




































































































































































































































































































































































OUR CRITICS—A REVIEW. 175 

' Only those saints who in a given place have been gathered to His 
name, are called assembly of God therein.'" As to which our critic 
remarks: " This statement contains the assumption that the church of 
God always means a correctly gathered local company, and that every 
Christian not thus gathered is not in the church of God in that place," 

which remark he uses to confuse being correctly gathered 

with correct behaviour after having been so gathered, and 

this too let us name in immediate connection with a head­

ing : " Prove all things." He proceeds : 

" But if this is the invariable testimony of the word of God as 
to the matter, we may apply it and shall find it will hold good in 
other parts of the New Testament. We will apply it to the saints 
gathered at Corinth. In a place then, and there only, wherein the 
saints are gathered in the light of Matthew 18. exists the Church of 
God. This is our thesis. First let me say that the point before us is 
very simple. The Church is the final court of appeal between brother 
and brother, because1 this new company on the earth was to take the 
place of Israel. I t was (as Israel had been) to be henceforth where 
God made known His mind and where He also recorded His name, and 
hence its importance.2 But the Corinthians had evidently given up 
this light as to the Church when the apostle wrote his first letter to 
them. He had to say to them, ' I speak to your shame.' Brother 
goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers (1 Cor. 6. 6)." 
Then he asks: " Had they ceased to be the ' Church of God' there, 
because they were not in the full light and practice of all that the 
Church was ?" This he answers: " This could not be, since the 
apostle addresses them before correcting them and in the first chapter 
as ' The church of God which is at Corinth.' Hence it is not true 
that if saints are not walking up to all the light which God has given 
as to the Church they cease to be owned as the Church of God there." 

We reply : Who ever said so ? I t is only our critic's 

assumption. I t has never been taught in NEEDED TKUTH. 

Moreover, is not our critic's reasoning but raving ? Surely 

comment were a slur on our readers' intelligence. If not, 

reference, viz :—November, 1890. What a flood of light and value with 
warning are told out by this simple matter ! 

1 Our readers will please be careful to note that, this is our critic's 
opinion and not revelation. With such a "because" one may well 
ask " Who told him ? " 

3 Ay, importance indeed, if such words were true, which they are 
not. Well nigh the very opposite the truth. 
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suffer us to call attention to " given up this l ight." " Not 
in the full l ight and practice," " not walking up to all the 
light which God has given as to the church." And ask 
which of NEEDED TRUTH writings or teachings has proposed 
or named such shifting (shifty) propositions ? To us they 
are veriest aberrations or inventions. 

Here our critic says:— 

" I may now turn to the present application of this scripture by our 
brethren, in the midst of the confusion of our own day. Their con­
clusion [says be] is evident." " I n every place where there is a 
company found gathered in the NEEDED TRUTH fellowship, and there 
alone exists l a Church of G-od according to Matthew 18." To this he 
adds a footnote,—" This expression, " A Church of God," is not in 
Scripture, with regard to any place or city as before remarked." 

To which we add, Yes, remarked in error! !! 
After such-like words our critic continues:—" Down 

here it is in the body of Christ tha t Christ is displayed." 
To which assertion he adds these words of Gk)d : u That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith," and says " here­
after it (what ? we ask) is the vessel for the display of the 
glory of God." Wha t a surpassingly strange confusing 
of things tha t differ, which in themselves are excellent! 
Is there really any child of God so deceived that the 
" Body of Chr i s t " is believed by him to be synonymous 
with " Christ dwelling in the hearts of saints by faith " ? 
Does anyone fail to perceive the radical difference betwixt 
being " in Chr is t" (the Body and thus eternal position) and 
"Christ being in the heart." That has ended for myriads 
still " in Chr is t" who are out of the mortal body, and thus 
instead of having " Christ dwelling in their hearts by 
faith " are themselves at home with the Lord. 

Our critic further adds :—" Glory in the church by Christ 

1 How well it had been if our critic had offered, " See NEEDED 
TRUTH, vol. and page." But neither he nor other is able to do so. 
"We speak to his shame. 
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Jesus throughout all ages, world without end " (Eph. 3., 
Rev. 21. 10), which besides being unworthy of a critic, is 
far, far removed from " r igh t ly dividing the word of t ru th ." 

Such misuse of Holy Scripture is the more painful by the 
fact tha t the next paragraph begins :—" We must remember 
tha t whatever is not found in the word or supported by it, 
is only human and worse, for it is a denial of the mind of 
God," which certainly is most solemnly exemplified by our 
critic. His words about what God sees on the earth may 
be enticing sentiments or pretty speech, yet they express 
no ordinary grave errors. If otherwise, let us have the 
words of God and not the beliefs of a well-meaning but 
mistaken man. 

What , again we ask, should be said of a critic handling 
Greek who reverts to new translations and yet blunders 
(doubtless his teachers and school are notorious for such 
carelessness, but that is no palliation in a champion for the 
truth) as this one does in John 11. 52. The Lord did not 
die " to gather in one the children of God tha t were scattered 
abroad." Rather did He die tha t He might gather into one 
the children of God : i t does not say sinners, but, children of 
God INTO one. Do ye not hear the t ru th ? But pray 
what is this " one " ? I t cannot be " Flock " nor " House " 
nor " Temple " nor "Building," no, nor " Church,"neither can 
it be " Body " ; for although " Body " is neuter, He does not 
gather, but baptizes in one Spirit thereinto. No ! the " one 
thing " into which He seeks to gather is, His Own peerless 
Name: Lord Jesus Christ. Although He thus did die, is any 
one bewitched enough to say tha t this has come to pass any 
more than Hebrews 13.12-13, as having been complied with 
in its exhortation to God's children. Surely not. Yet per­
haps it is even so. 

