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INTRODUCTION. 

T H E Divine pattern which passed before the eyes of MOSES, in the mount, was not only his unerring guide for 

the rearing up of the Tabernacle, but also, in every minute particular, for the investiture by him of AARON 

and his sons, in their robes " made both for glory and for beauty." All was perfect; for, from the golden 

crown on AARON'S forehead, with HOLINESS TO T H E LORD engraved thereon, to the golden bells and 

pomegranates, on the hem of the robe of glory, everything had its similitude ,•—with the exception only, of the 

TJrim and Thummim; of that, it is manifest, there was no pattern. BEZALEEL,* the son of U R I , the son of 

H U R , made no attempt to liken it. I t was not a symbol, but the very blessing itself—THE L I G H T , which 

gave glory and power to the priesthood. In the Notes on the Consecration of AARON, all the Scriptures 

where the Urim is mentioned will be referred to. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews, written to the first Jewish converts, may be truly called, God's exposition 

of the books of Exodus and Leviticus. And let the High Priestly office of AARON, and all the varied 

offerings of the ceremonial law, be searched into with this light shining on them, (comparing Scripture with 

Scripture,) and the words of the Lord Jesus surely will be verified in every page:—" For had ye believed 

Moses, ye would have believed me: for he vwote of me" John v, 46. 

But the SONS OF AARON also, occupy a very conspicuous part in the Levitical economy; for "Aaron 

was separated, that he should sanctify the most holy things; he, and his sons for ever, to burn incense 

before the Lord, to minister unto him, and to bless in his name for ever." 1 Chron. xxiii, 13. And there 

is one fact of the deepest interest, connected with the sons of Aaron,—that, in their descent, they were 

royal, as well as priestly; for their father, evidently led by the Spirit of God, went to the royal tribe of 

Judah for Elisheba, his bride; and he chose her of that very family, from which was elected the Prince of 

the tribe, (compare Exod. vi, 23, with Numbers i, 7, and 1 Chron. ii, 10), and from which, in a direct line, 

sprang the Messiah. Luke iii, 32. Thus does the family of Aaron, both royal and priestly, present a 

most striking type of the Church of God—His family on earth—"a chosen generation, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, 

a holy nation, a peculiar people, to shew forth the praises of him, who hath called them out of darkness 

into his marvellous light." 1 Pet. ii, 9. 

In the arrangement of the Notes (both the historical ones, and those on the robes of Aaron), Scripture 

has been sought to, as the only guide. And, commencing with Moses's blessing on the tribe of Levi, and 

closing with the prophecy of Caiaphas, the particulars that took place during the several High Priesthoods are 

briefly noticed. Also, in the chapter that treats of the Consecration of Aaron and his sons, the symbolic 

character of the robes of glory, is sought to be explained by the analogy of the Word. 

The work is now humbly committed to the Lord, for His blessing. The writer has sought earnestly 

that, through the High Priestly intercession of the Lord Jesus, it might be " begun, continued, and ended 

in God;" feeling assured, that it is only in such proportion as we seek the glory of God, that we can 

ever expect His blessing. (Psalm 1, last verse.) 

* Exodus xxxix, 1—31. 



THE HIGH PEIEST. 

THE BLESSING OF MOSES, THE MAN OF GOD, ON LEVI, THE HEAD OF THE PRIESTHOOD, 

AND UPON HIS SONS. 

" A N D of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at 

Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah; who said unto his father- and to his 

mother, I have not seen him; neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they 

have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant. They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law : 

they shall put incense before thec, and whole burnt-sacrifice upon thine altar. Bless, Lord, his substance, 

and accept the work of his hands; smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and of them that 

hate him, that they rise not again." Deut, xxxiii, 8—11. 

I t was with this blessing that Moses, the man of God, blest the tribe of Levi, already chosen to the 

Priesthood; evidently seeking that the light of God, in all its perfectness, might be with that elect family. But 

a greater than Levi is here; for Aaron's priesthood, glorious as it was, had no glory, by reason of the glory 

that excelleth; even that of the perfect priesthood of the Holy One, the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom it was said, 

" The Lord hath sworn and will not repent, .Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek." 

Psalm ex. He it was that had the seven spirits of God, (Rev. v, 6,) the seven lamps of fire burning before 

the throne of God, (Rev. iv, 5)—light in all its unutterable perfection; for He was anointed by the Spirit 

without measure. John iii, 34. 

THE BIRTH OF MOSES. HIS EARLY LIFE, THE VISION OF THE BURNING BUSH. 

THE CALL OF AARON. 

AARON was the elder brother of Moses, (1 Chron. vi, 3,) but it is remarkable that his birth is not even 

noticed in Exod. ii, while that of Moses is marked with great minuteness. As it was with his Lord 

after him, Moses's early life was beset with dangers and perils. Three months was he hidden by his 

parents, "because they saw he was a proper child." His ark of bulrushes—his protection by Pharaoh's 

daughter—the hiring of his mother to nurse him, when but a little before "she dare not own him,"* 

all bring before us the working of- H I M , who is infinite in wisdom and wonderful in counsel. For " Moses 

was as safe when floating in his little vessel of bulrushes, as when he reigned as king in Jcshurun, surrounded 

with the thousands of Israel—none dare own him,, and God himself challenged his custody." The glowing 

history of the Old Testament "Worthies, as found in Heb. xi, throws great light on Moses's early life; shewing 

that, like his progenitor Abraham, he saw Christ's day afar off, rejoiced, and was glad. John viii, 56. " B y 

faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 

rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming 

the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the rccompcnce 

of the reward." Heb. xi, 23—26. After his flight into Egypt, he continued in Madian forty years, (Acts vii, 

29, 30,) even until the time, the set time of Israel's deliverance had arrived; and then the Lord manifested 

Himself to him in the vision of the burning bush. Exod. iii, iv. I t is in the close of that most wonderful 

manifestation, that Aaron is first brought before us ; for Moses drew back in deep humility from the 

greatness of the charge with which the Lord was about to entrust him. " O my Lord, I am not 

* Sec Bishop HALL'S Contemplations on the birth and breeding of Moses. 

Ii 



(> 

eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a 

slow tongue. And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or 

deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, 

and teach thee what thou shalt say. And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him 

whom thou wilt send. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron 

the Levite thy brother ? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: 

and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words 

in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. 

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a 

mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God." Exod. iv, 10—16. Immediately on the close of the 

vision, Moses returned to Jethro his father in law, and it was in this interval that the Lord Himself called 

Aaron. There is something most sublime and touching in the narrative. " And the Lord said to Aaron, 

Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed 

him. And Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him, and all the signs which he 

had commanded him. And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children 

of Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which the Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in 

the sight of the people. And the people believed: and when they heard that the Lord had visited the 

children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped." 

Exod. iv, 27—31. 

MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH. 

" AND afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my 

people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, 

that I should obey his voice to let Israel go ? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. And 

they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with u s : let us go, Ave pray thee, three days' journey into 

the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord our God: lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword." 

Exod. v, 1—3. Thus did Moses and Aaron open their high commission to the Gentile k ing ; but not until 

Pharaoh had brought upon, himself the ten plagues* of Egypt, did he give his reluctant consent to Israel's 

departure. Exod. xii, 40—42 strikingly sums up this wonderful event thus—" Now the sojourning of the 

children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the 

end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the 

Lord went out of the land of Egypt. I t is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing 

them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children of 

Israel in their generations." " A n d it came to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did bring the children of 

Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies." Ver. 51. 

THE DEFEAT OF AMALEK. AARON AND HUR SUSTAIN THE nANDS OF MOSES IN THE 

MOUNT. JOSHUA IS VICTORIOUS IN THE PLAIN. 

" A N D Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow I will stand 

on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and 

fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to pass 

when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 

But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron 

and H u r stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were 

steady until the going down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of 

the sword." Exod. xvii, 9—13. Without attempting to explain at large the typical instruction of this deeply 

* Aaron, at the conimaml of the Lord by Moses, called for the four first plagues •, i.e. 1st, (lie Water turned to Blood. 2nd, the plague 
of Frogs. 3rd, of Lice. 4th, of Flies. The 5th, the Murrain on the Cattle, was by the Lord's own arm. The fith, the plague of Boils: 
7th, the Hail: 8th, the Locnsts: 9th, the Darkness ; were brought on by Moses. In the 10th and last, the Slaying of the First-born, the LOUD 
himself passed through Egypt in judgment; but because of the blood of the Paschal Lamb, he jmssed over Goshen in mercy. 
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interesting narrative in Israel's history, I would yet make a few remarks on the persons engaged in it. 

1st. We behold Moses seated on a rock, with the rod of power in his hand. 2nd. Aaron and Hur, the 

heads of the royal- and priestly tribes, support the hands of Moses until the going down of the sun. 

3rd. Joshua in the valley, in conflict with Amalek, is victorious or not, just as the hands of Moses are lifted up 

or sunk down. And, lastly, Moses, when the conflict was over, and the victory complete, commemorates the 

triumph, by erecting an altar to Jehovah-nissi (The Lord is my banner), thus giving God all the glory. This 

is the simple narrative; and surely it is full of instruction to the Church of Christ in her wilderness-sojourning; 

for she too is called to ceaseless conflict with Amalek—the Prince of the Power of the Air ; and she, therefore, 

is exhorted to be strong in the Lordy and in the power of His might;—to put on the whole armour of God. 

Ej>hes. vi, 10, 11. There is always power for her in the mount of God; but that power can only be obtained 

through the aid of her great Melchizedec, her King and Priest; for " through him we have access by one 

Spirit to the Father." Ephes, ii, 18. Where He is acknowledged, the rod of power is lifted up—Amalek 

defeated—the spoil divided—and a succession of victories till the going down of the sun ensues. 1 John ii, 14. 

The pious COWPER, in his well-known hymn on prayer, beautifully alludes to this scene :— 

" When Moses stood with arms spread wide, 

Success was found on Israel's side ; 

But when through weariness they failed, 

That moment Amalek prevailed." OLNEY HYMNS. (C.) 

MOSES AND AARON,* NADAB AND ABIHU, THE TWO ELDEST SONS OF AARON, AND 
SEVENTY OF THE ELDERS, CALLED INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 

" A N D he said unto Moses, Come up unto the Lord, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of 

the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off*. And Moses alone shall come near the Lord: but they shall 

not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. And Moses came and told the people all the 

words of the Lord, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice and said, All the 

words which the Lord hath said will we do. And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up 

early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes 

of Israel. And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed 

peace offerings of oxen unto the Lord. And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and 

half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the 

audience of the people: and they said, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient. And 

Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which 

the Lord hath made with you concerning all these words. Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and 

Abihu, and seventy of the ciders of Israel: and they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet 

as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. And 

upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and 

drink." Exod. xxiv, 1—12. 

The book of the covenant, read by Moses in the hearing of the people, was afterwards written on 

the tables of stone. The broken tables on Horeb testify how little the people knew their own weakness, 

when they promised obedience to this covenant, and said, "Al l that the Lord hath spoken we will do." 

The third verse of the eighth chapter of Romans explains all this to us with great power, when it says— 

" For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son, in tho 

likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." So also Galatians iii, 21 :—"For if 

there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 

But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given 

to them that believe." Read also Heb. viii, 6—13. 

* These Notes do not profess to give all the scenes of the Wilderness, but some of the principal ones, where Aaron was engaged. 



8 

MOSES IN THE MOUNT. AARON AND HUR RULING IN THE CAMP. 

" A N D the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables 

of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. And Moses 

rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God. And he said unto the 

elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: 

if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. And Moses went up into the mount, and 

a cloud covered the mount. And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered 

it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. And the sight 

of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children 

of Israel. And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses 

was in the mount forty days and forty nights." Exod. xxiv, 12—18. 

The scene here is not conflict; but Moses has gone (with his minister Joshua) into the mount of God, 

to receive the tables of the testimony, and to see the divine patterns of the Tabernacle, and of the 

robes of glory for Aaron and his sons. And, as Aaron and Hur sustained his hands when Israel was in 

conflict with Amalek, so now the same two persons—the heads of the royal and priestly tribes—are united 

in the government of the camp:—all matters of difficulty are to be brought to them. Does not this 

shadow forth very blessedly His rule, who is the true governor of the camp of God, even our Great Iligh-

priest and King, the Lord Jesus ? Yes, He is ever ready to listen to any of our matters; and like as His 

intercession prevails for the Church as to conflict, so will it gain direction and guidance as to all the 

difficulties of the wilderness; even " grace to help in every time of need." Heb. iv, 14—10. 

THE SIN OF AARON IN MAKING THE GOLDEN CALF. 

