding him, 
and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, 
said with a loud voice, "Stand upright on thy 
feet,' ' and the man leaped and walked. This is 
the first time we get faith in the one that is 
healed. "When the poor, ignorant, Gentile idola-
tors saw what Paul had done, they cried out 
in their native language, "The gods have come 
down to us in the likeness of men," and they 
called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, 
because he was the chief speaker. Then the 
priest of Jupiter came with oxen and garlands 
to sacrifice to them. When Paul and Barnabas 
heard of it, they rent their clothes, and ran in 
among the people, crying out, and saying, ' ' Sirs, 
why do ye these things? We also are men of 
like passions with you, and preach unto you 
that ye should turn from these vanities unto 
the living God, which made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and all things that are therein: 
Who in times past suffered all nations to walk 
in their own ways. Nevertheless He left not 
Himself without witness, in tfcftt He did good, 
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and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful sea
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 
And with these sayings scarce restrained they 
the people, that they had not done sacrifice 
unto them. 

Thus the apostles sought to persuade the Gen
tiles of Lystra to give up their idols, and to 
believe in Him. But how fickle is man! here 
they preached, to lead them to know and to 
believe in Him. But how fickle is man! here 
they were going to worship the apostles, and 
the next thing we hear, some Jews from 
Antioch and Iconium persuaded the people to 
stone Paul, and then drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead. Such is man, 
when he has not the truth. Paul himself had 
persecuted the saints, and this in a religious 
way. "What a change the gospel received, and 
grace active in the heart, makes in a man in 
such a world as this. 

But the Lord took care of His servant, and 
it was not His will yet to take him home. How-
beit, as the disciples stood round about him, he 
rose up, and came into the city, and the next 
day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. The 
Lord used them there again to the blessing 
of many, then undaunted by what had been 
allowed to happen to them, they returned to 
Lystra, and to Iconium and Antioch, this time 
to confirm the souls of the disciples in the. 
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truth, exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must, through much tribulation, 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Then they 
chose elders for the assembly in each place, and 
prayed with fasting, and commended them to 
the Lord, on whom they believed. Thus the dis
ciples were warned and instructed, and made 
aware in each assembly, what a world they were 
in, and what the portion of-the godly man is: 
' 'All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution." 2 Tim. 3:12. 

Yet if the Christian conforms to the world, it 
will bear with him, but he will lose the joy of 
the Holy Ghost, and of communion with God— 
a loss nothing can make up for. When in the 
company of the world, such an one is ill at ease. 
And in spiritual company, his conscience re
proves him for walking badly; that which is 
pleasure to them, is a reproof to him. 

Note also that here we get elders in the as : 

sembles mentioned for the first time. They are 
chosen and appointed by the apostles. In no 
case do we find the assembly choosing them, 
and the Epistle to Titus confirms this. All the 
elders are really called bishops and overseers. 
(Acts 20:17, 28. Titus 1:5-9.) It is important 
to notice these things, to get a Scriptural view 
of the assembly at the beginning, and to under
stand how terrible has been the departure that 
began, even in the days of the apostles. (2 Tim. 
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3 :l-5; Jude 4; 1 John 2:18, 19; Matt. 13: 
28-30.) All around us is disorder, confusion, 
and corruption, but we need to learn the truth 
as the opostles gave it to us. In Acts 20, Paul by 
the Spirit tells of what is coming, and now we 
see it has come. 

Verse 24 tells of their continued activity. At 
Perga it is specially mentioned that they 
preached the Word, then they go to Attalia, 
and from there sailed to Antioch, from whence 
they had been recommended to the grace of 
God for the work which they fulfilled. Thus 
Antioch is marked out as the place from whence 
they started, and Jerusalem has ceased to be 
the earthly center of God's activities in the 
assemblies. 

When they were come, and had gathered the 
assembly together, they rehearsed all that God 
had done with them, and how He had opened 
the door of faith unto the Gentiles. "And there 
they abode a long time with the disciples." 

What calm superiority to circumstances is 
seen in these true servants of God, as another 
has said: 

"Outrage and violence neither impede the 
work, nor enfeeble the courage of the servants. 
When the Lord so wills it, they return in peace 
to the very places from whence they have been 
driven. It is beautiful to see the calm superi
ority of faith over the violence of man, and how 
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Cod conducts the hearts of His servants. They 
submit to, or, if possible, avoid violence; hut 
if the work requires it, God opens the door, and 
the laborers are there with it again." 

"Be Much in Prayer" 

Eph. 6:18-20 

Be much in prayer, in this dark hour, 
For great are Satan's wiles; 

Far worse than persecuting power 
Are his seductive smiles. 

And error comes in such disguise— 
Smooth-tongued and circumspect— 

That none but truth-enlightened eyes 
The monster can deteot! 

And fair profession, hand in hand 
With evil, stalks abroad 

But to deceive. 0 ! who can stand, 
Save those who trust in God? 

Be much in prayer, 'mid all thy joys, 
So shall their depths increase; 

For lack -of watchfulness alloys 
The very sweetest peace. 

What power to stand is gained by saints 
Who love to "watch and pray." 

And who escapes the desert taints 
In this defiling day. 
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Be much in prayer for laboring ones, 
Who in the Master's name, 

And with the Master's message, run 
His mercy to proclaim. 

The harvest's great, the workmen few, 
And naught of time to spare; 

Iniquity increases too— 
Remember this in prayer. 

"I commend you to God, and to the wwd of 
His grace." Acts 20:32. 

The Awful Future of a Christless Soul! 

Awful, indeed, must be the meeting between 
God and the sinrier on the ground of righteous
ness. When the plumbline is laid to a crooked 
wall, it does not make it straight, but it shows 
out all its crookedness. The judgment-seat will 
prove the sinner's condition, but it can show 
him no favor. The day of grace is past then. 
It is too late to cry for mercy—yes, alas! Too 
late when the sentence, "Depart from M e " is 
uttered—too late when the gates of heaven are 
clored—too late when the gates of hell are 
opened—too late when he and Satan, whom he 
has served, are punished together—too late 
when enclosed within those dark walls, whence 
none ever escape! 
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0 ! what an end for an immortal soul! The 
very thought of it is overwhelming. The soul 
shudders in writing it. 0 ! what can be done 
now to prevent precious souls from being lost? 
is the first feeling of the heart. And, yet, what 
can we say? The only thing that can prevent 
it is done already. Redemption is accomplished. 
Jesus died and rose again. The sure founda
tion of grace and glory has been laid, and who
soever believes thereon shall never be con
founded. 

" Christ was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification." Rom. 
4:25. 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved,' ' are plain words; who can mis
understand their meaning? The gospel is the 
same today as it was when this was given. He 
that believeth on the Son of God, has everlast
ing life. 

Lord of the harvest! send more laborers into 
the gospel-field; and grant, Lord, that Thy 
preachers may never lose sight of the solemn 
results of their preaching! 

Surely, if preachers themselves were more 
alive to the awful future of a Christless soul, 
they would be more in earnest, and more of the 
careless ones would be awakened by their warn
ing voice. The end is near, the time is short, 
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the corning of the Lord draws nigh; and souls 
—many souls—are perishing. 

Let Thy Word, 0 Lord, be clothed with 
power from on high, that it may be more ef
fectual in them that hear i t ; and fill Thine 
evangelists, blessed Lord, with a burning desire 
—a consuming passion—for the salvation of 
sinners. With the fearful end of their unawak-
ened hearers in view, may they speak plainly, 
pointedly, boldly, earnestly and affectionately: 
and may their constant prayer be, 

"Lord, suffer not even one precious soul to 
depart unimpressed, unawakened, unsaved!" 

Waiting for Him 

1 Cor. 15:51-56; 1 Thess. 4:15-17 

There is a great danger in the present day of 
this mopt blessed truth—"the primary hope of 
the saints"—being practically lost sight of. 
' ' We walk by faith and not by sight, ' ' says the 
apostle, but we reverse God's order, and, alas! 
too often, walk by sight, and not by faith. The 
doctrine of the "coming of the Lord" is ac
cepted, but how many believers are living, and 
contented to live, in a state practically opposed 
to that which characterized the saints at Thes-
salonica, who "turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God; and to wait for 
His Son from heaven," 1 Thess. 1:9, 10. 
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Before the Lord left the sorrowing disciples, 
He gave them the promise that He would come 
again: 

" I f I go, and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto Myself, that 
where I am, there ye may be also." John 14:3. 

The disciples were sorrowful because their 
Lord was going to leave them, but what did 
the Lord Jesus give to them to raise them above 
their sorrows? He gave them this hope, that 
He would come again; that He would not al
ways leave them down here in the place of His 
rejection—in the world which had refused Him, 
their Lord and Master, where they could not 
expect to be treated any better than their 
Lord. " I f they have persecuted Me, they 
will also persecute you ' ' ; and again, "If ye 
wrere of the world, the world wrould love his 
own, but because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you." 

If all their hopes and expectations, as to 
the One for whom they had left all, had ended 
here, then they might still have sorrowed: 
but the Lord revealed to them another thing 
—that He had not left them down here to get 
on the best way they could, in a scene where 
everything was against them, and the enemy 
of their souls opposing them at every stejv; 
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had this been the case, it would have been a 
very pitiful one. 

The Lord told them that it was necessary 
for them that He should leave them for a time: 

"Nevertheless I tell you the t ru th : it is 
expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him 
unto you." John 16:7. 

So that by the Lord's absence, we are really 
gainers, for He has given us blessings that we 
could never have possessed had He Himself 
remained with His disciples down here. He 
is gone to prepare a place for us in the Fa
ther's house; and soon He is coming again to 
take us to be with Himself. How soon we 
know not, and His desire is that we should be 
waiting for Him. This is our hope—He is 
coming again. He has left us His word for it, 
" I will come again." 

Are we living in the enjoyment of this? Has 
this hope any real power over our souls? or 
are we practically denying the fact that we 
are "waiting for God's Son from heaven?" 
The Corinthian saints came behind in no gift, 
and were waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Are we following their .example 
in this? It is a question we need to ask our
selves continually—Are we waiting for Him? 

There is one thing which will give the soul 
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a deeper longing for the Lord's return, and 
that is, a deepening knowledge of the One 
who is coming. Who is the One that is com
ing? What has He done for us? It is the Son 
of God who left the glory which He had with 
the Father from all eternity, and humbled 
Himself, took upon Him the form of a serv
ant, was seen walking down here as a man, 
the meek and lowly Jesus, of whom it is re
corded, "Lo, I come, to do Thy will, 0 God" 
—a life of perfect, unswerving obedience to 
the will of God. He could say of Himself, 
and He was the only one that ever could say 
it, ' ' I do always those things that please Him." 
And this very obedience to His Father's will, 
brought Him down even into the dust of 
death. 

He was a perfect Man, the only perfect 
Man that ever trod this earth; He was just, 
but He suffered for us, the unjust; He knew 
no sin, but He was made sin for us. On the 
cross He suffered for us when He offered Him
self without spot to God. "Who His own self 
bare our sins in His own body, on the tree." 

Now we can say, " I n whom we have re
demption through His blood, even the for
giveness of sins," and we have liberty and 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus. We can find our deepest joy and 
delight in the presence of God, because His 
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blood cleanscth us from all sin. And He has 
not only given all that He had—all that He 
possessed, but, blessed be His name, He gave 
Hmself. Could He give more? Impossible! 
By this He has not only met our need, but He 
has also glorified God, and brought us into the 
presence of God, as perfect as He is Himself. 
We are "holy, and unblameable, and unre-
proveable in His sight." 

He is now seated in glory at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, and He is waiting 
there for the moment when He shall come, and 
take us to be forever with Himself to share 
in His glory. He will not be fully satisfied 
till we are enjoying His presence; till we are 
with Him, where He is. He is waiting there, 
and we are waiting here, till we hear that 
"shout, and the voice of the archangel, and 
the trump of God," when the dead in Christ 
shall rise, and we shall be changed; when our 
body of humiliation shall be fashioned like 
unto His own body of glory, and when we 
shall enjoy Himself, and the fulness of His 
love for ever. 

May the Lord, in His grace, keep this blessed 
hope ever and always fresh before our' souls, 
that we may be in living association and com
munion with Himself while passing through 
this world, as those not of it, but as those 
separated to Him, who gave Himself for us; 
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so occupied with Him that we may be really 
and truly waiting for Him; looking for and 
expecting to hear His voice, "When this mor
tal shall put on immortality," and death be 
"swallowed up in victory." 

0 ! may He preserve us, and keep us from 
being in any degree in the condition of that 
"evil servant," who says in his heart, "My 
Lord delayeth His coming," but that we may 
be ever, and always, watching and waiting 
for Him. 

A little while—He'll come again; 
Let us the precious hours redeem; 

Our only grief to give Him pain, 
Our joy to serve and follow Him. 

Watching and ready may we be, 
As those that wait their Lord to see. 

God Honored 

' ' Them that honor Me I will honor.' ' 1 Sam. 
2 :30. 

A Christian friend gave us an interesting and 
true account of a man he knew named Charlie 
H . 

He said he had often had conversations with 
this man abou.t God's ways and doings. (Psa. 
103 :7.) One day my friend asked Charlie if he 
ever had doubts thrust into his mind as to God's 
faithfulness and care of His people. 
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Charlie said in reply that he should not doubt 
God, for He had done such wonderful things 
for him during his life that it would be a shame 
for him to distrust Him for a moment. 

"Once," said he, " I started with some other 
men to cross the prairie with some horses and 
carts. I am afraid I was the only man that 
feared God in the whole company. We traveled 
in several small gangs. When the Lord's day 
came the other groups proceeded as usual, 
while I and the few with me rested ourselves 
and our horses. I had a quiet day of com
munion alone with the Lord, and He made me 
very happy in His presence. Every Lord's day 
we did the same, and so it came to pass, that 
we were the first of the party to arrive at our 
destination, fresh and hearty, while the others 
came in later, jaded and depressed. 

On one occasion during this journey the men 
with him, who had some confidence in his 
prayers, came to him, saying that there was no 
prospect of finding any water for the animals, 
and that they would soon assuredly die of 
thirst if they did not come upon some at once. 
After they had encamped for the night Charlie 
spent a good while in prayer. The next day, 
rising very early, he mounted his horse and 
allowed it to take its own way. In about 
twenty minutes great was his joy and thank
fulness to God to see a flowing stream, at which 
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the whole party were speedily refreshed and 
their water-bottles again filled. 

The most astonishing tiling, however, he ever 
experienced, happened on another journey 
across the prairie. Our youny readers are 
doubtless aware that these pathless tracts of 
level land stretch across the country for inter
minable miles. There is nothing to guide the 
traveler but the sun in its course across the 
heavens, and the stars at night. Not a hill or a 
tree to be seen, all rank grass, sometimes 
stunted, but in some places waving high above 
the head of the traveler. Suddenly Charlie 
seemed to hear a voice saying distinctly twice 
over, 

' 'Charlie, go back." Charlie said to the men, 

"Now, lads, you may go on to the town if 
you like, but I feel I must go back; I cannot re
sist this warning. ' ' 

He then left them and returned home. As 
the men were going on their way they found 
themselves suddenly surrounded by a party of 
Indians, who murdered them all with one ex
ception. This man was badly wounded, and, 
falling down, pretended to be dead; but after 
the Indians had decamped, he found he had. 
just strength left to crawl back to Charlie with 
his gruesome tale. Charlie could only believe 
that the Lord had graciously "given His angels 
charge over him, to keep him in-all his ways:" 
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(Psa. 91:11.) 

"We know that such experiences are uncom
mon, but the circumstances prove that God has 
still a tender care over His own, and that noth
ing is impossible with Him. 

"Under His Shadow" 

"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty." Psalm 91:1. 

" I sat down under His shadow with great de
light, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." 
Song 2:3. 

"They that dwell under His shadow shall re
turn ; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as 
the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine 
of Lebanon." Hosea 14:7. 

"Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings." 
Psalm 17:8. 

The secret place of the Most High—• 
The home of God above— 

The shadow of the Mightiest— 
Where dwells eternal love— '; 

There may I rest, and find in Him '"'.'• 
My refuge and defence, \ ^. 

A firm, abiding Tower of Strength, | , | 
'.' And none may drive me thence, .£. | i 
» * — • • • • • • • • - • • t > * p 
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Bon oath the shadow of His wings, 

My soul abides secure, 
He is my Buckler and my Shield, 

His truth shall aye endure. 
No evil can befall me there, 

No plague my soul annoy, 
His angels are my body-guard, 

He fills my heart with joy. 

Beneath H:s shadow, with delight, 
I oft sit down and rest; 

The rich and luscious fruit He bears 
Is pleasant to my taste. 

He satisfies my longing heart, 
He leads me to the feast, 

He spreads His banner o'er my head, 
And I become His guest. 

Beneath His shadow we may dwell 
While here on earth below; 

There shall we restoration find, 
There growth in grace shall know. 

His love shall on our hearts distil 
As fertilizing dew; 

His favor like a sparkling wine, 
Old, yet for ever new. 

Beneath His shadow we can be 
A witness for Him here; 

Observing Him and hearing Him 
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We've kept at all times near; 
No idols can possess the heart 

In which His love is found, 
And, only, always from Himself 

Can fruit for Him abound. 

This refuge may we know, blest Lord, 
The shadow of Thy wings, 

Kept safely in Thy company 
Above all earthly things. 

Be this the portion of Thine own, 
Through each returning year; 

Until Thine advent brings the day 
Of glory bright and clear. 

Prayer 

Let us consider Him, our blessed example and 
pattern. He commenced, carried on, .and ended 
His ministry with prayer. We read of Him 
praying: 

1. At the time of His baptism. (Luke 3 :21.) 
2. "He withdrew Himself into the wilder

ness, and prayed." (Chap. 5:16.) 
3. "He went out into a mountain to pray, 

and continued all night in prayer to God." 
(Chap. 6:12.) 

4. "He was alone praying." (Chap. 9 :18.) 
5. "He took Peter and John and James, and 

went up into a mountain to pray ." (Chap. 
9:28..) 
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6. ' 'He was praying in a certain place." 
(Chap. 11:1.) 

7. "He kneeled down and prayed." (Chap. 
22:41.) 

8. "He prayed more earnestly." (Chap. 
22:44.) 

9. And finally at the close of His marvelous 
life, amidst the agonies of the cross, He prayed 
for His enemies. (Chap. 23:34.) 

Correspondence 

Ques. Is unbelief the greatest sin? Does 
John 3 :18, mean that onlv those are lost who 
have refused to believe the gospel? B. H. 

Ans. It was because man was lost, a sinner in 
nature, by birth and by practice, that God sent His 
?on in love to die. Christ came to seek and to save 
that which was lost. He came not to call the right
eous, but sinners, to repentance. (Matt. 9:13, Luke 
19:10.) The Jew, the Gentile and the unconverted 
professor of Christianity will all be judged for their 
sins. (See Rom. 2:12; Matt. 22:12.) And read care
fully Rom. 9:22; Eph. 5-6; Col. 3:6, which show 
that the unconverted have fitted themselves for eter
nal w^ath by their wicked works. None will be los: 
because that they were born sinners, but all will bo 
judged for their sins that die without Christ. Babes 
that die before the years of responsibility are saved 
by the death of Christ. (Matt. 18:11.) 

Those to whom the gospel is preached, who neg-
hct it or reject it, do fndeed add to their sins, the 
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worst one of all, for by so doing they are condemned 
already. But whosoever t elieveth in Him shall re 
ceive remission of sins, full forgiveness. (Acts 
10:43; 13:38, 39.) 

If they will not believe it, this crowning sin 
seals their doom, and their judgment will be greater 
than those who have never heard the gospel. (Luke 
12:47, 48.) 

All are lost without Chirst. "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by Me." (John 14:6.) 

Ques. In the law of the peace offering in Lev. 
7 -.15,16 does it mean that the offerer ate of it, as 
well as Aaron and his sons? Did it express 
communion with one another? Does our com
munion go on to 1 John 1:3, "fellowship with 
the Father, and His Son Jesus Christ?" And 
is it the same fellowship in ver. 7 ? 

Ans. In the peace offering (Lev. 3:3, 4) we have 
Jehovah's portion of the offering, in the inward en
ergies, emotions and feelings of the Lord typified. In 
the offering priest, type of Christ (verse 33), the 
right shoulder is for His part, the strength is His. 
Aaron and his sons, type of Christ and the Church 
(verse 34), feed on the wave breast and the heave 
shoulder together. There love and strength are both 
seen. It is the fellowship of the whole Church of 
God. 

Then the offerer and his associates eat the rest 
on that day; if it was a thank offering, and if a vol
untary offering, the spiritual power continues an
other day; but after that, the remainder must be 
consumed with fire. I t must always be connected 
with offering to God. And it was the common enjoy-
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ment of all believers if they were clean from defile
ment. Therefore the directions follow the law of 
the sin and trespass offering. 

In 1 John it is necessarily higher than Lev., for 
i t is the fellowship with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. This is Christianity, the knowl
edge of the Father and of the Son. It is only known 
and enjoyed since Jesus died and rose again. It is 
wonderful to have delight in what the Father delights 
in, in His Son, and with the Son in the knowledge 
of the Father. 

To have such fellowship, we must be in the 
light, to have communion with each other, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. This is a statement of our Christian position, and 
w'thout it we could not have fellow3hip with the 
Father and the Son. 

Ques. A. Does Gen. 8 :21 imply that the curse 
of Gen. 3:17 is removed? J. T. G. 

Ans,, We find in Gen. 8:21, the answer to 
Lamech's prophecy in Gen. 5:29. "Noah" means 
"consolation." 

On the ground of sacrifice, po"nt?ng to the death 
of Christ, God starts the world again, though man is 
incorrigibly bad. He gives relief from the curse by 
cultivation, promising seed time and harvest and 
all the seasons to run their course without fail Noah 
fails to govern himself; the first magistrate or ruler 
was the first victim to drunkenness by cultivating a 
vineyard. I t is on the ground of the propitiation of 
Christ that God can bear with this present world. 

B. When were all things given into the hand 
of the Son? (John 3:35-) 
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Ans. In creation, as in redemption, we find 
the Son doing the Father's will. It is the Father's 
will, the Son's work, the Holy Spirit's power. He 
has it by inheritance, but in John's gospel where He 
has emptied Himself, and taken the servant's place, 
we find all things put into His hands as a man who 
has vanquished death and the grave, and all the 
power of Satan. And who can claim a place for man 
in heavenly glory. The blessing is obtained in resur
rection. And so also is His Messiahship in Psa. 21:4 
given in resurrection. 

C. Is Rev. 3:14 the beginning of the new 
creation? 

Ans. Yes, and so it is in Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:18; 
Rev. 1:5. But in Col. 1:15. He is the first born of 
all creation; that is, when He became a babe, He 
must necessarily be the highest part of it. First 
born is a title of dignity. Only begotten is the 
Father's title of affection for the One who ever lay 
in His bosom. 

D. Is 1 Cor. 12 -.28 for the body or for the 
world? 

Ans. 1 Cor. 12 shows the functions of the body 
in its activities in the assembly on the earth, as 
when the apostle wrote—not for continuance.- We 
may not take the place of evangelists, pastors or 
teachers, but we may be helps, and if walking with 
the Lord will be helping to guide the saints in His 
ways. 

\ 
\ 
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"God Is Good!" 

' ' God is good!' ' Such was the answer which 
an old lady, who has known the Lord for many 
years, gave to my question as to her welfare. 
"Yes, God is good. This I have believed and 
experienced, and am convinced, according to 
the Word of God, that it could not be other
wise. When I read the Bible, it appears to me 
that there is written on ever.y page, 'God is 
good.' The ways of God with His people Israel 
testified to this truth. Above all, the giving of 
His well-beloved and only Son, for us poor 
hell-deserving sinners, proclaimed His un
speakable kindness. My faith in the goodness 
of God was truly often put to the test, for I 
have had to pass through circumstances in 
which, more than once, the question presented 
itself: 'Do you still believe that God is good'?' 
But I have always been given to answer: 'Yes, 
T believe it, ' and today, with a thankful heart, 
I can add that my trust in His goodness has 
never been put to shame. My faith was tried 
as gold in the furnace. Often the trials seemed 
long, but they only worked for good. If you 
will listen, I will tell you of an incident through 
which my faith in the goodness of God was not 
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only strengthened, but in which its magnitude 
and glory were marvelously manifested." 

Naturally I was willing to listen to the kind 
old lady. She reflected a moment and then 
began: 

" I have been a widow for many years. When 
God took my dear husband from my side, I 
was left with an only son. He was my joy and 
comfort. I set my hope, so far as earthly 
things were concerned, entirely upon him. My 
daily prayer for my boy was, that God might 
save him. Relying upon His goodness, I be
lieved that He would answer my prayer. But 
the years passed. My son left school, and en
tered an apprenticeship with a. ship-builder. 
However, my prayer was still unanswered. He 
did not show the slightest interest for the 
things of God. This was a severe disappoint
ment. Sometimes I was utterly cast down, but 
having confidence in God's mercy, I did not 
cease to pray. There was nothing else that I 
could do for him. In this manner several years 
passed. Instead of being converted, he took 
a firmer! stand against the Word of God. I 
well noticed how he preferred to associate with 
his worldly-minded companions, and chose 
rather to go to places of amusement, than to 
stay with me and listen to what I read to him 
out of the Scriptures, or told him about the 
goodness and love of the Saviour, 
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"One day something' awful happened. In 
the morning my son went to work, well and 
sound as usual. But how quickly a misfortune 
may happen. Soon after, a messenger came and 
brought the report that he had fallen from a 
mast, and broken several ribs. You can 
imagine how frightened I became. My first 
thought was, 'Where will his soul go if he dies?' 
Then I heard a voice within me—it was the 
voice of unbelief asking, 'Do you. still believe 
that God is good?' But the Lord gave strength 
to silence this voice immediately. Yes, I could 
gladly say to myself, 'God is good,' even though 
He led through depths in which my faith in 
His goodness was ready to fail. All things 
work together for good to those who love God. 
With these thoughts in my heart, I hurried to 
the place of disaster. The wounds of my son 
had already been dressed. I thanked God that 
I was permitted to see him alive, and had con
fidence that the Lord would not take him away 
as yet. My son was spared to me, and after 
several months, was able to resume his work. 