Most pretentious words are used about the " wi thou t" 
and " within " of 1 Corinthians 5. For the present we only 
deal with this remark by our critic. " The only proof tha t 
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the man was a believer at all was in his repentance and 
restoration in the second epistle." Be it so. But we 
answer, Did God need such proof? Was the man then, 
when tha t proof was absent to man, in or not in the Body 
of Christ ? I t is not a question of opinion, or what this 
or tha t one could know, or of how the person was to be 
treated, but a question of fact. "Was not the man all the 
time a member of the Body of Christ ? Again, we ask, 
"Was he " w i thou t " or " w i th in" the church of God in 
Corinth when tha t church of God was spoken to about him ? 
Is language of any real service ? Here is the first person 
speaking—the Apostle. The second persons—that is, the 
church of God in Corinth—are spoken to ; and the third 
person, even the repentant, restored-to-God member of the 
Body of Christ in Corinth, is spoken about. Thus the third 
person is shown to be in the same city as were those com­
posing the church of God the re ; but he, the third person, 
was NOT in the same company (even the church of God in 
Corinth) as were the second persons. Be entreated, candid 
reader, to pause and consider these facts of 2 Corinthians' 
Epistle. 

Our critic says : " Therefore from themselves, the within, 
both as the Church of God and as Christ's body, the man 
was for the time put away." Thus he distinctly makes 
the church of God and Body of Christ the same thing. 
" The man was not put from the ' yourselves' or the ' with­
in ' if he was after all still recognised as of the Church of 
God or of the Body of Christ." I t is not a question of our 
recognising h im; whether we recognise him or not, he 
remains in the Body, but not so with regard to church of 
God. The writer goes on to enforce his most dangerous 
and unscriptural doctrine, asserting that " w i t h i n " refers 
both to the Body and to the church of God, thus, according 
to his reasoning, placing it in the hands of fallible and 
ofttimes erring men to cut off, not only from church of 
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God position, but also from the position into which the 
grace of God brings a sinner through faith in Christ when 
such a one becomes a member of the Body of Christ being 
baptized into tha t Body in the Holy Spirit; and to support 
this doctrine he reads 1 Corinthians 12. 27 " Now ye are 
Christ's body," thus seeking to make the Apostle assert tha t 
which would be absolutely untrue, for the church of God 
in Corinth did not constitute the whole Body of Christ, and 
could only act in its local responsibility. This teaching is 
nothing but Romanism, and puts in the hands of man the 
power to shut his fellow-man out of heaven. 

When our critic says " The Church of God, we are told, 
is an expression tantamount to the house of God," we beg 
leave to ask, " Told by w h o m ? " and to add, "Certainly not 
by those whom he is criticising." 

"Where also, may we ask, does Scripture say tha t " God 
dwells by His Spirit in all believers"? Assuredly Ephesians 
1. 13 and 1 Corinthians 6, 19 (cited by our friend) do not 
say so, although our critic evidently thinks they do. Our 
critic, continuing, says : " He dwells in the body of each 
believer, for each such body is His (whose ?) temple." 
" Then mark," says he, " where this teaching lands our 
dear brethren. Though God dwells thus * by His Spirit 
in every individual believer in a place" (see Eph. 1. 13, 
saith he. Well, we have looked, but such doctrine is not 
there!). " Yet " (he continues) " He does not dwell in the 
number of these believers in any place." These words he 
italicizes, as if seeking to magnify his folly, and then 
says: " God has no house, no dwelling there. In tha t 
place (sic?) there is no house or 'Church of God,' because 
the saints are not in and of the NEEDED TRUTH fellowship." 
I n the pity of the love of God, we exclaim, what can such 
tawdry irrelevancies mean ? 

1 The " thus " here were the perfection of grotesque ludicrousness, 
if such could be suffered amid such holiness. As it is, it is simply 
awful. 
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Where in NEEDED TKUTH or its " collateral l ines" has he 
found, and can he quote as ut ter ing such perverse stupidi­
ties? Of a t ru th the race is not extinct who practise 
Romans 3. 8. 

Our critic in citing " When ye come together in 
assembly," and adding, " This assembly could be ' toldf 
could be received ' into,7 and could be put away from; but 
all this has failed, and will never~therefore be set up again 
in its entirety on earth," shows he neither understands 
what he says nor whereof he affirms. The writer, speaking 
of his own action, says : " The Lord has identified Himself 
with this line of things and no other," or, as others, his 
associates, put it, " We are on Divine ground." Is not this 
assuming that they and they alone are right, for there can 
be but one Divine position, and if this be so, where is their 
great humility in not taking the position of church of Q-od ? 

Taken as a whole, his " Dual Church" is but the fig­
ment of an ill or imperfectly instructed reader; not only of 
NEEDED TRUTH and its " many collateral lines," but of the 
very Word of G-od itself. 

For the preceding reasons, and others as weighty, we 
submit tha t if NEEDED TRUTH be carefully read and 
diligently compared with the Word of God it shall be 
found NOT " a system of error," but rather tha t manner 
and measure of t ru th by which He leads outside the camp 
unto Himself, gathers into His own name alone, fosters the 
worshipping of the Father in spirit and t ru th by true 
worshippers, engenders the desire and endeavour to serve 
the Lord Christ unto all pleasing, promotes the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit in the love thereof ; unto abounding in 
the hope of His coming again, Who delayeth not, Whose 
reward is with Him to give to every man as his work shall 
be, for Whom be it ours in deed and t ru th to be so ready 
tha t when He cometh we shall not be ashamed before Him. 
Amen. Yea, 0 God ! Amen. JOHN BROWN. 
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T H E KINGS OF JUDAH. 

VII . JOASH (2 Chron. 24.)-

W E do not intend to enter into the details of the chapter 
which records the doings of this king, save to point out 
one or two of the more prominent lessons to be learnt. 
Verse 2, perhaps, gives us a key to the main facts: " And 
Joash did tha t which was r ight in the eyes of the Lord 
all the days of Jehoiada the priest." Many, who have not 
courage or ability to stand alone, apparently go on all 
r ight as long as they have some one of a stronger mind to 
lean upon. Well for us if, knowing our own weakness, as 
well as the unreliability of others, we learn to lean upon 
His mighty arm—the One who hath His priesthood un­
changeable ; " able to save to the uttermost them that 
draw near unto Grod through Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them (Heb. 7. 24, 25).; " t h e same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever " (Heb. 13. 8). 

" There's nought on earth to rest upon, 
All things are changing here— 

The smiles of joy we gaze upon, 
The friends we count most dear. 

One Friend alone is changeless, 
The One too oft forgot, 

Whose love has stood for ages past— 
Christ Jesus changeth not." 