" AND when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered 

themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before u s ; for as for 

this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 

And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your 

sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people brake off the golden earrings 

which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them at their hand, and fashioned 

it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, 

which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before i t ; and 

Aaron made proclamation, and said, To-morrow is a feast to the Lord. And they rose up early on the 

morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to 

drink, and rose up to play." Exod. xxxii, 1—6. 

That Aaron should have made the golden calf, seems almost incredible; but thus it is that the very best 

of men, living in the midst of the greatest privileges, will fail if acting of themselves. 2 Chron. xxxii, 31. 

" Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe"—should be ever the humble and dependent prayer of the true 

believer. This awful scene, of Israel's fall, is introduced most strikingly in St. Paul's First Epistle to the 

Corinthians:—" But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 

Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and 

rose up to play." 1 Cor. x, 5—7. But idolatry is not confined to the golden calf, &c. Covetousness is 

idolatry, Ephes, v, 5. Indeed, whatever rivals God in our hearts, is idolatry. In the scene before us, though 

the golden calf was set up, the feast was yet proclaimed to Jehovah. But God, the Creator, and the creature 

can never be worshipped together; though often it may be, especially in the present day, very fearfully 

aimed at. God is a jealous God, and He will not give His glory to another. Deut, vi, 13—15. 

" Whatever passes as a cloud between 

The mental eye of Faith, and things unseen, 

Causing that brighter world to disappear, 

Or seem less lovely, or its hopes less dear, 

This is our world, our Idol, though it wear 

Affection's impress, or Devotion's air." 
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MOSES, IN THE MOUNT THE SECOND TIME, 

RECEIVES THE TABLES OF THE TESTIMONY, AND, ON COMING DOWN/DEPOSITS THEM AT 

ONCE IN THE AUK. 

" A T that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up 

unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. And I will write on the tables the words 

that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark. And I made an 

ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, 

having the two tables in mine hand. And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the 

ten commandments, which the Lord spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the 

day of the assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me. And I turned myself and came down from 

the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, as the Lord commanded 

me.** Deut, x, 1—5. 

The ark here alluded to must have been a temporary one, made by Moses himself; to be used 

until the one covered with gold was prepared by Bezaleel. Moses did not exhibit the tables of the 

Covenant to the people a second time, but at once deposited them in this ark; and, when the Tabernacle 

was reared up, he removed them thence, and placed them in the golden ark. Exod. xl, first part of v. 20. 

That ark was never seen after the Babylonish captivity. 

If the ark (made of the shittim wood, and covered with gold), and the mercy seat (all of gold) 

were types of God incarnate dwelling in the midst of His people, most graciously, then, does the Law 

(hidden, within that ark) open out to us the meaning of the fortieth Psalm — the Psalm so strikingly 

quoted in Heb. x : — "Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine cars hast thou opened: burnt 

offering and sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I , Lo, I come: in the volume of the 

book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is within my heart." 

Ps. xl, 6—8. For, the Lord Jesus magnified the law and made it honourable, both in His life and 

death; and "Jehovah was well pleased for his righteousness' sake." Isaiah xlii, 21. "When our Lord 

was raised from the dead, by the glory of the Father, it was in virtue of A FULFILLED LAW ( P S . xviii, 24 ) ; 

and when He ascended up on high and reached the gates of heaven, demanding the right of entrance 

as the obedient man—as Jehovah incarnate (Ps. xxiv), it was in virtue of A FULFILLED LAW. When 

the Father welcomed the Son at the right hand of power, anointed Him to the Mclchiscdcc priesthood, 

and gave Him the gift of the Holy Ghost (compare Ps. ex with Acts ii, 23)—then did He, the righteous 

Father, testify, by that act, that H I S righteous Son had kept unbroken, and undefiled the covenant 

contained in the tables of the Testimony. For whilst the broken tables laying on Horeb testified of man's 

failure, when standing on his own obedience, the unbroken tables, presented unsullied on Christ's reaching 

the throne, testified of man's triumph in the person of his Surety. 

THE TABERNACLE HAVING BEEN REARED U P , 

AARON ENTERS ON HIS OFFICE, AS HIGH PRIEST. 

HE IS WASHED AT THE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE, CLOTHED IN HIS ROBES OF GLORY, 

AND ANOINTED WITH THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL. 

u AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take Aaron and his sons Avith him, and the garments, and the 

anointing oil, and a bullock for a sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; and 

gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Moses 

did as the Lord commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle 

of the congregation. And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the Lord commanded 

to be done. And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water. And he put upon him 

the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, 

and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith. And he put 

the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. And he put the 

mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did he put the golden plate, the 
c 
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holy crown; as the Lord commanded Moses. And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle, 

and all that was therein, and sanctified them. And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and 

anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them. And he poured of the 

anointing oil upon Aaron*s head, and anointed him to sanctify him." Levit. viii, 1—12. 

Thus was Aaron arrayed in his garments of glory and beauty, and anointed to the High Priestly office. 

And surely he stands before us a glorious type of our great High Priest; for if he, in his office, and his 

offerings, was a type, doubtless those robes of glory with which he was invested, even to the most minute 

particular, were full of a hidden and symbolical meaning; and if so, it will be well, looking earnestly to 

the Holy Spirit for guidance, to meditate on them, in the order wherewith Moses put them upon Aaron in 

the day of consecration. And first— 

THE EMBROIDERED COAT OF FINE LINEN. 

{' A N D thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen, and thou 

shalt make the girdle of needlework." Exod. xxviii, 39.* 

The great truth of all the Levitical institutions, whether considered as to the offerings or the 

offerer—the victims or the priest—is PERFECT PURITY. The glorious ANTITYPE was perfectness itself; 

conceived in holiness, brought forth in purity, a HOLY THING. So also from the manger to the cross, and 

from the cross to the grave, all was hallowed. There was no spot or blemish in the offering; and the 

rising from the dead of our great High Priest, and His entering into the holiest with exceeding triumph, 

was the testimony that there was no spot in the offerer. Before Aaron has any of the robes of glory 

put on him, he is washed, therefore, at the door of the tabernacle. H e could not have represented Him 

who was born in perfect purity, if he had not first been washed; and, in all the subsequent ablutions at the 

laver, the thing evidently symbolised is perfect purity. 

The first part of the dress of Aaron is the Embroidered coat, made of fine linen, and girded to 

him with the Girdle of needlework. This inner garment, some have supposed, had its embroidery wrought 

in gold; but this is mere conjecture. I think, that had it been so, the fact would have been specified. 

The garment doubtless was of the finest linen, and of the richest embroidery. Yet all was hidden. The 

truth set forth to us surely is—the inward purity and sanctity of our great High Priest. For that 

which His people are exhorted to seek for, He had, in perfection,—" the hidden man of the heart, in that 

which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God 

of great price." 1 Pet. iii, 4. One or two references, I think, will justify this application of the symbol. 

The multitude that stand around the throne of God, (Rev. viii, 14), are well represented as "clothed in 

white robes,"—robes made so pure in the blood of the Lamb. The bride also, (Rev. xix,) is said to be 

" clothed in fine linen, clean and white." The " fine linen is the righteousness of the saints." (Rev. 

xix, 8.) This the bride has from her Lord, who is " made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 

redemption." 1 Cor. i, 30. Both these quotations mark the purity of the white robe, which doubtless is 

the truth signified. The sons of Aaron, also, had white robes; for they were associated with their father 

in the priesthood. And truly, the divine family on earth delights to follow in the steps of its blessed 

Lord; and putting off the old man with his deeds, to put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, 

after the image of him that created him. Coloss. iii, 9, 10. Every true Christian delights in inward 

holiness; it is the atmosphere he loves to breathe; and one of the highest of his anticipations of the joys 

of the blessed is, that he will never sin again. 

THE GIRDLE OF NEEDLEWORK. 

T H I S girdle was, if possible, more costly than the embroidered coat. For when the bride's attire is mentioned in 

Ps. xlv, 14, the garment of needlework seems to be the richest dress she could be adorned in. Isa. xi, 5 

* The Hebrew proper names being all significant, and always either on the Lord's part or the parents*, given to a purposed 
end, one cannot look on the meaning of his namo, who made all these symbols or shadows by the Spirit of wisdom on him, without great 
interest. Bezaleel, (the son of Uri,* the son of Hur,) means literally, the shadow of God. Uri, means light: liar, means whiteness. I quite fool 
that the imagination, if unwatched, may get into the regions of speculation on this subject; but, though an evil use may be thus made of a good 
thing, that is no reason that the legitimate use thereof should be neglected. 

* The plural of Uri, is Urini, "lights." 
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supplies the solution of this symbol. The Lord is there represented (as the High Priest here) as having 

two girdles—"Righteousness, the girdle of his loins" and "Faithfulness, the girdle of his reins." This 

white dress, with its girdle of needlework, seems to be the symbol of inward purity, and the most untiring 

faithfulness. SO F A I T H F U L was the Lord Jesus to His covenant engagements with the Father, that in 

His passage through the wilderness, He could say, " M y meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to 

finish his work." John iv, 34. And when the end had come, on the night previous to His offering up 

Himself, He triumphantly exclaimed, " I have glorified thee (O Father), on the earth, I have finished the 

work thou gavest me to do." John xvii, 4. SO FAITHFUL was He to His people, that, though the anguish 

of death was before Him, His word was—"I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened 

until it be accomplished." Luke xii, 50. Yes, he is "called FAI T H FU L AND TRUE, and I N 

RIGHTEOUSNESS doth he judge and make war." Rev. xix, 1L 

THE ROBE OF GLORY, 

WHOLLY OF BLUE, WITH GOLDEN BELLS AND POMEGRANATES ON ITS HEM. 

" A N D thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue. And there shall be an hole in the top of it, in 

the midst thereof: it shall have a binding of woven work round about the whole of it, as it were the hole of 

an habergeon, that it be not rent. And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of blue, and 

of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold between them round about: a 

golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about. 

And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the 

holy place before the Lord, and when he cometh out, that he die not." Exod. xxviii, 31—35. 

Over the hidden white, this robe of celestial beauty was put. In colour like the heavens, it was woven 

like the seamless coat of Christ, from the top throughout. The fact, that the ark, the symbol of THE DIVINE 

PRESENCE, was covered, during the march, with a covering of blue, throws a light on this figure. For He, 

who, in the morning of creation, " clothed himself with light as with a garment," did, by His gracious visit 

to this earth, bring the days of heaven to it. And no figure could symbolize this more beautifully than 

the glorious robe of celestial blue. His walk was the walk of the heavenly stranger, whose kingdom was not 

of this world. John xviii, 36. 

The golden bells and the pomegranates, on the hem of the robe, and inseparable from it, were 

also strikingly significant. The gold of the bells, like that of the golden crown, marked the holiness of the 

High Priest; and their sweet melody shewed forth the hallowed praise that accompanied all his ministry 

in the holy place, whilst the pomegranates wrought in gold, and in the three colours of the vail—blue, 

purple, and scarlet—set forth the abounding fruitfulness that was ever found in Him. I t was IMPOSSIBLE 

for the High Priest to minister before the Lord, in the holy place, without praise. I t is said in Psalm 1, 

"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth m e ; " and this, I think, explains the difficulty of the passage in Exod. 

xxviii, 35, " that he die not." When Aaron stood at the golden altar, and the sweet fragrance of the incense 

went up before the Lord, and his hands were lifted up on high, the golden bells sent forth their sweet 

melody, and praise went up to God for the privilege of prayer and intercession. And again, when his hands 

were lifted up as he trimmed the golden lamps, praise ascended unto God. God's beloved Son, who was the 

light of the world, has taken His people into union with Himself, and by the Spirit's power, they are the 

light of the world. So upon the eighth morning, when Aaron drew nigh and changed the bread on the 

golden table, and filled afresh the golden vessels with frankincense, placing them on the twelve loaves, the 

golden bells were heard sounding forth the praises of Him who thus delighted Himself in His people. " God's 

portion is H I S P E O P L E , " (Deut, xxxii, 9), and " the riches of the glory of God's inheritance " is " in the 

saints." Ephes, i, 18. 

! 

THE EPHOD AND ITS GIRDLE. 

" A N D they shall take gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen. And they shall make the 

ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine twined* linen, with cunning work. I t shall have 

the two shoulder-pieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof: and so it shall be joined together. And 
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the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall he of the same, according to the work thereof; even 

of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. And thou shalt take two onyx stones, 

and grave on them the names of the children of Israel: six of their names on one stone, and the other 

six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth. With the work of an engraver in stone, 

like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: 

thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold. And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders 

of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before 

the Lord upon his two shoulders for a memorial. And thou shalt make ouches of gold; and two chains of 

pure gold at the ends; of wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the 

ouches." Exod. xxviii, 5—14. 

