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subject assigned to me this evening is one which has re· 
ceived very meagre consideration, and but scant justice from 
the majority of Christians, or Christian teachers in our day, 

been too much over-looked and ignored that this Blessed Book 
contains not only doctrinal and moral truth, but dispensational truth 
as well. I know of nothing more calculated to contribute to a clear 
insight and true understanding of the Word of God, or more fitted to· 
inspire the soul with lofty thoughts of the Divine Majesty, and ·call 
forth the adm·ation and admiration of the heart at the profoundness· 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God, than the contemplation of His 
dispensational dealings. l'his is remarkably exemplified in the case 
of the Apostle Paul himself. It was not after the masterly unfolding 
of grace and salvation in the first eight chapters of his epistle to the 
Romans-all important and essential as these are for the soul's first 
need-but after his three chapters on God's dispensational ways that 
we get the well-known magnificent outburst of wonder and worship, 
which closes the eleventh chapter, when, overpowered by the grandeur 
of God's plans and purposes, he exclaims " 0 the depth of the riches, 
both of the. wisdom and knowledge of (lod I how unsearchable are 
His judgments and His ways past finding out I" If such, therefore,. 
was the effect upon the. gr(lat Apostle, surely the investigation of the 
same or kindred topics ought to exert a similarly beneficial influence 
on us; 

Just reflect for a moment on what sort of apprehension that man 
can have of Holy Scripture, who only sees one dispensation, from 
Adam to the Great White Throne, I utterly deny the possibility of 
such an one, whatever his pretensions to learning or ability, having, 
under the circumstances, any adequate conception of the scope and 
range of Divine revelation. M01·eover, I do not see why we should 
not have a distinct department of dispensational theology. · It is 
quite as important as systematic, exegetical or apologetic theology, 
It would effectually supply the necessary corrective for that confound,. 
ing of th1·eatening and promise, law and Gospel, grace and government, 
mercy and judgment, suffering and reigning, earthly and heavenly,. 
which is inseparably connected with a non-dispensational notion of 
the contents of the Bible. In no other department of learning, that 
I am aware of, could the equivalent of the dispensational element be 
dispensed with, Take one of the simplest branches of ordinary 



ducation; geography for eJCnmple. Say the geography of Australia, 
Vhat idea could that man have of Australia, as it actually eJCists, 
>ho refused to recognise the territorial divisions known as colonies, 
.nd insisted on calling everything Australia? The inevitable con
.equence would be that he would mix up Victoria with New South 
Vales, both with Queensland and all the other colonies, in a hopeless 
nudclle. You might reason with him, and seek to convince him of 
be distinction between Melbourne and Sydney, or between Victoria 
;nd New South Wales, but be replies" These distinctions are far too 
ine for me. I am quite content with viewing everything in the lump, 
t is far less trouble." In vain you tell him each colony has its own 
'oundaries, its own legislature, and is governed by its own laws. 
ie only sees Australia in the aggregate, a vague, undefined mass of 
erritory, with an indiscriminate population, whose only principle of 
dion seems to be their own safety. But after all nob0dy is so 
oolish, when geography, or anything of the earth, earthy,. is con~ 
erned; yet we have bad abundant experience of many eJCcellent 
Jbristian people pursuing a com·se the exact parallel of tllis in 
eferenc.e to the truth of God. No matter what part of Seriptnre 
hey take up, everything is the church. Israel is the church;: Jacob 
s the church ; Judah is the church; Jerusalem is the church ; Zion 
3 the church. The temporal blessings predicted of Israel in a future 
lay are spiritualised, and every one appropriated complacently to 
)lemselves; but they take good care to leave all the curses for the 
ioor Jews. No one disputes that all Scriptm·e is for the church;: 
he point is it is not all abmtt the Church. I know in a certain sense 
vhat they mean, viz., the aggregate of the saved from the fall to the 
md of time, but that is not what Christ called in Matt. xvi., "My 
:hurch," or Paul in Epbesians and Colossians, "The church which is 
lis body," and ignores the exhortation of the latter, "Give none 
·fl'ence, neither to the Jews nor to the GentUes, nor to the Ol!urch of 
iod." 'l'hese cannot be mingled together without mystifying the entire 
olume of inspiration, and I maintain that the different colonies are 

·~ot more distinctly marked off tracts of territory in the Continent of 
~ustralia, than the various dispensations are distinctly rounded off 
1eriods of time in the field of S01·ipture. Just as I must discern the 
,everal colonies, as they really are, making Victo1·ia to mean 
v-ictoria, New South Wales to mean New South Wales, MelhourJJe to 
b.ean Melbourne, and Sydney to mean Sydney, and so with all the 
lest, if I am to have any correct understanding of Australia. Ro I 
nust distinguish the. different dispensations, making the cburcJt to 
D.ean the church, Israel to mean Israel, Jerusalem to mean Jerusalem 
fnd Zion to mean Zion (unless the context indicates something 
~gurative), if I am to have any eJCact knowledge of the Holy Scrip
urea. 

