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INTRODUCTION. 

MOSES was in the mount of God forty days, and forty nights, and during that period, the LORD revealed 

to him His purposes concerning His chosen people; but the Revelation the most wonderful was, that the 

LORD Himself, who inhabiteth Eternity, and whose name is Holy, should come and dwell with Israel, and 

have His Tabernacle—His dwelling—reared up in the midst of His people. The word was, " A n d let them 

make- me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern 

of the Tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it." Exod. xxv. 8—29. 

After this the Lord gave unto his servant the most minute directions concerning this His house, as to size, 

form, and material; nothing was omitted: and that every command should be attended to with the utmost 

care, how often did the Lord caution him, " See that thou make every thing according to the pattern that 

was shewed unto thee in the mount." Thus, when Moses did rear up the Tabernacle, as in Chap, xl., it 

was the exact shadow of what he had seen; not a board, a covering, or a holy vessel, but had its answer 

in the heavenly pattern that God had revealed to him. 

Now, if God has said concerning this blessed Tabernacle and its priesthood, and its services, that 

" they serve unto the shadow of heavenly things," Heb. viii. 5, who can reject, or even slight, without sin, so 

glorious a medium of instruction. Let any one read attentively, with prayer for the teaching of God's 

Spirit, the Epistle to the Hebrews, and surely he will at once be attracted, and won to search into the 

Tabernacle and its Sacrifices, all of which testify of Christ, who is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 

and the end, of all revelation. John v. 39, Luke xxiv. 44. For let us stop without the camp, and gaze 

upon the devouring flame of the sin offering. Lev. xiii. 27, xvi. 46, Num. v. 1—3, compared with Heb. xiii. 11, 

tells us that it sets forth Jesus, bearing the curse for us, in the place of judgment. If we pass on through 

the camp, to the gate of the court, (the first entrance to God's sanctuary,) embroidered with blue, purple, 

and scarlet, we arc taught by Heb. x. 20, that it signifies Jesus as the only way of access : for, although 

the veil there alluded to, was not the gate of the court, yet it was exactly the same material, and exactly 

the same colours, only with the addition of cherubim thereon. Aiid moreover we arc called to enter into 

God's gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. Psalm c. 1. But Heb. xiii. 15 shews us, that Jesus 

our Lord is the only medium of praise. If again, passing through the beautiful gate we look on the Brazen 

altar of burnt offering, there it is we see a Lamb, continually going up as a sweet savour, an accepted sacrifice 

before God. Ex. xxix. 39—46. And surely Eph. v. 2 brings before us the truth, that it sets forth Jesus 

the Lamb of God—God's Lamb—ever obedient unto death, ever doing his Father's will, and ever meriting 

that word, " This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." If we bend our steps onwards, we 

come to the Laver, made of the brazen mirrors of those who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation : we see it (Heb. ix. 21) sanctified by blood, and anointed with oil, and filled with the water from the 

rock that followed the camp; and this was for Aaron and his sons to wash their hands and feet therein, or ever 

they ministered at the brazen or golden altar, Ex. xxx. 19, 20 ; for although they were washed and cleansed 

in the day of their consecration, Lev. viii. 6, yet this cleansing was to be constantly renewed to the hands 

and feet. And docs not Titus iii. 5 blessedly explain this to us ? For God's people arc a chosen generation, 

a ho]y priesthood, "saved and called with a holy calling,"—"not according to their works, but according 

to his mercy, H E hath saved them, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, shed 

on them abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." And now when we reach the door of the tabernacle, 

it is precisely the same as the gale of the court,—a veil (suspended on its five golden pillars), embroidered 

in blue, purple, and scarlet, setting forth to us still Jesus the only way of access to God; and if we pass on 

through this door we find ourselves in the Holy place of God's house; above, before, behind, are the same blessed 

colours, and on either side are the golden boards (Heb. ix. 21) sprinkled with blood, even with the blood of that 
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sin offering consumed without the camp, which wc learnt was Jesus beiiring the curse ; and standing in the 

Holy place we behold the Golden candlestick with its seven lamps, both lighted and trimmed by the High 

Priest, with its light, ever ascending up ; thus setting forth to us the Lord, ever enlightening his people by 

His Spirit dwelling within them, and they thus showing forth His light; for ye, saith Christ, arc the light 

of the world. Compare Zech. iv. with Rev. i. 20. 

There also we behold the Golden Altar ever fragrant with the incense burnt morning and evening thereon; 

which blessedly brings before the soul, the Lord ever interceding for his people, and they, ever in the power 

of their heavenly priesthood as the true sons of Aaron, interceding also—a holy priesthood ; and thus their 

prayers arc set before the Lord as incense, and the lifting up of their hands as the evening sacrifice. Psalm 

cxli., Rev. viii. 3. 

The Golden table of shewbread also, with its twelve cakes made of the flour brought by the children 

of Israel, and fragrant before God, with the pure frankincense in the golden vessels burning thereon, sets 

forth to us the Lord ever presenting to the Father his people, all his people, in. their service ; for the shewbread 

was called the bread of God. John xv. 8, John xvii. 21—24. 

And now wc pass on through the blue, purple, and scarlet veil, even that veil that was rent in twain 

when the great Antitype was rent on the cross; and having thus liberty of access we come boldly to the 

mercy-scat, while the incense from the Golden censer in the hands of the High Priest covers that throne of 

grace as in the Great day of atonement. We behold also the blood of that sin offering we saw burning 

without the camp, (and whose fat was burning on the brazen altar, a sweet savour unto God,) sprinkled seven 

times on the Mercy-seat, to meet the eye of Him who dwells between the Cherubim; and seven times 

before it to meet the eye of the sinner; and thus the soul finds itself in the very presence of God, accepted in 

the beloved; and, dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, abides under the shadow of tlie Almighty. 

All this very blessedly shows forth the entrance of our Lord himself into the presence of God for us ; and there 

presenting his own blood in all its perfection, He sits down on the Father's right hand, consecrated by the 

word of the oath, which is, since the law, a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec. Psalm ex. The 

Psalms greatly aid the soul in meditating on this subject, and give a beautiful order and succession in bringing 

it out. The 22d and 69th set forth the sufferings of the Lord as the great sin offering' on the cross; the 

16th, his flesh resting in the grave in hope; the 18th, the resurrection in righteousness, in virtue of His own 

obedience; the 68th, the ascension in great power and majesty; the 24th, the entrance into glory; and the 110th 

the welcome at the right hand of power,] having finished the work whicli the Father gave Him to do. John xvii. 

In the representations of the Tabernacle which are thus presented to the children of God (the church 

in its wilderness state), the greatest care has been taken to give a faithful and minute account from the Word 

of God; for if Moses was charged to be so careful to make all things according to the pattern, well does it 

become all, in examining into this subject, to be prayerfully watchful over the imagination, for it is holy ground. 

And so likewise in applying the typical character of these divine symbols and shadows, it is far better to say too 

little, than too much. Relative to the notes, some may remark that they are little more than a compilation of 

scripture, but this is the very thing desired; Scripture waited on in prayer for the guidance of His Spirit 

who indited it, is ever its own best interpreter ; and one, perhaps, of the most learned of men in the 

Hebrew and Greek languages, has the folloMing invaluable remark on this subject:— 

" I t is incredible to any one who has not made the experiment, what a proficiency may be made in that 

knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation, by studying the scripture in this manner, without any other 

commentary or exposition than what the different parts of the sacred volume mutually furnish for each 

other: let the most illiterate christian study them in this manner, and let him never cease v to pray for the 

illumination of that Spirit by which these books were dictated, and the whole compass of abstruse 

philosophy and recondite history, shall furnish no argument with which the perverse will of man shall be 

able to shake this learned christian's faith."—Hwsley's Nine Sermons, p. 234, 238. 

The following brief historic analysis of the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, 

may be useful in searching into this subject; for if whatsoever happened unto Israel in the wilderness, was 

for our ensample, 1 Cor. x. 11, a prayerful review of their history must at all times be profitable. 



EXODUS. 

THE Book of Exodus open* with- the sorrows of Israel in Egypt,—the birth and call of Moses,—the 

institution of the Passover,—the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt,—the passage of the Red Sea,—the 

destruction of the Egyptians,—and the Song of Moses. This occupies the first fifteen chapters, and the 

scene of the wilderness opens by Moses leading Israel from the Red Sea to the wilderness of Shur; and 

,; they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. " And when they came to Marah, they could 

not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. And 

the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? and he cried unto the Lord; and the 

Lord shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he 

made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, and said, If thou wilt diligently 

hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to 

his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have 

brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord that healeth thee. And they came to Elim, where were 

twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters." 

Ex. xv. 23—29. * 

The sixteenth chapter opens by the people murmuring for bread; and the gift of the manna, an omer of 

which was to be laid up before the Lord, in the ark. Afterwards, the seventeenth chapter, is the murmuring for 

water, and Horeb smitten to supply them. The conflict with, and defeat of Amalek, and the altar raised to 

Jehovah Nissi; eighteenth, Moses' interview with Jethro, and his wise counsel; nineteenth, the descent of 

the Lord on the Mount Sinai; twentieth, the giving of the law; twenty-first to twenty-third, various 

directions for the people, and the institution of the three great feasts—The Passover, Pentecost, and 

Tabernacles; twenty-fourth, Godfs covenant with Israel ratified in the blood of the burnt offering. Aaron, 

Nadab, and Abihu, and the seventy elders go up to the mount; and afterward Moses went up into the 

mount, and a cloud covered the mount;—on the seventh day, God speaks to Moses, who tarries there forty 

days and forty nights. Twenty-fifth, the command to make the ark and mercy-seat; and after this, extending 

to the twenty-eighth chapter, the most minute directions for all the holy vessels—the tabernacle, its curtains, 

and the court. Twenty-eighth, directions for the holy garments of Aaron; twenty-ninth, the manner oi Aaron's 

consecration; thirtieth, directions for the golden altar of incense,—the half shekel of the atonement money 

—the rich not to give more, the poor not to give less,—the making the holy anointing oil and the perfume; 

thirty-first, the call of Bezalcel of the tribe of Judah, who was endowed with understanding to make the 

tabernacle and all its vessels; thirty-second, the awful idolatry of the golden calf, at the very period when 

God was thus promising to dwell with his people,—Moses comes down from the mount with the tables of 

the testimony in his hand, and breaks them,—God's judgment on the people. Thirty-third, Moses moves 

the tabernacle, and pitches it without the camp. This could not have been THE tabernacle, the particulars 

of which had been so minutely given; for the subsequent chapters prove, that it was not as yet either made 

or reared up ; it was, then, evidently, one made provisionally, until the ordained one was reared up. In 

2 Sam. vii. 5, 6, the Lord seems to allude to both these dwellings, when he sends Nathan to David with 

these words, " Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build me an house for me to 

dwell in? whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel 

out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle." 

In the thirty-fourth chapter the Lord promises to renew the tables—descends in the cloud, and stands 

with Moses, and proclaims the name of the Lord. "And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 

keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear 

the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the 

third and to the fourth generation. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and 

worshipped." 

Moses, again, the second time, is forty days and forty nights in the mount with God, and fasted the 

whole time—descends from the mount with the tables of the testimony in his hand: his face so shone, that 

he was obliged to put on a veil while speaking unto the people; but when he went in to the Lord, he 

took off the veil. Deut. x. 1—5 conveys the idea, that he had given especial directions to Bezalcel 

concerning the ark, and that immediately he descended with the tables of the testimony, he placed them 
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at once in the ark, and there they ever continued. Thirty-fifth chapter, the free-will offerings of the people; 

thirty-sixth to thirty-ninth, the lahor of Bezaleel and Aholiab in making the tabernacle, and all the holy 

vessels, according to the minute directions given in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth. Thirty-ninth, the 

making of the holy garments of Aaron and his sons. Fortieth, the tabernacle is reared up. These chapters, 

from the sixteenth to the fortieth, just comprise ten months and fifteen days: this is found by comparing 

Exodus xvi. 1, with Exod. xl. 1—17. But the tabernacle was reared up in one day, and that day the first 

day of the new year: and thus the Book of Exodus closes; and the cloud of glory rested on the 

tabernacle in the day it was reared up, for Moses having finished his work, a cloud covered the tent of 

the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Exod. xl. 30—38. 

LEVITICUS. 

LEVITICUS has very little of the continued history of Israel: as its name implies, it is more particularly of 

the office of the sons of Levi. I t opens thus, " And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of 

the tabernacle of the congregation." Then follows a minute detail of the character of the burnt offering, 

meat offering, trespass offering, sin offering, and peace offering; but the eighth and ninth chapters are 

strictly narrative, and come in, in the interval that took place between the first day of the second year— 

the period that the Book of Exodus closes—and the first day of the second month of the second year, when 

the Book of Numbers opens; this eighth chapter is the command of God to Moses, to consecrate Aaron 

and his sons, after the order he had received in the mount, as is declared in Exodus xxix.; for although 

the tabernacle—God's house—had been reared up, as yet the priesthood were not consecrated. The ninth 

chapter opens with Aaron and his sons standing in their garments of glory and beauty, and thus ministering 

before God; and the chapter closes, by the fire of God coming down, and consuming their offerings. 

Before this, Moses, most probably, standing for God to Aaron, had kindled the fire himself, but now the 

Lord kindles it. / / was the Lord present, PARTAKING of, and accepting the sacrifice, by fire. In Leviticus 

v/ 12, 13, the Lord had commanded concerning this fire, that it should never be put out, and himself 

undertook that it should never go out. 

The tenth chapter,—Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, setting light by this gracious provision of 

the Lord, offer strange fire before the Lord, "which he commanded not ; and there went out fire from 

the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord," ver. 1—3. These are the only three 

chapters that are strictly narrative; the other parts of the book are sundry commands given by the Lord 

for his people, and the book closes by these words, "These are the commandments winch the Lord 

commanded Moses for the children of Israel in Mount Sinai." 

NUMBERS. 

NUMBERS opens thus,—"And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of 

the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of 

Egypt, saying, Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the 

house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls; from twenty years old 

and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their 

armies." This at once fixes the time of Israel's history. The tabernacle had been reared up as in Exodus 

xl.; the priesthood had been consecrated to its service as in Lev. viii. and ix.; and noAV the Lord would 

have his people numbered. This act, together with the journeys of his people, doubtless gave the title to 

this book. Twelve princes were chosen from the twelve tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim each having a 

headship of a tribe, to fill up the place of Levi and Joseph. The number of the whole tribes was 003,550, 

the exact number that had given the half shekel of the ransom money wherewith was made the silver sockets 
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(one talent each) of the tabernacle, and the silver capitals, fillets, and hooks of the pillars of the court. 

The Levites were not numbered with the people, but separately afterwards; they were to God instead of the 

first-born of all the people, and the eighth chapter details their consecration to the Lord. Their office was 

to attend upon the priests, to rear up the Tabernacle and court, and then to pitch their tents immediately 

around i t ; while the whole twelve tribes always removed from the tabernacle 3500 feet, pitched their tents 

every mpi by his tribe and his family; and God himself dwelt in the midst of his camp to bless his people. 

Numb. ii. 33. 

The Cloud had now rested on the Tabernacle in the wilderness of Sinai one month and twenty days : 

the priesthood had been appointed, the sacrifices had commenced, and the fire from God had accepted them: 

the people had been numbered, and every individual in the camp in the very place God would have him to 

be ; and with the certain knowledge of what he should do when the Camp moved. All things being thus 

in their due order, it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month in the second year, that 

the Cloud was taken up from off the Tabernacle of the testimony : instantly the Levites who had the two 

silver trumpets, sounded an alarm in succession; and like as these trumpets were made of one piece of 

silver, so did they give one certain sound. The whole Camp was instantly in motion; and Avhcn every 

thing was in its place, and the royal tiibe of Judah in the van, then Moses uttered the prayer, "Le t God 

arise, and^ let his enemies be scattered; let them that hate him flee before him." The cloud moved on, 

and Israel followed its gracious leadings: where it went, they went; and when it rested, they rested, and 

the prayer was, " Return, O Lord, to the many thousands of I s rae l !" Tliis was the order of all the 

movements in the wilderness. 

Almost the whole of this book is narrative, and filled with the deepest interest. The nine previous 

chapters, until the first movement of the camp, detail the order of the encampments; the tribe of Levi 

presented to the Lord—their office ; the order of the marches in the wilderness; the law concerning the 

bitter water of jealousy; the law of the Nazarite; the offering of the princes. The opening of the eighth 

chapter concerning the lighting the seven golden lamps, and the ninth chapter respecting the first celebration 

of the Passover in the wilderness, belong properly to that month between the rearing of the tabernacle and 

the numbering of the people. The eleventh chapter, the people complain;—the Lord's judgment on them; the 

Lord sends quails ; the Lord takes of the spirit that was on Moses, and gave it to the seventy elders; 

Eldad and Medad prophesy in the camp. Twelfth, Miriam's leprosy, her judgment, and restoration. 

