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YOU CANNOT LOSE IT 

WE all have to admit, as a sobering fact, there 
is nothing we possess on earth that it is 
impossible to lose. The business man, 

after a run of success, loses his trade to a keener 
competitor; the athlete, with the advance of age, 
gradually loses the agility of youth and consequently 
the fame that once was his; more sorrowful still, 
we can lose our health unexpectedly in a brief space 
of time, and death steps in and claims its toll of 
those wre dearly love and they are lost to us ', and 
finally, we might lose our life at any moment, and 
if losing it unrepentant and unforgiven, we shall 
ourselves be lost, and that for ever. 

But there are countless numbers of people— 
men, women and children—here on earth at this 
very moment who can never be lost; and further
more, all of them are in possession of substantial 
blessings they can never lose. The question immedi
ately arises : " Who are they ? " THEY ARE BE
LIEVERS ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

In the sight of a holy and sin-hating God they 
were sinners like yourself, but they have confessed 
in repentance their sins to Him and have trusted in 
Jesus as their own personal Saviour. Consequently 
God has freely pardoned them on the ground of the 
finished work of Jesus at Calvary where He made 
atonement for sin. THIS PARDON THEY CAN 
NEVER LOSE. We are told in chapter 10, verse 
14 of the Epistle to the Hebrews that" by one offering 
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 

Then Romans 5. 1 tells us that God has justified 
them, and being justified by faith they have peace 
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with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. They 
have this happy knowledge that God has nothing 
more to lay to their charge. He charged it all to 
Jesus who at Calvary fully paid the penalty God's 
throne demanded. " It is GOD that justifieth" 
(Rom. 8. 33); THEY CANNOT LOSE THIS. 

Verse 2 of Romans 5 tells us they have access by 
faith into this grace (or favour) wherein they stand. 
Favours in this world are hardly gained and easily 
lost; but believers by simple faith stand in God's 
favour. THIS ALSO CANNOT BE LOST. 

Then they " rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 
Many hopes that men have in this world die out in 
disappointment to those who have hoped; but this 
hope is a sure and stedfast hope (see Heb. 6. 19), 
and THEY CANNOT LOSE IT. 

Then the love of God is shed abroad in their 
hearts by the Holy Spirit given to them (Rom. 5. 5). 
Marvellous gift! The H^y Spirit, a divine Person, 
Himself coming in lowly service into their hearts 
to shed abroad there a love THEY CAN NEVER 
LOSE. 

We might proceed and tell of many other blessings 
which the believer on the Lord Jesus possesses; 
every one of them secured in Christ Himself, now 
exalted at God's right hand. These blessings, all 
IMPOSSIBLE TO LOSE, are offered to you also 
if you do not already possess them, on the basis of 
your confession to God that you are a guilty sinner, 
and believing on Jesus as your Saviour, God's way 
of salvation. You may lose much, or even all you 
value here, and your natural life MUST be lost 
sooner or later; but ere you lose it you have the 
golden opportunity to gain pardon, peace, and a 
place for ever in God's favour, with a right of 
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entrance into the realms of eternal bliss beyond the 
grave, to be with Jesus for ever who died to save you. 

To neglect or reject this is to LOSE ALL and 
LOSE YOUR SOUL for all eternity in the regions 
of endless doom. Well might the Lord Jesus say : 
" What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL?" 

Time is earnest, passing by ; 
Death is earnest, drawing nigh ; 
Sinner, wilt thou trifling be ? 
Time and death appeal to thee. 
Lo, thy Saviour waits for thee ! 
Trust Him now and happy be ! 

Stafford. P. A. FARRANT. 

A DESPERATE CASE 

A WELL-KNOWN servant of the Lord (the late 
C. A. Coates) related to a friend the following 
incident about fifty years ago :— 

" I was out walking on one occasion when I 
observed a man of disreputable appearance and 
dress—evidently of the * tramp' class. Here, I 
thought, was an opportunity to preach the Glad 
Tidings to a poor beggar obviously in need. To 
my surprise he was very rich! Full of complacency 
as to his own goodness and virtues, he had no 
room for a Saviour! Saturated with his own good 
works ! " 

Alas! we find these same self-righteous features 
in all classes of humanity. Man, left to himself, 
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and thoroughly deceived by Satan, has no room for 
God or Christ. 

Our only hope is in the plain teaching of Holy 
Scripture. What does it say of self-righteousness ? 
" But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags " (Isa. 64. 6). True 
of every class, educated or uneducated. Yes, no 
exceptions. All unclean, all unrighteous morally. 
What an exposure we have in Romans, chapter 
3 :— 

" None righteous, no, not one." 
" None that understandeth." 
" None that seeketh after God." 
" All gone out of the way." 
" They are together become unprofitable." 
" None that doeth good, no, not one." 
" All have sinned, and come short of the glory 

of God." 
How is man to escape from such a terrible con

dition? By faith in the righteousness of Another 
(Christ). 

Verses 24, 25 : " Being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus : 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [mercy 
seat] through faith in His [Christ's] blood, to declare 
His [God's] righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God." 

Acts 10. 43 : " To Him [Christ] give all the 
prophets witness, that through His name whosoever 
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." 

How simple is the way of peace and eternal 
blessedness! What a relief to get rid of all our 
supposed stf/f-righteousness! 

J. F. GARLAND. 
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"O LET ME COMMEND MY SAVIOUR 
TO YOU" 

MOST of our readers will have heard of George 
Whitefield, John Wesley, Charles Wesley, 
and other faithful servants who in their day 

so happily engaged in the preaching of the gospel 
of the grace of God. They preached out-of-doors as 
well as indoors, at morning, noon, and night, and 
were greatly blessed in the testimony they rendered. 

Quite recently my attention was drawn to a 
memorial of the last-named. At the base, in bold 
letters, the following words are inscribed: 

" O let me commend my Saviour to you." 
We understand these words were often voiced by 

this earnest preacher. The Scripture, " He being 
dead, yet speaketh," comes vividly to mind, for 
though many years have gone by since this touching 
appeal was uttered by Charles Wesley, it comes 
right down to ourselves at the present moment. 
Indeed, each one of us who has trusted in Jesus as 
his or her personal Saviour would earnestly re
echo :— 

" O let me commend my Saviour to you." 
" O taste and see that the Lord is good : blessed 

is the man that trusteth in Him " (Ps. 34. 8). 

O what a Saviour is Jesus the Lord, 
Well may His name by His saints be adored! 
He has redeemed them from hell by His blood, 
Saved them for ever, and brought them to God. 

W. B. HARRIS. 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
( i ) 

IT is desired in this series of papers to present to 
the conscience and heart of our readers the 
powerful yet sublime utterances of this " evangel

ist " of the Old Testament. 
He is indeed a prophet, and probably the most 

complete, the mosfrich, of all the prophets; but 
also what a delightful publisher of glad tidings— 
the glad tidings of Jesus Christ to a pastureless 
world, to barren hearts, to weary souls, to sin-
strioken consciences, to those whose vain trust is in 
still more vain religious practices. 

His language is penetrating, unsparing of sin, 
magnificent, radiant, full of hope, filled at once with 
heaven's fire and heaven's music; Scotia's bard 
fittingly described it as " rapt Isaiah's wild seraphic 
fire." 

He tells us of the kings in whose reign his service 
was carried on. In the lives of two of them, Uzziah 
and Hezekiah, we have the solemn warning as to the 
need of continuing well to the end. How we will 
end is the most vital of all considerations. 

It is verses 10 to 20 of chapter 1 that will engage 
us in this paper. Words spoken and written many 
hundreds of years ago but as powerfully up to date 
as at the time they were divinely communicated to 
the prophet. Indeed, we emphasize that this is the 
Word of God and, as such, is living and operative. 

To what depths of sin had the people fallen to be 
thus described as " rulers of Sodom, people of 
Gomorrah"! Sodom and Gomorrah had long 
since been obliterated in the holy judgments of God; 
but these people's practices, even though veneered 
with religious ordinances, could be only fittingly 
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described by God as the sins of these two abominable 
places. 

Man is a fallen creature : good does not dwell in 
him. He may surround himself with religious prac
tices, sacrifices, burnt-offerings, vain oblations, in
cense, sabbaths, convocations, many prayers; but 
the heart remains unwashed, the hands are stained 
with guilt. God hates it, He is wearied with it. 
Sin is not cancelled thus. 

God's standard of behaviour, worthy of His 
people, needs a new heart, an indwelling power. 
Ceasing to do evil, learning to do well, seeking 
judgment, gladdening the oppressed, doing justice 
to the fatherless, and pleading for the widow7 

demands new birth and the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit of God. 

Oh, pay heed to the invitation of our pardoning 
God! We have it in verse 18. The invitation is 
to you,"dear reader. When is it for? It is for 
now. Why the urgency ? Cannot I think of these 
things later on? God says now. There may 
not be a " later on " for you. Death, eternity, are 
realities and are nearer than you may like to think. 
The matter is urgent, respond now. 

" Let us reason together." What grace, the 
readiness of God to look at matters from your angle! 
He will listen to you! He will show you how 
utterly unreasonable is your attitude in remaining 
away from His proffered pardon. He will show 
you the reason of the death of Christ, the reason of 
His resurrection, the reason of His ascension to 
Glory, the reason of His coming again. He will 
show you that, being sold under sin, you need a 
Redeemer. He will tell you of Christ (God manifest 
in flesh) enduring the cross, dying for the ungodly, 



forsaken of God, that you as believing on Him may 
never be forsaken. He will tell you that the bondage 
of death under which you labour was removed in 
Christ's resurrection from among the dead and will 
be actually removed for you as receiving Christ as 
your Lord and Saviour. 

A full and free pardon—scarlet sins as white as 
snow. Scarlet sins! Yes—distinctive: the sinner 
distinctive in his self-will, distinctive in his self-
righteousness, distinctive in his infidelity, distinctive 
in his indifference to God and His Christ, distinctive 
in his hatred to God; but now, as coming to God, 
cleansed in the precious blood of Christ as white as 
snow. Suited for the presence of God, Christ now 
distinctive in the life of the believer. 

" Red like crimson." Sin making the heart hard 
and callous, the conscience shameless; but now as 
the result of the pardoning grace of God they have 
become impressionable and responsive and whereas 
sin was once delighted in, it is now hated. 

" If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land." Does that mean heaven ? Well, 
it would include that; but it means that the enjoy
ment of God is now, even while here in the same 
circumstances in which you once walked a sinner. 
It means that there are those in whose midst Christ 
i s ; where the wealth of divine thoughts is the 
theme of conversation; where love dwells ; where 
Christ is loved, honoured and served; where the 
saints assemble on the first day of the week to 
break bread. That is the land, and how good 
indeed! 

But also it is incumbent upon us to sound the 
warning note on our trumpet of testimony : " if ye 
refuse and rebel" there no longer remains any 
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sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of 
judgment, and heat of fire about to devour the 
adversaries. 

We finish this paper with a solemn reminder that 
" the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." The 
word is true, certain, unambiguous, which can only 
be disregarded at our eternal peril. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

YOU HAVE 

YOU HAVE a guilty history to account for ! God 
is too holy to pass over sin. The day will 
surely dawn when, in His presence, you will 

have to face not only your sinful deeds, but every 
word and wish and thought and motive. Happy is 
he who gets before God and faces the matter now. 

YOU HAVE an undying soul of priceless value! 
Were the whole earth one solid diamond, it would 
not equal your soul in worth. Remember, you have 
only one soul. If you lose an eye, you have another 
to see with. But if you lose your soul you have not 
another left to be saved. And it is your own soul. 
It is not your neighbour's property that you are 
jeopardizing! Amid the joys of heaven or amid the 
sorrows of the lost your eternity must be spent. 
Do not delude yourself, nor suffer yourself to be 
deluded, with the idea that the doom of the Christ-
rejector is not a thing to be greatly feared. The 
Word of God speaks of " eternal judgment" and 
" everlasting destruction." 
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YOU HAVE a God who wishes you . ?// / He has 
loved you well enough to give up His dearly loved 
Son to unutterable suffering for your sake. Is it 

j not an arresting thought that those who pursue their 
way unrepentant, unsaved, unconcerned, do not do 
so unloved ? How granite must be the heart that is 
indifferent to the love of God! 

YOU HAVE a golden opportunity of being saved ! 
Your lot is cast in a day when the good news is 

'clearly and widely preached. The offer of free 
salvation is made to every creature—to you3 as well 
as to others. In spite of your sin, you are invited 
to the Saviour's arms, with the assurance of instant 
forgiveness, through His precious blood, the moment 
you trust Him. 

YOU HAVE a tremendous responsibility, since the 
offer of pardon and everlasting life is brought to 
you in Christ's Name. It is no small sin to refuse, 
or even to neglect it. Why should you do either ? 

Sel. 

"I GLORY IN THE BIBLE" 

MAN must realize that the Bible is his refuge 
and the rallying point of all humanity. In 
it man will find the solution of his present 

difficulties and guidance for his present action; and 
unless he accepts with clear conscience the Bible 
and its great message, he cannot hope for salvation. 

For my part, I glory in the Bible. 

THE EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA. 
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GIVE US THE FACTS 

HOW often do our newspapers contain this 
headline! Succeeding national crises cause 
the public, wearied with political excuses, to 

demand the truth; for nothing is worse than 
suspense. 

Not so, however, where eternal issues are con
cerned. Philosophers' theories are eagerly studied 
whilst the one reliable authority—God's Word—is 
neglected until the tortured soul is finally driven to it. 

Here, thank God, is no uncertainty! In the Holy 
Scriptures every question regarding man's relations 
with God is finally settled. Here are no airy 
speculations. Only the facts will do, and to three 
of them I venture to call your attention. • ^ 

The first, a profound shock to many, is found in 
Psalm 14, God's survey of this world—a scene of 
violence in which every one pleases himself, elicits 
the sweeping verdict—" There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one." Natural man is a lost sinner 
in the sight of a holy God! 

Nor can he help himself. Reformation is useless, 
for " God requireth that which is past" (Eccles. 3. 
15). This " helplessness" is a greater shock to 
many, but our blessing is involved in its acceptance. 
" God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that He 
might have mercy upon all" (Rom. 11. 32). But 
not by overlooking the past, for that would com
promise His holiness. " Thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity." 
The solution lies in the next great fact, amazing as 
it is blessed. 

God has another man!—"Holy, harmless, un
defined, separate from sinners " (Acts. 7. 26)—upon 
whom death had no claim. He, the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, paid the full penalty of sin. He died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures ; He was buried, 
and He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures (i Cor. 15. 3, 4). He suffered, the Just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God (1 
Peter 3. 18). 

But can I do nothing? you ask. No, indeed, 
you can but accept it. His dying words, " I t is 
finished," announced the final setdement of the sin 
question to God's entire satisfaction. No human 
speculation this. It is a fact. 

But do not delay, dear reader, for the matter of 
your soul's eternal welfare is one of great urgency. 
Death is busy and Eternity is near. You cannot 
afford to trifle with these great facts. Face them at 
once ! T. J. TAPP. 

ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(2) 

IN this paper our attention will be focused mainly 
on chapter 7, verses 7-14. Let the Word of God 
have its full power with your soul, for you will 

remember that in our first article we spoke of reaching 
the conscience as well as the heart of our readers. 

If the conscience is probed by the strong denun
ciatory language of the prophet, it is but to provide 
God an occasion to pour in the healing balm of His 
recovering grace; the hand that wounds is the hand 
that heals. Our God is not a hard, demanding 
Being; all His ways with men have their ultimate 
blessing in mind. How good then to yield to God's 
ways and to yield to His entreaty ! 

Now perhaps a brief word as to the chapters that 
intervene chapters 1 and 7. 
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Chapter 2 opens with a delightful picture of the 
time when the Lord Jesus will reign His thousand 
years over the earth, usually referred to as the 
Millennium. What a word of hope to a war-ridden 
world is in verse 4! "He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'* 
If peace is to be enjoyed in a single heart or in a wide 
world, Christ must be supreme there. Peace is a 
moral impossibility while the Prince of Peace is outside 
the human heart and outside the councils of nations. 

As we carefully pursue our reading of these 
chapters we learn God's hatred and His judgments 
of idolatry. Let none of us be deceived as to what 
constitutes idolatry. It is not only the poor ignorant 
people of dark heathendom bowing down to crude 
images, or their sun worship. Idolatry of the 
worst kind is found in the much-boasted twentieth-
century civilization. We discover it in the hero-
worship of the world's great men (oaks of Bashan). 
We are sickened by the depraved appreciation of its 
devotees in the Temple of Art (pleasant pictures or 
works of art). We recoil from the violence of the 
idolatrous fanaticism of the political arena (every 
high tower). And who will not fail to recognize 
the soul danger in the admiration of military might 
(fenced wall), or naval power and commercial 
prosperity (ships of Tarshish)? The day of the 
Lord of Hosts will deal with all these in an un
repentant world; all idols shall utterly pass away 
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. 

The Word of God is for all time: Isaiah 
wrote for days other and as well as his own. That 
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which characterizes the daughters of Zion, with their 
vain outward adorning, vainly attempting to cover 
up the inward corruption of their souls, has been 
and still is reproduced in all the cities and towns of 
this world. The adornment that is pleasurable to 
God both in men and women is that of the " hidden 
man of the heart" in a meek and quiet spirit. 

We would fail in our service to our fellow-men 
if we shunned to announce the woes of chapter 5. 
Be warned of gluttony and self-indulgence with its 
body-debasing and its soul-destroying consequences. 
Observe the confusion of values that sin works in 
the mind—evil called good and good evil, darkness 
put for light and light for darkness, bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter. 

•Ponder the awe-inspiring scene of chapter 6—a 
vision of Christ's glory in the year of the death of a 
great king who ended his days disastrously. Our 
hearts re-echo the words of the Hebrew Epistle, 
" Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever." Everyone and everything located in their 
true position in the light of Christ's glory. The 
bearer of the divine message must be in constant 
self-judgment; the delivery of the message can only 
be from purged lips. Such a messenger will be 
prepared to speak uncompromisingly, with no 
thought for self reputation, and withal the tender 
power of the grace of God. 

Let us now look at chapter 7. It is a record of 
an enemy attack against Judah long since past, but 
in the account are truths enshrined that affect the 
eternal destiny of men. There is a combination of 
evil forces in the chapter, this ever being the tactics 
of the enemies of the truth. It was so at the cross 
of Christ. " The kings of the earth set themselves, 
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and the rulers take counsel together, against the 
LORD, and against His anointed " (Ps. 2. 2). Our 
Scripture refers to the imposing power of the enemy 
and God's destruction of it. Evil may speak of head
ship—" the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head 
of Damascus is Rezin . . . the head of Ephraim is 
Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son " ; 
but God refers to them as the two tails of these 
smoking firebrands. Let there be complete con
fidence in God's final overthrow of evil, for, 
" If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established." 

The position of Ahaz and his people was a hope
less one; they were no match for the growing evil 
powers. If what was of God was to be preserved 
then God would Himself have to intervene. This 
position is thus indicative of the hopeless condition 
of humanity at large. Man is unable to arrest the 
evil in his own heart, and unable to stem the tide of 
evil fast rising in every phase of society. This was 
the position nearly two thousand years ago and it is 
the position now. 