:1 It may be asked, Wba.t is a dispensation 7 A dispensation is a 
'heriod or age, longer or shorter, characterised by a certain dealing of 
iiod with man, on a definite distinctive principle. , 
I We have ( 1) the dispensation of innocence, or the paradisaical age ; 
[2) the dispensation of conscience or the antediluvian age ; (3) the 
~ispensation of governmental order, or the Noachian age; (4) the 
lispensation of law, or the Mosaic age; (5 the dispensation of g1·ace 
lnd the Spirit, the mystery of Christ) and the Church, or the 
vhristian age; (6) the dispensation of the fulness of times, or the 
M:illennial age; and, finally, that which is the contrast of a.ll dis
~ensations, and when all dispensations cease, the eternal state when 
}od is all in all. 

Five essential features will be found attaching to every dis-
Jensation, which it is well to note :-

1. It is always characterised by a definite principle. 
2. It is always set up at its maximum to commence with, 
3, It always fails in man's hands. 
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4. There is always a promise or prophecy about the Second Man 
in whose hands nothing can fail. · 

5. It always ends in judgment making room for another. 
I can do little more than touch on most of· the dispensations, ml 

principal object to-night being to show that there is another to com< 
after this one before the eternal st'l.te ; but I will rapidly glance a1 
·the characteristics of each, reserving the burden of my remarks fm 
the Millennia! age. 

I.-THE DISPENSATION OF INNOCENCE. 

Innocence, i.e., ignorance oj evil is the principle which distinguishe<i 
that age, while it will readily be acknowledged that it was perfect of i~ 
.kind to start with; for none can dispute the consummate blessedness o 
parndise from the very first-a condition of things in which attain men 
by progressive development could have no place, and running counte 
to the scientific evolutionary doctrine of the ·age, which certainly doe 
not hold good with respect to Eden. The question raised in this firs( 
of God's ways with m~tll w~ts. whetl1er an innocent creature, enviro.ned 
by yofJd and ignorant of evil. if lift entirely free and th1·own on his owrl 

.. resources, would stand or fall ? Could he be depended on, even a~ 
his best, to maintain hiR position and retain .His blessing, much less 
attain to anythiug higher? In order to decide such an issue, it wa~ 
necessnry he should be tested. I may say, in short, that the· first fou 
dispensations are all probationary in character, while the other tw 
{this age and the millenial age) are reconstructive .. Whatever tes 1 
~is sel~oted, it must be an adequate one for an innocent being. IDi 
other wo1·ds, it must be something not in itself evil, unless forbidde~ 
by Ged. Such a test., as we know, was applied ; and, though man was1 
·in the enjoyment of evet·ything which bespoke the goodness of God, 
and was calculated to increase confidence and inspire gratitude, the 
sad result was, that he actually gave t&p God fol' a bit of fruit. In so 
doing he fell, sinned &gainst God, and brought ruin on the fair and 
happy scene. A promise of the seed of the woman immediately 
followed, and the end of the short but momentous Edenic epoch was 
:judgment. "So He drove out the man."-Gen. iii. 24. The dispen• 
sation of innocence was thus closed and past tor ever; for, though 
better blessing might be provided in the purpose of God, yet man 
never could be ignorant of evil again. Besides, if man once fails in 
any position he is put, God never sets him up twice in the same kind 
of thing ; still, blessed be His name, He has always something in 
·(les~rve. 

For anyone who takes the trouble honestly and seriously to think, 
the outcome of the trial of innocence settles decisively and defini· 
·tively whether anything but failure can be expected from fallen man 
as such ; for, if he could not hold his blessing when unfallen and 
·iJII.mocent, and under the best of environments. it is impossible in the 
nature .of things he c&n do better when sinful and lost. God saw 
·clearly enough · • that the imagination of the thoughts of fallen man's 
heart were onl.1' evil, and that continually ; " but man has too high an 
-opinion of himself to believe this, and it, consequently,,p.ad to be 
demonstrated in the sight of men, angels and devils , by a fair and 
full trial, which necessitated the next dealing of God. 

11.-THE DISPENSATION OF CONSCIENCE, 

The principle distinctive of that period was not innocence, but 
·t:onscience ; not ignorance of evil, but the lcnowledge of good and evil• 
Gen. iii. 5, 

Further, the question raised in this second of the ways of God with 
ma.n is, not whether an innocent ·being, with an environment of good 
'llnd ignorant of evil can stand:· but whether fallen mt1.t1 .. •nith th• 



For this, no special arrangement, other than existed, needed to be 
nadeJ:by God. All t)lat was required was simply to leave man· to 
'Pimself, which was precisely what God did. It constituted the most 
:pomplete and thorough test of what man, guided by conscience with
'put any other restraint, could do for himself. I am well aware that 
fllany mistaken people in our day imagine this is only being tried 
p.ow, and regard it as still an open question. They do so, however, 
1n utter forgetfulness of the fact, that God raised and settled this 
fi1atter once and for ever at ~he other end of the world, and proved 
ponclusively that, so far from fallen man being a creature in his normal 
state, going on from one excelsior stage of progress to another, which 
is the vain dream of this scientific age, he is emphatically a sinner 
departed from his God, who must eithet· 1·eturn to Him or be judged 
if be I'efuses, as the deluge bears incontestable witness. . 