Thirteenth, the spies sent out ; they return after forty days; and excepting Joshua and Caleb, they bring 

a false report of the land : the people murmur ; God's judgments ; the intercession of Moses ; the sentence 

on Israel to wander for forty years, and all, saving the two faithful spies, to find their graves in the 

wilderness; the people repent themselves; go up against Amalek. without God, and are defeated. 

Sixteenth, the sin of Koran, and the judgments on Dathan and his company. Seventeenth, Aaron's rod 

laid up with the twelve rods of the twelve tribes ; and Aaron's rod budded, blossomed, and brought forth 

fruit. Eighteenth, the office of Aaron and his sons. Nineteenth, the unyoked red heifer slain without the 

camp, and its blood sprinkled directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times (evidently 

as a sin offering), and then its carcase with ITS BLOOD, burnt to ashes; scarlet wool, cedar, and hyssop 

being thrown into the flame, the ashes mingled with running (living) water, makes the water of purification 

for sin. Twentieth, the people murmur for water; the rock smitten the second time; the passage by 

Edom; the children of Israel come to Mount Hor. The death of Aaron is solemnly recorded as 

follows:—"And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of 

Edom, saying, Aaron shall be gathered unto his people : for he shall not enter into the laud which I 

have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Mcribah. Take 

Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor : And strip Aaron of his garments, and 

put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. And 

Moses did as the Lord commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 

And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son ; and Aaron died there 

in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. And when all the 

congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel." 

Twenty-first chapter, Israel murmurs because of the way; the judgment of the fiery serpents; the 

repentance of the people; intercession of Moses, and the mercy of the brazen serpent; the nobles digging 

for water; the song, " Spring up, O well, sing ye to i t ; " victories of Israel over Sihon king of the 

Amorites, and Og the king of Bashan. Twenty-second to twenty-fourth, Israel in the plains of Moab, 
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exposed to Balak's power and Balaam's enchantments; the wonderful prophecies of Balaam. Twenty-fifth, 

the sin of Israel; for what the power of Balak, and enchantments of Balaam, failed to do, their own sin in 

the matter of Beth Pcor did: the covenant of peace given to Levi. Twenty-sixth, the people numbered 

the second time,—001,730, which was just 1820 less than when first numbered; and among them there 

was not one remaining, excepting Moses, Caleb, and Joshua: the wilderness had been the one grave of all ; 

for according to the word of the Lord, their carcases fell in the wilderness. Twenty-seventh chapter, 

the request of the daughters of Zelophchad concerning their inheritance; the matter referred to the Lord; 

their request granted, and made a statute in Israel. The Lord commands Moses to go up into the mount 

Abiram, and view the land, but that he may not pass over to sec it, but must be gathered like Aaron to his 

fathers, for his disobedience at the waters of Meribah Kadesh; it was at this time that Moses uttered that 

affecting prayer, recorded by himself in Deut. iii. 23—2G, " And I besought the Lord at that time, saying, 

0 Lord God, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: for what God is 

there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy might? I pray 

thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon. 

But the Lord was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear m e : and the Lord said unto me, Let 

it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter." Bowing to the Lord's will, and ever jealous for 

his Lord's glory in all things, Moses prays thus for a successor:—"And Moses spake unto the Lord, 

saying, Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, which may go 

out before them, and which, may go in before them, and which may lead thera out, and which may bring 

them in; that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which have no shepherd. And the Lord said 

unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; 

And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their 

sight. And thou shalt put some of thine honor upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel 

may be obedient. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the 

judgment of Urim before the Lord: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, 

both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation. And Moses did as the Lord 

commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation: 

And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses." 

Twenly-eiyhth and twenty-ninth, very especial commands concerning the Burnt-offering. Tldrlieth, particular 

commandment concerning vows. Thirty-first, the battle with, and slaughter of the Midianitcs. TJiirty-second, 

request of the Beubenites and Gadites concerning their inheritance to be on the wilderness side of Jordan. 

Thirty-third, the minute recapitulation of all Israel's journeys. Thirty-fourth, the boundaries of Israel's 

inheritance. Thirty-fifth, the command concerning the cities of the Levites; forty-eight in number to be given 

to them, and six to be set aside especially as cities of refuge for the man slayer; three on this side 

Jordan, and three on the Canaan side: the law of Israel's inheritance; and thus" the Book of Numbers 

closes. It is emphatically the history of the wilderness, commencing with the first movement of the camp 

after the tabernacle was reared up, and ending with Israel encamped in the plains of Moab by Jordan, near 

Jericho. 

DEUTERONOMY. 

THE name of this book, like the previous ones, is significant of its contents: it is the law the second time. 

There is very little of direct narrative in it, but what is, is of the deepest interest ; it occupies little more 

than the last month of the wilderness, and nearly the whole of which period, the children of Israel mourned 

for Moses, even that Moses of Avhom the Psalmist spake, when he said, speaking of the wilderness history, 

He led them like a flock by the hands of Moses and Aaron. Psalm lxxvii. 20. 

This book opens thus,—"These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan 

in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red Sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and 

Hazeroth, and Dizahab. (There are eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of mount Scir unto 

Kadesh-bamea.) And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the 
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month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the Lord had given him in 

commandment unto them." 

liiis at once fixes the time of the book and the character of it. The rehearsal of the law that takes 

place here by Moses, and the sundry commandments, together with the song ajid prophecy of its close, could 

have only occupied a very little of the first week of the 11th month of the fortieth year; for after Moses's 

death, the children of Israel, as before mentioned, mourned for him thirty days: then Joshua took the charge 

of the Lord's people, and led them (after the spies had been sent out and returned) from Chittim to Jordan, 

and then there seems to have been a pause of three days on the banks of the river; after which, the 

officers went through the host, and then the ark moved forward : the Maters were driven back to Zarctan, 

and cut off at the Salt Sea; and the host of Israel passed over, and came up out of Jordan the tenth 

day of the new year, exactly forty days from the opening of this book. Compare Deut. i. 3 ; xxxiv. 8 ; 

Josh. iii. 2, and iv. 19. 

In the first three chapters, Moses recapitulates the journeys of the wilderness; and in the twenty-third 

verse of the third chapter, he records that affecting prayer noted in the twenty-first chapter of Numbers. 

The fourth chapter, Moses separates the three cities on this side Jordan, as cities of refuge, t. e. Bczer, 

Ramoth Gilcad, and Golan. In the fifth chapter, he rehearses to the people the giving of the law, and tells 

them, "The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The Lord made not this covenant with 

our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive tliis day." 

Seventh chapter, the Lord forbids Israel any communion with the Canaanitish nations. The whole 

chapter is of the deepest solemnity. In the eighth chapter, he tells them of the exceeding richness and 

beauty of the goodly land, but warns them against forgctfulness of the Lord their God. In the ninth cfiaplcr, 

he warns them against pride, when they see the nations of Canaan destroyed; reminds them again of their 

manners in the wilderness, and exhorts them to obedience; and so on to the twenty-ninth chapter, the Lord, 

by the mouth of Moses, thus encourages and warns his people. 

TJie thirty-second chapter is the song of Moses; the concluding verses, from the thirty-sixth to the 

forty-third, are evidently prophetical, and look forward to the day of Israel's future blessedness. " For the-

Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he sccth that their power is gone, 

and there is none shut up, or left. And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they 

trusted, Which did cat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offerings ? let them 

rise up and help you, and be your protection. Sec now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with 

mc : I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal : neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. 

For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever. If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand 

take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate mc. 

I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh ; and that with the blood of 

the slain and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy. Rejoice, O ye nations, with 

his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and 

will be merciful unto his land, and to his people." 

The 44th verse seems to shew that Joshua was with Moses in the pronouncing of this song. 

45th, the Lord commands Moses to go up into the mount Nebo to view the land, and to die there ; and 

ere he went up, as a dying father lie gathered his children together (even as Jacob his twelve sons), and 

blessed them, and showed them what should befall them in the latter days ; for the blessing of Moses, as 

Jacob's, was doubtless prophetical; and as in the subject of the song, so of the blessing, he looks forward 

and sees Israel, God's chosen ones, blessed, a"nd their enemies found liars unto them, and they treading in 

their high places. " There is none like unto the God of Jcshurun, who ridcth upon the heavens in thy 

help, and in His excellency on the sky. The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath arc the everlasting 

arms: and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them. Israel then shall 

dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall 

drop down dew. Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield 

of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and 

thou shalt tread upon their high places." 

After the blessing, Moses goes up to the mountain of Nebo to the top of Pisgah, that is over against 

Jericho; and Deuteronomy thus closes. "And Moses went up from the plains of Moab into the mountain 

of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of 

Gilcad unto Dan, and all Naplitali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manassch, and all the land of Judah unto 
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the utmost sen, and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar, 

And the Lord said unto him, This is the land wluch I svrare unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob 

saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it >rith thine eyes, but thou shalt not go 

over tliitbcr. So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of 

the Lord. And II* buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bcth-peor: but no man 

knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. And Moses was an hundred and tM-cnty years old when he died: 

liis eye was not dim, nor liis natural force abated. And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plaini 

of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. And Joshua the son of 

Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel 

hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord commanded Moses. And there arose not a prophet since in 

Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the signs and the wonders which the Lord 

sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, aud to all his servants, and to nil his laud, And in all that 

mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel." 



T H E C A M P O F I S R A E L . 

SIN OFFERING WITHOUT THE CAMP. 

LEV. XIII . 46, xvi. 27. NUMB. V. 1—4. PSALMS XVIII., XXII., LXIX. JOHN XIX. 17, 18. H E B . XII I . 12. 

THE Camp of Israel was pre-eminently the place of blessing. I t was the bright spot in the midst of a 

desert Vor ld ; for God was there, and walked in the midst of the people to bless and deliver them from their 

enemies. Here was the ark of His presence; and the blood of the atoning lamb sprinkled seven times upon it 

ever spoke peace; and the burnt offerings from the brazen altar were ever a sweet savour before the Lord. The 

cloud, moreover, shaded them by day, and the light shone over them by night. The Rock followed them, and 

the manna fell daily around their tents. The foot of the wanderer was never swollen, and their raiment waxed 

not old those forty years. Deut. viii. 4. But without the Camp was the place of judgment: this is strongly 

marked in Numb. v. 1—4. 

There were three circumstances connected with this place which it may be well to consider in order. 

First, the sin offering, when its blood was carried into the Holy or Most Holy place, to 

make an atonement for sin, was burnt without the Camp. 

Secondly, the red heifer, without blemish, and on which had never come yoke, was led out by the 

hand of Eleazar, the third son of Aaron, without the Camp, and was there slain before his face; and 

Eleazar sprinkled the blood seven times before the Taber acle of the congregation: after which, the heifer 

was burnt in his sight—her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, and cedar wood. Scarlet 

and hyssop were thrown by the Priest into the ''< midst of the burning of the heifer, and its ashes gathered 

up by a clean man were laid up in a clean place without the Camp, and mingled with running or living 

water. I t made the water of the purification for sin, which was for the cleansing of those of Israel who 

had touched any dead body, or who had in any wise come in CONTACT with death. Numb. xix. 12, 

Heb. ix. 13, 14. 

Thirdly, HERE also the offering was made which cleansed the poor outcast leper, and restored him 

to the Camp. Lev. xiii. 45, Lev. xiv. 7. Two birds, alive and clean, were taken, and one was slain over 

running or living water, and cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop were, with the living bird, dipped into the 

blood of the slain, and the blood was sprinkled seven times on the leper, and he was pronounced clean, 

and the living bird was let loose in the open fields. 

But ere the particular character of these offerings is looked at, it may be well to consider the history 

of the Brazen Serpent; for though we see it especially lifted up to restore Israel, who stood in the relation 

of a redeemed people to God, yet our blessed Lord's application of it at once gives it an aspect and character 

to a fallen guilty world, bitten with the deadly bite of that old Serpent. Sec especially John iii. 14. 

And moreover, with this application, although indeed the sin offering was for a redeemed people, yet 

are we not permitted to behold in that lamb, God's Lamb, who died, not for our sins only, but also for the 

sins of the whole world? 

And though in the ashes of the red heifer we see also the especial provision for restoring the Lord's 

own people, yet here also we may discover a more enlarged blessing, and the Spirit of Life revealing Christ, 

where all before was death. 

And so also in the cleansing of the leper; though it was indeed true, that the leper was once in the 

Camp, but was put out in judgment, and restored by the sacrifice before alluded to, yet, in an enlarged sense 

also, this is applicable to all. For as we were in the loins of Adam when he fell, so also were we in him 

when he stood and held communion with God. And thus, when he was driven out from God's presence 
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in Eden, we were also driven out in him; and when we were brought into being, and awoke up into individual 

existence, we found ourselves lepers, and outcasts, and dead ; and our state was " unclean ! unclean !"— 

conceived in sin, brought forth in iniquity, we were by nature aliens from God, children of wrath; and 

our dwelling was without the Camp. 

But let us now look at the sin offering, ere M'e pass on to the other blessed truths before us, and oh 

that the Spirit of God may, in HIS great mercy, bring home the truth to the conscience of all. 

In the sin offering, then, there were three especial parts. First, the blood of the offering; second, 

the fat of the inwards; and third, the body with the skin and all that remained. First, (the victim itself, 

being killed at the north side of the door of the Tabernacle), the blood was carried by Aaron, clothed 

in spotless white, to the most Holy place, and sprinkled seven times on the mercy seat, and seven times 

before it. Lev. xvi. 15. 

Second, the fat of the offerings was burnt on the brazen altar as a sweet savour. Lev. xvi. 25. 

Third, the body, with its skin, its flesh, and its dung, was carried without the Camp, and burnt 

(on the earth which had been cursed for man's sake) to ashes, and entirely consumed in the devouring 

flame. Lev. xvi. 27. Each of these three parts had a most distinct signification. 

First, the blood of the mercy seat set forth the vicarious character of the Lord's death. This is proved 

by Heb. ix. 7—11. 

Second, the fat of the inwards burnt in the brazen altar—a sweet savour, signified, that inherently this 

sufferer unto death, ever delighted in the Father's will, and His life was ever a sweet savour unto God. 

Eph. v. 1, 2. 

Third, the body burned without the Camp, set forth Jesus bearing the curse for man, Gal. iii. 13. 

And in the lurid flame of that devouring fire, one seems to learn the anguish of that bitter cry, " My God, 

my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" While the total darkness that was over the whole earth from the 

sixth to the ninth hour, set forth that outer darkness which that blessed sufferer was then enduring; and the 

cry, " I thirst," seemed to have in it the fulfilment of that word, " My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

and my tongue eleaveth unto my jaws, and thou hast brought me into the dust of death." Psalm xxii. 15 

throughout. 

Indeed the Psalms open out to us most graciously this wondrous scene. There it is we learn to 

estimate in some measure our Lord's sufferings ; there we behold him coming into those deep waters where 

there is no standing, and all the waves of God's wrath going over him ; then it was that the fierce wrath 

of God went over our blessed Surety, while He died the just for the unjust, to bring sinners unto God. 

Tins is the Calvary of the • wilderness, and here is the place the Lord first meets the sinner, even as 

the leper without the Camp; here he sprinkles him with that most precious blood, and pronounces him 

clean, pardoned, accepted in the beloved; and the Spirit of God leads him back to blessings more than 

Adam forfeited, and testifies to him, that his Advocate, even He that died for him, has gone up (as the living 

bird with its wings steeped in the blood of the slain), and in the holiest of all ever lives to make intercession 

for him ;—He sprinkles on him the water of purification, and reveals to him that Jesus was burnt up for him 

without the Camp, that he might have his home in the dwelling place of God; and then, just as the leper 

sought to cleanse his clothes, his flesh, and all that he had, and to shave his hair, Lev. xiv. 8, 9, so does 

the cleansed sinner;—pardoned and accepted and saved with an everlasting salvation, lie seeks to cleanse 

himself from all filthiness of flesh and spirit; he seeks not only for outward cleansing, but inward; lie 

longs to have every thought brought into the captivity of Christ. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18, vii. 1. 

And thus he comes into the Camp of God ; and on the eighth morning he brings his own offering 

to the Pciest; and in the still deeper sense of his own vileness, and the yet greater longing for entire 

conformity, he washes again the second time; and then, after the offering, the Priest anoints his ear (the 

seat of intelligence), the right thumb (the seat of strength), and the right toe (the scat of labour), with the 

blood of the trespass offering; and over it he touches the same parts with oil; and the remainder of the 

oil he pours upon the head of the rejoicing saint, and he goes forth to his tent, the blessed type of every 

true believer,—not his own, but bought with a price; but seeking to glorify God in his body, soul, and 

spirit, which are God's. Lev. xiv. 14—18. 

This is true christian morality, and the Lord never sets his standard lower than this,—" Be ye 

therefore perfect, even as your Father in Heaven is perfect." Matt. v. 4-8. 
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THE CAMP OF THE TWELVE TRIBES. 