Ahaz was instructed to ask for a sign: in other 
words he was to look for a divine intervention. 
He was to ask it either in the depth or in the 
height above. What does this mean for you. 
It means that you must take stock of the situation 
of your soul, you must discover its sin, its inherent 
opposition to God, the sad but patent result of the 
fall of man. You must arrive at the sober con
clusion that you can by no means redeem yourself, 
that you can by no means atone for your sin, that 
you can by no means remove the distance that 
exists between your soul and God. Ahaz refused 
to ask a sign, he said he would not tempt God. 
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Presumably pious language, an attitude that certainly 
panders to human pride, but an attitude that wearies 
God and leaves the soul in its original state of 
unforgiven sin. 

But oh, dear reader, the good news is that God 
Himself has taken the matter in hand! When all 
was lost God retired into His own sovereignty; 
He chose to bless man in total disregard of the 
lack of title to it in man, and in the face of the 
increasing rebellion of the creature against the 
Creator. The word is: " Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel." This is the Incarnation. Magnificent 
happening—God Himself here in manhood's form, 
God manifest in flesh! The sinless Saviour, God 
with us* 

What great dis-service has been done to this 
chosen vessel, Mary—highly favoured among women. 
She needed a Saviour as we all do; she was not 
sinless, as some falsely teach. We will not detract 
from the signal honour conferred upon her by 
raising her to a position of veneration, but will fix 
our eyes upon the Child Jesus who is now the 
glorified Man on God's Throne, having died for 
sinners on a shameful cross, having broken the 
shackle of the grave in His mighty resurrection, 
having been received up in glory as the great Com
pleter of all God's thoughts, and who is about to 
come for all His own and translate them to glory 
and then to come as God's King to reign. 

God has indeed intervened; the situation has 
been saved. Are you ? " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 
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THE END OF THE WORLD 

THERE has always been in the minds of men a 
subconscious feeling that the present order of 
things cannot continue indefinitely. The vol

canoes which emit their hot lava and the earth
quakes which take place from time to time only 
remind us that the centre of the earth is a molten 
mass, and we can well understand that great physical 
changes have taken place in the past and will take 
place in the future. 

In the recent earthquake in Ecuador, when six 
towns were destroyed and thousands of persons 
killed, it is reported that people were running 
through the streets shouting that the end of the 
world had come. There was a prolonged roaring 
noise, the earth opened in various places, whole 
roads were swallowed up, buildings collapsed, and 
people knelt by the roadside praying and confessing 
their sins. 

Terrible as this physical upheaval was, it was not 
the end of the world, but affected only a limited 
area. The Bible, which is the greatest authority of 
all, tells us the day of the Lord zoill come as a thief 
in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up. Then there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth wherein righteousness dwells. 

Dreadful though the physical collapse may be, 
what accompanies the " end of the world" is 
solemn judgment, for it is the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. The great white 
throne will be set up, and the dead, small and great, 
will be ranged before the throne to be judged out 
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of the things written in the books according to their 
works (Rev. 20. 13). He who now appeals in 
tenderest grace as the Saviour of sinners will there 
be the Judge. It will be too late then to repent; 
the wonderful opportunity of obtaining forgiveness 
passes for ever as the last breath leaves the body. 
The wicked and unbelieving and all whose names 
are not in the book of life will be consigned to their 
place of eternal punishment to look back remorse
fully to the opportunity now open which they have 
missed for ever.' 

These important things have been preached for 
centuries past. The modernist may regard them 
as old-fashioned; the mocker of the present closing 
days may say, " Where is the promise of His coming, 
for since the fathers fell asleep all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation." 

But do not be lulled into a false sense of security, 
for these things will assuredly take place. " The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise . . . but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance." 
Make no more delay. Repentance is an urgent 
necessity. " Except ye repent," the Lord had to say, 
*' ye shall all likewise perish." God now commandeth 
all men everywhere to repent, because He hath 
appointed a day in which He will judge the world 
in righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained. 
Repent now and turn to Christ as Saviour, and 
instead of standing before Him in solemn judgment 
at the great white throne you will be assured of a 
place with Him in blissful joy throughout the count
less ages of eternity ! 

Sydenham. W. E. ELLIS. 
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"HE IS LORD OF ALL" 
(Acts 10. 36) 

WHETHER acknowledged or not, He (Jesus) 
is Lord of all. How wonderful! How-
blessed ! Those who know Him and acknow-

edge Him as such possess a great peace and joy. 
The Apostle Paul (in 1 Cor. 8. 5) speaks of " gods 

many, and lords many." " But to us . . . one Lord 
Jesus Christ" (verse 6). THE Lord. 

Here on earth we have to accept the authority of 
rulers, but those exercising such lordship do not 
continue by reason of death. Their reign is very 
short and often marked by serious defects. Not so 
with Jesus, who is " Lord of all." He continues 
ever. Though He left this world nearly 2000 years 
ago He still lives and continues to be " Lord of all." 

Now I wonder if all whom I am addressing have 
acknowledged His Lordship? A serious matter if 
you have not done so. I would appeal to those 
young in life, as well as to those who are older. 
Some may say, " I believe Jesus is my Saviour." 
But is He your Lord ? 

All will yet have to come under His blessed sway. 
This sway is not harsh but beneficent. To be under 
His rule and authority is delightful. Is not this 
attractive to you ? Thank God for all who acknow
ledge Jesus as the Lord—their Lord ! 

The present moment is favourable. " Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." May you accept His Lordship 
without delay ! 

Brief notes of Gospel Address by the late Ernest S. 
Crowte (Brixham) at Newton Abbot, 1947. "With 
Christ," June, 1949. 
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"THY WAVES AND THY BILLOWS" 
(Written during a gale in the North Atlantic, 1873) 

WILDLY the storm sweeps on my bark, 
Calmly the mountain waves I scan. 

I know Thou lovest me, O Lord, 
And hast the billows in Thy hand. 

In days of old Thou saidst the word 
That stilled the raging of the sea; 

I know Thou speakest now, O Lord, 
Whatever best it seems to Thee. 

Thus ever keep my soul in peace, 
Content upon Thy love to lean 

Until this chequered life shall cease, 
Calmly to scan each changing scene. 

WM. JOHNSON. 

: o : 

EXPECTANCY 

OH, Jesus, Lord, we look for Thee, 
We long for Thine appearing ! 

That day long-promised Lord by Thee, 
It surely now is nearing. 

We wait for Thee, Thou " Morning Star," 
The night of waiting ending, 

When we shall see Thee, and behold 
Thy glory all transcending. 

E. E. NICHOLS. 
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HEAR THE GLAD TIDINGS 
Tune: " Once for all " 

Sacred Songs and Solos, I. D. Sankey. No. 143. 

HEAR the glad tidings—told from the glory— 
Jesus has died—oh, wonderful story! 
Shedding His blood, atonement He made; 

Dying, the ransom fully paid. 
Chorus 

Christ died for sinners—oh, love unbounded! 
None who e'er trust Him shall be confounded : 
Precious His blood, which cleanseth from sin, 
Making the vilest white and clean. 

God loved the world, and His own Son gave us ; 
Christ on the cross once suffered to save us; 
Bearing our sins on Calvary's tree, 
God's claims He met to set us free. 

Risen again! on high now He liveth; 
Blessed assurance to all God giveth, 
Who do believe on Jesus the Lord, 
Trusting His sure and certain word. 

Precious His Name—all names it excelleth! 
From glory bright, His worth God now telleth; 
He has decreed, to Him all shall bow, 
Each tongue confessing "Lord art Thou." 

All who believe, in Christ are accepted : 
Fearless they wait His coming expected; 
When all together they shall arise, 
CAUGHT UP and CHANGED, with glad surprise. 

E. E. NICHOLS. 
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A MESSAGE IN COLOURS 

IT is difficult to say to what extent the brute beast 
discerns colours. Probably the animal world 
sees everything around in blacks and greys. One 

cannot imagine a dog or a cow admiring a sunset. 
To the human race, however, God has given the 
ability to appreciate colour. We see in Nature such 
glorious blendings of coloration that, at times, we 
are wellnigh overpowered by the greatness of God's 
handiwork. Predominantly God has selected the 
greens and the blues. These are restful to the eye 
and soothing to our normal vision. Then there are 
the brighter reds and pinks and scarlets, the splendour 
of the rose garden, and marvellous tinting of a 
tropical sky at eventide, the dazzling majesty of the 
aurora borealis—all bearing the touch of divine 
artistry. 

Who, that has known it, does not recall the thrill 
of childhood when we looked through a window in 
the early glimmerings of morning to see the whole 
district bedecked with snow? We instinctively 
connect purity with whiteness, and God has placed 
this great feature into His creation. Softly and 
gently the snow falls and covers all the dirt and grime 
of yesternight. Thus, too, God speaks to the sinner, 
whose sins may be as scarlet, so conspicuous are 
they, and reasons with him that they shall be white 
as snow. In virtue of the death and resurrection 
of Christ, in the power of His precious blood, all 
trace of sin may be removed so that God sees nothing 
but the whiteness of purity " as white as snow." A 
great day when we turn to God in all our need, feeling 
the awfulness of our sins staring at us red like crimson, 
and He gives us His forgiveness and the knowledge 
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that our sins of scarlet stain have gone for ever from 
His sight to be remembered no more for ever. As 
we look next time at a landscape carpeted with snow 
let us remind ourselves of what God has done in 
justifying us in the power of the blood of Christ. 

How many a soul has believed in the Lord 
Jesus, knows his sins are forgiven for His name's 
sake, is assured his destiny is heaven, but has 
never confessed the name of the One who has 
wrought it all for him! With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, but it is with the mouth 
that confession is made unto salvation. To come 
again to the Scriptures, we need the scarlet cord in 
the window. Rahab, although dwelling in an 
accursed city, whose walls were about to fall flat, had 
changed her loyalty from the King of Jericho to the 
advancing host of God. She proved her loyalty by 
binding a scarlet cord in the window. This was the 
sign to the advancing armies that she was with them 
and not taking sides with the doomed city. It was 
not just hung in her window on occasion, but bound 
there, and the scarlet, the brightest of colours, was 
to be seen. Sometimes, alas, we do not know 
whether a person definitely belongs to Christ! 
Others, again, evidence in their lives and confession 
and separation from the world that they are His. 
True happiness is found in showing our colours and 
letting it be known that we are on the Lord's side. 

I assume now that we know our sins are white as 
snow and that we have bound, so to speak, the scarlet 
-cord in our window and declared we are on the 
Lord's side. There is still the blue. Every child 
of Israel was to have a border of blue to the skirt of 
his garment. Blue is the colour of heaven. God 
has coloured His firmament in blue. How prone we 
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are to look downward to the earth! God made man 
upright, but he has sought out many inventions. 
Satan would bind us to look earthward. We read 
of a poor woman who could not look upward for 
eighteen years bound by Satan, but the Lord set her 
free. Now a border of blue would turn our thoughts 
constantly from earth to heaven. With the Israelite 
it was literal, with us it is spiritual; let us more and 
more contemplate the blue. There is much that 
would weigh our spirits downward, but the believer 
learns to look up. We have heard of the old sea 
captain who had weathered many a storm, who had 
in his cabin the words : " If you don't like the out
look, try the uplook." Thus we learn the value of 
God's blue. 

Finally, let us know the freshness of the green. 
Green is another feature of God's colour scheme. It 
is the evidence of life; sunshine, fresh air, and rain
fall contributing to the verdure. Let us keep our 
selves in the love of God, let us live in the atmosphere 
of Christian companionship, let us enjoy the refreshing 
showers of Christian ministry which falls so liberally 
from heaven. Thus we become evergreen : as the 
psalmist puts it, a green fir tree in the house of my 
God. 

Cape Town. C. M. MENZIES. 

TRIUMPHANT IN PRISON 

I thought of Jesus till every stone in my prison 
walls shone like a ruby. 

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD. 
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IN A CONCENTRATION CAMP 

THE Bible: what did this Book mean to me 
during the long and weary years of solitary 
confinement, and then for the last four years 

at Dachau cell-building? The Word of God was 
simply everything to me—comfort and strength, 
guidance and hope, master of my days and com
panion of my nights, the Bread which kept me from 
starvation, and the Water of Life which refreshed my 
soul. 

And even more :* " Solitary confinement" ceased 
to be solitary. My window was too high to look 
outside, but not too high to call through and give 
forth portions of the Bible—as grains of Seed that 
might be caught from my window by the passer-by. 
And later on when I was allowed to walk in the 
courtyard for half an hour daily there were other 
windows—not too high to call up the Word to him, 
the brother prisoner. " The Word of God is not 
bound." And it became a comfort and strength, 
guidance and hope for others as it ought to become. 

And to-day ? What does this Book now mean to 
me ? I think, just the same, only that the restrictions 
have gone and the opportunities have widened. The 
task is lying ahead of us. There is a world waiting 
for the life of God and for His peace. We have to 
unfold it to them from the pages of the Bible, and 
announce to a longing mankind—the message of love 
and righteousness, of grace and truth, the message 
of the desired peace which passeth all understanding. 
Here is a Book given from God. Take it, read i t ; 
pass it on, and keep i t ; for it knows the Way of 
Salvation! 

PASTOR NIEMOLLER. 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(3) 

LAST month we had before us the intervention 
of God into the hopeless condition of humanity, 
through His sovereign mercy. How very thank

ful we should be, how very ready to believe God! 
Without this display of God's mercy the world would 
have been left to its ever-increasing moral darkness 
and depraved activities, with no possible way of 
escape for any of us. 

We hasten to correct a disastrous error that is 
working in many minds. The intervention of God 
is not to make the world a better place, but to call 
people out of it morally, in their affections, in their 
minds, in their desires, in their actions. The world 
system is still in darkness and will be ultimately 
judged by God, both the earth itself and the wicked. 
The earth will be consumed and entirely removed 
in God's holy judgments, and a new heaven and a 
new earth established in which righteousness will 
dwell, to remain eternally, with no sin or death 
occurrent. Do not look for " better times "—flee 
from wrath, confess your sins, receive the Son of God. 

Now this month we will consider chapter 8, verses 
9-20. Let us remind ourselves that the word is for 
us. It may have had a primary application to other 
people; but the living and abiding Word of God 
finds its way into every heart, applies to every 
generation, and is the answer to the problems of any 
nation at any time. 

For the sake of a clear and definite application of 
the passage to our hearts and consciences, we will 
divide it thus :— 

Man and evil in association. 
The Lord and the believer in blessed relation. 

26 



The certainty and finality of the divine revelation. 
The esposure of the subtlety of Satanic imitation. 
We have previously referred to evil combining 

against Christ. " Unity is strength," men cry; but 
strength for what ? In all the combinations of men, 
whether they be political or economical, behind 
their fair speeches and loudly boasted laudable 
objectives we observe the inherent hatred of fallen 
man to God in Christ. Man refuses to accept the 
consequences of his departure from God, acceptance 
of which would turn him repentant to the God he 
has sinned against, and away from the conspiracies 
of the world. In vain does he combine to remove 
the inequalities, the sufferings, the oppressions, the 
hatreds, the mistrusts existing to-day. In vain does 
he evolve new forms of government. Democracies, 
Authoritarianisms, Republics, Constitutional Monar
chies, all tell the same story—the unchanged nature 
of man—hence all is failure. Setde a plan, and it 
shall come to nought; speak a word, and it shall not 
stand : God is not in it. 

But then a solemn word for all believers : ye shall 
not walk in the way of this people. Flee, dear 
believer, all man-made associations. Beware of the 
religious association harbouring oft-times dishonour
ing teachings as to our Lord; associations built up 
on the exaltation of the man of Adam's fallen race. 
Remember, the only possible ground for Christian 
unity is separation from all evil. Meditate upon the 
happy relations between the Lord and the believer, 
and in your pondering be warned that if the Lord 
is not a sanctuary for you He is a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offence. No neutral ground, no via 
media. 

The Lord of Hosts, what a title! Hosts, myriads 
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of believers ; and He their Lord. Has Christianity 
failed ? Indeed it has not; it is a magnificent success. 
But some will say, " The world seems no better for 
its presence." That is true. But we have already 
observed that Christianity is not here to make the 
world better. It is also true, nevertheless, that there 
are evidences even to-day of the beneficent touch of 
Christian teaching in many phases of life. Christi
anity's success is in the myriads that have been 
delivered from a doomed world and are in happy 
relationship with God. Their sins are divinely 
pardoned on the ground of the shed blood of Christ; 
they are justified before God (that is, there is no trace 
of their sin in His eyes) because Jesus has been raised 
from the dead for their justification; they are recon
ciled to God, the distance that was once between 
them and their God has been removed in the death of 
Christ—reconciled in the body of His flesh through 
death; to present you holy and unblameable and 
irreproachable before God; they are brought into 
favour before God in association with Christ the 
Beloved, as near and as dear as that blessed Man 
(yet withal God) is to the Father; they are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit of God, a divine Person distinct, 
yet one in the Godhead with Father and Son; and 
with the indwelling of that blessed Person, the love 
of God is shed abroad in the indwelt heart. 

Oh, sanctify the Lord of Hosts in your 
heart: let Him be your fear, let Him be your dread! 
He will be for a sanctuary, a divine shelter, a place 
of soul rest and peace, but also a way of worshipping 
approach to God. 

But how many have stumbled at Jesus! His 
Personality, His Teaching, His Cross, His Resurrec
tion, His Ascension, His Coming Again, blessings to 
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the believer but foolishness to the unsaved. Human 
pride refuses to be debased, the soul refuses to be told 
it is utterly depraved, the heart refuses to be told 
it is desperately wicked and is deceitful, the mind of 
man refuses to accept the impossibility of finding 
God by searching, it refuses to have its philosophy 
described as empty vapourings, man rebels at the 
suggestion that his philanthropy, his religious works, 
his exemplary behaviour externally are totally in
adequate to answer to God as to the sin of his soul. 
Yes, friend, if He is not a sanctuary He is a stumbling 
block. 

Look at verse 16 for the certainty and finality of 
divine revelation. We know God because He has 
been pleased to reveal Himself. The revelation is 
the cherished treasure of Christ's disciples. It is 
bound up among them, it is sealed among them. 
Is it the Scriptures we are referring to ? Yes, indeed, 
but more, it is the Scriptures as the Word of God 
powerfully operative in the lives, the hearts, the 
minds of those who are truly Christ's disciples. We 
are not reliant upon " Christian Evidences," 
archaeological discoveries, but the unmistakable 
evidence of divinely changed lives from the inside. 

Just a brief word as to one of Satan's most power
ful imitations. Imitator he is in his evil work of 
destroying the souls of men. In his craft he deceives 
men. What greater deception, what one more 
heartless than spiritism? Christ has the keys of 
hades and death. The devil, with his world of 
wicked demons and pretence of entry into the realm 
qf the departed, is callously and rapidly dragging 
souls down to his own pit of gloom. Necromancers 
and soothsayers who chirp and mutter. When 
invited to blight your soul by giving attention to 
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these, say : " Shall not a people seek unto their God ?" 
It is the height of sinful folly to go for the living unto 
the dead. 

Dear reader, to the law and the testimony, to the 
Scriptures, to God's revelation let your mind turn. 
Begone false religion, begone science, falsely so 
called, begone the vapourings of fallen, if learned, 
man. Drink at the pure, clear, refreshing, life-
giving stream of truth, alone found in the Scriptures 
and the Christ of whom they speak. 