Moreover the fittest time to test such an issue was immediately after 
the fall. 'l'he particular dealing of its kind was at its maa:imum at 
tlte commencement, for he1·e was man, just on the confines of paradise 
with the newly acquired knowledge of both good and evil, under the 
most favourable circumstances, and before conscience hnd even time 
to be blunted or hardened by any course of sin. If eve1· therefore, the 
very utmost that man was capable of accomplishing, either for good 
or evil, under its sole and exclusive direction, could be decisively 
demonstrated, it was then. The trial was made, an<l as usual, the 
fi1•st thing man does is to fail, and spoil everything as soon as he is 
put into it. He murders his brother, nnd then, we have not only sin 
against God as in Eden, but sin against man also. True, the develop
ment proceeds; but how ? Is it upward or downward? The standard 
is not man's estimate of himself and his doings, but God's estimate. 
Things were allowed to run their course. 1'bey had in those days 
their civilisation, their agriculture, their music, religious and secular; 
.their mechanical arts, and their feminine accomplishments, cultivated 
to such anextent that it is a question whether, with all our boasted 
advancement, the inventions of the family of Cain have yet been sur. 
passed. But, be this as it may, they were all employed, then as now, 
not to God's glory, but for the purpose of trying to make people com
forta.ble and at ease without God. In the midst of seeming outward 
,prosperity, the antediluvian age waxed, worse and worse, till all flesh 
had corrupted his way. Prophecy about the Second Man, the coming 
Saviour, and warnings of approaching judgment were given. God 
bore with increasing evil till the whole scene became filled with 
violence and corruption, and the final result is man, guided by con· 
science when its powers were keenest, and the memory of paradise 
fresh in his mind, turned out so desparately wicked that God had to 
sweep him off the face of the earth with a flood. Man h~td thus to be 
judged for progress in the wrong direction, and God was obliged to ter. 
minate with summary vengeance that dispensation, and thereby make 
room for another trial of man under different conditions, since he never 
-could be left to himself again. To continue setting him up as before 
would only be a repetition of man's wickedness followed by destruc· 
tiou from God ad infinitum. 

III;.:....THE DISPENSATION OF GOVERNMENT IN THE 
.HANDS OF MAN. 

In this we had vhtually a recommencement of the world on fresh 
terms, framed according to man's behaviour under his previous trials. 
lf the world was to be permitted to go on, all must be arranged in 
full view of man's proved utter badness. God repeats the verdict 
He. had already given in the former Antediluvian age, at the very 
time be institutes the dispensatiot;l. of Civil government, declaring in 
Gen viii. 21, "That the imagination. of man's heart is evil from his 
youth." In fact, He founds the continuation of the world that no\'! 



(2.) on his own provision to meet that evil in the two directions in 
which it had been manifested1-that is, evil against God, and evil 
against man. For evil .in its Godward aspect, there must be the sac
rifice of Christ as evidenced in " The sweet savour the Lord smelled " 
from Noah's offering, and for evil in its manward aspect there must 
be governmental restraint indicated in the announcement " Whoso 
shecldeth man'• bloGd, by man shall his blood be shed, for in the image 
of God made he man." (Gen. ix. 6.) Thus government or rule in 
man,'s hand began, not as an expedient invented by man, but as a 
Divine institution. 

The principle which is characteristic of the dispensation of govern
mental order is, that man must be protected from l!is fellow; for that in 
reality is what government means. People may boast of this fo1·m 
of government or that, but however excellent or reverse the form 
may be, the necessity first arose out of the sad fact that fallen man, 
when tried under the sole guidance of consience, turned out so in
tolerably bad that, while the world lasts, he cannot be trusted to be 
left to himself a second time. Every one admits the blessing that civil 
government is for man, and that the worst form of government the 
world has ever seen is better than absolute Anarchy. Bntwby? Because 
man is so disposed to evil that he needs restraint, and so a ve1·se to order 
that he must be compelled to conform to prescribed law, otherwise 
there would be no living in the world. Suspena the disciplinary 
influence of governmental authority, and violence and corruption 
would soon over leap all bounds as before the flood, or as seen in the 
French revolution. Could anything be more humiliating for man 
with all his conceit than the acknowledgement of that which renders 
government indispensable? 

The question ?'aised in this third of the ways of God with man, 
seeing be could not do it when left to himself unfettered and un
restrained, is whether under the salutary effect of tlte restraint of 
governor and governed, he might not retrieve Ms position and submit to 
God? 