NUMBERS I I . 

W I T H the back to the rising sun, the exact reverse of those whom the Lord so reproaches in Ezck. viii. 16, 

we enter the Camp of Israel, and see the tribes all arranged after the most minute order. Numbers ii. 

gives an exact description of this. The tents removed 2000 cubits, or 3500 feet from the Tabernacle; 

just the distance that they were commanded to keep from the ark, when they crossed the Jordan. " And 

the children of Israel pitched their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, 

throughout their hosts." 

THE TENTS OF MOSES AND AARON. 

NUMBERS H I . 38. 

IMMEDIATELY in a line with the tribe of Judah, and before the gate of the court, arc the teuts of Moses 

and Aaron, and the sons of Aaron; and westward in the same order, the tents of Gershon; southward, 

Kohath; northward, Merari. Numbers i. 53 thus gives the reason for this,—" But the Levircs shall pitch round 

about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel : 

and the Levitcs shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony. 

THE COURT OF THE TABERNACLE. 

Ex. XXVII. 9—18. PSALM LXXXIV. 2. H E B . X. 25. 

THIS was the sacred enclosure, in which was reared up the Tabernacle, and the Brazen Lavcr and Brazen 

Altar. The height of the Court was about 8 | feet; length, 175 feet; width, 87£ : it was composed of 

fine linen curtains suspended on pillars, the particulars of which will be given in the Elevation. The 

Court had but ONE entrance, and this was called the Gate of the Court. 

THE GATE OF THE COURT. 

Ex. XXVII. 16. PSALM C. JOHN XIV. 6. 

THIS was a beautiful embroidered curtain of blue; purple, and scarlet, suspended on four pillars; and its 

width was thirty-five feet. This was the only entrance to the Courts of the Lord. The colours of it 

were, as was remarked in the introduction, precisely the same as in the veil which in Heb. ix. is said 

to signify HIS flesh. Therefore, emphatically, this is the same,—Christ the way, and the only way of 

access to God. See Eph. ii. 18, and John xiv. 6. 

THE BRAZEN ALTAR. 

EXOD. xxvii. 1—8. 

THE Brazen Altar of burnt offering, as to its form and material, is principally described in Ex. xxvii. 

1—8, — "And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the 

altar shall be foursquare : and the height thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt make the horns 

of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of the same : and thou shalt overlay it with brass. 

And thou shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and his shovels, and his basons, and his ficshhooks, and 

his firepans : all the vessels thereof thou shalt make of brass. And thou shalt make for it a grate of 

network of brass; and upon the net shalt thou make four brazen rings in the four corners thereof. 

And thou shalt put it under the compass of the altar beneath, that the net may be even to the midst 
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of the altar. And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of sliittira wood, and overlay them with 

brass. And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves shall be upon the two sides of the altar, 

to bear it. Hollow with boards shalt thou make it : as it Avas shewed thee in the mount, so shall they 

make it." The brazen grate seems to have had its place in the midst, or middle part of the altar, and 

was kept there by the four rings, which evidently were pierced through the corners of the altar, and served 

also for the staves to be put through: this grate received the ashes that fell from the sacrifice; and 

during the march, the embers of the fire were kept ever alive here. The compass of the altar seems to 

have been a broad ledge, extending over to the centre, so that the wood was laid in order across it, and 

the sacrifice placed on the wood. 

The place of the Altar was between the gate of the Court and the Laver. 

The sanctification of the Altar took place on the seven days that Aaron and his sons were 

consecrated to the Priesthood, and the command for it is as follows,—" And thou shalt offer every day a 

bullock for a sin offering for atonement : and thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou hast made an 

atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it to sanctify it. Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the 

al tar: two lambs of the first year day by day continually." After which, the character of the burnt 

offering is thus fully described,—-" The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb 

at even : and with the one lamb a tenth, deal of flour mingled with a fourth part of an bin of beaten 

oi l ; and the fourth part of an bin of wine for a drink offering. And the other lamb thou shalt offer at 

even, and shalt do thereto according to the meat offering of the morning, and according to the drink 

offering thereof, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the Lord. Tltis shall be a continual 

burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the 

Lord: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee. And there I will meet with the children of Israel 

and the tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory. And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, 

and the altar : I will sanctify also both Aaron, and his sons, to minister to me in the priest's office. And 

I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the 

Lord their God that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them : I am 

the Lord their God." 

The day of God's acceptance of the burnt offering by fire, was on the eighth day of Aaron's 

consecration, the first day of the new week, and is thus described most blessedly in Lev. ix. 22—24,— 

" And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and came down from offering of the 

sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle 

of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the Lord appeared unto 

all the people. And there came a fire out from before the Lord, and consumed upon the altar the burnt 

offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 

The law of the burnt offering was also very express. Lev. vi. 8—13 fully describes it. And here 

also the Lord commands that the fire should never be put out, and undertakes Himself that it should never 

go out. 

The whole of the first chapter of Leviticus should be expressly read also on this subject ; and likewise 

Numbers xxviii. particularly : there it is called the continual burnt offering, and the provision for it 

made, that on the sabbath day it was to be doubled. The burnt offering was (as must have been noticed 

in the above quotations) always accompanied by its meat offering and drink offering. The word meat from 

its general use in our language for animal food, does not convey the idea of this offering; the word 

signifies more especially food or support; it was always of fine flour, and the drink offering was wine, all 

of which doubtless had a direct typical signification, and into which (considering them all as God's 

shadows of good things, and God's servants to shew out the gospel) the Christian is surely bound to 

search: they all doubtless point to the finished work of Christ. Indeed, these Scriptures, as has been well 

observed, " bring out the anatomy of the work of Christ." The gospels give the broad features and outline 

of the picture, but in the varied sacrifices of the law Ave get it filled i n ; while in the Psalms, Ave, as it 

Avere, are led into the secret recesses of the agony of that blessed holy Sufferer, AVIIO bore our sins in 

his OAvn body on the tree. 

All the other offerings were brought to tliis altar, for there was no other but this one, the importance 

attached to which is given in that most interesting chapter, Joshua xxii., when the ten tribes of the 

Canaan side of Jordan, sent to Reuben, and Gad, and the half tribe of Manassch, "understanding that they 

had raised a great altar to see to:" so important Avas the occasion, that ten princes, a prince for each 
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tribe was sent in this service; the appeal of the accused tribes to the Lord is most striking,—" Then 

the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said 

unto the heads of the thousands of Israel, The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he knoweth, 

and Israel he shall know; if it be in rebellion, or if in transgression against the Lord, (save us not this 

day,) That we have built us an altar to turn from following the Lord, or if to offer thereon 

burnt offering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the Lord himself require it." 

Leviticus, from the first to the eighth chapter, is very full in its description of all the offerings. First, 

the burnt offering, as has been shown; second, meat offering (with which no honey or leaven was to 

be offered) ; third, peace offering; fourth, sin offering; fifth, trespass offering; sixth and seventh, further 

enlargement on each offering. These chapters should be especially searched; indeed, one aged christian, 

whose memory is blest, was wont to say, after the quaint style of his day, when preaching from this 

book, " The gospel according to Leviticus;" and that word in Hebrews quite authorised his saying. Heb. iv. 2. 

see also x. 1. 

The truth shown out by the continual burnt offering, is surely most precious to the believer. IT was 

the effort of the finite to set out the Infinite ; for as there was never a moment that there was not a lamb 

on the brazen altar as a sweet savour before God, so in like manner, the continual obedience of our blessed 

Lord unto death, doing the Father's will (John x. 17), was ever as a sweet savour before H I M , a sacrifice 

ever before the Lord. But Jesus is also our sin offering, as has been shown before; He is likewise our 

trespass offering, our peace offering, our Alpha and Omega, our first and last, our All in All. 

The brazen altar was the table of the Lord in the great Court, and there He fed continually by fire 

on the sacrifice ; and like as it was the Son's " meat and drink to do His Father's will," so it was the 

Father's meat and drink to accept his doing of it. How beautiful does Isa. xlii. 1 shew this out,—" Behold 

my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth." And may it not be said that in 

the brazen altar THE FATHER beheld the work of Christ, as the work of His sent Son, ever doing His 

will, and it was a sweet savour continually before him. While without the Camp, the JUST JUDGE 

beheld the Surety, even the co-equal and co-eternal So?i, bearing our guilt, and blotting out the hand writing 

of ordinances that was against us, and which was contrary to us ; and taking it out of the way, He nailed 

it to His cross, Col. ii. 13, 1 4 ; and HE visited him with the judgment of death due to our sin, and 

He died the just for the unjust. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Infinite and ever blessed truth !—" He was made sin for us 

who knew no sin, that Ave might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Cor. v. 19—21. 

Ere the reference to the brazen altar is concluded, it may be well to remark, that not only the 

general offerings of thanksgiving were offered here, but also it was here that the High Priest waved the 

sheaf of the first fruits {which must have been gathered the previous week) before the Lord, the morning 

after the sabbath, which seems to have been the sabbath immediately after the Passover (compare Josh. v. 11 

with Lev. xxiii. 11); and if this was the case (the feast of Pentecost being exactly fifty days afterwards), 

then on that verv morning that our blessed Lord arose from the dead, and became the first fruits of 

them that slept, was the High Priest standing at the brazen altar in the Court of the Temple, waving 

the sheaf of the first fruits before the Lord : and so the shadow of the law, and the truth set forth by 

it, were both existing at the same time, just as it had been in the death of the Paschal Lamb three 

days previous. Jesus was the true com of wheat that fell into the ground and died, and brought forth 

much fruit, John xii. 2 4 ; the dew of His birth was as the womb of the morning, Psalm, ex. 3 ; and 

the great day of harvest will reveal a multitude which no man can number, out of every kindred, tongue, 

and people, Ilev. viii.; but the harvest will not be until the seventh month :—then the last feast shall take 

place, i. e., the feast of tabernacles, the earnest of which was in the incarnation of our blessed Lord; when 

the Word that was God, and was with God, was made flesh and tabernacled amongst us. John i. 1—14. 

It will be very profitable here to read the whole of Lev. xxiii., and see the aspect of the three great feasts of 

Israel, i. e., the Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles on the Church. The Passover is at once applied to the 

Lord in 1 Cor. v.; and we rejoice in the truth, that " Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." The second 

feast—Pentecost—had two parts in it : first, the waving of the sheaf ; and secondly, the bringing forth of 

the two wave loaves. The time commenced from the first part, and when seven sevens were completed, then 

the next day being the fiftieth, the Lord commanded, " that they should bring out of their habitation two wave 

oaves, of two tenth deals (two omcrs) ; they were to be of fine flour, and baked with leaven-, they were the 

FIRST YIIUITS unto the Lord.3' This peculiar offering was to be accompanied by a burnt offering, peace 

offering, and sin offering. Now as the Holy Ghost descended on this day, and as he descended in virtue 

tT" 
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tribe was sent in this service; the appeal of the accused tribes to the Lord is most striking,—" Then 

the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said 

unto the heads of the thousands of Israel, The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he knoweth, 

and Israel he shall know; if it be in rebellion, or if in transgression against the Lord, (save us not this 

day,) That we have built us an altar to turn from following the Lord, or if to offer thereon 

burnt offering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the Lord himself require it." 

Leviticus, from the first to the eighth chapter, is very full in its description of all the offerings. First, 

the burnt offering, as has been shown; second, meat offering (with which no honey or leaven was to 

be offered) ; third, peace offering; fourth, sin offering; fifth, trespass offering; sixth and seventh, further 

enlargement on each offering. These chapters should be especially searched; indeed, one aged christian, 

whose memory is blest, was wont to say, after the quaint style of his day, when preaching from this 

book, " The gospel according to Leviticus ;" and that word in Hebrews quite authorised his saying. Heb. iv. 2. 

see also x. 1. 

The truth shown out by the continual burnt offering, is surely most precious to the believer. IT was 

the effort of the finite to set out the Infinite; for as there was never a moment that there was not a lamb 

on the brazen altar as a sweet savour before God, so in like manner, the continual obedience of our blessed 

Lord unto death, doing the Father's will (John x. 17), was ever as a sweet savour before H I M , a sacrifice 

ever before the Lord. But Jesus is also our sin offering, as has been shown before ; He is likewise our 

trespass offering, our peace offering, our Alpha and Omega, our first and last, our All in All, 

The brazen altar was the table of the Lord in the great Court, and there He fed continually by fire 

on the sacrifice ; and like as it was the Son's "meat and drink to do His Father's will," so it >vas the 

Father's meat and drink to accept his doing of it. How beautiful does Isa. xlii. 1 shew this out,—" Behold 

my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth" And may it not be said that in 

the brazen altar THE FATHER beheld the work of Christ, as the work of His sent Son, ever doing His 

will, and it was a sweet savour continually before him. While without the Camp, the JUST JUDGE 

beheld the Surety, even the co-equal and co-eternal Son, bearing our guilt, and blotting out the hand writing 

of ordinances that was against us, and which was contrary to us ; and taking it out of the way, He nailed 

it to His cross, Col. ii. 13, 1 4 ; and HE visited him with the judgment of death due to our sin, and 

He died the just for the unjust. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Infinite and ever blessed truth !—" He was made sin for us 

who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Cor. v. 19—21. 

Ere the reference to the brazen altar is concluded, it may be well to remark, that not only the 

general offerings of thanksgiving were offered here, but also it was here that the High Priest waved the 

sheaf of the first fruits (which must have been gathered the previous week) before the Lord, the morning 

after the sabbath, Avhich seems to have been the sabbath immediately after the Passover (compare Josh. v. 11 

with Lev. xxiii. 11); and if this was the case (the feast of Pentecost being exactly fifty days afterwards), 

then on that very morning that our blessed Lord arose from the dead, and became the first fruits of 

them that slept, was the High Priest standing at the brazen altar in the Court of the Temple, waving 

the sheaf of the first fruits before the Lord : and so the shadow of the law, and the truth set forth by 

it, were both existing at the same time, just as it had been in the death of the Paschal Lamb three 

days previous. Jesus was the true corn of wheat that fell into the ground and died, and brought forth 

much fruit, John xii. 24 ; the dew of His birth was as the womb of the morning, Psalm, ex. 3 ; and 

the great day of harvest will reveal a multitude which no man can number, out of every kindred, tongue, 

and people, Rev. viii.; but the harvest will not be until the seventh month :—then the last feast shall take 

place, i. c., the feast of tabernacles, the earnest of which was in the incarnation of our blessed Lord; when 

the Word that was God, and was with God, was made flesh and tabernacled amongst us. John i. 1—14. 

It will be very profitable here to read the whole of Lev. xxiii., and see the aspect of the three great feasts of 

Israel, i. e., the Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles on the Church. The Passover is at once applied to the 

Lord in 1 Cor. v.; and we rejoice in the truth, that " Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." The second 

feast—Pentecost—had two parts in it : first, the waving of the sheaf ; and secondly, the bringing forth of 

the two wave loaves. The time commenced from the first part, and when seven sevens were completed, then 

the next day being the fiftieth, the Lord commanded, " that they should bring out of their habitation two wave 

oaves, of two tenth deals (two omers) ; they were to be of fine flour, and baked with leaven-, they were the 

FIRST FRUITS unto the Lord." This peculiar offering was to be accompanied by a burnt offering, peace 

offering, and sin offering. Now a3 the Holy Ghost descended on this day, and as he descended in virtue 
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of the resurrection of the Lord—the true sheaf of the first fruits—we may expect hi this offering in 

Leviticus to sec His blessed work set forth ; and surely we do, in the offering of those two wave loaves, 

behold tlic JEW AND GENTILE raised up by the quickening power of the Holy Ghost, and waved before 

the Lord as the ONE offering of the first fruits; and the Apostle James, in his general Epistle, (i. 18) by the 

Spirit, seems to allude to this when he calls the Church a kind of first fruits of His creatures; while the Apostle to the 

Romans (viii. 23), no less sets forth the yet imperfect state of the Church, when he says,—" "We that havejhc first 

fruits of the Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit the redemption of the bodv." 

This imperfect state is strikingly symbolized by the leaven being mixed with the two wave loaves, and also 

of the first fruits being accompanied by the sin offering, ver. 20. From Pentecost until the ingathering— 

-that great harvest, when He that sits in the cloud with the golden crown, and having the sharp sickle 

''• shall thrust in IIis sickle and reap—until that day, the Holy Ghost, who descended on those gathered at 

Jerusalem, is the great teacher in the Church, which is said to be His temple. 1 Cor. vi. 9. The Acts of 

the Apostles bespeak His mighty power ; He is every where visible; it is the Spirit that divides to every 

one severally as He will; He gathers by the ministry of the gospel God's people out of all nations, and He 

also presides in the Church: indeed, a careful perusal of the Acts of the Apostles on this subject would be 

most profitable to the soul. The Spirit was emphatically the promise of the Father, as Peter so strikingly 

testified, when, preaching on His first descent at Pentecost, he said,—" This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 

we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 

the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear." ^ 

One cannot leave the Brazen Altar without considering that practical lesson our blessed Lord gave 

in His sermon on the mount. Matt. vi. 23, 24. How gracious is the word,—"Leave there thy gift before 

the altar." Your Father loves your gift; He is willing to accept it : but how can He, the God of truth 

and love, accept it whilst another has aught against, you ? go and repair tlie injury, and then come and 

offer thy gift. Blessed truth ! and may the Lord grant to us continual obedience to His will in all things. 