" I had hoped that this accident would cause 
him to reflect. I called his attention to the fact 
that it was the Lord's goodness which saved 
him from the brink of death. But even this 
grave circumstance wrought no change in him. 
He still pursued his former course. I otherwise 
had no reason for complaint. It was just the 
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thought of providing a better living for me 
that eventually ripened into the resolution of 
becoming a carpenter on a sailing vessel, which 
was about to start on a trip to several foreign 
countries. This resolution brought me new 
fear, and I did everything to discourage the 
thought in mv son. I assured him that I was 
wholly satisfied with that which the Lord had 
given me, and pointed out to him the great 
dangers which accompany such a voyage, as 
well as the sorrow which the long separation 
from him would cause me. But all in vain. 
Neither warning nor tears were able to keep 
him back. The idea of providing a more com
fortable living for me by this means, caused 
him to overlook all else. So I could do nothing 
but commit him to the Lord, and thus let the 
matter take its course. God could also, in this 
way, manifest His goodness to me, even though 
I could see only darkness and sadness. When 
the hour of his departure came, I let my dear 
boy go in peace. I commended him to that God 
in whose hand are all our paths, and whose 
eyes run throughout the whole earth. 

"My son promised me to avail himself of 
every opportunity of sending me word. But 
none came. I received neither letter nor mes
sage. Months passed and finally years, but I 
obtained no report of my son; also of the ves
sel nothing more was heard. It appeared to 
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have been tracklessly lost. What this suspense 
meant to me, you can imagine. I t was a time 
during- which Satan showered his fiery darts 
upon me. It was then not always easy to re
main steadfast as to the goodness of God. At 
times I was utterly cast down, but grace kept 
me. However mysterious God's ways and deal
ings might appear, I could still hold fast to the 
fact that God is good. Today I rejoice that I 
did not sadden the heart of my faithful God 
and Father by doubting His love. The issue 
was so glorious. 

"After having heard nothing for many years, 
and I had practically given up every hope of 
again seeing my son in this life, there came, one 
day, a knock at the door. I opened, and there 
stood a man, who when he saw me, fell on my 
neck, and rejoicingly cried: 

" 'Mother, God is good!' 

" 'Yes, God is good,' I answered, as in a 
dream. Was it possible? Was it truly the one 
thought to be dead, whom I now held in my 
arms, and across whose lips there came again 
and again, 'G-cd is good'? 

"Yes, it was he. Now listen to his story, and 
praise God with me for His matchless kindness: 
The vessel on which he sailed passed through a 
region of many islands. The inhabitants of 
these were heathen and noted sea robbers. They 
attacked the ship, killed a portion of the crew, 
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and took the rest with them as slaves. After a 
time they put my son, together with a com
rade, on one of the islands, and sold them to 
the tribe dwelling there. 

"Then began a terrible time. They were 
compelled to work as slaves under much tor
ment from their wild and barbarious masters. 
The sufferings of the soul were as great as 
those of the body. But even those circum
stances did not bring my son to conversion and 
repentance. His only wish was to escape, even 
though it cost him his life. Concerning the 
things that pertain to the life after this, he 
gave no thought, nevertheless he was some
times tormented by remorse because he paid no 
heed to my wishes for him to remain at home. 
Now and then there was a remembrance of my 
admonitions, but this was only for a moment. 
In the next instant these were overcome by 
thoughts of his wretchedness; and the question 
of how he could free himself, shut out every 
other thought. 0, how foolish man is! That 
which is for time, and fills these passing years 
on earth, captivates his whole thought and 
mind. About eternity, he desires to know 
nothing. 

" A long time the two captives had spent on 
the island; how long they did not know. Then 
the following took place: A great feast was 
to take place in honor of the principal idol of 
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the inhabitants of this island, and as the chief 
sacrifice, a human being was to be offered. 
Naturally, the choice fell upon the two white 
prisoners, and it was suggested to cast lots to 
determine which of them should die. The lot 
fell upon my son. His fear was great, as you 
can well imagine. But even in this great trial, 
he did not turn to the One who alone could help 
him. However great the fear of the awful 
death which awaited him may have been, in
wardly he remained unmoved. He was dragged 
before the offering priest, who undressed and 
examined him minutely, to see that there was 
no imperfection on him. Marvelously, the 
scars which dated back to his fall from the 
mast, were used as the means of his deliverance. 
As soon as the priest saw these, he rejected the 
offer as unfit. My son was saved; but his un
fortunate comrade, on whom the eye of the 
priest found nothing adverse, was offered to 
the idol in his stead. 

"The horrible spectacle made a deep inpres-
sion on him. Even this did not produce the 
desired effect, but caused him nevertheless to 
cry from the depths of his heart to God for 
help. The life on the island was for him hence
forth unbearable. God in grace heard his 
prayer and sent aid. 

"One morning he saw a vessel. Through sig
nals of distress he sought to direct the atten-
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tion of those on board to himself, and to his 
infinite joy he noticed, after a time, that his 
endeavors were successful. A small boat was 
put out to get him. The natives wisely hid 
themselves, and so my son was brought on 
board the ship unmolested. God, about whom 
he cared to know nothing, had heard his cry. 
Not until now, was he truly aware of what he 
had undergone in the past several years as to 
mistreatment, privations and perils of death. 
He was again among his own people, and on 
the way toward home. 

"On the ship he began to muse over the won
derful ways of God with him. There for the 
first time his eyes were opened to recognize 
the kindness of God which had accompanied 
him up to this hour. In reviewing his past life, 
he was compelled to say again and again, 'Yes, 
God is good!' Above all, the last events which 
took place on the island, helped to remove the 
bands from his eyes. 

" 'What would have become of meV he 
often asked himself, 'if I, as it was appointed 
to me, had really been burned as a sacrifice? 
In order to have been spared this lot, I had to 
fall from the mast, over which I have often 
murmured, and my unfortunate comrade had 
to take my place.' 

"These and similar reflections now occupied 
his mind unceasingly. They led him to ask what 
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these many manifestations of the goodness of 
God had really produced in him. With shame, 
he owned that thus far nothing but ungrate
fulness had been found. This led him on to a 
knowledge of his evil, unfeeling heart; further, 
to a sense of his utterly lost condition before 
God. For the first time in his life he felt him
self to be in the light of God's presence. 

"He now, although sailing toward his longed-
for home on a vessel among people who spoke 
his language, grew more uneasy than on the 
island where his life was constantly in danger. 
The thought of meeting that God who had 
showered him with tokens of His goodness, and 
for whom he had had nothing but unthankful-
ness, made him very unhappy, and filled his 
heart with fear. He felt that he was no better 
than his comrade who had to die and he was 
spared in such a wonderful manner. "Why was 
this? The answer came to him, 'So that you 
might not be eternally lost.' With this, there 
also came to his memory the stories he had 
heard in his youth. There came to his remem
brance many an earnest word which he had 
then heard, and he finally came to the point, to 
which he should have come long ago, that is, 
he fell on his knees and cried to God for mercy. 

"With this I have about come to the end of 
my story. That my son was not kept waiting 
for an answer to his prayer, I need not assure 
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you. How could God despise a broken and con
trite heart? He directed his eyes to the cross 
of Calvary, to Him who there shed His precious 
Mood for sinners, and there found quick and 
thorough healing. In the place of fear and un
rest, a deep peace filled his heart. He knew 
that his sins were forgiven. All things became 
new. 

"How my son came home you have already 
heard. Whenever I think of that moment when 
the one so long missed, and held for lost and 
dead, fell into my arms, and we together cried 
out 'God is good!' it seems as though my heart 
cannot contain the joy." 

The dear old lady had finished. With awed 
attention I had listened to her story. How real 
was her faith. This was indeed a soul that 
trusted in her God, and she had experienced 
that He will not allow those to be put to shame 
who put their trust in Him. Yes, God is good. 
The psalmist says. 

"My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my 
expectation is from Him. He only is my rock 
and my salvation." Psa. 62:5, 6. " 0 taste and 
see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man 
that trusteth in Him." Psa. 34:8. 

"All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive." Matth. 
21:22. 



"YET THERE IS ROOM" 

' "Yet There Is Room" 

"Yet there is room!" room in His house to fill, 
Though countless hosts appear; 

See, at His table vacant places still, 
O! waiting guests, draw near! 

Forsake your vain and fading pleasures, 
And take His offered, boundless treasures; 

Yet there is room! 

"Yet there is room!" The many ransomed there 
Suffice not for His love; 

He longs that every -one His grace would share; 
His saving mercy prove; 

For still He stands with sinners pleading, 
His voice in heaven still interceding. 

Yet there is room. 

''Yet there is room!" 0 sinner, pause again, 
Think of this call once more; 

Or, is your heart so closed, that Christ in vain 
Stands knocking at the door? 

All His long-offered love discarded, 
Himself a stranger disregarded, 

Who finds no room? 

"Yet there is room!" 0 shame, to feel no need, 
No hungering after good, 

Content upon these empty husks to feed, 
So near to heavenly food! 

Food offered still, if you accept it; 
But know, for those who will reject it, 

There is no room! 

"Yet there is room!" O, sinner, hear it still, 
And then the words repeat!— 
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Come, feeble, weak, despairing, if you will, 
Come to the Saviour's feet. 

Say, "Jesus, give! in full surrender, 
I come, my worthless heart to tender— 

An empty room/' 

"Yet there is room!" When earth can give no more 
A dwelling to her guest, 

Thank God! The Christian sees a brighter shore, 
A home of endless rest. 

It is enough, when death is nearing, 
This blest assurance to be hearing, 

Yet there is room! 

"Yet there is room!" a heavenly dwelling place, 
How infinitely wide! 

There rests the soul, beholding Jesus' face, 
And it is satisfied. 

The flock who follow Him through sadness, 
Is gathering there in holy gladness, 

Yet there is room! 

We Know; Not, We Hope 

" I hope so" is a most common answer that 
the Lord's servants receive when inquiring as 
to the state of people's souls; but the Scriptures 
show (Eph. 2:12) that as long as we are in the 
unconverted state we have 

no hope. 
No, sinner. Your case is utterly hopeless 

apart from the grace of God; so you had bettor 
discard " I hope so" at once. But believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and then you may know; 
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for the language of faith is not, We hope; but, 
We know. 

"We know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding," etc. 1 John 
5 :20. 

"We know that He abideth in us, by tha 
Spirit which He hath given us . " 1 John 3:24. 

"We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness." 1 John 5:19. 

"We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren." 1 
John 3 :14. 

"We know that we are of the truth, and shall 
assure our hearts before Him." 1 John 3:19. 

"We know that, when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him," etc. 1 John 3:2. 

"We know, that if our earthly house . . . 
were dissolved, we have a building of God." 2 
Cor. 5:1. 

"These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know that we have eternal life." 1 
John 5:13. 

Reader, do j^ou know ? 
" I ' m only a poor sinner, but Jesus died for 

me, and I believe in Him; and God says I'm 
saved, and so I know I am!" said a dying girl. 

Again I press it upon you, that as long as you 
are in your sins you have no hope; but if you 
are a believer on the Son of God, you are saved 
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—saved in hope of the glory of God. And this 
is what the Word of God calls " a good hope 
through grace," based on His promises (who 
cannot lie), which are all in Christ, yea, and in 
Him, Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

The Christian, knowing he is saved, rejoices 
:n hope of the glory of God. (Rom. 5 :2.) 

Mediations on Scripture 

Acts 15 

While the work of the gospel of the grace of 
God, and the calling out of assemblies through 
the apostles, Paul and Barnabas, is now stead
ily going on from Antioch, danger of division 
loomed up and we see in this chapter how God, 
in His grace, wrought to avert it. 

Judaizing teachers now7 appear among the 
Gentile converts, saying: ' ' Except ye be cir
cumcised after the manner of Moses, ye can
not be saved." This raised dissension and dis
putation between them and the apostles. A 
number were sent with Paul and Barnabas up 
to Jerusalem about the question. We see from 
the teachings of Paul to the Galatians, how op
posed such a thing is from the Gospel of the 
grace of God, but God revealed to Paul (Gal. 
2:1, 2) that he was to> go up to Jerusalem to 
have it settled by the apostles and assembly 
there. Being brought on their way by the as-
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sembly, they passed through Phenicia and 
Samaria, and gave great joy to the brethren, 
telling the conversion of the Gentiles. 

At Jerusalem they were received of the as
sembly and apostles and elders. There also, 
they declared all that God had done with them. 
Then some of the Pharisees, who had believed, 
rose up and said: "That it was needful to cir
cumcise them, and to command them to keep 
the law of Moses." 

Paul and Barnabas sat still and heard the 
discussion, but they had taken care to go over 
it with those of reputation privately, "lest by 
any means," says Paul, " I should run, or had 
run in vain." They can wait on the Lord, and 
see His delivering grace. The discussion by 
minor voices at last ceased. All seem to have 
been allowed a voice. At last Peter rose up, 
and said unto them: "Brethren, ye know how 
that a good while ago God made choice among 
us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear 
the word of the gospel, and believe, and God, 
which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did 
unto us; and put no difference between us and 
them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now, 
therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we 
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believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they." 

Then amid the silence of the multitude, Paul 
and Barnabas declared what miracles and won
ders of grace God had wrought among the Gen
tiles. Well they knew, as the Galatian Epistle 
unfolds, that law and grace will not mix. If 
a man seeks to be justified by the law, he is 
fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4), but they could let 
it be all fully discussed, so that the Jewish 
Christians themselves would be left to declare 
that the Gentile Christians wrere not to be put 
under law. So that no division of thought on 
that point could separate them. 

James then sums up, and gives the sentence, 
quoting Amos to prove God's intention to bring-
in the Gentiles, which sentence brings in what 
is true for all men, that is, to respect the sanc
tity of the marriage institution; also to own 
that life belongs to God—the blood is His por
tion, and abstain also from the pollutions of 
idolatry, for idolatry denies the living and true 
God, the Creator of all things. Marriage dates 
from Adam and Eve. Gen. 9 tells Noah to pour 
out the blood. Abraham was called out to 
worship the Almighty God. 

Then all agreed to send chosen men of their 
own company to Antioch, with Paul and Barna
bas. They selected Judas and Silas, prominent 
men among the brethren. Their letter read, 
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"The apostles and elders and brethren send 
greetings unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia. For
asmuch as we have heard that certain which 
went out from us have troubled you with 
words, subverting your souls, saying, ye must 
be circumcised and keep the law; to whom we 
gave no such commandment; it seemed good 
unto us, being assembled with one accord, to 
send chosen men unto you with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, men that have hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have sent therefore Judas and 
Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by 
mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things; that ye abstain 
from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from fornica
tion; from which, if ye keep yourselves, ye 
shall do well. Fare ye well." 

When they came to Antioch, and read the 
letter to the gathered multitude, they rejoiced 
for the consolation. Judas and Silas, being 
prophets, stayed with them for a time, exhort
ing and confirming them. When they wrere free 
to go, Judas departed, but Silas preferred to 
labor on among the Gentiles. So did Paul and 
Barnabas for a time. Then Paul suggested 
unto Barnabas, "Let us go again and visit our 
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brethren in every city where we have preached 
the word of the Lord and see how they do . " 

Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
his nephew, whose surname was Mark. Paul 
could not agree to this, for he had turned back 
from it before. The contention was so sharp 
between them that they departed asunder one 
from the other. Barnabas took his nephew 
Mark and went off to Cyprus. He still labored 
for the Lord, but not in the forefront of the 
battle. Paul chose Silas, and departed, being 
recommended by the brethren to the grace of 
God, and he went through Syria and Cilicia, 
confirming the assemblies. 

"We do not forget the real worth of Barna
bas, a true servant of Jesus, to whom the Holy 
Ghost Himself has borne witness; only he was 
not suited to that work. We learn ourselves 
that a heart consecrated to the Lord, without 
other attachment, separated from everything, 
is alone suited to represent Christ in a ministry 
such as that of Paul, and indeed in every true 
ministry." 

"Affection is good, but it is not consecration. 
Woe to us if we have not natural affection—it 
is a sign of the last times (2 Tim. 3:8) ; but 
these are not suited to such a work, a work 
which demands that one should not know any
thing after the flesh." 

" I t is happy to find that, after this, Paul 
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speaks of Barnabas will) entire affection; and 
desires that Mark should come to him, having 
found him profitable for the ministry." 

Love Not the World 

If our affections and desires are lingering on 
earth, or stopping short of a glorified Christ in 
heaven, as the One in whom our life is hid, and 
to whom we are presently to be conformed in 
glory, and that in the glory where He is, we 
shall soon find that earthly things are no more 
than dross and dung. Leave a stone on the 
ground for a time, and it will gradually sink 
into it. And our hearts, if they are not practi
cally in heaven with Christ, will soon become 
attached to earthly things. 

A Man of Spirit and a Spiritual Man 

A man of the world should be a man of spirit; 
a Christian should be a spiritual man. 

How wide the difference between these two 
. designations, and what a contrast they present! 

Necessarily so, indeed, if one be a true charac
teristic of an earthly, the other of a heavenly 
race. For heaven and earth, light and darkness, 
Christ and the world, are not farther apart, nor 
are they more opposed, than a man of spirh 
and a spiritual man. 

What is a worldly man worth if devoid of 
spirit, and what is a Christian without spirit-
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uality? We all understand what is meant by a 
man of spirit; an energetic, active character, 
proud perhaps and ambitious, full of plans and 
projects; one that thinks well of himself, and 
one that is sure to make his way in this world. 

The character of a spiritual man is not so 
easily described, though quite as marked and 
decided. In him natural activity and energy, 
pride and ambition, have given place to high 
and holy qualities, characteristic of those who 
have been called with a heavenly calling. 
Emptied of himself he becomes a sphere in 
which the Spirit of God acts for the glory of 
Christ. His will is gone, and he lives not unto 
himself, but unto Him who died for him and 
rose again. He can in measure say, "Not I, but 
Christ who liveth in m e ; " he bears about in 
his body the dying of Jesus that the life also of 
Jesus may be manifested in his mortal body. 

This, then, is the heavenly in contrast with 
the earthly man; the spiritual man in contrast 
with the man of spirit. Alas! how frequent the 
latter; how scarce the former! 

It must not be supposed that every Christian 
is a spiritual man. For though a worldly man 
is generally a man of spirit, is it equally the 
rule for a Christian to be a spiritual man? 

Indeed, the object of this article is to con
sider a little the question, how a Christian is 
to become, practically, a spiritual man. 
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The first step, undoubtedly, is to reckon the 
flesh dead, that old evil nature, yourself, in fact, 
which God judged, condemned, and executed at 
the cross of Christ. Romans 6; 2 Corinthians 
4:10, and other passages all bring this out. 
But many a sincere Christian reading these 
Scriptures will ask, What is the power for this? 
How is this to be accomplished? Take an in
stance. Here am I, a Christian, but, strange 
anomaly, a man of spirit, interested and ab
sorbed in worldly affairs, carried away and en
grossed by one thing after another; to subdue 

'all my tastes and desire.s would take all my 
time, even had I always the power and the will, 
which alas, I have not. What then is the rem
edy for such a case ? 

In answer to this question let us take up an 
Old Testament story, one of God's cabinet pic
tures, if I may so speak, that lie scattered 
through the word; an exquisite gem cut by the 
Spirit of God, set literally in gold of Ophir and 
adorned with precious stones. Lay aside for a 
short time this pamphlet and carefully read the 
first thirteen verses in the tenth chapter of the 
first book of Kings, containing the account of 
the queen of Sheba's visit to King Solomon. 

One fact that you will remark at the outset 
is that the Queen of Sheba is not attracted to 
Solomon by her need. Nor does she come for 
What Solomon has to give, This is no picture, 
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I take it, of a sinner's approach to" Christ when 
his need is uppermost, and Christ is valued, and 
rightly so, for what He has to give. 

We do not find here a sinner and a Saviour. 
Rather is it the history of one who, having- been 
saved, has known his Saviour by hearsay only; 
one who has been living far away, where men 
of spirit abound, still clinging in some form or 
other to the world that cast Christ out; but who, 
having heard such fair reports of Jesus, has 
come into His presence, not for the sake of 
what He has to give, but to knowT Him who has * 
given all. 

And, I think, if we travel through these 
verses, we shall find out how a man of spirit 
may become a spiritual man, always, however, 
remembering that in the former we do not now 
speak of a worldly man, but of an earthly 
minded Christian. 

The Queen of Sheba comes to prove Solo
mon with hard questions, which, however, soon 
disappear in Solomon's presence. 

And we, too, it may be, busied over our 
Bibles, sometimes find our hard questions all 
vanish as we are brought into the presence of 
the Lord Himself; for difficulties are all for
gotten when Christ is before the soul. Notice, 
too, that the queen has to leave her sphere and 
come to his, to Jerusalem, the city of the great 
king. We also, while living in our circles must 
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ft ver remain far from Christ. To see Him, as 
He is, we must leave our sphere and enter His. 
We must look at Him in the light, not of our 
thoughts, but of God \s words. 

"When she came to Solomon she communed 
with him of all that was in her heart ." So 
gracious was he that she was encouraged to 
open out her whole heart, when perhaps she 
had only thought to puzzle him with the hard 
questions which filled her head. 

And does not each of our hearts echo, I, too, 
know something of this? I have sat over 
Scripture full of head questions, until, getting 
into the Lord's presence, my heart has been 
opened and the head has been forgotten. 

"And when the Queen of Sheba had seen all 
Solomon's wisdom:" what a sight! why the 
half had not been told her, and what had been 
told was too wonderful for belief; and yet it 
had brought her from a far country. 

Does this contain no reproof to us ? Have not 
reports been brought to us by those who have 
known Him where He is? But when at last we 
find oureslves alone in His blessed presence, we 
can indeed say, in the words of an old hymn, 

"The love of Jesus, what it is 
None but His loved ones know.'' 

But it was not the moment the Queen of 
Sheba came that she saw all this. It took time. 
And if we were to spare a little more of our 
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time in this busy, busy age to spend with Jesus, 
how richly should we be repaid! 

To sit and meditate on Him whom our souls 
love, until at last, as we get consciously in the 
presence of the Lord, meditation changes to 
praise. How this reminds us of that moment, 
described in Luke 24, when the Lord made as 
though He would have gone farther, after an
swering all the hard questions of the two going 
to Emmaus. But they constrained Him, and in 
due time found in whose presence they were. 
Had they allowed Him to pass on from want of 
time or interest, as we too often do, satisfied 
perhaps with having our difficulties solved, they 
might never have known it was Jesus Himself 
who was with them. It is the sight of the 
Lord's glory that makes a spiritual man. 

(To be Continued) 

Fragment 

What a thought! to be so one with Christ, so 
living Christ, that we have to put as a test to 
everything, "Would my God like this or that?" 
The Christ of God, who has made me one with 
Himself. "What does he think of i t ? " 

Correspondence 

Ques. What does " t r imming" their lamps 
mean (Math. 25:7)1 J. L. C. 

Ans. The Kingdom of heaven represents the 
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profession of Christianity. In this parable, it is 
seen in the attitude of expecting Christ as the Bride
groom. Ten virgins with lamps or torches, went 
forth to meet the Bridegroom; five of them were wise, 
for they had oil in their vessels with their torches; 
five were foolish, for they had torches, but no oil to 
replenish the light. They were all to be ilghts (Eph. 
5:8.) 

"While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept." They must have gone in somewhere, and 
mixed up with the world. The history of the Church 
tells us, "Thou dwellest where Satan's seat is" 
(Rev. 2:13), and there they lay for a long time. 

Then at midhnight came the cry, "Behold, the 
Bridegroom; go ye out to meet Him." This cry 
awakened them, and there was a revival of the truth 
—Christ <as the Saviour; Christ as the Head of His 
body the Church; the Bridegroom coming for His 
bride—truths for long years neglected. Our distinc
tive calling as belonging to Christ in glory; our 
privileges as holy and royal priests; children of the 
Father; members of the body of Christ; temples of 
the Holy Ghost. (See Eph. 1:22, 23; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; 
John 20:17; 1 John 3:1-3; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 
4:4; 1 Cor. 6:19; John 14:16.) These truths and 
others, gave full assurance of faith and hope and 
understanding, and enabled Christians to look for 
the coming of the Lord with rejoicing as a blessed 
hope. 

The foolish also became active, but all we see of 
them is they find their torches smoldering ("going 
out," margin) and they have no oil. They go to men to 
get it, but their efforts (and it is efforts the poor 
unsaved often depend on), were unavailing, for while 
they went to buy, the Bridegroom came. 

If they had come to the Lord in time, they would 
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have had salvation as a gift, for "the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Chrht our Lord/ But they did not receive 
Christ as their Saviour, and while the others went 
in to the marriage, they were left out; the door was 
shut, they were shut out to eternal woe. How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great salvation? 

But the wise trimmed their lamps also. Every 
believer in Christ is ready, lecause he is a believer; 
he is sure to go when Christ comes (1 Thess. 
4:15-18.) He is born again, he knows his sins are 
forgiven; he has eternal life, the Holy Spirit dwells 
in him. (1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 2:12; John 3:36; 
John 14:16, 17.) The Holy Spirit is the oil. 