The sword of government, for the purpose of trying the issue, is 
put into the hands of Noah, who was the :first magistrate; but he 
soon fell from the dignity of his position. Failure manifests itself 
here too. The governor, Noah, gets drunk almost immediately after 
he is entrusted with the responsibility of rule, and cannot even 
govern himself much less govern other people, disgracing himself as 
a father and ruler, in the eyes of his family. • 

Things are allowed to ripen, and; instead of man under human 
government retrieving his position and returning to God he attempts 
to make himself independent of God and seeks to establish a centre 
of unity altogether ap1nt from the source whence all authority com
mitted to him emanated. God thereupon interposed in judgment by the 
confusion oj tongues at . .Babel, and scattered them abroad, so that in~ 
stead of the Lord's original intention of peopling the world by 
families, as had been the case up to that time, there is henceforth the di
vision of the earth's population into nations, afterwards known through· 
out scriptlll'es as the Gentiles. They ultimately abandoned God for idols 
"When they 1cnew God they did not glorify him as God." "They 
changed the trut.h of God into a lie and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, so that God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind," 
. But as we have seen, consequent on failure in each dispensation, 
there is a promise of Him who was to come; so here God makes a 
more definite and distinct promise about the Second man than here
:tofore to His friend, Abraham, whom. he calls out to become its 
11pecial depositary, and pave the way for yet another trial of man 
Jinder Qnd's OWJ' tptorsbjn 



IV.-THE. ·DISPENSATION OF LAW • 

. The distinctive principle must be patent to everyone, viz., law. it is 
.not human law, however, for man had been tried under that already 
and signally failed. It is divine law; not man's, but God's. Indeed it 
is this special feature which constitutes trial under law the crowning test. 
It is the perfect measure of what every intelligent creature ought to be, 
and the direct opposite of what fallen,man had become; presenting 
the exact counterpart of the double development of evil we have seen 
to be conspicuous throughout. Man sinned against God and against 
man, but God's law is the complete antithesis of such, and requires. 
man's supreme love to God and love to his neigbbom· as himself. It is. 
remarka.ble bow all these di:fferen t testings bang together as far as 
the main points at issue are concerned. . 

In this most thorough and patient of all God's trials of man, the 
question raised was that, though fallen man could not neither could 
his fellow-man, yet could God not bring good out of him? He bad 
failed, as we have seen, by self-government and by human govern• 
ment to retrieve his position; could he not do it by Divine government? 
Were God to take him under His own direct and special tutelage, 
could He not make something of him as he is ? Surely after such a. 
trial as this, if be fails, be must be proved hopeless, even in his own 
eyes, in respect of anything be can do.. God knew the result before•·· 
hand ; but to convince man, He gives him this further opportunity, 

In order to make the issue as decisive as possible, God singled ouf; 
a nation from all the nations of the earth, delivered them with a. 
high band from their oppressors, bare them on eagles' wings to llim•· 
self in the wilderness, where they were dependent on Him for every 
drop of water and every bit of food. The promulgation of the law 
was made in the midst of most imposing circumstances, A wall of· 
separation was built around them, hedging them in and setting them 
·apart from all others. God Himself became their Instructor, telling 
them what to do and what not to do. Yet with every m1'ltive,. 
whether of self-interest or gratituqe to God conducing to obedience, 
what do we find as usual? Before .Mosesltad even time to come· down 
from tl!e .M o~tnt with the tables, tl!ey had actually broken the law, ancf 
were dancing t•ound the golden calf. Judgment bad so far to take its. 
coui·se ; but, through the intercession of Moses, God took them up 
again, no longer, however, on the ground of pure law, for that trial 
was over in the short space of fmty days; but be mingled mercy 
with law, to see whether they would not show to better advamtage
under that qualified anangement. Moses accordingly went up to the· 
Mount a second time, and again came down with two tables ;· but 
this time he put them into the ark, type of Christ, who alone could 
keep them. Then after forty years of God's unwearied care, love 
and patience, which fed them with manna when hungry, saw that 
their raiment waxed not old·, and looked after the very swelliFlg of· 
their feet, they were at the end of their wilderness journey worse 
than ever, and "spake against God and against Moses" oo the 
borders of the promised land, so much so that not one of them eould 
.enter Oanaan on the ground of Jaw. This frightful manifestati•m of· 
evil God could not stand, and sent fiery serpents amongst them, the 
only 1·emedy for which was the brazen serpent, so that even on the 
confines of the land there was nothing but death for man as lte is;. 
and life in Another, the Crucified One. It is a significant fact that 
Moses could only lead the children of Israel to Jordjj.n. Law could. 
only bring to death, Joshua alone could lead them across. The Lord was 
long suffering; He instituted priesthood and it failed ; set up royalty 
and it failed ; and then supplemented all by p1·opbeey to recall them 
back to God's claims on the one band, and point on to the future Messia~ 
on the other. But wo1~st of all, after Jebovah had done everything for 
His Vineyard that He could, at last sent His Son, and they actually· 