Equally practical is the truth in Lev. vii. 20. The peace offering might not be eaten with uncleanness 

upon the partaker : if so, he was to be cut off. And must not the professor, who boasts of peace with 

God, and yet lives in allowed sin, expect a similar judgment ? 

One offering which has not been mentioned must not be passed over. I t is found in Deut. xxvi. 1, 

and was spoken by Moses just previous to his death, when the forty years of wandering were over, and the 

promised land lay before them:—"And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land Avhich the Lord 

thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessed it, and dwellest therein : That thou shalt take of the 

first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the Lord thy God giveth thee 

and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose to place 

His name there. And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I 

profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am come unto the country which the Lord sware unto our 

fathers for to give us. And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before 

the altar of the Lord thy God." This offering some think was but once offered, and the pronoun THOU 

means ALL the congregation—the one family. And how blessedly docs this set forth to us the Church, when 

all her wanderings have ceased, and she has entered the rest of God.—" Heirs of God, joint heirs with 

Christ," and hereby the lot of God's inheritance, Eph. i. 18, acknowledging that all His promises were 

faithfulness and truth, that not one thing had failed ; that she had set out for the land of Canaan, and 

into the land of Canaan she had come; her dwelling place, the Holy; .City, whose builder and maker " 

was God. 

The last time we read of the Brazen Altar which belonged to the Tabernacle, was when Solomon 
0. 

offered a thousand burnt offerings at Gibeon. l l Chron. i. 3. After which it was carried up to the temple, 

with all the other circumstances of the Tabernacle, and was doubtless laid up there, 2 Chron. v. 5 ; and the 

great altar of Solomon, which also was lighted up by fire from heaven, took its place. 2 Cln-on. vii. 1. 
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THE BRAZEN LAVER. 

Exod. XXVIII. 8. 

T H E material of the Laver is particularly described in Exodus xxviii. 8,—"And he made the Laver, and the 

foot of it, of brass, of the mirrors of those .assembling which assembled at the door of the Tabernacle of 

the congregation." This was doubtless brass of the very finest quality. Ex. xl. 30 tells us both the place 

of the Laver, i. c, " between the tent of the congregation and the altar," and the purpose of it, i. e., for 

Moses and Aaron and his sons to wash their hands and feet thereat, when they went into the tent of the 

congregation, and when they came near unto the altar. These verses, also give us some clue to the form of 

the Laver, and for which no express directions arc recorded ; the higher part being called the Laver, and 

the basement the Foot, both parts being filled with water. 

Neither the dimensions of the Laver, nor how it was to be carried in the march, are mentioned; and 

therefore, it will be wisdom to offer no conjecture upon it. 

The supply of water was doubtless attended to by the Levites, whose office was to attend on the 

priests ; and the Rock that followed them in the desert must have been their continual resource. 

The Typical character of this cleansing water is beautifully brought before us by the Psalmist, Psalm xxvi. 6, 

—" I will wash my hands in innocency, so will I compass thine altar." The priests of the Lord could only 

minister before Him in perfect purity ; for if Aaron or his sons had presumed, because THEY saw no defilement 

that there was none, and so had neglected this command, they would have been cut off, but they went to 

the Laver—this mirror of God,—and they washed their hands and feet thereat, and were clean every whit. 

Compare Ex. xxx. 18, with John xiii. 10. 

So now with the believer, who stands as a priest before God in holy worship;—though he is pardoned 

and accepted in the Beloved, and has been washed and consecrated to God to serve him day and night, yet 

daily and hourly, even in his holiest things, there is defilement ; and therefore ere he enters the holy place 

to pray at that golden altar, or goes to minister before the Lord, and praise while the sAvcct savour of 

the burnt offering is going up, let him pause at the Laver : let him wash there and be clean ; and so 

standing in Christ, he may compass the altar of God, and pray and praise, "with joy unspeakable and 

full of glory." The Laver, then, seems to be the symbol of the Holy Ghost in continual rcnewings, keeping 

the conscience cleansed from every defilement : " cleanse thou me from secret faults" is the heartfelt prayer 

of the child of God whilst approaching the Laver. Psalm xix. 12. 

THE TABERNACLE. 

THE full particulars of the Tabernacle will be found in the next Plate. The foundation of the holy 

house was silver. The framework boards of shittim wood covered with gold, held together by five golden 

rods, and kept upright by cords fastened to brass pins. There were four coverings thrown over this framework. 

The first seemed proper to it, and was called the Tabernacle. The second, the lent of the Tabernacle ; the 

third, the covering ; and the fourth, the outer covering : IT was divided into two parts by a veil. The inner 

part being called " the most holy," into which only the High Priest entered, and that only once a-year, and 

then not without blood, which he offered for himself and the errors of the people, Heb. ix. 7 ; the other was 

called the holy place, wherein the priests, the sons of Aaron, ministered continually. The entrance into the 

holy place was called—the door of the Tabernacle. 

THE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE. 

THE especial direction for this entrance to God's house is thus given, " And thou shalt make an hanging 

for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework. 

And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their 

hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them." Exod. xxvi. 30, 37. This veil 

was precisely the same as the gate of the court—blue, purple, and scarlet; and the sockets for the five 
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golden pillars were brass—the same material as the altar; all the rest of the foundation of the holy house 

was silver ; but then IT was all hidden by the coverings. The door of the Tabernacle is frequently alluded 

to : it was here the LORD especially came and talked with Moses. 

And it was on the north side of the door of the Tabernacle that the burnt offering was to be killed, 

Lev. i. 1 1 : and where the burnt offering was killed, there was also the sin offering, and trespass offering : 

indeed, all were killed here, excepting the red heifer and the bird slain for the leper's cleansing, both of 

which died without the Camp. Why the NORTH side is difficult to determine, excepting, indeed, it marked 

more immediately the presence of God) and the following passages from the Psalms seem to justify this 

view,—"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the 

city of the great King." " Fair weather comcth out of the north, and with the Lord is terrible majesty." Job 

xxxvii. 2'2. " Promotion cometh neither from the cast, nor from the west, nor from the south," Psalm Ixxv. ,G ; 

implying, that the power is thus in the north, FOII the city of the great King is there. That this door of 

the Tabernacle sets forth Jesus, as the continued way of access to God, there can be no doubt. The veil 

was the same as the second veil, with the exception of the cherubim. I t was here the sacrifice died before 

God, and it was here that God in the cloudy pillar often spake through Moses to the people : and so it is 

now, even as it was in the beginning; then a shadow, now a reality : THROUGH HIM we have access 

by one Spirit unto the Father. Eph. ii. 18. 

THE nOLY PLACE. 

As the court was the outer place of God's presence, so was the Holy Place the nearer approach to 

Him. Over the head of the worshipper was the first beautiful covering, embroidered with blue, purple, 

scarlet, and cherubim ; behind him was the first veil; before him was the second, or The Vail,—the way of 

access to the mercy-seat; and on either side were the boards of gold; and as Moses sprinkled the Tabernacle, 

and all the vessels of the ministry with blood (Heb. ix. 21), these golden boards bore on them the same 

covenanting sign of peace; in the centre stood the golden altar ever fragrant with the morning and evening 

incense; on the north was the golden table with the twelve cakes of shewbread, ever before the Lord : and 

on the south the seven branched golden candlestick ever lighted before the Lord; so that in God's house 

there was continually before him light, fragrance, and food', but it will be profitable to consider each 

separately, and first, 

THE GOLDEN TABLE OF SHEWBREAD. 

THE Scriptures are very express as to the form, material, and purpose, of each of the holy vessels 

pertaining to the sanctuary. Ex. xxv. thus records the directions for the golden table,— "Thou shalt also 

make a table of shittim wood : two cubits shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and 

a cubit and a half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, and make thereto a crown 

of gold round about. And thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round about, and thou 

shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round about. And thou shalt make for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings in the four corners that are on the four feet thereof. Over against the border shall 

the rings be for places of the staves to bear the table. And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, 

and overlay them with gold, that the table may be borne with them. And thou shalt make the dishes 

thereof, and spoons thereof, and covers thereof, and bowls thereof, to cover withal : of pure gold shalt thou 

make them." From hence it should seem that the golden table had TWO crowns of gold—one round the 

table itself, and the other round the border. The verses, read carefully over, will surely convince any one 

of this ; and if it be so, there must of course be some hidden truth there under the symbol, for it also 

had its answer in the heavenly pattern above. 

The provision for the Holy Table is especially marked in Lev. xxiv. 5—9,—" And thou shalt take 

fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake. And thou shalt set 

them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the Lord. And thou shalt put pure 

frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by fire 

unto the Lord. Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before the Lord continually, being taken from the 
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children of Israel by an everlasting covenant. And it shall be Aaron's, and his sons'; and they shall eat 

it in the holy place : for it is most holy unto Him of the offerings of the Lord made by fire by a 

perpetual statute." 

The word, on a roto, seems to be the same as used for any thing in a line, and therefore, seeking 

to abide close by the word, and that alone, the shewbread has been arranged in two rows, with 

six on a row, and not on each otlier; if this be the case, then the golden table, exhibited, like the curious 

breastplate of the ephod, twelve par ts ; and so a loaf for each tribe, and a golden vessel of frankincense was 

fragrant on each loaf-, in the march, as will be shown, they were taken off the table, and placed on the 

covering of blue. The word shewhread was probably used by our translators to convey the idea of the 

Hebrew words, " bread of faces •/' for all Israel were ever with their faces or persons towards the Lord 

in service, and presented thus by the Great High Priest for God to delight in ; and it is a matter of 

interest that the size of the bread was exactly the same as the two wave loaves presented to the Lord at 

the day of Pentecost: and likewise the meat or bread offering, which accompanied the morning and evening 

burnt offering, was exactly the same weight. The bread was changed on the seventh morning; and the priests 

in their courses fed on the consecrated food, and were thus partakers of the Lord's table, just as they had, 

at the brazen altar, partaken of their part of the other offerings, excepting the burnt offering and the 

sin offering when it was burnt without the Camp. Lev. iv. What the shewbread signified, is an inquiry of great 

interest; and certainly light is thrown on it, by the three coverings of the golden table in the march, 

Numb. iv.: and, desiring to speak with deference and humility of soul before the Lord, may it not set 

forth Israel then, and the church of God now, REDEEMED by the blood of the slain Lamb, in service to 

God; while the sweet savour of the frankincense represents the Lord Jesus ever presenting that 

service to the Father, and thus HE feeds through the iveek with delight on the fruit of his people, m 

union with the Son of his love (for it was the Lord's own words, "herein is my Father glorified, that ye 

bear much f rui t") ; and then the priesthood on the seventh morning feeding on the same food, brings 

before the soul this truth—that the church in the future glory will rejoice in that in which the Lord rejoices, 

and be glad with Him. 

The double crown on the golden table, and the two omers in each of the twelve cakes, combined 

with the fact that it was the TWENTY-FOUR courses of the priests that were to feed on this bread of God 

on the seventh morning j (thus leaving an omer for each course—just the quantity of manna laid up in the 

ark, and also the same as Israel gathered morning by morning, all just alike the one omer ;) will ^further 

aid the soul looking fx. the Spirit's guidance in meditating on this subject. And a reference to Rev. iv. 

will here also be profitable; for when the door was opened in heaven, and John was caught up thither, 

he seemed to stand amid the patterns of the heavenly things that Moses had seen in the mount. There was 

the throne of God, as the mercy-seat,—the slain Lamb in resurrection, as the blood on that mercy-seat 

with its right of redemption,—the living creatures, as the cherubim of glory,—the seven lamps of fire, 

which are the seven spirits of God, as the seven lamps in the golden candlestick,—the sea of glass, as the 

laver,—and the golden altar of incense afterwards. But what was the heavenly pattern that answered to the 

golden table, with its double crown and its twelve cakes, with the twenty-four omers in them, brought by the 

children of Israel (Lev. xxiv. 8, 9) offered up to the Lord with the frankincense, and covered in all the 

wanderings of the wilderness by the covering wholly of scarlet ? might it not be (and the remark is made 

more as a matter of prayerful inquiry than otherwise—might not the heavenly pattern be the service of 

those four-and twenty elders, with their golden crowns and robes of white, and thrones of glory around the 

LORD'S THRONE, ever praising Him, ever serving Him, and ever acknowledging that it was by the blood of 

the Lamb, and that alone, that they stood before God accepted in the beloved. 

THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 

THERE was no mention made of the size of the Golden Candlestick; but it must, from its weight—one talent 

of gold or 114 pounds, equal in value J7013—have been some feet in height, probably about six. Exod. xxv 

31—40 thus gives the especial direction for its form and manner of being made —not cast, but of beaten 

gold. " And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made : 
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his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same. And six branches 

shall come out of the sides of i t ; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches 

of the candlestick out of the other side : Tliree bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in 

one branch ; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower : so in the 

six branches that come out of the candlestick. And in the caudlcstick shall be four bowls made like unto 

almonds, witli their knops and their flowers. And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, 

and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the 

six branches that proceed out of the candlestick. Their knops and their branches shall be of the same : all 

of it shall be one beaten Avork of pure gold. And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they 

shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it. And the tongs thereof, and the 

snufldishes thereof, shall be of pure gold. Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels. 

And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount." 

And Leviticus xxiv. 1—4 also gives direction concerning the supplying oil for it,—"And the Lord 

spake unto Moses, saying, Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive, beaten 

for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. Without the vail of the testimony, in the 

Tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the LOKD 

continually : it shall be a statute for ever in your generations. He shall order the lamps upon the pure 

candlestick before the LORD continually." 

There is also an especial reference to the Candlestick in the Book of Numbers ; it occurs in the 

eighth chapter, after Moses had gone into the Tabernacle ; for the Lord spake unto Moses, from off the 

mercy-seat that was upon the ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubims,—" Speak unto Aaron, 

and say unto lum, When thou lightest the lamps they shall give light over against the Candlestick, and Aaron 

did so." This command seems to mark the position that it was placed east and west; so that when its light shone 

over against the Candlestick, it shone on the golden table. The type of the Golden Candlestick is more 

evident than the golden table of shewbrcad. I t is Christ the light of the world, and His people in union 

with him deriving their light from him, by His Spirit—the light of the world also. Zechariah iv. and 

Revelations i. 20. iv. 5 justify this application of the Golden Candlestick. The Lord loves to see His people 

with their lamps burning brightly; and- sweet and gracious is the promise—those that turn many to 

righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever. 

THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE. 

TUB command for the Golden Altar does not occur in order with the other holy vessels—not, indeed, until 

the command for Aaron's consecration ; but then the language is most express and full,—" And thou shalt 

make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it. A cubit shall be the length 

thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be : and two cubits sliall be the height thereof: 

the horns thereof shall be of the same. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the 

sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about. 

And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the 

two sides of it shalt thou make i t ; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal. And 

thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt put it before 

the vail that is by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will 

meet with thee. And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning : when he dresseth the lamps, 

he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he sliall burn incense upon 

it a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your generations. Ye shall offer no strange incense 

thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon. And Aaron 

shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of 

atonement : once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations : it is most 

holy unto the Lord." 

That striking verse in Psalm cxli. 2—" Let nry prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the 

lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice"—throws great light on the ministry at the Golden Altar. 

Indeed, very many of the Psalms have a direct spiritual reference to the Tabernacle service; for during 

David's life, it was at the Ark and the Tabernacle where God was worshipped. It was standing at this 
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altar that Zachariah was, -when the people were standing without praying, Luke ii. These two passages taken 

together throw light also on this hlcsscd symbol; but we arc ever to remember, in the Tabernacle it was 

Aaron who was to place the bread on the golden table, light the lamps in the golden candlestick, and also 

as here to offer the incense morning and evening at the Golden Altar. Aaron's sons (lie being the father of 

the priesthood and anointed with oil before their consecration, Lev. viii. 12) were indeed to watch the lights 

and the incense and the shewbread, as is beautifully shewn in the 134th Psalm,—"Behold, bless ye 

the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, which by night stand in the house of the Lord. Lift up your 

hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of 

Zion." 

Revelations viii. 2, 3, throws also light upon this subject. The Lord Jesus seems there set forth as the 

High Priest interceding for his people; for the golden censer was proper to the holy place, which could only be 

entered by the High Priest: it may have also a relation to his ancient people, Israel. 