But the believer may grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
4:30) and he may fall asleep, or 'get into worldly 
company and ways. So Eph. 5:14 says: "Awake, 
thou that sleepest, and arise from among the dead, 
and Christ shall shine upon thee." And Rom. 
13:11 says: "It is high time to awake out of sleep; 
for now is our salvation nearer than when we be
lieved." And in 1 Thess, 5:16, "Therefore, let us not 
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober." 
And in Luke 12:35, "Let your loins be girded about, 
and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their Lord." So we must endeavor 
to "walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil." It is 
our privilege to have Christ filling our hearts with 
peace and joy, and thus be serving Him while we 
wait to see Him, and be with Him in glory. 

Ques. Would like to understand more about 
the priesthood and advocacy of Christ. H. M. 

Ans. In the tabernacle plan in Israel, Aaron was 
the high priest, and his sons were priests. The 
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Levites served the tabernacle. All the rest were 
Jehovah's people. 

In Christianity, Christ is the High Priest; each 
believer is a priest (1 Pet. 2:5); a servant (Heb. 
9:14); a child of the Father (1 John 3:1); a mem
ber of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13); a temple 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). 

Aaron and his sons typify Christ and the Church 
as worshipers. In this sense, "He bears the iniquity 
of our holy things." Our mistakes in worship or 
prayer (Exo. 28:38). He is a priest forever after 
the order of Melchisedic; that is, unchangeable, for 
He ever liveth to make intercession for us (Heb. 
7:25); He made propitiation for our sins (Heb. 2:17); 
He succors us when tempted (4:14); and leads us to 
the throne of Grace for timely he7p; He has com
passion for our infirmities; He suffered to be fitted 
for such a place (5:8-10); He is our forerunner 
within the vail (6:19, 20; 10:19-22); He was not a 
priest on earth. His is a heavenly priesthood (8:4); 
He appears there for us (9:24). 

Speaking generally our Great High Priest main
tains us before God as His people, and keeps us from 
turning away, which in Hebrew is apostasy. 

Christ, our Advocate, is with the Father for us as 
children. We need this, and on the ground of His 
finished work. He is "Jesus Christ the righteous." 
"If any man sin," his advocacy is brought into ex
ercise. Our very sins causes Him afresh to serve us. 
The Father desires us to be happy children, and if 
we grieve that other advocate, or comforter, the 
Holy Spirit, Ave become unhappy, thus He leads us to 
confess our sins (1 John 1:9), and that restores our 
souls, for "If we confess our sins He is faithful and 
just" to the work of his Son "to forgive us our sins, 
and to c'eanse us from all unrighteousness," and that 
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means to help us to judge the cause of our failure. 
We need both forgiveness and this cleansing to be in 
happy communion with the Father. The Priesthood 
of Christ is therefore to strengthen us, and to help 
us to worship God acceptably, keeping us going on 
with Him through all the difficulties of the way. 

The Advocacy of Christ is to maintain the failing 
one before the Father, and to restore him to happy 
communion, if he has failed. 

Ques. Will you please explain 1 Tim. 4:14. 
"Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery"? K. W. 

Ans. Paul, the apostle, tells Timothy not to neg
lect the gift God had given him for his service among 
the saints. (See also another instance of this in Col. 
4:17.) 

Not alone was it given by God to him, but Paul 
was given a prophecy about it; and further, the 
presbytery, or elderhood, had laid their hands also 
on him, identifying them with his work, and showing 
their approval and fellowship with him in it. (See 
also 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 1:6.) 

Both Timothy and Titus were delegated by the 
authority of the apostle to set things in order in the 
assemblies, and to appoint elders. (Titus 1:5.) 

We have no such authority now, to appoint elders 
or deacons, and since the Church, the house of God, 
is broken up into sects or denominations, which are 
carnal (1 Cor. 3:3), there is no place for them, but 
in the gatherings we find God raises up men who in 
love can do the work. 
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What a Mother Can Do 

More than thirty years ago eight law stu
dents were walking one Sunday morning on the 
banks of a river, not far from Washington, D. 
C. They were directing their steps to a quiet 
little wood, where they intended to spend the 
hours of church-service in playing cards. Each 
of them had a bottle of wine in his pocket. 
While on their way, engaged in all sorts of 
frivolous talk, the church bells in a neighbor
ing village began to ring, and one of their 
number, called George, suddenly stood still, and 
said to his friend who was walking beside him, 
that he was not going any farther with them, 
but wTas going back to church. His friend 
called out to the other students, who had gone 
on in front: 

"Boys, boys! Come back, George is turning 
pious; we must help him. Come, let us baptize 
him right away." 

They formed a circle round him, and said 
that the only wray to escape a cold bath, was 
to remain in their company and follow the pro
gram of the day. Quietly, but seriously George 
answrered : 

" I know that I am in your power, to throw7 
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me in the water and to drown me, if you will; 
but first I have something to say to you; listen 
to me, and then do what you like. 

"As vou all know, mv home is about 200 
miles from here, but none of you are aware that 
my mother is very sick and helpless; that she is 
bed-ridden. I am her youngest child. It was 
hard for me to leave her, and, too, for her to 
give me her permission. At last, after much 
prayer, she consented to my coming. The 
preparations were soon made. My mother did 
not speak another word about it, till the day of 
my departure. After I had eaten breakfast, 
she inquired if everything was ready. T an
swered, Yes, and said, I was only waiting for 
the coach. Then she asked me to kneel beside 
her bed. With her dear hands on my head, she 
prayed for me. Many nights I have dreamed 
of it since. It was the happiest hour of my life. 
I believe that till the hour of my death I shall 
remember each wrord of that prayer. After
wards she spoke to me these words. 

" 'My precious boy, you cannot know how a 
mother's heart aches when parting with her 
youngest child. When you go from here, you 
will look, for the last time, at the face of her, 
who loves you better than anyone else ever can. 
Your father has not the means to let you come 
back during your two years' study. And I 
cannot possibly live that long. In the strange 
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city you will have no mother to stand by you 
in the hour of temptation. Seek counsel and 
help from God. Every Sunday morning from 
10 to 11 o'clock, I will pray for you. Wher
ever you may be, when the church-bells ring, 
turn back your thoughts to this room, where 
your dying mother is praying for you. Hut I 
hear the coach coming. Kiss me! Farewell!' 

"Boys, I shall not see my mother again in 
this world. But with the help of God I hope to 
meet her above." 

When George ceased speaking, the tears were 
pouring down his cheeks. He looked at his 
comrades and their eyes, too, -were moist. The 
circle that had formed around George, opened, 
and he went back to church. His friends ad
mired the courage in him, which they lacked. 
They followed him to church; and on the way 
threw away their cards, and it was the last 
time that they made such plans for Sunday. 

From that day things were changed for them. 
Six of them died Christians. George became a 
clever lawyer in Iowa, and his friend, the 
eighth of the company, who wrote this narra
tive, lived for many years a worthy witness for 
Christ. Here were eight young men converted 
through the prayers of a faithful Christian be
liever. Eternity only can show, what streams 
of mercy and blessing flow forth through the 
prayers of mothers. 
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Eternal Security 

Tens of thousands of persons who have faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ are taught to believe 
in a present salvation, but, should they sin, 
they may lose it after all. Is this true or false? 
False, utterly false, the deceitful lie of Satan, 
the father of lies, in order that Christ may be 
dishonored, and souls rendered miserable. 

Five impossibilities stand in the way of the 
true believer's ever being lost: 

The Word of God must become a lie. 
The work of Christ must be undone. 
The blood of Christ must lose its value. 
The righteousness of God must have a flaw. 
The devil must speak the truth. 

Our life is hid with Christ in God. (Col. 
3:3.) 

Could it be more secure ? 
' 'Well, Mrs. , are you saved?" 
" I 've believed in Jesus these ten years, but 

I'm tormented with doubts and fears." 
"Would you like to be sure that you are 

saved forever?" 
"Ah! that would make me a happy woman." 
"You are sure you believe on the Lord 

Jesus?" 
" 0 , yes!" 
"Where is He?" 
" In glory." 
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"Then before you are lost Satan must get up 
to the throne of God, and bring Jesus down to 
this world, and take Him back more than 
eighteen hundred years, and make Him undo 
the finished work of the cross, and that is all 
totally impossible." 

" I shall never have a doubt as long as I live," 
replied Mrs. , earnestly. " I ' ve never seen 
it like that before." When visited a year or 
so afterwards, she confessed to have enjoyed 
perfect peace ever since. 

My reader, ponder our Lord's precious words 
in John 10:27-30. 

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me: and I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. 
My Father, which gave them Me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out 
of My Father's hand. I and My Father are 
one." 

Show Forth His Praises 

Do you believe, young Christian, that you 
are a part of the royal priesthood? (1 Pet. 2), 
that you are a child of God, and waiting for 
God's own Son? Do you go on daily musing 
upon all these wonders, knowing how to enjoy 
the blessing into which you are brought? 

When, for example, a little plan comes in, do 
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you say: 
" N o ; I am waiting' for Thee from heaven, 

Lord." 
And then, do you know what it is to gird 

yourself afresh, as one who has taken the atti
tude of expecting the Lord's return? Surely, 
if God is calling our attention to our varied 
positions and dignities which He has given us 
in Christ, and pours into our souls things of 
such a character and moment, it is not a mar
velous thing that we should be called to show 
forth His praises. 

I must say, What a heart He must have! and 
I ought to be able to find water to satisfy my 
thirst, and have some for others, besides. 

I Want Thee Here, Lord Jesua. 

I want Thee here, Lord Jesus, 
In every time of need, 

I cannot do without Thee, 
For I am weak indeed; 

I want Thy love to cheer me 
Along the desert way, 

Thy wondrous love, Lord Jesus, 
To be my strength and stay. 

I want Thee here, Lord Jesus, 
I want Thy sympathy, 

For I've no friend down here, Lord 
Can sympathize like Thee. 
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Thou knowest all I feel, Lord, 
My sorrows and my fears, 

My failures, and temptations, 
Thou "countest e'en my tears ." 

I want Thee when I'm lonely, 
To make Thy presence known, 

For 0 ! when Thou art near me, 
I never feel alone. 

I want Thee wrhen I'm weary, 
To help me on the way, 

I want Thy strength made perfect 
In weakness, day by day. 

I want Thee to advise me— 
I know not wrhat to do, 

To guide me and direct me 
Where Thou wouldst have me go. 

I want Thee every moment, 
I am so very weak, 

Right things I cannot do, Lord, 
Unless Thy aid I seek. 

I want Thee too "up there," Lord, 
As Priest to intercede, 

That I may grace obtain, Lord, 
In every time of need. 

As Advocate I need Thee, 
Whene 'er I fail or sin, 

To cleanse me from defilement, 
To keep my peace within. 
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I '11 want Thee too, Lord Jesus, 
In that bright home above, 

Where, with Thy ransomed people, 
I'll celebrate Thy love. 

I could not do without Thee. 
'Twould not be heaven to me 

If He alone were absent 
Who purchased it for me. 

Then quickly come, Lord Jesus, 
0 ! ' ' Tarry not ' ' we pray, 
Soon take Thy waiting people 

From this dark world away. 
Then ever in Thy presence, 

"From sin and sorrow free," 
I'll sing the matchless praises 

Of Him who died for me. 

Meditations on Scripture 

Acts 16 

The gospel was now spreading in many 
directions, through men gifted by the Lord, and 
working independently of each other; but to 
Paul was committed the truth of the Church 
of God, and its administration among the Gen
tiles. The narrative follows telling how the 
Holy Spirit led Paul and his companions on in 
the work. It is there we shall see the work
ings of the truth by the Spirit. 

At Lystra and Derbe was a certain disciple 
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called TimotheiiK, a son of a Jewess who be
lieved, but his father was a Creek. Timotheus 
was already well reported of by the brethren 
at Lystra and Iconium. Paul chose him as a 
suitable companion in the work. He circum
cised him, probably to save trouble among the 
Jews who still wanted to follow the law, and 
yet this was not even according to law, as we 
see in Ezra and Nehemiah. He would not submit 
to them when they wanted Titus to be cir
cumcised. (Gal. 2:3-5.) And they were care
ful to instruct the assemblies wherever they 
went, in the decrees sent out from the apostles 
at Jerusalem, freeing the Gentiles from law and 
circumcision, as we saw in the preceding chap
ter, ever reminding the Judaizing teachers in 
this way that their leaders at Jerusalem were 
against putting the Gentiles under law. The 
Jews at this time did not see fully their own 
deliverance from the law and ordinances as 
Paul did. (See Gal. 2:19, 20.) So the assem
blies were established in the faith, and in
creased in numbers daily. 

In 1 Tim. 1:18; 3:14; 2 Tim. 1:6, we gather 
that Timotheus was specially fitted, and en
couraged, to go on with this work, by prophecy 
to that effect, Paul conferring on him in this 
way the gift of God by the putting on of his 
hands, and with the laying on of the hands of 
the elderhood. In Paul's second letter, he ex-
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horts him to stir up this gift. 

In verse 6 we see that not only are the ser
vants given a general commission to preach the 
gospel to every creature, but that each servant 
needs guidance daily for His path, and this 
guidance is given in such varied ways that the 
servant's heart is exercised in order that he 
may go on in his service with the certainty that 
he is doing the Lord's will. Waiting on the 
Lord continually is his only right attitude. 

Here we find these devoted servants travel
ing on from place to place, bearers of God's 
good news. When they had gone through 
Phrygia and Galatia, they were forbidden of 
the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia. Tt 
was not the Lord's will for them to go there just 
then. After they wTere come to Mysia, they 
tried to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit did not 
permit them. And passing by Mysia, they 
came down to Troas. Then in a vision of the 
night a man appeared to Paul, and prayed him, 
saying, "Come over into Macedonia and help 
us ." In answer to this Macedonian's earnest 
appeal, Paul concluded that the Lord wanted 
them there. And Luke, who had now joined 
the company, says: "We endeavored to go into 
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord 
had called us for to preach the gospel unto 
them." They sailed straight for Philippi, the 
chief city of that part of Macedonia, a colony, 
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and were there abiding certain days. As 
usual, they began with the Jews. "On the 
Sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side." It was not a holiday; the Jews kept 
their Sabbath, though in a foreign land. There 
was apparently no synagogue, but it was the 
place where they usually met for prayer. There 
they sat down, and spoke unto the women 
which had assembled. 

" A certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira"—this shows her 
Gentile origin, yet she was one who worshiped 
God; one who feared God; she may have been 
a proselyte to the Jewish faith. She had her 
ears opened to hear and to receive the truth 
spoken by Paul—the first convert spoken of 
in that city. She at once, with her household, 
was baptized thus owning the Lord's claims on 
all she had; and she threw her house open to 
the Lord's servants, beseeching them: "I f ye 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house and abide the re ; " and she 
constrained us. This was the beginning of the 
assembly at Philippi. The servants of the Lord 
were hospitably entertained there—her house 
was a place of meeting for the brethren. (Ver. 
40.) 

Verse 16. We have the enemy here trying 
to spoil the work of the Gospel. A woman 
possessed with an evil spirit of fortune-telling, 
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who made large sums of money for her owners, 
followed the apostles, and cried, saying, ' ' These 
are the servants of the most high God, which 
show unto us the way of salvation," and this 
she did many days. An evil spirit will not con
fess Jesus Christ as Lord; he takes his way to 
deceive and to seduce; calls them the servants 
of the most high God, as if the world at present 
was owned by God; as if Christ was not re
jected; as if the world was not guilty of His 
death. The enemy here comes as an angel of 
light to corrupt the truth. (2 Cor. 11 : 14.) 

But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to 
the spirit, " I command thee in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her ." And he came 
out the same hour. Paul had borne with it for 
many days. He would not unnecessarily raise 
opposition, but he could not allow the Gospel 
testimony to become corrupted. And now 
when the enemy could no longer deceive or 
seduce through this woman, he used the covet-
ousness of her owners to persecute. The wiles 
of the serpent are now changed to the roar of 
the lion. They caught Paul and Silas, and 
drew them into the market place unto the 
rulers, and brought them to the magistrates, 
saying, "These men, being Jews, do exceed
ingly trouble our city, and teach customs which 
are not lawful for us to receive, neither to 
observe, being Romans." And the multitude 
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rose iij) together against them; and the magis
trates rent off their clothes and commanded to 
beat them. When they had laid many stripes 
upon them, they cast them into prison, charging 
the jailer to keep them safely, who, having 
received such a charge, thrust them into the 
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. 

The Lord allowed His faithful servants to 
suffer for His sake and the Gospel. He told 
them so beforehand. But, " in Me ye have 
peace." He did not forsake them. God's pur
poses were being worked out in it, and faith 
can say, " W e know that all things work to
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
which are called according to His purpose." 
Their sufferings gave character to their tes
timony. They serve the One whom the world 
hated, for men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. The Lord 
will not fail to stand by them, and to comfort 
their hearts, and to give them the sense of His 
approval. 

The world has shut them in prison, but it 
cannot shut them out from the throne of grace 
(Heb. 4:16). They lift up their hearts in 

prayer in the holiest of all, and then it changes 
to praise; the Lord has calmed their hearts, 
helped them to bear their sufferings, and the 
unwonted sounds of prayer and praise reach 
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the prisoners' ears. We do not know what 
words those early Christians used, but we can 
think it would be praise to the Lord, the 
gracious Redeemer, who had brought them to 
Himself, and had given them the grace to be 
His servants, to tell the wondrous story of the 
love of Jesus, who was sent by God, the Father, 
to die for sinners on the cross. Think of them, 
dear Christians, with their feet fast in the 
stocks, sitting up or lying down on their sore 
backs in a filthy prison—a wretched picture of 
misery in men's eyes, and yet their hearts are 
filled with joy, and their lips with praise. How 
little of this our easy-going Christianity knows 
in our day. And how persecution, rightly 
taken, brings the soul into deeper communion 
with the Lord. And now we see, 

' 'God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform." 

Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; 
and immediately all the doors were opened, 
and every one's bands were loosed. And the 
jailer awTaking out of his sleep, and seeing the 
prison doors open, drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had fled. But Paul cried with 
a loud voice, saying, "Do thyself no harm, for 
we are all here." The earthquake did no harm; 
it awoke the jailer out of his sleep, and know-
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ing his life was forfeited if his prisoners had 
escaped, rather than be dishonored, he would 
kill himself, when Paul cried out, and saved 
his life. 

What woke up his soul to the knowledge 
that he was. a lost sinner? It was this word of 
grace, the grace of God in those prisoners for 
Christ's sake, who, a little moment ago, were 
in the presence of God as holy priests, worship
ing the Father and the Son; and now as royal 
priests show out His virtues in their love to 
their enemy. As Jesus said, " Father, forgive 
them." And Stephen said, "Lay not this sin 
to their charge." So now the apostle, in the 
same grace, shows mercy to the jailer; and his 
behavior, with the testimony of Christ's love 
in bringing salvation to lost men, works in his 
soul, he is aroused, he called for a light, and 
sprang in, and came trembling and fell down 
before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, 
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
An important question from an anxious sin
ner, who has no good works to offer, nothing 
but a full acknowledgment that he is lost. 
Very likely the preaching of the apostles in 
the city had reached his ears, and made it 
known to him, and now his conscience is 
stirred, he realizes that he is lost, in a lost 
state, on the broad road that leads to eternal 
woe. How can he escape? 
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Yes, there is good news to the lost sinner. 
"Christ died for the ungodly." "God com-
mendeth His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us . ' ' 

Christ's heralds can declare it (1 Tim. 2:5, 6), 
and, like an echo, it comes from the heart of 
God, through His servants, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house." The rejected, crucified, risen and 
glorified One is the Saviour. Believe on Him. 
And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, 
with all that were in his house. What a morn
ing of it they had in that house, hearing the 
good news opened out to them of the wonderful 
forgiving love of God to sinners, that makes 
them as believers in the Lord Jesus, saints, 
children of God, members of the body of Christ, 
temples of the Holy Ghost. 

Then the jailer begins to attend to their 
wants. He began by washing their sore backs 
plowed up by the Roman scourge; then he and 
all his were baptized straightway. He has every 
one of his household put under the name of 
Christ, as did Lydia, and in this she was judged 
faithful to the Lord. They owned His claim 
on all they had. Then he set food before them 
as his guests—heavenly messengers on earth— 
and they had a love feast, and rejoiced with all 
his house, having believed in God. 

When it was day, a message comes to the 
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jailer from the officers, "Let these men go," 
and he told this saying to Paul, "The magis
trates have sent to let you go; now therefore 
depart, and go in peace." But Paul replied, 
"They have beaten us openly uncondemned, 
being Romans, and have cast us into prison; 
and now do they thrust us out privately? Nay, 
verily; but let them come themselves and fetch 
us out ." The magistrates had liroken the 
Roman law, and when they heard what Paul 
said, they feared, on hearing they were Romans, 
and they came and besought them, and 
brought them out and desired them to depart 
out of the city. It was injustice to the prison
ers, but more, it was against their own law. 
Paul does not prosecute the case against then., 
but in their terror they become suppliants, and 
beseech them to go away, and this they do, as 
it suited them, but they first go to Lydia's 
house, and see the brethren there, and in their 
visit minister to their comfort, and then depart, 
leaving behind them a little assembly gathered 
to the name of the Lord. (Math. 18:20). Their 
work for the present is finished in Philippi. 

Fragment 

All our waj^s are known to the Lord; every 
turn in the way is noticed by Him. Yesterday's 
trial He knew. Today's difficulty is under His 
eye. Tomorrow's care is seen by Him and He 
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says, "Let not your heart be troubled." John 
14:1. 

"Behold, I Come Quickly" 

0 ! Lord, our hearts are listening, 
That joyous shout to hear, 

Which wakes the saints now sleeping* 
(That shout so very near)— 

When we with them, ascending, 
Shall meet Thee in the air, 

To gaze upon Thy glory, 
And all Thy likeness bear. 

0 ! hour, for which, in patience, 
Thou'st longed through all the night, 

Whilst we, Thy saints, being gathered, 
Were brought into the light. 

And now, the Church completed, 
Thou can'st no more delay— 

0 ! Lord, with shouts of triumph, 
We pass into the day. 

0, hour, of richest blessing— 
We brought to Thee so nigh, 

To be Thy joy forever, 
And share Thy throne on high. 

To rest in all that brightness, 
And ever there abide, 

To find Thy heart delighting, 
In us, Thy chosen bride. 
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()! blessed, coming- Saviour, 
Then speak the joyous word, 

To which our hearts responding, 
"Forever with the Lord!" 

Forever with Thee, Saviour— 
For evermore to be, 

in deepest, fullest, blessing— 
Forever, one with Thee. 

A Man of Spirit and a Spiritual Man. 
(Continued from page 136) 

She "saw all Solomon's wisdom, and the 
house that he had built, and the meat of his 
table, and the sitting of his servants, and the 
attendance of his ministers and their apparel, 
and his cup-bearers, and his ascent by wThich he 
went up unto the house of the Lord." 

What a seven-hued rainbow of glories this is 
around Solomon's throne! Mark well how the 
brilliance of each ray lies in the word " h i s . " 
Take that away and all you have left is meat, 
servants, ministers, houses and apparel. What 
are they to move a queen to admiration if you 
leave out Solomon? If he be absent, the sun 
of the landscape is gone. The charm of each 
of them to the queen of Sheba undoubtedly 
was their inseparable connection with his 
glorious person. And as this sevenfold glory of 
Solomon filled her soul, might she not have 
wondered that she had not come before? 
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And now mark well the result of the full 
knowledge of Solomon, and all his glory. Our 
chapter opens with the words, "and when the 
queen of Sheba heard" then she came; and now, 
"when the queen of Sheba had seen," then 
"there was no more spirit in her . " 

Without an effort, without a thought, with
out a struggle, herself was all gone, and Solo
mon filled her heart. 

How great the change! Before this we have 
a rich and noble queen, full of hard questions, 
on which doubtless she prided herself not a 
little. But what now? Her spirit and her 
questions are gone; nothing is left but Solomon 
and his glory filling to overflowing a heart 
emptied of itself. 

Have not we already seized the application 
of this lovely picture? Do we not see here 
the difference between a "man of spirit ," and 
a "spiritual man?" Before Jesus revealed 
Himself to our hearts, how full of ourselves 
were we! What self-satisfaction, what pride, 
what self-seeking, what ardent pursuit of one 
thing after another, Christians even outstrip
ping the world in its race for riches, honor, and 
position! But when He is known to our hearts 
as the all-absorbing object; when we have sat in 
His presence, and gazed by faith on His beauty, 
though before, we were men of spirit, full of 
self in a thousand ways, we shall be changed 
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into "emptied vessels full of Christ," into traly 
"spiritual men." 

There is no effort, no struggle to subdue her 
spirit, nothing but a steady gaze at Solomon as 
he is, and all spirit goes. She had ceased to be 
satisfied with herself, and surely with her sur
roundings also. We have no reason to doubt 
that before she came she was perfectly satisfied 
with her own kingdom, her house, her throne, 
and her servants; but as she thought of them 
now, would they not have lost their glory; 
would not her palace, her throne, her appoint
ments, her servants, appear poor in compari
son? Would she return with the same eyes as 
she left? I think not. Surely nothing could 
henceforth fully satisfy or please her, if the 
glory of her kingdom had departed. And why, 
when all was the same as before? It was not 
her kingdom that had altered, but herself. She 
had beheld the most glorious object beneath the 
sun, that made all other glories fade. Her eyes 
had seen the king in his beauty, and she desired 
nothing else. 

Is this exaggerated? Is this overdrawn? 
Ah! only get where she was, see what she saw, 
and you will find the same effect produced; all 
the interest of everything beneath the sun for 
its own sake gone; all the brightness and glory 
of the world dimmed. 