·spat in the face of God Almighty, come in hnmiliation, and used the 
very law God gave them, to pnt His.Own Son to death. "We hav~ 
a law, and hy our law He ought to die." This is what man, under 
God's own ilnatruction and education came to. There is no more trial 
to see whether anything can be got out of fallen man after this, he is 
henceforth spoken of in Scripture as dead in sins. " In me, that is, 
in my flesh,' says Paul, "dwelleth no good thing," and if there was 
no good thing in, not even God could bring good out, as the dispen· 
sation of la.w proved. The consequence is that Christ, in John, 
chap. ii., 24-26, declares that He knew man so thoroughly that he 
would not trust himself to one of them. " He needed not that any 
should testify of man, for he knew what was in man. There was a man." 
(chap. iii.) He was .the best specimen you could find," a man of 
the Pharisees, and a ruler of the ,Jews." He comes to Chl'ist arid says 
"We know thou art a teacher." He thought with a little more 
teaching from Christ he might be made fit for God. But what does 
our Lm·d say 1 " Oh Nicodemus, it"is past teaching time, you are too· 
bad fo1· that, you'need a new life, ye must be born again." Before 
good can come out of fallen man, he must be created anew. God 
knew he was spiritually dead from the day he ate the forbidden fruit; 
but He bad to demonstrate it in these different ways, that it might 
be manifest to every child of Adam himself, if he is honest, 
Terrible judgment ended the dispensation of law in the destruction 

·of Jerusalem, and a totally diffe1·ent age now runs its course. 
V.-THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE AND THE SPIRIT: THE CHURCH 

PKRIOD OR CHRISTIAN AGE. 

The basis of everything, tl~.e sacrifice of Ohrist, is the dividing line 
between two distinct characters of dispensations. " But now once in 
the end of the world bath He appeared to put away sin, by the 
sacrifice of Himself"-(Heb. ix. 26). The expression translated, the 
end of the world, is really UVVTEXeta TWV a@vwv, the meeting together 
of the ages-that is, the point whe1·e the probationary ages end and 
the reconstructive ages begin. The spot towards which the dispensa
tions connected with the trial of the first Adam converge and in 
which they terminate, and where the dispensations directly connected 
with the redemption that is in Christ Jesus the last Adam, start, 
diverge and widen out, till they are lost in the measureless infinitude 
of eternity. There is also a complete reversal of the method of opera· 
tion in the latter, from that which obtajned in the former. In the 
first series, it W!IB a working from circumference to centre ; _in the 
second series, it is a working from centre to circumference. In the 
one set of ages, God began with the heavens and the earth, and 
finished up with man-whom He made, so to speak, the keystone of 
the a1·ch ; so that when he fell that whole state of things fell with 
him (God going on testing him in a variety of ways to manifest his 
ruin until the coming of the Second Man); but now, in the other set 
of ages, God begins with man risen from the dead-His own Son, an 
infallible centre, and is working out .centro-peripherally till He· 
finishes up with the new heavens and the new earth. In the present 
dispensation grace reigns (Rom. v. 21), in the millennia} dispensation 
rigltteousness will reign (Ps. lxxii. 2, Is. xi, 46), and in the new heavens. 
and the new earth of the eternal state righteousness will dwell (2Peter iii 
13). This is all according to a fixed plan of God's, as the Apostle shows, 
"Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural, and afterward that which is spiritual, the first man is of the 
earth, earthy, the Second Man is the Lord from heaven" (1 Cor •. 
xv. 46-47). 

The principle of this dispensation is grace. God revealing and 
accomplishing the thoughts of his own heart, not testing ours, which 
he has proved to be " deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked." Instead of nothinB; for notbinK~ it is everything for nothing, .. 



forany;onewhotakesbistrue place as a guilty and lost sinner, and by· 
faith appropriates what love has provided. It is not do, butreceive; "for 
whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall 
in no wise enter therein." It puts man in the attitude of a listenell, 
not of a doer. "He that heareth My word and believeth on Him 
that sent Me, bath everlasting life" (John v. 24). "Lord, to whom 
shall we go 1 Thou hast the words (not the works) of eternal life, . 
. (John vi. 68). "Who shall tell thee words (not do deeds) whereby 
thou and all thy house sball be saved?" (Acts xi. 14). The good 
deeds are the evidence of life already possessed by being born again, 
not the way to get it. Pure religion and undefiled is the life of a 
saved man, not the efiorts of an unsaved man to save himself. Christ 
is the beginning of the new creation, the only way to have part in 
which is by being in Christ; "for if any man be in ChriRt he is a new 
creation." · 

The counseZ and purpose of God in this dispensation (for it is no 
longer a test question), is the gathering of the Church by the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven, consequent on the ·rejection of Christ 
by the world, and !lis exaltation to the right band of God-to have 
part in His heavenly blessings and glory. It is a kind of heavenly 
economy, while the earthly people-the Jews-are set aside for a 
time and scattered, characterised by God's choosing out of all nations
a heavenly bride for His Son. Like everything else committed to 
man, it fails in his bands as regards its public professing aspect. 
Evil that bad crept in, even in the apostles' days, wrought mischief, 
and still spreads, till apostacy, both religious and civil, results; evil 
men and seducers waxing worse and worse, our Lord comparing the 
state of things at the close, to the days of Noah and Lot. At its com
mencement it presented the highest expression of goodness the world 
has ever seen in God becoming man, and at its close it will present 
the highest expression of wickedness the world has ever seen in a 
man-the man of sin-pretending to be God. Judgment, terrible 
judgment at the second coming of Ch1·ist, will end this dispensation 
like all the rest, and thereby make way for the last of God's time
economies, before we enter on the evel'lasting state when time shall 
be no mm·e. 