The words " change and decay in all around I see" is 
exemplified in persons as well as things, but 

" While all things change, Thou changest not; 
Forgetting ne'er, though oft forgot: 
Thy love, immutably the same, 
Displays the glory of Thy name," 

is true on the other hand. 
One fears tha t many who appear to stand well to-day 

would lamentably fail if their human prop was taken 
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away. How often in one's heart, if not orally expressed, 
is Peter's question asked, " And what shall this man do ? " 
God Himself only knows how much or how little is " Fol­
low thou M e " obeyed from the heart of each one (John 
21. 21, 22). 

If man is followed when man goes wrong (for it is in 
the nature of things for man to fail), their followers will 
go wrong as well. If it is to brethren tha t one has come 
out, then when brethren are nice like begets like, but 
when brethren are nasty then offence is taken, and the 
one betakes himself to a more congenial soil, where that 
which is pleasing to the natural man will have more oppor­
tuni ty of development. Consequently, those of a HymensBus 
(singing man) and Philetus (kissing man) disposition can 
often gather great numbers around themselves, which very 
fact is predicted in the words of Acts 20. 30, " From among 
your own selves shall men arise to draw away the disciples 
after them." (The word " the " should be well noted.) On 
the other hand, anything approaching discourtesy is dis­
countenanced in the Scriptures of t ruth. I t is quite pos­
sible to make persons and things appear so pleasing to 
those who are coming about us, as to cloak over the great 
attendant difficulties which beset the path of obedience to 
the t ruth. This behaviour has a tendency to gather those-
who will give trouble after, by reason of bitter disappoint­
ment caused by their looking to brethren instead of to the 
Lord. I t is well for each one of us to take heed that we 
are not where we are on account of some favourite speaker 
or very nice man. 

The influence which the princes had on Joash is seen in 
Verses 17, 18: and " t h e king hearkened unto them, and 
they forsook the house of the Lord." This is not the only 
place in Scripture where we find the same t h i n g ; we read, 
" their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord " 
(Nehemiah 3. 5). Joash lent his ear to hear tha t instruc-
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tion which caused him to err from the words of knowledge, 
lapsing into gross idolatry, having forsaken the house of 
the Lord. Jehovah, ever slow to anger, wrought for His 
name's sake, " sent prophets to bring them again unto the 
Lord; and they testified against t hem: but they would 
not give e a r " (ver. 19). Then comes the solemn words of 
the son of Jehoiada (the guardian of Joash), " W h y trans­
gress ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot 
prosper ? because ye have forsaken the Lord, He hath also 
forsaken y o u " (ver. 20). " H e tha t hateth reproof shall 
die " (Prov. 15. 10) was fulfilled in the case of Joash (ver. 
25), in contrast to " He is in the way of life tha t heedeth 
correction " (Prov. 10. 17), along with showing himself to 
be a brutish man, without the love of knowledge (see 
Prov. 12. 1). 

The foregoing accounts for the dark deed tha t follows; 
for when the Lord forsakes one, what sins is it impossible 
for such an one.to fall into ? Human nature under circum­
stances may be, and often is, amiable and agreeable, but 
it cannot be trusted, and will, if occasion arise adverse to 
it, turn upon its benefactor like a viper that has been 
trodden upon. Naturally one might th ink tha t the very 
remembrance of the kindness shown by the injured man's 
father would have kept Joash from such an act ; but Joash 
was evidently abandoned to all the powers of evil, a ready 
tool for Satan's use. God became silent to Joash ; the very 
heavens were as brass: for i t is written, " He tha t turneth 
away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an 
abomination " (Prov. 28. 9). This Joash had done, conse­
quently Grod turns away His ear from such. To Israel it is 
said, " Your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, 
tha t He will not hear " (Isa. 59. 2). David was aware of 
the solemnity of this. Well he might be, for his prede­
cessor upon the throne was abandoned by the Lord in like 
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manner. His fervent prayer was, "Hide not Thy face 
from me, lest I become like (not as) them tha t go down 
into the Pi t " (Ps. 143. 7). So important is this lesson tha t 
twice over we have the same prayer recorded wi th some 
variation, " Be not Thou deaf unto m e : lest, if Thou be 
silent unto me, I become like them tha t go down into the 
P i t " (Ps. 28. 1). [A child of God can never go down 
into the P i t ; he has once and for ever been delivered. 
" Deliver him from going down to the P i t : I have found 
a ransom" (Job 33. 24).] 

Let not the Christian reader apply these solemn truths 
to the unregenerate, for verily they are writ ten of and to 
those who are in covenant relationship wi th God. 

In verse 24 we read tha t which evidences tha t " there is 
no king saved by the multitude of an host : a mighty man 
is not delivered by great s t r e n g t h " (Ps. 33. 16). God 
above all working all things after the counsel of His own 
will. An exact contrast to what we considered in the 
reigns of Abijah, Asa, and Jehoshaphat, where a great 
multitude on each occasion comes against Judah, and the 
Lord discomfits them ; here " a small company," " and the 
Lord delivered a very great host into their hands, because 
they had forsaken the Lord, the God of their fathers " (ver. 
24). The reason given is, " because they had forsaken the 
Lord," the result of which was, " the Lord hath also for­
saken you." How awfully solemn, FORSAKEN by God! 

J. C. RADCLIFFE. 
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]for IPoung Believers. 
" As new-born babe9, desire tbe milk of the Word, which, is without 

guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation."—1 Peter 2. 2. 

F E E L I N G AND KNOWING. 

No one ever felt tha t they were saved, but thousands have 
known that they were. I t is not something within us that 
causes us to feel tha t we have passed from death to life, 
but we know it from the abiding testimony of the Word 
of God. This is, thank God, a far more stable rock than 
our feelings, for these change, and come and go, but the 
Word of God is unchanging, and ever remains the same, 
whatever doubts or change of feelings may cloud our sky. 
The language of scripture is : " We know tha t we have 
passed from death to life." This has the r ing of certainty 
about it. We don't feel i t ; we know i t from the Word of 
God. 