Snares are nc* longer snares to the one in 
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whose heart Christ dwells. Indeed, the soul 
now wonders that the vain bubbles, which it 
had made the end and object for so long, could 
ever have been worth a moment's thought. The 
man that has seen and known Christ, does in
deed bear a royal stamp. Can you dazzle him, 
or draw him aside with any earthly object? 
Surely not. For if the sight of the most glori
ous one beneath the heavens took all the spirit 
out of a queen, the sight of Him who is the 
most glorious One above the heavens will fill 
the soul to the exclusion of all else. 0 ! that we 
might know more of this in power in our own 
souls, and be more truly "spiritual men." 
Would that wre wrere to say, with the Psalmist, 

"One thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord." Psa. 27: 4. 

And now notice the result of being emptied 
of self, and not merely this, but filled with the 
king. Her mouth opens in praise. 

Until now the Holy Spirit has not recorded 
a wrord uttered by the queen. "We are not told 
a single one of her hard questions. But now 
that she is emptied of herself, hard questions 
find no place, proving Solomon is not now her 
object; worship, unhindered and spontaneous, 
flows forth. 

What a song of praise it is for a spiritless 
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one! yet not spiritless; she is full of spirit for 
Solomon, though she lias lost all for herself. 

And here let me remark that though a man 
of spirit can frame hard questions, no one but 
a spiritual man can truly worship. 

Does not this song1, as it pours forth from 
her ready lips, remind us of the beautiful open
ing of Psalm 45? 

"My heart is inditing a good matter: I 
speak of the things which I have made touch
ing the King; my tongue is the pen of a ready 
writer. Thou art fairer than the children of 
men: grace is poured into Thy lips: therefore 
God hath blessed Thee for ever." 

Surely this stranger queen, emptied as she 
was of herself, sang as sweet a song as the 
sweet psalmist of Israel, for 

"The songs the Spirit sings, 
Can ne'er want melody." 

How this reveals what is really the spring of 
worship! Solomon was the spring of her wor
ship. His glory put the song of praise into 
her mouth, whence it could now freely flow, as 
herself was all gone. 

So with us : when Christ has been fairly seen 
and gazed upon; when we have been extin
guished and all our spirit and will gone; then 
God by His Spirit can use us to pour forth the 
praises of His beloved Son; can give us to show 
Him forth by our words, and bv our walk. Let 
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us never forget, it was out of empty pitchers, 
and not empty only but broken, that the light 
shone forth in Gideon's days. (Judges 7:16— 
20.) 

"Of His own give we unto Him." Just 
what Christ has given to us, we render to Him. 
There is no effort about true worship, it is 
spontaneous. How like Him too do we our
selves become in the presence of such a One. 
Even amongst men it is often observed that 
anyone who is much in the company of another 
he loves, grows like him in manner and ways. 
How much more is this true of those whose 
companionship is with One of wThom a poet has 
said, 

' ' Not living only; He infused new life : 
Not beautiful alone, He beautifies: 
Not only glorious, for He glorifies.'" 

(To be Continued) 

He Grave Himself for Us 

Have you and I, when reading the Gospels, 
had our souls imbued with what Jesus was 
when glorifying God, as perfect Man on earth ? 
His grace, His love, meekness, gentleness, readi
ness to help, wherever there was misery; His 
unwavering obedience and devotedness to His 
God and Father; His unremitting service of 
love to those the Father had given Him, His 
wisdom, His righteousness; in short all the ex-
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cellencies of His person—He has given it all— 
He has given Himself for the Church. If the 
22nd Psalm, the Psalm of His Cross and of its 
results, closes with those blessed words: ' 'That 
He hath done t h i s ; " we have here the blessed 
assurance, still more precious, if possible, that 
' 'He gave Himself for u s " because "He loved 
the Church !" I said ' ' more precious still, ' ' 
because I do not only find here the One Who has 
done the whole work, and "Who alone could do 
it, but the One Who gave Himself for the 
Church in His relationship of love for her who 
is His bride, His body. 

All that Jesus Christ is, in all His excellen
cies as the Perfect Man (and not only all that 
He has, which is far less, immense as that is!) 
is m'ne! Jesus Christ Himself is mine, ' ' for He 
loved me, and gave Himself for me," re-echoes 
the heart of His espoused bride, exulting in His 
love. As another has happily expressed it: 
"There are no qualities, no excellencies in 
Christ, which are not mine in the gift of Him
self. He has already given them, and conse
crated them to the redemption and the blessing 
of the Church! Not only are they given, but 
He has given them! His love has accomplished 
it. Jesus—blessed and praised be His Name for 
it! is all mine, according to the energy of His 
love, in all that He is, in all circumstances, and 
for ever, and in the activity of that love, ac-
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cording- to which He gave Himself. He loved 
the Church, and gave Himself for it. This is 
the source of all our blessings, as members of 
the Church." 

Self-Occupation 

Self-occupation is a great mistake for the 
Christian. Of course, until a sinner has learned 
the plague of his own soul, he must be turned 
in upon himself. Thus he will cry, "God be 
merciful to me a sinner," and find salvation 
and peace in turning to God. So too a Chris
tian must be reminded of himself as long as he 
thinks there is anything good in him. But 
when he can say writh Paul, " I know that in 
me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing," he is privileged to turn from himself 
to Christ, to find his all in Him. 

And what a relief it is! Instead of thinking 
about my feelings, my attainments, my work, 
my dignity—to live in the joy of the 
Lord, in what He is for us, in letting Him work 
in us that which is well-pleasing in His sight, 
in the desire that He may be glorified. This is 
what is meant by the words, "To me to live is 
Christ;" living is Christ. 

Are you thinking of yourself? Then you are 
in danger of being a Pharisee, or being miser
able. Do you long to be happy, or holy? Turn 
to Jesus the Author and Finisher of faith; find 
your all in Him. 
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Fragment 

Christ will be a sure Friend, and even if we 
begin to sink in the water, will stretch out His 
hand and lift us up. It is sweet to have His 
hand in any case, even if our failing* foot has 
led Him to stretch it out. 

Correspondence 

Ques. Does the word "church" always mean 
the same people? N. I. F. 

Ans, The word "church" means "assembly/' It 
has two distinct aspects. The one is called the 
"house of God which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 Tim. 3:15) 

The other is "the church which is His body," the 
fulness of Him who filleth all in all. The first is put 
into man's responsibility, so failure and corruption 
have come into it. (1 Cor. 3:10-17; Eph. 4:5; 1 Peter 
4:17, and many other passages.) 

The second depends on God, and is built by the 
Holy Spirit, so none but saved ones are in it. Such 
verses as Math. 16:18; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Rom. 12:4, 5; 
Eph. 4:4; 5:25, apply to it. All who are saved shall 
be caught up to be forever with the Lord. (1 Thess. 
4:15-16.) All who are only professors, without the 
new life, shall be left tehind, forever lost. 

Ques. What does "E lec t " mean? Who are 
"the Elect" in Scripture? A. F. K. 

Aus. "Elect" means "chosen." In Isa. 42:1 and 
Math. 12:18 the Lord Himself is the chosen one of 
God, God's Beloved Son. In Math. 24:31, it is the 
elect nation of Israel, chosen out of the nations to be 
a peculiar treasure unto Jehovah above all people. 
(Exo. 19:5.) 

In 1 Tim. 5:21 we have the elect angels also. 
There we have the "elect" of the present time, those 
who compose the Church. (Eph. 1:4; Col. 3:12; 2 
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Thess. 2:13; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:2.) This is the 
Treasure and the Pearl of Math. 13:44, 45. Election 
is the choosing of the persons; predestination is to 
the place or position of relationship they are to fill. 

Ques. W h a t is t he difference be tween those 

in Rev. 7:14, and of those conver t ed in this 

p r e sen t pe r i od? E . G. 

Ans* They and we are both saved through the 
death and blood-shedding of our Lord Jesus. They 
are saved through believing the gospel of the King
dom. (Psa. 2:12.) We are saved through believing 
the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24.). We 
are saved, and shall reign with Christ in heavenly 
glory. They are saved, and will be some of God's 
people on earth; they are saved Gentiles. The 
Church, though composed of Jews and Gentiles, are 
now neither Jew nor Gentile, but Church of God. 
(1 Cor. 10:32.) These faithful Gentiles have won 
a place as servants of God in His temple on earth, 
and their blessings are on earth. 

The Church, and all the saints who pass through 
death from first to last, will reign with Christ, the 
Lord, in heavenly glory. 

Ques. Ma th . 12:30, a n d L u k e 11:23, and 

M a r k 9 :40. To w h a t does each re fe r? E . G. 

Ans. Read the context, and you will see that Math. 
12:30 and Luke 11:23 both refer to those who were 
saying of Him, It is by Beelzebub, the prince of devils, 
that Jesus cast out devils. The Lord traces this to 
the deep malice of their wicked hearts. 

In Mark 9:40 John said, "We saw one casting out 
devils in Thy name, and he followeth not u s : and 
we forbade him, because he followeth not us." The 
disciples were jealous of their own importance, but 
Jesus said, "Forbid him not: for there is no man 
which shall do a miracle in My name, that can 
lightly speak evil of Me. For he that is not against 
us is on our part." There is no opposition in true 
service for Christ, and each one who serves Him will 
be rewarded. (Verse 41.) 
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A Satisfying Portion 

The young woman who is the subject of our 
story was the only daughter of her family, and 
greatly beloved by a devoted mother. She 
knew not the Lord, and was seeking, like many 
another, to slake her thirst by drinking at the 
fountains of this world. 

The mother was removed by death, and the 
bereaved daughter felt her loss to be great in
deed. This circumstance was used to give her 
some insight as to the uncertain and unsatis
factory nature of all things pertaining to this 
life. Her famished soul was seeking for that 
which would give real comfort, and satisfy the 
deepest cravings of her heart. She prayed to 
God to send something that would add interest 
and satisfaction to her life. God heard her 
prayer, as He always does hear the cry of the 
troubled heart, and answered it in a way that 
surpassed her expectations. 

There were at that time, two evangelists hold
ing gospel meetings not far from where she 
lived, and she went to hear them. At these 
meetings the Lord Jesus was set forth as a 
Saviour of sinners, and all were invited to come 
to Him, and accept Him as their Saviour. Our 
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young" friend was among- those who believed the 
message to the salvation of her soul. This 
brought about a great change in her life. She 
was no longer lonely and sad. She now goes 
about her work with a peaceful and joyous 
heart. In accepting Jesus, she has found com
fort, and a satisfying portion, and is daily mak
ing Him a resource in any perplexity that may 
arise in her pathway. With a simple trust, she 
leaves the regulation of her life to Him. 

She has not only present peace and comfort, 
but what a happy prospect is before her, and 
all those who believe the glad tidings set forth 
in the gospel. 

Believers are made partakers of that divine 
life which is eternal, and an eternity of bliss is 
awaiting them, to be spent in the company of 
One who has purchased them with His own 
blood. 

The enemy often tells exercised souls that in 
becoming Christians they will forfeit much of 
the joy of life, and only a gray and monotonous 
existence stretches out before them. This is a 
favorite misrepresentation of the father of lies. 
The enticement he holds out is deceptive. His 
promises of pleasure are false. I t is not within 
his power to give any genuine, or lasting satis
faction. He may divert the mind for a time, 
and seek to lure by his false promises, but at the 
most unexpected moments this phantom of en-
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joyment deserts his victims, and leaves in the 
soul only an aching void. 

We once heard an aged Christian relate how, 
as an unconverted youth, he had spent many an 
evening of gaity, only to return home with a 
feeling of desolation in his soul, and a craving 
for something he knew not of. 

This reminds us of the memorable words of 
the Lord Jesus to the woman of Samaria, 

"Whosover drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again: But whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water, springing up into everlasting 
life." Jno. 4 : 13, 14. 

Reader, do not be deceived. The pleasures of 
this world are quickly passing. Choose rather 
that which will endure when this earth, and all 
that is therein shall be rolled up as a scroll. 

Accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and 
be saved, and satisfied, now and forever. 

0 Christ! He is the fountain, 
The deep sweet well of love; 

The streams on earth I've tasted, 
More deep I'll drink above! 

There to an ocean's fullness, 
His mercy doth expand, 

And glory, glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land. 
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Difficult Texts 
I think I hear some reader saying, ' 'Ah! it is 

all very well, but there are a number of difficult 
texts that seem to me to show that a believer 
can be lost after all ." 

My dear friend, this all arises through not 
understanding their right meaning. Many per
sons are well versed in texts that seem at first 
sight to imply a doubt, and lose sight of scores 
which, if believed simply, would give assurance 
and peace to the soul. Those who talk about 
losing eternal life are not sure that they have 
it. If they were sure that they have it, they 
could not talk about losing it. A life that you 
could lose would be a temporal life, and not 
eternal. 

"The gift of God is eternal life." 
We have not space here to seek to expound 

the meaning of such texts, but if you examine 
carefully the whole context, you will find that 
they either refer directly to mere professors, or 
are brought in as a salutary warning, lest any 
should turn the grace of God into lasciviousness 
(Jude 4), continuing in sin, that grace may 
abound. (Rom. 6: 1, 2.) For, " H e that saith, 
I know Him, and keepeth not His command
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 
1 John 2 : 4 . 

You would find it very establishing to the 
soul to look out all the passages where the 
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Scripture speaks positively of the believer's 
eternal salvation, and, being assured of your 
own, then ask some fellow-Christian, taught in 
the Word, to explain to you the true meaning 
of those passages where you find a difficulty. 
The Christian cost too much ever to be lost. 

The cost—Christ's precious blood. 
' 'You can slip out of Christ's hand," said one. 
" I am one of His fingers," was the ready re

ply, based on His everlasting Word, " W e are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones." Eph. 5: 30. 

PROFIT AND LOSS 

The World's Question 
"What is the Almighty, that we should serve 

Him? and what profit should we have, if we 
pray unto H im?" Job 21:15. 

God's Answer 
"Godliness is profitable unto all things, hav

ing promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." 1 Tim. 4:8. 

But— 
"What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul?" 
Mark 8:36. 
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Meditations on Scripture 
Acts 17. 

The power and energy of the Spirit is abun
dant in the apostles, suffering persecution, yet 
their hearts are filled with prayer and praise 
to God, and they go on their way as witnessing 
for the truth, servants of God, preaching Christ. 
The next place is Thessalonica, and after their 
manner they enter a synagogue of the Jews, 
and for three Sabbath days Paul reasoned with 
them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleg
ing " tha t Christ must needs have suffered, and 
risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, 
whom I preach unto you, is Christ." Some of 
the Jews believed, and associated themselves 
with Paul and Silas. Also of the god-fearing-
Greeks a great multitude, and a good number 
of the chief women. In 1 Thess. 1:9, we hear 
of idolaters being converted, " turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God; and 
to wait for His Son from heaven ; their deliverer 
from the coming wrath." 

We learn in that Epistle (Chap. 2:14) what 
persecution they endured from the other idol
aters, as the converted Jews also suffered from 
their unconverted nation, bringing the wrath 
of God upon themselves to the uttermost. 

Paul preached Christ rejected, who suffered 
death, and was risen from the dead, the true 
King; so the kingdom was now connected with 
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Christ in glory, a Kingdom not of this world. 
(John 18:86.) So His followers must share His 
place on earth (Phil. 1:29) as well as in heaven. 
The truth of the Church, the body of Christ, is 
not unfolded here. In both Epistles to the 
Thessalonians (Verse 1) it is the Church which 
is in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is therefore as children of the 
Father, those who own Christ as their Lord, 
that we are spoken of here. 

The Jews cannot bear the truth that sets 
aside their religion, given to them by God 
through Moses, though now useless, because 
the substance of all their shadows had come. 
Moved with envy they employ lewd fellows of 
low character to help them in their satanic op
position to Christ. They stir up the mob and 
assault Jason's house, setting the city on an 
uproar, and tried to find Paul and Silas to bring 
them out to the people. They could not find 
the apostle, so they drew out Jason and certain 
brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, 
' ' These that have turned the world-upside down 
are come hither also, whom Jason hath re
ceived ; and these all do cojatrary to the decrees 
of Caesar, saying there is another King, one 
Jesus." 

These things troubled the people and the 
rulers of the city, but they contented themselves 
by taking security of Jason, and the other, and 



176 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

let them go. 
The brethren immediately sent away Paul 

and Silas by night unto Berea; and are again 
at their work in the synagogue among the Jews. 
These Bereans "were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the Word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those thing were so." 
Therefore, many of them believed, also of hon
orable Greek women, and a good number of 
men. "Fai th cometh by hearing," and where 
there is this readiness of mind, the soul is soon 
led into peace, in the assurance the Word gives 
of the work of Christ that has put away our 
sins, and fills our heart with the love of Christ. 

But the Jews of Thessalonica heard of the 
work at Berea, and with diabolical energy, and 
enmity of heart, came and stirred up the people. 
The brethren immediately sent Paul away as it 
were to the sea; but Silas and Timotheus re
mained there at Berea. Paul 's companions 
brought him to Athens, and he commanded 
them to send Silas and Timotheus to him with 
all speed, then they departed. 

Though it is not recorded here, we see in 1 
Thess, 3:1, that Paul sent Timotheus back to 
visit the Thessalonians, to comfort, and to 
establish them in the faith, and in verse 6 we see 
Timotheus back at Athens again with good 
tidings of their faith and love, and of their af-
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fection for the apostle, and desire to see him 
again. 

Paul at Athens waiting for Silas and Timo-
theus has his spirit stirred in him when he saw 
the city wholly given to idolatry. He reasoned 
with the Jews in the synagogue, and with the 
devout persons, and in the market daily with 
them that met him. This drew the attention 
of the philosophers of the Epicureans and 
stoics (the one tasted everything the streams 
of earth could afford in their search for happi
ness; the other affected indifference to suffer
ing). He spoke to them of Jesus and the resur
rection. The false gods went in pairs, so they 
thought this was a new pair. They brought 
him up to Mars Hill, the highest court in 
Athens, and asked him to unfold this new doc
trine. " W e wTould know therefore what these 
things mean.' ' 

Paul, with divine wisdom and observation, 
said, "Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all 
things ye are too superstitious, for as I passed 
by and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, 'To the Unknown God.' 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him de
clare I unto you.'J The people of the city, idle 
and at heart sceptical, were given up to idol
atry; and the circle of the gods being ex
hausted, they had dedicated an altar to the un
known God. None of their idols could satisfy 
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them as being the right one. It shows that in 
man's heart, the idea of a supreme being still 
finds a place that infidelity cannot remove, but 
Satan has conspired to corrupt man's mind 
into idolatry. Creation is God's witness (Psa. 
19; Romans 1:19, 20) in every part of the uni
verse. 

We do not get all that Paul declared here, 
but only an epitome. He sets forth God as 
Creator and Sustainer of all life. Too great to 
be contained in temples made with hands. He 
needs nothing from men. He has made of one 
blood all nations of men to dwell upon the 
earth; has fore-arranged day and night and all 
the seasons; and He has placed the boundaries 
of the dwelling of the nations, that they may 
seek God; and He is not far from each one of 
us, for in Him we live and move and have our 
being. We are His offspring. God made man 
upright, but man has sought out many inven
tions. No creature form can represent Him. 

God, therefore, having borne with man's 
ignorance in the past, now commands all men 
everywhere to repent, because He has appointed 
a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by that Man whom He hath or
dained ; whereof He hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that He hath raised Him from the 
dead. No doubt Paul would be led to open 
out the truth of man's responsibility as a crea-
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lure to his Creator, and bring his sins before 
him, as to that for which lie must give account 
to God. This is apparent from what is given 
us. The man Christ Jesus, Lord of all crea
tion, rejected and crucified, is now risen, and 
is the man appointed as judge to judge the 
world in righteousness. It is long suffering 
mercy now; it will be judgment then without 
mercy. 

When they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked—man would love to have 
that proved untrue. No, the past will not cover 
up, every one shall be raised from the dead, so 
said our blessed Lord. (John 5:28,29). He 
Himself is risen from the dead, and this is as
surance to all men that the judgment is com
ing to them. There is only one way to be saved; 
it is Jesus. " I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me.' ' 

Others said, "We will hear thee again of this 
matter." These are the procrastinators: How 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation 1 
They had other business in view and the soul 
is left to perish. We did not hear of the more 
convenient season ever coming to Felix. And 
reader, it may never come to you. The Lord 
used Paul to give out His testimony in this 
vain city. So Paul left them. Howbeit certain 
men clave to him, and believed. A few are 
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gathered out to the name of Christ Jesus out 
of this pleasure-loving, frivolous city of pre
tentiously wise men. ' ' I thank Thee, 0 Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast 
hid these thing from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." 
Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 1:18, 29. 

Thou Living One 

"Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 
1 Peter 1:8. 

Lord Jesus Christ, to Thee we raise 
"With willing lips our heartfelt praise, 
We'd sing Thy worth in heavenly lays, 

Our Saviour Lord. 

Sent forth from God, Thou living One, 
In life, in death, God's will hast done; 
And now on high God's glorious Son 

Art worthy owned. 

0 ! Lord of life (in death alone), 
Around Thee now Thou hast Thine own; 
To whom Thou dost Thy love make known 

As known above. 
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And soon will dawn that glorious day, 
When all Thine own will wing their way 
From this sad earth to be for aye 

With Him they love. 

With Him, like Him, we all shall see 
Our Lord long loved; and then shall we 
With deepest joy, eternally 

His name adore. 

The Bible 
From the address of the Translators of the 

Bible (1611) to their readers. 
(Copied from an old Bible) 

The Bible, in the hands of the Holy Spirit 
of God, is not only an armor, but also a whole 
armory of weapons, whereby we may save our
selves and put the enemy to flight. It is not 
an herb but a tree, or rather a Avhole paradise 
of trees of life, which bring forth fruit every 
month, and the fruit thereof is for meat and 
the leaves for medicine. 

It 'is not a pot of manna, or a cruse of oil 
which were for memory only, or for a meals* 
meat or two, but as it were a (copious) shower 
of heavenly food sufficient for a whole host, be 
it never so great, and as it were a whole cellar 
full of oil vessels, whereby all our necessities 
may be provided for, and our debts discharged. 

In a word it is a (pantry) of wholesome food 
against (stale) traditions; a phyiscian's shop 
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(as Basil calls it) of preservatives against poi
soned heresies; a treasury; a code of profitable 
laws against rebellious spirits; a treasury of 
most costly jewels against beggarly rudiments. 

Finally, it is a fountain of most pure water 
springing up into everlasting life, and what 
marvel, the original thereof being from heaven 
not from earth; the Author being God not man; 
the Inditer the Holy Spirit, not the wit of the 
apostles nor prophets; the penmen such as were 
sanctified from their birth, and endued with a 
principal portion of God's Spirit. The matter 
—verity, purity, uprightness; the form—God's 
word, God's testimony, God's oracles, the word 
of truth and the word of salvation. 

The effects—light of understanding, stable-
ness of persuasion, repentance from dead 
works, newness of life, holiness, peace, joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

Lastly, the end and reward of the study 
thereof, fellowship with the saints, participa
tion of the heavenly fruition of an inheritance, 
•immortal, undefiled and that never shall fade 
away. Happy is the man that delighteth in the 
Scriptures and thrice happy he that meditateth 
in them day and night. 

"From a child thou hast known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. ' ' 
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"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

"That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 2 
Tim. 3:15-17. 

A Man of Spirit and a Spiritual Man 
(Continued from page 164.) 

To return: how carefully the Holy Spirit now 
records the utterances of one emptied of her
self. When all her hard questions, framed with 
such care in the far country (for she came to 
prove him with them) are for ever buried in 
oblivion, every line of this unpremediated song 
of worship is recorded for our instruction. Let 
us look at it somewhat closely. 

She begins by acknowledging the truth of 
the report as she had heard it; first, of all 
Solomon's acts, then of his wisdom. What he 
had done had a prior place, in the tale of his 
fame, to what he was. 

Not so in the queen of Sheba's heart. After 
confessing (as, alas, we have to do) how she 
had not believed that which did not tell her half 
the tale, she says, *' Thy wisdom and prosperity 
exceedeth the fame which I heard ;" thus put
ting what Solomon was in himself first, and 
his surroundings after. Even this little change 
of order shows, I think (as a straw the direc-
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tiou of the wind), that her heart was set on 
the person of Solomon. (Compare 2 Chronicles 
9:6. There the Spirit of God marks the person 
yet more clearly: "Thou exceedest.") I grant 
the change is slight, but in a picture painted Ity 
the Spirit of God the most delicate touches are 
well worthy of our attention. 

The next verse goes even still further. 
"Happy are thy men, happy are these thy ser
vants, which stand continually before thee, and 
that hear thy wisdom." This is the point with 
her. She does not say, which see or share thy 
riches, honor, or glory. A meaner mind would 
have been carried away by these surroundings, 
but in this song she ignores them all. How 
pure and lofty in tone are these songs that the 
Spirit sings. Surely they indicate a source as 
high as their subject. All that catches the eye 
alone is unnoticed here* and the real substance 
is firmly grasped; for, 

"The soul that knows thy love is taught 
To value naught but thee." 

But the wonderful part is that a queen should 
find a cause of envy and delight in the lot of a 
servant, even as David of old: " I had rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness." Psalm 
84:10. 

And now she rises in her song, as does the 
psalm already quoted (45) to the source of all, 
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God Himself. 
So with us, there is no true " joy in God" 

save "through our Lord Jesus Christ." A real 
knowledge of Christ, and delight in Him, leads 
out the soul in praise to God, by the Spirit as 
nothing else will. Here is the climax and 
close of this exquisite little song. 0 ! that 
we might ponder well the .cause of its simple 
beauty—the secret of which is supplied by the 
closing line of the fifth verse. At the risk of 
repetition, we must again acknowledge that no 
"man of spirit ," even though a Christian, could 
have sung this, the true song of the "spiritual 
man." 0 ! that we were a little more emptied 
of ourselves! that "spirit" in us had given place 
to spirituality. 