If any speak not according to this word, for them 
there is no daybreak. Long, perpetual, eternal 
night of banishment from God. Robbed of the 
joys of real life lived here with God, and eternally 
robbed of the unbroken bliss with Christ in the world 
to come. 

The choice is yours. Life or death. Choose life! 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

WHICH? 

IN wordly ambition men 
constantly say 

That "where there's a will there 
is always a way;" 

O Lordrbe our maxim more 
excellent still— 

" There is surely Thy way where 
there is not a will." 

E. L. BEVIR. 
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"THE PRECIOUS BLOOD" 
(Extract from a letter from the late Geo. Eade, of Brisbane, 

to the late S. J. B. Carter) 

I WELL remember, many years ago, that a deep 
impression was made upon my heart when 
privileged to be present at a large Reading Meet

ing of well-known brethren, including the late 
J. N. Darby who soon afterwards entered upon his 
well-earned rest. The subject before us had been the 
Melchisedek priesthood, and many deep and precious 
thoughts were brought out about it, much of which 
I have forgotten. But one thing I have never let slip. 
At the close of the meeting, Mr. Darby, who had 
said very little all through, remarked : " Brethren, 
we have heard and enjoyed many blessed and pro
found things this afternoon, but some of us who are 
getting old find the simplest truths are becoming 
the sweetest. Perhaps some of us may soon be on a 
death-bed, and then we may feel how precious it is 
to pillow the soul on some simple Scripture such as : 
' The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.' I have studied and loved many 
Scriptures, and I value all, but if I die, let me rest 
my soul, my eternity, on this one—on the precious 
blood." 

WONDROUS LOVE! 
Oh, the love of Christ is wondrous, 
Like an ocean in its depth! 
Waters deep and strong and boundless, 
What could span its length or breadth ? 

E.W.T. 
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WOULD YOU LIKE? 

WOULD YOU LIKE to be a Christian} It 
does not make one miserable to become a 
Christian of the right kind. A true Christian 

knows that he is saved, that God is his Father, and 
heaven his home. He has a Saviour who loves 
him, and within him dwells the Holy Spirit, enabling 
him to live a happy useful life, and to conquer sin 
and temptation. To have all this would not make 
you miserable, would it ? 

WOULD YOU LIKE to know that your sins are 
forgiven for ever} It is gloriously possible to be 
assured of this, for " through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins " and " whosoever 
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." 
Your sins, as you very well know, are too dark, too 
many, to be passed over. Even one sin is enough to 
make you unfit for God's holy presence. But those 
sins of yours may be cleansed away by the blood of 
Christ, and forgiven through the merits of His 
Atonement. 

WOULD YOU LIKE to be saved for ever} Re
member that salvation and the Saviour go together. 
You cannot have the one without the other. If 
you want salvation, you must receive the Saviour. 
Zacchaeus received Him into his house, and Christ 
said: " This day is salvation come to this house." 
Trust in the Saviour and salvation is yours. There 
is no other way. 

WOULD YOU LIKE to be a child of God} To 
belong to God's family is a greater honour than to be 
the son or daughter of a King. It is to have a place 
nearer to God than any of the angels have. It is to 
share the portion of the Son of His love. Trust in 
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Christ is the way to obtain this wonderful relation
ship. " Ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus." 

WOULD YOU LIKE to be a worker for Christ} 
First of all, then, you must get the benefit of His 
Work for you. A man with a heavy load on his 
back is not able to work. Now it is not your work 
for Christ, but His finished work for you, that will 
ease you of the burden of your sins. First get saved, 
receive salvation as a free gift. 

Sel. 

A CRY OF FELT NEED 

SEVERAL 3/*ears ago we had been speaking to 
some women in a lodging-house in the slums 
of London's great city. It was a cold night, we 

had left the place where the fire was blazing in an 
open fire-place, to make our way into the open 
street. Suddenly we heard the cry of a woman. 
" Oh, sirs! " she exclaimed, " Can you tell me if 
there is any hope for a sinner like me ? " In reply, 
I said: " There is forgiveness for you * through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.'" She 
there and then bowed herself to the ground and 
confessed Jesus as her Saviour. What a sight for 
the angels, " over one sinner that repenteth!" 
Will you not like this distressed young person, as 
feeling the load of your sins, and your need of the 
Saviour, confess Jesus as your Saviour, who can 
forgive you your sins and cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness ? 

E. I. EMERSON 
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A NARROW ESCAPE 

A WELL-KNOWN captain of one of the great 
Atlantic liners was about tq retire. Inter
viewed by a press representative, he was 

asked if he had any narrow escapes or thrilling 
tales of the sea to tell. At first he answered, " No," 
and then quoted the saying, " Happy is the man 
who has no history." Reflecting, however, he 
recalled an incident that occurred just after the First 
World War. 

" We were coming out of New York," he said, 
" and had not gone far when a large floating German 
mine with horns swirling in and out of the water 
was observed in the pathway of the ship. Fortun
ately it was seen in time and narrowly avoided. 
I never felt more thankful for a few feet of space 
than on that occasion." Needless to say, that had 
the ship (which had a large passenger list) struck 
the dangerous object, there would have been a great 
calamity and loss of many precious lives. It was 
indeed a narrow escape. 

Psalm 107 reminds us of the great perils of the 
sea. " They [the waves] mount up to the heaven, 
they go down to the depths. Their soul [of those 
who go down to the sea in ships] is melted because 
of trouble . . . they cry unto the Lord . . . He maketh 
the storm a calm," etc. (verses 26-29). In the case 
just quoted it was man himself who had added to 
the perils of the sea. 

The above is intended to illustrate the perils and 
insecurity so common to life down here. Man has 
departed from God and rejected all the overtures 
of divine mercy. No wonder that, arising from the 
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consequent confusion, men's hearts are failing them 
for fear. 

" . . .the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21. 
25-26). 

Is there a way of escape ? Yes, by entering into 
the true Ark (Christ). At the time of the Flood 
only those in the Ark with Noah escaped the judg
ment and passed into the New World. Christ 
Himself is our Saviour and passport. 

" Neither is there salvation in any other : for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved " (Acts 4. 12). 

" . . . repent ye and believe the gospel" (Mark 
1. 15). 

" Come—'tis Jesus gently calling— 
Ye with care and toil opprest." 

* * * 

" On the Cross He once has suffered, 
There by Him the work was done; 

And the word by God now uttered 
To each weary soul is—Come! " 

Man indeed has a history. 

J. F. GARLAND. 

THE LIFE TO COME 

LIFE is sweet and death bitter," said Sir 
Anthony Kingston to Bishop Hooper at the 
stake. 

" True, friend," replied Hooper, " but the death 
to come is more bitter, and the life to come, more 
sweet." 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(4) 

OUR consideration in this paper is to be chapter 
9, verses i to 7. 

Last month we observed that light and 
comfort came from God alone : the law and the testi
mony being the final and comprehensive unfolding 
of the mind of God. With sobered minds we read 
that the refusal to speak according to the Scriptures 
left such a one without any daybreak, the long dark 
night of sinful ignorance of God and His truth. We 
read with pain of heart (not with gloatings of self-
righteous pride) of their dreadful soul distress 
recorded at the end of chapted 8—hard pressed 
and hungry—sin's bondage and barrenness of soul. 
It they gaze upward, it is but to curse God from their 
impenitent hearts. When they look to the earth, the 
scene of all their vain hopes, they behold trouble 
and darkness, gloom of anguish. 

With relief of heart we turn to the opening verses 
of chapter 9. God in His mercy is speaking : He 
says, " Nevertheless." A bright ray of hope— 
God once intervening with His mercy when all was 
dark and depressed. God delights in mercy. Mercy 
is what we need; the way back to God is impossible 
otherwise. "When we were yet without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly." The 
" due time " is God's intervention in mercy. 

Now, lest we be narrowed in our thoughts as to 
the extent of God's activities in grace, our prophet 
speaks of " the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations." Nothing less than a universe 
in which dwelleth righteousness will do for God. 
This thought destroys all racial pride, all religious 
bigotry, and brings into right perspective the posi-
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tion of Israel and the Church. 
That favoured nation, Israel, divinely chosen, 

divinely cared for, now suffering the inevitable fruits 
of its revolt against God, its cruel rejection of their 
Messiah, Jesus Christ the Lord, will yet once more 
(but with moral worth) be head of the nations. 
That day will be beautiful with universal obedience 
to God, and fragrant with righteousness ; the whole 
scene, both heaven and earth, adorned with the 
graces of Christ, and unto God a sweet odour of 
that blessed Man. Human righteousness, con
fessedly filthy rags, will not be there, but every heart 
bearing testimony to God's sovereign mercy and 
electing grace. Whilst the Church, Christ's body, 
Christ's Bride, with Him in glory, the greatest of all 
the families, will but contribute eternally her part 
in the whole vast scene of that Day of God, in which 
every part is great indeed; every family in heaven 
and on earth is named of the Father. To know 
God as our Saviour God is the introduction to an 
eternal scene far more glorious than the heart of 
man can conceive. By the Christian yielded to the 
sublime teachings of the Holy Spirit it is enjoyed 
now. 

We pause in this meditation of so wealthy a matter 
lest we forget your need, and perforce ask you, 
Where will you spend eternity ? With Christ in the 
enjoyment of the unending, unalloyed bliss of 
heaven's service to God? or with the wicked, the 
disobedient, the Christ rejector, in hell? Evil will 
be confined to its place. 

Oh, ponder what is now said : " The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great light: they 
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined." First, take to your 
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conscience the divine description of men in their 
sins—walking in darkness, dwelling in the shadow 
of death. In the one, works of sin, self seeking, 
self-will, unbelief; in the other, bondage, fear, 
uncertainty, distance from God. But now in Jesus 
is seen " a great light." His life is the light; every 
kind of man is manifested in his true position and 
condition, but it is the way out of darkness, without 
which there is no way; it is heaven's illumination— 
God is in the light. Let that light shine into your 
soul through the precious Word of God. Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the 
dead^and the Christ shall shine upon thee. There 
is power in this word, it is the voice of God; oh, 
hearken, or remain for ever banished from God 
and eternal joys. 

Darkness and death, even physically, are repellant: 
how much more when known to be the moral and 
spiritual state of man! From that thick darkness 
and gloom of death humanity is crying out for a 
deliverer. With what joy we point to the Deliverer 
—" For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given." That tremendous mystery, that astounding 
display of love, wisdom, and power—the Incarnation 
is contained in that verse. God manifest in flesh; 
God come in amongst men in an understandable, 
compassionate, confidence-inspiring way. It is unto 
us. Is the " us " the Jewish nation ? Yes, and 
much more besides, humanity at large. And not 
only born but " given." Shall we dare to desecrate 
this holy down-stooping love of the blessed God by 
the puny reasonings of our fallen minds! Like 
the shepherds and wise men rather, will we pay the 
homage of faith's obedience in our whole committal 
to our God thus come down in lowly guise, but, 
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indeed, a mighty Saviour. 
But listen, the evangelist prophet has still greater 

things to say. The government shall be upon His 
shoulder : His government shall increase. Not for 
Him an unstable throne. Peace in His empire 
will flourish. Judgment and righteousness will be 
the great pillars upholding His kingdom. Will this 
be an actual reign of Christ? Yes, indeed. But 
is He reigning in your heart now"? Is there an 
increase of His Lordly rule in your life now ? Is His 
peace guarding your heart now ? And, dear Chris
tian, surely He has no unstable throne in your 
affections now\ 

And now the majesty of His five-fold Name. His 
Name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. All these are 
what Christ is ready to be for the believer now. 

WONDERFUL. Is not this suggestive to the 
believing heart of the excellency of Christ above all 
else? Is He not wonderful as our Redeemer? is 
not His power over the grave wonderful! Thus 
the mind and heart are held captivated, and the 
wonder of Himself becoming more and more 
attractive. 

COUNSELLOR. The wisdom of God indeed; 
the Completer of the divine counsels. And for us, 
amidst the perplexities of life, One ever ready to 
guide our feet. " I .will counsel thee with mine 
eye upon thee." 

MIGHTY GOD. Christ, Man indeed, but God 
Almighty. All-sufficient for our affections, all-
powerful to vanquish our foes. The maintainer 
of our cause, the lifter up of our head. Who would 
shrink from confessing Christ in the midst of enemies, 
who rejoiced in Christ as the Mighty God! 
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FATHER OF ETERNITY (as best translated). 
As the offspring bears the image of its father, so 
Christ will impress the eternity with His beauty. 
He is its Author—the Originator of life. He is the 
Guardian of the age as Father of it, as the poet 
beautifully writes :— 

" Mankind shall thus His guardian care engage, 
The promised Father of the future age." 

Christ triumphantly refers to, Behold, I and the 
children Thou has given Me. Do you enjoy that 
happy position?—your spiritual beginnings traced 
back to Christ, your life a continuous display of the 
features of His life. 

PRINCE OF PEACE. Prosperity where He 
reigns and only where He reigns. Peace to a tur
bulent, harried world alone can come when He 
comes to reign. But then what prosperity, what 
calmness, what serenity, what restfulness, when He 
is Prince to us! God has made peace through the 
blood of Christ's cross. Justified by faith we have 
peace towards God. He is our peace. 

Christ desires to be this to you. Renounce 
your unbelieving thoughts. Turn to Christ now in 
the simplicity of faith, confessing your sins. 
To delay is fatal! 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

DO YOU? 
I love the Name of JESUS, 

The Christ of God, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 

His name is spread abroad. 
H. BONAR. 
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AN EXEMPLARY WORKMAN 

IN recent conversation with an employer the writer 
was told the following interesting story:— 

Not long since, a man called at the works and 
asked for employment. After putting a few questions 
the employer concluded the applicant to be a highly 
skilled man. He could do with another workman, 
but he said he feared he could not pay the rate of 
wages that he (the applicant) deserved. 

" I pay the current standard rate," and added, 
" this is as much as I can do." Said the workman : 
" I'll be content with that." 

The employer soon proved that his new employee 
was a skilled and exemplary workman and the best 
he had ever had. Industrious, his work was of the 
highest class. As soon as he had completed a job 
he asked for another ! And even asked for a list so 
that he could go from one task to another and thus 
save his own and the employer's time. 

Most will agree that workmen of this type are 
somewhat difficult to find. This man's training had 
been strict and thorough, and he loved his work. 

WORK and the workman is an interesting subject. 
How intolerable if an inferior and unskilled workman 
had attempted to teach the foregoing his job ! 

In the Book of Genesis (chapter i) God is seen to 
be supreme in His WORK. Chapter 2 records :— 

" Thus the heavens and the earth were 
FINISHED (verse 1). 

"And on the seventh day God ENDED His 
WORK . . . and He rested on the seventh day from 
ALL His WORK which He had made" (verse 2). 

" And God saw that it (His WORK) was good " 
(Gen. 1. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). " . . . behold, it was 
very good " (verse 31). 

41 



Man cannot hope to compete with the consummate 
skill and workmanship of His great Creator. 

Just as God's WORK in creation is beyond man's 
power to*add to, so the great WORK of Christ in 
REDEMPTION is COMPLETE. 

Whilst the early chapters of Genesis give us the 
marvellous story of creation and the glory and skill 
of the Creator, the New Testament reveals the great 
plan of REDEMPTION. Man having become 
fallen and lawless and captive to Satanic activities, 
God moves to REDEEM (or buy back) the creature 
he has lost:— 

" . . . not REDEEMED with corruptible things 
as silver and gold . . . but with the PRECIOUS 
blood of Christ" (i Peter I. 18-19). 

" Who (Jesus Christ) gave Himself for us, that He 
might REDEEM us from all iniquity " (Titus 2. 14). 

Tis thence—now Christ is gone on high, 
Redemption's work COMPLETE. 

". . . Jesus . . . said, It is FINISHED " (John 
19. 30). 

Christ's WORK on the Cross is SUFFICIENT 
for all who believe. Any attempt to add thereto 
disqualifies the sinner. ". . . WHOSOEVER shall 
call on the NAME of the Lord shall be saved" 
(Acts 2. 21). " Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved" 
(Acts 4. 12). 

This great and URGENT matter deserves and 
demands our immediate and closest attention. 

J. F. GARLAND. 
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A NOTABLE CONVERSION 
{January 6th, 1850) 

A CENTURY ago a young man* deeply exer
cised and distressed about his soul became 
soundly converted to God. He has described 

his experiences as follows :— 
I had been for about five years in the most fearful 

distress of mind as a lad. I thought the sun was 
blotted out of the sky—that I had so sinned against 
God that there could be no hope for me. 

I prayed earnestly to the Lord. I searched the 
Word of God, but with the fullest persuasion the 
promises were not for me. The secret of my distress 
was that I did not know the gospel. Though I had 
Christian parents I did not fully understand the 
freeness and simplicity of the gospel. 

I attended various places of worship where I lived, 
but I did not seem to hear the gospel fully preached. 
One man preached the divine sovereignty. I could 
hear him with pleasure; but what was that to a 
poor sinner who wished to know what he should do 
to be saved? Another man always preached about 
the law, but what was the use of ploughing up 
ground that wanted to be sown? Another was a 
great practical preacher, but it seemed very much 
like a commanding officer teaching the manoeuvres 
of war to a set of men without feet. All his exhorta
tions were lost on me. 

I knew the Scripture: " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved," but I did not 
know what it was to believe in Christ. But for the 
goodness of God I might still have been in darkness 
and despair, but circumstances, of His ordering, 
caused me to go into a little chapel where a poor 

*C. H. SPURGEON 
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man, relatively uneducated and uninstructed, entered 
the pulpit to preach. " Look unto ME, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth" (Isa. 45. 22) 
was his text. There seemed a gleam of hope for 
me in the text. He continued, "How simple! 
It says, LOOK. Very little effort in that. It is 
just LOOK. It does not require a great education, 
or wealth, to ' look.' Anyone—even a child—can 
* look.' No good c looking on yourselves as many 
do. LOOK to Christ. It runs, 'LOOK unto 
ME.' LOOK unto Me, once the suffering One. 
' Look unto Me at the Father's right hand.' 

Then he continued : " You will always be miser
able in life and death if you do not obey my text. 
But if you obey this moment you will be saved." 
Finally, he exclaimed: " Young man, LOOK to 
Christ". 

There and then the cloud was gone, and I felt 
I could sing, with the most enthusiastic, of the 
precious blood of Christ, and the simple faith that 
looks alone to Him. Oh, that somebody had told 
me that before! 

• • • 

In this case there was a deep sense of the gravity 
and seriousness of sin—a feature much absent in 
souls at the present time. It was indeed " a notable 
conversion," for the young man was used of God, 
subsequently, to bring thousands of souls to Christ. 

How simple was the preacher's text that liberated 
the greatly troubled young man referred to, namely— 

" LOOK unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth." 

So the text has a universal application, and in 
every country or nation the word is : " LOOK 
unto Me, and be ye saved." Sel. 
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OF WHAT DO CHRISTIANS DIE ? 

CHRISTIANS do not die of heart disease or 
pneumonia." 

Do these words sound strange in your 
ears? 

They were uttered in one of the wards of a London 
hospital, by a poor woman who evidently had not 
many days to live. 

" I am quite happy," said she, "but I could not 
sleep last night for thinking over what I heard at 
the Bible Class last time, when you said that Christians 
do not die of heart disease, pneumonia, and things 
like that, and I feel so happy." 