Now there are many who would never think of consult­
ing their feelings about the matter of eternal salvation, 
who seem to make these feelings the test of every other 
th ing in their Christian lives. This is a destructive evil; 
and such Christians, though certain about tkeir conversion, 
are uncertain about nearly every other thing. If they feel 
happy, they think tha t all must be well ; but feelings are 
sure to deceive, for they naturally run in a course tha t is 
contrary to God. Only the Word of God, tha t causes us to 
know that we are saved, can enable us to know tha t our 
ways as Christians are well-pleasing to God. Therefore, 
we know tha t whosoever believeth tha t Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God. 

We know that every one who is born again should be 
baptized. 

We know that every baptized one should be added to the 
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Lord, and so be found with others who continue steadfastly 
in the apostle's doctrine. 

We know tha t such should be gathered on the first day 
of the week to remember the Lord, and to proclaim His 
death till He come. 

We know tha t believers should not remain in association 
with unbelievers. 

"We can write regarding these matters with certainty, 
not because we feel they are right, but because we know 
they are from the "Word of God. Our feelings have nothing 
to do with leading us to a decision in these matters, any 
more than they had in the matter of our conversion. The 
Word of God settles every question, and is so plain tha t 
none need err. 

ISRAEL'S JOURNEYINGS FROM EGYPT TO 

CANAAN. 

V. 

" THEN sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 
unto the Lord " (Exod. 15. 1). The time, the circumstances, 
and the subject of their singing are all important and full 
of instruction.* " Israel saw tha t great work which the 
Lord did and feared the Lord and 

believed the Lord." Wha t the eye witnessed, and the 
heart appreciated, was the cause of their singing. When 
they saw Jehovah's work they sang His praise ; and they 
sang of what He was to them, as well as of what He had 
done for them. 

Who would not do the same ? Who has not done so ? 
When the saved one for the first time apprehends the 
matchless grace of God, which has reached him through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, what joy fills his heart, and song his 
lips ! Yet the first burst of praise should be but a prelude 
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to deeper joy, causing fuller praise, as a greater apprehen­
sion of all tha t G-od has done dawns upon us. Israel's 
groans and sighs have given place to the shout of t r iumph 
and the song of praise. In Egyp t they were a groaning 
people ; now on the banks of the Red Sea they are a 
praising people. Alas! tha t with them, as with us, the 
song should so soon cease, and the murmur begin. 

In their further journeyings we read: " So Moses 
brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into 
the wilderness of Shur ; and found no wa te r " 
(Exod. 15. 22). In Jehovah's purpose with, and His way 
for His people, He found i t necessary to bring them there. 
They might have reached Canaan apart from the wilder­
ness experience, but this was His way for them, and it was 
perfect and right. There are Christians at the present 
who urge that because they are saved it is not essential 
for them to be baptized, nor to be found where and as God 
would have them be ; as if He had made known His will 
for no object, or to be slighted and ignored. Let not our 
readers so deceive themselves, nor allow themselves to be 
deceived by others. G-od has revealed His will so tha t we 
might know it, and knowing it that we should do i t ; and 
happy all who hear and fear the Lord. As Israel was in 
the wilderness by Jehovah's definite purpose and appoint­
ment, so is the believer in the world, although not of the 
world. " A s Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so 
have I also sent them into the world " (Jno. 17. 18). Thus 
we are in the world for a specific object, with privileges and 
responsibilities which may be used or misused; so, let us 
buy up the opportunity, and not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 

The wilderness is also associated with need and with 
testing. He who brought the Israelites out of Egypt and 
led them into the wilderness will prove them, while giving 
them occasion to prove Him. So the trial of " no water," 
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followed by " bitter waters," causes them to know Him in 
a further character as Jehovah Ropheca—the Lord tha t 
healeth thee. But in the time of trial they fail, and the 
•One who heard their groan in Egyp t and their praise at 
the Bed Sea now hears their murmur. The hard thought, 
indicative of their disappointment, finds expression in the 
murmuring word. How often, alas ! it has been so with 
ourselves, in spite of what we sing : 

" He spared not His Son ! 
'Tis this that silences each rising fear, 
'Tis this that bids the hard thought disappear— 
He spared not His Son!" 

The first trial has often brought disappointment and 
consequent faltering, followed by turning aside and 
going back, or, it may be, settling down in ease and 
indifference concerning the Lord's purpose and wil l ; hence 
the importance of young believers, in setting out on the 
pilgrim pathway, being forewarned and forearmed. 

In contrast to Israel, we would consider the blessed Son 
of God. Coming up out of the waters of baptism, He 
listened to the voice of God, saying, " Thou art My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." Then was Jesus led up 
of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil 
(Matt. 4. 1). By the distinct appointment of God He was 
there to be tempted. In one way and another the tempta­
tion came, but He stood firm for God. " I t is w r i t t e n " 
meets the tempter at every point. Here He took His 
stand, and thus He triumphed ; and thus, too, may all who 
would be imitators of Him. 

Dear young believer, make much of the Word of God. 
Search i t ! hear i t ! believe i t ! obey i t ! If thou wilt 
diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and 
wilt do that which is r ight in His sight, and wilt give~ ear 
to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, you, 
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like Israel, will prove the presence and power and blessing 
of the Lord, no matter what trial or difficulty arises. The 
Lord Himself has said: " He tha t hath My commandments 
and keepeth them, he it is tha t loveth Me; and he tha t 
loveth Me shall be loved of My F a t h e r ; and I will love 
him, and will manifest Myself to him." 

Marah was followed by Elim, and there were found rest 
and strengthening for further journeyings. 

DAVID SMITH. 

{To be continued.) 

GO F O R W A R D . 

I T frequently happens tha t a soul is cast upon the Lord, and 
is as utterly dependent upon His help as Israel was when 
the Red Sea lay before them, and Pharaoh with his army 
was coming up behind—when there is no other th ing than 
standing still and seeing the salvation of the Lord. 

But on other occasions standing still is just what should 
not be done. In the conflict, which is the lot of every child 
of God, the word is much more frequently " g o forward." 
The Lord has given us life; He has made us a new creation, 
and He expects us to use our new powers, to develop our 
new life and our new energies. 

So when the sin which doth so easily beset us comes 
along again, don't stand still to see the salvation of the 
Lord, but get out the sling and stone and go out to meet it. 
You may be but a stripling ; the victory may have been to 
the enemy the last t ime; but never mind, go out to meet 
him again, for the chances are he got the vantage ground 
last time before you were ready. 