And now we get another step. The worship 
of the heart should and does claim the first 
place, but there is more. If her heart is open, 
so are her treasures: gold, precious stones, 
spices, all are his. They are not now treasures 
to her. Her treasure, her delight is now in 
Solomon, and he has her heart, "for where 
your treasure is there will your heart be also." 

So with us. When we have really found 
where the true riches are; when our eyes have 
seen and bur heart loved the One in whom they 
all are centered; in what a different light do we 
regard all earthly treasures. 

No tithe of our fortunes, our time, or our life 
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is the Lord's portion now. Those, in whose 
hearts He dwells by faith, know well that all 
they have is His, and for His service. 

But it may well be asked, What were her 
hundred and twenty talents (great though the 
actual sum was) amidst the wealth of gold that 
abounds in this chapter (see chap. 9: 28, 10: 14, 
17, 2i) and in which, as I have said, this little 
picture is set? The true Solomon, however, 
prizes not offerings according to their intrinsic 
value, but according to the motive of the heart 
that gives them. Here it was simple heart 
worship of Solomon. 

Let not any Christian think his mite is too 
small for Christ to value. He whose loving eye 
marked out the widow who cast all her living, 
one farthing, into God's treasury, will not pass 
by a cup of cold water. 

What a wondrous thought this presents to 
our souls! We all have heard of the philo
sopher's stone, that substance that was sup
posed to transmute every metal it touched into 
gold. Christ, with reverence, be it said, is the 
true philosopher's stone; everything you can 
connect with Him is changed into fine gold. 

A cup of cold water, is a cup of cold water 
while in your hand; give it for the sake of 
Christ to some poor suffering one, and you 
associate it with Him whose worth is infinite, 
and the value of the cup of cold water is untold. 
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What a way to increase our riches! 
If we but use whatever we have for Christ, 

whether it be little or much, we enhance its 
worth a thousandfold. What was the value in 
God's sight of one farthing after it had been 
cast into His treasury? How glorious must He 
be that can give, in God's eyes, such worth to 
a cup of cold water! 

Some of us often do great things from mixed 
motives; would that there were more cups of 
cold water given purely for the sake of Christ. 

But, thank God, there is yet more to comfort 
us in this verse. For, wonderful to say, in all 
the abundance that marked Solomon's reign, 
amid all the riches that everywhere abounded, 
there was one thing he lacked; one thing for 
which he was indebted to the queen of Sheba, 
which she alone could bring in abundance to 
him. Hiram's navy might bring him gold with
out count, and precious stones without number; 
but the queen of Sheba alone brought an abund
ance of spices. 

Sweet spices; what were they for ? 
To burn as incense. 
How beautiful and true the simile! Christ 

has all. "The Father hath given all things 
into His h a n d ; " the cattle on a thousand hills 
are His; and yet, seated as He is on His Father's 
throne in glory, one thing there is that He 
prizes at the highest value, a thing that all 
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heaven cannot furnish, that angels cannot give. 
It is the incense, the perfume of the worship 

that ascends from the heart that is emptied of 
itself. These are the sweet spices prized by 
Christ. "What a beautiful and comforting 
thought that our poor hearts can supply to 
Christ that which nothing else can! Let us 
remember that it must be genuine: a counter
feit is worthless. It must be the adoration of a 
heart filled with Christ. 

It need not find its expression in words alone. 
Philippians 4: 18 brings this out clearly, beau
tifully showing that though the gift came to 
Paul, the fragrance of it ascended to God. This 
is a little picture of what Christ was on the 
cross: a sin offering for man, and at the same 
time a burnt offering wholly for God! 

(To be continued.) 

"Are You Ready?" 
Josephus tells us of the order of the Roman 

army. He says that when the camp was to be 
changed there were three trumpets blown. 

The first one sounded, and the tents were 
taken down, and the wagons were packed. 

The second sounded, and the troops fell into 
rank in their proper positions. 

Then a herald cried, "Are you ready?" And 
the men answered, "We are ready." Again he 
asked, "Are you ready?" and again they an-
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swerecl, " W e are ready." The]) once more he 
challenged them, "Are you ready?" And as 
the voices of the massed men responded, "We 
are ready," the third trumpet was blown, 
and the army moved forward on its way. 

Christ is coming. Are you ready? 
The first trumpet has been blown, and has 

awakened us from our sleep of sin and folly. 
The second has been heard, and we have 

fallen into line, in expectation of Christ's re
turn. 

Now we await " the last t rump," which will 
call us into His presence. Should we not chal
lenge ourselves three times over, "Are we 
ready?" 

"Are we ready" in conscience? Is the ques
tion of our sins settled? Are we at peace with 
God? 

"Are we ready" in heart? Are our affec
tions set on Christ? on things above where He is 
sitting ? 

"Are we ready" in our surroundings? Are 
all our matters in such order that wTe would 
gladly welcome Him this hour ? 

Perhaps as we read these lines, He may de
scend into the air, and " the last t r ump" be 
blown. 

" W e shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last t rump: for the trumpet shall 
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sound, and the dead shall be raised incor
ruptible, and we shall be changed." 1 Cor. 15: 
51, 52. 

I Rest in Thee 
"Jesus! I rest in Thee, 
In Thee myself I hide; 

Laden with guilt and misery, 
Where can I rest beside ? 

'Tis on Thy meek and lowly breast 
My weary soul alone can rest. 

Thou Holy One of God, 
The Father rests in Thee; 

And in the savor of that blood, 
Which speaks to Him for me; 

The curse is gone—through Thee I 'm blest, 
God rests in Thee—in Thee I rest ." 

The Holy Spirit 
Jesus said to His loved ones on earth, " I will 

pray the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth," etc. John 14: 
16, 17. 

And again, "Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth. It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you.' ' John 16:7. 
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This blessed promise was fulfilled when Jesus 
had ascended to the right hand of God. As 
Peter said on the day of Pentecost, "Having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now 
see and hear ." Acts 2:33. Disciples on earth 
received the Spirit. He had wrought in men 
in the ages which had passed, and He will work 
again in the age to come; but on the day of Pen
tecost the Comforter came from heaven to 
earth, henceforth making the body of the be
liever His temple, and also dwelling in the 
Church, etc. This is a special characteristic of 
the present interval. (Acts 2; 4:31; 10:44, 45; 
13:2, etc.) 

People often speak of the Spirit as if He were 
merely an influence; but while it is perfectly 
true that He influences, and that powerfully, 

the Holy Ghost is a Divine Person. 
John 16:13-15 is exceedingly plain as to this: 

"Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
He will guide you into all t ruth; for He shall 
not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall 
hear, that shall He speak; and He will show you 
things to come. He shall glorify Me: for He 
shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto 
you," etc. 

He sanctifies (or, sets apart) . (1 Peter 1:2.) 
Dwells in believers. (John 14:17.) 
Joins them to the Lord and each other. (1 
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Cor. 6:17; 12:13.) 
Is the anointing". (2 Cor. 1:21.) 
The seal for the clay of redemption. (2 Cor. 

1:22.) 
The earnest of future blessing. (Eph. 1:13, 

14.) 
And also dwells in the house of God. (Eph. 

2:22; 1 Cor. 3:16.) 

Christians Are God's Children 
Believers are God's children. "Ye have not 

received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, 

Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 

that we are the children of God: 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ." Rom. 8: 15-17. 

And just as the relationship of parents and 
children never can be broken, neither can the 
relationship between God and His children. 

If a servant misbehaves, the master can, and 
often does, send him about his business; but if 
the child misbehaves, will his father treat him 
in the same manner ? Surely not. Neither will 
our Father. 

Nor does He deal with His children as with 
the world. 

Suppose, for instance, a boy in the street 
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breaks a man's window. Probably the man will 
go out and threaten him with the policeman, if 
not give him in charge. But suppose the same 
man's child breaks the window from inside the 
house, how then? If the policeman comes to 
take him up, the father says, "No, I will deal 
with him." And should the boy judge and con
fess his wrong, he will forgive him; should he 
be willful, careless about the wrong, or persist 
in it, a right-minded father would chasten him. 

So is it with God. He threatens, and will 
judge the ungodly. (Jude 14, 15.) But if His 
own children sin (and surely it is worse in them 
than in others), instead of giving them over to 
the world's judgment, He deals with them H'm-
self. (1 Cor. 11-31, 32.) 

" I f we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1: 9. But, 
if willful, He must and does chastise. 

"Beloved, now are we the sons (or chil
dren) of God." 1 John 3:2. 

Correspondence 
Ques. In the "Young Christian" of April, 

1922, page 112, do you mean that none of the 
gifts that God set in the Church in 1 Cor. 12:28, 
are to continue to the end of the Church period? 

G. J. T. 
Ans. Eph. 4:11-13 tells us the gifts that are to 
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continue. Apostles and prophets have given us the 
foundation. (Eph. 2:20.) Evangelists, pastors and 
teachers will continue "till we all come into the 
unity of the faith/' etc. (Eph. 4:13). 

In 1 Cor. 12:28 some gifts are mentioned that we 
do not find now; such as gifts of healing, miracles, 
diversities of tongues. We do not believe that jab
bering without sense is a gift. We think it is hysteria 
akin to hypnotism and spiritism, and forbidden by the 
Word of God. (1 Cor. 14:28.) 

Ques. Please explain Rev. 12:17; 14:12; 
22:14. H. E. B. 

Ans. We must not think that the law of God (Rom. 
7:25), and the commandments of Jesus (John 14:15; 
1 John 5:23), are the same as the Ten Commandments 
given by Moses. The one is Christianity; the other is 
Judaism, to which Christians are dead by the body 
of Christ. (Rom. 7:4). The Ten Commandments 
were never given to the Gentiles, except to those 
who settled in the land of Palestine with the Jews. 
There was one law for all who dwelt there. (Exo. 
12:48, 49). The Jews are still under the law, and 
therefore under its curse (Gal. 3:10), and having re
jected Christ, there is nothing for them but judg
ment. Faith in Jehovah and His word, in the Old 
Testament was what God honored, and it led them 
to confess their sins. (Psa. 32.) 

In the tribulation, after the Church is caught up, 
there will be Jews converted, and still under law, 
and they are believers in Jesus at the same time. 
Some of them are martyred for their testimony. (Rev. 
6:9-11; 12:11; 15:2.) There is also a spared rem
nant preserved from martyrdom. (12:17; 14:1-5.) 
Rev. 14:12, 13, is an encouragement to those whom 
the beast tries to compel to worship him, rather to 
suffer martyrdom, for if they die, they will get a 
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place with Christ in glory. If they live on without 
dying they will be on the earth in the millennium. 
Rev. 20:4 shows us the martyrs of the tribulation 
raised to reign with Christ. In that verse all the 
glorified saints who had been caught up are included 
in the v/ords, "I saw thrones and they sat upon 
them." (Compare 4:4.) "Seats and "thrones" is the 
same word. Rev. 6:9-11 and 15:2 are the two classes 
of martyrs. 

The passage in Rev. 22:14 is not the law of Moses, 
but the law of God. In J. N. D's and other transla
tions, it is translated, 'Blessed are they that wash their 
robes," and corresponds with Psa. 1:1, 2; 119:9. It 
is the application of the water of the Word to their 
ways. (John 15:3.) 

When the Jews are back in their land, the Sab
bath will again be observed. (Math. 24: 20; Ezekiel 
45:17.) 

The saint in every dispensation, because he is born 
again, desires to do the will of God, but under the 
law he was in bondage. The saints of this present 
time are not under law, but under grace. Their 
failure does not bring a curse upon them, for there 
is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. 
He has an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the 
righteous. All the commandments of the law of 
Moses was every man's duty to do. His conscience 
told him so, with the one exception, and that was the 
Fourth Commandment—the Sabbath, the sign that 
they were under the law. (Exo. 31:13-17.) A heathen 
man that knows nothing of the law, knows it is wrong 
to steal, lie, murder, etc., but the Sabbath is no part 
of his duty to God. The Jews had it, but did not 
keep it. (Ezek. 20:13.) 

It is worthy of note that Jesus wrought miracles 
on the Sabbath day plainly to show that the Jews 
had broken the covenant, and that God did not regard 
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the Sabbath. John 5:17 says, God's rest was broken 
by sin, and now the Father and the Son were work
ing in grace in the midst of the wretchedness their 
sin had brought upon them. 

The Christian has no Sabbath to keep. Jesus does 
not give one in His commandments. We rejoice in 
Him and His finished work. He died for our sins. 
We are also dead with Him, and risen with Him. 
The first day of the week finds the disciples gathered 
around the Risen One. (John 20:19.) 

It was on the first day of the week that the Holy 
Spirit came down to form the assembly on earth. 
The pentecostal offering lets us know the morrow 
after the Sabbath is the first day of the week. (Lev. 
23:15-17.). In Acts 20:7 we find the custom of the 
disciples was to remember the Lord in the breaking 
of bread on that day. On the first day of the week 
they were together in 1 Cor. 16:1, 2. And John in 
Rev. 1:10, gives it its name. "I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's day." To meet the Jews to tell them the 
gospel, the apostles used the Sabbath, for the Jews 
came together on that day; but Christians, gathering 
as an assembly, were associated with the resurrec
tion of Christ on the first day of the week. 

The law is not the rule for a Christian's life. It is 
Christ Himself that is his pattern. The Christian, 
whether he was Jew or Gentile before conversion, 
fulfills the righteousness of the law in walking not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit, for Christ is the 
pattern for his behavior (1 John 2:6), and that goes 
higher than law. It is the royal law, and the law 
of blessed liberty, for the Lord has given us the new 
risen life, and the Holy Spirit, who gives us to de
light to do His will and also the power to do it. 

Now being made free from sin, and become ser
vants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. 
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"Maybe I'm Not Trusting Right" 

"I am glad you have come today; Alice was 
wishing so much to see y o u , " and as tin* 
mother spoke, she placed a chair for me close 
by the bedside of the sick girl T had come to 
see. 

A glance at the invalid told me that she was 
sinking fast. 

' 'And why were you wishing so much to see 
me today, A l ice?" I asked, as T took the offered 
hand. 

" I ' m afraid maybe I 'm not t rust ing r i g h t . " 

" W h o is it you are trusting, Alice d e a r ? " 1 
asked. 

" J e s u s , " she said. 

"Wel l , He does not tell you to trust Him 
right, but only to trust Him, and none perish 
that trust Him. To trust is just to leave all to 
Him, and nothing to yourself. Don' t you re
member, Alice, the last day I was in, we spoke 
together of the preeiousness of the blood which 
cleanseth from all sin. and how you rested upon 
t h a t ? " 

"Yes , but—but the evil thoughts come y e t , " 
she replied. 
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"Well, Satan can and does trouble us, cans-
ing us to doubt and fear when he gets us to 
look into ourselves, instead of just looking 
straight oft' to Jesus, and keep looking. But, 
Alice, there is one thing which Satan knows 
well that he cannot do, and that is, he cannot 
take a single one of those who have really 
trusted in the Lord Jesus out of His hand; even 
the feeblest is just as safe as the strongest, 
when they are in His hand, for He has said: 

" 'My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me: and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of My Father's hand. I and My 
Father are one.' John 10:27-30. Surelv that 
is quite true, Alice, is it no t ? " 

A look of rest came into the dear girl's face, 
and she lay quite still for a little while, and 
then the shadows came back again. 

"What troubles you now, dear?" T asked 
gently. 

"When I pray to Him," she said, " I cannot 
get just the right words which I would like." 

"But the Lord Jesus does not tell you to 
pray with 'right' words, Alice. Me said, 'All 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be
lieving, ye shall receive?' Indeed, He prays 
for you. Listen to what is written in His Word, 



MAYBti I'M NOT TRUSTING RIGHT 227 

" 'Wherefore He is able also to save them to 
llie uttermost that eome unto God by Him, see
ing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.' Heb. 7:25. You know already what 
He has done for you- when on the cross—He 
took your place and bore your punishment; 
but think what He is doing for you now in the 
glory. 'He ever liveth to make intercession 
for you.' What else do you need?" 

Kest, peace and joy filled her heart. The 
entrance of God's word had given light. Satan 
had done his utmost to cause her to be occu
pied with herself, her trust, her thoughts, her 
prayers, but she saw now that nothing de
pended upon her, but that Christ was all and in 
all. We thanked Him together for His match
less love and grace. 

Perhaps this simple account Avill meet the 
eye of some doubting one, who, like Alice, is 
troubled as to whether you have the right kind 
of trust. Why think of yourself at all? Look 
away from yourself and all that you are, unto 
Him who suffered, bled and died for you here, 
and now lives for you in the glory above. 

You will never find comfort or rest of heart 
in looking at yourself, or in looking around 
upon others, but 0, what rest, peace and joy 
you will find in "looking unto Jesus !" As 
you do so, you will be enabled to live for Him 
and to Him. Once yon were lost from Him ; 
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now you are to bo lost in .Him; that is, letting 
yourself sink out of sight in His abundant 
fullness, finding Christ all in all. 

Then doubt no more, dear- voting reader, but 
trust Him only, trust Him fully, and be en
abled to run with patience the race set before 
you—"looking unto Jesus." 

"Jesus, the One who knew no sin, 
Made sin to make us just ; 

Thou gav'st Thyself our love to win, 
Our full, confiding' t r u s t / ' 

Dependence 

"I rejoice at Thy word, as one that findeth 
great spoil." Psa. 119:162. 

Give me, Lord, the grace I need, 
To Thyself my heart incline; 

As Thy holy Word I read, 
Let me gather strength divine. 

Not my reason, but my faith 
I desire to exercise; 

So that what Thy Spirit saith, 
T may ever dearly prize. 

There the deeper lessons learn 
Of Thv wisdom, love and skill 



PROFESSION OK POSSESSION 22'.l 

There with readiness <Iis<-«*rn 
What Thy purpose—what Thy will! 

That the movements of my hearl 
May he under Thy control--

J jet Thy holy Word imparl 
Health and vigor to my soul. 

Till Thy loved ones Thou shalt raise, 
Be Thyself my heart 's delight: 

Rule that heart, and all its ways, 
By Thy truth's unerring light. 

Fragment 

"Concentration of purpose—making Christ 
our one object—is what the devil dreads most, 
for us as Christians.'? 

Profession or Possession 

Thousands and tens of thousands profess the 
name of Christ, and call themselves Christians; 
but only those who have received Christ by-
faith, and possess eternal life in Him, and are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, will enter the glory 
of God. 

Which are you—an empty professor; or a 
happy possessor? 

The Christian profession is set forth in a 
most striking manner in the likeness of the 
kingdom of heaven to ten virgins, in Matt. 25. 
five of whom were wise, and five foolish, all 
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being' furnished with a lamp, and having light. 
(V. 8.) But the wise had oil in their vessels 
with their lamps, to sustain the light. What 
was the result? When the bridegroom came, 
they that were ready—that is, those who had 
oil—went in with him to the marriage; the 
door was shut on the foolish, who lacked it, 
and who cried in vain for admittance. 

Dear reader, Christ, the heavenly bride
groom, is coming. Have you nothing more 
than the lamp of profession? Are you content 
with being a mere religious professor in this 
land of light, with an open Bible? Then if He 
were to come now, you would be shut out, and 
cry in vain to be let in. And 

Christ is coming in a moment, in the twink
ling of an eye. (1 Cor. 15:52.) 

But if a possessor of Christ and of the Holy 
Ghost, of whom the oil is a figure, you are 
among the ready, and would go in, "caught 
up , " as we read 1 Thess. 4:15-18, to meet the 
Lord Himself in the air. 

Are You Ready? 

If so, then see also that you are practically 
ready. "Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning and ye yourselves like 
unto men that wait for their Lord. (Luke 12: 
35, 36.) Jesus said, "Surely I come quickly." 
Can you from the heart respond, "Amen: even 
so, come, Lord Jesus"? (Rev. 22:20.) 
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"Stormy Wind Fulfilling His Word" 

"And Jesus called a little child unto Him 
and set him in the midst of them." Matth. 
18:2. 

How often is God pleased to speak to the 
souls of His own by the feeblest instrumental
ity! A thunderstorm was raging, and the deep 
exercise through which I was passing seemed 
to be its echo within my troubled breast. My 
little boy of three and a half years came and 
sat on my knee and, gazing out of the window, 
put the following questions to me in a very 
impressive manner: 

"Does God make the light, mamma?" 

I replied, "Yes, dear, God makes the light to 
shine into our hearts, and He sits in the heavens 
and rules all things." 

Taking up the last clause of my answer, lie 
again asked with great seriousness, 

"Does God sit in the heavens?"—then a 
pause—'' and rule ?' ' 

"Yes, dear ," was my answer. Again he in
quired : 

"Does God rule the seaside water?" 

I felt that God was surely" speaking to me 
through this tiny child, as in a moment the 
words came into my mind, 

"He maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof are still.'' 
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Surely if Clod rules the troubled waves of 
the mighty ocean, He is able also to stay the 
power of the enemy, however fiercely the tem
pest may rage. That blessed One who once 
•walked upon the stormy water, is He not able 
also to steer us safely over life's tempestuous 
sea? He only can still its foaming billows so 
that we may pass on fearlessly, but He is with 
us and we are safe under His protection. 

' 'Led by faith we brave the ocean, 
Led by faith the storm defy, 

Calm, amidst tumultuous motion, 
Knowing that the Lord is nigh; 

"Waves obey Him, 
And the storms before Him fly." 

Meditations on Scripture 

Acts 19 

The Lord is gathering together in one, the 
children of God scattered abroad. Aquilla 
and Priscilla helped Apollos to see his place. 
Paul, who was now at Ephesus, instructs 
twelve disciples of John the Baptist in the 
truth. He evidently saw in them something 
lacking, so he asked them, "Have ye received 
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" They re
plied, "We have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost." They did not know 
that the Holy Ghost had come. They knew 
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1 here was such a person. Tor John taught <>f 
Him. Paul inquires further, " I ' n t o wliat then 
were ye bap t ized?" And they said, " U n t o 
John 's bapt ism." Paul explains that John ' s 
baptism, which was unto repentance, was only 
pointing to One that was coming after him, 
on whom they were to believe, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. 

The death and resurrection of Christ, and 
His place in glory at the Fa the r ' s r ight hand, 
having finished the work of atonement, and the 
sending of the Spirit, tha t other Comforter at 
Pentecost, all this would be joyful news to 
them; and when they heard these things, they 
were baptized in, or, to the name of the Lord 
Jesus. They were thus brought into the 
Church, or house of God, and when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came 
on them, thus making them members of the 
body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12 :12, 13.) 

They were born again when they were John ' s 
disciples; now they have the Holy Spirit. 
the seal of faith dwelling in them. The differ
ence is manifest, for they spoke with tongues 
and prophesied. This is intelligent speaking 
of the things of God; it is one of the three in
stances mentioned in Acts of speaking with 
tongues. In each case tha t which was spoken 
was understood by those present. I t is not to 
be compared with the unintelligent jabbering 
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of the so-culled tongues of the. present day 
spiritism. 

Paul goes on boldly speaking the thing's of 
God and His Kingdom. For three months he 
persuades and disputes with the Jews, till the 
opposition became so great that some hardened 
unbelievers, speaking evil of that way before 
the multitude, made Paul go away from them, 
and he separating the disciples, went on with 
his work in the school of one Tyrannus. This 
ministry he continued for over two years, so 
that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of 
the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

God bore witness by signs and wonders and 
various acts of power, that Paul was His apos
tle, so that a number were healed and evil 
spirits cast out. It was the power of God in a 
man, but when some Jews who went about pre
tending to cast out evil spirits, had taken upon 
them to call over them which had evil spirits 
the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, " W e ad
jure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth." 
There were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish high 
priest, who were doing this, but the evil spirit 
answered, and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are y e ? " Then the spirit-
possessed man leaped on them, and overcame 
them, and prevailed against them, so that they 
fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
This became known to all the Jews and Greeks 
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dwelling at Ephesus, and the Lord used it to 
arouse consciences. Fear fell on them all, and 
the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
Many that believed came and confessed the 
things which they had done. Many of them 
also which used curious arts (charms) brought 
their books together, and burned them before 
all, and they counted the price of them, and 
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. The 
power of Grod is greater than that of Satan. 
Thus with might the word of the Lord in
creased and prevailed. Men's consciences are 
reached when God is before the soul, and the 
enemy is held in check till the work is accom
plished. 

After about three years in Ephesus, Paul 
has it on his mind to go to Jerusalem, by way 
of Macedonia. He purposed in his spirit to 
see Rome also. He sent Timotheus and Erastus 
there to Macedonia, but he remained awhile 
longer in Asia, 

Again the Lord allows a storm to rise. 
Demetrius, the silversmith, who made silver 
shrines for Diana, feels his idolatrous gains arc 
diminishing, called together his fellow crafts
men, and said, "Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth. Moreover, ye see 
and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost 
throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded 
and turned away much people, saying that they 
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he no gods, which are made with hands; so that 
not only this-our craft is in danger to be set 
at naught, but also that the temple of the 
great goddess Diana should be despised, and 
her magnificance should be destroyed, whom 
all Asia and the world worshipeth." Satan 
works here by selfish interests, and the self-im
portance of our city and country, to oppose 
the blessed salvation that the love and grace 
of God provided. 

Demetrius' speech fills the city with wrath. 
The mob caught Gains and Aristarchus, and 
rushed them to the theater. Paul wanted to 
go also, but the disciples kept him back, and 
some of the chief men, officers, who were his 
friends, sent unto him, advising him not to go. 
For two hours the mob kept up their shouts 
and cries: "Great is Diana of the Ephesians." 
The city was filled with confusion, some crying 
one thing, and some another. Some did not 
know what it was all about, and all this after 
nearly three years of hearing the gospel 
through Paul and his companions. Yet there 
were many who had been delivered from 
Satan's power in that place. 