It was plain, to a critical eye, that the speaker, 
with her blue lips and panting breath, was herself 
far gone with heart disease. What could she mean ? 
Surely her mind was a little affected, or the enemy of 
souls was deluding her! 

No ! No ! dear friend, she was quite right. 
The subject under consideration, at the Bible Class 

referred to by her, had been that wonderful passage 
in i Thes. 4. 14, " Them also which sleep in Jesus," 
or, as it may read, "Them also who have been put to 
sleep by Jesus." The verse is speaking of something 
that Jesus does to His own; He puts them to sleep. 

Think of a mother leaving a room, saying, "I must 
put my child to sleep." Is there any dread or terror, 
think you, on. the part of the child ? Should YOU 
be afraid of being put to sleep by Jesus ? 

The poor woman was quite right; no Christian 
ever yet died of disease or old age; Jesus puts him 
to sleep. 

" If a man keep My saying, he shall never see 
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death" (John 8. 51). Instead of seeing death he 
sees Jesus. Should you be afraid of seeing Him ? 

Death, instead of being the king of terrors to a 
Christian, has become the expression of the love of 
Jesus. 

He went into death in all its terrors, and suffered 
the judgment of a Holy God against sin. He has 
thus vanquished " him that had the power of death, 
that is the Devil, and delivered them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond
age." Instead of bondage, the Holy Spirit can now 
declare, " All things are yours, whether . . . life 
or death . . . and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." 

HE, Satan's power laid low, 
Made sin, sin's reign o'erthrew ; 

Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And death, by dying, slew. 

Thus have life and incorruptibility come to light; 
and they are now presented to us through the " Glad 
Tidings." 

Has your soul, dear friend, entered into the glad
ness of these tidings ? 

A few days later I heard that the sufferer was at 
rest. Her death certificate stated that she had died 
of heart disease, but we who know the Lord know 
better than that—she had been put to sleep by Jesus. 

J. L. HEWER. 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(5) 

THE reader of Isaiah, even though a casual one, 
cannot fail to observe that our prophet is con
stantly speaking of a day in the future, a day 

of unparalleled earthly blessing, often referred to by 
people as the " Millennium." 

The Millennium is the period of the Lord's reign 
over this earth lasting a thousand years. Isaiah 
describes it in most attractive language. One such 
delightful passage is in chapter n . Read it and let 
your heart warm at the startling contrast there is 
between that day, when Jesus is reigning as King, and 
to-day, when His rejection is accompanied by the piti
able state of the world in lawlessness, uncleanness, lust 
for power and greed of every kind. That period, 
as we have said, is one of earthly blessing, but it has 
its spiritual and moral counterpart to-day in the lives 
of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The sinner that turns to God in repentance, and 
has faith in Jesus the Saviour, acknowledges Jesus as 
Lord: that is, the Saviour has the supreme place in 
the mind and affections. What is thus promoted in 
such a life by the Holy Spirit's power is righteousness, 
equity, fear of God, fidelity, kindness, and harmless-
ness, as chapter n teaches. The soul grows in 
the knowledge of God—"the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

Let my reader consider his ways. Is sin reigning 
in your heart ? Is Christ reigning in your heart ?— 
two questions that demand an answer from you now. 
Turn to God in repentance and faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and rejoice with the many thousands in whose 
hearts there are "millennial" conditions to-day. 

Just a word more as to the millennial reign of 
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Christ. When will it come ? some may ask. There 
are those who teach that the gospel of God's grace 
will continue to be proclaimed until, finally, condi
tions are existing that will warrant the Lord coming 
to reign. We need hardly say that Scripture does 
not support that theory in the least. The instructed 
believer in Christ is now awaiting the imminent 
return of the Lord Jesus for the Church, to rapture 
believers away to be with Himself eternally. That 
will be a secret act: that is, it will not be observed by 
the world; its only knowledge of it will be that 
certain ones who were known to be ardent followers 
of Christ are missing from their usual activities. 
Within a few years of that event the Lord Jesus will 
come to reign. That coming will be known world
wide, and will spell judgment for many, even as it 
will be blessing to myriads, that is, earthly blessing. 

We would warn you as to the importance of the 
present moment. " A larger hope " of which some 
speak is a deception of the devil. " Behold, NOW 
is the accepted time; behold, NOW is the day of 
salvation" (2 Cor. 6. 2). 

In Isaiah 12 we have the expression : " God is my 
salvation." It further says, " He also is become my 
salvation." From what do we need salvation? There 
is God's judgment of the world, we need to be saved 
from that. As sheltered by the blood of Christ we 
are saved from God's holy wrath against sin: We 
need to be saved from the spiritual destruction 
intended by the enemies of our souls—the devil, the 
world. The Cross of Christ and His mighty resur
rection make the believer superior to the power of 
Satan's malicious hatred. The Israelite knew him
self secure from Pharaoh's mighty host as crossing 
dry shod through the Red Sea and beholding his 
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enemies engulfed in the returning flood. We need 
to be saved from sin in the flesh ; sin thus known in 
its origin—Satan, the wily serpent; and sin's real 
objective—antagonism to God. This is experi
mentally learned by the believer, and with it he learns 
in the Cross of Christ that man of Adam's race is 
irretrievable, and only complete removal from before 
God is the way of salvation—the bringing in of a new 
creation and a new Head. 

The first man is gone for ever in the death of Christ, 
and Christ, the second Man, is established. The 
first Adam has been deposed: the last Adam, 
Christ, is now supreme. Are these the vital realities 
they should be to you, dear believer? God is the 
believer's salvation : He has become jhat. The move 
has been from Himself; Divine love has taken the 
initiative; God has provided Himself the Lamb. 

Finally, we will just refer to verse 3—water and 
wells. Our hearts are at once reminded of the 
Holy Spirit of God. He is here indwelling the heart 
of the believer. The constant refreshings of divine 
thoughts, the exhilaration of fresh impressions of 
Christ He so delightfully gives. Our sure Guide 
into all the truth. 

Dear reader, once more, what is all this to you ? 
At the beginning of this article we made reference 
to the casual reader. We would not for one moment 
encourage casualness in Divine things, and you dare 
not be casual in this matter of your eternal welfare. 
We remind you that a Christless life means a Christ-
less grave, and a Christless grave means a Christless 
eternity. Turn to God now in repentance and 
receive a pardon, complete and eternal, through the 
precious blood of Christ ! 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 
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THE CONTRAST 

THE glory of the kingdom spread 
Over the mountain's lofty head 
Lighting the rocky steeps ; 

And Jesus' robes were glistening white, 
His face—the sun in all its might— 

And Peter sleeps! 
• * * 

'Tis night, and in Gethsemane 
A prostrate form in agony 
With bitter crying, weeps ; 
The darkness deepens at His groan, 
The darkest night this earth has known—* 

And Peter sleeps! 

He lies upon the dungeon floor; 
The guard, quadrupled, round the door 
Its midnight vigil keeps ;f 
Two chains of iron bind him fast, 
Tomorrow's morn shall be his last— 

And Peter sleeps! 
E. L. BEVIR. 

* Luke 22. 53. f Acts 12. 

THE LOVE OF JESUS 

THOU knowest the sun by his glory, 
Thou knowest the rose by her breath, 

Thou knowest the fire by its glowing, 
Thou knowest My Love by My death. 

H. Suso (1295-1365). 
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IS IT SETTLED ? 

WE were passing from one ward to another, 
visiting the aged poor at a seaside workhouse, 
and distributing a few tracts written in bold 

type especially for those advanced in years. One 
of the tracts bore the title, " Is it Settled ? " So we 
put the query to several of our aged friends, and in 
many instances received the answer, " Yes, thank 
God!" 

Now it is all important with men of the world that 
things should be settled. With men of business it is 
important that their accounts should be settled; 
everything must be strictly accounted for in order 
that business may proceed on a sound basis. Men 
are shrewd and far-seeing in things of this life; very 
little escapes their observation. 

First let us venture to ask the thinking man of to
day, though it may be a subject not altogether likely to 
gain his ear or arrest his attention—still it is a matter 
that must be faced sooner or later : Is your account 
with God settled ?> Reader, you have a heavy debt, a 
mighty score of unforgiven sins of which to give 
account. Debts contracted by men may plunge them 
into hopeless ruin and disgrace if they are not saits-
factorily met. Alas! alas! we can speak of any topic 
of the day, many of which command very great 
attention; but we are not permitted to press our 
investigation, and suggest a brief consideration of 
the interest of the soul, which is the most important 
matter of all. " God breathed into man's nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul." 
It is high time that the reader began to take a serious 
view of things, and consider his latter end. " It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
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judgment" (Heb. 9. 27). Solemn word! Stern 
justice in all its reality will be arrayed against men 
and the awful sentence pronounced against those 
who have refused to surrender to Christ: " I never 
knew you : depart from Me " (Matt. 7. 23). The 
One who dwells on high with grace upon His brow 
will sit as Judge of all the earth in that day. A terrible 
crisis in the world's history will soon take place. He 
will overturn, overturn, overturn. But, listen! His 
glorious arm is outstretched toward you. He is 
mighty to save; the penalty of sin which would have 
justly fallen upon us has been paid to the full. And 
God is glorified in that mighty transaction. Jesus 
has " battled death's forces, rolled back every wave." 
Blessed be His peerless name, He has triumphed 
over everything! Every foe has been disarmed. 
Men to-day in their fury are endeavouring to accom
plish their ends—destruction and misery are in their 
ways, and the way of peace not known (Rom. 3. 16, 
17). The great question of sin has been settled at 
the cross; Jesus cried, " It is finished" (John 
x9- 3°)- Jesus has met every claim that God re
quired on account of man's sin, and there is nothing 
now but for you to bow to Him. Let us ask again : 
" Is it settled ? " A momentous question, this, 
surely. Face it you must; evade it you cannot. 
Most of our aged friends, of whom I spoke at the 
beginning, could speak with certainty on this subject, 
they knew their sins were forgiven, and that God 
would remember them no more; yet strange as it 
may seem when the question is put to some : " Are 
your sins forgiven ? " they will say, " I hope so." 
They will tell you that they know Jesus as their 
Saviour, but at the same time will say they think it 
presumption to say their sins are forgiven. Is it not 
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greater presumption to doubt God and His Word ? 
He says, " I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake " 
(i John 2. 12). They say, " but I feel so sinful." 
Stay! in addition to your sins, there is the conscious
ness of indwelling sin; sins are the fruit, but sin is 
the root. The whole question, both of sins and sin 
was gone into by God, and has been settled by Christ 
for God. God made Him to be sin for us " Who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous
ness of God in Him " (2 Cor. 5. 21). How blessed 
is the portion of all who know the Lord Jesus as the 
One who His own self bare their sins in His own 
body on the tree (1 Peter 2. 24)! But more, He 
was made sin, and the question both of our sin and 
our sins has been fully met by Him. 

Reader, let me earnestly ask you : Do you believe 
God, who has raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead ? If you do, then you may be truly assured that 
as to your acceptance, before Him—It is settled. 
Much will have to be learned afterwards, but as to 
your sins, they are forgiven for His Name's sake, and 
as to sin, you can say God made Him to be sin for 
me, and He has condemned sin in the flesh in the 
person of His own Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
gospel story. May God grant the reader grace to 
believe it! 

E. I. EMERSON. 
Indianapolis, U.S.A. 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(6) 

IN this paper we will consider some thoughts culled 
from chapters 25 and 26 of Isaiah. 

The chapters intervening between chapters 12 
and 25 are of great interest and will well repay the 
diligent reader. In those chapters the prophet is 
taking his ministry outside the boundaries of the 
favoured nation. What instruction is there in that for 
us to-day? First, that God's interest in nations 
to-day is confined to their attitude to His saints. The 
language used impresses us with the inexorable holi
ness of God. What a difference there would be in 
the attitude of men to divine things if people remem
bered that God is a holy God! And then, what an 
exposure of the world as a system from which Christ 
has been cast out! The various nations referred to 
by our prophet each indicate some phase of that 
world in its sinfulness. We here mention five of 
them. 

BABYLON—man's pride in his empires, in his 
political progress, but blind to the moral confusion, 
and driven along the road of so-called progress by 
violent corruptions. 

PHILISTIA—the quasi-religious phase of the 
world; " having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof." Philosophy and vain deceit 
intermixed with truth, to the inevitable distortion 
of the truth; the mental grasp of divine things 
without the needed experience of soul with God. 

MOAB—social pride; family status arrogantly 
usurping the place of spiritual fellowship; prayer, 
strangely, having a place with them, but ineffective, 
not prevailing, see chapter 16 verse 12. 

DAMASCUS—self-indulgence; settling down to 
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ease ; in total disregard of eternal issues, just selfishly 
living for the present, God ignored. 

EGYPT—the idolatry of human learning and 
human wisdom; spiritism, the occult sciences, 
blighting the mind of man. 

Let the Christian give sober thought to these 
aspects of the world in which he is but from which he 
should be morally distinct; and may this brief 
description of the world lead the unbeliever to thus 
judge his world and turn to God as known in Christ 
Jesus, and enjoy God's world now in spirit and in 
actuality throughout the eternal day. 

In chapter 25 what fixes itself so much upon our 
minds is the quiet confidence of the writer. " O Lord 
thou art my God." Is this the language of your 
heart ? Is God exalted by you, not only by lip but 
by life? Do you praise (or celebrate) His name? 
His Name, His renown, His glory, His acts; are 
these the constant joy of your heart ? Maybe it is 
not so with you; maybe there is a veil over your heart 
and mind hiding these things from you; maybe you 
are yet undelivered from the bondage of death. If so, 
ponder verse 1 of our chapter. It goes on to say, 
" For thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels 
of old are faithfulness and truth." What are the 
wonderful things God has done ? We can but refer 
to some of the many. He has been to earth in man
hood fashion made known as Jesus the Lord. Jesus 
has borne the awful wrath of God as to sin on the 
cross; He was buried and has been raised again 
from among the dead. God has thus been right
eously, glorified in regard of sin, and has triumphed 
over death in a Man. God is testifying as to this : 
will you accept God's testimony ? Faithfulness and 
truth are the peculiar qualities of God's testimonies. 
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How tragically absent are these qualities from the 
utterances of fallen man, from the vaunted ideologies 
of Christless minds ! You can understand a little 
now, my reader, the quiet confidence of the soul that 
can say, " O Lord, thou art my God." Once again 
I appeal in my question to you, Is God your God ? 

Then think upon the comforting words of triumph 
of verse 8. " For the Lord hath spoken it." What 
assurance in this; what a warrant for faith; how 
clear and in what startling contrast to the opaqueness 
that characterizes much of present-day thought 
regarding moral and spiritual matters! Let the 
spiritual certainties of this verse sink into your mind; 
ask yourself, Are they certainties for me? Victory 
instead of death, joy instead of tears, dignity instead 
of reproach. Oh, who would prefer the vanities of 
this unbelieving age to the realities of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

When we turn our attention to chapter 26 we find 
our theme of confidence in God enlarged upon. How 
fitting to commence the chapter with a song! Not a 
song commemorating the prowess of man, but a song 
that is suitable for " that day "—the day of the soul's 
eternal deliverance from sin's slavery and death's 
cruel bondage. Who but the redeemed can truly 
sing ? And their song, what is it ? " We have a 
strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks." Invisible now, but yet to be dis
played in a future day as the " City of God." Its 
very imperceptibility by the natural eye is the assur
ance of its very real character to faith's eye, indeed the 
eyes of the heart. Its walls and bulwarks, the salva
tion of our God, are alone the effective protection 
from the beastlike (and yet, at times, the imitative 
angel of light) attacks of Satan, the enemy of our race. 
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If the salvation of our God presents its indestruc
tible front to the powers of evil, it surrounds with 
never-failing restfulness all those who have fled from 
evil by way of repentance towards God and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Is there anything outside of the revelation of God 
that can keep the mind in perfect peace ? Scripture 
says N o ; history says No; and the honest heart, 
after many vain attempts to find peace, will say No. 
But here we have recorded that" Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee." A mind restful, un
moved from its confidence in God, sublime and 
serene in the midst of life's raging storms. 

Reader, is it confidence in yourself and man's 
world, which passeth away, or is it confidence in 
God and His world, of which Christ is the Centre, 
the enjoyment of which can be known by you now 
and eternally ? You alone can and must answer. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

AN IRISH REMINDER 

In an old-world town in Ireland, bordering a street, 
lies a graveyard. For a century and a half, a 
tombstone has stood there, so poised as to catch 

the eye of the casual passer. On the one side, is the 
normal record of names and dates of death. On the 
other, carved at the top, is a skull, an hour-glass, and 
a crossed pick and shovel, and then in bold lettering 
the forceful reminder, " REMEMBER DEATH." 

With every one of us the hour-glass of time is 
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running out fast. Mankind is under the death sen
tence, for by one man sin entered into the world and 
death by sin and so death passed upon all men, for 
all have sinned. We often do not care to be reminded 
of death. Men cover death with floral tributes, and 
in the rush of modern life, how often people seek to 
forget death and the everlasting thereafter! It is 
good to pause and consider the fact of death, to 
remember it, lest it strikes us down unawares and 
unprepared. 

If we only remember death and stop at that remem
brance, we shall be most miserable, but there is, 
thank God, a glorious solution to this death question, 
and it is found in the Lord Jesus! 

The Apostle Paul, writing to a young man, said, 
" REMEMBER . . . JESUS CHRIST . . . was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel." Let 
us remember Jesus Christ. He is the sinner's only 
hope, and those who trust in Him are blessed of 
God. He has died to destroy him who had the 
power of death, and to deliver those who are in life
long bondage through the fear of death. Risen 
from the dead, He has conquered death, and those 
who turn to God in repentance and in faith towards 
the Lord Jesus Christ, find a living Saviour who 
becomes their Lord. Thus the Christian can say 
that whether he lives or dies, he is the Lord's He 
belongs eternally to Christ, and that glorious One will 
shortly claim him and take him to be for ever with 
Himself. 

By all means let us face the reminder, " Remember 
death," and that right now, but with our remembrance 
let us also " Remember Jesus Christ" and find in Him 
our Deliverer from death and from judgment to come. 

Cape Town. C. M. MENZIES. 
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THE TRUE STANDARD 

Rejection 

WE have come to live in a day when tried and 
proved standards of faith and conduct are 
rejected. And for what cause ? Ostensibly, 

for the freedom of thought and expression demanded 
by human progress. 

Turning from God 
Viewed from one angle, what has happened is 

this : men and women have turned from the unalter
able Word of God, to hang on the words of men 
whose popularity is as fleeting as their counsels. 

Stable—Unstable 
Is it not clear that an everchanging voice will but 

lead to unstable foundations ? How needful, then, 
to know that " The word of the Lord endureth for 
ever " (i Peter I. 25). Let this be the basis for all 
my building, and enduring will be the result. 

Wisdom 
" Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of 

mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock; and the 
rain descended and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock " (Matt. 7. 24-25). 

Sel. 
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FOR EVER 

WHILE waiting to be served in a shop, this 
conversation was heard : " My husband's 
mother died last night. It was so sudden. 

At 10.30 p.m. she was listening to the wireless and at 
12 o'clock she was gone. You would have thought 
she was one who could live for ever. She was so 
well before she was taken." 