The secret is in being ready ; and there is nothing keeps 
us ready like prayer and watching thereunto in the Spirit. 
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MINDING E A R T H L Y THINGS. 

THERE were some in the days of the Apostle Paul of whom 
he wrote with tears, and said tha t they minded earthly 
things. These caused him sorrow, for their hearts were 
worldly, and their hopes never rose above the perishing 
things of earth. Of such he warned the saints at Philippi, 
and called upon them to " m a r k " such, and pointed to 
others whose walk was different, and who were worthy of 
imitation. 

W h a t caused the difference between these to be avoided 
and those to be sought unto and imitated ? A different 
object filled the heart, and different hopes energized the 
life. The characteristics of the one company are summed 
up in the words, " who mind earthly things " ; in contra­
distinction to which he says, " Our citizenship is in heaven; 
from whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be conformed to the body of His glory." 

Our walk as Christians down here will ever reflect the 
measure in which we are entering into and enjoying our 
citizenship in heaven. The Apostle had no hopes beneath 
the sun, no portion or inheritance on ear th ; the heavenly 
attractions of the exalted Lord Jesus Christ won his heart, 
and in the person of Christ his hopes and joys, his inheri­
tance and home were all transferred from earth to heaven. 
He walked as a pilgrim and a stranger on the earth, and 
there were such treasures for his heart in Christ that the 
things of the world were reckoned by him as dung and 
dross; in the light of the knowledge-surpassing love of 
Christ the charms of earth were spread in vain, and their 
emptiness was fully exposed. 

Worldliness is a disastrous th ing for the children of God, 
and many, Demas-like, fall under its beguiling influence, 
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and sink in its dark, swelling vortex. Such Christians do 
not cast overboard their profession of Christianity, nor do 
they become immoral in their lives, or profane in their talk. 
Indeed, there may be little manifested in their ways with 
which one could find fault; and in the world they are 
respected and well spoken of. They become good citizens 
of earth ; but at what a terrible cost do they purchase the 
approval of the world, and what sad dishonour to the Lord 
is involved in their hearts being set upon a scene in which 
He was, and still is, rejected ! All who are in fellowship 
with God may well weep with the Apostle, as they behold 
on all hands so many of God's people joining blindly in the 
frantic rush of the world, after the glit tering dust, the vain 
glory, and the false-named joys of earth. 

To the Apostle the dark shade of the Cross overshadowed 
and blasted for ever his claims and portion in earthly 
things, and enabled him gladly to say, " Far be it from me 
to glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world." He walked here with his heart yonder, for 
where the treasure is there will the heart be also, and he 
calls upon us to be imitators together of him. And have 
we not the same glorified Christ at God's r ight hand to fill 
our vision, the same citizenship to occupy our hearts, the 
same love to stimulate and energize us, and the same 
coming Lord for whom to wait ? "We have ! and well may 
our rejoicing spirits lead us to exclaim: 

"'Tis the treasure I've found in His love 
That has made me a pilgrim below; 

And 'tis there, when I reach Him above, 
As I'm known all His fulness I'll know." 
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THE GOD OF BETHEL. 

STBETCHED on cold earth and pillowed on a stone, 
Weary, and worn, a wandering exile sleeps ; 

Safely he rests—for o'er his bed so lone 
The God of Bethel constant vigil keeps. 

No human hand protects his form from harm, 
From prowling wolf or roaring lion wild; 

No tender accents still his heart 's alarm, 
The God of Bethel guards His wandering child. 

There, in the dead of night, he dreams, and lo! 
A ladder stretching up from earth to heaven; 

Whilst messengers of God upon it go. 
Oh! wondrous dream tha t night at Bethel given. 

High in His glory, God, the Eternal, stands, 
And speaks in grace His lonely child to cheer; 

He who the bright angelic host commands, 
The God of Bethel stills His wanderer's fear. 

A h ! lonely scene, so desolate and drear, 
So cheerless and so bleak to Nature's eye, 

What , though of all bereft, what can he fear, 
Who knows the God of Bethel ever n igh? 

His smile dispels the gloom of darkest night, 
His presence clothes the desert scene in green; 

And sweetly o'er the winter's withering blight 
He casts a halo—bright with glory's sheen. 

0 God of Bethel!—Jacob's God, and mine ! 
This bliss I crave, to be alone with Thee; 

Though tempest-tossed, and thorns around me twine, 
I'll rest in calm, if Thou art near to me. 

For Thou didst change the Bethel desert lone— 
By words of cheer and wondrous vision given— 

W i t h bed of earth, and pillow hard as stone, 
To house of God, and to the gate of heaven. 

W. G. 
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T H E KINGS OF J U D A H . 

VII I . AMAZIAH (2 Chron. 25.)-

I N the main, the life of Amaziah was in the r ight direction ; 
but, subsequently, he did turn away from following the 
Lord (ver. 27). How much the early part of his life was 
due to the influence of his mother we are not informed. 
There is something highly suggestive, however, in the 
words " Jehoaddan of Jerusalem." I t seems to denote a 
breaking off again wi th the ten tribes wi th whom his 
predecessors were so lamentably associated. The very 
names Jehoram and Anaziah are significant, indicative of 
the closest relationships with the kingdom initiated by 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin—an 
expression divinely reiterated about twenty times in the 
Book of the Kings. I t is probable tha t Jehoiada the priest 
had not a little part in the selection of a proper wife for 
Joash ; and verse 3 of chapter 24., which seems to apply to 
Joash, in no way militates against this thought. The 
reason for the selection of two wives is not far off, and 
seems to suggest a weakness of faith, after the same 
example of Abraham in not wait ing Grod's time for the 
seed of the promise. This seems clear when we consider 
how delicate the royal line was at this period, and, to the 
natural mind, might be snapped at any moment. His 
mother Jehoaddan of Jerusalem no doubt taught the young 
child Amaziah many things relative to the city of her 
bir th—"Jerusalem," expressive, as we have already said, 
of tha t which is dear to the heart of God. The Syrians 
have a proverb expressive of the great importance of the 
training of the young: 

"The teaching of children is like engraving on stone. 
The teaching of adults like waves on the sea." 

X 
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This was expressed in other words by a noted religious 
leader of this cen tury : " Give us the children up to 
thirteen years of age and we will make you a present of 
the adults." 