The position of the altar seems to have been with the corners or horns of it towards the four quarters 

of the earth; shewing that our great Aaron first, and his church through him, ever remember the wants of 

his people, from all and every place. Not a sigh, or cry, or tear, from any part of the whole earth but what 

finds its way to this ever fragrant altar; and there the Lord takes it up, and presents it with much incense 

to the Father. The authority for thus placing the Golden Altar is found in Ex. xxx. 4,—"And two golden 

rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it 

shalt thou make it, and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal." This would seem to 

demand that the rings should be placed in the corners of the altar, and as there were only two of them, 

and the altar was put down as it was carried, thus it always stood on tlie earth (sanctified by God's 

presence, and holy ground,) in the holy place. 

THE VAIL OF THE TABERNACLE. 

THIS was emphatically THE vail. I t was the door of entrance to the immediate presence of the Lord. Ex. 

xxvi. 21—33. This gives the direction for its form, material, and also how it was to be put up,—" And thou 

shalt make a vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work : with chcrubims 

shall it be made: and thou shalt hang it upon four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold : their hooks 

shall be of gold, upon the four sockets of silver. And thou shalt hang up the vail under the taches, that 

thou mayest bring in thither within the vail the ark of the testimony : and the vail shall divide unto you 

betwecn^the holy place and the most holy." 

This vail has been before alluded to, as a guide to understand the type of the previous ways of 

access. For the first gate (the entrance to the court), and the door of the tabernacle (the second entrance to the 

holy place), and now this—the vail (the third or last entrance), were all the same, i. e. fine linen, embroidered 

with blue, purple, and scarlet ; only the last had chcrubims thereon, precisely the same as the first covering 

to the tabernacle. Moreover this Vail was called the COVERING VAIL, and on the march was not folded up 

and carried in the waggons, as all the others were, but was placed over the cherubim, and mercy-scat, and 

ark, covEitiNG all. Numb. iv. 5. Aaron never passed this Vail but once in the year, and that on the great 

day of atonement. At other times, with the breast-plate on his heart, the urim and thummim on the 

brcast-platc, and clothed with the cphod, he inquired of the Lord, and a voice spake to him, as to Moses, 

from the mercy-scat. Ex. xxv. 22, Numb. vii. 89, 1 Sam. xxiii. 2, 9. xxxii. 7. 

Matt, xxvii. 51, and Heb. x. 19, 20, open out to us the mystery of t/ie rent vail. Tims when the 

great Antitype was rent on the cross, the vail of the temple was also rent from the top to the bottom. 

Tins was the EARNEST of HIS resurrection,—the note of preparation that the true Mclchiscdcc was at hand. 

The graves also of many of the saints who slept WERE OPENED, announcing that l ie who was the resurrection 

and the life was at hand to them, and WHEN He arose, as the first fruits,' then they arose with Him, but not 

till then, Matt, xxvii. 53 ; for it was not possible that that Holy One, who had bowed his head and gave up 

the ghost, could be holdcn of the cords of death : his flesh rested in hope. The path of life awaited Him, 

Psalm xvi.; and on the third morning, the morning after the Sabbath, He rose from the dead, the first 

fruits of them that slept. Death had no right to detain Him.: He had gone into his dominions, and rose 

triumphant, and by death destroyed Him that had the power of death, Heb. ii. 14; and when He had overcome 

the sharpness of death, He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. This is the mystery of the rent 
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vail; and now,—seeing that He has ascended up on high, and led captivity captive ! (Psalm lxviii. 13—17), and 

entered through the gates of heaven in exceeding majesty and triumph (Psalm xxiv.), the Forerunner of His 

people (Heb. vi. 20), the Preparer of their mansions (John xiv. 1, 2),—and having sprinkled the mercy-seat 

with His own blood (Lev. xvi. 14, Heb. ix. 12),—Pic is welcomed by the Father, having finished the work 

He gave him to do (John xi. John xvii. 1, 2), to the right hand of power, and as the true Melchizedeck— 

the King and Priest : the Lord sware to Him, and will not repent,—Thou art a Priest for ever after the 

order of Mclchizedeck, Psalm ~cx. It was there Stephen saw him, in the hour of his need, Acts vii . ; 

and the church now is exhorted to come boldly to the tlirone of grace, the mercy-seat, to obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in every time of need. Heb. iv. 4. 

THE MOST HOLY PLACE. 

Tins was the inner part of the Tabernacle within the vail; the ceiling above was the same as the Holy 

place ; the first embroidered curtain, blue, purple, scarlet, and cherubim ; on either side and at the end 

were the golden boards; and behind, the vail ; but still the worshipper stood on the earth, and it was 

there the ark rested. As the form of the Most Holy is determined by the curtains, that will be treated 

of in the next drawing. 

THE ARK AND MERCY-SEAT, AND THE CHERUBIM OF GLORY. 

THE Ark was the first thing that the Lord gave Moses the especial directions to make, and it was the 

only one thing that was proper both to the Tabernacle and the Temple; all the other holy vessels of the 

TABERNACLE were put by, and others of greater glory succeeded them, but the ark remained the 

same : true, indeed, its dwelling place in the temple was more glorious—its pavement was gold, the ceiling 

above was gold, on either side was gold, and two other cherubims stretched across the whole square of 

the Most Holy place;—but still the Ark itself was precisely the same, and in it were the two tables of 

the testimony; but now our meditation is of the Ark IN THE TABERNACLE. 

Ex. xxv. 10—22 gives to us, as follows, all the particulars concerning the Ark,—"And they shall 

make an ark of shittim wrood: two cubits and a half shall be the length tltereof, and a cubit and a half the 

breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within 

and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. And thou shalt cast 

four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side 

of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them 

with gold. And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne 

with them. The staves shall be in the rings of the ark : they shall not be taken from it. And thou shalt 

put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee. And thou shalt make a mercy-seat of pure gold : two 

cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt 

make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy-seat. 

And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end ; even of the mercy seat 

shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings 

on high, covering the mercy-seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another : toward the 

mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the ark , 

and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and 

I will commune with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon 

the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of 

Israel." 

The Ark had within it the tables of the testimony, placed there, it is probable, the moment 

Moses descended from the mount ; and it is to be marked, that whilst the sides and ends were the 

shittim wood covered with gold, the covering or top was of solid gold, and the cherubim of glory were 

made out of the same piece of beaten work, and their wings, as the text shews, touched each other. In 

the Most Holy place also laid up before the Lord, was there the rod of Aaron that budded, and the 

golden pot of manna; and the Apostle, when writing to the Hebrews, says, they were within the Ark. 
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But the passage in 2 Chron. v. 10, saying, there was nothing there save the two tables of stone, 

would lead to the supposition that they rested on the mercy-seat, or by it. That the Ark signified the 

person of our blessed Lord, there can be no doubt ; the law—the covenant of God within HIS HEART ; 

and there he magnified it and made it honourable ; and the all-pure and golden mercy-seat just fitted the 

Ark, and covered IT in for ever. The rod of Aaron set forth very blessedly the continual priesthood, and 

the only priesthood of our blessed Lord ; while the hidden manna set him forth as the food of God and 

man. Indeed, from the sin offering consuming without the camp, up to the Ark in the Holy of Holies, 

all testify of Jesus : He is the Alpha and Omega—the beginning and the ending—the All and in All. No 

remark is offered as to the cherubim ; they set forth something of transcendent glory: but the word " of 

which we cannot now speak particularly," Heb. ix. 5, seems to throw a holy caution on the subject. 

Once in the year the High Priest entered into the holy place, and sprinkled the blood of the 

bullock and the lamb on the mercy-seat, and before it seven times : it seems that this was done at two 

different times, he offered first for himself, and then for the errors of the people; he could not have 

offered for the people until he had offered for himself. After this annual atonement : he came out and 

changed the all-white garments for his garments of glory and beauty, and so offered his burnt offering. But 

our blessed Lord entered in once (for He need not to offer for himself) into the Most Holy place, even into 

heaven itself with his own blood now to appear in the presence of God for us. And ere long He will come 

forth in glory and beauty to bless His people. Then will be the great day of jubilee—then will the great 

trumpet be sounded, and His elect shall be gathered to Him from all quarters of the earth. A reference 

to Lev. xxv. 9 proves that the jubilee trumpet was sounded on the great day of atonement, even the tenth 

day of the seventh month ; and of course could not have been sounded, until Aaron had come out of the 

Most Holy place, and came forth to offer his burnt offering : this was the moment, doubtless, of the sounding 

of the trumpet: relative to this day of atonement, it was beautifully said by the Jews of old, " he had never 

seen sorrow that had not seen Israel during the absence of the High Priest, and he had never seen joy 

that had not seen Israel when the High Priest came forth to bless ;" for then it was, that in the year of 

jubilee the trumpet sounded, and from Dan to Beersheba the tidings ran,—"The year of our redemption is 

come," and Israel longed for that day ; and so should the church of God now be looking for, and hastening 

unto, the coming of the day of God; for THEN shall the true Melchizedeck, the King and Priest, come out 

to bless His people ; yea, come for the redemption of the purchased possession, and take HIS people to 

himself for ever, even for ever and ever. Eph. i. 14. 



T H E C A M P A T R E S T . 

T H E Tabernacle was reared up by Moses on the first day of the second year after coming out of Egypt. 

The last chapter of Exodus gives the most minute account of this ; but the arrangement of the order of 

the Camp, both as it respects the twelve tribes and the Lcvites, did not take place until afterwards; therefore, 

to bring the ivhole subject before the mind, the notes on this second Plate will detail the setting up of the 

Tabernacle, as it took place whenever the Camp rested in the wilderness. See especially, Numb. i. 53, and 

all Numb. ii. 

The pillar of the cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, guided and directed all the movements 

of the Camp, Numb. ix. 17—23. Whenever, then, Moses observed the cloud rest, he uttered the prayer, 

" lleturn, O Lord, to the many thousands of Israel." Instantly the whole Camp knew the sign, and every 

individual knew his place. 

The regal tribe of Judah, with the two tribes of Issachar and Zcbulon, marched to their position 

towards the rising of the sun, their nearest tents being 2000 cubits from the Tabernacle; then Reuben, 

Simeon, and Gad, moved on to the south; Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, to the east; and Dan, Asher, 

and Napthali, to the north; each the same distance as Judah from the Tabernacle : meanwhile, the Meraritcs 

took from out their four waggons, which were under the hand of Ithamar the fourth son of Aaron, the 100 

silver sockets, and golden boards, and pillars of the Tabernacle. The silver sockets weighed exactly one 

talent each, equal to 114 pounds; so that either they were laid very deep in the earth, or of considerable width; 

but either way, they must have made a most sure foundation. And it is a subject full of intense interest, that 

THIS SILVER was not the promiscuous gift of the people, as every thing else was ; but, as has been remarked 

in the Introduction, was made up of the ransom money, which every individual in the Camp, of the age of 

twenty and upwards, had given, when they were numbered, as a ransom for their souls—a half shekel for 

each, from the eldest even to the least;—the rich might not give more—the poor might not give less; so that 

when the Holy House, God's dwelling, was looked at, all had an equal share in its foundation, and this in 

some way connected witli their life, for it was made of the silver given as a ransom for their souls. The 

people numbered, were 003,550. This number in half shekels just made 100 talents for the sockets, and 

the remainder, 2550, were used for -the chapiters (capitals), fillets and hooks of the pillars of the court; and 

thus the firm foundation of the Holy House, and the glistering and shining capitals of the court were not 

only of the same material, but of the SAME SUBSTANCK. 

The foundation of the Tabernacle having been thus surely laid, (with its entrance always from the east,) 

—i . c., forty silver sockets for the north side, forty for the south, sixteen for the west and the corners, and four 

for the golden pillars on which the vail was to be suspended that divided the Most Holy from the Holy ; 

and also the five brazen sockets for the five golden pillars from which the vail that formed the door of the 

Tabernacle was to hang down,—the Meraritcs now brought the golden boards and bars, and also the 

nine golden pillars. These boards were one cubit and half in width, and ten cubits in height, and were 

made of the shittim (accasia) wood, and covered over with gold ; these they placed in their respective sockets, 

each board having two tenons : twenty were reared up on the north side, and twenty on the south, and 

eight on the west : five bars of the same wood, and covered with gold, held the whole framework firm 

together ; four of those bars went through golden rings fixed to the boards, but the centre one went THROUGH 

all the boards. The arrangement of the eight boards of the western side, or, as our version has it, of the 

sides of the Tabernacle westward, is of considerable difficulty ; for if we imagine an extreme obtuse angle* 

to account for the language, the sides westward, there would be an impossibility to run the centre goldeu 

bar through all, and this the text (Exod. xxvi. 28) demands should be done. If the Bishops' Bible gives 
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As the first covering was called One Tabernacle (v. 6), so was the second called One TENT (V. 11, 

sec also especially Numb. iii. 25 ) ; and this was of goats' hair, and its dimensions varied a little from the 

first curtain ; but it will be well to look at the text,—" And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be 

a covering upon the Tabernacle : eleven curtains shalt thou make. The length of one curtain shall be thirty 

cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits : and the eleven curtains shall be all of one measure 

And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and shalt double the 

sixth curtain in the forefront of the Tabernacle. And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one 

curtain that is outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which coupkth the 

second. And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the loops, and couple the 

tent together, that it may be ONE. And the remnant that rcmaineth of the curtains of the tent, the half 

curtain that rcmaineth, shall hang over the backside of the Tabernacle. And a cubit on the one side, and 

a cubit on the other side of that which rcmaineth in the length of the curtains of the tent, it shall hang 

over the sides of the Tabernacle on this side and on that side, to cover it." 

This covering, then, it appears, had six parts in one division, and five in the other ; and its taches 

were brass; and it was, moreover, placed immediately over the first,—curtain for curtain : for the extra curtain, 

or sixth part, was to hang doubled, and visible over the forefront, that is, four cubits over the five golden 

pillars—nearly one-half of their height; this, then, would leave the remainder five curtains of twenty cubits 

to cover over the Holy Place, and the other twenty cubits half over the Most Holy, and the remaining 

half of ten cubits to hang over the beautiful curtain even to the earth. Then as to the length of thirty 

cubits, ten was for the top, and ten for each side, which just provides one cubit on each side to cover that 

part of the golden boards which had been left visible, beneath the beautiful covering, which was only 

twenty-eight cubits. This being done, the covering of rams' skins dyed red was placed over it, which must 

have looked wonderful to the sons of Gcrshon, as. they put it on the holy house, even one whole covering of red: 

after this the badgers' skins covered in all, and thus was The Tabernacle completed with its silver sockets, 

golden framework—its tent and coverings. 

After the Tabernacle was thus prepared to receive the Ark and the other holy vessels, the 

Kohathitcs, who had doubtless during the work of the Merarites and Gershonites marched on through the 

vacant space left by the three tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, (who were between them and the 

Tabernacle in the march,) now came up, Num. x. 21, and placed the Ark in the Most Holy Place, and the golden 

table, golden altar, and golden candlestick, each in their relative place, and the brazen Laver, and altar in 

the court. The centre golden pillar of the door of the Tabernacle was, doubtless, not put up until all this 

was finished. The Kohathites having left their sacred charge on the appointed resting place, withdrew, and 

Aaron and his sons drew nigh. Aaron took off the three coverings of the Ark, and suspended the last, 

which is called the covering vail to the four golden pillars: this was never carried in the march as the other 

coverings, but seemed proper to both the march and the rest ; in the one, it was the covering vail; in the 

other, it Mas the Vail that divided the Most Holy from the Holy. Aaron having thus finished what the 

Lord called him to in the Most Holy, came out, and went not in again, until either the Camp moved, or 

the tenth day of the seventh month arrived, which was the great day of atonement, and then he went 

in with the blood to sprinkle it afresh on the mercy-seat, and before it. His sons, while he uncovered the Ark, 

also did the same to the other holy vessels ; meamvhile, other of the Merarites had been en^n^ed in placing 

the sixty sockets of brass for the pillars of the Court; these were, doubtless, doubled at the corners, and 

at the entrance gate of the Court. Exod. xxvii. 9—18 gives the most minute direction for this also,—" And 

thou shalt make the court of the Tabernacle : for the south side southward there shall be hangings for 

the court of fine twined linen of an hundred cubits long for one side : And the twenty pillars thereof 

and their twenty sockets shall be of brass ; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver 

And likewise for the north side in length there shall be hangings of an hundred cubits long, and his 

twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of brass ; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver. And 

for the breadth of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty cubits : their pillars ten, and 

their sockets ten. And the breadth of the court on the east side 'eastward shall be fifty cubits. The 

hangings of one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits : their pillars three, and their sockets three. And 

on the other side shall be hangings fifteen cubits : their pillars three, and their sockets three. And 

for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 

fine twined linen, wrought with needlework : and their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four. All 

the pillars round about the court shall be filleted with silver; their hooks shall be of silver, and their 
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the correct rendering of the passage, there is no difficulty as to this part of the question, i. e., the sides : 

the language i3 thus,—" And on the side of the Tabernacle towards the west, shalt thou make six boards ; 

also, two boards shalt thou make in the corners of the Tabernacle on the two sides; also, they shall be 

joined beneath, and likewise they shall be joined above to a ring ; thus shall It be for them two : they 

shall be for two corners, so they shall be eight boards, having sockets of silver, even sixteen sockets, that 

is, two sockets under one board, and two sockets under another board." If this is the correct rendering 

of the passage, then the difficulty is in a measure obviated. But still the two corner boards form a 

greater difficulty; but there is one way of explaining it, and as it also very materially aids in deciding the 

form of the Most Holy to have been a square, even as the Most Holy place in the Temple, it becomes a 

matter of great interest to examine into it. The Tabernacle itself was thirty cubits long, of which twenty 

cubits formed the Holy place, and ten the Most Holy ; the boards were also ten cubits high; and then for the 

WIDTH, the dimensions of the curtains, as is found in Exod. xxvi., and which will be hereafter treated of, 

fully prove that it was ten cubits also. Now the six boards of the western end provide, of course, for nine 

cubits of this width ; and if we suppose that the two corner boards were divided into two equal parts to 

form the corner angle, then one half cubit of each of these boards must have reached the end of the north 

boards and south boards, and projected beyond them a quarter of a cubit, and then coupled to this the 

other half part of the board, (probably marking the dimensions of all the boards to have been a quarter of a 

cubit thick), and then joined above and below to a ring, and we have the ten cubits for the width ;* and also 

the corner boards explained. Moreover, seeing the pre-eminence that is always given to the corner—the chief 

corner stone—we may well imagine that there is some important truth under this figure, when it is so 

particularly brought before us ; and thus it was that the whole building, or beautiful framework, was fitly 

joined together and reared up by the Merarites. 