Dear reader, if you were called upon suddenly to 
leave this scene, what hope have you beyond death ? 
Do you know the One who went into death for you ? 
—the Lord Jesus Christ, God's beloved Son. We 
know we shall not live for ever here, but accepting 
Jesus as our Saviour now, knowing Him who accom
plished a glorious redemption we shall live with 
Him beyond death and judgment for ever. 

R. DODD. 

JESUS 

MANY names are dear, but His is dearer, 
How it grows more dear as life goes on! 

Many friends are near, but He is nearer, 
Always what we want, and all our own. 

JESUS! JESUS! let us ever say it 
Softly to ourselves as some sweet spell. 

JESUS! JESUS! troubled spirit lay it 
On thy heart, and it will make thee well. 
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THE SUPERLATIVES IN JOHN 3. 16 

THIS wonderful verse has been spoken of and 
written about perhaps more often than any 
verse in the Scriptures, and has been greatly 

used in blessing to souls. May it be to you also. 
Among the large number of true incidents known in 
connection with it, I will quote just one. 

A mortally wounded soldier (in the first World 
War) asked his nearest comrade how he could be 
saved. Neither knew, but the question was answered 
by a nearby gunner, who quoted John 3. 16. It was 
enough, and the dying man expired having eternal 
life by believing in God's only begotten Son. 

How blessedly simple is the gospel of God as 
expressed in this Scripture! 

Someone has pointed out the superlatives this 
verse contains and which I give below, as I saw it 
framed and in large letters in the entrance hall of a 
friend, who greatly prizes it:— 

FOR GOD the greatest lover 
so LOVED the greatest degree 
THE WORLD the greatest company 
THAT HE GAVE the greatest act 
His ONLY BEGOTTEN SON the greatest gift 
THAT WHOSOEVER the greatest opportunity 
BELIEVETH IN HIM the greatest attraction 
SHOULD NOT PERISH the greatest promise 
BUT the greatest difference 
HAVE the greatest certainty 
EVERLASTING LIFE the greatest possession 

A. WHEELER. 

61 



THE WORTHLESS TICKET 

AN insurance ticket, valued at £2,000, w a s found 
on the body of a man who had been travelling 
on a long-distance express train, but because 

it had not been signed by the holder it was worthless. 
The time necessary to write the name at ordinary 
speed would have occupied just a few seconds. 

Everyone will surely agree the man was foolish 
in the extreme in not completing the transaction. 
In things pertaining to this life we have no hesitation 
in coming to decisions upon the actions, foolish or 
otherwise, of others, but in matters pertaining to 
our soul's eternal welfare, we may be guilty of even 
greater neglect. There is nothing of greater value 
than man's immortal soul, yet how many are so 
engrossed with the temporary things of this life that 
they neglect to avail themselves of the abundant 
provision God has made for us in the provision of 
the Saviour who is none less a Person than His 
beloved Son! Delay is dangerous, neglect is 
criminal, and exposes the soul to appalling risk. 

Hearken to the Lord Jesus, speaking of a certain 
rich man who reasoned within himself concerning 
how he would invest his riches so as to enable him 
to live at ease, and eat, drink, and be merry for 
many years : " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee " (Luke 12. 20). " What shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul ? " (Mark 8. 37). 

How many seconds would it take for the jailor at 
Philippi to act upon Paul's advice in answer to his 
cry, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved ? " " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house " (Acts 16. 30, 31). 

Be wise, and accept the Lord Jesus as your 
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Saviour now, and allow the Holy Spirit to reveal to 
your heart the great things which God hath pre
pared for them that love Him (i Cor. 2. 9). 

H. K. REID. 

"ALL THESE THINGS" 

PETER MASON was a bricklayer. He was a 
man of huge bulk, weighing eighteen stone. 
He had a Christian wife, and occasionally went 

with her to the preaching of the gospel. On these 
occasions, by the preaching, God spoke to him. 
His conscience was awakened, and the thought of 
having to stand before God in his sins caused him 
great concern. But the power of worldly associa
tions was too strong for Peter, and he stifled the 
voice of his conscience in worldly pleasures. 

One day Peter went to work, mounted the scaffold, 
and was busy carrying out his duties when with 
little or no warning the scaffold collapsed and Peter 
was flung to the ground. As his mates ran to him 
he met them with these words : " Ah, lads! God 
had to break my bones before he could break my 
heart." 

He was quickly taken to hospital, and after many 
weeks recovered. During his stay in hospital, 
chastened with pain upon his bed, and the multitude 
of his bones with strong pain (Job. 33. 19), 
he learned to confide in Jesus as his Saviour, the 
One who had suffered, the Just for the unjust, to 
bring him to God, and was spared to testify with 
gladness of the way he was reached and blessed by 
his Saviour-God. 
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There is scarcely one of my readers, looking back 
on their lives, but what can remember sometime 
when God has spoken to them in one way or another. 

What lies behind all this? There is but one 
answer. God loves you. Jesus, His Beloved Son 
has died to save you. The Holy Spirit has brought 
the light of this to bear upon your conscience and 
heart. 

Listen to what Job says: "All these things 
worketh God oftentimes with man, To bring back 
his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the 
light of the living " (Job. 33. 29, 30). 

Will you still remain obdurate? Will you still 
procrastinate ? 

Time is earnest; passing by; 
Death is earnest, drawing nigh : 
Sinner, wilt thou trifling be ? 
Time and death appeal to thee. 

Bilston. F. TART. 

ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(7) 

IN this paper we will consider chapter 28 of our 
prophet-evangelist. 

We remind our readers that the prophet's 
ministry in this Book is mainly addressed to a 
people who are positionally in relation to divine 
things ; and this we say because of the ever-present 
danger of resting in a religious position, with its 
forms, but with a conscience and heart devoid of 
the knowledge of God and unable to truly respond 
to God because of unforgiven sins. The prophet's 
trenchant language to a people degraded by a 
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devitalized religion must search our hearts and 
consciences and, we trust, bring us to a holy stock
taking of our attitude to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the chapter before us now we will consider 
the dangers of prosperity; we will ponder what the 
Lord is ready to be to those that are loyal to Him; 
and we will look at the Lord Jesus as the Corner
stone established by God. 

The prophet's repeated references to drunkards, 
excess of wine, " fat valleys,'* etc., indicate that the 
prosperity of the God-given land was being used 
licentiously, for the gratification of the creature 
rather than for the praise and service of God. 
O sinner, trust not in the uncertainty of riches! 
You say you are not rich. Then the word to you 
is do not desire to be rich, for they that do fall into 
a temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. 

O believer, consider your ways! Beware of the 
dangers of prosperity! God may be forgotten by 
you; pride is waiting to crown you; the back
slider's highway is paved with vanity-stones. Pros
perity, whether in physical or spiritual things, that 
clothes a man with vainglory, inevitably results in 
misunderstanding of divine values and warps the 
judgment. 

Now ponder what the Lord is ready to be to the 
believer, as is written in verse 5. You will observe 
the expression, " the residue of his people." These 
are they that are loyal to their Lord in the midst of 
urifaithfulness ; that are separate from the surround
ing uncleanness; in whose hearts and mouths the 
Lord Jesus is truly supreme in contrast to a power
less piety. Of course they are in reproach; but 
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was not their Lord in reproach!—and is He not 
now in reproach! 

Are you numbered among the " residue " ? Are 
you clean in the sight of God, washed in the precious 
blood of Christ? Are you reckoned among that 
most dignified company, those that live unto God 
and not unto themselves? Then hear what the 
Lord is to you. He is the Lord of hosts—the 
innumerable company of those that love Him. He 
is a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty. He 
wreathes with His own magnificence the thinkings, 
the desires, the ways of the devoted believer, adorn
ing them with His own moral glories, that the life 
of Jesus may be manifested in their mortal flesh. 

Then He is " a spirit of judgment." The un
redeemed mind has a perverted judgment as to 
things moral and spiritual; but the Lord who is 
ready to be your Saviour, in whom there is redemp
tion through His blood, will also give you discern
ment and a true valuation of all things spiritual— 
indeed all things are discerned in their true worth by 
the spiritual person. When the Lord is known as 
" a spirit of judgment" there is deliverance from the 
various but false standards of measurements adapted 
by fallen humanity, such as self-righteousness, the 
limited human mind, respect of persons, and 
partiality because of personal gain. 

We now ask for your close attention as we con
sider the Lord Jesus in the figure of " the Corner 
Stone " (verse 16). 

The Lord God lays for a foundation a Stone, a 
" tried Stone," upon which the believer can confi
dently rely, never to be confounded when the all-
consuming judgments of God sweep the earth. 
This " Stone" is introduced by God for the 

66 



believer's trust, in contrast to the defiant attitude 
of a people who make a covenant with death and an 
agreement with hell in a rebellious endeavour (though 
unsuccessful) to escape God's holy wrath (see verses 
14 and 15). 

What havoc sin works in the soul! Not only 
polluting the desires, not only debasing the affec
tions, but stiffening the neck, hardening the heart, 
until, in its insidious growth in eating into every 
moral fibre, it promotes the foul cancer of open 
defiance of God! O friend, allow the Word of God 
to define what sin is! Banish the ansemic definitions 
of the modern mind, such as " indiscretions," 
unsocial acts, etc. Your soul's eternal destiny is too 
solemn a matter to trifle with this question of sin. 
Consider carefully the words of James in his Epistle, 
chapter 1, verses 13 to 15 : " Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man: But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then 
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." 
If this is your judgment of sin in your heart (it is 
God's judgment) then you will know you need a 
Saviour; you will realize how vain is a defiant 
allying of yourself with a world that is about to be 
swept right away in judgment. You will cast your 
whole moral need upon the Lord Jesus, the Tried 
Stone, thus having in your soul a foundation ensur
ing eternal blessing. 

You may know that the Scripture we are con
sidering is quoted in the New Testament. We wish 
to refer to one of those quotations so as to give you 
all the help we can. It is in 1 Peter 2, verses 6-8. 
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There is just one thought from it we emphasize, 
that is, God's estimation of the Lord Jesus as 
" Precious." The holy valuation of the perfect 
manhood of Jesus, He being perfect in Himself. 
The features of true manhood are seen in Jesus 
alone. 

At the threshold of the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus the heavens were opened upon Him, as 
it were, to amplify the voice of delight uttered there
from : " Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am 
well pleased." The crowning glory of that path of 
devoted service ere He stooped to the Cross to 
accomplish His departure in redemptive grace, was 
the heaven-illumined mount, fit setting for the 
Transfigured Jesus : He there receiving honour and 
glory, and such a voice heralding His exclusive 
preciousness—" This is my beloved Son : hear 
him." 

Thus we have the pleasure of the Father in the 
Son; and to-day there are myriads of people who, 
through grace, share these thoughts of the excel
lencies of Christ—" Unto you therefore which 
believe He is precious." Faith in Christ as our 
Lord and Saviour not only ensures from God the 
full pardon of our sins, but enlarges our affections 
in an ever-increasing appreciation of the Person of 
Christ, transferring us from sinners to worshippers. 
Is this where you are in your soul? Remember, 
there is another side—" but unto them which be 
disobedient." The very One who is now Saviour 
becomes the Judge at the final judgment session 
of God. 

God is building the coming universe of bliss, as 
well as the present building of the Church, upon 
this Precious Corner Stone. He is the foundation, 
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and the Stone from which ever}' divine building 
gets its alignment. 

In the language of Scripture we close with an 
appeal to you. Fall upon this Stone and be broken— 
contrite, repentant, believing. And we also warn 
you that to reject the Stone, to build your life 
without Him, will end in being crushed by the 
Stone falling on you. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

FORGIVEN 

A WELL-KNOWN Scottish doctor had died, 
and his affairs were being wound up. In his 
books there were several accounts across 

which were written in red ink :— 
" FORGIVEN : TOO POOR TO PAY." 

His wife, however, did not share her husband's 
generous disposition, and determined to claim for 
these accounts, taking the matter in some cases to 
the court. After examining the books the judge 
asked her: "Is this your husband's handwriting 
in red ink ?" She had to admit that it was. 
" Then," said the judge, " there is not a tribunal in 
the land that can obtain the money where he has 
written * forgiven.'" 

So when God " for Christ's sake " forgives our 
sins, we may rest assured that there is no power 
in heaven or hell that can ever raise that question 
again. " Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins." 

GEO. CUTTING. 
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SELF-DENYING SERVICE 

PRINCESS EUGENIE, sister of Oscar, King of 
Sweden, paid frequent visits to the poor in 
Gotland, where she liked to live in summer. 

Her heart was much moved in sympathy with the 
sick and suffering, and desired to build a " Home " 
for their benefit. She asked the King's permission 
to sell her jewels and ornaments. They were sent 
to London and realized sufficient for the undertaking. 

One of the poor received was a gipsy woman, 
with her face half-eaten by cancer, but bitter in 
heart against God. The Matron begged the 
Princess to speak to her, for they could do nothing 
with her. This she did, and the next time she 
came she found the poor woman, once so hardened, 
weeping over her sins! 

The Princess, afterwards referring to her, re
marked : " In her tears I saw my jewels again." 

Sel 

EVANGELICAL FERVENCY 

I WAS lately reading a life of dear George 
Whitefield. What a fervent spirit he carried 
with him, and what a love of souls filled his 

heart! I found it good and rebuking to be in 
company with him and with others who breathed 
the life of Christ in those days of dear Lady Hunting
don. Oh, for more such fervency in my cold and 
narrow heart! He wept while he preached, like his 
Master. In his measure and way he seems to have 
given himself to the people, imparting his own soul 
to them, as the apostle speaks. The Lord spread 
among us more of this. 

J. G. BELLETT. 
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

IN considering the question of the forgiveness of 
sins it is important, in the first place, to see the 
real ground of it. If I get God's forgiveness 

I must surely get it in God's way. Now it is plain 
in Scripture that God links our forgiveness with the 
redemption value of the blood of Christ. " We 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace" 
(Eph. i. 7). 

Two great mistakes on this point seem to be com
mon in the present day. One, that we shall secure 
forgiveness if we beg hard enough and long enough 
to induce God to give it to us. The other, that we 
shall be made sure that it is ours through certain 
inward emotions. The truth is :— 

i. That it is secured for us by the blood of 
Christ. 

2. It is received by faith in Him whose blood 
was shed. 

3. That it is assured to us by the Word of God. 
Not that any sober-minded Christian could be 

other than glad to hear a cry for mercy from the 
heart and lips of a convicted sinner. But it is not 
the less important for an anxious soul to see that it 
is not by his tears and cries that forgiveness is 
secured, but by the blood of Christ, and by His 
blood alone. " Without shedding of blood is no 
remission " (Heb. 9. 22). Nor, on the other hand, 
could we help rejoicing to see a forgiven sinner's 
heart overflowing with " a joy too deep for words." 
But we would remind him that he must have, for 
the settled assurance of forgiveness, something 
more solid to rest upon than the deepest feelings of 
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joy could afford. How many thousands have, 
before now, found this out to their sorrow! While 
the joy and freshness of first love lasts they feel 
secure; but in learning themselves, their joy ebbs 
out, and they are left stranded in darkest uncertainty. 

We must learn to link our forgiveness with the 
price which secured it. What solid rest it would 
give a poor debtor if he had not only seen the bill 
settled in his creditor's office, but the money itself— 
which a friend had paid for him—pinned to the 
page of the ledger where his account was recorded! 
How boldly he could say, " l a m clear of my debt; 
and haven't begged off my instalments either; nor, 
to use a common figure, ' let out on bail' until a 
future reckoning! My account has been cleared off 
in full, once for all." 

The trembling sinner feareth 
That God can ne'er forget; 

But one full payment cleareth 
His memory of all debt. 

When nought beside could ease us 
Or set our souls at large, 

Thy holy work, Lord Jesus, 
Secured a full discharge. 

" For when we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly " (Rom. 5. 6). 

" Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree " (1 Peter 2. 24). 

" Be it known unto you therefore . . . that through 
this Man [Christ Jesus] is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins : and by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things " (Acts 13. 38, 39). 

" All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isa. 53. 6). 

H. M. HOOKE. 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(8) 

IN chapter 32 we have the prophet proclaiming, 
with joyous fervour, the blessed effects of the 
reign of the Lord Jesus Christ as God's King 

over the earth, to be brought to pass in a fast-
approaching day; and also the luxuriant fruitful-
ness that follows the outpouring of the Spirit of God. 

We have before remarked that the actual kingship 
of Christ awaits the coming in of the Millennial 
Day, but this does not preclude an application of 
the all-essential truth of the supremacy and Lord
ship of Christ to our hearts now. Hence our 
Scripture contains a definite word of God to us in 
this day. In this we bear testimony to the living 
character of the Holy Scriptures. The scope of all 
Scripture is wider than its primary teaching. 

The oft-repeated word " behold" is a divine 
invitation and command to fix our undivided atten
tion on the matter in hand. Let this be so with us, 
and let us fix our hearts' interest on this great 
matter—a King reigning in righteousness. 

A sad confusion of thought about righteousness 
is spread over the ideas of men, whether those 
ideas are in the realms of politics, religion, or what
ever phase of life man is active in in his fallen state. 
To give a simple definition: righteousness is what 
is right in the eyes of God, the God who has revealed 
Himself through mercy in our Lord Jesus Christ— 
God manifest in flesh—the record of which revealing 
we have in the Bible. 

It is needful to guard the truth against the false 
assumptions of a self-conception of God in the 
human mind; against the blasphemous attacks of 
infidelity upon the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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and against the long but vain attempts to overthrow 
the truth and power of the plenary inspired record 
of the Bible. 

When the Lord reigns He reigns in righteousness, 
be it when He has universal sway or when He reigns 
without a rival in the heart of the individual. If the 
Lord reigns in your heart, then what is right in the 
eyes of God will be promoted with you in all your 
ways. This is the power ever present with the 
redeemed soul, and also, as you will observe in our 
chapter, everything is adjusted in moral order. 
How important it is to have all things in their moral 
order! Materialism has robbed the world of the 
sense of true values. Moral qualities are dis
counted in the conclaves of many and are rapidly 
losing their appeal in the minds of the rest. 

We warn our readers that not only are all things 
adjusted when Christ is in full control, but in the 
day of which our Scripture speaks things are finally 
fixed. Observe verses 5 and 6 : " The vile person 
shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said 
to be bountiful. For the vile person will speak 
villany, and his heart will work iniquity" With this 
agree the solemn and final words of Revelation 22, 
verse 11 : "He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still." 
Christ is the test and standard for every man. 
Without Christ means without hope. 

Whilst not failing, when necessary, to warn our 
readers, it is with joyous relief we turn to the comfort
ing account of what Christ as Man has effected, as 
is depicted for us in verse 2 : " And a man shall 
be . . ." Who is the Man ? Is it some superman ? 
Is it some dynamic personality leading men on to 
an illusory Utopia of political ideologies? Is he 
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another world teacher to be ranked alongside of 
famed philosophers or other such spinners of myths ? 
No, dear reader, this Man is God—God manifest in 
flesh. " In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." 
The Apostle John, from whose Gospel we have just 
quoted, presents Christ in His dignity and majesty, 
affirming over and over again the fact of His full 
Deity, yet no writer has such telling and touching 
references to the perfect Manhood of Christ. Is it 
not wonderful to you that God, in His work of 
judging sin and its author, and in His work of 
redemption for mankind, has been here on earth as 
Man ? What does it mean to you that Christ came, 
taking part in our nature without its sin, to endure 
God's holy wrath against sin so that He may be 
propitiated? And this propitiation has provided 
God with a righteous basis for the pronouncement 
of an absolute pardon of all sins to the person that 
believes on the Lord Jesus. This has been preached 
for hundreds of years, and millions of souls have 
found present and eternal peace with God through 
faith in His Son. You have heard and read such 
glad tidings probably scores of times—have you 
trusted in Christ ? Do you accept God's testimony 
as to His Son ? 