The Jews now put Alexander forward. He, 
beckoning with his hand, would have made his 
defense unto' the people, but they did not want 
the Jew either, and with their shouts, kept up 
the commotion. The town clerk appeased the 
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people by praising Diana, and asserting that 
Gains and Aristarchus had done nothing 
against the Jaw; that Demetrius had Die means 
to aceuse anyone who had wronged him, and 
that they might be called in question about tin* 
uproar before the authorities, and they would 
be unable to give any account. Then he dis
missed the assembly. 

We have found in this chapter, the conflict 
between the Spirit of God working in the 
Lord's servants, and the power of Satan kept 
in check, and overcome by God as long as the 
work was going on; the Jew and his religion 
powerless of good; the assembly of God grow
ing amidst the opposition of man, under 
Satan's power. In our day, the conflict goes 
on between truth and error. Though miracles 
are not needed now, and so have ceased, yet 
the Lord takes care of His servants. His love 
and grace are ever the same. He opens the 
door, or shuts the door, as and when He will, 
•and sees fit so to do.. 

"A Song in the Night" 

A beloved brother writes: The enclosed 
verses were written one night, or rather about 
three a. m., during a somewhat severe illness. 
I was quite prostrate, but the Lord was very 
precious. I repeated the lines to my dear wife 
and she said, ""We had better write them down, 
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and then you must get off to sleep." Ho after 
they were written down, I took some refresh
ing rest, and from that time I began to gain 
strength. If they can be used for the Lord's 
glory we shall be glad. 

0 blessed Lord and Saviour, 
The Father 's whole delight, 

We know Thee now enthroned 
In heavenly glory bright; 

We gaze upon Thee, Saviour, 
Thrice worthy Thee acclaim, 

0 blessed, glorious Saviour, 
We triumph in Thy name. 

0 blessed, living Saviour, 
The mighty One to save, 

The Alpha and Omega, 
The Conqueror o'er the grave. 

Faith's Author and Completer, 
The Church's living Head, 

In Thee all glories center, 
Thou Firstborn from the dead. 

0 blessed, coming Saviour, 
Soon, soon Thou wilt return ; 

In glad anticipation 
Our' hearts within us burn; 

To dwell with Thee, blest Saviour, 
To see Thee face to face, 
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To know in fullest measure 
The glory of! Thy grace. 

0 blessed, crowned Saviour, 
Thou soon wilt take Thy throne, 

And heaven and earth confess Thee 
The worthy One alone; 

We hail Thee, Lord and Saviour, 
We praise and we adore, 

Thine be the power and glory 
Both now. and evermore. 

Extracts of Letters as Subjects for Prayer 

Panajachel, Sonola, Guatemala, 

Central America. 
My Dear Sister in Christ: 

Just recently your splendid publication, 
"Mensajes de Amor," has come to my atten
tion, and I am desirous of circulating it sys
tematically each month through our field of 
about one hundred thousand inhabitants, so we 
are wondering if you will send us, say per
haps, fifty copies monthly of this blessed little 
paper? We have started a very definite and 
systematic hut to hut, village to village, cam
paign of personal evangelization with the 
printed and spoken Word, and are rejoicing in 
the sincere interest manifested among a truly 
large proportion of those visited, with a de
mand for more literature leading them into the 
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way of life. We are building up a mailing list 
for those really interested in the regular mail
ing- of such literature. 

Praving for von and vour associates for our 
Lord's full and abundant blessing in this in
comparable work of sowing the blessed and 
eternal Word, T am yours in that blessed hope, 

"W. R. R. 

Chichicastenango, Guatemala, 

Central America. 
Dear Miss Ulricli: 

"He abideth faithful.*' 

Recently we received a bundle of "Mensages 
de Amor / ' which is just the sort of a Sunday 
school paper Ave need for our people here. We 
are most desirous of obtaining, at least, fifty 
copies a month, and to put its good Biblical 
teachings into as many homes which hardly 
ever receive anything in the way of a healthy 
periodical. The tracts and "Porcions" are 
always joyfully welcomed, but a real periodical 
is a rare treat. 

Your little paper is quite pertinent to the 
needs of people in this isolated section. 

Yours verv sincerelv, 

h. T. 
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Mexico City. Mexico. 

Dear Sister in the Lord : 
1 one day received a copy of your Sunday 

school paper, "Mensajes de Armor," and as I 
have opened a little evangelical mission here 
in dark, needy Mexico, and have a few children 
on Sundays, I would like very much to have 
some copies of this paper for my boys and girls. 

Thanking you for your kindness, I am, 

• Yours for Mexico, 

MRS. A. S. 

Que/altenango, Guatemala. 
Central America. 

(Translated from Spanish) 

Dear Sister in Christ: 

It is with pleasure that I write to you for the 
purpose of telling you my desire. I have read 
one of your papers, "Messages of Love," and 
1 see they contain precious truths which are 
very profitable for us and for our people here, 
esp-ecially among the Indian race, which I 
represent, and among whom I wish to dis
tribute them. If you would have the kindness 
to send me some copies I would be very 
grateful. 

Very sincerely yours, 

E. F. 
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Tetuan, Morocco, N. Africa. 
Dear Miss Ulrich : 

Mr. H., a missionary in S. Spain, lias given 
me a copy of your very helpful little paper, 
"Mensajes de Amor," and I will be very grate
ful to receive some copies, both for my work 
among' the Jews, and also for the Spanish Mis
sion School in connection with the North 
African Mission. In this school there are over 
fifty children in attendance, and the two 
English workers find it very difficult to get any 
literature. The children are all very poor, and 
beyond these two young workers in the school, 
nothing else is being done here among these 
poor people, who are as ignorant of the Gospel 
as the heathen. 

I trust you are being greatly blessed in your 
work, and will have great joy in it in the com
ing day. With Christian greetings, 

Yours sincerely in Jesus, 
* '- M. E. R. 

"Chosen in Christ" 
Eph. 1:3-7 

If we look back into the depths of eternity, 
before the foundation of the world, God was 
occupied with the very thought that the Holy 
Ghost is speaking to our souls in this portion 
r f Scripture. Yes, here we go back before our 
conversion ; before the death of the Lord Jesus; 
before His incarnation; before all God's deal-



"CHOSEN IX CI I HI S T " 24:; 

ings with men for four thousand years; before 
Satan stepped into paradise; before Eve sinned. 

We were chosen in Christ before the founda
tion of the world. What can alter the pur
poses of God? Before all. time began, God 
chose ns in Him, that we should be holy, and 
without blame before Him in love. 

Yes, He purposed to bring us into this won
drous place of acceptance. "Before Him in 
love.' ' Such was the love of the Father to us, 
in, and from, eternity. 

"To the praise of the glory of His grace. 
wherein He hath made us accepted in the He-
loved. ' ' 

What a place to be before Him according to 
the love of His heart,—"in love,"—"accepted 
in the Beloved." Then, "holy and without 
blame." And so certain, that nothing can set 
aside the eternal purpose of God. Nay, it is 
•even now accomplished, "He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved." He has thus blessed 
us in Christ. It is as true that we are accepted, 
that He has made us so, as that He chose us in 
Christ, before the foundation of the world. 

And now let us dwell a moment on the re
lationship He predestined to have us in, "Unto 
the adoption of CHILDREN by Jesus Christ." 
0 ! how far nearer to Him than the creature 
place that Adam stood in, even in Paradise. Far 
nearer than Israel stood in, as a nation. Nearer 
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than Abraham, as the friend of God. Nearer 
far than angels now enjoy—they stand around 
His throne; but Jesus is gone to prepare a place 
for ns, Avhere we shall sit on thrones in the 
unclouded light of the glory of God; so near, 
that the angelic myriads shall stand around 
that place of nearness. 

Yes, we are predestined to enjoy that won
drous place of oneness with the Son of His love, 
as children—"To the praise of the glory of His 
grace." 

And, now, if we pass on from this to 1 John 3, 
what joy to our hearts that nothing could sat
isfy the Father's love, nothing less perfect, than 
our being like the holy One for whom we wait. 
Presented to Himself glorious, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. God could have 
'no pleasure in those sacrifices which never took 
away sins. But now the eternal purpose, the 
dearest desire of His heart, is attained in our 
perfect acceptance in Christ, and likeness to 
Him. 

If we turn to Dan. 7 :9, we see there the An
cient of Days, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. 
So in Rev. 1, wre behold the Lord Jesus, and 
"His head and His hairs were white like wool, 
as white as snow." The same emblem of spot
less purity may be observed on the "mount of 
transfiguration." 
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"His face did shine as the sun, and His rai
ment was white as the light." 

But you may say, Can we, who have been 
such sinners, become like that : like Him, as He 
is? Yes, the very same figures are used by the 
Spirit when He brings us to Christ, 

"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." Isa. 1:18. 

It is well for our hearts to rest in the abso
lute purposes of God. The redemption we have 
is the result of those purposes. "The blood of 
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin." "As He is, so are we in this world." 

Let us then look down from on high, and see 
the Church as God sees it, as He beholds it 
without spot, accepted in the Beloved. Our 
hearts can not enter into the thought of being 
like Him, unless thev now understand how He 
looks upon us—in the same wiiiteness and like
ness. Satan may rage. Man may arise speak
ing perverse things. Unbelief may say, All is 
going to pieces. Billows may swell mountains 
high. Let us never forget, in spite of these 
things, that we were chosen in Christ before 
them all. 

May we be kept waiting for Him! 

Wait for Your Lord 

Be "ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their Lord, when He will return from the 
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wedding; that when He cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto Him immediately." Luke 
12:36. 

We know not the hour of His return. Let us, 
therefore, he ready. 

He expects us to be not only awake, but 
watching, and near the door, ready to obey 
His knock. 

May we be found at His coming, redeeming 
the time, holding fast to His word, and wait
ing for His coming. The most faithful watcher 
for Christ, will be the most earnest worker 
for Him. Workers may not be good watchers, 
but good watchers will be earnest workers. 
So, too, as regards holding the truth, such as 
are most faithful to Christ will be most faith
ful to the truth. 

Love and Trust 

Thou hast loved me, precious Saviour! 
Notwithstanding all my sin; 

And hast, through the door of mercy, 
Sweetly drawn me safely in— 

Drawn me in to God the Father, 
Made me know and own my place; 

As, in Thee, redeemed, accepted, 
Justified, through reigning grace. 

Thou dost trust me, gracious Saviour! 
With Thine honor here below; 
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And wouklst have me si r iving- all llic 
Riches of Thy grace to show; 

Thou wouklst have me, Lord, abounding 
In the work of patient love; 

Till Thou comest, occupying, 
Every talent to improve. 

I would love Thee, precious Saviour! 
Love like Thine must love beget; 

And the pathway of Thy sorrow 
I would never here forget: 

Marred, Thy visage more than others; 
Grief prof ounder ne 'er could be ; 

Then, too, in death's surging billows 
Left and smitten—all for me! 

I would trust Thee, gracious Saviour! 
Trust Thy love and tender care. 

As I journey through the desert, 
Till I meet Thee in the air: 

Till I meet Thee—till I see Thee— 
Till there's naught on earth to do; 

It will give me joy to trust Thee, 
And refresh Thee, Saviour, too! 

The Difference Between A House and a Home 

There's many a house that is not a home, 
Though the fabrics be grand and fair; 

And many a cottage which is no home, 
With its walls full of strife and care; 

'Tis not the outward that makes the home. 
But the spirit that dwelleth there. 
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A real home is a pilgrim's tent 
Where an altar to God is found, 

Where His presence sheds His sweet content 
And perfume and peace around, 

Where the hearts are knit with the one intent 
That their lives should His praises sound. 

A true home on earth is a type below 
Of the home in His house of love, 

Where the nearest ties human hearts can know 
Are the transcripts of ties above, 

And the holy affections from heaven that flow 
Are the springs that its inmates move. 

My Grace Is Sufficient For Thee 

2 Cor. 12:!). 

The other evening I was riding home after 
a heavy day's work; I felt very wearied, and 
sore depressed, when swiftly, and suddenly as 
a lightning flash, that text came to me: "My 
grace is sufficient for thee." I reached home 
and looked it up in the original, and at last it 
came to me in this way, 

"My grace is sufficient for thee," and 1 said, 
" I should think it is, Lord," and burst out 
laughing. It seemed to make unbelief so 
absurd. 
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It was as 1 Ji on oh some little fish, being very 
thirsty, was troubled about dr inking the river 
dry, and Fa ther Thames said, 

" D r i n k away little fish, my stream is suffic
ient for t h e e / ' 

Or it seemed like a mouse in the granaries 
of Egypt , after the seven years of plenty, fear
ing it might die of famine; Joseph might say, 
"Cheer up little mouse, my granaries are 
sufficient for t h e e / ' 

Again, I imagined a man away up yonder, 
in a lofty mountain, saying to himself, "1 
breathe so many cubic feet of air every year, 
I fear I shall exhaust the oxygen in the at
mosphere ;•' but the earth might say, "Brea the 
away, 0 man, and fill the lungs ever, my atmos
phere is sufficient for t h e e / ' 0 , young Chris
tians, be great believers! Little faith will bring 
your souls to heaven, but great faith will bring 
heaven to your souls. 

The Ground of Confidence Before God 

A Christian has always the ground of being 
perfectly happy before God, because he is per
fectly saved. This is the right state of a Chris-
tion—that of confidence, not in the flesh (carnal 
confidence), but confidence and joy before God. 
A state of want of confidence, and of uncer
tainty as regards himself, is a state in which 
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tho Christian may be found; he may pass 
through it, and that even because of a certain 
work produced in his soul by the Holy Spirit, 
but it is not his proper state. What the Holy 
Spirit gives is certainty. 

Wherever there is uncertainty, it results from 
the working of our own hearts, even though 
in connection (and, in a sense, grounded upon) 
what is really the work of the Spirit. T may 
believe that God is holy, and, seeing sin in my
self, may begin to reason on my own worthi
ness as to whether I can or cannot come to God, 
whether I can have anything to say to God. 
There may be the desire to go to Him, but then 
I do not know whether He will accept me. This 
is not faith; and yet it is constantly the state of 
soul in which Christians are found. It is not 
properly a Christian state; it is reasoning upon 
things known by faith, things found out 
through faith, but it is not faith. 

We find in the AVord of God that the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin ; 
that by the blood of the cross He has made 
peace; that our sins and iniquities are remem
bered, no more; and, if faith is in exercise, we 
are happy—we have peace. Faith is the simple-
hearted reception of what God has said. 
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Correspondence 

Ques. P lease give a few t h o u g h t s on Acts 

15 ; especial ly expla in verses 20, 28 and 29, why 

these t h i n g s are called tk necessary t h i n g s ' ' ? 

C. W . B. 

Ans. We see the wisdom of God in telling Paul 
to go to Jerusalem to settle the question, which he 
had already fully settled in his own mind, as we see 
in Galatians. At Jerusalem, he conferred with those 
of reputation, so that they were of one mind. The 
Judaizing teachers had their say. Then Peter gave 
distinct witness, how the Gentiles were saved and 
sealed without law, and it was a yoke too heavy to 
be borne by their fathers or themselves. The Jew 
and Gentile are alike saved by grace. 

James confirmed this, and quoted Amos 9:11, 12, 
to show God's intention to save Gentiles, then he 
gives the sentence, "that we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God; 
but that we write unto them, that they abstain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from 
things strangled, and from blood." Idols were a 
denial of the living God, the Creator of all things. 
Fornication was a breach of the institution of mar
riage, given in the garden of Eden. (Compare Matt. 
19:4-6.) "Things strangled, and from blood," refers 
to Gen. 9:3,4, where God added flesh to man's food 
(Compare Gen. 1:29), but reserved the blood for 
Himself—a mark of acknowledgment of the Creator. 
All these things are God's provision and instructions 
to man, but the Gentiles had fallen lower than when 
created, and now Christianity lifts them up to recog
nize God as the Creator, and to respect His claims. 

The apostles and elders wrote letters to that ef
fect, and sent well-known men with Barnabas and 
Saul to carry the news, called "the decrees" in Acts 
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16:4, to all the assemblies. When the multitude of 
believers at Antioch heard the letters and the news, 
they rejoiced for the consolation. And Paul, guided 
by the Spirit of God, wrote the Epistle to the Gala-
tian assemblies, to free them from the legality they 
had sunk into. It is good to read it, till you under
stand it. 

Ques. Does El ias refer to J o h n the B a p t i s t 

in Ma t t . 17:10-13? M. J . J . 
Ans. It was rightly understood by the scribes of 

that day, that before the Messiah came, the propheti
cal testimony from God spoken of in Mai. 4:5, 6, 
must be fulfilled, but they did not count that when 
the Son of Man came, His rejection was first, and 
then His glory after, and that all this Church period 
was between them. 

The disciples also had to learn this. They had 
just seen Jesus transfigured on the Mount. They 
were eye-witnesses of His Majesty (2 Peter 1:16-18.) 
But they were to "Tell the vision to no man, until 
the Son of Man be risen from (among) the dead. 
This they did not understand. (Mark 9:10.) They 
did not yet receive this into their hearts, so they 
asked Him the question, "Why then say the scribes 
that Elias must first come?" Jesus answered, 
"Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things/5 

(This will fulfill Mai. 4:5,6.) "But I say unto you, 
that Elias is come already, and they knew him not. 
but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. 
Likewise shall also the Son of Man suffer of them." 
The forerunner was rejected, and the Messiah also 
was to suffer. 

John came in the spirit and power of Elias (Luke 
1:17). Isa. 40:3 was true of him, and to those who 
received him; Elias was come already. (See Matt. 
11:14.) John the Baptist did the work of Elias to 
those who received Jesus as the true Messiah. 
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" I HAVE ALL I W A N T ! " 

One day, while walking in the park in L , 
I saw near the gate-house a woman wandering 
in the shrubbery in a curious, aimless way. 

As I drew near she came towards me, and 
after a little talk with her, for she seemed to 
be in trouble, I asked her if she was saved. She 
replied that she was not, but that she desired 
it greatly, and for a long time had been in great 
trouble about her soul. 

So we went together into the gatehouse (her 
home), where God's great love was put before 
her, and the way of salvation He has provided 
through the death of His Son on the cross, His 
resurrection and ascension to glory. 

By God's grace she grasped the truth eagerly, 
and after a short time was led to trust the Lord 
Jesus as her own personal Saviour. 

When I saw her again, she told me that after 
she was converted a man came and hired a boat 
for fishing, and for rowing the people about 
who visited the park, and she said: 

' ' He gets his meals with me, but I do not like 
it, for he is an unbeliever, and I do not as yet 
know how to answer his questions." 
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I advised her not to try to do so, for I told 
her that no matter how firm he seemed to be 
in his opinions they would not support him 
when he came to die. 

Later the man gave up his employment and 
went with his wife to. live in B. Not being 
able to call on the woman for some time, I sent 
a Christian friend with a letter from myself. 
In this letter I told her the story of Lord Roden, 
and the short poem written on paper and 
pinned on his library chimney-piece. 

The incident was as follows: 

A friend who often came to see his lord
ship was observed to walk across the room every 
time, and read the verse— 

" I n peace let me resign my breath 
And Thy salvation see, 

My sins deserve eternal death 
But Jesus died for me." 

Lord Roden remarked to his friend, 
"You seem to enjoy my little poem?" 
"Yes ," said he, " i t has done me good, and 

has been used to my salvation." 

In my letter to the poor woman I quoted 
this verse. Having read my letter, the gate
keeper spoke to my friend of the infidel of whom 
she had told me on my former visit and re
marked : 
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" I have just received a letter from the man's 
wife to say that her husband is dying and in 
great agony about his soul. He feels he is lost 
and says, ' 0 for some one to show me what to 
d o . ' " 

The woman said to my friend, "Suppose we 
send him Miss C 's le t ter?" 

This was agreed upon, and the letter was des
patched as soon as possible that evening. 

The next day, as the poor man lay in despair, 
suddenly the postman knocked. 

" 0 , " said he, "perhaps something is coming 
that will do me good! Get the letter quickly and 
read it to me.' ' 

His wife lost no time, and the letter was read 
slowly and emphatically by her to him, and as 
she came to the words, 

" I n peace let me resign my breath 
And Thy salvation see, 

My sins deserve eternal death 
But Jesus died for me," 

he called aloud, "Stop, I have all I want,—" 

"My sins deserve eternal death 
But Jesus died for me." 

His wife believes lie died fully trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of his soul. 
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Beloved reader, God's ways are wonderful. 
He used the feeble instrumentality of a little 
verse, for the eternal blessing of several persons. 

THE BLOOD AND THE WATER 

Many minds are in confusion with regard to 
cleansing by the precious blood of Christ, which 
often arises through not seeing nor understand
ing the place that the water has in the Word 
of God. 

T H E APPLICATION OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST NEVER 

NEEDS TO BE REPEATED. 

We are cleansed, on believing, once for all, and 
for ever. 

"The blood of Jesus Christ His [God's] Son 
cleansjBth us from all sin.' ' 1 John 1:7. 

The blood of animals brought to God by the 
high priest on the great day of atonement, set
tled the question of Israel's sins for one year. 
That is, they were maintained thereby in their 
place of privilege as God's people on the earth. 
The blood of Christ purges the conscience of the 
believer for ever. (Heb. 10:1-14.) 

To say, as many do, that every fresh sin that 
the believer commits needs a fresh application of 
the blood of Christ, is to lose sight of its infinite 
value and efficacy in the sight of God. 

But we read that from the side of Jesus flowed 
forth 

BLOOD AND WATER. 
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Hence we find the Scripture speaking both oL* 
our being cleansed by blood, and also of our be
ing born of water, and of the Spirit. Again, in 
Heb. 10:22: "Our bodies washed with pure wa
ter/' 

WATER IS A FIGURE OF THE WORD OF GOD. 

And not only thus is there the application of 
the water (or Word) as well as the blood when 
we believe, but we further read, in Eph. 5:26, 
that Christ is now sanctifying the Church by 
cleansing it by the washing of water by the 
Word. Hence, though we are ever before God 
without charge, because of the abiding value and 
efficacy of the precious blood, yet we need the 
repeated application of the Word of God to our 
consciences, for the judgment and putting away 
of everything evil in our practical daily walk 
and conversation. 

1' THE NIGHT COMETH WHEN NO 
MAN CAN WORK" 

Go, labor on; 'tis not for naught; 
Thy earthly loss is heavenly gain; 

Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not, 
The Master praises—what are men? 

Go, labor on; enough, while here, 
If He shall praise thee, if He deign 

Thy willing heart to mark and cheer; 
No toil for Him shall be in vain. 
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Go, labor on, while it is day, 
The world's dark night is hastening on ; 

Speed, speed thy work, east sloth away: 
It is not thus that souls are won. 

Men die in darkness at Thy side, 
Without a hope to cheer the tomb; 

Take up the torch and wave it wide, 
The torch that lights time's thickest gloom. 

Go on, faint not, keep watch, and pray; 
Be wise the erring soul to win; 

Go forth into the world's highway, 
Compel the wandered to come in. 

CONFESSION OF CHRIST 

More than 25 years ago I wrote to my eldest 
brother, telling him that I had found Christ. 
This brother had known the Lord already a 
number of years, and my letter thus confessing 
Christ, brought from him a very hearty reply. 
It was something to the effect that he would 
rather have heard such news from me, than that. 
I bad become a millionaire, or a prince among 
the great ones of the earth. The joy that filled 
my heart, on meeting with such a response from 
one I so admired and loved, comes back to me 
now as one of the happiest moments of my life. 

Bearing this in mind, though we are un
known to each other, I would desire heartily to 
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congratulate every young believer, who reads 
these lines, on having through grace become a 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. With dis
tinctness and certainty, you may affirm that 
you become a possessor of Jesus Christ, for by 
believing on His Name it has been your unspeak
able privilege to have received Him. (John 
1:12.) It is a work of joy to the Holy Spirit now 
to bring you into the blessed realization of your 
possession. 

"Ye shall know that I am in My Father, and 
ye in Me, and I in you.' ' John 14:20. Well may 
the heart that begins to realize that it possesses 
Jesus Christ, gladly respond, 

"Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
Blessed Jesus, unto Thee.' ' 

Such is God's way and order, as He has said, 
"With the heart man believeth unto righteous
ness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." Romans 10:10. Not liaving 
seen and complied with this order, may be the rea
son why some young Christians have to mourn 
the absence of assurance and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. (1 Thess. 1:5,6.) The mistake is fre
quently made by beginning at the wrong end. 
You may desire first to have the sweet, joyous 
sense of acceptance in your heart, then to give 
the Lord thanks for having saved you; but it is 
more to the Lord's honor if you hear His word 
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and believe Him, and just tell Him that you do 
believe Him, and give Him thanks. Take Eph. 
1:3-7, and use it as your thanksgiving to the 
Lord. Then, as He leads and gives you the op
portunity, tell some one else that you have be
lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ, and that God 
says you arc ''Accepted in the Beloved." This 
will be like opening the door of a cage, to let 
the lark escape, to soar upwards and sing in the 
blue heavens. 

Confession of Christ thus begun should be 
maintained. It will be more difficult to do so 
than to fix a badge on your collar, but the wear
ing of a ribbon, of a certain dress, is, in com
parison to the real confession of Christ, what 
praying by machinery is, to the prayer of the 
heart. The Lord wants reality, and that which 
will suit His eyes. He looks not on the outward 
appearance, but on the heart. It is out of the 
abundance of the heart that the mouth speaketh. 
While the heart is fresh with the love of God, 
the lips will speak freely of Christ. 

Young Christians, and old ones, too, like 
young soldiers, need to hear the word of com
mand: "F ron t . " This may keep us steady, or, 
if there has been declension, it will bring re
covery. When the Lord's eyes met Peter's, back
sliding ceased, and restoration began. "For wiser 
is it to keep facing our front, and to have our 
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eyes on the Lord, so that our hearts and lips are 
free to confess His name. 