The literal meaning of the word ephod is " to bind," or " to cleave t o ; " and this derivation at once 

gives the character of this beautiful vest; which fitted close over the robe of blue, and was brought still 

closer by its girdle. 

The ephod* was composed of the same texture as the VAIL which divided the holy from the most 

holy, and inwrought with the same colours; the same also as that of the two beautiful curtains, knit into one 

with taches of gold and loops of blue, which composed the Tabernacle. The joining of the two curtains 

being drawn immediately over the golden pillars, on which the vail was suspended—See Exod. xxvi, 33, &c. 

T H E VAIL is spoken of, (Heb. x, 19, 20)—"Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 

holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the vail, 

that is to say, his flesh." And in £ Cor. vi, 16, the Church of God is thus designated: " Y e are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them." See also Exod. xxv, 8 ; 

Numb, v, 3, &c. 

As then the ephod of the High Priest was composed of the same texture, and bore the same colours, 

as the vail and the tabernacle; and as, moreover, the breastplate and shoulder-pieces, (which will be 

treated of in order), were, with the girdle, component parts of the ephod; and as they doubtless set 

forth the whole family of God, ever on the heart of the High Priest, in afFection, and on his shoulders 

in power; may not the ephod and its girdle symbolize the Churchy united in indissoluble bonds to her 

Lord, in righteousness—"members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones"? Ephes, v, 30. The use 

of the figure of the girdle in the prophet Jeremiah, justifies, I think, this interpretation of the symbol:— 

" For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of 

Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the Lord; that they might be unto me for a people, and 

for a name, for a praise, and for a glory." Jer. xiii, 11. 

THE SHOULDER-PIECES OF THE EPHOD, 

WITH THE PRECIOUS ONYX STONES IN THEIR SETTINGS OF GOLD. 

T H E shoulder-pieces were a part of the ephod, and the two precious stones had engraved on them distinctly 

the names of the twelve Sons of Israel, according to their birth. And as these names were all given by 

Leah and Rachel, as significant of the circumstances of their birth, and were doubtless intended to set 

forth, in type and shadow, all the varied condition of the whole family of God throughout all ages, it will be 

important to look at each name in order. And first— 

plfcm l. t (REUBEN.) 

T H E meaning of this word is "Behold a son;" and it expresses most powerfully the intense joy of the 

mother, at the birth of her first-born. She truly forgot her sorrow, for joy that a man was born into the 

world. John xvi, 21. Sonship is our first blessing; and receiving the spirit of adoption, we cry "Abba , 

Father." Romans viii, 15. 

* The gold of the ephod was the emblem of sanctity—the blue, of things heavenly—the scarlet, of things earthly—*Ae purple, the combination 
or union of the two into one. 

t The figures against the Hebrew names mark their place on the Breastplate. The Hebrew reads from right to left. See Frontispiece. 
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t l ^ E t y "2. (SIMEON—"Hearing") 

T H E grateful mother names her child according to the dealings of God with her. " God has heard my sorrow," 

she said. Thus, in after days, the very mention of her Simeon would bring to her mind the faithfulness 

of God. " He did hear me in the day of trouble and reproach, and will not now forsake me," would she 

exclaim. And cannot the church of God bear testimony to the same truth, and set up her stone of remem

brance ? Yes, the God of Jacob is a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God. For " the eyes of the 

Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry." Ps. xxxiv, 15—17. 

v ^ 3. (LEVI—"Joined.") 

Now, said Leah, my union with my husband can never be broken—his love can never turn away. And does 

not the child of God repose in the assured certainty, that he is joined to the Lord by a perpetual covenant, 

and that nothing can separate the true family of Levi from the Lord. Numb, xxv, 12, 13. " Neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord." Rom. viii, 38, 39. 

JTTlh^ 4- (JUDAH—J<Praise") 

T H I S all-expressive name, although given, by the mother, to show the fulness of her thanksgiving to the 

Lord for all His mercies, yet had doubtless a prophetic meaning also; for from Judah was to come The 

Messiah, the true Shiloh, unto whom should be the gathering of the people, (Genesis xlix, 10), and who, in 

the times of restitution of all things, (Acts iii, £1), should lead the praises of the great congregation. How 

glorious the vision that St. John had of this scene!—" And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise 

our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice 

of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 

Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." Rev. xix, 5, 6. 

Y\ 7. (DAN—"Judging.'''') 

D A N was the son of Rachel's handmaid Bilhah; but Rachel, with the deepest emotion, named the babe 

according to the Lord's gracious remembrance of her—" God has indeed heard me, and judged my case." 

Thus it is oftentimes with the Lord's family. They feel tempted to say, " H a t h God forgotten to be 

gracious ? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies ?" Psalm lxvii, 9. But n o ; it is never so. Their 

Father watches over them in the tendercst love, and at the set time they will have deliverance. 

^ n D 3 10- ( N A P H T A L I — " Wrestling") 

AGAIN Rachel's handmaid bears a son to Jacob; and Rachel who had, evidently in great anguish of soul, 

wrestled for this blessing, named the child Naphtali. So the child of God, now, like the good old 

patriarch, the father of Naphtali, wrestles for blessing; saying, " I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." 

Gen. xxxii, 26. 

^ s. ( G A D — " A Band or Troop") 

GAD was the son of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid. At his birth, overwhelmed with joy, she called him Gad. 

As if she had said, There is no limit to my God's blessing m e ; His mercies increase more and more. And 

is it not so now, at times, as the child of God passes on through the wilderness? The Lord pours in such 

unexpected blessing, that he sings aloud for joy. " Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in 

the time that their corn and their wine increased." Ps. iv, 7. 

D 
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1 ^ ^ ». ( A S H E R — " Happy.") 

T H E naming of this child is very emphatic. Now I am indeed happy, said the rejoicing mother, for the 

daughters will call me blessed. The blessing of Moses, " L e t him dip his foot in oil," (Deut, xxxiii, 24), 

alludes evidently to Asher's name. And the exhortation of St. Paul—" Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again 

I say, rejoice," (Phil, iv, 4,) has the same bearing. 

• ^ \ p \ p i 6. (ISSACHAR—"Hired.'*) 

AGAIN Leah conceived, and bare a son; and she called his name Issachar; " for," said she, " God hath 

given me my hire." A true Leah refers every thing to God. And truly the Lord now girds His children 

to service, and remembers them always, and gives them their hire. Although it is His own grace that 

has wrought all their works in them, (Phil, ii, 12, 13,) yet a cup of cold water gets its reward. And in 

the world of light, the hire of the faithful evangelist, that goes labouring for God in the field of the world, 

shall be very blessed:—" They that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever." 

Dan. xii, 3. 

t l ^ l t 5- (ZEBULUN—"Dwelling.) 

Tins was Leah's last son. Six she herself had borne, and two had been borne to her handmaid. " Now," 

said she, " m y husband will dwell with me." Entire confidence—rest—repose—seems to be the power of 

this name. And never are the family of God so happy, as when, in all the assuredness of a Father's love, 

they possess their souls in peace. 

rtDV n- ( J O S E P H — " Adding") 

RACHEL herself, at last, get* a blessing. Never has she been forgotten, although apparently so. But the 

set time is come; her own son is born, and she calls him Joseph. " For," said she, " God will add to me 

another son;"—taking the birth of Joseph as but an earnest of blessing. Joseph was the "fruitful bough 

running over the wall," and the birthright forfeited by Reuben was his. 1 Chron. v, 1. So the Church of 

God, like the true Joseph, loves to add to the family; forgives as she is forgiven; and, seeking to provide in 

the richest abundance blessings for all around, will finally possess the birthright in grace. " We are heirs of 

God, and joint heirs with Christ." Rom. viii, 17. 

p f t ' O ! 12« ( B E N J A M I N — " The Son of My Right Hand.") 

T H E mother of this child of promise, who died as she gave birth to him, called him Benoni, the "son 

of sorrow." Not so, said Jacob, but let his name be Benjamin; for though last, he is the (t son of my 

right hand." And so is it even now. The one born last is as dear to the Father as the Firstborn. 

Indeed, when a soul is born to God, however little such an event is noticed on earth, it is in God's 

eyes great enough to cause songs of rejoicing to be heard throughout the realms of glory. Luke xv, 10.-

These were the names of the twelve sons of Jacob: the names that were engraven on the onyx 

stones on the shoulders of the High Priest, each according to their b i r th ; and the shoulder-pieces fastened 

by the golden chains to the breastplate, thus became as ONE. So now, our gracious High Priest, as 

the good Shepherd, seeks out His lost sheep; and, when He has found them, binds them on His shoulders 

and rejoices. So will He, until the whole family of God are, one by one, brought in. "Born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," (John i, 13)—they are bound 

to His heart in the truest affection, and on His shoulders in resistless power. 
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THE BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT. 

" A N D thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the ephod 

thou shalt make i t ; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou 

make it. Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the 

breadth thereof. And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall be 

a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row. And the second row shall be an emerald, a 

sapphire; and a diamond. And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. And the fourth row a 

beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings. And the stones shall be 

with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; 

every one with his name shall they be according to the twelve tribes. And thou shalt make upon the breast

plate chains at the ends of wreathen work of pure gold. And thou shalt make upon the breastplate two 

rings of gold, and shalt put the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate. And thou shalt put the two 

wreathen chains of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate. And the other two 

ends of the two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten to the two ouches, and put them on the shoulder-pieces of 

the ephod before it. And thou shalt make two rings of gold, and thou shalt put them upon the two ends of 

the breastplate in the border thereof, which is in the side of the ephod inward. And two other rings of 

gold thou shalt make, and shalt put them on the two sides of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart 

thereof, over against the other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod. And they shall bind 

the breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be above 

the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not loosed from the ephod. And Aaron shall 

bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in 

unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord continually." Exod. xxviii, 15—29. 

Thus minute, in all its parts, was the arrangement of the radiant breastplate. The stones were the 

most precious that the heart of the earth could produce; and, though twelve in variety, they yet formed but 

one breastplate. The settings of them were gold, and these settings were fixed in the beautiful embroidery 

of the gold, purple, blue, and scarlet—wrought in the fine twined-linen. The heart of the High Priest was 

the place of the breastplate. I t could not fall below the heart, for the golden chains held it u p ; and it 

could not rise above the heart, for the loops of blue held it fast to the ephod. The engraving of the 

names of the tribes was as the engraving of a signet, indelibly impressed. Not one was forgotten. 

The little BENJAMIN had his place there, as well as the first-born REUBEN ; the labouring 

ISSACHAR, as well as the princely J U D A H ; and the least concern of the least of the many thousands of 

ISRAEL, lay on that breastplate which lay on the heart of the High Priest. Blessed and gracious type 

this of the whole people of Christ; in all their varied circumstances ever on the heart of Jesus— 

engraven there—set there as a seal (Canticles viii, 6 ) ; not a sigh nor a tear unmarked or unheeded 

by Him. 

Surely had St. Paul this divine symbol before his mind, when, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, he 

encouraged the true worshippers to draw nigh in all confidence to God:—" Seeing then that we have a 

great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro

fession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Heb. iv, 14—16. 

THE URIM AND THUMMIM. 

" A N D thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon 

Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the Lord: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of 

Israel upon his heart before the Lord continually." Exod. xxviii, 30. 

" A n d he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim." 

Levit. viii, 8. 
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I desire to offer, in all humility of soul, the following remarks. All the typical ground is holy, 

but this is pre-eminently so. And moreover, as some of the best of men, as to their interpretation of the 

U R I M AND THUMMIM, have so widely differed, it well becomes me to speak with caution; offering my remarks 

rather in the way of inquiry into the subject, than assuming any determinate judgment on it. 

The Hebrew word |JV1 ,* which is rendered put, in the second clause of the verse quoted from 

Leviticus, is not the same as that which is so translated, in the beginning of that verse; and though at 

times it is used in the same sense, (as in the previous sentence concerning the ephod), yet " t o give to," 

or " endow with," is a frequent use of it. Thus the verse might be translated—" And he put the breastplate 

upon h im: also he gave to the breastplate Lights and Perfections." From the circumstance of Bezaleel 

having no command to make the Urim and Thummim, it is manifest that it was nothing of a material 

nature; and seeing the amazing importance attached to it, both by Moses and Nehemiah, (Deut, xxxiii, 8 ; 

Neh. vii, 65), it seems plain that it was some great blessing that Moses received (not in type or symbol), 

when in the mount, with power to transmit the same to the breastplate, whenever the time came to invest 

Aaron in his robes on the day of his consecration. The words occur first in Exod. xxviii, and next in Levit. 

viii, as quoted in the beginning of these remarks. The next passage is in Numbers :—" And the Lord said 

unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon h im; 

and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. 