But then to return to the graphic yet homely 
language of verse 2. How well described is the 
holy wrath of God against sin; how well described 
is the tempestuous onslaught of sin; how well 
described is the unsatisfaction and dissatisfaction of 
a sinful life; how well described is the unrelenting 
power of sin in sin-wearied souls! 

But then, the believer, whilst being left here 
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where these things are, has in Christ a shelter from 
the wind and storm. 

The tempest's awful voice was heard, 
O Lord, it broke on Thee! 

Thine open bosom was my ward ; 
It bore the storm for me. 

In the midst of an arid desert of a Christ-rejecting 
world he has the unending refreshment and joy that 
Christ alone can afford—" as rivers of water in a 
dry place." Oh, how dry indeed! Oh, that man 
knew how vain are his pleasures, how unsatisfying! 
Truly a poet has written:— 

But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flow'r, its bloom is shed ; 
Or like the snow-falls in the river, 
A moment white—then melts for ever. 

Not so the unsullied joys the Saviour brings. Death
less, unrobbed by time's fleeting hours, increasing 
and ever yielding some fresh unfoldings of divine 
love, an ever-remaining comfort to stay the heart 
when perforce the sorrows of earth are tasted. 

Can we get our fellow men to realize the unrelent
ing drive of sin in their wearied souls! Christ is 
the Shadow of a great rock in a weary land. Can 
we not all imagine the restfulness of the cooling 
shadow of a towering rock after a toilsome journey 
in a land swept by the unsheltered heat of a tropical 
sun? The merciless drive of sin in the human 
breast is thus portrayed. But what a protecting 
Shadow is here, a Shadow that is substance indeed, 
for it remains for ever the deliverance for the cap
tives, the balm for the broken-hearted, the dignity-
imparting grace of freedom from sin! Our Scrip
ture says " a man shall be," as though, may we say, 
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He is waiting to be this for you. 
Now just a word as to the Spirit as referred to 

in verse 15. 
Let us say at once that the Spirit is a Divine 

Person, co-eternal and co-equal with the other two 
Divine Persons. He is not a mere influence. 
" The Spirit be poured upon us," the verse says. 
Does not this suggest the unreserved giving of God ? 
The Spirit is given of God to the believer. And 
what fruitfulness results—fruitfulness being the 
Spirit-promoted features of Christ! Where once 
these were lacking, now in the believer they abound. 
The wilderness is a fruitful field. Peace is there; 
quietness is there; assurance is there; righteousness 
is doing its work and is having its effects. Christ is 
being made great in the believer's heart, for the 
Lord said of the Spirit, " He shall glorify me : for 
he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you." 

We conclude with some questions to you. Let 
your heart be searched and answer them in the 
presence of your Saviour. 

Is Christ supreme in your soul ? 
Is Christ the Shelter and Satisfier of your heart ? 
Have you received the Holy Spirit ? 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

TWO SONS—THEIR LAST WORDS 

I NEVER speak of parents without recalling the 
cases of two fathers I have known. 

One lived on the banks of the Mississippi river. 
He was wealthy—rich in this world's goods. How 

little the world knows what true riches are! His son, 
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a bright boy, was out playing one day when a passing 
car knocked him down and ran over him. He was 
brought home dying. The father was sent for. 

He came hurriedly home and found the mother in 
deep distress. When he went into the room his boy 
was lying unconscious, pale and still. 

" Can nothing be done to save him ? " cried the 
father. 

" No," said the doctor," he is past help; he 
is dying." 

" Can nothing be done to bring him to conscious
ness ? He does not know he is dying." He knew 
he had never trained the boy to be ready for death. 

" We will try," said the doctor. 
In a little while the boy opened his eyes and looked 

around. The father bent over him, and said: 
" My boy, do you know you are dying ? " 
" Am I dying ? " said the boy. " Father, will 

you pray for me ? You have never prayed for me. 
Am I lost ? Oh, father, do pray for me." 

But the father could not pray; the doctor could 
not pray; and before a servant of Jesus Christ could 
be called he was dead! 

I knew another case, a direct contrast to the above. 
It was that of another father, who was a merchant 
in New York. His son was laid on a bed of sickness. 
One day when he came home from business, he found 
his wife in tears. 

" What's the matter ? " he asked. 
" Our boy has been taken much worse since you 

left this morning. The doctors say he is dying, and 
he does not know it," replied the mother. 

The father went into the sick room quietly, and 
approached the bed. Bending over his son, he said:— 
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" My boy, do you know you are dying—very 
likely to-day ? " 

The boy looked up into his father's loving face. 
" Dying, am I ? Is this dying ? Shall I die to
night ? " 

He was weeping for his son, the tears running 
down his cheeks. 

" Oh, father, don't weep for me; don't cry, 
father! When I die I am going to heaven, and when 
I get there I will go right up to Jesus and tell Him 
that it was through you I came there." 

Ah, my friends, I'd rather have my son bear a 
testimony like that to the throne of God than have 
all the riches, all the wealth, all the gold, all the 
jewels this world ever saw—yes, ten thousand times 
rather! I'd rather have my son an heir of the 
kingdom of heaven, and joint heir with Christ, than 
have him heir of the proudest monarch this world 
ever knew. " Heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ." Ah, that's an inheritance worth having, 
and that is what God offers to us! 

D. L. MOODY. 

ALONE WITH JESUS 
(Jeremiah 8. 22) 

A T Bethel or Peniel 
x V By night or by the well, 

To be alone with Jesus, 
Its virtue who can tell ? 

His Priestly eye upon me, 
My inmost heart lies bare, 

The leprosy of nature, 
The plague of sin, is there. 
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To be alone with Jesus, 
To see His holy eye 

Look down with deep compassion 
On one condemned to die; 

There is no scorn, or anger, 
He sees my helpless case; 

And I behold His glory, 
And fall before His face. 

To be alone with Jesus, 
To hear " without the gate " 

His cry of bitter sorrow 
" Forsaken," desolate; 

To see the " Fountain opened " 
Of sin-atoning Blood, 

For me, the guilty sinner, 
By Him, the Lamb of God. 

To be alone with Jesus ; 
To utter but the plea, 

" Lord, if thou wilt ? "—He answers, 
" I will "—and touches me. 

0 Saviour, now adoring, 
Before Thy pierced feet, 

My cleansed lips would utter 
The praises that are meet! 

Left in a world of sickness, 
Disease and death around, 

1 live to tell to others 
Where healing may be found. 

To every poor lost sinner, 
This is my earnest plea,— 

Oh, that thou wert with Jesus! 
He would recover thee. 

1816-1878 MRS. MARY J. WALKER. 
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THE HARVEST 
The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved. (Jer. 8 20.). 

MANY hands are at work, many methods of 
mechanised power are employed in the 
harvest fields—no time to be lost! the weather 

favourable—early morn 'till late at night—winter is 
approaching! This is the story that is vividly told 
as we watch the labourers gather in the crops to the 
granary and store houses. The food is to be main
tained, the population is to be fed throughout the 
ensuing months of winter. The blessed God has 
provided abundantly of His goodness to His crea
tures, but, alas! many are forgetting Him, slighting 
Him, ignoring Him. Are you in this class ? If so, 
I ask for your attention. 

Another harvest is being reaped, a harvest that 
commenced well nigh 2000 years ago when the Lord 
Jesus Christ was crucified upon Calvary's Cross. 
There, taking up the question of your sins and mine 
when He paid sin's penalty so dread in order that 
you and I, being lost, guilty sinners, at a distance 
from God, might be forgiven, be delivered from the 
power of Satan, and brought to God, to know Him 
as a Saviour God. Are you among the many 
thousands that are being gathered into God's 
granary? Oh! dear reader, I appeal to you, I 
would be urgent with you, don't delay, it is a favour
able day, a well-accepted time. The blessed God 
has provided everything in Jesus for your present 
and eternal blessing. Will you accept Him? 

You may have refused Him until now, but still 
God in His marvellous grace and mercy is giving 
you the opportunity of accepting Christ as your own 

81 



precious Saviour. The reaping of this harvest is 
nearing completion—we want you to be gathered in. 
The Lord Jesus is about to come any moment to 
gather together all those who love Him and take 
us to be with Himself for eternity. Will you be 
there, friend? or will you be outside to spend 
eternity without Christ? How solemn to be 
like a lonely stalk of wheat left behind in the field to 
be battered by the storms and rains of winter when 
the rest of the sheaves have been safely gathered in 
to the warmth of the store house! If you pass out 
of this world unsaved you will come under the 
unsparing judgment of God—without a ray of hope. 
How terrible your cry will be—"the harvest is 
passed, the summer is ended and we are not saved!" 

Accept Jesus now as your own Saviour and come 
into all the wealth of blessing that God has for 
you! 

Bangor A. MCGRATH • 

AN IMPORTANT PERSONAL 
QUESTION 

" What shall J do then with Jesus, which is called 
Christ ? " (Matt. 27. 22). 

THIS question is one of the most search
ing questions asked and recorded for the 
consideration of every man, woman, and child, 

because of the vital issue that is to be faced and 
settled. None are exempt. IMPORTANT be
cause of this very issue raised, that brings the soul 
to face the question of eternity; PERSONAL 
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because it is to every soul of man; none can answer 
for another; there can be no delegate, nor can it 
be answered by proxy. 

You, dear reader, must answer it for yourself, 
and that to God. The all-important thing is your 
decision as to how you receive the gracious presenta
tion of the Lord Jesus with all the grace and blessing 
that is in His heart for your personal and eternal 
blessing. To refuse is to make you liable to the 
awful judgment that will be the only result of all 
who refuse God's offer of mercy. Is it not wise, 
then, to consider this vital question? How will 
you answer ? 

You may say the question was asked and settled 
about 1900 years ago. It was. But how? And 
what was the result?—Judgment. The guilty 
nation is still suffering for the rejection of Jesus the 
Christ; they said: " Crucify Him." It is true 
this was centuries ago, but have you thought why 
the Holy Spirit has seen to it that it is, to this very 
day, an integral part of the Holy Scriptures—the 
Word of God? Not one person can escape the 
question, and it is all the more important and urgent 
that it should be faced, for the day of grace and 
boundless blessing will soon close. There is every 
indication that this is so, and the very One, the 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ, then treated as a criminal 
and unfit to live, will soon come in power and glory; 
first to take to Himself all who have trusted Him for 
their soul salvation. His precious blood was shed 
to save them, and if you believe on Him He will 
be your Saviour, saving you from sin and its terrible 
consequences and giving deliverance and peace— 
peace with God, and the precious Gift of the Holy 
Spirit. After this the door will be shut and then 
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another question arises : on which side of the door 
will you be? Inside, in all the eternal joy and 
blessing ? or outside, when too late ? If the latter, 
you will hear Him say, " I never knew you." Awful 
to contemplate! 

Yet another question may be asked: What can 
you do WITHOUT Him? Will you, can you do 
without Him ? You may go on year after year in a 
false sense of security but beware—the devil is in 
this! When your time comes to pass off the scene 
will you be able to do without this precious Saviour, 
your only hope of forgiveness, peace, and eternal 
blessing ? Be wise : prayerfully and soberly consider 
how you personally will answer this question! Accept 
the Lord Jesus now while it is " the acceptable year of 
the Lord," while the door of mercy and blessing 
is wide open. 

Finally, see how God Himself received the return
ing* repentant son, and covered him with kisses, 
so expressive of His joy in receiving Him back. 
May this be your happy experience! God the 
Father is waiting to receive you and Christ died to 
save you. 

Dawlish H. BANKS 

ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(9) 

IT is probably true to say, even to-day, that 
Isaiah's fifty-third chapter is one of the best 
known passages in the Holy Scriptures. How 

many souls have found their way out of the dark way 
of sin into the eternal day of heaven's light and bless
edness we do not know, as beyond count the number 
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must be. But we do know that the word has not lost 
its converting power, and we are confident that while 
the day of grace runs its now almost finished course, 
souls will be delivered from sin and death through 
its teaching. You, dear unconverted reader, we 
trust will receive such help through its ministry now 
that you will by faith enrich that harvest of souls, 
the fruit of the travail of His soul, contributing to 
love's compensating answer to His unfathomed 
sufferings, that He shall indeed be satisfied. 

We have passed over many chapters since our 
last paper, chapters rich in unfoldings of the glorious 
Saviour : a panorama moving before our eyes of the 
ways, the compassions, the pardons, yea, and the 
stern judgments of God. We have paused at this 
delightful chapter. Its language is simple, yet 
profound, dealing as it does with the depths of 
divine love displayed in the Son of God on earth— 
a love that gave Him to taste wrath without relief; 
a love in which for us He went to the lowest depths ; 
a love in which He has been exalted to the highest 
heights of the universe of God. 

The chapter is full of Christ as God's Servant, 
fully establishing the will of Deity; it is full of 
Christ as the sinner's Saviour, fully establishing a 
basis for complete pardon to be given to the sinner 
that believes. 

We ask : From what standpoint are the utterances 
of the passage being made ? We answer : They are 
the utterances of believers making a confession of 
their one-time sinfulness and now of their blessed
ness through the Lord Jesus, and in it all extolling 
the excellencies unmatched of their Lord. 

We write for the sinner: long enough have you 
hid your face from Christ; long enough have you 
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despised Him; long enough have you been in the 
ranks of men that reject Christ. Turn your face 
towards Him: He is now in glory, but He was the 
Man of sorrows. Surely He has borne your griefs : 
surely His sufferings, His death, His dying, the 
Just for you the unjust, are going to make their 
appeal to your conscience and heart, and, who can 
say, perhaps their last appeal! Take your place 
with these innumerable confessors. 

Christ is not now on the Cross, He is the Man in 
the glory, but the word of the Cross is being preached: 
that is, what God has effected for His own glory and 
for your blessing in the Cross of Christ. The 
preaching of a crucified Man as the hope of human
ity may be foolish to the wise of this age, but it is to 
us who are saved the power of God; it is Christ the 
wisdom and power of God. God has chosen the 
foolishness of the preaching to save them that be
lieve. The Cross is the end of man's wisdom and 
man's vain attempts by religious works to cleanse his 
soul from sin. It demonstrates the futility of all 
man's efforts to right the evils that are occurrent. 
It removes the fallen race of Adam from before 
the eyes of God. Only Christ is before God now— 
the second Man, the last Adam, the Saviour and 
Head of a new created race in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Oh, what a difference when you look upon 
Christ in glory and apprehend the teaching of His 
Cross! 

What is the confession of the believer ? " All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way." These are the words 
of people who have learned this fact in the death of 
Christ. It is written that you may come to this 
judgment of yourself in your soul. " Every one to 
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his own way." How right our own way appears! 
How manly we think it is to insist on going our own 
way, but how incapable we are of judging what is 
right! We weigh matters up in the faulty balances 
of fallen man, weighted in favour of sin. The 
unerring balances of God weigh the actions of men, 
and these prove us to have strayed, sadly strayed, 
from God's righteousness. Accept the testimony 
of God as to yourself and as to His Christ. Refuse 
the mythology of so-called advanced thought. Let 
us get back to the old paths : therein is our salvation 
and happiness for time and eternity. 

The believer gazes with faith's adoring eyes on the 
Cross of Christ and in reverent and thankful tones 
proclaims, " But He was wounded for our trans
gressions." He was sinless, but He was bearing 
sin's judgment. " I," the believer says, " could not 
have endured the righteous judgment of God against 
my sin." If God had acted in judgment alone then 
all would have been lost. But He has acted in love 
as well; He has devised a means whereby every 
feature and attribute of His nature could remain 
unimpaired and yet justify him who believes in 
Jesus. " He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes 
we are healed." 

We ask our readers to think upon this four-fold 
expression of the work of sin in the human heart, 
and the four-fold expression of the work of Christ 
to redeem the human heart. Transgressions—the » 
violation of the law. Iniquities—the violation of the 
creature's representation of the Creator. Chastise
ment of our peace—the violation of the confidence 
between God and man. By His stripes we are 
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healed—violation of the holiness of God. Thus sin 
makes a man mutinous against God; makes him 
inconsistent with his Creator; makes him an 
enemy to God and puts him at distance from Him; 
breaks man in body and soul leaving him spiritually 
diseased. 

The wounding, the bruising, the chastisement, 
and the stripes of Christ display the wondrous love 
and mercy of our Lord Jesus in taking up our case 
and dying for the ungodly that we might live. 

We plead with you to flee your sin, believing on 
the Lord Jesus now. Later on may be too late. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN 

ROCKS AHEAD! 

SOME months ago a very large liner of a well-
known shipping organization set out on her 
maiden voyage. She had just come from the 

builders' hands and was almost the last word in 
naval architectural skill and internal amenities. 

Costing a very large sum, it came as a great shock 
to her owners when it became known that she had 
become totally wrecked by striking some unsus
pected submerged rocks. Leaving this country, 
after an enthusiastic send-off, it was never imagined 
that tragedy lay ahead and that she would never 
come back. 

On board danger was not suspected and compla
cency appeared to be the order of the day. Subse
quently, at the official inquiry, it was decided by the 
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Court that there had been a lack of care in the 
determining of the ship's course. 

The foregoing prompts many thoughts and 
exercises. As human beings we are daily travelling 
on the " voyage" of life. What shall the end 
thereof be ? Are we sailing on uncharted seas ? 

Whilst talking to a certain gentleman of repute 
sometime ago a well-known personality passed by. 
Said the writer to the gentleman referred to : " That 
man is sailing along the voyage of life on uncharted 
seas," to which reply was made : " that's it exactly," 
and confirmed it by certain incidents. Not long 
after his tragic death was reported, following a 
misspent life. Though clever, his life was a moral 
wreck. 

Yes, there are " Rocks Ahead " for all those who 
deride the Word of God and despise all warnings. 

The Holy Scriptures provide a perfect and in
fallible chart for our course here, and positively 
involving " Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment," a 
course that will end in GLORY. 

" Neither is there salvation in any other : for there 
is none other Name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved " (Acts 4. 12). " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and THOU SHALT be 
saved and thy house " (Acts 16. 31). Decide NOW! 

Rocks ahead! Rocks ahead! We would appeal 
especially to the young. The " Course " may seem 
fair, safe, and inviting, but the Rocks (hidden and 
seductive influences) may be close at hand with 
dangerous potentialities for older ones also. 

Millions more are lost every year on the " sea of 
life " than on the actual seas. 

One who finished his course with joy could write : 
" I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
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course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
His appearing " (2 Tim. 4. 7-8). 

To Him I look, while still I run, 
My never-failing Friend; 

Finish, He will, the work begun, 
And grace in glory end. 

J. F. GARLAND 

PRISON WALL LINES 
Lines written by a Covenanter on the wall of his cell, 

the morning of his execution. 

My last sim has risen, 
It is far on its way ; 

My soul quits her prison 
Ere the close of the day; 

Farewell hours of sorrow, 
I shall know you no more, 

Ere day dawn tomorrow 
Our union is o'er. 