" And he did tha t which was r ight in the eyes of the 
Lord, but not with a perfect h e a r t " (ver. 2). I t would 
seem tha t the early acts of this king were outwardly 
correct, for verse 4 tells us tha t he acted u according to 
tha t which is writ ten in the law in the book of Moses as 
the Lord commanded." Unto the pleasing of the Lord he 
could not have done otherwise. See Malachi 4. 4. Yet 
does i t not show tha t there may be an external rightness 
without a corresponding condition of heart ? May God 
deliver us from the l ike ! God wants an undivided heart 
from us, like those spoken of in 1 Chronicles 12., " not of 
double heart." "Al l these being men of war tha t could 
order the battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, 
to make David king over all Israel. And all the rest also 
of Israel were of one heart to make David king. And 
they were there with Dav id" (1 Chron. 12. 33, 38). 

Notwithstanding the effort which, as we have seen, was 
likely to have been made by Jehoiada and others to break 
off the connection wi th Israel, Amaziah hired also an 
hundred thousand mighty men of valour out of Israel for 
an hundred talents of silver. He fell back upon the bad 
precedent left by Jehoshaphat. This act brought a stern 
rebuke from the man of God, but not unmixed with mercy, 
" 0 king, let not the army of Israel go with thee; for the 
Lord is not with Israel, to wit, wi th the children of 
Ephraim." Then we read those ironical words, the like of 
which the prophets of this period so often had recourse to, 
" But if thou wilt go, do valiantly, be strong for the ba t t l e : 
God shall cast thee down before the enemy, for God ha th 
power to help and to cast down " (w. 7, 8), Amaziah, like 
many before and since, was horrified w i t h the thought of 
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giving up such a large sum of money—it is said that it 
would be equal to about £50,000 sterling. He exclaims, 
" B u t what shall we do for the hundred t a l en t s?" This 
incident is so touching, so like ourselves in general, tha t 
there are few thinking Christians, me thinks, who have 
known the path of obedience—which is the path of loss 
down here—in whom this Scripture will not touch a chord 
of sympathy, reverberating through their whole being; 
proving tha t the man of thousands of years ago had the 
same difficulties—accompanying distrust in God—as the 
man of to-day, and common to Jew and Gentile alike. To 
the question of Amaziah the man of God gives the beauti­
ful reassuring answer, " The Lord is able to give thee much 
more than t h i s " (ver. 9). The king obeyed, but one is 
forced to the conclusion, taking after circumstances into 
account, tha t it was in tha t unwilling, uncheerful, and 
fearful spirit tha t characterized this king's life. 

This course of action led to the renewal of hostilities be­
tween the two kingdoms, which had ceased since the time 
tha t Jehoshaphat joined affinity wi th Ahab. Amaziah 
separated the army tha t was come to him out of Ephraim 
to go home again. " "Wherefore their anger was greatly 
kindled against Judah, and they returned home in fierce 
a n g e r " (ver. 10). Wi th reason one might ask, "Why was 
their anger kindled against Judah ? Was not the loss 
entirely upon Judah's side, and the gain on theirs ? They 
were saved the trouble and the risk of a battle, as well as 
going home with a good round sum of money. Yet we 
see in their malignity and revengeful spirit they fell upon 
certain cities of Judah, smiting, and taking much spoil. 

Ah ! is there not a deal here which answers to things 
to-day ? Absolute separation to the t ru th ever brings the 
bitterest opposition, being a reflection on those who are 
not in the mind of God as to what and where they should 
be, practically showing them up in a wrong position. The 
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moment, however, that the clear line'of demarcation is wiped 
out (the which Satan is ever watchful to do) the offence 
ceases. Has not the loss been upon the side of those who 
separated from an association where the will of God could 
not be carried out ?—where, alas ! many years were spent, 
and much labour bestowed ? 

Abram would not take from the king of Sodom a thread 
or a shoe-latchet, nor aught tha t was his. That may not 
have been very much, for Abram was rich ; but perchance 
it was the insult offered to the king of Sodom which 
incurred his displeasure that cost Abram the most. This 
thought seems to be suggested in the opening verse of 
Genesis 15., " After these things, the word of the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision saying, Fear not [the first ' fear 
n o t ' of Scripture], Abram; I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward"—the latter having a latent 
reference to what he refused; the shield, for protection 
from the anger of an insulted monarch and all else. 

How much trouble, disappointment, and grief should we 
often be spared if we had the same magnanimous spirit 
displayed by Abram to Lo t : " Is not the whole land before 
thee ? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me ; if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will go to the r i g h t ; or if thou 
take the r ight hand, then I will go to the lef t" (Gen. 13.9). 
Surely we can afford to lose earthly treasures, the r ight of 
our holding, in the light of such a glorious statement, 
" The Lord is able to give thee much more than this." I n 
this same line, how full of precious teaching are the words 
of Mephibosheth to the king, " L e t him take all, forasmuch 
as my lord the king is come in peace unto his own house " 
(2 Sam. 19. 30). 

J . C. RADCLIFFE. 
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T H E S U F F E R I N G S OF CHRIST. 

NOTES OP AN ADDRESS. 

R E A D 1 Peter 2. 21-24. We might notice, as well in this 
scripture as in the place in Philippians tha t we have 
already been reading together (chapter 2.)> tha t what we 
r ightly regard as of paramount importance, as of most sur­
passing excellence and beauty, appears to be brought in 
quite by the way—that which our Lord Jesus Christ did 
when He suffered death on the cross, the depths to which 
He descended. These appear in the chapter in Philippians 
(chapter 2,) to be brought in, I will not say as an after­
thought, but quite as an appendix to what is being said. 
I only say i t appears so, because from every point of view 
the Holy Scriptures are perfect. I t is the way in which, 
speaking from the heart of a man to the heart of a man— 
in this case from the heart of Paul, as in the other case 
from the heart of Peter—the th ing is brought out by the 
Spirit of G-od from the man's hear t : something else ap­
peared to the front, but tha t which belonged to the sur­
passingly excellent One must come out—the heart was full 
of it. 