And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may 

be obedient. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment 

of Urim before the Lord: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all 

the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation." Numb, xxvii, 18—£1. 

This quotation is very remarkable. Eleazer the High Priest was to ask counsel for Joshua, f after the 

judgment of Urim. I t was by the power of this divine gift that he was to communicate Joshua's desires to 

the Lord ; and 1 Sam. xxviii, 6, shews that it was by Urim also that the answer was given; though in 

Saul's case there was no answer. In Deuteronomy xxxiii, 8, the glory of the priesthood seems concentrated 

in this gracious gift. " Let thy Thummim and thy Urim dwell with thy holy one," is the devout invocation 

of Moses, in the blessing on the tribe of Levi. At the captivity the Urim was lost; for at the restoration 

we learn from the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, though the altar was raised and the temple rebuilt, yet 

that " the Divine Light and Perfections " was gone from the priesthood. The passages proving this are the 

same in both Ezra and Nehemiah, and they occur incidentally, concerning some of the sons of Aaron, 

who had forfeited their right of communion in the holy things because of defilement:—" And the Tirshatha 

(Nehemiah) said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest 

with Urim and with Thummim." Ezra ii, 6 3 ; Nehemiah vii, 65. These are all the times the Urim and 

Thummim are mentioned in Scripture; and thus far is clear—that it was by the judgment of Urim that 

counsel was sought of the Lord through the High Priest, and also that by Urim the answer was sent 

to the inquirer through the High Priest. 

In some cases the antitype throws light back upon the type; and I think it is especially so as to this 

gracious gift of the Urim*' and Thummim. The Lord Jesus was evidently the glorious antitype of Israel's 

Hi<*h Priest. His spotless righteousness, His heavenly walk, the fulness of His love to His people in bearing 

them on His heart in affection, and on His shoulders in power, are very plainly symbolised by Aaron's inner 

garment of white, the robe of heavenly blue, and the ephod, with its radiant breastplate and shoulder-pieces. 

And, if our great High Priest has procured for the Church, in the mount of God, the gift of the Spirit 

of Light ; and if this blessed Spirit raises up in the Church desires and inquiries for wisdom; and if our 

High Priest by the same Spirit presents the inquiries to the Father, and receiving the answer, by the 

same Spirit communicates it to His Church, (for St. Paul says, "Through him, the Lord Jesus, we have 

access by one Spirit unto the Father") , may not the blessing of the Urim and Thummim have been the 

Spirit of Christ dwelling in the "church in the wilderness," on the heart of the High Priest, given in 

the mount of God to Moses in measure, but to our Lord Himself at Pentecost in its fulness ? 

The words " dioelleth with you" would mark the Old Testament blessing—" shall he in you," the New. 

John xiv, 17. 

* See Englishman's Hebrew Concordance, fro and Dltt?, pages 851 and 1200. 

t It i9. remarkable, that, in one of the first cases of difficulty (that concerning the Gibeonite9) the people instead of seeking 
counsel by Urim, judged by sight; for " the men took of their victuals (their mouldy bread), and asked not counsel at the mouth 
of the Lord." Joshua ix, 14. This passage also countenances the opinion, that the answer by Urim was by an audible voice. 
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There are various portions of the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, and also of the Revelation, 

which support this interpretation. 

When Joshua the High Priest, the son of' Jozedek, at the proclamation of Cyrus, came to Jerusalem 

with Zerubbabel, from the seventy years' captivity, he had not, as we have seen, THE U R I M . The sceptre was 

gone from Judah, the glory was departed from the priesthood; yet Haggai spoke of the second temple, that it 

was destined to greater glory than Solomon's; and Zechariah at the same time prophesied of the Lord, the 

true Melchizedek, who was to sit and rule as a priest on His throne, even " T H E DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS." 

See Haggai ii, 7, with Zech, vi, 13. But there are two passages in the latter prophet, and one in the 

Revelation, which throw at least some light on this subject: they are as follows— 

" H e a r now, 0 Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men 

wondered at : for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. For behold the stone that I have 

laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes; behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith 

the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. In that day, saith the Lord 

of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree." Zech, iii, 8—10. 

" Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 

foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish i t ; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath 

sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things ? for they shall rejoice, and shall see 

the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the efes of the Lord, which run to and 

fro through the whole earth." Zech, iv, 8—10. 

" And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the 

elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 

of God sent forth into all the earth." Rev. v, 6. 

May not, then, the one stone placed before Joshua (and the Hebrew word ^ ^ sometimes means jewel, 

or precious stone) symbolize the Church, as the radiant breastplate dwelt in by the Spirit of Light, the 

true Urim, ever before Joshua, the true High Priest, at the future turning of the captivity in the great day 

of the true Jubilee? 

THE LINEN MITRE. 

T H E linen mitre, to which afterwards was affixed, by a lace of blue, the golden crown with "Holiness to the 

L o r d " engraved thereon, also had without doubt a typical meaning. The head is the seat of intelligence; 

and the crowning the Priest's head thus with white, shewed that all there was pure. So every movement, 

every passing thought, was hallowed in his mind, who was the Holy One of God. The description of the 

great High Priest, in Revelation i, 14, taken in connection with Daniel vii, 9, supports this application of 

the symbol of the fair mitre. See also Zech, iii, 5. 

THE GOLDEN CROWN. 

" AND thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS 

TO THE LORD. And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of 

the mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy 

things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his 

forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord." Exod. xxviii, 36—38. 

The last clause of verse 38 is very striking:—"And IT shall be always upon His forehead, that 

THEY may be accepted before the Lord." In the holiest offerings of Israel, there would be some defilement, 

some iniquity; but this crown of holiness to the Lord, when taken into the hands of the High Priest, 

fastened to the fair mitre with the lace of blue, would hallow them; just as the incense from the golden 

censer had rendered acceptable Israel's imperfect petitions. This type is full of consolation to the child of 

God, who feels continually how defilement creeps in, even to his most hallowed services—even upon his 

"works of faith," his "labours of love." Jesus, his great High Priest, who for the Church's sake did 

" sanctify himself," takes his gift, and hallows it before the Lord. John xvii, 19. 

E 
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THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL. 

" MOREOVER the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh 

five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of 

calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the 

sanctuary, and of olive oil an hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound 

after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle 

of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony, and the table and all his vessels, and the 

candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, 

and the laver and his foot. And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth 

them shall be holy. And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may 

minister unto me in the priest's office. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, This 

shall be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your generations. Upon man's flesh shall it not be 

poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of i t : it is holy, and it shall be holy 

unto you. Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even 

be cut off from his people." Exod. xxx, 22—33. 

Tims special was the command for the making of the holy anointing oil. And with that oil, as we 

have seen, Moses consecrated the tabernacle, with all the vessels of the ministry; and, lastly, the High 

Priest himself. 

THE ANOINTING OF AARON AND HIS SONS. 

" AND he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him." Levit. 

viii, 12. 

Though both Aaron and his sons had sprinkled on them and their garments, the holy anointing 

oil, with the blood of the ram of consecration, yet THE H I G H PRIEST ALONE had it poured (as it were vrithout 

measure) upon his head. The incidental allusion to this, in Psalm exxxiii, proves very strikingly the fulness 

of this anointing:—"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! I t 

is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went 

down to the skirts of his garment." Ps. exxxiii, 1, 2. 

This symbol is opened out to us, most fully, in the New Testament. Our blessed Lord, in the 

synagogue at Nazareth, read in the book of the prophet Isaiah:—" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 

bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke iv, 18, 19). "What was that application which he 

made of this prophecy ? " This day," said he, " is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.". H E stood before 

them—God's anointed prophet. St. Paul also, in his address to Cornelius, Acts x, 38, opens out yet 

more to us this subject, when he declares, "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 

and with power." These passages—taken together with the account of the descent of the Holy Ghost, in a 

bodily shape, like a dove, at the baptism of our Lord, and of His abiding on Him—prove most fully that the 

holy anointing oil, poured on the head of Aaron, (who, as*, we have seen, was chosen as the Prophet 

before he was dedicated to the Priesthood—see p. 4, and Exod. vii, 1), was the symbol of the anointing of 

the Lord Jesus by the Holy Ghost; according to the word, " He whom God hath sent speaketh the words 

of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him." John iii, 34. 

The passage in Psalm ex, 4, (as quoted in Heb. v, 6,)—" The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, 

Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek,"—records the Lord's consecration to the priesthood. 

While Psalm ii, 2, (as quoted -in Acts iv, 26,)—" The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 

counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed,"—marks the anointing of Him as king. Psalm xlv, 

also, in allusion to the garments of Aaron all fragrant with the holy anointing oil, thus speaks of the heavenly 

King and Priest, as to the day of the consummation of His joy :—" Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest 

wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. All thy 

garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 
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Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women : upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of 

Ophir." The reader is referred especially to the whole of Levit. viii. After the anointing of Aaron, his sons 

were clothed in their linen coats, and girded with linen girdles; and then Moses offered for the whole priestly 

family, the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the ram* of consecration; they, all, putting their hands on the 

head of the sin offering and the ram. This being done, Moses touched the right car, the right hand, and 

the great toe of the right foot,f with, the blood of the ram of consecration; and, having presented it to the 

Lord, lie "took of the anointing oil, and of tlie blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon 

Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons' garments with h im; and sanctified 

Aaron, .and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him." Levit. viii, 30. Thus clothed, 

anointed, and consecrated, Aaron and his sons enter on the priestly office, chap. ix. The whole chapter is 

of the deepest interest, and concludes with Aaron blessing the congregation. " And Aaron lifted up his hand 

toward the people, and blessed them, and came down from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, 

and peace offerings. And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and 

blessed the people : and the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the people. And there came a fire out from 

before the Lord, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people 

saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces." Levit. ix, 22—24. In both these chapters Christ is seen, in Aaron, 

as the head of His body the Church—the head of the priestly family—Himself alone anointed with the holy 

anointing oil to the High Priestly office, but they a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

peculiar people; to shew forth the praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous 

light. 1 Pet. ii, 9. 

MDAB AND ABIHU OFFER FALSE FIRE BEFORE THE LORD. 

" AND Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put 

incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. And there went 

out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. Then Moses said unto Aaron, 

This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the 

people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace." Levit. x, 1—3. 

This fearful act of disobedience, followed by instant judgment, took place on the very day of Aaron's 

first offering. Compare, in proof of this, Levit. ix, 15 with x, 16. The sin of Nadab and Abihu seems to 

have been the despising of God's order, and the preferring the strange fire to that which had just come down 

from heaven, and consumed the sacrifice. A passage in Isaiah (1, 11) throws light on this, their sin: 

" Behold all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, 

and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow." 

The despising of God's light, and the substituting human light and reason in its place, is in spirit like 

the sin of the two sons of Aaron* How striking the contrast between the close of the ninth chapter of 

Leviticus and the commencement of the tenth! In the former we read that fire came down from God and 

accepted the vicarious burnt offering; in the latter that fire came out from God and destroyed those who 

approached Him in their own way, NOT SUBMITTING THEMSELVES TO HIS. See Romans x, 3. 

THE GREAT DAY OF ATONEMENT, 

THE TENTH DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH. 

AARON and his sons always were associated in the office of the Priesthood, excepting only on the occasion of 

the great day of atonement. Then Aaron only is seen. I t is even said:—" There shall be no man in the 

tabernacle of the congregation, when he gocth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come 

out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel." 

Levit. xvi, 17. 

The great truth to be learnt hereby is evidently this—that in the work of Atonement, Christ, the 

* The Ram of Consecration partakes of the character of tho peace offering. Compare Levit. iii and vii, 29 to 38 with viii, 22 to 3('». 

t The right car marking the scat of intelligence—the "right hand, tho scat of strength—the right foot, the scat of service and labour. 
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true High Priest, was perfectly alone. B Y H I M S E L F l i e purged our sins, and sat down on the right 

hand of the Majesty on high. Heb. i, 3. 

The ninth and tenth chapters of Hebrews take up, and unfold almost all the momentous acts of the 

great day of atonement. 

1. The Lord Jesus. . . . Heb. ix, 11. 

2. The Lamb of God . . . « 14. 

3. His Flesh " x, 20. 

4. Heaven i t s e l f . . . . ix, 24. 

5. The Blood of Jesus carried by 
Himself into Heaven . '* 12. 

6. The All-prevalent Intercession of 
the Lord Jesus . . " 24. 

7. The Return of the Lord Jesus in 
Majesty and great Glory . " 28. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The High Priest . . . Levit. 