Nothing can be more unmistakably evident, from an impartial con
sideration of these various dealings of God, than that every one of 
them is at its height of excellence at the start, or set up at its maxi
mum from the first ; that man never improves the position in which 
he is· put, from God's point of view, in any one instance; that, on the 
contrary, he invariably declines and falls from it; and that judg
ment has to end it, God having always to fall back on His own undis
closed reserves. Where the progress becomes really apparent, is in 
the increasing revelations about Christ, the centre of all God's pur
poses and thoughts, which shine brighter and brighter all down the 
ages, .till the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. These react 
on man externally without his being conscious of the cause, for ma.n 
cannot do th!l gross things in the light of Christianity, that he did in 
the darkness of heathenism ; but this does not alter his relation as a. 
sinner before God, though it may better his appearance before men. 

VI.-THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES, OR THE . 
MILLENNIUM. 

When Christ, who is now seated on His Father's throne, returns, 
having received the kingdom, and sits with His glorified saints on 
His own throne, then will be ushered in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, during which every principle that has crumbled_an_d 
failed in the feeble hands of man (Israel and the Gentiles) in all the 
previous dispensations, shall be established and maintained in unfail
Ing glory and righteousness in the hands of the Second man, the Lord 
from heaven, who will exercise universal dominion, and bring every-



thing into order and blessedness under His supreme authority, result· 
ing in a subjugation so complete that there will not even be a blade 
of grass that shall not be subjected to His power and blessing. 

Our God and Father has been pleased to confide to us in Eph. i, 
9-10, the secret of the mystery of His will, and how it is His purpose 
for the' glo1·y of His Son, "in the dispensations of the fulness of 
times, to gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven, and which are on earth, even in Him." In other words, 
He acquaints us of His intention to establish another economy, which 
is to displace this one, and which will be characterised by the co· 
existence of two united yet distinct states of glory-the tb.ings which 
are in heaven and the things which are on earth. Not the eartltly 
things sublimated into the heavenly, much less the heavenly reduced 
to tb.e level of the earthly, but both, in their several domains, brougltt 
together under one Head-Ch1·ist. Nothing is more certain than that 
such a condition of things does not exist now, for there is no union of 
heaven and earth, nor any general gathering together of all things heaven. 
ly and earthly under the headship of Christ at present. So far from this, 
the earth-rejected Lord of glory, is sitting on the right hand of God 
expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. Nor is it one iota 
more applicable to eternity, for in the eternal state it will not be 
heading up and subduing, but Christ delivering up after He has sub· 
dued all things-that God may be all in all. In the millennia! age 
alone could such an association of the heavens and the earth be 
brought about, an association which maintains the distinction between 
the heavenly and the earthly, and at the same time effects the combi· 
nation of the two, according neither with the present time, nor the 
etemal future ; but with the glorious epoch, when the whole of heaven 
will be emptied to pour honours on the Head that once was crowned 
with thorns. When He appears to inaugurate the new dispensation, 
·"He will come in His own glory, and in His Father's and of the holy 
angels;" and I leave you to imagine what, after such a train of accom· 
paniments, will be left behind in heaven. We also know that, when He 
'llppears, the Church, His body and bride, will appear with Him ; for the 
last Adam must have His Eve, companion of His joy, and co-heir with 
Him in the inheritance of all things in heaven and ea1·th. This He 
chooses not to take as God, though His by right of creatorship, but 
He takes it as man, on the ground of redemption, that He may 
"'ssociate her with Him in it. Thus, nearest to Christ, and reigning 
with Him, tbe1·e will be the heavenly people, His Church occupy_!ng 
the central position in the heavenly sphere, with all the other 
heavenly things grouped round it; while there will be the earthly 
people, the Jews as the central thing in the earthly domain, with all 
()ther earthly things grouped round that-not reigning, however, but 
reigned over. Now, though both these will cast a mutual brightness on 
-each other, enhancing one another's blessing and joy, there will be no 
incongruous mixture of the one with the other, for each will have a sphere 
that is proper to itself, and a distinct centre to which all the other things 
in that sphere will be subordinate-Christ being Head over all. In the 
heavenly circle, there will be Christ and the Church, and round them 
angels, principalities, and powers ; and in the earthly circle, there will 
be the favoured nation of Israel, and round it all the other niLtions of 
the earth. 