So here, in Peter, servants seem to be the subject, and 
their subjection to their earthly masters ; yet, r ight in the 
midst of this, where he is bringing in the sufferings of 
Christ as an example for servants to imitate, the Apostle is 
borne along by the Spirit of God, and cannot contain him­
self ; he cannot keep to this line of thought. He was like the 
man Elihu, of whom we read in the book of Job—he was 
bound to speak, and spake perforce tha t which did not 
belong to the subject he was writ ing about ; for he goes on 
to say, " "Who His own self bare our sins in His body on 
the tree." So that , in the midst of speaking of Christ as 
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an example, the writer makes what, if we were speaking 
humanly, we might call a digression, but which is really-
passing to tha t which is of the greatest importance, and is 
shown indeed to have a bearing on the subject itself, for i t 
goes on to say, " t h a t we, having died unto sins, might 
live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed. 
For ye were going astray like sheep; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 

I point tha t out because it is like tha t which one hath 
somewhere said of the Lord Jesus Christ, " He could not be 
hid." So here He could not be hid. And the same might 
be said of the Philippian scripture, with which, too, this is 
in agreement, and because of which I read these words, 
" Who His own self bare our sins in His body on the tree." 

As I apprehend tha t which God has been pleased to 
reveal concerning what took place at tha t central epoch 
in this world's history, when Calvary was enacted, it is 
absolutely impossible to exaggerate the physical sufferings 
undergone by the Lord Jesus Christ; I believe it is abso­
lutely impossible to estimate them fully. 

" He bore our griefs, He carried our sorrows " : a pro­
phetic word of Isaiah, when he saw these things aforetime, 
and spoke of them, as in the 53rd chapter we have it. I 
believe tha t was li teral; there was not a pang nor a woe 
tha t the human heart can feel tha t was not felt by the Son 
of God in tha t awful hour of agony tha t He underwent. 
I do not th ink it is possible to exaggerate the measure of 
His physical sufferings, sufferings which in part we can 
enter into—distinctly human suffering in its character, 
which we can understand in its parts, not in its whole, 
for if we were to suffer like tha t we should be over­
whelmed. That which we may know in little measure 
He knew in one mighty incomprehensible whole—the fear­
ful sufferings, the awful woe. I t is impossible to find 
words to convey an adequate impression thereof. 
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Three things I will mention tha t enhanced the woe, tha t 
made that hour an hour of burden to the Son of G-od. On© 
so often lost sight of is the one particularly mentioned in 
this scripture tha t I have read, and therefore I mention i t 
first, though the importance is otherwise. He bare our 
sins. And tha t word bare refers to something tha t is. 
carried as a load, a weight, a burden which tends to bring 
one down ; it was something which He carried, which was 
upon Him; it was something which He sustained. And it 
is not here presented as a matter of punishment nor wra th ; 
it was our sins, the sins themselves upon Him, not in Him. 
He knew them not, but He knew their burden, and He 
knew their woe. Untouched by them as to contamination, 
there was no defilement—as clean in His hour of Calvary's 
woe as now when He sits upon the throne of God; as clean 
and as holy in Himself. But because He was clean, the 
greater and more intense was His holy abhorrence of sin, 
and the more did He feel the weight, the woe of bearing 
those sins, of being the bearer of sins so hateful. Oh ! to 
think tha t the One who upon the tree in His own body 
bare our sins was the very One whose nature is the nature 
of the God upon the throne who was punishing those sins, 
the God upon the throne who shut His eyes to His well-
beloved Son, who forsook Him in tha t awful hour. The God 
who forsook Him hated not those sins more strongly than 
did the Man of Sorrows upon the cross. He bare our sins. 

Have any of us been so brought up, through the mercy 
and goodness of God, tha t there are sins committed round 
about us, and in our sight, from which we recoil with 
horror? How faint, how feeble, can any impression tha t 
they may make be, as compared to the horror and the woe 
tha t it was to the Son of God when sin was upon Him, 
when He in His own body bare it, bare it for u s ! This 
depth of woe, this sorrow and agony unutterable, is little 
thought of by us. Yet we in thoughtlessness walk along 
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the streets of a city like this, and cross the road because 
we will not pass too near to a drunken man ; and there is 
not a sin nor a crime tha t you or I have seen but is most 
awfully hateful to Him. Yet not one but He bare it in 
His own body on the tree. 

And, oh! to th ink tha t those very hands tha t were ex­
tended wide, and had the nails thrust through them, only 
a few short hours before took the loaf and said, " This is 
My body, which is for you." And to me it seems tha t 
when He thus took tha t bread into those hands that were 
so shortly to be nailed to tha t cross, when He thus took 
that loaf into His hands and said, " This do for a remem­
brance of Me," it was His very purpose and intention tha t 
by so taking tha t bread into the hand we might be re­
minded of Him, and of the fact tha t with tha t awful agony 
before Him He could think of us, and of our need, and of 
our forgetfulness, as we sing sometimes, " He ne'er forgets 
though oft forgot." 

There are many other things one might say touching 
tha t time, tha t eventful hour of the atoning work of 
Christ, but I would remind you of two only in addition. 
Whatever otherwise was necessary for Him to suffer, i t 
was not necessary for our salvation tha t He should bear 
superadded thereto the malice and the wickedness of 
those who were His kinsmen according to the flesh—that 
bearing the cross without the gate, tha t forsaking by His 
own people according to the flesh, which bowed Him down 
in tha t solemn agony in the garden. u If i t be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt." 

And then there is tha t which we all know and speak of, 
and yet which we can never know. All tha t of which 
I have spoken, in some, little feeble measure we can enter 
into: but over and above all that is the wrath He suffered. 
That, thank God, we can never know, which it was neces-



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 201 

sary tha t He should bear. W h a t it means we cannot tell. 
We hear His cry—we know that it overpowered everything 
else—" Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani ? " (My G-od, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me ?) I t was for our sin. I t was 
not here a bearing of the sin alone, but it was the bearing 
of the dread punishment of sin at the hands of a righteous 
God. W h a t tha t meant, thank God, you and I shall never 
know. He bore i t for us, and we can only bow and 
worship the One who suffered for us—the Jus t One for 
the unjust—that He might bring us to God. 

C. M, LUXMOORE. 



202 

(Question anb Bnstoer. 
" If any man willeth to do His will, lie shall know of the teaching, 

whether it be of God."—John 7. 17, B.V. 