The Victim . . . . " 

The Vail " 

The Most Holy . . . , " 

The Blood of the Victim sprinkled 
on and before the Mercy Seat " 

The Golden Censer with sweet 
Incense. u 

xvi, 2. 

9, 10. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

12. 

7. The Return of the High Priest in 
his Robes of Glory " 14. 

The sin offering of this day was TWO KIDS OF THE GOATS. They were presented before the Lord, at 

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. Then Aaron cast lots upon the two goats; one lot was for 

the Lord, the other lot became the scape goat. Levit. xvi, 7, 8. The goat on which the Lord's lot fell was 

killed, and its blood, as we have seen, was sprinkled by Aaron on the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat. 

The fat of the inwards was burnt at the brazen altar; and the body was consumed in the devouring flame ON 

THE EARTH, WITHOUT THE CAMP. The other goat was again presented alive before the Lord, " to make an 

atonement (or covering) with God, and to be let go for a SCAPE GOAT into the wilderness." 

Most devout men have held widely-different judgments as to this type of the scape goat; and it 

becomes any one writing on the subject, therefore, to offer his remarks with great lowliness of mind. 

The first great truth, I think, is this—that, though there were two goats, yet the offering was ONE 

and INDIVISIBLE. Thus the true Sin-offering died, and has borne away our sins. For whilst His vicarious 

blood speaks peace on the mercy seat (as did the blood of the Lord's lot, or the kid of the sin offering that 

died), yet no less was He the sin-bearer, as was the scape goat, which, though covered with all the 

transgressions of all Israel in all their sins, yet carried them away triumphantly, into a land not inhabited. 

May not the type then set forth this—that the Lord Jesus, as the true sin offering, by his vicarious death,* 

bore away the sin of the world into a land where there was none to accuse—"a land not inhabited"? 

Rom. viii, 33—39. And then, heaving the sins from him, so that though sought for they never could be 

found again, he was seenf alive the third day—for THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS was God's proof 

in full, that death had no claim upon Him. Though He passed into death He triumphed over it, 

"And Death by dying slew." 

Let us join, then, in the triumphant song of the redeemed, who beheld the LIVING LAMB, that had 

been slain, taking the book (the right of redemption being his), and opening the seals thereof. " A n d they 

sving a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 

slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." Rev. v, 9, 10. 

THE YEAR OF JUBILEE. 

" AND thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the 

seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 

jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet 

sound throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all 

the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto 

* John i, 29; " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

t Whilst Psalm xxxi, 5 tells of the Lord's death; no less does Psalm xvi, 9 (as quoted Acts ii, 2G) tell of His resting in the 

grave in hope. Psalm xviii, 20* tells of His triumphant resurrection, or living again in righteousness; Psalm lxviii, 18, of His ascension ; 

Psalm xxiv, 7, of His entrance to glory; and ex, of the welcome at the right hand of Power, and the anointing to the Melchisedek-Priesthood. 

* See Bishop Home's Invaluable Commentary on this Psalm. No library should be without it 
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his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you J 

ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine 

undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the 

field. In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man unto his possession." Levit. xxv, 8—13. 

The seventh, or sabbatic, month opened with the Feast of Trumpets; and not only did it open with 

this joyful sound, but in it, as we have seen, was the great day of Atonement, and, every fiftieth year, THE 

JUBILEE. Moreover, the Feast of Tabernacles took up one whole week of it, and at that feast it was that 

the temple of God was dedicated, with almost numberless burnt offerings and peace offerings.* Glorious, 

most glorious type, of the tabernacle of God being with man! For then will this great feast be consummated, 

by the dwelling of God with His people, for ever. See Levit. xxiii, 24, 27, 34 ; xxv, 8 ; 2 Chron. v, 3 ; 

vii, 8, 10 ; and Rev. xxi, 3, 22. 

The year of JUBILEE was the great year of release. Israel groaned for that day; they looked for and 

hastened unto i t ; it was the perpetual vision before them. ••. The Jews say that the ordering of it was as 

follows:—After the great offerings of the day of Atonement had been completed, and the High Priest had 

gone into the holy place to change his white garments for his robes of glory and beauty, two of the sons of 

Aaron took their post at the door of the tabernacle, with the silver trumpets at their l ips; and the moment 

they heard the golden bells on Aaron's robe, they sounded the trumpet of Jubilee. The Levites meanwhile 

took up the joyful sound from tribe to tribe, and prolonged its echo from Dan even to Beersheba, until the 

air rang with the sweetest sound that Israel k n e w — " T H E YEAR OF JUBILEE IS COME." And surely, when 

our great High Priest comes forth at the GREAT JUBILEE, the trumpet shall sound, and all shall hear it; 

and the rising of the righteous dead, and the translation of the righteous living, will prove that the rightful 

Owner has come, with great power, for the redemption of his purchased possession. Ephes, i, 14. Then also 

shall JUDAH and EPHRAIM be united; one fold under one shepherd. Ezek. xxxvii, 16—28. All the ends of 

the earth shall turn unto the Lord. Psalm xxii, 22—31. And the crown having been placed on the head of 

the rightful King—the true Solomon (Psalm lxxii), the hundredth Psalm shall then be the jubilee hymn of 

all people. " L e t every thing that hath breath praise the Lord." Hallelujah. Psalm cl. 

AARON STANDS BETWEEN THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND THE PLAGUE IS STAYED. 

T H E rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,f is amongst the most affecting of the scenes of the wilderness. 

To murmur against Moses and Aaron, was to murmur against the Lord Himself; seeing that He had appointed 

them to be the rulers of HIS people. Korah and Moses, moreover, were the children of two brothers, 

(1 Chron. vi, 3, 22) but no relationship will save, where there is wilful rebellion against the Lord's commands. 

The two sons of Aaron, as we have seen, died before the Lord, for their presumption; and now Korah and his 

company perish on account of their rebellion; for the earth opened and swallowed up Korah and all that 

pertained to him, excepting indeed his children. Numbers xxvi, 11. Yet, with all this terrible scene before 

them, ALL ISRAEL, the very next day, murmured against Moses and Aaron: accusing them of being the cause 

of the death of Korah and his company. Then, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared. " And the Lord 

spake unto Moses, saying, Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. 

And they fell upon their faces. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off 

the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly into the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for 

there is wrath gone out from the Lord; the plague is begun. And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and 

ran into the midst of the congregation; and, behold the plague was begun among the people: and he put 

on incense, and made an atonement for the people. And he stood between the dead and the living; and 

the plague was stayed. Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, 

beside those that died about the matter of Korah. And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed." Numb, xvi, 44—50. 

Who can gaze upon this awful scene, and see the place of Aaron in it, and not have brought, at once, 

* There was no sin offering at the dedication of THE TEMPLE ; for that was the type of the blessed state, when sin and sorrow shall be 
done away for ever. 

t It is difficult to determine the chronology of this event; but it seoms to bo the next in ordor after the return of the spies. Moreover, 
the fact that the ordinance of the red hoifor comes in the nineteenth chapter, (and this must have been in the opening of the wilderness 
history), confirms the thought that Koran's rebellion occurred in the second year after leaving Egypt. 

F 
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before his mind the person of our great High Priest; Avho, in the greatness of His grace, stood between the 

living and the dead. The staying of the plague seems the pre-eminent act of Grace, in the wilderness. There 

was no cry for mercy, but a murmuring at the very judgment that had been inflicted for rebellion; yet even 

here grace interposed. The Lord, who was punishing, evidently put into Moses's heart (for every perfect 

gift is from Him) the thought of the golden censer. Moses commanded Aaron; and Aaron, evidently in the 

fullest obedience to the command, rushed forward to the scene of judgment, and met the plague. He 

put on incense, and made atonement; and the plague was stayed. Such is grace. God's own Son, the 

Son of his love, in infinite compassion hasted to this world, when all was lost; and made atonement, and 

stayed the plague. 

AARON'S ROD THAT BUDDED. 

" A N D Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for 

each prince one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among their 

rods. And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness. And it came to pass, that 

on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of 

Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. And Moses brought 

out all the rods from before the Lord unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man 

his rod. And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a 

token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not." 

Numb, xvii, 6—10. 

Hence the priesthood of Aaron was established most fully; to endure until He should come, whose 

priesthood would never end. Nor could any figure, or symbol, shew more beautifully the perpetuity of His 

intercession—all-prevalent, at all seasons—than this rod that budded, blossomed, and yielded fruit. 

THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS. 

FROM the budding of Aaron's rod until the death of Miriam, there is no mention made of the murmurings of 

the camp. Nothing else is recorded, than the places of encampment. Numb, xxxiii. The 95th Psalm, indeed, 

tells us, that "for forty years the Lord was grieved with the people." Yet He would not record their 

murmurings; for HIS great name is, " The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 

abundant in goodness and truth." Exod. xxiv, 5, 6. 

THE DEATH OF AARON, AND THE SUCCESSION OF ELEAZAR. 

" A N D the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto Mount 

Hor. And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying, 

Aaron shall be gathered unto his people; for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the 

children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the waters of Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar 

his son, and bring them up unto Mount H o r ; and strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar 

his son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. And Moses did as the Lord 

commanded: and they went up into Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. And Moses stripped 

Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: 

and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was 

dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel." Numb, xx, 22—29. 

The Priesthood of Aaron was not elective, but hereditary; therefore the family of Israel never could 

be without a High Priest: for the instant that the spirit of Aaron (" the Saint of the Lord") departed, 

Eleazar, already clothed in the robes of glory, was the High Priest. The same order of symbol is evident 

in the sacrifice of the morning and evening lamb, and the incense; and perpetuity is surely the blessing set 

forth. Thus there icas always a lamb on the brazen altar; and there was always a High Priest over the house 

of God. How graciously this brings before us the offering of the Liwd Jesus once for all, and His perpetual 

priesthood—His continuing ever—His ever living to intercede. Heb. vii, 24, 25. 
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THE DEATH OF MOSES, THE MAN OF GOD. 

" AND Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the Mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is 

over against Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and 

the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, and the 

plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto him, This is the 

land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, 1 will give it unto thy Seed: I have 

caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant of the Lord 

died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the 

land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. And Moses 

was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated." 

Deut, xxxiv, 1—7. 

This is the last scene in the history of the wilderness. How affecting is the end! The Lord buried 

Moses! And, at some unknown period, Michael the archangel was sent on a special errand to that grave ; 

to rebuke the Prince of death, who kept there, but kept in vain, his watch and guard. The Lord had put 

his own mark upon that grave ; his broad arrow was there. Is it not so, also, as to all the elect family ? 

For a little while they lie in the grave, but the Lord's mark is there. They sleep in Jesus; and, when the 

great and glorious One descends, who is " the resurrection and the life," He will rebuke the Devourcr, and 

the family of God shall stand, like Moses and Elijah, on the mount of glory with their righteous King. 

Elijah, who never died, is the earnest of the translated saints; Moses, buried of God, the earnest of the risen 

ones. Luke ix, 30, 31. This scene closes the Pentateuch, or Five Books of Moses. 

OFFERING OF THE FIRSTFRUITS IN THE LAND OF PROMISE. 

SEVEN great events marked the High Priesthood of Eleazar, the Son of Aaron:—1st, The crossing of the 

Jordan; 2nd, The renewal of the rite of circumcision at Gilgal, by which the reproach of Egypt was rolled 

away; 3rd, The ceasing of the manna, and the eating of the fruit of the land; 4th, The blessings pronounced 

from Gerizim, and the curses from Ebal ; 5th, The setting up the tabernacle in Shiloh; 6th, The dividing 

of the land; and 7th, The offering of the firstfruits. 

As the High Priest had a most conspicuous place in this great, last-mentioned offering, we will 

consider it more especially. The two passages of Scripture placed in opposite columns beneath bring before 

us the prescribed offering of firstfruits, and the attainment of the land where those fruits should be produced. 

il And it shall be, when thou art como in unto the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth theo for an inheritance, 
and possessest it, and dwollest therein; that thou shalt 
take of the first of all tho fruit of the earth, which thou 
shalt bring of thy land that the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
and shalt put it in a basket, and shall go unto the place 
which the Lord thy God shalt choose to place his name 
there." Deut, xxvi, 1, 2. 

" And tho Lord gave unto Israel all tho land which he 
sware to give unto their fathers ; and they possessed it, 
and dwelt therein. And the Lord gavo them rest round 
about, according to all that ho sware unto their fathers : 

and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them ; 

tho Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand. There 

failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had 

spoken unto the house of I s r ae l ; all came to pass." Josh, 

xx i , 43—45. 