A bright ray is glowing 
O'er the river of death; 

I fear not its flowing, 
With that light for my path; 

Blest beam of His tracing, 
O'er the gloom of that river, 

Who its horrors embracing 
Has calmed it for ever. 
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WHITHER ? 

AS I write, the dry autumn leaves are swept 
along the rain-washed road by the blustering 
wind and flung into the air confusedly like 

helpless birds in a hurricane, and whither ? 
The mountain torrent dashes along its boulder-

strewn course in the strength of last night's deluge, 
carrying with it broken branches, detached roots, 
stones, debris ; all are rushed along—whither ? 

High in the stormy heavens every form of fantastic 
cloud-form is speeded eastward in fury as if to a 
known destination—but—whither ? 

In the field across the road the village hearse 
stands behind a hedge waiting to be called into 
service. Another corpse will be carried away, 
solemnly buried, and the soul will go—whither ? 

Long ago an eastern patriarch sat in his misery 
and affliction and said: " I go whence I shall not 
return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow 
of death; A land of darkness as darkness itself, 
and of the shadow of death, without any order, and 
where the light is as darkness " (Job 10. 21, 22). 

This lament may well describe the outlook of 
many souls to-day. It is certainly true of every one 
upon whom the light of Christ has not shone. They 
drift on through life, swept in the current of daily 
affairs and are carried helplessly forward, yet 
knowing not whither, they go. 

Does anyone know? Can anyone tell? Must 
new generations follow, grow, flourish, disappear, 
yet know not whither they go ? 

To all such questions there is an answer, and it 
comes from Christ, who alone could say: " I know 
whence I came and whither I go." But between His 
coming and His going there is reared up something 
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for all to consider, and that is the Cross of 
Christ. Like the heavens above it has no tongue 
nor language, yet its voice is heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth and 
their words to the end of the world. The same is 
true of the Cross of Christ. The heavens declare 
the glory of God and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork. So does the Cross of Christ. 

There the Saviour died, the just for the unjust, 
to bring us to God. 

There He died for our sins that He might deliver 
us from the coming wrath. 

There He shed His precious blood that man might 
be redeemed, and that the blood of Jesus Christ 
might cleanse from every sin. 

Having made purgation for sins He sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

God was perfectly and eternally satisfied with the 
work accomplished. 

Now, instead of future darkness, present doubt, 
and perplexity, God offers light, certainty and 
assurance to all men in Christ Jesus. 

Is it not noticeable that after days of stormy, 
dark weather when the sun bursts through the grey 
clouds, filling all with light and beauty, how people 
look up ? They love to see the sun. 

The sun shines now indeed. It is written in 
Genesis that God made that great light to rule the 
day and be a sign. It is a sign of Christ—the 
centre and dispenser of light and blessing for man's 
soul. The light of forgiveness is in that shining. 
Look up then, look to Him—the One in whose face 
God's glory shines and you will soon know whither 
you are travelling. It will not be into the gloom and 
darkness of the unknown. 
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When here the Lord Jesus said to Simon Peter: 
" Whither I go thou canst not follow Me now, but 
thou shalt follow Me afterwards." The same 
Peter began by falling down before Jesus, crying: 
" Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

We must all begin at that point. It is the first 
step. There must be the heartfelt recognition that 
I am an inveterate sinner, and the open confession 
of Christ as Lord and Saviour. Then all the full 
unclouded light of God, breaking through every 
mist of doubt, and through every cloud of unbelief 
will shine in its comfort and blessing upon every 
step of the soul's progress through the vicissitudes of 
life here, right on into a blissful eternity with Christ. 

Coniston H. R. WILKINSON 

WHICH WORLD? 

THE last words of Sir Henry Wotton, Provost of 
Eton College, in 1637, as he drew near his end 
were, " I draw near to the harbour that will 

secure me from all the future storms and waves of 
this restless world; and I praise God I am willing 
to leave it and expect a better—that world wherein 
' dwelleth righteousness '—and I long for it." 

If this devoted servant of Christ could speak of 
this world as being restless, how much more so to-day, 
although more than three hundred years have passed 
since his day. Men are still rushing on headlong 
into eternity, building their hopes upon a world that 
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is under God's judgment, that world that will soon 
be shaken despite the effort of men to save their 
kingdoms and to retain themselves in them, using 
every known destructive force to attain their end. 
How true is the written word, " Destruction and 
misery are in their ways ; And the way of peace have 
they not known." 

But there is another world already referred to 
" wherein dwelleth righteousness." Millions of 
believers on the Lord Jesus have been prepared and 
willing to exchange this restless world for a better; 
to bid farewell to storms and waves, tumult and 
agitation. The joy and peace of knowing their sins 
forgiven has given them a glorious outlook. 

Are you, my friend, prepared to leave all that this 
world can afford? Remember, death may overtake 
you—judgment will follow in its wake, and then 
remorse will haunt you forever, in blackness and 
darkness—tormented day and night, " where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched." 

Prepare to meet thy God now! Such was 
Jehovah's word to Israel, such is the word to you. 
Rise up and face this question now, ere the cold 
relentless hand of death grips you! Remember, oh, 
remember, that Jesus died to save you! He died 
to set you free. He died that you might have life. 
He rose from the dead to prove God's satisfaction 
in the great work of redemption, which He accom
plished. He has gone into heaven, a victorious and 
triumphant Saviour. Will you not bow at His 
feet? 

Indianapolis, U.S.A. E. I. EMERSON 
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ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(10) 

LAST month we touched lightly on some of the 
profound statements of chapter 53, describing 
the unfathomable sufferings of our Redeemer 

and the ever blessed results of His Cross and Resur
rection to the believer. 

In chapter 54 we have the ultimate blessing of 
God's earthly people—Israel; our prophet, with 
fervid pen, exultant, in the restored land, the re
stored blessing, the restored relationship with God. 
The long years of her scattering, the seemingly 
endless national suffering—crushed, down-trodden, 
hated; all the inevitable consequence of the nation's 
refusal of God, its rebellion against the Messiah, 
its religious, yet murderous hatred against the 
Christ who had come to save, now referred to in the 
full joy of God's redemption in mercy as, " For a 
small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid 
My face from thee for a moment; but with ever
lasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
the Lord thy Redeemer." What a God! What a 
Saviour! Wise, powerful, gracious, love! Why, 
O man, why do you not turn to such a Saviour? 
Repent and believe! 

This chapter of Eternal Security adds its attrac
tiveness to the next chapter, the chapter of Invitation, 
as we describe chapter 55. 

In that portion of Scripture God asks you a 
question. " Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread ? and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not ? " You will understand that while 
material things are spoken of they are but vivid 
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descriptions of what is far more important, spiritual 
and moral things. 

Why the inordinate desire for the sinful concoc
tions of this life ? It is the wholesome bread of the 
Word of God that you need. Why dissipate your 
energies in the realm of human endeavour in the 
unrequited quest for astisfaction, when the heart 
and mind are alone truly happy whilst engaged in 
the realm of divine accomplishments? Those are 
the questions you must answer; you have evaded 
them long enough. Answer now and answer to 
God. 

The invitation is from God and begins with an 
arresting cry, " Ho!" An arresting cry indeed, for 
the matter of your eternal happiness, not to say your 
peace now, is an urgent one. The power of sin, the 
deceptiveness of sin hurling you along the broad 
road to destruction necessitates the loud, imperative 
cry of the Lord to you. 

The invitation is to whom ? " To every one that 
thirsteth." Spiritual thirst indeed. The water of 
life is proffered, without which life is impossible. 
How thirsty is the unbeliever! Parched in heart, 
withered in mind; shrivelled, inarticulate of throat 
in sinful incapacity of response to God, gasping in a 
frantic search for something that may be wrung 
out of life that might seemingly offer refreshment 
for the whole arid moral being of the man. But 
oh! how simple is the munificent offer of our God— 
just " come to the waters." Waters of life abun
dantly flowing in their crystal purity from a glorified 
Christ—once humbled, once crucified, once buried, 
but now risen and ascended. Waters of life flowing 
into the believer's heart by the irresistible power of 
the Holy Spirit, flooding the soul with the refresh-
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ment of divine love, begetting an ever-abounding 
love to God and man in that once parched heart— 
purifying the mind and lighting it up with the shining 
of Christ. The mind not now withered, but 
renewed, enriched, able to think soberly with balanced 
discernment of all things in their relation to the 
revealed knowledge of God. No longer the sin-
imposed inarticulation of praise and worship to 
divine Persons, but the pouring out in the power of 
the Spirit of God of the overflowing affections of an 
ever-grateful heart for mercy thus shown, and with 
lips divinely graced crying in spiritual emotion, 
" Abba, Father " ; and with it all the calm, restful, 
satisfied mien of the redeemed, Spirit-filled believer. 

The appealing invitation of our God continues : 
" come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price." Oh, yes! 
it has to be bought, but money cannot buy it, 
neither can it be priced. You say, " But how can 
I buy it ? " It is a matter of realizing your need 
and realizing that in God's priceless salvation alone 
can that need be supplied. If you do not feel the 
pressure of your sin, if you are not aware of an 
unsatisfied heart, you will not value Christ and His 
work. Let us hasten to say that the pressure of sin 
is indeed on you and that you have an unsatisfied 
heart, but your knowing of it depends upon your 
opened ear to the Word of God; your case is then 
rightly diagnosed. Let the Word of God have its 
way with you ere it is too late. There is merciful
ness, forgiveness from God for the soul convicted 
of its sinfulness when on this side of the grave. If 
unforgiven before you die, there will certainly be 
conviction the other side of the grave, but there 
there is no forgiveness. It is appointed unto men 
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once to die, but after this the judgment. So " buy
ing " is a matter of a right assessment of the whole 
situation—your need and God's supply. 

The bountiful forgiveness of God is offered to 
men for their acceptance, because God has been 
propitiated in the death of Christ. God has ade
quately, according to His holy nature, dealt with sin 
in the death of Christ—the spotless, undefiled Son 
of God. All the efficacy of that Cross is now for the 
believer. The cost, the tremendous cost has been 
paid. Pardon and satisfaction, complete and eternal, 
is thus for us without money and without price. 

Thine the cost and Thine the suff'ring, 
Thine the cross and shame ; 

Ours the never-ending blessing 
Through Thy precious Name. 

Now read verses 6 and 7 of our chapter. " Seek 
ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon 
Him while He is near." He is near you, He is 
within your reach, and you are urged to call upon 
Him. Before ever God invited men to come to 
Him He Himself has come to them. His coming to 
man has exposed the human race in its wicked ways 
and its unrighteous thoughts, and at the same time 
He is the point of attraction towards which the 
repentant sinner draws near. Thus he seeks ; thus 
he forsakes his wicked way; thus he forsakes his 
unrighteous thoughts. In turning unto the Lord 
the sinner finds not rebuke but mercy; in turning 
to our God he is abundantly pardoned. There is 
no mistake about the pardon; it is not partial, it is 
not mere forgiveness; it is being made entirely 
suitable for the presence of God eternally. 

Oh, friend! call upon Him. Whosoever shall 
call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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Soberly and with unfeigned love for the souls of 
our fellow men we ask you to observe the two warn
ing words—" while He may be found," " while 
He is near." Clearly, then, there will be a time 
when He is not to be found, when He will not be near. 

Life alone is found in Jesus ; happiness, true 
happiness is found alone in Him : happiness now 
and eternally. Can you, nay, dare you trifle with 
this most momentous matter, the eternal destiny 
of your never-dying soul ? Are you content to be 
for ever unattached, unresponsive to your Creator-
Redeemer God? Surely not! Then call upon 
Him now while He is near. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN 

WATCHING 
• Oh watch for the morning, 

The day star appears! 
For Jesus is coming 

To dry all our tears. 
Begone thy forebodings, 

The heart may be pained, 
But He who has loved us 

Is coming again. 
The earth is disquieted 

And there is no peace, 
But Christ is soon coming 

And turmoil will cease. 
Then He whose right is it 

Will then hold full sway, 
His glorious presence 

Will brighten that day. 
Indianapolis, U.S.A. E. I. EMERSON 
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INFIDELITY V. CHRISTIANITY 

INFIDELITY has nothing to comfort or cheer the 
heart in life or in death. 

When I was preaching in Quebec some years 
ago, I heard of a young woman who had been induced 
to give up Christianity for infidelity. But shortly 
afterwards a fatal disease brought her to her death
bed, where she was visited by one of her infidel 
friends, who said to her, " Hold fast! " But looking 
at him with scorn, she said, in the most withering 
manner, " You have taken everything from me, and 
given me nothing to hold fast by!" 

Christianity puts before us a divine Person, and 
teaches the blessed certainty that through His 
glorious Person, and blessedly-finished work, all who 
believe in Him, and have faith in His blood, are 
forgiven; they have redemption through His blood 
are saved by grace, are sealed with the Holy Spirit, 
are children of God through faith in Christ, are 
members of Christ's body, and are made meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. Such have no 
future but the glory; and whilst waiting with longing 
hearts for Christ to come and take them to His and 
their Father's home, they seek to five and act so as 
to please and glorify Him. 

Oh! " What think ye of Christ ? " Can you say 
of Him, "My Spirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour" ? 
Do be in earnest about your precious soul's eternal 
salvation; submit yourself to the Son of God, and 
everlasting life shall be yours now, and everlasting 
glory with Christ soon. 

H. M. HOOKE 
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EMANCIPATION 
(Heb. 2. 14-17) 

IN the year 1863 a great movement was set in 
motion in the U.S.A., resulting in the reform 
known as the Emancipation of the Slaves Act. 

Previous to this, William Wilberforce had laboured 
in this country with a view to the abolition of the 
slave trade, and 1807 witnessed the passing of an 
act on similar lines. In the years 1833-1838 further 
efforts were also made and a large number of slaves 
were liberated in the West Indies and slavery was 
abolished in India. 

All this is a matter for deep thanksgiving as show
ing the awakening of public conscience touching the 
indifferent relations then existing 'twixt man and 
man! But there is another much more serious form 
of slavery which we do well to consider, and that is, 
as betwixt man and Satan! The Word of God 
draws attention to it, speaking as it does of those 
who are servants to sin (John 8. 34), and if 
servants to sin, then surely servants to the devil 
(Rom. 6. 16). This is a terrible reality. 

The message of God's grace comes to us in view of 
our being liberated that we may live to God. We 
cannot liberate ourselves, nor can we liberate one 
another. Satan's power is such as only God can 
deal with. The gospel comes to assure us how 
Christ has encountered Satan, broken his power, 
and, in consequence, is able to liberate everyone 
who is desirous of being set free! 

Dear reader, are you yet in this terrible bondage 
of Satan's power—serving sin, pleasing yourself, 
and without any thought from day to day as to what 
is due from you to God ? We have been given our 
lives in order that we might live to God, to serve 
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Him, and to be for His pleasure. (See Rev. 4. 11.) 
Oh, take sober account of where you find yourself 

in this great matter, and turn to Christ, who in view 
of your blessing was prepared to suffer and die, 
involving the shedding of His precious atoning blood 
without which there is no remission! (Heb. 9. 22). 

The priceless opportunity of turning to God in 
repentance and of exercising faith toward the Lord 
Jesus is yet open to all! What of yourself? 

Wilt thou come, or wilt thou linger ? 
'Tis the Saviour calls ; 

Death and darkness are around thee; 
Sin enthralls. 

Thou may'st come! the vilest sinner 
May in Christ confide; 

Thou art welcome, for to save thee 
Jesus died. 

Bristol. W. B. HARRIS. 

IS IT NOTHING TO YOU? 
(John Newton's Conversion) 

THIS question occurs in the Book of the Lamenta
tions of Jeremiah, chapter 1, verse 12. It is a 
question addressed to those who " pass by," 

and who are exhorted to " behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto 
Me . . . in the day of His fierce anger." 

It is on record of John Newton, a young man en
gaged in the most reprehensible and debasing of all 
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trades—the African Slave Trade—that when he 
heard this question it made such an impression upon 
him that he seemed to have gone into a trance and 
he envisioned Christ on the cross ; it became so real 
to him that his heart seemed broken. He thought 
he saw on the uplifted cross the Holy One against 
whom he uttered his vile and blasphemous epithets. 

As he gazed upon " that Sight" he beheld the 
face " that was not hid from shame and spitting " ; 
" whose form was marred more than the sons of 
men " ; that sacred Head encircled with a crown of 
thorns; those sad yet loving eyes, appealing and 
tear-dimmed, which seemed to pierce into his inner
most being. 

Is . . i t . . nothing . . to . . You ? 

The Holy Spirit made the vision very real to 
Newton; and in chastened, condemned, and hum
bled mind he confessed his sins, and the erstwhile 
blasphemer accepted the offer of pardon and peace. 
Having a poetic turn of mind, he has given his ex
perience in verse:— 

In evil long I took delight, 
Unawed by shame or fear, 

'Till a new object met my sight 
And stopped my wild career. 

I saw One hanging on a tree 
In agonies and blood; 

Methought He turned His eyes on me 
As near the cross I stood. 

Another look He gave which said, 
I freely all forgive j 

This blood was for thy ransom paid, 
I died that thou might'st live! 
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The Name he once used in blasphemy now became 
the sweetest Name on earth. He wrote his new and 
happy experience in a hymn, which may be found in 
many hymn books and millions have been thrilled 
with joy when singing it, as it expresses their love 
and personal devotion to Him whose Name is above 
every name:— 

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 

Sel. 

ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
( i i ) 

IF proof is wanted that man is a fallen creature 
our prophet-evangelist provides it in his descrip
tions of the waywardness and the wilfulness of 

the people of Israel while yet in most favourable 
earthly conditions. Environment has no trans
forming moral effect upon man. His outward 
conduct may adapt itself to whatever surroundings 
he finds himself in, but generally he conditions his 
environment to his moral nature. Herein lies the 
futility of all political or reformatory effort to improve 
man; they can but touch what is outward. Cura
tive work must proceed from within. 

One of the many descriptive passages of this truth 
is chapter 59 of Isaiah. In it there is shown that 
there is no lack with God. His ability to bless, 
His power to save, His readiness to hear the cry of 
need remain undiminished; mercy from God is as 
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full as ever it was. His hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save, neither is His ear heavy that it cannot 
hear. 

But our chapter describes the state of affairs 
among the people then as indeed among men to-day. 
There is murder and the spirit of murder (your 
hands defiled with blood); every detail of man's 
work too plainly demonstrating how inconsistent the 
creature is with his Creator (your fingers defiled 
with iniquity); deceiving one another, glorying in 
what is false (your lips speak lies); God's thoughts, 
God's ways, God's rights forsaken (your tongue hath 
muttered perverseness). 

What a sweeping but a divine judgment of man 
in one verse of Scripture! This exposure of fallen 
man is enlarged upon through the chapter. A care
ful reading will convince how apposite is the descrip
tion to the moral condition of the world to-day. 

But how is all this to be reconciled with our 
earlier statement as to the undiminished power of 
God to save ? The answer is in verse 2—" But 
your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that 
he will not hear." That verse solves all the 
problems that confront men to-day. Have they 
eyes to see? Have you eyes to see that sin has 
made an unbridgeable gulf between the soul of man 
and God ? While this dark distance remains, matters 
in the human heart, relations between nations will 
never be right. Man must be right with God first, 
then all other issues fall into line. 