Js He not worthy? The Father said of Him, 
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." Twice such a testimony was given 
from heaven. When John was permitted to see 
and hear what was going on in heaven, he writes 
of ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou
sands of thousands, who said with a loud voice. 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." Rev. 
5:11, 12. It was the face of this Worthy One 
that Stephen saw, and it so charmed him that 
he heeded not the stones cast by his murderers. 
Since then, in many lands, the noble army of 
martyrs have joyfully sealed their confession to 
His worth with their blood. Read God's roll of 
honor (Heb. 11), and see the company into 
which, through grace, you have been brought. 
and seek strength from Him to fight like them 
the good fight of faith. 

" H E SHALL TESTIFY OF M E " 

The Holy Ghost is a witness of Him who came 
down from heaven to do the will of God—to 
finish the work. Has He finished it? Has He 
partly done the work, and left me to do the rest ? 
Has He put some, or all of niy sins away? No, 
no. Jesus hath appeared to put away sins by 
the sacrifice of Himself. He was once offered 
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to bear the sins of many. The Holy Ghost has 
come down from heaven after redemption was 
accomplished, and Jesus glorified at the right 
hand of God, to make it all known to ns; to 
make it known in the heart and conscience. 
Jesus did the work, and now the Holy Ghost 
tells us, it is done. 

MEDITATIONS ON SCRIPTURE 

Acts 20. 

No doubt, with a distinct purpose, Paul does 
not tell us much of his own sufferings. He re
minds Timothy of what he knew of them as an 
example to him; or in 1 Cor. 15:32, to show the 
foolishness of suffering for Christ, if there is no 
resurrection of the dead. In 2 Cor. 11:21-28, 
when, to show to the boasters their folly, he 
says, " I speak as a fool." In 2 Cor. 1:8-10 and 
4:12, when we hear him tell of death's sentence 
carried in his soul, and of the God of comfort 
who has delivered, does deliver, and shall de
liver, that the Corinthians might know their 
resource in time of need. 

The writer in the Acts passes on rapidly in 
his narrative, but what a history it gives of the 
devoted servant given up to do the Master's 
will. We know fallen man will fail, and he did 
also, but how like, in self-sacrificing love, he is 
to his Master and Lord! 
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After the stormy time just gone through, Paul 
called the disciples, and embraced them, and 
started for Macedonia, where he spent a while 
in earnest exhortation and instruction. Then he 
came to Greece, and spent three months. As he 
was leaving for Syria, a treacherous plot against 
him came to light, so that he purposed returning 
to Macedonia. Verse 4 tells us of sonic of the 
company that went with him. These went be
fore, and waited for him at Troas. The rest of 
the company, of whom Luke, the narrator, was 
one, sailed from Phillipi, and reached Troas in 
five days, and stayed there seven days. 

Here we find (in verse seven) the custom of 
the disciples in those days was to come together 
to break bread on the first day of the week, 
marking out for us our privilege to come to
gether on that day, which we rightly, with John, 
by the Holy Spirit, in Rev. 1:10, call the Lord's 
Day. As they came together for the purpose of 
remembering the Lord in His death, this would 
doubtless be done, and Paul being present, began 
to unfold the truth which was necessary for them 
to know, and this he continued till midnight. 

We must remember that at that time there 
was no legal holiday as we have now; they there
fore met at the most convenient time for all, and 
that was evening. 

It was an upper room, and there were many 
lights burning. A young man, Eutychus, sank 
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into a deep sleep, and after a while fell down 
from the third loft, and was taken up for dead. 
Paul went down, and embracing him, said, 
' 'Trouble not yourselves, for his life (soul) is in 
him." Then he went up to his place again, and 
after having refreshments, he went on with the 
meeting, till day break, and then departed. It 
was a comfort to them that the young man was 
alive. 

Paul journeyed on to Assos afoot, while his 
company went in a ship. From there they went 
on to Miletus; for Paul, with true Jewish feel
ings, wanted to be at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost. From Miletus, he sent and called the 
elders of the Church, and gave them his fare
well address, which is therefore important to us 
as instruction needed when we have no apostles 
He could speak of his faithful, yet humble 
service, and the trials he passed through; of how 
he declared to them everything that was profit
able for them to know, and taught them public
ly, and from house to house. "Testifying both to 
the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance to
ward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ," 

Now he was going on to Jerusalem, not know
ing what was before him, except that the Holy 
Spirit witnessed in every city, saying that bonds 
and afflictions were his lot. But none of these 
things deterred him, neither did he count his life 
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dear unto himself. It was his aim to finish his 
course with joy, and to fulfill the ministry which 
the Lord entrusted to him, to declare the gospel 
of the grace of God. He adds, "Behold, I know 
that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching 
the Kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that 1 
am pure from the blood of all men, for I have 
not shunned to declare unto you the whole coun
sel of God." "Take heed therefore unto your
selves, and to all the flock, over which the Lord 
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of 
God, which He hath purchased with the blood 
of His own (Son)." 

And how we see this fulfilled. (Ver. 29). How 
many grievous wolves have succeeded the apos
tles, to destroy the teachings, and to scatter the 
flock! Thank God, they cannot destroy the 
Scriptures; the foundation of God standeth 
sure; they cannot change the purposes of God, 
nor His love, nor Christ's love to His Church 
which is His body, and this embraces all who 
are truly saved souls. "We can still say, "There 
is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling." Eph. 4:4. 

In verse 30, he tells of another danger, and 
that comes from Christians themselves "speak
ing perverse things," and so succeed in making 
divisions—centers of themselves, which we may 
fitly call "men's tables." We find the first men-
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tion of such in "all Asia" turning away from 
the apostle's teachings. (2 Tim. 1:15). Since 
then, it spread till all was lost as to divine 
ground of gatherings in confusion of sects. And 
since, in these days, God has recovered to many 
the truth that ' 'There is one body," One Head, 
One Center for the Holy Spirit to gather His 
people to. We find the enemy has succeeded, 
as he did at the first, in again setting up ' 'men's 
tables" in division, while still with the pretense 
of being gathered to the name of the Lord, they 
say, "We all have the Lord's table.' ' Alas! What 
a contradiction to the truth, where they have 
not separation from evil, and the Unity of the 
Spirit, and are gathered in independency. 

More than ever we need the apostle's word, 
''Therefore watch." We need to remember his 
tears, his warnings, and all the words the Holy 
Spirit ministered to him. 

"And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified." 

We do well to let our souls dwell on this— 
God, the living God; and the Word, the un
changing Word of His grace, a solid rock under 
our feet, an unfailing refuge from every storm 
that can arise. May He find our hearts simple, 
obedient, dependent on Him. And find an ex
ample in our blessed Lord, and in His apostles, 
in their walking in His footsteps, ministering 
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to the needs of others as Paul did, oaring for the 
weak and needy ones, and remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, " I t is 
more blessed to give than to receive." What 
lessons for our souls to ponder! 

Then Paul knelt and prayed with them all, 
and they all wept sore, and fell on his neck and 
kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the words 
which he spake, that they should sec his face no 
more. They accompanied him unto the ship. 

It is a serious question for every child of God 
in the present day to answer. Are you endeavor
ing to walk according to the truth of Paul 's 
teaching? Have you found out that God has a 
center, where, if allowed, the Holy Spirit would 
gather you while you wait for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus? Do you know the approval of the 
Lord in your path? He will give it to you, if 
you seek His face. (Psa. 105:4) 

TRUE HAPPINESS 

Before we accept Jesus as our own Saviour, . 
our religion is a melancholy one. For many 
years I had just enough religion to make me 
miserable; now I know Jesus as my Saviour, and 
having Him I am indeed happy. I wonder what 
your religion does for you, dear young reader ? 

A man I had met several times, had always 
a gloomy countenance. Upon one occasion I ac
costed him with these words, 



268 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

"Not many years ago, I had enough religion 
to make me miserable, but not enough to make 
me happy; may I inquire how it is with you ?'' 

"This is my ease exactly," he answered. 
startled into the confession by my own former 
experience being so like his own. 

On another occasion, soon after my conversion, 
a friend called upon me, and clasping me in her 
arms, exclaimed, 

"Something has taken ten years from your 
face since I last saw you!'' 

" 0 !" I replied, ' ' the years from my face are 
as nothing to the burden that Jesus has taken 
from my heart." 

Thus, our countenance is at times an index 
of the condition of the heart. Many faces I have 
looked upon, since my own conversion, bear 
traces of the burden "grievous to be borne" 
upon the heart, and I felt keenly for them; 
while others, though furrowed and wrinkled with 
age, have borne a bright and glowing testimony 
to the peace within. 

Dear young reader, I cannot look into your 
face, but I long to know if the burden is still 
resting upon your heart, or if you know Him, 
"Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree." The apostle adds, "By whos^ 
stripes ye were healed." 1 Peter 2:24. Dear 
reader, do you know the deep meaning of these 
wonderful words, "By His stripes I am healed"? 
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Do you say, " H e died for me; He poured out 
His soul unto death for me"? 

Whatever your past experience has been, ac
cept Jesus now, and in future you will have 
enough religion to make you happy in all condi
tions, and under all circumstances. 

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS AS SUBJECTS 
FOR PRAYER 

As TO THE LORD'S WORK IN SOUTH AMERICA 

The Continent of South America has been 
called the "Neglected Continent." But many 
earnest servants of God are endeavoring to do 
their part to change this appellation. They are 
asking you to lift up your eyes and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest. 
We know our blessed Lord and Master said this 
with a "Behold I say unto you." Do you desire 
to have any part in it? Just consider, is it pos
sible that you have lived the greater part of 
your Christian life, or all of it, without knowl
edge of the work that was being done of and for 
the Lord in those lands where the blackness of 
the darkness of heathendom or superstition 
reigned, and is reigning. We feel sure that it is 
possible, and that thousands of the best taught 
Christians have lived in more or less ignorance 
of these things, for none made it their business 
to tell them, and they never sought the sources 
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of knowledge. Have you, dear brother or sister, 
no touch with those fields white unto the har
vest"? Do not say that those dear servants of 
(lod on the Mission fields are not your mission
aries, for are they not members of the body of 
Christ, where God hath set them, and ye are all 
members, one of another? 

In these days of apostasy, when the enemy of 
souls is bringing in a flood of unsound doctrine, 
and denial of the truth in religious places, is it 
not all the more needful that we should hold 
up the hands of those who still contend for the 
faitli once delivered to the saints? 

Potosi, Bolivia, South America. 

Dear Sister in Christ: 

I thank you so much for the beautiful papers. 
They are well gotten up and take well with the 
folks here. I keep them for the Lord's, day, 
school, as they suit this aspect of the work splen
didly. I sent one or so to our dear Brother, R. 
R., and he is delighted with them also. 

Potosi is 14,000 feet above sea-level, and is so 
isolated, being locked in by still higher moun
tains. To get out of this town, one has to climb 
over a mountain 16,000 feet above the sea. This 
will give you an idea of the difficulties of the 
work here. The altitude is tremendously hard 
on the heart. Of course, if there is any defect, 
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well, one cannot live here. But praise the Lord, 
He is able, in spite of trials. 

The work is very encouraging here in spite of 
the darkness spiritually, of the people. They 
are, because they can read and write, learning 
to appreciate the truth of the gospel, this being 
brought within their reach by means of preach
ing, distribution of Bible, New Testaments, Gos
pel portions, and tracts. This is all being blessed 
abundantly to souls here, for which I praise 
God, and take courage. 

I am grateful to the Lord, for the privilege 
of filling a little niche in such a dark land as 
this. I do feel my unworthiness, but praise His 
name, He is worthy. May it please Him, to so 
work in, and through, and for us, that we shall 
give every heart beat, and every pulse beat bad: 
to Him, until He come. Thousands are perish
ing here, and the laborers are so few. I am all 
alone in this dark city, not a soul to help carry 
on. But praise the Lord, not alone, for Thy rod 
and Thy staff (support), they both comfort me. 
But 0, that others would come, sent of the Lord, 
for the need is so great. However, His is the 
work, His the power, and His the Glory. He 
knows, He loves, He cares, and that is every
thing! Just lift your heart heavenward occa
sionally for this "Dark neglected Land." 

Your Brother in Christ Jesus, 
E. F . S. 
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El Fuerte, Sinaloa, Mexico 
Dear Miss Ulrich: 

We have received two packages of "Messages 
of Love". We have nothing for our children in 
Spanish. I would like to know who thought of 
this great blessing for our Mexican children"? 1 
could give you many addresses of pastors in 
Mexico who would be glad to know that there is 
such a paper. Please let me know all about it. 
Thank you for these numbers. 

Yours truly, N. P. 

Nombre de Dios, Poanas, Mexico 

Esteemed Sister in the Fai th: 
The congregation which is in my charge has 

received regularly each roll of the "Messages 
of Love," which you have sent, and these have 
been used with good results to the glory of our 
Lord. I have been away in the country, and sur
rounding cities and God has blessed us 'richly. 

Although ,my congregation is poor in money 
for lack of work, I beg of you to tell me how 
much we owe you for the "Messages," because 
it is probable that we will not be able to con
tinue buying this good periodical after having 
paid you, as we are very scarce of money, 
though it is a paper which is a great help to us, 
we shall be obliged to cease taking it for this 
reason. We are very sorry for this. We acknowl-
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edge with gratitude your kindness in sending us 
each roll. Many thanks. We are praying i'o • 
this publication, which is so good. We beg you;* 
prayers. With love in the Lord, E. GJ-. S. 

(Later from the same.) 

Nombre dc Dios, Poanas, Mexico 

Dear Sister in the Lord: 

I have before me your much appreciated let
ter, and it gives me the greatest pleasure to see 
that you, who are so distant from us, are pleased 
to interest yourselves in us. 

We, this congregation, are remembering in 
prayer each day this work which these " Mes
sages of Love" are doing, for I repeat that we 
are all reading with profit this good periodical, 
and are passing it on to the unconverted. 

Many thanks for your kindness which you 
are showing to us so gratuituously, and we shall 
hope to receive regularly these good "Messages 
of Love," as we have been doing. 

For my part, I am greatly pleased, and only 
our God and Father is able to recompense this 
work, and may He bless it by His Holy Spirit 
is my desire and my prayer. 

Your brother in the Lord, E. G. S. 

Mexico 

" F o r a long time we have been looking to the 
Lord to work in this idolatrous land of Mexico, 
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and I cannot but feci that much of the seed that 
lias been sown is about to spring up—God 
grant it. I am sure that you people who have 
so faithfully sent out the Word, will have your 
reward at the harvest time." M. V. 

Panajachel, Guatemala, Central America 
My Dear Miss Ulrich: 

He abideth faithful. 
Mr. Townsend and my husband expect to 

share the work in this large Department of 
Solola until the Lord sends some one else to di
rect it, and we can always use " Messages of 
Love" to good advantage here, if you can send 
us some of each issue. 

The time now is indeed short for seed sowing, 
and we are glad that the Lord is at hand in 
these strenuous end-time days, to cheer and 
bless. We know you will pray with us that His 
will be made manifest. 

Yours in Him, L. H. T. 

Ramerez, Argentine, South America 
Dear Madam: 

I recently saw the November number of your 
Gospel paper in Spanish and was attracted by 
the excellent production, both as regards the 
reading matter, and the general get up of the 
paper. I saw it in an obscure town in the prov
ince of Santa Fe, and I have been unable to 
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find out how it got there. I should be pleased 
if you could send me a few every month for 
district visiting distributing. 

Please pray for the extension of Gospel work 
in the Argentine. We have been in this country 
17 years, and could give you some interesting 
accounts of Gospel work in it. 

We remain, Yours in His Service, 
E. G. G. 

Manila, Philippine Islands 
Dear Fellow-Helper in Christ: 

I don't know to whom I am indebted for giv
ing you my address, so that you have kindly 
sent me two packages of "Mensajes de Amor / ' 
but allow me to assure you that this splendid 
paper is greatly appreciated, and it will be of 
interest to you to know that it is now being sent 
to many parts of these needy islands by mail. 

There is intense missionary work here, but it 
is to be feared that education lias greater place 
than conversion to God. At times we have been 
almost led to think that many of God's people 
in America had forgotten their responsibility to 
the eleven million souls of these islands, but we 
press on, assured that His gracious purposes wiTl 
be fulfilled in spite of much to discourage. We 
shall greatly value your prayers. 

Thanking you most heartily for share of the 
Lord's bounty, 

Yours in that blessed Hope, G. A. W. 
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Los Barrios, Prov. de Cadiz, Spain 
Dear Miss Vlrioh: 

It has been a great pleasure and help to our 
work for the Lord here in Los Barrios to re
ceive your nice paper for the young people 
"Mensajes de Amor." I have had some through 
Mr. Holmes, but I am writing to ask you if you 
could allow me some fifty or so, sent direct1? I 
meet with so many, old and young, who would 
like to have them. May the Lord bless the Gos
pel messages which they contain, and give you 
to see abundant blessing resulting from your ef
fort put forth in His name. It is sad indeed to 
see the children in these dark lands. Even the 
grown-ups so ignorant as to God's plan of sal
vation. It has been my joy and privilege now 
more than 20 years to tell the story of Jesus and 
His love in Spain and Morocco. 

"His coming draweth nigh," so may we use 
up the opportunities. 

Yours in Him whom we love to serve. 
M. E. H. 

Huehuetenang'o, Guatemala, Central America 

Dear Sister in the Lord: 

" H e abideth faithful." 
Greetings in that most precious of names— 

Jesus. 
For some time you have been sending me a 

small roll of "Mensajes de Amor". Not find-
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ing anything in the paper to indicate who were 
responsible for it, and fearing that it might be 
sent out to propogate some unsound doctrines 
or frills to the Gospel, that so much abound 
in these days, I have never made acknowledge
ment of it until now. So far as I have seen, you 
stand for the Truth, and should the Lord make 
it possible for you to do so, I could use, for His 
glory, the following to the address-centers un
der our particular care, 250 copies to Pastor 
Lopez; 200 copies to Pastor De Leon; 250 copies 
to Pastor Angel; 250 copies to Pastor Hernan
dez ; 350 copies to my address. You may not be 
able to send so many, but this indicates what we 
can use for His glory. 

Wishing you the Lord's best blessing, and 
that He may give you wisdom in the articles 
printed, I remain, in His dear Name and service, 

"Till He come", F . G. T. 

Santa Cruz, Tenerife, Canary Islands 
Dear Sister in the Lord: 

You will see by the inclosed receipt when the 
packages of the "Messages" reached us, and how 
many. Yes, we do appreciate them very, very 
much, for they just suit our need among the 
young folks. Have been keeping some in reserve 
each month for the following plan: We shall 
have boys and girls, from ten to fifteen years 
of age, here each week for a reading hour. One 



278 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

or more of them will read the stories, etc., in 
the ''Messages," and then each receive a copy 
to take home. Those that are left are placed 
aboard the ships, and how eager the men are 
to get all such. They are really starved for some
thing to read. No one seems to pay any atten
tion to their appeals or care about them, so they 
have been going through the years without. 
What a responsibility has been upon the religious 
leaders who have refused to hear them, and give 
them the Word of God. What an account they 
will have to give for these people who have per-. 
ished for the lack of the knowledge of the living 
God. Surely we are living in the last days, and 
the coming of our blessed Lord ' ' draweth nigh.' ' 

Never has there been more need of earnest 
prayer for help, and we hope that you, and as 
many others as can, will join us in this. 

The people here continue to come as usual to 
hear the Word, and we pray that many may be 
led from darkness to the glorious light of our 
Lord. It is very difficult for them to break 
away from their old religious ties, and many of 
them that do, are compelled to flee to other coun
tries for safety. 

All of my family join me in Christian greet
ings and God-speed for you and your work for 
Him. 

Yours in the Lord's Island service, 
F . C. M. 



ON WAKJ)! 27!) 

ONWARD! 

Spend and be spent would we, 
While lasteth life's brief day; 

No turning back in coward fear, 
No lingering by the way. 

Onward we press in haste, 
Upward our journey still; 

Ours is the path the Master trod, 
Through good report and ill. 

The way may rougher grow, 
The weariness increase; 

We gird our loins and hasten on, 
The end, the end is peace. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ques. Please explain Acts 2:38; 10:44; 19 :6. 
in connection with sealing, or receiving the Holy 
Spirit? A. S. 

Ans. In Acts 2:38 we find Peter's answer to"the 
question of the Jews who were pricked in their 
hearts, and anxious to know what to do. They had 
to separate from that untoward generation that 
crucified the Lord. They show their repentance by 
doing so, and owning the Name of the crucified One. 
They are baptized unto Him, then God, through the 
apostles, gives them the Holy Spirit, and the for
giveness of their sins. This is administrative, as in 
John 20:23. 

In Acts 8:14-17, we see that the Samaritans were 
not sealed, though they were truly saved believers. 
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till Peter and John came down from Jerusalem, and 
with prayer, laid their hands on them. This was evi
dently God's way of securing the unity of the Spirit, 
and thus healing the schism between the Jew and the 
Samaritan, and manifesting that the Church is one 
in Jerusalem and Samaria. Laying on of hands ex
presses this unity. 

In Acts 10:43, 44, it is Gentiles, and God, in this 
way. compelled Peter and the Jews to receive them. 
He teaches Peter to say, "Whosoever/' and the Gen
tiles heard and believed, and God sealed them. Then 
Peter demanded, who could forbid their reception 
into the House of God on earth, seeing God had 
made them members of the body of Christ? (1 Cor. 
12:13.) So Peter, in the name of the Lord, com
manded their baptism. 

The Lord gave this authority to Peter. (Matt. 
16:19.) 

In Acts 19:6, we have believers, who did not know 
the Holy Spirit had come. They were disciples ac
cording to John's baptism. Paul instructs them in 
the truth of Christ glorified, and that the Holy Spirit 
had come. (John 7:39.) John's baptism did not put 
them under the name of the Lord Jesus; this had to 
be done, and Paul, as an apostle, identified them thus 
with the Church by laying his hands upon them. It 
was a complete change in their position from Jew to 
Church of God. Then the Holy Spirit came upon 
them. 

Now, Jew and Gentile are concluded in unbelief. 
(Rom. 11:32.) We treat them both alike; we would 
baptize either Jew or Gentile, on seeing them happy 
in the Lord. We could not now baptize them to get 
the forgiveness of sins, and the Holy Ghost. 
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Are You a Christian? 

"Are you a Christian?" asked a gentleman 
of a young lady. 

"Of course I am; why I am a Sunday-school 
teacher, tract distributor, and a helper in every 
good work," was the quick reply, and the 
speaker turned away in disgust at such a ques
tion being asked of her. 

The momentary feeling of annoyance soon 
passed away, and with a self-satisfied smile she 
pursued her way. 

Annie had been brought up in a good home, 
and from her earliest years had been a regular 
attendant at church. 

When fifteen years of age she was asked by 
a Christian friend— 

"Have you decided for Christ?" 

" N o , " was the frank reply. 

"Wil l you decide now?" 

"Yes; I will," was the answer given after 
a moment's hesitation, in which Annie thought, 
" I shall have to decide, and why not now? I 
mean to be a Christian, of course." 

Annie at once became a Sunday-school 
teacher and a communicant, and was considered 
by herself and others as a Christian. 
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At times an uneasy feeling- would come over 
her when she heard one of Christ's disciples 
speak of the peace and blessing of communion 
with Him and the joy of His service. 

What did it mean? She knew nothing of this; 
her prayers were offered with unflinching reg
ularity, but were very wearisome, and her re
ligious duties were often tedious, but faithfully 
performed; yet she had decided to serve Christ, 
and was she not serving Him? Was she not the 
foremost in every good work? Was she not 
petted and sought after, and told how useful 
and clever she was, and held up as an example 
to others by those who ought to know what a 
Christian should be? 

0 ! yes, she was as good as anybody, and bet
ter than a good many. And so she rested sat
isfied, and put aside all thoughts that troubled 
her. 

Alas! poor Annie ; she was building upon the 
sand, striving to rear a structure without hav
ing first the foundation, and often, as she laid 
her head upon the pillow did she feel a soul-
hunger, a longing after something more satisfy
ing. 

Perhaps some who read these words are like 
Annie, building upon a false foundation and 
know it not, and do not wish to know. It is 
so pleasant to feel that you are so good, and so 
clever, and so useful, that you do not like to 
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be told that your goodness, and your labors, 
and your prayers are utterly valueless as a 
foundation upon which to rest the eternal in
terests of your immortal soul. 

0 ! be warned in time; look well to the foun
dation, for "other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

Time passed on, and Annie married the man 
of her choice, without a thought of consulting 
the Lord's will in the matter. He appeared 
outwardly respectable and well-to-do, and that 
was enough for her. 

In a little while she discovered that she had 
made a mistake, but right bravely did she strive 
to hide the fact from others, suffering in si
lence. Lonely indeed were the night watches 
when the poor wife waited hour after hour, 
whilst her husband was at the gambling table, 
regardless of her. 

Things grew worse, until twelve months from 
the time Annie became a bride, she found her
self deserted by her husband and laid upon a 
bed of sickness, with no apparent probability 
of recovery. 

Where now was her religion? Ah! where? 
All before her was dark, and as she seemed to 
be on the point of death, no hope, no comfort 
was hers. She now realized that the righteous
nesses, in which she had trusted, were but as 
filthy rags, and while, contrary to all human 
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expectation, she gradually recovered a measure 
of strength, fierce was the tumult that now 
raged within her. The Spirit of God held up 
before her the broken law, and she trembled. 
She, who had thought herself so good, now saw 
that she had broken every commandment in the 
spirit, though not in the letter. 

Again she set herself to the hopeless task of 
reform, but the more she tried, the worse she 
seemed to become, until she began to despair 
of ever being any better. Before, she had 
trusted in the regularity of the formal prayers; 
now she was afraid to pray at all. She dared 
not repeat the Lord's prayer, for how could she 
ask to be forgiven, when she was painfully con
scious that she could not forgive. 