The golden framework being thus reared up, and the four golden pillars being put into their four 

sockets of silver, and the five into their sockets of brass, the Merarites gave place to the Gershonitcs, who 

came with their two waggons also under the hand of Ithamar, and first took out the beautiful embroidered 

curtain of blue, purple, scarlet, and cherubim, exactly the same as T H E Vail. The especial command 

concerning these curtains is given in Exodus xxvi., and should be read with great attention, as it throws 

much light on the dimensions of the Most Holy place : this was the direction to Moses,—" Moreover thou 

shalt make THE TABERNACLE with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet : 

with chcrubims of cunning work shalt thou make them. The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty 

cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits : and every one of the curtains shall have one measure. 

The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and other five curtains shall be coupled one to 

another. And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from the selvedge in the 

coupling ; and likeAvise shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of another curtain, in the coupling of the 

second. Eifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of 

the curtain that is in the coupling of the second; that the loops may take hold one of another. And thou 

shalt make fifty taches of gold, and couple the curtains together with the taclies : and it shall be one 

TABERNACLE." From this it is manifest that the curtains were made separate, ten in number, and all of 

equal measure, and that afterwards these ten were sown together into two great curtains of five each ; and 

to each of these two were made fifty loops of blue (blue silk the old Bibles always translate it), and these 

loops were placed IN EACH OTHER TO TAKE HOLD of each other, and then HELD FIRM TOGETHER by golden 

taches, or fastenings, and so it became ONE Tabernacle; and when thus arranged, it was afterwards drawn 

tight over the golden framework, the golden taches being placed immediately over the four golden pillars 

to which the Vail was suspended, Exod. xxvi. 33 (and this covering, and THE VAIL, were exactly the same). 

This being done, the Holy Place had of course one of the great curtains for its ceiling : this determines the 

length of the Holy Place to be twenty cubits; and the whole Tabernacle being thirty cubits, the length 

of the Most Holy place is also determined to be ten cubits; and then the remainder of the other 

great curtain being ten cubits, just ONE HALF of it fell over the western side, even to the ground ; and 

seeing that the width of the golden' framework was ten cubits, (and the next covering proves this), then was 

the twenty-eight cubits of this embroidered curtain thus provided for ; ten for the ceiling or top part, and 

nine on each side, leaving one cubit of the golden boards visibfe, until the next covering of goats' hair was 

put over. 

* As half of each of the end boards was UIHS coupled to form the corners, there is a slight inaccuracy in the ground plan ; the 

width there being given to the whole eight bpards, i. c , twelve cubits instead of ten cubits. 
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sockets of brass. The length of the court shall be an hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty even' where, 

and the height five cubits of fine twined linen, and their sockets of brass." 

The material of the pillars is not mentioned, but most probably it was also acacia wood ; they could 

not have been of brass, for the quantity supplied would not have admitted of it, Exod. xxxviii. 29 ; and, 

moreover, the weight would have been too great for the waggons. The passage in Exodus xxvii. 10, which 

seems to demand their being brass, if read with a stop at the word " thereof;" would confine the word " brass" 

to the sockets, which is expressly provided for. Exod. xxxviii. 30. 

Thus was the Tabernacle and the Court all completed. The Levitcs were encamped around the Court, 

and the Tribes around all; and the Camp moved not again until the cloud moved: it was the pilgrim rest of 

the wilderness—at rest, and yet ready to move when the cloud moved; and indeed it must have been a glorious 

sight in the midst of the waste howling wilderness—upwards of 000,000, above the age of twenty, besides 

the women and children ; also the Levitcs : more than- a million of people; and yet the Lord day by day 

spread their table : His hand was never weary to supply them—He fed them with manna ; there was no 

water in the wilderness, but the Rock followed them ; the fiery serpent was around them, but the Lord, 

as a wall of fire, kept them, saving when they murmured because of the way—for a little the Lord let them 

see what the way would be, if He was not with them. The fiery serpent could not come, but as the Lord 

gave them up to judgment : that gracious cloud also shaded them by day, lighted them by night, and was 

their guide in all their journeys and resting places. It should seem from Psalm cv. 39, that though the cloud 

rose up as a column over the Tabernacle, it spread itself out also to the skirts of the Camp ; their garment 

also was ever enduring ; but above all, far above all, God dwelt in the midst of the Camp, Numb. v. 1—3, 

and walked in the midst of the Camp, to keep them from evil, Deut, xxiii. 14. The blood of the atoning 

lamb ever spoke peace on the mercy-scat: there was always light, and fragrance, and food in the Holy Place. 

The pure water to cleanse was always in the Laver, and the sweet savour of the burnt offerings was ever 

before the Lord ; and without the Camp was the ashes of the red heifer ready to purify from the touch of 

death : it. was the Lord's family at peace with Him in the blood of the everlasting covenant. 

The area of the Camp must have been twelve miles, allowing that the nearest tent of the tribes of 

Israel ŵ as 2000 cubits—3500 feet—from the Tabernacle. The 81st Psalm opens out to us a day of joy— 

one of Israel's solemn feast days—and shews us wonderfully how the Lord cared for his people. And have 

we not all these blessings, and more?—is not Jesus our Bread of Life?—is He not our Rock and Strength?— 

do we not overcome the fiery serpent, by gazing on His cross ?—is not the blood of our atoning Lamb ever 

speaking peace for us ?—and is there not light, and fragrance, and food, in God's holy dwelling now ? We 

have the cleansing Laver, and the continual Lamb for a.burnt offering; and in those ashes without the Camp, 

the remembrance of Him who suffered there to deliver us from death at first, and continually to do so : 

He shades us by day, He lights us by night, He guides us as the Good Shepherd through the midst of the 

desert wilderness : Jesus the Lord is all to us—our Alpha and Omega—our All in Al l ; and ere long, in the 

land of Promise, we will come before the Lord, (even as we do now, in hope and earnest,) and acknowledge 

that not one thing has failed of all his promises. Deut. xxvi. 

The language of Balaam, when Israel lay encamped in the plains of Moab, brings before us the glory 

of the CAMP AT REST, and spiritually is true of the church now,—" How goodly arc thy tents, O Jacob, and 

thy tabernacles, O Israel ! As the valleys arc they spread forth, ;is gardens by the river's side, as the trees of 

lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. He hath not beheld iniquity 

in Jacob, neither hath He seen pcrvcrscncss in Israel : the Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a 

king is among them. God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. 

Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel : according to 

this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought !" Numb. xxiv. 5, 0, xxiii. 

21, J22, 23. 

Relative to the ordering of the tribes in the encampment, Judah had the pre-eminence, with his 

standard, cast of the Tabernacle, and with him was Issachar and Zebulon, both the sons of Leah ; 

and then on the south was the first born, Reuben and Simeon, also the sons of Leah, and Gad, the son 

of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid ; on the west was Rachel's son, Benjamin, and her two grandsons, Ephraim and 

Manassch, but Ephraim having the pre-eminence; and on the north Dan, the son of Billah, Rachel's 

handmaid, having the pre-eminence ; also Naphtali, Billah's son ; and Ashcr, Zilpah's son : this w:is the 

ordering of the Camp ; and then as to the Lcvites, their tents wrcre immediately around the Tabernacle : 

Moses and Aaron, and Aaron's sons, having the pre-eminence—guarding tlie gate on a line with Judah's tents. 
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1 Chron. vi. gives the genealogy of the sons of Levi; Gcrshon, first born,—Kohath,—Merari ; of these, Gcrshon 

pitched in the west, Kohath (in whose line was Moses, Aaron, and Miriam ; for Kohath was the father of 

Amrara, the father of Moses); to the south, and Merari to the north. Numbers i. 53 speaks blessedly as to 

their office ; and Numbers viii. especially details their consecration. 

The circumstances of the Court, with its gate, have been looked at in the first notes; and so, likewise, 

the Brazen Altar, Laver, and all within the Tabernacle : but the Tabernacle itself, and its coverings, now call 

our attention. 

THE TABERNACLE AND ITS COVERINGS. 

THAT the Tabernacle, its tent, and its coverings, were all typical, and " the shadow of good things to come/' 

there can be no doubt; and that it is a point of holy inquiry for us, there can be no doubt : for whether 

we regard the foundation of God's dwelling, laid in the ransom money, which all Israel had brought,—or the 

superstructure of exactly the same materials as the Ark, i. e., shittim wood covered with gold,—or the first 

covering precisely the same as the covering Vail of the Ark, with its divided parts, united into oiu Tabernacle 

by loops of blue and taches of gold ; and this line of union, placed exactly over the covering vail when 

suspended on the four pillars,—or whether we look on the goats' hair curtain, larger than the first, and 

visible in the front, which was also as a tent to the Tabernacle, and made of material which to tliis 

day is used one while for the dress of princes, so finely spuu, and at another time for the common covering 

for the Arab or his tent, in its coarser thread,—or whether we look on the covering of the tent made of 

the rams' skins dyed red, which must have belonged to animals slain in sacrifice, and especially the same 

as those used in the consecration of the High Priest, Lev. viii. 21, and on the seven days of the feast 

of Tabernacles, (Lev. xxiii., Numb, xxix.) fourteen in number, and also as the one that was caught in the thickets, 

Gen. xxii. 13, and of which it had been said, God will provide himself a Lamb—or whether wc look at the 

outer covering of all, i.e., the badgers' skins, which the Lord in after day, in Ezekiel xvi. 10, when remonstrating 

with Israel, said,—" I clothed thee also with broidered work, and SHOD thee with badgers' skin,"—ALL—all, 

doubtless, has hidden truth to us, most profitable and blessed to search into ; but the ground is holy—it is 

the Lord's dwelling—we must approach it with reverence—we must beware of vain curiosity—and we must 

have Scripture authority for the exposition of the type,—imagination must be suppressed,—the opening of 

these truths must be got in communion with God,—it must be the Spirit of God, who drew the pattern, that can 

alone unfold the parts to u s ; and, therefore, until the mind is enlightened by the Spirit to understand the 

truth from other parts of the word, far better to be silent. Let the Scripture be searched, and searched in 

prayer, and the soul shall yet be able to understand the matter, and measure the pattern. Ezekiel xliii. 10. 
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THE journeys of the children of Israel through the wilderness were entirely dependant on the Lord; the moment 

the cloud ascended from off the Tabernacle, that moment the silver trumpet sounded an alarm. The whole camp 

was instantly in motion, and Judah moved on with the two tribes of Issachar and Zcbulon in that direction the 

cloud moved. When the cloud had, as it were, marked the direction of the journey, it doubtless remained still until 

the whole camp was in its marching order ; meanwhile Aaron and his sons went into the Tabernacle, and Aaron took 

down the covering vail that divided the Holy from the most Holy, and covered the ark of the testimony with i t ; 

and then over this He put a covering of badgers' skin, and then, as an outer covering, a cloth wholly of blue; 

after this they covered all the holy vessels, L e., the golden candlestick, golden altar, and golden table of shewbread, 

and smaller golden vessels, also the brazen altar, with their proper coverings, which will be hereafter noticed. This 

being done, the Gershonites came near with their waggons, and placed therein the four coverings of the Tabernacle; 

also the first vail which formed the door of the Tabernacle; likewise the curtains of the court; meanwhile the 

Merarites brought up their four waggons, and placed therein the golden boards and pillars; also the silver sockets 

of the Tabernacle; likewise the pillars, sockets, and pins of the court; and brazen sockets and pins that belonged to 

the five golden pillars, on which the vail was suspended at the door of the Tabernacle. When the waggons were thus 

filled, Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron, took charge of them, and they moved on, attended by the Gershonites 

and Merarites, and followed next to the tribes that led the van of the march. The second silver trumpet now 

sounded an alarm; and then the southern tribes of Iteuben, Simeon, and Gad followed; meanwhile the Kohathites 

had taken their station by the ark, and all the other holy vessels' ready to take their charge, in bearing them on their 

shoulders whenever the cloud should move on. After this, the western tribes of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

took their order nearest the altar of Burnt-offering ; and Dan, with the two tribes of Asher and Naphtali from the 

south, took up the rear : this was the order of the march; and when all was in readiness to follow whithersoever the 

Lord would lead, Moses uttered the prayer,—" Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them 

that hate thee flee before thee," Numb. x. 35. This was the order of ALL the journeys in the wilderness. 

As to the typical meaning of the coverings of the ark and the other sacred vessels, that part of Scripture 

has been so little studied, that it might be almost deemed presumptuous to offer any remark thereon; but that they 

are typical, and every covering distinctly setting forth some truth of God, there can be no doubt; therefore, though 

feeling the sacredness of the ground, that it is holy, the following thoughts are humbly put before the saints of God, 

with an earnest prayer, that others of far more knowledge may take up the subject, and be led deeper into these 

most blessed types of the present sorrow and the glory about to be revealed. 

And first, as to the colours of the various coverings; they were blue, purple, scarlet, and badgers' skins. 

The blue, from its being the colour of the heavens, at once seems to set forth things heavenly ; but the 

Scripture use [of the colour is even more strong than this;—first, then, it was the colour of the no BE of Aaron's 

garments, which were made for glory and beauty, Exod. xxviii. 31. The Lord also commanded the children of 

Israel to put a riband of blue in the fringes of their garments, and they were to look thereon and remember all God's 

commandments, and be holy unto the Lord. Numb. xv. 39. Moreover, the fastening of the two parts of the first 

beautiful covering that went over the Tabernacle, and which came just over the four golden pillars that divided the 

Most Holy from the Holy place, was to be made of loops of blue and taches of gold. Exod. xxvi. 4, G. 

Considering all these passages together, the blue seems to be the symbol of heavenly things. 

Purple was the next colour mentioned. What was signified by this is not so plainly determinable from 

Scripture as the blue : it was considered by the ancients the richest of all colours, and was always used for the robes 

of kings and princes; and when the Roman soldiers had platted a crown of thorns, and put it on the head of our 

blessed Lord, they also put on him a purple robe, and said, Hail, King of the Jews ! little knowing how, unwittingly 
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on their part, they were fulfilling the Word of God. From these considerations, the colour of purple may be taken 

to he the symbol of royalty. 

Of the scarlet, the Scripture of the Old Testament makes much more use; for not only was it used in the vail 

and coverings, but it is also most especially introduced in the offering by which the leper was cleansed, and also the 

other offering by which the water of the purification for sin was made; both of these sacrifices were killed without 

the camp, in. the place of judgment. In the first case, two birds were taken alive and clean, one of -which was 

killed over running or living water; and then the living bird, together with cedar wood, SCARLET, and hyssop, was 

dipped in the blood of the slain bird; and the blood was sprinkled on the leper, and he was pronounced clean, and 

the living bird was let free in the open fields. The leprous house was also cleansed in somewhat the same 

manner, excepting here it is said,—" And he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the running 

Mrater, and with the living bird, and with the cedar, and with the hyssop, and with the SCARLET; and relative to the 

other offerings alluded to, i.e., of the red heifer, whose ashes mingled with running or living water, made the water 

of the purification for sin; here, likewise, the SCARLET was used with exactly the other ingredients also, and all 

were cast into the flame of the burning sacrifice, and were consumed with it. 

And in addition to the above use of the scarlet colour, it must not be forgotten that St. Paul says that 

Moses took SCARLET when he sprinkled the book and the people at the ratifying of the covenant; and Exodus xxv 

tells us, that afterwards he went up to the mount of God. Comparing then all these uses of the scarlet together* 

the truth under this blessed symbol seems to be, death and resurrection. 