T H E PLACE of offering was also clearly defined; as the tabernacle had been set up in Shiloh; 

and ELEAZAR, the High Priest in those days, marked THE PERSON, to whom this offering should be brought; 

while an incidental allusion made by Caleb, (as to his age, when seeking the possession of Hebron,) 

at once determines THE TIME to have been the eighth year. See especially Josh, xiv, 10.* 

This offering seems to have been presented but once. Of course there was annually a presentation of 

the .wave sheaf at the Passover, and the wave loaves at Pentecost; but that presentation was evidently 

distinct from this great offering, which was the acknowledgment, by the whole family of God, that that which 

H e had promised, He surely had performed. They had come unto the land; and their High Priest, in the city of 

Shiloh, standing at the altar of God, was ready to receive their offering, and present it before the 

* An historical fact of groat interest comos out in the next chapter, relative to the giants, tho three sons of Anal*, whom Caleh had seen 
when ho went to spy out tho land. Josh, xv, 14 tolls us that Caleh drove thenco tho throe sons of Anak, Shcshai, and Ahiman, and Tahnai, 
tho children of Anak. This proves, that thoy had outlived all that generation of Israel that perished in the wilderness; hut the 
faithful CALEB drove tketn out; and, hy reference to Judgos i, 10, we find that some of his descendants at last killed limn. 
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altar of God, was ready to receive their offering, and present it before the Lord. The whole scene, as recorded 

Deut, xxvi, 1—11, is full of the deepest interest. How strikingly it brings before us, the glories of that 

day, when all the family of God, out of every kindred, nation, tongue, and tribe, shall stand in the heavenly 

city, around the throne of God; and, placing their firstfruits—their fullest offerings of praise—in the hand of 

the great Mediator, shall acknowledge, " That they are come unto the country which the Lord their God had 

promised them ,"—that they were once ready to perish; but that the Lord appeared for them, brought them out 

of Egypt, the house of bondage, and gave them the earnest of blessing in the firstfruits of the Spirit;—and that 

now,—the wilderness being passed, the Jordan crossed, the LAND POSSESSED,—they present, through the Lord 

Jesus, the offering of praise. Thus the whole redeemed family, AS ONE, will cast their crowns before the 

Lord, and worship and adore. Even noAv, the Church, as remarked before, realizes an earnest of that day; 

and "delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son," she 

acknowledges, through her blessed Advocate, that the Lord has been faithful to His word :—that by His grace, 

and by His grace alone, she is brought into the enjoyment of the city of peace. Thus offers she " the fruit 

of her lips, even praise unto HIS name." Heb. xiii, 15. 

THE DEATH OF JOSHUA AND ELEAZAR, AND SUCCESSION OF PHINEHAS. 

JOSHUA, having fulfilled the great work with which the Lord had entrusted him, fell asleep. He now 

sleeps in the land of promise, awaiting the resurrection of the just. The faithful Eleazar also soon followed 

him, and Phinehas his son, High Priest in his father's place, was clothed in the robes of glory. This 

closes the book of Joshua. Phinehas's character is of great interest; his zeal for the Lord's honour and glory 

in the matter of Baal Peor, when he slew Zimri and Cozbi, is strikingly acknowledged by the Lord, " The 

Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my 

wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed 

not the children of Israel in my jealousy. AVherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: 

and he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood: because he was 

zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel." Numb, xxv, 11—13. In the Book-

of Joshua, also, we see Phinehas filling a most important post; " sent by the children of Israel, with ten 

princes of each chief house," to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, concerning the 

altar of testimony that they had set up on the other side Jordan. The twenty-second of the book of Joshua 

relates the whole scene. Phinehas's address to the tribes, to whom he was sent, and his return to Shiloh, is 

thus recorded :—" And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the 

children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the Lord is among -fts, because 

ye have not committed this trespass against the Lord: now ye have delivered the children of Israel out of 

the hand of the Lord. And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from the 

children of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to 

the children of Israel, and brought them word again. And the thing pleased the children of Israel; and the 

children of Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in battle, to destroy the land wherein 

the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt. And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the 

altar E d ; for it shall be a witness between us that the Jehovah is God." Joshua xxii, 31—34. 

The only other scripture that gives any account of Phinehas is in Judges:—" And the children of Israel 

enquired of the Lord, (for the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, and Phinehas, the son of 

Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days), saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against 

the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease ? And the Lord said, Go u p ; for to morrow I will 

deliver them into thine" hand." (xx, 27, 28.) This fixes the chronology of the affecting scene, recorded in 

the last chapters of Judges. For as Phinehas was " t he enquiring priest" (i.e. the High Priest, for he alone 

had the Urim on his heart) it follows that this fearful desolation of the tribe of Benjamin must have taken 

place very early in the period recorded in the book of Judges; doubtless before Othniel the nephew of 

Caleb was Judge. Judges iii, 9. 

From this time to that of Eli, we have no record whatever, of the succession of the Priesthood; and 

the only clue is found in 1 Chron. vi ; where the genealogy of the sons of "Eleazar, the son of Aaron, is 

brought before us. 

Aaron: Eleazar: Phinehas : Abishua: Bukki : Uzzi: Zerahiah. 

The four others mentioned, (i.e. Meraioth, Amariah, Ahitub, and Zadok), were in all probability 
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contemporary with Eli and his descendants. Solomon put away Abiathar of the line of Ithamar; thus 

fulfilling the judgment on the house of Eli (see 1 Sam. ii, 36); restoring Zadok of the house of Eieazar; 

and so fulfilling the blessing on the house of THE FAITHFUL PHINEHAS. Numb, xxv, 11—13. 

THE HIGH PRIEST ELI, 

OF THE LINE OF ITHAMAR. 

W H E T H E R Eli was the first that had the High Priesthood, of the line of Ithamar, is not indicated in 

Scripture; but it is evident that he had exercised the office of Judge for some period before the era of the 

first book of Samuel;- as chapter iv, verse 18, tells us he had judged Israel for forty years. This places 

him as contemporary with Sampson. The whole history of the period from Eli to Adonijah, when Eli's 

descendant, Abiathar, deserted the cause of David, is most painful; for Eli died at the taking of the A r k ; 

his two sons were killed at the same time; Ahimelech and all his posterity, excepting Abiathar, were killed 

by the sword of Saul; and even Abiathar forsook his Royal Master in his old age. The following table 

will aid us in this research. 

The Governor and High Priest. 

Killed in battle. 

No further record given. 

Gave David Goliath's sword. Slain by Saul. 

High Priest with David, but put out by Solomon. 

Next to Zadok the High Priest. 

The lesson to the Church of God, in the history of Eli, is most important. His sons did "evil, and he 

restrained them not. I t is true that he took some notice of their conduct; but there was nothing of the 

spirit of Phinehas in him; there was no jealousy for God's honour. And, how awful was the result! 

Parental love is never more truly manifested, than when, on beholding some moral evil in the children, it 

steadily and firmly perseveres, looking to the Lord for strength, until the evil is brought to light fully, and 

abandoned. 

ELI . 

Phinehas . 

&hitub . . . . 

AHIAH or AHIMELECH 

ABIATHAR . 

Ahimelech* . . 1 

1 Samuel i, 9 

. „ iv, 11 

v xiv, 3 

„ xxii, 20 

)i » 

Chron. xxiv, 3 

ZADOK. 

ZADOK was the High Priest in Solomon's reign; and he doubtless presided as such, at the dedication of the 

Temple, though Solomon is the only person seen. And this, surely, was to foreshew the glory of Christ, in 

the Heavenly Temple (as the true Solomon, King of Salem, King of peace) leading the worship of the great 

congregation. Psalm xxii, 22—31. 

JEHOIADA, 

OF THE LINE OF ITHAMAR. 

T H E descendants of Zadok, to the time of Jchoiada, a period of more than a hundred years, are not in the 

least alluded to, in the Kings and Chronicles, excepting that in the chapter quoted before, (1 Chron. vi,) 

their genealogy is thus stated— 

Ahimaaz: Azariah; and Johanan: 

Jehoiada not being mentioned in this list, the record of 1 Chron. xxiv demands, that he must be assigned 

to the line of Ithamar. 

Jchoiada must have been a man of deep piety, and unshaken boldness; gifted of the Lord to his 

office. He acted as a protector during the minority of the young King Joash; and Judah flourished under 

his shepherd care. So long as he lived the young King walked in the fear of God. The death of Jehoiada 

is thus spoken of in Scripture :—" But Jchoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died; an hundred 

and thirty years old was he when he died. And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, 

because he had done good in Israel, both toward God and toward his house." 2 Chron. xxiv, 15, 16. 

* It is the last of those quotations, that proves Eli's descent to be from the line of Ithamar. 
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ZECH AM AH. 

No sooner had .Tchoiatla died, than tlic nobles of Judah, King Joash having joined them, departed from the 

Lord. " And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above 

the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, that 

ye cannot prosper ? because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken you. And they conspired 

against him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court in the house of the 

Lord. Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but 

slew his son. And when he died, he said, The Lord look upon it, and require it." 2 Chron. xxiv, 20—22. 

Short was the High Priesthood of Zechariah, but it was faithful and true. Better, better far, to die, 

than to countenance idolatry. The very year after Zechariah's death, the Lord required his blood at the 

hand of Joash, whose servants slew him on his bed. See verse 25. 

AZARIAH, 

OF THE LINE OF ELEAZAK. 

THESE changes, as to the houses of the two sons of Aaron, are fully accounted for in 1 Chron xxiv, 5 : — 

" T h u s were they divided by lot, one sort with another; for the governors of the sanctuary, and governors 

of the house of God, were of the sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar." 

It was the High Priest Azariah that withstood even the King, Uzziah, when that king intruded into 

his office, " to burn incense upon the altar of incense." " And Azariah the priest went in after him, and 

with him fourscore priests of the Lord, that were valiant men: and they withstood Uzziah the king, and said 

unto him, It appertained not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to the priests the sons 

of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither 

shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand 

to burn inconse : and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his .forehead before 

the priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief priest, and all 

the priests looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from 

thence; yoa, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lord had smitten him. And Uzziah the king was a 

leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the 

house of the Lord; and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land." 2 Chron. 

xxvi, 17—21. 

Azariah continued in office, throughout the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; and he must have 

presided at the great revival of the worship of the true God, when Hezekiah and all Israel stood at the 

altar of the burnt offering. For the king commanded, that the sin offering and the burnt offering should be 

for all Israel. I t was at this time, that that most glorious hymn of David, composed by him when the Ark 

was brought to the city of David (1 Chron. xvi), was sung over the burnt offering. The record is very 

blessed. "And Hezekiah commanded to offer burnt offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering 

began, the song of the Lord began also with trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by David king of 

Israel. And all the congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: and all this 

continued until the burnt offering was finished. And when they had made an end of offering, the king and 

all that were present with him bowed themselves, and worshipped." 2 Chron. xxix, 27—29. 

HILKIAH. 

AZARIAH evidently must have lived to a great age, as we find, Hilkiah, the fifth from him, in descent, to be 

the next High Priest noticed; though in the long reign of Manasseh all these his descendants may have 

successively filled the office. Azariah's next descendant was Amariah; then 

Ahitub: Zadok: Shallum: Hilkiah. 

Hilkiah's High Priesthood, like Azariah's before him, was very auspicious; and he seems to have 

carried out, most fully, the purposes of the young and pious King Josiah. We hear nothing more of 

Hi lk iah; except that he found the book of the law of the Lord, and that*he presided at the great Passover 

kept by Josiah, shortly before his death. 
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JEHOZADAK. 

JEHOZADAK. was the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah; and he was taken captive either 

with the young King Jehoiachin, or at the destruction of the Temple, and died during the captivity. 

JESHUA, 

THE HIGH PRIEST AT THE RESTORATION. 