She became more and more miserable, giv
ing up herself as lost; but "H e who came to 
seek and to save that which was los t" was ten
derly watching over her; and after undermin
ing the false foundation upon which she had 
been building, now led her on to the Rock. 

Leaving the town in which she had been 
brought up, Annie went to reside in a country 
village; but change of scene could not bring 
change of heart. 0 ! how she longed for peace, 
but her soul was like the troubled sea, and 
would not be lulled to rest. 

On the first Sunday night after her arrival, 
she went to a religious service, drawn there 
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by only force of habit, for °he had now come 
to the conclusion that there was no hope for 
her. 

Thus does Satan strive to keep sinners away 
from, the Saviour. First, persuading them that 
they do not need to come; then when their eyes 
are opened to the falsity of this statement, he 
goes to the opposite extreme, and tells them 
that their case is hopeless; it is too late; they 
cannot come to Him now. But he is a liar from 
the beginning, and both statements are equally 
false, for " there is none righteous, no, not 
one," and "al l have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.'' All need a Saviour, and none 
need despair, therefore, for He is an almighty 
Saviour, "able to save to the uttermost," and 
He is even now tenderly saying, "Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out ." 

"Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him." 

Annie sat with a heart ill at ease until the 
preacher gave out as his text, "The blood of 
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin." 1 John 1:7. 

The familiar words came to her as a new 
revelation. Like a flash of lightning, the Holy 
Spirit revealed to her the blessed truth they 
contained. 
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"Cleanseth! does it? cleanseth from all sin? 
all sin ? Then it cleanseth me! even me! Thank 
God for that." 

In an instant the burden rolled away, and 
her heart was at rest. 0 ! the joy of that 
moment! 

Not a word of the sermon did Annie hear, 
she was too deeply engaged with the Saviour, 
who had been so graciously revealed to her. 

When she left the chapel, it seemed as if she 
was in another world; everything was changed, 
and her heart was so full of joy and praise that 
she could not help singing as she went along 
the country lanes. 

The change soon became apparent in her life, 
for though her circumstances were the same, 
the spirit with which she met them was entire
ly different. Instead of having to struggle on 
alone, she now had a strong Arm on which to 
lean. 

Again she began to work for Christ, but 0 ! 
how different! Instead of duty, it was her 
highest delight. No longer did she place con
fidence in her own works as a means of salva
tion, but trusting only in the finished work of 
Christ, she rejoiced by glad and happy service 
to show forth the praises of Him who had 
called her out of darkness into light! 

Before this she had been satisfied if she rigid
ly performed a certain amount of religious 
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work, and received a proportionate amount of 
commendation from her friends. Now, with a 
heart filled to overflowing with love and grati
tude, she longed to tell others of His wondrous 
love, and lead them to her Saviour, without a 
thought of human praise— 

" I ' m a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all," 

was the language of her heart, and she was 
used as the instrument in His hands of win
ning many souls for Him. 

Building upon a false foundation can only 
result in everlasting shame and disgrace; but 
building on the true foundation, no matter 
what may come, all will be well for time or 
eternity. 

The Two Journeys. 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"With blind-folded eyes, 
Down a w'ld torrent, under stormy skies, 
A gulf between two dark eternities, 

Drifting, we know not where!" 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"Life's short pleasures past, 
Hope's funeral knell sounding on every blast, 
Heaven's entrance closed, to ruin hurried fast, 

A leaf before the wind!" 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"Who the path can say 
To where some star will lend a cheering ray? 
Or through earth's labyrinth direct our way, 

So wildly sought in vain!" 
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"Whither, 0! whither?" "Terrible r ep ly 
From yon white throne of judgment in the sky; 
'Depart, accursed! from My presence fly 

For ever!' Awful word!" 

"Whither 0! whither?"—"To a land of light, 
A home of loveliness, serene and bright, 
Joyfully hastening with steady flight, 

Our hearts before us there!" 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"Pilgrims near their homo, 
No longer in a foreign land to roam; 
Bright and beloved ones, waiting till we come, 

All sorrow left behind!" 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"Christ, the Risen One, 
Through life and death, hath now to glory gone; 
He sends His messengers to lead us on, 

The way is sure and plain!" 

"Whither, O! whither?"—"Washed from earthly 
stain, 

No more to wander, or to fall again: 
For ever with the Father to remain, 

For ever with the LrOrd!" 

SANCTIFICATION 

Sanctification in Scripture means setting 
apart; i. e. our being set apart to God. 

I t is a commonly-received thought, that be
lievers in Jesus are justified by faith, and that 
sanctification follows; some going so far as to 
say that it is possible to be wholly sanctified, so 
as to cease from all actual sins. A few profess 
to have attained to this state. 
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But what saith the Scripture? We are spoken 
of, first, both as being sanctified by the Spirit, 
sanctified by the offering of Christ, and sancti
fied in Christ, when we believe. Secondly, prac
tical sanctification follows. 

EXAMPLES OF THE FORMER. 

' ' Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit/' 
1 Peter 1:2. 

" B u t ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified," &c. 1 Cor. 6:11. 

" W e are sanctified, through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once.'' Heb. 10:10. 

" B y one offering He hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified." Heb. 10:14. 

"Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification," 
&c. 1 Cor. 1:30. 

"To them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called saints.' ' 1 Cor. 1:2. 

EXAMPLES OF THE LATTER. 

' ' This is the will of God, even your sanctifica
tion," &c. 1 Thess. 4:3. 

"Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy 
Word is t ru th . " John 17:17. 

N. B.—1 Cor. 6:11 puts sanctification before 
justification. 

x'Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are 
justified." 

It is of the deepest moment that you should 
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observe and weigh this, if you would be clear on 
this all-important subject. 

A new-born babe is complete in all its parts, 
as complete as a man; but it will take years to 
grow to manhood. So a Christian is sanctified 
by the Spirit, &c, and sanctified in Christ, com
plete in Him at starting; but needs to grow 
spiritually, in practical sanctification, from a 
babe to a young man, and from a young man 
to a father in the knowledge of Christ. (1 John 
2:13.) 

A LIVING FAITH 

Lord, teach me how to trust in Thee, 
And how, less unbelieving be; 
To place on Thine unerring care 
Those most I love, and leave them there. 

For faith is not a mere belief, 
That Thou canst aid in bitter grief; 
0 ! 'tis far greater blessings, Lord, 
Are promised in Thy gracious Word. 

'Tis grasping Thee, when all are gone, 
'Tis viewing Thee, when quite alone; 
'Tis pillowing on Thine unseen arm, 
Supported there, and free from harm. 
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'Tis calm assurance, all is well. 
Though how, or where, I cannot tell; 
'Tis heark'ning when no voice I hear, 
'Tis smiling, though I weep and fear. 

'Tis living in Thy blessed sight, 
Where 'er I breathe by day or night; 
'Tis drinking in Thy tender love, 
From all below, and all above. 

'Tis putting on the garment white, 
Preparing for the blessed sight 
Of that rejoicing, glorious feast, 
Which saints shall share, from great to least. 

'Tis stepping light, though burdened sore, 
'Tis hating sin, yet more and more ; 
'Tis fighting hard, and yet at rest, 
'Tis broken-hearted, and yet blest. 

'Tis loving with unuttered love, 
Though hard the heart, and slow to move; 
'Tis laboring, though 'tis all so small, 
I count it laboring not at all. 

'Tis telling Thee my every thought, 
'Tis finding all I've every sought; 
'Tis treading on tKrough life's lone walk, 
In sweet companionship and talk. 
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Tis joining in the Saviour's praise, 
Tis fixing high my eager gaze, 
Where all is boundless love and peace, 
And fredom marks the soul's release. 

'Tis hurrying to a glorious end, 
'Tis pressing towards my bosom Friend; 
'Tis meeting Him, come, Jesus, come, 
'Tis folding tent, and reaching home. 

Meditations on Scripture 

Acts 21. 

Paul and his companions journey on their 
way to reach Jerusalem. He goes bound in his 
spirit to that point, but this is natural affection 
for his nation; it is not led on in the gospel by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We are often reminded in Scripture that 
every man is a failure in himself, and in this 
beloved servant of the Lord, we find no ex
ception. Jesus Christ, the Lord, is alone the 
faithful and true witness. Since his will, even 
in love to his people, is allowed to rule him, 
his walk is not any longer in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

At Tyre it is manifest by some disciples who 
said to him, through the Spirit, that he should 
not go up to Jerusalem. I t was a solemn warn
ing from the Spirit, by the mouths of the 
brethren, but he did not heed it. The Spirit 
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did not say it to Paul himself; then it would 
have been disobedience, but the Lord allows 
him here to follow Him in a far off way. Jesus 
waited on the Father, to do the Father's will 
at all times. 0 , that we might learn by this to 
be single-eyed, to get our guidance from God! 

Again we find (ver. 5) the affectionate part
ing of the dear saints with prayer. In Philip 
the evangelist's house, they tarried many days. 
We are reminded here of Philip's faithful serv
ice when acting as one of the seven in Acts 6 
(see 1 Tim. 3:13). His four daughters were 
those that prophesied. 

Agabus, a certain prophet, came down from 
Judea, and foretold what was awaiting Paul 
at Jerusalem, but Paul was deaf to all the rea
sonings and attempts to dissuade him from his 
purpose, and answered, "What mean ye to 
weep and to break mine heart ? for I am ready 
not to be bound only, but also to die at Jeru
salem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 

Seeing they could not persuade him, they 
said, "The will of the Lord be done." Doubt
less the Lord was over it all, and was still with 
His beloved servant, " I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee ," but he is not the servant 
now acting in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

At Jerusalem the brethren received them 
gladly. He is now in the center of Judaism, 
not bearing testimony that God is done with it, 
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but in his friendly affection for his Jewish 
brethren goes in with the customs and ordi
nances of the law. 

The brethren glorified the Lord when he told 
them of his ministry among the Gentiles, and 
of what God had wrought among them through 
him. Then James and the elders persuade him 
to show himself to the thousands of Jews that 
believed, that he was a good Jew, subject to 
the law, in order to uphold the reputation of 
their religion, and to unite Christianity with 
Judaism. Paul falls into this snare, and accedes 
to their proposal, and was about to have an of 
fering sacrificed for himself and those he was 
with, as if these were not abolished by the sac
rifice of Christ. It results in no good to the 
Jews—they are not won by it. It is not the 
path of obedience. 

The authority of the law, is not the liberty 
of grace. The power of ancient habits has 
dimmed the light, and men's influence led him 
out of the way. This put an end to the public 
testimony of the apostle. God, in overruling 
providence, orders it so that he is taken as a 
prisoner to Rome, where he served Him in the 
truth, but he is not sent there as he wished to 
go, that is, as an apostle. He is the prisoner 
of the Lord. Yet out of that prison he could 
write, "But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto 
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me, have fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are 
manifest in all the palace, and in all other 
places." Phil. 1:13. The Lord cannot forget the 
faithful service of His beloved servant. 

Paul's action here only helped on their faith 
in their Jewish customs, and aroused the Jew
ish feelings against himself being seen with 
Trophimus, a Gentile, whom they supposed 
Paul had brought into the temple. The mob 
drew him out of the temple, and tried to kill 
him. The Roman captain carried him off to 
safety; the multitude following with shouts of, 
' ' Away with him.'' 

Paul tells the captain who he is—a Jew of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city, and 
asks leave to speak unto the people. He spoke 
in Greek to the officer, and when there was si
lence, he addressed the people in the Hebrew 
tongue. 

Fragment 
Our business it is to treasure up the Word; 

it is the Spirit's to bring it forth out of the 
storehouse, and to apply it. Have you renewed 
your strength today out of God's Word? How 
know you what fiery darts Satan may aim at 
you, or what will be needed to quench them? 
One little text held as God's own Word, is 
oft a panoply against infidelity in the day of 
battle. 
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GOD'S WILL 

" H e always wins who sides with God, 
To him no chance is lost; 

God's will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphs at his cost. 

" I l l that God blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill, 

And all is right that seems most wrong, 
If it be His sweet will." 

THE BIBLE 

I have a profound, unfeigned (I believe di
vinely-given) faith in the Bible. I have, through 
grace, been by it converted, enlightened, quick
ened, saved. I have received the knowledge of 
God by it, to adore His perfections—of Jesus, 
the Saviour, joy, strength, comfort of my soul. 
Many have been indebted to others as the means 
of their being brought to God—to ministers of 
that gospel which the Bible contains, or to 
friends who delight in it. This was not my case-
That work, which is ever God's, was wrought in 
me by means of the written "Word. He who 
knows what the value of Jesus is, will know what 
the Bible will be to such a one. If I have, alas! 
failed it, in nearly thirty years' arduous and 
varied life and labor, I have never found it fail 
me. If it has not failed for the poor and needy 
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circumstances of time, through which we feebly 
pass, I am assured it never will for eternity. 
11 The Word of the Lord abideth forever." If it 
reaches down even to my low estate, it reaches 
up to God's height, because it is from thence: 
as the love that can reach even to me, and apply 
to every detail of my feebleness and failure, 
proves itself divine in doing so—none but God 
could do this, and hence it leads me up to Him. 
As Jesus came from God and went to God, so 
does the Book that divinely reveals Him come 
from and elevate to Him. If received, it has 
brought the soul to God, for He has revealed 
Himself in it. Its positive proofs are all in it
self. The sun needs no light to see it by. 

I avow, in the fullest, clearest, and distinctest 
manner here, my deep, my deep, divinely-taught 
conviction of the inspiration of the Scriptures. 
While of course allowing, if need be, for defect 
in the translation and the like, when I read the 
Bible, I read it as of absolute authority for my 
soul as God's Word. There is no higher privilege 
than to have communications direct from God 
Himself. 

My joy, my comfort, my food, my strength, 
for nearly thirty years, have been the Scriptures 
received implicitly as the Word of God. In the 
beginning of that period, I was put through the 
deepest exercise of soul on that point. Did 
heaven and earth, the visible church, and man 
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himself crumble into nonentity, I should, through 
grace, since that epoch, hold to the Word as an 
unbreakable link between my soul and God. I 
am satisfied that God has given it me as such. 
I do not doubt that the grace of the Holy Spirit 
is needed to make it profitable, and to give it 
real authority to our souls, because of what we 
are; but that does not change what it is in it
self. To be true when it is received, it must have 
been true before. 

And here I will add, that although it requires 
the grace of God and the work of the Holy 
Ghost to give it quickening power, yet divine 
truth, God's Word, has a hold on the natural 
conscience, from which it cannot escape. The 
light detects the wrong-doer, though he may 
hate it. And so the Word of God is adapted 
to man, though he be hostile to it—adapted in 
grace (blessed be God!) as well as in truth. This 
is exactly what shows the wickedness of man's 
will in rejecting it. And it has power thus in 
the conscience, even if the will be unchanged. 
This may increase the dislike of it; but it is dis
liked because conscience feels it cannot deny its 
truth. Men resist it because it is true. Did it 
not reach their conscience, they would not need 
to take so much pains to get rid of and disprove 
it. Men do not arm themselves against straws, 
but against a sword whose keen edge is felt and 
feared. 
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Reader, it speaks of grace as well as truth. It 
speaks of God's grace and love, who gave His 
only begotten Son that sinners like you and me 
might be with. Him, know Him—deeply, inti
mately, truly know Him—and enjoy Him for
ever, and enjoy Him now; that the conscience, 
perfectly purged, might be in joy in His pres
ence, without a cloud, without a reproach, with
out fear. And to be there in such a way, in His 
love, is perfect joy. The Word will tell you the 
truth concerning yourself; but it will tell you 
the truth of a God of love, while unfolding the 
wisdom of His counsels. 

Let me add to my reader, that by far the 
best means of assuring himself of the truth and 
authority of the Word, is to read the Word it
self. 

THE LOWEST PLACE 

Our Lord and Saviour, from Thy birth, 
Thy footsteps to the cross we trace; 

And all along Thy path on earth, 
We see Thee take the lowest place. 

The world—its bitter hate and scorn, 
Was met by Thee with patient grace ; 

Its taunts in meekest silence borne, 
For Thou didst take the lowest place. 
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Thus didst Thou pour contempt on pride, 
The pride of Adam's fallen race; 

For Thou didst all Thy glory hide, 
To take for man the lowest place. 

And for Thy Church Thou didst indeed, 
0 gracious Lord, Thyself abase; 

As servant of Thy people's need, 
Stoop down to take the lowest place— 

That we might learn Thy lowly mind, 
(So fully hast Thou met our case). 

And also have the joy to find 
Thy presence in the lowest place. 

Yea, from the manger, to the cross, 
We see Thee go with steadfast pace, 

Enduring grief, reproach, and loss, 
To.suffer in the lowest place. 

" A little while" our Lord, and we 
In glory shall behold Thy face; 

Teach us, till then, to take with Thee 
Thy place on earth—the lowest place. 

Fragment 

"And whatsoever thou spendest more, when 
I come again, I will repay thee." Luke 10:35. 

Spend anything you like on a child of God, 
and He will undertake to repay you. 
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Wisdom's Children: Who Are They? 

There is one feature which marks the chil
dren of Wisdom, and that is, they always jus
tify her. So our blessed Lord tells us in the 
seventh chapter of Luke, verse 35: 

"But Wisdom is justified of all her chil
dren." In the same chapter we are told 
(Verses 29, 30) : 

"All the people that heard Jesus, and the 
publicans, justified God, being baptized with 
the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and 
lawyers rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him." 

From all this we learn a very simple, but a 
most precious truth, namely, that all the chil
dren of wisdom justify God, and condemn 
themselves. This is the true ground for any 
sinner. 

Abel stood on this ground, when he "offered 
unto God the more excellent sacrifice." 

Noah occupied it, when he "prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house." 

It was there Job was standing, when he ex
claimed, "Behold, I am vile." "Now mine eye 
seeth Thee, wherefore I abhor myself, and re
pent in dust and ashes." 

That was Isaiah's ground when he cried out, 
"Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean l ips." 
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It was Peter's position when he said, "De
part from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." 

"And what shall I more say? for the time 
would fail m e " to enumerate all the children of 
wisdom—all the members of that highly 
favored generation who have freely and fully 
accepted the counsel of God against themselves, 
and confessed themselves to be poor, guilty, 
hell-deserving sinners—who have been led to 
say, with David: 

" I acknowledge my transgressions; and my 
sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, 
have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight; 
that Thou mightest be justified when Thou 
speakest, and be clear when Thou judgest." 
(Psa. 51:4, 5; Rom 3:4.) 

This is the invariable language of Wisdom's 
children. They always condemn themselves, 
and justify God. They do not make excuses 
for themselves, they do not seek to disguise, 
or to cover themselves. No; " I will confess," 
is the first grand utterance of every true child 
of Wisdom; and until this language comes 
forth from the heart, there can be nothing 
right. Until the soul is really on this ground, 
there is an insuperable barrier between it and 
God. So David found it in his day, for he 
tells us, 

"When I kept silence, my bones waxed old, 
through my roaring all the day long. For day 
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and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my 
moisture is turned into the drought of sum
mer." Psalms 32:3, 4. 

Thus it must ever be. There can be no com
fort, no relief, no blessing, no sense of pardon, 
no peace, no holy communion with God, until 
the flood-gates of the heart are opened, and 
free vent given to the spirit of true repentance. 

And what then? . How does God deal with 
those who justify Him, and condemn them
selves? All praise to His name! He justifies 
them, and condemns their sin. Marvelous 
grace! The very moment I take my place as a 
self-condemned sinner, God leads me into the 
place of a justified saint. Self-condemnation 
is the sure precursor of divine justification. I 
have only to declare myself guilty and leave all 
the rest to God. 

Wisdom's children justify God, and He jus
tifies them—they condemn themselves, and He 
pardons them. How can this be? The cross is 
the answer. There God condemned sin; there 
His righteous wrath against sin was poured 
out upon the Sin Bearer, in order that His 
righteousness might be imputed to the sinner 
who simply believes in Jesus. 

Here it is that Wisdom's children take their 
stand. This is their blessed resting place—the 
solid and eternal groundwork of their peace. 

Dear young reader, are you one of Wisdom's 
children? Have you been led to see your guilt, 
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and own it before God? Have you accepted 
the counsel of God against yourself? Have 
you justified God and condemned yourself? If 
so, you may, this very moment, find repose in 
the finished work of Christ, and in the right
eousness of God founded thereon. Such is the 
blessed portion of all the children of Wisdom. 

The Daily Life 

I asked the Lord to let me do 
Some mighty work for Him, 

To fight amidst His battle hosts, 
Then sing the victor's hymn. 

I longed my ardent love to show, 
But Jesus would not have it so. 

He placed me in a quiet home, 
Whose life was calm and still, 

And gave me little things to do, 
My daily round to fill. 

I could not think it good to be 
Just put aside so silently. 

Small duties gathered 'round my way 
That seemed of earth alone— 

I, who had longed for conquests bright, 
To lay before His throne, 

Had common things to do and bear, 
To watch and strive with daily care. 
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So then I thought my prayers unheard, 
And asked the Lord once more 

That He would give me work for Him, 
And open wide the door, 

Forgetting that my Master knew 
Just what was best for me to do. 

Then quietly the answer came, 
"My child, I hear thee cry. 

Think not that mighty deeds alone 
Will bring thee victory; 

The battle has been planned by Me, 
Let daily life thy conquests see." 

Guidance in Service 

The question presents itself: In what man
ner and to what extent can we expect the 
direction of God in our work? We cannot ex
pect visible and sensible interventions; but we 
can expect with certainty the care and direc
tion of God by His Spirit in the heart, if we 
walk with Him. 

"To be filled with the knowledge of His 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding' ' 
—to be led by the Spirit, if we walk in humil
ity. (Rom. 8 :14; Col. 1; Psa. 32:8, 9.) 

I do not doubt that if we walk with God 
and look to Him, the Spirit will put into our 
hearts the special things that He wishes us to 
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do. Only it is important that we keep in mem
ory the Word of God, in order that it may be a 
guard against all our own imaginations; other
wise the Christian who lacks humility, will do 
his own will, often taking it for the Holy Spirit. 
This is the deceitful folly of his heart. 

But I repeat, he who looks with humility to 
the Lord, will be conducted by the Lord in the 
way, and the Holy Spirit, who dwells in him, 
will suggest to him the things which He wishes 
him to do. 

Fragment 

"If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him," 1 Jno. 2:15. 

The Father could not manifest His love to a 
lover of the world, for there is the most abso
lute contrariety between the world and the 
Father. 

Correspondence 

Ques. Will you please tell us why in Gen. 7 :2, 
Noah was to take seven of the clean beasts, and 
two of the not clean beasts into the ark with 
him? M. J. J. 

Ans. Two were to keep seed alive on the face of 
the earth. But God haa in view that man should 
worship Him, and this could only be carried out by 
the animals that are typical of Christ. Noah would 
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know which kind, by the number of animals that 
came to him. In 8:20 we find him building an altar, 
and offering of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, burnt offerings unto the Lord. And the Lord 
smelled a sweet savor, and on the ground of this, 
though man's heart is always evil, He promised 
blessing to the earth. Adam and Eve were clothed 
with skins by the Lord God. Abel offered the first
lings of his flock with the fat thereof. These are all 
typical of Christ, the one great sacrifice for sin, who 
has manifested the righteousness arid grace of God. 

Long afterwards (Lev. 11), the difference between 
the clean and the unclean is unfolded for Israel's 
guidance, as to what they should eat, and for our in
struction. The clean animals chew tne cud, and di
vide the hoof, teaching us to meditate on the Word, 
and to walk it out practically. The fins and scales 
of the clean fish speak to us of separation from the 
elements around, and of the power of the Spirit to 
live above the world's ways. The clean birds teach 
us that we are children of the day, and that we are 
to love one another. (Gal. 5:14, 15.) The clean creep
ing things, with legs above their feet, teach us of the 
faith that rises over every difficulty to walk with 
God. (Psa. 18:29.) 

The Christian is free to eat what flesh he pleases, 
if the blood of it shed, and he gives thanks to God for 
it. (Gen. 9:3, 4; Acts 15:20, 29; Rom. 14:14; 1 Tim. 
4:3-5.) "It is sanctified by the Word of God, and by 
prayer." 

Ques. I have been troubled about my bap
tism. When I was a baby I was sprinkled by a 
priest. Is this acceptable in God's sight? 

G. L. 



308 THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 

Ans. There are two aspects of what in Scripture 
is called the Church. The one is the body of Christ, 
which is formed by the Holy Ghost, and all that are 
saved are in it; they have that Holy Spirit dwelling 
in them, which unites to Christ the Head, and to 
each other. (1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Eph. 4:4.) No un
converted are in that. 

The other aspect is the House of God on earth, 
which is profession. We speak of it as Christendom. 
All that are baptized to the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, are in it. Men build it in 
that way. (1 Cor. 3:10-17; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:5.) All 
that are baptized are in it, it includes all profession. 
God recognizes it in Rev. 2 and 3, which includes 
Roman Catholic seen in Thyatira, and Protestant as 
seen in Sardis, which has a name to live but is dead. 

When the priest, a professed servant of God, re
peated the words over you, "to the name of the Fath
er, Son and Holy Ghost," you were brought by his 
act into this profession, and you cannot get out of it, 
to be brought in again. We do not get the words 
••sprinkling" or "immersion" in Scripture in connec
tion with baptism. When I baptize any one, I like 
to dip them in water as it is more after the figure 
of burial used in Rom. 6, and Col. 2, but I would 
not rebaptize any one if I knew it, because the name, 
and not the amount of water, is the thing of Im
portance. 

Before baptism, you were a "Gentile," after it, you 
are "Church of God." (1 Cor. 10:32; Gal. 3:28.) 
When you left the Romish Church, you did not leave 
the Church of God, but only the sect. I t would not 
be obedience to the word to be baptized over again. 
It does not say in any place in Scripture, that it must 
be "after you believe." 
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