The three colours above mentioned were also embroidered on the vail of the Tabernacle, also on the first vail, 

and the gate of the court; but the Scripture plainly applies the vail to the Lord Jesus, and therefore each of the 

colours separately may be said to set forth some part of his blessed character. The beautiful garments also of 

Aaron were embroidered with gold and these colours. Exod. xxviii. 5. 

Relative to the badgers' skin, the subject is one of acknowledged difficulty ; for almost all the ancient 

versions of the Old Testament treat of the words ." badgers' skin," not as to the particular animal, but as 

to some distinct colour; and they all vary in their definition of i t ; therefore, without attempting to give 

an opinion on that part of the subject, it will be well to turn to Ezekiel xvi. 10, where the word is 

used, and definitely applied for a specific object; and this may be the key to unlock the mystery, and shew 

to us the symbol. In the passage referred to, it is introduced in a remarkable manner, and evidently in 

direct allusion to the wilderness history. Under the figure of a poor desolate outcast infant, whom THE Lord 

had passed by, and visited, and raised up, and treated with all love and compassion, H E remonstrates with 

his people, who had turned their back upon Him. The language throughout is evidently, in all its figures, 

that of pre-eminence,—" I clothed thee also, saith the Lord, with UROIDERED WORK, and SHOD thee with 

badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk." AVnatever, then, 

was the colour of this outer covering, its purpose was manifest—it was the clothing of their feet, and so may 

be taken as the emblem of their wandering character; but it was pre-eminent for this, for their pathway in 

the desert was guided by the Lord; and so surely the church now on earth is a pilgrim and a stranger, 

keeping the feast of unleavened bread with her staff in her hand; but she is shod with the preparation 

of the gospel of peace, and whither she goes, she should be always the dispenser of blessing ; manna, and 

light, and shade, and glory, should be about her paths; and surely she should be known among men, as 
tf The blessed of the Lord." 

Assuming, then, the above to be the distinctive character of the four colours, and of the badgers' 

skin, it will be interesting to consider the Ark, and each of the holy vessels separately—and first, 

The Ark. 

THE ARK. 

THE golden Ark, with its staves of gold, had within it, as has been before observed, the tables of the 

testimony; and either in it, or laid upon it, the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that 

budded. The lid of the Ark was of solid gold, and was called the Mercy-seat, and was surmounted 

with a crown of gold; and over it, made out of the matter of the mercy-seat, were the cherubim of 

glory, shadowing the mercy-seat. The first covering of the Ark was the Vail of the Tabernacle, which 

divided the Holy Place from the Most Holy,—it was emphatically called the Covering Vail, Nurab. iv. 5, 

and was embroidered with blue, purple, scarlet, and cherubim, exactly as the first covering of the Tabernacle; 

the second covering was of badgers' skins, and the outer one a cloth wholly of blue. 
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The Ark itself was always the symbol of the divine presence, and hence the prayer, " llise up, 0 Lord, 

and let thine enemies be scattered ;" the Lord was also ever spoken of, as H E who dwelt between the cherubim. 

The first covering, or the embroidered vail, was the same as that which was rent in twain in the Temple at 

the crucifixion, and which in Heb. x. 20 is thus spoken of,—" The vail, that is to say, his flesh ;" this 

covering may be said, then, to set forth the blessed promise, that God would yet in very deed dwell with 

men, and be made flesh, and pitch his tent among them,—that He would in this nature fulfil the law to 

the uttermost—be the Bread of Life to man—and the Head of an everlasting priesthood. The next covering 

of badgers' skins showed, that He would in this incarnate state walk with man, and wander with him through 

this wilderness world, while the outer covering of blue set forth, that His present aspect to His people was 

to dwell with them in His unearthly character—their Leader, Guide, and Protector, all blessing being in 

following his gracious leadings ; and when His merciful purposes should be consummated, then in majesty 

and great glory, the possessor of heaven and earth, He would be manifested with His many croAvns, as 

King of Kings, and Lord of lords. 

THE GOLDEN TABLE OF SHEWBREAD. 

T H E Golden Table, with its two golden crowns and staves of gold, was covered first with a cloth of blue, 

and on this was placed the twelve cakes of Shewbread, and the golden vessels of the frankincense, and all 

the other vessels ; then a covering of scarlet; and the outer one, of badgers' skin; setting forth this acknowledged. 

truth, that the church walks through this world in union with her blessed Lord in holy happy service, living 

to the Father's will, and glorifying Him in bearing much fruit, and so following her Lord's footsteps : the 

scarlet covering over the Shewbread and golden vessels of frankincense sets forth that she is ever presented 

by the Lord, in virtue of His death, to the Father; >vhilc the blue within signifies her hidden heavenly 

life which she has from God : and ere long she is destined to shine forth in the day of glory with her crown 

of gold, and be manifested His elect one—in whom his soul dclightcth—all bright in the gold of Ophir, 

and reigning with Him for ever and ever. 

THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 

THE Golden Candlestick made of the ONE talent of gold, with its golden stave, had for its covering a cloth 

wholly of blue, and then one of badgers' skins ; (it had no intermediate covering j)—and docs not this also 

present to us a truth allowed by all true Christians, that the church wanders through this wilderness world 

in union with her blessed Lord, deriving all her light from His light by the power of the Holy Ghost, and 

with a heavenly life, destined ere long in the purest gold to shine forth in the light of God—in oneness and 

perfect beauty. 

THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE. 

THE Golden Altar, with its crown of gold and golden staves, was covered with blue, and then with badgers' 

skins, just the same as the Golden Candlestick ; setting forth also this acknowledged truth—that the church 

in union with her blessed Lord, is a wanderer and a pilgrim in this wilderness world; but with her life hid 

with Christ in God, she is ever a blessing : and wherever she is found, she lifts up holy hands without 

wrath and doubting ; she remembers those especially in affliction : she prays that the Word of the Lord may 

have free course, run, and be glorified,—she prays for a door of utterance for those labouring in word and 

doctrine,—she remembers kings and all in authority, and, like Abraham, she seeks to avert impending 

judgment; and her great Aaron, the father of the priesthood—a priest for ever after the order of Mclchisedcc— 

takes up her supplications, makes them fragrant in His own intercession, and sends down answers of peace 

and blessing ; but, ABOVE ALL, she longs for the day, when with her holy crown in her regal priesthood, 

she shall with golden vials full of odours, be a blessing to the Avhole earth. 
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SMALLER GOLDEN VESSELS. 

THESE were all covered with a cloth of blue, and an outer one of badgers' skin ; shewing most blessedly— 

also a truth that all allow—that tl ?. church, ever in union with her Lord—even in the most minuta 

things of discipline or care—seeks to manifest, while wandering through this wilderness state, a holy 

heavenly life. 

THE LAVER. 

IT is remarkable that the Scripture is quite silent as to how the Lavcr was carried; and therefore it is well 

for man not to conjecture on the subject. 

THE BRAZEN ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS. 

THE Brazen Altar, with its brazen grate, on which, doubtless, in the march the fire of God was kept ever 

burning, had for its covering one distinct from all the rest, i. e.y purple; and then the outer one was badgers' 

skin. This altar of brass sets forth the Lord himself in humiliation, obedient unto death, and the fire of 

God ever accepting His offering as a sweet savour. The hidden purple shews forth, that through all his sufferings 

He was the King—born the King—acknowledged as such, even by his enemies, though they knew it not 

—but destined ere long, though once a wanderer on His own earth, to shine forth its Rightful Owner,—the 

Prince of the kings of the earth, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

These remarks are made with humbleness of heart; not for a moment, writh a desire to force them on 

others, but simply to .lead others to search themselves into these long neglected truths ; and supposing that 

they do not bring out the direct character of the symbol of these coverings, yet at least what has been said 

does not contradict any acknowledged truths, but rather tends to refresh the memory concerning them. The 

practical instruction to be gathered from these meditations on them, is surely most important. How should 

each inquirer say, while gazing on the Golden Ark and its coverings, Do 2* estimate at all as I ought the 

love of that blessed One who, though He lay in the bosom of the Father, yet for us men and our salvation, 

came down from heaven, and was a wanderer even unto death for me ?—<lo I long to see Him again 

coming forth the second time in great glory, without sin unto salvation ?—do I daily strive to serve and obey 

my heavenly Father's will ?—am I found the light of the world—a city set on a hill ?—do I delight to be 

found in intercession for His people ?—have I continually before me, even in the least thing, His heavenly 

example, and am I following it?—do I delight to gaze on the daily wTalk of my Lord, in His obedience 

even unto death, and long for the day, when not with the robe of purple, and the crown of thorns, He 

shall be in mockery called King, but when with the countenance as the Sun, in His Father's glory, and 

His own glory, and the glory of His holy angels, the once despised Man of sorrows shall shine forth the 

Lord's anointed King ? " whose dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. 

HIS name shall endure for ever, His name shall be continued as long as the Sun, and men shall be blessed 

in Him, and all nations shall call Him blessed,—' Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 

wondrous things, and blessed be HIS name for ever; and let the whole earth be filled with HIS glory. 

Amen, and amen ?' n Psalm lxxii. 

Before concluding these remarks on the Camp Advancing, it may be profitable briefly to notice the 

last scene of the wilderness—the passage of the Jordan—and the various movements of the Ark, until in 

Solomon's glorious temple it was placed no more on the earth, but on its own proper pavement of gold, and 

so continued in its abiding place; and then, and not till then, it was, that the staves, the symbol of its 

wandering state, were taken out, but yet not removed £'Tor they were to be ever visible in the Holy Place, 

yet not seen without; surely setting forth this gracious truth—that the church, even in the future glory, will 

never cease to remember the humiliation of her Lord ; and that for her He wandered through this wilderness 

world, that she might have her home in the dwelling place of God. 2 Chron. v. 9. 

The last scene of the wilderness is full of interest. Israel had now mourned for Moses thirty days; 

and the Lord had filled Joshua with the spirit of wisdom, and fitted him to be the leader of his people. 
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The spies had been sent out, and returned, and their tidings were,—" And they said unto Joshua, Truly the 

Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land ; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because 

of us." After this Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Ghittim to Jordan: after three 

days, the officers went through the host, and gave the following especial command to the people,—" When ye 

see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall 

remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about ten thousand 

cubits by measure : come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go ; for ye 

have not passed this way heretofore." Joshua then commanded the priest to take up the Ark, and they 

took up the Ark, and went before the people ; after which, the Lord himself, the great Leader of the hosts 

of Israel, thus addressed Joshua,—" This day will I begin to magnify thee in sight of all Israel, that they may 

know, that as I was with Moses so I will be with thee. And thou shalt command the priests that bear the 

ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in 

Jordan." 

Joshua, on receiving this command from the Lord, thus addressed the whole people,—"Come hither, 

and hear the words of the Lord your God. And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is 

among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and 

the Hivites, and the Perrizites, and the Girgashitcs, and the xVmorites, and the Jebusitcs. Behold, the ark 

of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan. Now therefore take you 

twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. And it shall come to pass, as soon as the 

soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 

waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above ; 

and they shall stand upon au heap." Then follows the sublime description of the passage over,—"And it 

came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark 

of the covenant before the people ; And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of 

the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all 

the time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very 

far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan : and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even 

the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests 

that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the 

Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan." The 114th Psalm 

was, doubtless, written especially to commemorate tliis wonderful scene : how triumphant is the language,— 

" What ailed thee, O sea, that thou fleddest, thou Jordan that thou wast driven back !" And on examining 

the localities of the Salt Sea and Zaretan, one sees the amazing force of this language. The waters must 

have rolled back their waves full fourteen miles from the spot, and then they stood up on an heap very far 

from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan, while the waters bcknv the passage fled to the Salt Sea, leaving 

the whole width of the passage not less than twenty miles. A careful examination of the map of Palestine 

will substantiate this truth. 

The tribes never approached nearer the Ark than 2000 cubits—the exact distance that they were to 

pitch their tents when the Camp was at rest. How glorious must the Ark have looked in the midst of the 

bed of the river! There, hidden by its coverings, but seen by Him who dwelt beneath the cherubim, was the 

vicarious blood of the sin offering : this spoke peace, and Israel came up out of Jordan, and stood on the 

shores of Canaan, the RIGHTFUL POSSESSORS of the promised land. I t was the tenth day of the first month of 

the new year that this took place, the very day the Paschal Lamb was put aside for the Passover. 

As in all the inarches, so doubtless in this, Judah led the van of the army ; and the prince of that 

tribe with Joshua was the first to enter the Land of Promise : who this prince was is not mentioned; but if 

the rank descended in an hereditary fine, then it was Salmon : for Nahshon, his father, was the prince of 

Judah, when the twelve princes were chosen in the numbering of the people. Assuming, then, that Salmon 

WAS the prince of Judah, how striking is the fact of his union with Itahab, the Gentile stranger ! and do 

we not see in it a glimpse of the mystery, " that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body," 

Eph. iii. 6, and God's family be gathered from both Jew and Gentile ? and when we remember that from this 

union sprang Boaz, Obed, Jesse, David, and the Messiah, one cannot contemplate the fact, but with the 

greatest interest. See Joshua vi. 25, Ruth iv. 20—22, Matt. i. 5 ; compare also, Numb. i. 7, with 1 Chron. ii. 10. 

The first encampment in the Promised Land was called Gilgal, the meaning of which is rolled away : 

it was here that Joshua circumcised all the children of Israel, even all born in the wilderness. A careful 
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examination of Genesis xvii. 7—10, with Joshua v. 6, throws great light on the subject : for God had said to 

Abraham,—" And I will give uuto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, 

all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. And God said unto Abraham, 

Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This is my 

covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee ; Every man child among you 

shall be circumcised ;" therefore it was the Lord named this first eucvvmpvncut, Gilg-.vl : for he said, " This 

day have 1 rolled away THE REPROACH of Egypt from you." 

Four days had now elapsed from the day that Israel came up out of Jordan, and they kept the 

Passover, being the fourteenth day of the first month ; and the next day, the fifteenth, they cat of the old 

corn of the land, and then the morning followiug the manna ceased. This is the history of the first week 

of the Land of Promise. The reproach of God's people rolled auay—the Passover kept—and Israel fed with 

the corn of the Promised Land : not a word had failed of all that the Lord had promised. 

The next scene in Israel's history is the fall of Jericho ; this is given at full in Joshua vi. The 

Lord revealed himself to Joshua, as He did to Moses before him ;—to Moses as the dweller in the bush that 

was burnt yet not consumed, and THIS to suit their character in sorrow j to Joshua, as the captain of the 

Lord's hosts, to suit their Canaan character in triumph. The first verse of the sixth chapter read in a 

parenthesis, and the preceding verse compared with Exod. iii. 5, proves that this glorious person was the 

Lord himself; and H E thus addresses Joshua,—"See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king 

thereof, and the mighty men of valor;" and then follows the especial directions for the taking of the city. 

Seven times—once on each day—the Ark, borne on the shoulders of the priest, encompassed the city; and 

seven priests, with seven rams' horns, went on before the Lord, and the Ark followed them ; and they blew 

with their horns, and returned to their tents at the end of each day ; but the seventh day, they seven times 

encompassed the city, and seven times sounded ; and when the priests had sounded the seventh blast, then 

Joshua said,—"Shout, for the Lord hath given you the city. So the people shouted when the priests blew 

with the trumpets : and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people 

shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 

straight before him. And all the city perished, saving llahab : for Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and 

her father's household, and all that she had ; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day ; because she 

hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho." 

How different is the next scene ! Israel is no longer victorious. It is not the triumphant sound of 

the rams' horns, before the Ark, surrounding At, but it is Israel defeated and fleeing before their enemies ; 

and Joshua, and the elders of Israel, with dust on their heads, prostrate before the Lord. See Joshua vii.; 

the whole chapter i3 most solemn. There was the accursed thing in the Camp, and folly was wrought in 

Israel. The Lot was cast, and fell on Achan, of the tribe of Judah, and he was stoned to death ; and 

so the LORD'S anger was turned away, and Ai was as the stubble before Israel. To the eighteenth chapter, 

the Book of Joshua records a succession of victories ; and then it was at the expiration of seven years the 

whole congregation gathered to Shiloh, and set up the Tabernacle of the congregation, and there it remained 

tlirough the whole remaining .Book of Joshua, and the whole time of the judges, a period of near 500 years. 

Acts. xiii. 20. 