JESHUA, or according to the Septuagint " ITJO-OVS, Jesus" was the captive High Priest at the time of the great 

proclamation by Cyrus* (See Ezra i, 1). He returned from Babylon among the very first, along with 

Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel, who were of the seed royal. JESHUA occupies a most important part in Israel's 

history. With Zerubbabel, he raised up the altar of the Lord; and, on the first day of the seventh month, 

at the Feast of Trumpets, he dedicated it, and re-established the continual burnt offering. On the fifteenth 

day of the same month, he kept the Feast of Tabernacles; and on the first day of the second year, the very 

day fcf the setting up the Tabernacle in the wilderness (Exod. xl, 2), he laid the foundation of the second 

Temple, which Ezra thus describes:—" Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmicl and his 

sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen in the house of God : the sons of Hcnadad, 

with their sons and their brethren the Levites. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of 

the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals 

to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David the king of Israel. And they sang together by course in 

praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever toward 

Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, because the foundation 

of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 

ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 

wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: so that the people could not discern the noise of 

the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, 

and the noise was heard afar off." Ezra iii, 9—13. Amid scorn and derision, did the Governor and the 

High Priest, aided by the people, prosecute the good work till near to its completion; when, at last, their 

enemies succeeded, with Artaxerxes, to get it forbidden. So ceased the work of the house of God until the 

reign of Darius, who, at the earnest solicitation of Zerubbabel and Jeshua—their spirits having been stirred 

up by the exhortations of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah—issued his famous decree,—" Let the governor 

of the Jev)s, and the elders of the Jews, build this house of God in his place." Ezra v, vi. The work then 

proceeded with great vigour :—" The elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying 

of Haggai, the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the 

commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxcrxcs 

king of Persia. And this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth 

year of the reign of Darius the king. And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the 

rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy. And offered at 

the dedication of this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for 

a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel." Ezra vi, 

14—17. Thus was fulfilled Zechariah's promise to Zerubbabel; and " t h e headstone" of the second Temple 

(destined to ' MORE GLORY* than Solomon's) was "brought forth with shoutings, Grace, grace unto it ." 

In the historical books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we hear no more of Jeshua; but in the prophecies of 

Haggai and Zechariah, he is twice brought before us as a most eminent type of the Lord Jesus. First in 

Zech, iii, he-is thus revealed to us in a vision:—" And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before 

* Calmet supposes that Ezra came up with Zerubbabel; but the mere circumstance of there being ono of that name is not sufficient 
authority for the supposition. The book of Ezra is the book of an historian, and of one too inspired ; and of course he could detail events that 
took place long before he appeared on the scone himself. It is no less singular that Calmet should speak of Ezra as the great High Priest of 
Israel, and yet, in tho same volume, give the descent of Jehozadak, Jeshua, Joiakim, Eliashib, and each in their day as High Priests; for certainly 

. both accounts could not bo true. That Ezra was of the line of Aaron and Eleazar, the ninth chapter determines ; and being the son of Seraiah, 
he must havo been tho uncle of Jeshua, as Jehozadak and Seraiah were brothers ; and as is sometimes the case, so doubtless here, the uncle was 
years younger than his nephew. That Ezra, when ho came from Babylon, B.C. 457 years, which was eighty years after Zerubbabel and Joshua's 
return, found every thing in great disorder, and according to tho exigencies of the times exercised an authority equal to the High Priest, all will 
readily allow; but more than this cannot be said, as the Scripture is silent on the subject. 
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the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto Satan, 

The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee: is not this a 

brand plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 

And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from 

him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee 

with change of raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre 

upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by." Zech, iii, 1—5. As 

the High Priest, on his coming back to Jerusalem, returned without THE U R I M ; so, doubtless also, he lacked 

also THE ROUES OF GLORY ; and was like Jehoiachin (2 Kings xxv, £9) clothed with the garments of captivity. 

Satan's accusation and resisting him (his saying, it may be, The captivity was deserved) is not met by Joshua 

with a plea of innocence, but by an authoritative testifying of JEHOVAH'S G R A C E : — " Jehovah\rebuke thee, O 

Satan; even Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" 

The fair mitre, and the change of raiment, all spoke of days of future blessedness. And surely, all this tells 

us of our blessed High Priest, who went into captivity, with the load of our accumulated guilt upon Him ; 

saying:—" For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold on me, so that 

I am not able to look u p ; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me." 

Ps. xl,* 12. But our Lord, as seen in the type before quoted, of the scape-goat, left our guilt in the land 

not inhabited; and ere long will He be manifested, as God's righteous servant T H E B R A N C H , clothed 

with a change of raiment, above the brightness of the sun; and the fair crown being upon His brow, and 

Himself acknowledged, K I N G OF K I N G S , LORD OF LORDS. This is brought before us in the 

following quotation:—"Hear now, 0 Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for 

they are men wondered a t ; for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the B R A N C H . " Zechariah iii, 8. 

This scripture surely justifies our exposition of this wondrous scene. For the "removing of the filthy 

garments," and the " taking aw"ay the iniquity of the land in one day," seem identical. 

We give yet another quotation from Zechariah:—" And the word of the Lord came unto me saying, 

Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, 

and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; then take silver and 

gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; and 

speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is T H E 

B R A N C H ; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord: even he 

shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; 

and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. And the 

crown shall be unto Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Rephaniah, for a 

memorial in the temple of the Lord, and ye shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. And 

this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God." No one can read this 

quotation, and compare it with Psalm ex, without seeing, at once, that it points to the Melchizedek-Priesthoodf 

of that glorious One, whose name truly is The BRANCH. And these two chapters, t^cen together, complete 

the description of the glory of Christ's character. The filthy garments, their removal, the change of raiment, 

the gold and silver crowns, the throne of glory, and the covenant of peace, can only have their fulfilment in 

Him " who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of 

no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being 

found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is at?ove every name : that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Phil, ii, 6—11. 

* Christ and the Church compose one mystical person; of which person He is the head, and the Church the body. And as man's body 
speaks by its head, and his head for his body; so Christ speaks for the Church's sin, and she of His righteousness; which consideration is a 
key, to any claims of righteousness made in the Psalms, and to any confessions of sin made therein by Him. This seems to be a satisfactory 
account of the matter: such, at least, appears to have been the idea generally adopted and received in the first ages of the Christian Church.— 
See Bishop Home's Introduction to his Commentary on the Psalms, page 32; also the Notes on Ps. xl, 12. 

f The demand by the Pope of Rome* of universal dominion, both temporal and spiritual, is an usurpation of that which can belong only 
to Christ. Not contented with claiming the keys of St. Peter, the Popo arrogates to himself the Melchizedek-Priesthood and sovereignty also; 
sitting and ruling as " a priest upon his throne ;" with the Inquisition as his high court of judicature. Melchi-Lehut (King of Terrors) is a name 
more suited to the Papal sovereign, than Melchi-Salem (King of Peace). 

• See Camden's History, A.D. 1576. 
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JOUKIM. 

THOUGH the notice of the High Priesthood of Joiakim, the son of Jeshua, is very brief (Nchcm. xii, 26,) yet 

it proves that Ezra did not act as High Priest. It also preserves the line of descent. 

ELIASHIB. 

BUT little is said of Eliashib, the son of Joiakim. In the book of Nehemiah, we find him High Priest; and 

we see him with his brethren, at the call of Nehemiah, building the sheep gate. But it is also recorded of 

him, that he (unlike the faithful Phinehas) allied himself to Tobiah, the enemy of the children of Israel; and 

that he provided for him a lodging in the house of God. This raised the anger of Nehemiah, the Tirshatha, 

who cast out Tobiah's stuff and cleansed the chambers. Eliashib is the last High Priest of whom any act is 

recorded in the Old Testament Scriptures. How had the mighty fallen! Unholy alliances always arc 

productive of shame and disgrace.* 

JADDUA. 

JADDUA was the son of Jonathan, the son of Joiada; neither of whom have any record in the word of God, 

excepting their genealogy. Neh. xii. Jaddua lived in the time of Alexander the Great. The well 

authenticated fact of his meeting the King is related by Josephus; to whose Antiquities the reader is referred 

for the account; as also fbr the connective link in Israel's history, to the time of the birth of our Lord. These 

remarks are confined entirely to the Scripture history. 

THE VISION OF ZACHARIAS OF THE COURSE OF ABIA. 

LUKE I. 

THOUGH Zacharias is not spoken of as High Priest, (and his being employed " in the order of his course," 

rather implies that he was not so), yet the Lord evidently intended to reflect the highest honour on the order of 

Aaron, when he made this, his lineal descendant, the medium of the first communication to His people, that 

had hcen granted to them since the time of Malachi. Luke i, 11—17, thus unfolds to us the vision:—"And 

there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when 

Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: 

for thy prayer is heard -, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And 

thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of 

the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even 

from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he 

shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

CA1APHAS, 

THE LAST HIGH PRIEST.f 

CAI AURAS was High Priest, when John the Baptist, the forerunner of the Lord, commenced his ministry. 

Luke iii, &. He continued so through the period of the life of the Lord; also counselling His death in the 

great Sanhedrim. But how different his thoughts and the Lord's, of that which he spoke! Addressing 

* The grandson of Eliashib married the daughter of Sanballat, the Horonite. Nchem. xiii, 28. 
t Ananias is spoken of in the Acts, as High Priest; but when the vail of the Tcmplo was rent, the Aaronic Priesthood came to an 

end. For tho Lamb had died, and tho true High Priest was about to pass into Heaven itself, ever to make intercession for us. Heb. ix, 21. 
The last act of Ananias was, to .seek to betray unto death the Apostle of the Gentiles. Acts xxv, o. 
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the seventy elders, the High Priest uttered those remarkable words, " Ye know nothing at all, nor consider 

that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. : ' 

John xi, 49, 50. Evidently, all that. Caiaphas meant was, that by putting to death, this one, whom they 

styled the King of the Jews (a name which H e Himself never had assumed), Israel would convince Cresar 

of their fidelity, and so the Eomans would not take away their kingdom. But the Holy Spirit, who spoke 

by Caiaphas as He did by Balaam, had other thoughts connected with this prophecy. Yes, Caiaphas! if that 

one Paschal Lamb does not die, the whole people must perish! But His soul must he made an offering for 

sin; and by that death deliverance must be preached to a ruined and lost world. For, not only shall He 

gather together the outcasts of Israel and the dispersed of Judah, but the Gentile world also shall He turn 

unto the Lord. He shall gather together in ONE all the children of God scattered throughout the whole 

earth. Thy high priestly office, O Caiaphas! is nearly at an end! God's altar is about to be set up, and 

HIS LAMB is about to be offered, (for God will provide Himself a Lamb,—as He said to Abraham, thy 

forefather). Yet a little while and the vail will be rent, and the way into the holiest made manifest! He 

has risen up, and ere long, He, whom Ezra and Nehemiah. longed for, shall be manifested,—a Priest with 

Urim and Thummim,—with the seven spirits of God; and then the once-defiled sons of Aaron may eat for 

ever of the holy things. Ezra ii, 6 3 ; Nehemiah vii, 65. 

T H E LAST ACT of Caiaphas, is thus recorded by St Mark :—"And the high priest stood up in the 

midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which they witness against thee? But 

he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the 

right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, 

What need we any further witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all 

condemned him to be guilty of death." Mark xiv, 60—64. This act of the Jewish High Priest, the rending 

his garments, was most significant; though doubtless he knew not that, like his prophecy, it had in it a 

divine meaning. For, by this deed, he put away the priesthood from the house of Levi; the Lord having 

expressly forbidden the priests to rend their garments. After this, and in the morning, the whole Sanhedrim 

rose, and delivered Jesus into the hands of Pilate, the Gentile Governor; Pilate, acknowledging the while His 

innocence, inflicting on Jesus the Roman punishment of CRUCIFIXION. Thus did both Jew and Gentile 

conspire to fulfil the purposes of God, (Acts ii, 23) ; for not only was it " expedient that Jesus should die," 

but that He should die " t h e accursed death of the cross." Galat. iii, 13. And, when " h e bowed his head," 

and said, " I t is finished," (John xix, 30), and " Father, into thy hand I commend my spirit," (Luke xxiii, 46), 

then was " t h e vail of the temple rent in twain"—(Matt, xxvii, 51)-*-which rending was God's divine 

announcement, that the great High Priest was at hand, whose priesthood, like Himself,' should continue ever. 

" And, though awhile He be 

Hid from the eyes of men, 

His people look to see 

Their great High Priest again : 

IN BRIGHTEST GLORY H E WILL COME, 

And take His waiting people home." 

"SEEING THEN THAT WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH PRIEST, THAT IS PASSED INTO THE 

HEAVENS, JESUS THE SON OF GOD, LET ITS HOLD FAST OUR PROFESSION. FOR WE HAVE NOT 

AN HIGH PRIEST WHICH CANNOT BE TOUCHED WITH THE FEELING OF OUR INFIRMITIES; 

BUT WAS IN ALL POINTS TEMPTED LIKE AS WE ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN. LET US THEREFORE 

COME BOLDLY UNTO THE THRONE OF GRACE, THAT WE MAY OBTAIN MERCY, AND FIND 

GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED." HEB. IV, 14—16. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL. 

THE JUDGES, THE KINGS, HIGH PRIESTS, AND PROPHETS, ARRANGED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY. 

THE THEOCRACY OF THE WILDERNESS. 

B. C. 

1491 
1451 

The Ruler. 

MOSES 
JOSHUA 

High Priest 

AARON 
E L E A Z A R 

Principal Events. 