We have said that the gulf is unbridgeable—that 
is, man cannot bridge it and neither can he remove it. 
This, of course, is a blow to human pride and 
destroys the vain hope of propitiating God by 
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religious observances ; but it opens the way for God 
to act according to His own counsel because of His 
great love, answerable to no one but His own blessed 
nature why He thus operates. 

Has the gulf been bridged? Nay, it has been 
removed. The eternal satisfaction of the holiness of 
God, and the eternal security of the believer in 
Jesus, would never be assured by a mere bridge 
over the chasm of everlasting judgment. The race 
of man that sinned and made that gulf has been 
removed in the death of Christ, God thus affecting 
reconciliation for the believer now and " for all 
things " later. There exists now for God a new 
creation, untouchable by sin or death. Every 
Christian is included in that unfallen and indestruc
tible creation, for it is all of Christ. "And, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself', by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable and unreprove-
able in his sight" (Col. i. 20-22.) 

Returning to chapter 59 of Isaiah, verses 16-21, 
we read of some interesting details of this great 
work. There was no man, no intercessor; the 
human race without the means within itself for 
recovery. But the glorious news we publish for 
your acceptance is that Salvation has come from 
God, the God against whom we have sinned. 
Instead of immediate and deserved judgment there 
is redemption through the blood of Christ; instead 
of the relentless power of sin gripping our minds, 
there is Salvation. His own Arm brought salvation 
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unto Him; and His righteousness, it sustained Him. 
Oh! our need is great, and to have that need divinely 
satisfied is great indeed; but let us not forget that 
the greatest factor in the whole plan of salvation is 
the satisfaction for God—the salvation is unto Him. 
Forgiveness of sins, justification and reconciliation 
are great facts, but they only clear the soul that the 
greatest of all things, worshipping God, may be 
brought about. Salvation is a positive matter, and 
we are only in its fullness when we are among the 
true worshippers, they who worship God in spirit 
and truth. 

The righteousness of God sustained Christ here 
in manhood. The rights of God His one objective, 
the great sustainer through His pathway of reproach, 
and in His unremitting toil among men—the stay of 
His heart in the presence of false accusation— 
enduring the Cross, with its unfathomed, unparalleled 
agony, because of the joy set before Him. In His 
mighty resurrection and His glorious ascension He 
has established the righteousness of God for ever. 
Every moral issue resolved in accordance with the 
righteous and holy nature of God—a sure basis upon 
which God can declare a full pardon to all who are 
of the faith of Jesus. 

Fain would our pen flow on, but a word now as 
to the Spirit of the Lord, the great Protector of the 
fruit of Christ's sufferings. " When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood "—for he will indeed; his 
malignant will is ever opposed to Christ and to 
those who are His, but the Spirit raises a standard 
against him. Let the believer yield to the Spirit of 
the Lord. In His power alone will he be preserved 
and overcome all enemies with the banner of the 
truth still triumphantly held aloft. 
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The permanency of the work of God in a scene of 
moral failure, and may not we say " the final perse
verance of the saints," is shown in the last verse of 
our chapter. So be encouraged; commit your soul 
to Christ; rejoice in present and eternal salvation. 
How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation! 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

TELL ME THE STORY OF JESUS 

AN Army Officer who had been brought up in a 
Christian home, but like many others in 
similar circumstances, while knowing about 

the Lord Jesus did not know Him as his own per
sonal Saviour, was the victim of an incurable com
plaint. He was well liked by his men, but on the 
advice of the Medical Officer he had to journey 
higher and higher into the Himalayas in order, as 
the air became more clarified, he would be better 
able to breathe. 

The moment came when the complaint from which 
he was suffering could be warded off no longer, and 
he was being carried back to the plains to die. While 
resting on the way, he noticed a little distance off 
another white man's encampment, and ordered one 
of his bearers to ascertain who the white man was. 
To his surprise and joy it was a chaplain whom he 
well knew who had been into the hill country 
but had met with an accident and was also being 
carried down. At the dying officer's request, the 
chaplain was brought to see him. After greeting 
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one another, the dying man made this request— 
" Tell me the story of Jesus." 

How sweet a story, how gladdening to the heart 
of the believer to hear such a request! How delight
ful to the chaplain to be able to do so! How wonder
ful was the mercy of God to give this poor dying 
man this opportunity! What a God He is! How 
He longs to be gracious! How long suffering! How 
He lingers in order to give men an opportunity to 
turn to Him! 

It may be, dear reader, that you have heard the 
story of Jesus many times and have not yet given 
your heart to Him. It may be you are not like this 
officer we have referred to. It may be you are 
robust and healthy. Have you ever thanked God 
for it ? Every good gift, everything we enjoy in the 
way of food, health, sunshine, is given from God for 
our blessing, yet how little we think of it. Above 
all, He has given His only begotten Son—this same 
Jesus of whom the Bible speaks so much, to die for 
us. Why? Dear friend, have you ever seen your 
true place before God as a lost, undone sinner? 
Whether we admit it or not, that is the position of 
every man, woman or child born into this scene. 
But God has found a ransom. See Job 33. 24, 
which speaks prophetically of the One who paid the 
Ransom price so that man may be delivered from 
going into the pit. 

Have you ever pictured the Lord Jesus as He 
hung on Calvary's tree, and viewing Him there, 
have you ever said : " He suffered thus for me" ? 
Have you accepted Him as your own personal 
Saviour ? Be wise, while you yet have opportunity. 

F. W. DOLING. 
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NOT RELIGION BUT A PERSON 

" It is not a question of religion but of a Person— 
the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself 
for us" 

SUCH was the statement of a famous and much 
respected General, who faithfully declared his 
confidence in God and reverence for His Word 

as also his heartfelt trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His atoning work. 

How many persons regard Christianity as merely 
a religion with no conception of the glorious fact 
that it all relates to a divine Person! 

Mere formal religion is a cold, lifeless thing. But 
when the soul is drawn to trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who once suffered for sins the just for the 
unjust that He might bring us to God, the affections 
are drawn out to the One who wrought so wondrously 
for our eternal Salvation. Such can say in all 
humility: " We love Him because He first loved us." 

True peace and joy can alone be known by those 
whose faith is centred in this glorious Person. Trust 
in Him alone. 

You will then prove for yourself personally that " it 
is not a question of religion but of a Person—the 
Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me." 

A. E. BIRD. 
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"TURN YE, TURN YE FROM YOUR EVIL 
WAYS FOR WHY WILL YE DIE? 

(Ezekiel 33. 11) 

ALTHOUGH the above words were addressed 
to God's people of old, the same appeal is 
now directed, dear friend, to you personally, 

seeing the Word of God is preached continually, 
and maybe you have heard the preaching many 
times. On one of these occasions, a word in the 
message, probably, has caused you to think very 
seriously as to which direction your face is turned. 
If toward God, the above Scripture, having already 
been regarded by you, causes deep thankfulness from 
your heart to God for your present enjoyment, by 
His Spirit, of His love and mercy. If toward the 
world, then there faces you the wages of sin, which 
is death and after this the judgment. 

Dark and perilous days are here. Everything is 
moving at a fast pace, you are being carried in its 
current; but stop, and however far you have been 
carried, listen to the words of God appealing to 
your heart and conscience—" Turn ye, turn ye . . . 
for why will ye die ? " 

The Word of God plainly states, " For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Have courage, turn NOW to God, who commends 
His love towards us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. 

Avail yourself NOW of the precious blood of 
Christ, " for the blood of Jesus Christ his (God's) 
Son cleanses us from all (every) sin." You will find 
joy in acquainting yourself with Jesus, whom God 
has highly exalted and given Him a Name which is 
above every name. That*at the Name of JESUS 
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every knee should bow . . . and that every tongue 
should confess Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. 

Wilt thou yield to love's entreaty ? 
Can'st thou turn away 

From the God who marks thy goings 
Every day ? 

Croydon. JOSEPH G. WOOLNOUGH. 

ISAIAH—THE EVANGELIST 
(12) 

WE finish this series of articles with some 
thoughts from chapter 61. We have by no 
means exhausted what God is saying to men 

through this section of Holy Scripture—who of us 
could exhaust the " living and abiding Word of 
God " ? But sufficient has been written to awaken 
the conscience to a sense of guilt before God and also 
to stir the heart to a felt need of the Saviour. 

The first three verses of our chapter have an 
especial appeal; they have received an interpretative 
touch from the divine hand of the Lord Jesus Him
self. We read in Luke's Gospel, chapter 4, that 
Jesus, on a certain Sabbath day in a synagogue at 
Nazareth stood up to read, and this very book of 
Isaiah was handed to Him. He turned to the 
chapter we are now considering and read these verses 
as having their fulfilment in Himself. Hence we 
will write of this incident of long ago, but of un-
dimmed power for to-day, as setting out 

The Anointed Preacher, 
The Proclamation of Liberty, 
The Heralding of Joy, 
The Transformation of Lives. 
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" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me," says 
the blessed Lord, the Preacher pre-eminent, in 
whom God found delight and upon whom the 
accomplishment of God's will could be entrusted. 
As Man doing all things by the Spirit—this delightful 
co-operation of divine Persons actively engaged in 
bringing blessing to fallen man. Thus, as the 
Anointed Preacher, He brings the whole power of 
God to bear upon our need of deliverance from the 
pollution, the power, the penalty of sin. Myriads 
have obeyed the words and accepted the work of the 
Lord Jesus to their present and eternal joy. Are you 
among them ? Pay heed to the urgent word : " This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in. your ears." 

Then we have the proclamation of liberty. The 
word, the quality, is much in the minds and upon the 
lips of men to-day. Do they know what it means ? 
Does it not often mean in their conceptions, licence ? 
Political and economic bondage man writhes under, 
but oh! so cunningly used by the devil to hide from 
man a more real, a more cruel bondage—the bondage 
of sin and of death. It is liberty from these that the 
Lord proclaims. This spiritual emancipation intro
duces the soul to the realm of eternal blessedness; 
the mind and heart, and eventually the body, 
delivered from the shackles of sin, lawlessness, and 
self-will. " To proclaim liberty to the captives." 
Let men acknowledge that they are captives to sin! 
All the while they speak of free will and the ability 
they fancy they have to order their own destiny, so will 
the true condition of affairs be hidden from them. 
Our word to you is to awaken you to the pressure of 
sin in your heart and to arouse you to the stark 
reality of death as putting an end to the vain hopes 
of earth. Man was never created to be a creature 
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dominated by sin, but was created for the pleasure 
of God, to enjoy the inexpressible delight of living 
according to the benificent will of God. 

Liberty is proclaimed because liberty has been 
procured—procured by the Lord Jesus on the Cross 
and in the grave; and it is now preached to you as 
an accomplished fact for your acceptance in faith at 
the Hand of God. The gates of man's prison have 
been flung wide open; believe on the Lord Jesus and 
step out into liberty. It is the man of the world 
who is narrow-minded, narrowed down to the con
fines of the prison of worldly pleasures. Faith looks 
to and enjoys the illimitable expanse of eternal bliss 
even now. The Christian is broad-minded: his 
mind is accustomed to eternity. 

Joy is alone known in Christianity. Sin and the 
world have their counterfeits of joy which do not 
deceive the enlightened Christian. Christ is the 
Heralder of joy; His comfort for those that mourn, 
all tears wiped away from our eyes. By divine 
appointment there is beauty substituted for ashes; 
ashes denoting the sad state of a people down-
pressed by calamity. How disastrous a calamity is 
the wreckage of sin in human lives! But now the 
holy ornamentation of a redeemed soul, radiant in 
its new-found but eternal liberation as Christ reigns 
supreme in that heart. The " oil of joy " being 
suggestive of the effortless happiness promoted by 
the Holy Spirit so graciously given by God to the 
obedient believer. 

Finally, we have that greatest of all testimonies to 
the power of the Word of God—transformed lives. 
" That they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord." Well established souls 
in the firm soil of God's truth; fruitful as producing 
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the fruit of righteousness—all in contrast to an 
uprooted, dry tree, fit only for burning, the natural 
condition of the fallen race. Giving God all the 
glory as He only gives the increase. Liberated to 
love God, liberated to serve God, liberated to live 
unto God; God known in the soul in all the blessed
ness of the name of Father. Christ rejoiced in as 
Lord, as Head, as Shepherd, and in all His many 
other glories so dear to His lovers. The Holy Spirit 
indwelling the heart, a Comforter indeed, a Guide 
into all the truth, as a well of water springing up to 
eternal life. So we could go on describing the 
abundant blessing that awaits- the person who puts 
his faith in Christ. 

We trust that under the good hand of our God 
our desire to bring to you the glad tidings of God 
will bring you to the feet of the Saviour, and find 
you numbered with those here on earth, who, in 
fidelity to the truth, occupy themselves in ministering 
to the heart of Christ. 

THOMAS J. GRATTEN. 

LOOKING HEAVENWARD 
{Extract from a letter) 

Dark days become bright days when we turn 
our faces heavenward. 

E. E. NICHOLS. 
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PROCRASTINATION 
(Acts 24. 25.) 

SCRIPTURE is silent as to whether the convenient 
season that Felix looked forward to ever came. 
Present surroundings seemed to have a greater 

power over him than eternal things, and he let the 
golden opportunity slip. " Procrastination is the 
thief of time " ; it is also the thief of souls, as has 
often been said, in carrying down thousands to 
the dark domains of hell. There are thousands now 
in that place of endless woe and unutterable anguish, 
who never meant to be there, but who listened to 
Satan's whisper, " Time enough yet, you will get a 
more convenient season's day." They put their 
souls' salvation off, until they found themselves 
beyond the reach of mercy. There the gentle, 
loving call of Jesus, " Come unto Me," is heard no 
more, and shut up in hell, eternal misery is their 
portion, " where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched." 

Reader, perhaps you may be one of this class who 
believe the Bible to be the word of God, and know 
much of the letter of it intellectually. You may 
know, too, that it is only by believing in the finished 
work of Christ that a soul gets salvation, but careless 
and heedless you say, "Oh! it is only by believing; 
I can do that at any time; I fully intend being 
saved, but not just yet; I mean to enjoy life a little 
first; I will trust in the Saviour by-and-by." 
I do earnestly entreat of you not to trifle thus 
with eternal realities by giving heed to the evil 
suggestions of Satan. " Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked." " Beware lest he take thee away 
with his stroke: Then a great ransom cannot 
deliver thee." I do affectionately pray you, be 
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not so foolhardy as to put off your soul's salvation 
another moment, it is dangerous to delay. " Now 
is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation." 
Before another sun may rise, death, with its cold 
and icy hands, may lay hold upon you and claim 
you as its victim, and if unsaved, you shall wake 
up in hell, duped by the devil, then 

What horrors shall roll o'er thy godless soul, 
Waked from its death-like sleep ; 

Of all hope bereft, and for judgment left, 
For ever to wail and to weep. 

There is another event which may take place at 
any moment—the Coming of the Lord. He is 
coming soon to take His people home. Should 
He come and find you still a procrastinator, the 
door of mercy will be ever closed for you. " They 
that were ready went in, and the door was shut." 
Then you will cry in right earnest, " Lord, Lord, 
open to us." Oh! how will you receive those 
withering words. " Depart from me, I never knew 
you ?" The day of grace will then be over for you, 
and for all who have heard the gospel, as we read in 
2 Thess. 2. 10-12, " They received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie; that they might be damned 
who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in un
righteousness." But thanks be to God it is still 
the day of His grace. The long-suffering of the 
Lord is salvation, he is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

Oh! come now to the Lord Jesus, and own the 
truth of your condition to Him, and He will in no 
wise cast you out. Think of what He endured on 
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the accursed tree, when all the waves and billows 
of God's righteous, holy wrath went o'er His blessed, 
spotless head, when He stood in the sinner's place. 
He " looked for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but found none"; 
deserted by all His trusted followers, He was 
abandoned by God, whose delight He ever was. 

What a scene to gaze upon! The One by whom 
the worlds were framed, and by whom all things 
consist, taking such a place, becoming obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross, and all in 
order that poor sinners might be brought to God, 
and have His place in everlasting glory. Will this 
awful scene, dear reader, not move your heart? if 
not, it must be callous indeed. Oh! what love thus 
to take such a place for such rebels as we. And 
having met all the righteous claims of God's holy 
throne, and vindicated His character, He cried, 
" It is finished," and bowed His head in death. 
God, to show that He was infinitely satisfied and 
glorified too, in the work which He accomplished, 
raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. 

Now, the question remains to be answered, Are 
you satisfied with this finished work ? To be satis
fied with it is to be saved eternally, seeing that God 
and you are one about it. Delay not one moment 
longer, I pray you, but " believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved." And instead of 
looking into the future with fear or dread, you can 
say in triumph— 

Death and judgment are behind me, 
Grace and glory are before ; 

All the billows rolled o'er Jesus, 
There exhausted all their power. 

F. A. PENBERTHY. 
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REMORSE 

SOME fifty years ago a wealthy gentleman, 
reputed to be a millionaire, was returning by 
steamer from South Africa. He had interests 

in the diamond mines of that country, and had in 
his possession a diamond of relatively fabulous value. 
He was fascinated by his prize, which became almost 
an idol and object of veneration to him. 

One day he brought it with him on to the main 
deck, when he was tempted to start throwing it into 
the air and catching it. Presently it eluded his grasp 
and fell into the sea. His remorse was great and 
beyond words. His great treasure (to him) was gone 
for ever! Its loss so obsessed him that he later 
jumped overboard and perished in the depths. 

Doubtless readers of this article will exclaim, 
"What a fool!" Holy Scripture speaks much of 
fools and follies. What greater folly than to ignore 
the gospel of the Grace of God to men ? Remorse, 
poignant remorse, must be the ultimate and final 
consequence. Hebrews, chapter 12, verses 16-17 
speaks of one who despised his inheritance and 
suffered grievous remorse: " . . . lest there be any 
. . . profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of 
meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have inherited the bless
ing, he was rejected (for he found no place for 
repentance) though he sought it carefully with tears." 
The price of folly! In this case an inheritance lost— 
remorse and hopelessness the consequence. 

In Luke 15, verses 11-32 we read of one that trod 
the path of folly and came to beggary and want. 
But, thank God, he repented and confessed his sins 
and was brought back into his father's house where 
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there was salvation and plenty. This incident 
illustrates the delight of God to bless all who truly 
repent of their sins and folly and turn to Him. 

This is an urgent matter and brooks no delay. 
Time and tide truly wait for no man. "Behold, 
now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
salvation " (2 Cor. 6. 2). 

J. F. GARLAND. 

ALL FOR CHRIST 

O BLESSED conquest to lose all things, and to 
gain Christ! Make Him your only, your 
Best-loved. Look into those depths of loveli

ness, sweetness, beauty, excellence that are in Christ 
and ye shall cry down the whole world and the glory 
of it. If I should tell you what I have found in 
Christ ye could scarcely believe me. 

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD. 

MY ALL IN ALL 

IF asked what of Jesus I think, 
Though all my best thoughts are but poor, 
I say, He's my meat and my drink, 

My life, and my strength, and my store, 
My Shepherd, my Saviour, my Friend, 

My deliverer from grief and from thrall, 
My hope from beginning to end. 

My portion, my Lord, and my all. 

JOHN NEWTON. 
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