The First of Samuel opens with that interesting scene in Shiloh, when Elkanah and Hannah came 

up to worship at the Tabernacle, which is there called the Temple; and which seems, from the 9th verse 

and chap. iii. ver. 15, to have had posts and doors, though this indeed may be understood of the pillars 

and curtains, or door of the Tabernacle as it was'called in the wilderness. The birth of Samuel, and the 

song of Hannah, at the dedication of her innmt child to the Lord who had given him to her, is the 

opening scene of this book ; then Samuel ministered before the Lord, (being a Levite of the sous of Kohath, 

1 Chron. vi. 28,) girded with a linen ephod : then follows the Lord's warning to Eli, first by a man 

of God, (ii. 27,) and then by the child, Samuel. The whole of the third chapter is the call of Samuel, and the 

prophetic judgment on the house of Eli. The fourth chapter is the awful account of the removal of the Ark 

from its dwelling, (and to which it never returned again,) to the Camp of Israel ; but God's presence was 

as terrible to his professing people in disobedience, as it was to their enemies in their ignorance,—all was 

terror and dismay. The Ark of God was taken by the Philistines : Hophni and Phinchas died ; and Eli 

himself, when he heard that the Ark of God was taken, fell back and died also,—" And his daughter in law, 

Phinchas* wife, was with child, near to be delivered : and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God was 

taken, and that her father in law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and travailed ; for her pains 
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came upon her. And about the time of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not J 

for thou hast borne a son. But she answered not, neither did she regard it. And she named the child 

I-chabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel : because THE ARK of God was taken, and because of her 

father in law and her husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel : for THE ARK of God 

is taken." 

After the Philistines had taken the Ark, they brought it to the house of Dagon, their god ; but the 

next morning Dagon was fallen before the Ark, and the Philistines set up Dagon again ; and on the following 

morning he was again fallen before the Ark, and the head of Dagon, and the palms of his hands, were cut 

off upon the threshold, and only the stump of Dagon was left to him, 1 Sam. v. 1—5. After this the Lord 

smote the Philistines, and they carried about the Ark . but wherever it went, there was judgment. And how 

strikingly does this part of the history bring out the all-important truth—that the Omnipresence of God, to 

the wicked is an attribute full of terror; and so, likewise, to those who profess to know Him, but in works 

deny Him, even as Hophni and Phinehas ! Seven months the Ark tarried among the Philistines, and then 

they sent it to its place ; and after this manner, which was thus counselled by their priests,—" Now therefore 

make a new cart, and take two milch kine, on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the 

cart, and bring their calves home from them : And take the Ark of the Lord, and lay it upon the car t ; 

and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; 

and send it away, that it may go. And see, if it goeth up by the way of his own coast to Beth-shemesh, 

that he hath done us this great evil: but if not, then we shall know that it is not his hands that smote 

us ; it was a chance that happened to us j " and the cart came to Beth-shemesh, and the people rejoiced ; 

and Joshua, a Beth-shemite, took down the Ark, and clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine for a 

burnt offering, and the Lcvites present took charge of the treasure ; but some of the men of Beth-shemesh, 

regardless of the solemn commands of God to Moses, Lev. xvi. 2, wantonly looked into the Ark, and heavy 

judgments followed ; and then the people, in great dread, sent to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim to come 

and take the Ark,—" And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the Ark of the Lord, and brought 

it into the house of Abinadab of the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the Ark of the Lord. And 

it came to pass while the Ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long ; for it was twenty years : and 

all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord." 1 Sam. vii. 1, 2. 

I t has been remarked, that the Ark was never again carried back to Shiloh, after its removal by 

Hophni and Phinehas, and the Scripture proof of this is absolute ; but the particulars of the Tabernacle are 

not marked so minutely, AFTER the Ark was gone. Wlien it was taken down from Shiloh, and carried to 

the city of Nob, is not recorded; but the circumstance of David getting the shewbread from Abiathar the 

priest, proves the fact; and our blessed Lord, in Mark ii. 26, says, that David went into the house of God 

and did eat the shewbread. 

After this we find it in the Holy House at Gibeon ; but when it was removed, is also not recorded; and here 

it continued until the glorious time of Solomon; who having come to Gibeon and offered on the brazen 

altar 1000 burnt offerings, the Lord appeared to him, 1 Kings iii. 1—5. After this, when the TEMPLE was 

all prepared for the Ark, it was brought up from its tent in the city of David, and the Tabernacle from 

Gibeon; and they both met, after near 100 years' separation, in the glorious temple of Solomon. 

But to return to the Ark at Kirjath-jearim: there it continued for many long years, even through all 

the reign of Saul, until David was crowned king in Hebron ; then David consulted with the captains of 

thousands and hundreds, with every leader,—" And David said unto all the congregation of Israel, If it seem 

good unto you, and that it be of the Lord our God, let us send abroad unto our brethren every where, that 

are left in all the land of Israel, and with them also to the priests and Levitcs which are in their cities and 

suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto us : And let us bring again the Ark of our God to us : for 

we incmircd not at it in the days of Saul. And all the congregation said that they would do so : for the 

thing was right in the eyes of all the people. So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor of Egypt 

even unto the entering of Hamath, to bring the Ark of God from Kirjath-jearim ;" but David, forgetful of 

the way that Moses was commanded of the Lord, that the Ark should be carried, followed'the example of the 

Philistines, (they did it in ignorance,) and the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah went to save the Ark, and was smitten 

with death.—" And David was afraid of God that day, saying, How shall I bring the Ark of God home to 

me ? So David brought not the ark home to himself to the city of David, but carried it aside into the house 

of Obed-edom the Gittite. And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom in his house three 

months. And the Lord blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that he had." But when the three months 
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were elapsed, the king having heard that the house of Obcd-cdom had been blest of the Lord, and 

having, moreover, pitched a tent for the Ark in the city of David, the king said,—" None ought to carry the 

ark but the Lcvites : for them hath the Lord chosen to carry the Ark of God, and to minister unto Him." 

Solemn, but blessed truth.—God's people are a chosen generation, and a royal priesthood, and they only 

can carry the Ark of God : and mark how David, with a conscience all alive to God's glory, thus accounts 

for his former failure,—" And he said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites : sanctify yourselves, 

both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the Ark of the Lord God of Israel unto the place that 

I have prepared for it. For because yc did not at the first, the Lord our God made a breach upon us 

for that we sought him not after the due order ;" but the whole of the chapter is most glorious. 1 Chroiw 

xvi. opens with the ark placed in the tent, and David offered burnt offerings to the Lord before i t ; and 

then it was that he delivered that blessed Psalm or Song into the hands of Asaph; and by comparing 2 Chron. 

xxix. 27 with it, we may gather, that as the burnt offering began, the song of the Lord began also, even 

until the ottering was finished, and the Levites blew with their silver trumpets over the sacrifice. But just 

consider the Psalm, (which is composed of several Psalms taken together :) from the 8th verse to the 22d, it 

is the 105th Psalm, and calls upon Israel with a song of praise to tell of all God's wondrous works, and 

then takes a rapid retrospect of the way the Lord led them ; but the 23rd verse breaks off from Israel;—the 

mind of the prophet is filled with the future triumphs of his Lord. It is a light thing that he should be 

Jehovah's servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; He shall also be 

Jehovah's salvation to the ends of the earth, Isa. xlix. 7 : this is the second theme of the song, and 

continues until the 33rd verse; and it closes by beholding the Lord returning to his own earth, and all 

nature rejoicing at the presence of its rightful King. Psalm xcvi., Rom. viii. 18—21: then the third part is the 

choral verse,—"O give thanks to the Lord: for He is good—for His mercy endureth for ever:" the fourth 

part is taken from the lOGth Psalm, and is a prayer for Israel's conversion in the latter days, while the fifth 

or the concluding part, is all praise,—"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever and ever; and all the people 

said, Amen, and praised the Lord." See especially 1 Chron. xvi. 

After this, David left Asaph and his brethren to minister before the Ark in the city of David, and 

Zadok the priest, and his brethren, before the Tabernacle of the LORD in the high place at Gibcon ; and the 

Ark was removed no more, excepting at the rebellion of Absalom, when David fled away: but the king sent 

it back again to the city of David, with this solemn but affecting word,—" And the king said unto Zadok, 

Carry back the Ark of God into the city : if I shall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me 

again, and shew me both it, and his habitation : but if he thus say, I have no delight in thee ; behold 

here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him." 2 Sam. xv. 25. 

It was previous to this event that the Lord had promised David, that when Ids days should be 

fulfilled, and that he should sleep with his fathers, that He would raise up to him a seed ; and HE, said 

the Lord, shall build a house for my name, 2 Sam. vii. 13 ; aud it was in allusion to this promise that 

David spake in 1 Chron. xxviii., when he told the people that " Solomon was the chosen one of the Lord 

of all his sons to be king ; and Solomon standing by the while, David thus addressed him,—" Take heed 

now, for the Lord hath chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it." After 

this the king gave to Solomon the pattern he had received by the Spirit of the Lord ; " for all this," said David, 

" the Lord made me understand in writing, by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern." 

(verse 19.) 

The last chapter of the First Book of Chronicles is full of interest. I t is the king and all the people 

willingly consecrating their service to the Lord,—"Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the congregation ; 

and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is 

the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty : for nil that is in the heaven 

and in the earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. Both 

riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all ; and in thine hand is power and might ; 

and in thine hand it is to. make great, and to give strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank 

thee, and praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to 

offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. For 

we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers : our days on the earth are as a shadow, 

and there is none abiding. 0 ' Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for 

thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own." 

After this, the First Book of Chronicles closes with the death of David, aud the succession of Solomon to 
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his throne ; for it is said, " and he (David) died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour ; and 

Solomon, his son, reigned in his stead." 

The 2d of Chronicles opens with Solomon reigning in great majesty ; and the Lord magnified him 

exceedingly, and he determined to build an house for the name of the Lord. The 2d chapter gives all 

the particulars of Solomon's arrangements for this purpose: and the 3rd chapter, the work commences on the 

mount Moriah, even the mount where God stayed the hand of Abraham, arid provided himself a lamb for 

a burnt offering : and it was on the same mount, moreover, that the Lord appeared unto David at the 

judgment of the plague for the numbering of the people, and commanded the angel,—" Stay now thine hand" 

and the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor of Oman, the Jcbusite. This was the site of the 

Temple of God; and most blessed was the type in these two events;—God did indeed provide a Lamb, and 

to this John the Baptist alluded, when he said,—"Behold the Lamb of God, (God's Lamb,) which taketh 

away the sin of the world !" and here it was also, that the life of that Lamb was poured out, when He died 

the Just for the unjust. Meanwhile, the stones for the temple were preparing; and when they were brought 

together, there was no tumult or noise—no axe or hammer was heard—but the whole building grew up an 

holy temple unto the Lord; (1 Kings vi. 7, Eph. ii. 21) wonderfully descriptive of that temple, made up 

of those lively stones, spoken of in Peter, who are built up a spiritual house : Jesus Christ himself being 

the Chief Corner Stone. 

And now the wandering of the Ark of God was well nigh over : for Solomon had builded an house 

for the Lord, exceedingly magnifical above all that was upon the whole earth, and was determined to bring 

up the Ark of the Lord unto its own resting-place in Jerusalem. 2 Chron. v. 1—14.. 

The time selected for this glorious event was full of interest; it wras the feast of the seventh month— 

the feast of tabernacles : the record that follows blessedly brings the whole scene before us,—" Wherefore all 

the men of Israel assembled themselves unto the king in the feast which was in the seventh mouth. And 

all the elders of Israel came ; and the Levites took up the ark. And they brought up the ark, and the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, these did the priests and 

the Levites bring np. Also king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel that were assembled unto 

him before the ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen, which could not be told nor numbered for multtude. And 

the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the house, into 

the Most Holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims : For the chcrubims spread forth their wings 

over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And they drew 

out the staves of the ark, that the ends of the staves were seen from the ark before the oracle ; but they 

were not seen without. And there it is unto this day;" and thus we see the Tabernacle brought from 

Gibeon, and the Ark from Zion, the city of David, and all taken within the temple—God's resting place. 

It does not seem that the holy vessels were used afterwards, excepting the a rk ; that ivas the same— 

unchangeable;—but without the Vail, the Golden Candlestick, and Golden Table of Shewbrcad, were made 

more glorious : the Golden Candlesticks were now ten, so that there were seventy lamps burning ever before 

the Lord ; and the Golden Tables of Shewbread in like manner were ten, so that there were 120 cakes of 

shewbrcad ever before the Lord, shewing that in that future glory, when the church enters into her rest, 

her light will be more glorious : for the Lord God does lighten that city, and the Lamb is the light thereof; 

then, also, shall she serve the Lord in the fulness of perfect obedience, for His servants shall serve Him. 

Revelations xxi. 23, xxii. 3, 4. 

And thus was the word of the Lord fulfilled; and not one thing had failed of all that the LORD 

had promised; and so shall it be in that great and glorious day, when the TAIIKRNACLE of God shall be 

with men : for He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people ; and God himself shall be with them, 

and be their God,—" And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former thiugs are passed away. 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for 

these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, I t is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 

and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely." Itcv. xxi. 3—0. 



A P P E N D I X . 

PLATE I. 

T H E S T A N D A R D S . 

Page 1.—The STANDARDS of the Tribes in all the Plates are quite plain ; for although the tradition is very strong, that the 

heads of the cheruhim formed the insignia of, the four great divisions of the Camp, i. e., Judah had the Lion; Reuben, 

the Man; Ephraim, the O x ; and Dan, the Eagle ; and though Genesis xlix. 9, and Deut, xxxiii. 17, tend to give some 

countenance to the tradition, yet seeing that Numbers ii., which is so full of the circumstances of the Camp, is 

silent about it, it has been thought more correct to abide by the WOIID, and to engrave the standards without 

insignia or colour. 

T H E F A T O P T H E S I N O F F E R I N G . 

Page 10.—Though the fat of the sin offering is not called a sweet savour in Lev. xvi. 28, yet it is in Lev. iv. 31 ; and 

Lev. ii. 12 seems to imply, that all the offerings that ascended up in the flame from the Brazen Altar, were as a 

sweet savour unto God. Compare Lev. ii. 10—16, with iii. 3—10. 

T H E S H E W B R E A D . 

Page 16.—The Hebrew tenth deal, and the omer, which was the tenth part of an ephah, were the same weight, and were 

equal in our measure to six pints; so that each cake on the golden table had on it twelve pints, and the whole 

together were twenty-four omers, or 144 pints. 

The golden border of a hand's breadth, with its golden crown, rose (it is probable) uprightly from the table, and might 

have been to keep the shewbread in its place in the march. 

PLATE II. 

T H E S I L V E R S O C K E T S . 

Page 22.—The foundation of the Tabernacle and the capital of the pillars being of the same substance, and that substances 

the ransom money, surely sets forth to us this blessed truth, that the church's Foundation and Jier Hopes are alike 

in Him, who gave His life A HANSOM for many. Matt. xx. 28. 

T H E G O L D E N B O A R D S O F T H E T A B E R N A C L E . 

Bishop Horsley supposes that the golden boards were put up as pillars, (and not joined together) at right angles 

facing each other ; but the corner boards, and the golden bars, seem to demand their being joined together. 

Some have thought that the centre golden bar did not perforate the boards, but went through all the rings to 

the end, while the other four were joined in the centre in two parts. It * is difficult to decide whether the golden 

boards were supported by cords: the exceeding weight of the sockets seemed to render it unnecessary, and yet the 

brass pins of the Tabernacle, as well as of the court, are expressed, (Exod. xxxviii. 31,) though these indeed, 

as the brass sockets of the five golden pillars were much lighter, may refer to its pins, to which its cords were 

fastened. 

T H E O N E T A B E R N A C L E . 

Page 23.—It is a fact of great interest that it was the First beautiful covering, when all its parts were joined together, that was 

called the One Tabernacle. The Sockets were called the sockets of the Sanctuary; the Golden boards were called the 

boards of the Tabernacle ; and the covering of Goats' hair, the Tent of the Tabernacle; and the Rams' skins dyed 

red, the covering of the Tabernacle ; and the Badgers' skins, the covering ; but nothing but this first covering 

In/ itself was called T H E Tabernacle ; and thus when placed under the care of the ' sons of Gershon, it was so 

designated, Numb. iv. 25 . Thus the Foundation of the Tabernacle was the silver sockets; and it was upheld, and 

indeed constituted into the character of a Tabernacle by the golden boards; while the goats' hair was its tent, and 

the rams' skins dyed red its covering, the badgers' skins being over a l l ; but the first covering was essentially The 

Tabernacle. See also, Exod. xxxvi. 13 . 

T H E E M B R O I D E R E D V A I L A N D C O V E R I N G . 

There is no express direction with what material the cherubim were to be embroidered on the first covering and T/a 

Fail; but as the cherubim on the Ark were made of the gold of the mercy-seat, and these on the curtain and 

vail seemed to reflect them, they have been set forth as embroidered with gold ; some, however, whose opinion 

demands great respect, think otherwise. If the silver sockets were let into the earth, then the first beautifa 

covering that hung over the western end, just touched the earth; but if, which seems more probable from their 

weight, they were simply placed on the earth, then the curtain only just reached the silver. 

ERRATA.—For Ephraim's position, page 22, line 13, forecast" read "west." 