The first Passover. The passage of the Red Sea. The giving of the Law. The rear ing up the Tabernacle. 
The consecration of Aaron and his sons. The40 years ' wandering. The death of Aaron. The death of Moses. 

THE THEOCRACY OF CANAAN. 

B.C. 

1451 
1405 
1325 
1285 
1245 
1236 
1232 
1210 
1187 
1182 
1175 
1164 

1156 
1116 

Judges. 

Joshua 
Othnicl 
Ehud 
Deborah 
Gideon 
Abimelech 
Tola 
J a i r 
Jeph thah 
Ibzan 
Elon 
Abdon 
Samson 
Eli 
Samuel 

High Priests. 

Eleazar 
PlIINEHAS* 
Abishua 
Buklci 
Uzzi 
Zerahiah 
Meraioth 
Amar iah 
Ahi tub 

Of the line of Ithamav. 

E L I 
A H I T U B 

Prophets. 

Deborah 

Samuel 

Principal Events. 

The crossing of the Jo rdan . The renewal of the rite of circumcision a t Gilgal, by 
which the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. The ceasing of the manna , and 
the eating of the fruit of the land. The blessings pronounced from Gerizim, and 
the curses from Ebal. The setting u p the tabernacle in Shiloh. The dividing of 
the land. The offering of the first-fruits. 

The book of Judges is a history of Israel 's rebellions, humblings , and deliverances. 

If chapter xi of Judges, is read with the marginal t ranslat ion of the Hebrew, it will be 
manifest tha t Jeph thah did not offer up his daughter as a burnt-offering.—ver. 3 1 . 

Tha t mysterious scene recorded in the five last chapters of Judges , comes in chrono
logically about the second chapter . This is proved by Phinehas being mentioned 
(xx, 27), as the enquiring priest. 

* From Phinehas to Eli there is no mention made of the High Priests, hut the genealogy is found in 
1 Chron. vi, 6. 1 Chron. xxiv, 3, proves Eli to have descended from Ithamar. 

THE PEOPLE'S KING. 

B. C. 

1096 

The King. 

Saul 

nigh Priest. 

AlIIAH 

Prophet 

Samuel 

General Remarks. 

Saul's anointing. His apostasy. David's anointing. Saul's death. 

THE LORD'S CHOSEN KING, AND HIS HEIRS. 

SOLOMON 
Rehoboam 

ABIATHAR 

Of the line of Eleazar. 

Nathan 

Gad Ahijah 

David's full anointing to the kingdom. 
David's sin ; his repentance; and pardon. 
David numbers the people; the plague that followed. 
Solomon's succession. The Temple built. 
Rehoboam's succession. The kingdom divided IN JUDGMENT. Jeroboam king of Israel. 

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM. 

B. C. 

975 
958 
955 
954 
953 
930 

925 
918 
914 
889 

885 

878 
S57 
840 
839 
825 

808 

758 
742 
726 
£98 
643 
041 
610 
009 
598 
598 

Kings of Judah. 

Rehoboam 
Abijam 
A S A 

JEIIOSIIAPAT 
J e h o r a m 

Ahaziah 
Athaliah 
J O A S H 

AMAZIAH 

UzZIAH 

JOTHAM 
Ahaz 
H E Z E K I A H 
MANASSEII 
Anion 
Jos i A ii 
Jchoahaz 

Jchoiachin 
Zedekiah 

High Priests. 

Zadok 
Ahunaaz 
Azariah 

Of the line of Ithamar. 

J E H O I A D A * 

Z E C H A R I A H 

Of the line of Eleazar. " 

Johanan 
A Z A R I A H 
Amar iah 
Ahi tub 
Zadok 
Shallum 

HlLKIAH 
AZARIAH 

Prophets. 

Na than Iddo 
Shemaiah 
Azariah 

Jahazicl 
EHczer 

I S A I A H 
J O E L 

M I O A H 
N A H U M A 

.TEREMIAn 

D A N I E L 
E Z E K I E L 
OBADIAH 

Kings of Israel. 

Je roboam 

Nadab 
Baasha 

Omri 
Ahab 
Ahaziah 
J o r a m 

J e h u 

Jehoahaz 
Jehoash 

Zachariah 
Shal lum 
Menahem 

Pekah 
Hoshca 

B. C. 721. 
The ten Tribes 

utterly dis-
the kingdom 
of Israel at 
an end, hav-

254 years. 

Prophets. 

J ehu H a n a n i 
Azariah 

Elijah 
Micaiah 
Elisha 

JONAn 

H O S E A 

Oded 

1 Principal Events. 

Je roboam sets up the Golden Calves, one a t Bethel, 
the other a t Dan, and makes the lowest of the 
people p r ies t s ; for the sons of Aaron and the 
Lcvites were faithful to the son of Solomon, the 
son of David. 

Zerah with a million of people defeated by Asa. 
Baasha ut ter ly destroys the race of Je roboam, who 

made Is rae l to sin. 
The death of Ahab by the UNERRING bow drawn by 

man a t A VENTURE. 
Elijah taken to the Lord in a chariot of fire. 
The pious zeal of J e h o s h a p a t ; his devout p rayer 

Jehoiada the High Pr ies t preserves the life of the 
young King Joash . 

The wicked Athaliah killed, and Joash crowned. 
J e h u ut ter ly destroys the descendants of Ahab, and 

the worshippers of Baal . 
Jonah ' s memorable mission to Nineveh. 

TJzziah smitten with leprosy for invading the priest's 
office. 

* Jehoiada not being mentioned in the line of Eleazar. 1 Chron. 
xxiv, is authority for concluding that ho was descended from 

But few of the High Priests are noticed in the historical books, 
though their genealogy, when from Eleazar, is strictly pro-
served from Aaron to Jaddua, in 1 Chron. vi, 1—14, and 
Neh. xii, 10, 11. Those noticed arc printed in capitals. 

Of the twenty-one Kings of Judah, eleven are recorded as fearing 
the Lord; they are printed in capitals, as are the Prophets 
whose hooks are in the sacred canon.' Of the Kings of 
Israel there is no record that even one feared the lord. 

Judah was carried captive 4G8 years after David began to reign t 
388 years after the defection of the ten tribes; and 134 after 
their captivity. 

JUDEA A CHALDEAN PROVINCE, B.C. 606. 

B. C. 

598 

680 

Captive Kings. 

• Jchoiachin 

Zodckiah 

Captive High Priests. 

Seraiah 

Jchozadak 

Captive Prophets. 

• D A N I E L 
E Z E K I E L 

In Egypt. 
J E R E M I A H 

General Remarks. 

The 70 years ' captivity commenced with Daniel being taken to Babylon. JchoiachhVs 
captivity with the Queen-mother was nine years a f te rwards ; and the final des t ruc
tion of the Temple and the city, and TUB END OF TUB KINGDOM OF J U D A H , eleven 
years still la ter . • See note a t the end of Table. 
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S lies 1.1 >nz/ar 
Zeriibl.ubel 
(Kzra)* 
Neliomiali 

lliiCli V i i e ^ 

J KS till A 
Jo i .UClM 
E l . I A S I l i n 

Jouula 
Jona than 
.Jad.lua 

.HIDEA A P E R S I A N P R O V I N C E , u. 

H A O G A I 

ZKCIIAIUAH 
MALACHI 

Zernhbabel and Jeslina re turned first, and Ezra 80 years subsequent ; and then, 
I 15 years afterwards, Nehcmiah. 
* Ezra, though not strictly a Governor, yet exercised an equal authority, rtntil Nehcinuih. 

1 The Temple rebuilt 70 years after its destruction, and afterwards the city ; and the 
wall built in troublous t imes. 

J U D E A A G R E C I A N P R O V I N C E , B. C. 331. 

For part iculars of the meeting of Alexander the Great and the Jewish High Priest , see Calniet, under 
the head "Alexande r . " 

J U D E A A R O M A N P R O V I N C E , ». c. 63. 

30 
3.5 AI 

Cyrenius 

P . Pi late 
Do. 

ANNAS A C A I A M I A S 

Do. 

At a t ime of universal peace, and 4004 years from the Creation of the World, the e ternal Son of God 
became man—God manifest in the flesh. John i, 1. 

The Lord anointed to His w o r k ; after three years and a half, betrayed, denied, forsaken of all, H e 
was crucified; bu t on the thi rd day rose again, and on the fortieth day ascended on h i g h ; and 
having received the gift of the Holy Ghost, on Pentecost , the fiftieth d iy after His resurrect ion, 
H e thereby gave power to His Church to go and preach the Gospel to every creature ; and the Acts 
of the Apostles is the blessed record of its conquests. 

The memorable address of Pau l to the Jews a t Rome, as recorded in Acts xxviii, 25—29, took place 
about A.i». 03. ___ 

A. D. 70. J E R U S A L E M UTTERLY DESTROYED AND TRODDEN UNDER FOOT OF THE G E N T I L E S , UNTIL T H E TIMES OF T H E 

G E N T I L E S ARE FULFILLED. L U K E xxi , 24. S E E ALSO ZECIIARIAII i, 17—21. 

* " I t is an inquiry of great interest, whether the seventy weeks of Daniel, chap, ix, are not an integral pa r t of the 2300 days of chap, vi i i : 
if so, it would decide the days to be y e a r s ; and the decree going forth to build Jerusa lem, un to the cutting off of Messiah the Prince, would 
exhaust 483 years of the 2300, leaving 1817 to complete the number ; and as our blessed Lord was crucified A .D . 33£ the number would be complete 
some t ime in A.I>. 1 8 5 1 ; bu t as the generally received chronology is that the Vulgar JEra is four years in advance of the t rue , the period would be 
A.D. 1847, when the sanctuary should be cleansed. Daniel viii, 14."—See " Times of Daniel ," by the Duke of Manchester , p . 393. 

CHRONOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 
OF 

THE LAST CHAPTERS 0E THE KINGS AND CHRONICLES, AND OF EZRA AND NEHEMIAII. 

K i i of Ii t^ypt 

624 Josiah keeps the last great Passover before the Captivity 

610 Josiah is killed in ba t t l e ; great mourning in Israel 

Jehoahaz succeeds Josiah, but is instantly deposed by the victorious 

Pharoah-Necho . • • • • • 

609 Jehoiakim, the second Son of Josiah, succeeds Jehoahaz . . . . 

606 Nebuchadnezzar, in the first year of his reign, invades Judea ; subdues, and puts Jehoiakim 

in chains, but releases him. The seventy years' captivity now commences 

Jehoiakim burns the blessed word of God, and sentence is pronounced thereon, even the 

close of his dynasty . . . . . . . 

Jehoiakim rebels against Nebuchadnezzar . % • • • 

Jehoiakim dies. Jehoiacbin bis son reigns for three months, and is carried captive to 

Babylon . . . . . . . . 

Zedekiah reigns as Viceroy for Nebuchadnezzar . . . . . 

Zedekiah rebels and breaks his oath. See especially Ezek. xvii, 18. 

587 Jerusalem destroyed and the Temple ; and Zedekiah led captive 

536 Cyrus proclaims Israel free, exactly seveuty years after the first captivity 

535 Zerubbabel and Jeshua lay the foundation of the Temple . . . 

524 They are hindered in the work in the reign of Artaxerxes 

516 The Temple completed, seventy years after its destruction . . . . 

457 Ezra returned to Jerusalem . . . . . . 

446 Nehemiah returned, and the wall was built in troublous t imes . . . 

605 

603 

599 

598 

594 

2 Kings xxiii. 

2 Chron. xxxv, 25. 

2 Kings xxiii. 

2 Chron. xxxvi, 5. 

Jer . xxxvi, 23—30. 

2 Kings xxiv, 1. 

2 Chron. xxxvi, 

1 7 -

13. 

-21 

Ezra i. 

Ezra iii, 

" iv, 

" vi, 

" vi 

Nehemiah ii, 

10. 

24 

15 

vi 

T H E URIM, PAGE 13. 

Although, after the captivity, the High Priest no longer possessed this blessing, it is not meant to infer that 

(supposing this is the right interpretation of the Urim), Israel did not still retain the blessing of God's Spirit in their 

mids t ; only that this especial and peculiar form of His guidance had departed. 

TI IK T I M E OF T H E L A Y I N G T H E F O U N D A T I O N OF T H E SECOND T E M P L E , PAGE 25. 

The Prophet Haggai speaks of this, as if it had been done on the ninth month; but the context implies that his 

allusion was rather to the continuation of the work, after Darius's decree. I t was not on the first day of the first 

month, but on the first day of the second month, of the second year after their return, that the foundation stone-was laid, 

as recorded in Ezra iii, 8. 