As regards the characteristic principle, it will neither be divine 
government, as seen of old, under the dispensation of law administered 
by mere fallible human agents, nor will it be divine grace, as seen in 
the Church now, the good suffering in the midst of evil"; bnt it will 
be the glorious palpable manifestation of both divine grace and divine 
,government, simultaneously and conjointly under One Infallible Head, 
who will be the bright sun of two systems of unveiled glory, separate 
in their nature, but combined "in their disolav: so that Christ will 



·celestial, and in the other according tc that which is terrestrial. The 
united effect of the whole realised scheme will constitute one grand 
~agnificent display of the wonders of God's sovereign grace, which 
will be suitably exhibited in the heavenly parts, called in Scripture· 
... the kingdom of the Father, where the righteous shall shine as the 
sun," that is, a Magdalene, the thief on the Cross, and a Saul- of 
Tarsus, in _the. same glory as Christ; and, on the other hand, of God's 
·government of the world, which will be. exhibited in the earthly 
part, called in Scripture " the kingdom of the Son of Man," out of 
which all 'scandals will be purged, the happy reign of the Prince of 
Peace, subsequently exerting its beneficent sway over a 1·efreshed and 
,solaced earth. 

That there are heavenly things and earthly things in the kingdom 
of God, ought to be neither new nor strange tc the student of Scrip-· 
ture, for Christ distinctly announced these in their twofold character 
-~ Nicodemus, only intimating that the heavenly were more difficult 
of apprehension than the earthly. The fact is, the whole BiblE' from 
·Genesis to Revelation is largely occupied with the conflict between 
Christ and the arch-enemy of God and man in relation to these two 
·spheres ; that is, the combat with and final triumph over Satan in 
the heavenly places and earthly places respectively, in His capacity 
·Of prince of the power of the air on the one hand, and of prince and 
god of this world on the other. Nor need this surprise us, for the 
-overthrow of the adversary in both domains is absolutely necessary, 
if God is tc carry out His purpose of gathering together all things 
heavenly and earthly in Christ in a future dispensation, as He has 
-explicitly declared. 

We gather from our study of the word of God, that as soon as the 
Church. is gathered out, and the last ·soul that completes the body and 
bride of Christ is brought in, our Lord, before His manifestation to 
the world, will descend to the air, or created heavens, and c~tll the 
,saints, raising the sleeping and changing the living, on high, tc Himself, 
when he will thereupon initiate a new and fresh action for the purpose"of 
restoring everything to its proper order by power, openly and mani
festly, instead of merely continuing to overrule by secret providence 
behind the scenes, as in this dispensation of grace. He will com
mence this remarkable work by dethroning Satan as prince of the 
power of the air, and driving him, with his following of wicked 
spirits (through the instrumentality of Michael and His angels), out 
·of the heavenly places, which they have occupied by usurpation as 
the seat of their diabolical government, and where they have too 
long been the active agents and prolific sources of the ills of humanity, 
and the misery of a world subjected to theh· power by sin. The 
heavenly places, thus purged and cleared of their Satanic occupants, 
will be taken possession of by Christ and His Church, and, in place 
·Of as formerly being filled for evil and misrule, they will then be 
filled· for goodness and blessing to the millennia! earth. I do not 
·stop to speak of the dreadful havoc which will be made in this world 
by Satan, after being cast out of the heavenlies, during the short 
space before he is consigned to the abyss ; and how, und er his 
inspiration and direction, th\l Antichrist and the Beast, the two 
beads, religious and secular, of mischief and rebellion, will reach 
rtheir climax of wickedness; but merely mention, that the glorious 
appearing of Christ with His saints will be th.e summary destruction 
of both; and then will come the other .combat with Satan, to displace 
him as prince and god of this world from the earthly places, resulting 
in hi~ being bound for a thousand years. It is a joy to think that 
this world will not be allowed to remain t)le sporting place and play
ground of the devil for ever ; but that the Scriptut·es of truth tell us 
-of a millennium,_ when ~his earth, so long under the ruin and misery 



blessing, which will spread over the whole creation, now delivered" 
from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the 
sons of God. s·ouls have been converted through all the changing 
forms of God's diffe1·ent dealings, each age distinct from the other 
notwithstanding; but they will be converted in greater numbers than 
ever during the millennium, the Spirit being poured out in a measure· 
exceeding anything that bas yet been known, though He will not 
personally dwell as now; but His operation will be on a grander 
scale than any before, countless souls among Jews and Gentiles being 
blessed and saved. 

It is this earth God has chosen to make the scene for the manifesta-
tion of His character and ways. It is here Satan has displayed his: 
energy for evil. It is here, also, the Son of God became :B.esh and 
dwelt among us, here where He died, here where He rose. It is upon· 
this earth sin and grace have both done their wonders, here where sin· 
abounded and grace much more abounded. It is upon this earth 
that Christ, now hidden in the heavens, will be revealed ; and what 
was once the scene of His humiliation, suffering, and shame, shall yet 
be the scene of His glory, joy, and honour. It is over this earth He 
will reign with His saints ; the instruments and ministers of light 
and blessing to a world from which temptation and the tempter will 
be alike banished, when it will no more groan but be glad, when both· 
houses of Israel will walk before the Lord in unenvying, unjealous 
love, and when all the ends of the earth shall fear God. 

I would now appeal to every unprejudiced mind, whether a dispen
sation so comprehensive in its nature, so vast in its dimensions, and 
so glorious in its blessing, both heavenly and earthly, could ever be 
realised by the simple extension of what is going on in the world 
now 2 • The myste1·y to me is how anyone can get himself honestly to 
believe that such a state of things as we have endeavoured to sketch 
and revealed in the bright visions of unfulfilled prophecy, could ever 
come to pass as the lftst stage of this <;present evil age," while Satan. 
i sthe prince and god of this world. It demands for its accomplish
ment extraordinary interventions of Divine power, totally incom
patible with the spirit and order of this period of grace and patient 
long-suffering. It is not possible, in the nature of things, for the dis
pensation of the fulness of times, with its display of separate yet 
associated systems under a common Head, to be brought about by 
the means of grace at present in operation, however extended you 
might conceive this spiritual influence to become, without the pre
sence and absence of the respective persons as well as the principfes 
that are essential to its existence. If ever such a hope might have 
been indulged, it was in Pentecostal times, when God was converting 
souls in thousands, and the ungrieved power of the Spirit was operat
ing with marvellous effect. But did Peter for a moment imagine 
that the predicted millennium of all but universal blessedness could 
ever arrive, without tl1e sending of Jesus from heaven? He unequivo
cally affirms the contrary, and in addition to .the great yet partial' 
turning to God then being produced by the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven, he took occasion therefrom to fervently urge repentance on 
Israel a.s a. nation, IN ORDER THAT (the true rendering) those seasons 
of refreshing might come from the presence of the Lord-the personal.· 
presence as contrasted with Christ's personal absence at the time 
Peter spoke and since-which alone could bring in that restitution of 
all things in the earthly places, foretold by the prophets in glowing 
strains, and until whicl1 the heavens must receive that very Jesus who· 
was the subject of his preacl1ing. But more striking still, the millen
nium and its manner of introduction are positively put by Peter in 
direct contradistinction to the work of the Gospel and the present 
action of the Spirit, which were never more encouraging or prosperous 
than -at that moment. ·· · 



The fact is, the idea of fa millennium which included Satan and 
excluded Christ never crossed the mind of an apostle, nor will a trace 
of such a notion, but the opposite, be found in either the Old Testa-
ment or the New. The presence of Christ from heaven and the exclu-
sion of Satan from earth, constitute two indispensable conditions to 
the establishment of a Scriptural millennium, and anything else is 
but a dream of the imagination. Moreover, to try and represent the 
mission of the Spirit, the destruction of Jerusalem, or the departure 
of disembodied spirits to heaven, as the equivalent of the sending of 
Jesus from heaven, is really to mutilate, not to interpret, the truth of 
God. Besides, consider the contrasts between the millennia! age and 
this one. 

1. Now, it is "Preach the Gospel to every creature;" in the 
millennium, "None shall need to say to his brother, know the Lord.". 

2. At present the devil is going about like a roaring lion, he will 
be bound in the millennium. 

3 Now Christ is seated on His Father's throne; then He will sit 
on His own throne. 

4. At present He is hidden in the heavens;. then He will be 
revealed on the earth. 

6. Now His kingdom is not of this world; then the kingdoms of' 
this world will become His, 

6. He is acting in grace now ; He will rule in. righteousness then. 
7. He is rejected by the world now; He will be King over all the 

earth then. 
8; ·The saints suffer with Him now ; they shall reign with Him· 

then, 
9. Jew and Gentile: form one body now; they will be distinct 

then. 
10. The tares and wheat grow together in this dispensation ; all 

that offend will be gathered out of His kingdom then. 
11. Now the Jews are scattered among all nations; then they 

will be gathered to their own land. 
12. Evil is borne with now; it will be put down with a high· 

hand then. 
13. At present the Lord's people are a little flock ; then the 

knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
14. The whole creation groans and travails now ; it will be 

delivered from the bondage of corruption then. 
I need not multiply instances; but one could scarcely conceive two· 

ages, which, in their special features, more markedly contrast with 
each other, whether in condition, circumstances, principles, or style 
of blessing-so much so, that they could not exist together ; and, 
theref(}re, for the millennium to be a kind of closing phase of this
dispensa-tion, is out of the question. " I speak as unto wise men,. 
judge ye what I say." 
. VII.-THE ETERNAL STATE 

Not being a dispensation or time-period in any sense, but the on
measured, unlimited, and unending ages upon ages, I do not enter or 
enlarge upon, 