QUESTION 136.—Is a Christian prohibited from eating 
blood and things strangled? 

In seeking to reply to this question we would remind 
our readers that the law of God was given to an earthly 
people—that is, to a people whose abode was to be upon the 
earth. In Genesis 9. 4, 5 God legislates for man, and this 
entirely apart from the ceremonial legislation later on 
delivered to Israel, when abstinence from blood is en­
joined, and reason for this abstinence is given. In Leviti­
cus 17. 10, 14, as well as other passages, we have a 
repetition of the legislation not only for the Jew, but for 
the stranger. Mark this, and the threatened judgment of 
God upon those who infringe upon His law. I n Acts 15. 
again we find repeated the will of God, and here coupled 
with the eating of blood are things offered to idols, things 
strangled and fornication. We understand tha t in tha t 
which is strangled the blood remains through all the parts 
of the body. God demands tha t it should be poured out 
and covered with dust (Lev. 17.13). I t should be, moreover, 
remembered tha t the law of God is good for man as living 
on earth, and tha t the Jew, through obedience to it, is 
exempt from much of the disease from which the Gentile 
suffers; therefore we understand tha t things strangled, 
blood, fornication, are still as much forbidden as in apos­
tolic days. 

J . A. B. 

QUESTION 137.—Does the second chapter of Acts teach 
believers'baptism where it says "for the remission of sins"? 

From the day when the Lord Jesus entered upon His 
public ministry those who in the grace of God were drawn 



QUESTION AND ANSWER. 203 

to Him were baptized as His disciples; and when He was 
no longer in the world, this baptism of His disciples con­
tinued, and because of its reference to an absent One is in 
Scripture called " baptism in His name." Thus there is a 
sense in which water baptism of disciples of the 'Lord Jesus 
Christ is one whenever it takes place, and whatever the 
special position may be of the baptized ones. (Of course 
we refer to baptism that is immersion, and to baptism 
of disciples, not of the unregenerate or disobedient.) 

But the exact relationship of water baptism to all else 
tha t makes up the Fa i th depends necessarily on the previous 
status of the baptized one and the precise revelation of the 
will of G-od in his day and generation. Therefore the 
believers who were baptized on the Day of Pentecost, 
being Jews and proselytes, were baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the put t ing away of their sins, and 
received as a direct consequence the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
When Samaritans were baptized, on the other hand, as 
Acts 8. records, they did not receive the Holy Spirit unti l 
the hands of the apostles had been laid upon them. In 
contrast to both of which instructive facts we read tha t 
when Gentiles hear the Word of God in Acts 10. tha t 
manner of Gospel was spoken to them which is recorded in 
verse 43, and let it be well noted tha t it was while Peter 
was speaking these words that, for the first time since bap­
tism in the name of the Lord Jesus had been instituted, 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on unbaptized disciples. 
Hence from this point we date the new order of things. 
Sins are remitted simply as a result of believing, and the 
Spirit of G-od is received on exactly the same ground (see 
Gal. 3. 2). u Received ye the Spirit by the works of law 
or by the hearing of faith ? " Water baptism then follows 
as a necessary and proper consequence, to be followed in 
turn by all else tha t makes up the will of God for His 
people. 
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Therefore we conclude tha t Acts 2. teaches believers' 
baptism, but it was baptism for Jews and proselytes who 
believed in tha t day, and differs from Christian baptism, 
which is for those whose sins have been put away, and who 
have received the Holy Spirit. 

C. M. L. 

See also NEEDED TRUTH, vol. viii., pages 1 to 6. 

QUESTION 138.—Are all the horn-again in the Fellowship of 
the Son of God, or are only those therein who are found in 
churches of God? Please explain when, and how, and by 
whom they are received in. 

They to whom the words of 1 Corinthians 1. 9 were 
spoken were addressed as " t h e called-out company of God 
in Corinth together with all tha t call upon the 
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. ." In the opinion of 
the present writer this manner of address included at the 
time it was writ ten practically every bom-again person— 
certainly every born-again person who was within the 
possibility of these words reaching them. But the very 
letter itself enjoins those to whom it in the first place came 
to put one away from among themselves. We understand 
the Fellowship of God's Son to be at once a reality and a 
manifested reality, and to correspond to the circle called 
Within (chapter 5.), where we are called on to judge. Out 
of this the wicked person was put. W i t h him no kind of 
fellowship was to have place. He was to be to them, in the 
words of the Lord Himself, as to a transgressor of another 
kind, as the heathen man and the publican. He could 
not have and enjoy aught in common with them. 
Yea, more—when the second letter was writ ten he was 
restored to Fellowship with his God, and the apostle knew 
i t ; but community with them he had not till he was 
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received back. This is our reply to the first part of our 
friend's question. 

As to the second question, we reply tha t in the midst of' 
gathered saints the Lord Christ is, and what they do in 
His name, according to His "Word and will, tha t is His 
doing and His act. Accordingly, if, for example, one comes 
out from unhallowed associations to be separate therefrom, 
it is the Lord Almighty who receives him into the Fellow­
ship and into the local assembly of God when such an one 
is received into the assembly in assembly according to the 
will and way of the Lord. 

C. M. L. 

QUESTION 139.—What is the range of the word "we" in 
Hebrews 3. 6, in the clause " whose house are we"? Does it in­
clude only those, or refer to only those together according to the 
will of God? 

The range of the word " w e " is determined by the "if" 
and the clause that follows. There is a hope and there is 
a boldness and a glorying springing therefrom. This bold­
ness and this glorying, which are unique and specific, are 
characteristic of God's House ; where they are lacking the 
House of God is not. But more, they must be held fast, 
and held fast firm, whatever they may lead to, by such as 
would have the assurance tha t they are indeed House of 
God. Compare 1 Timothy 3. 15. The House of God is the 
pillar and ground of the t ruth, a positive doctrine so ter­
ribly neglected tha t one is led at times to despair for what 
we know to be churches of God, so little can be discerned 
of that which is Church of living God. 

C. M. L. 
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jfor l?oung Believers 
"As new-born "babes, desire tbe milk of the Word, which is without 

guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation."—1 Peter 2. 2. 

N E W N E S S OF L I F E . 

" W A L K in newness of life " (Bom. 6. 4). " Serve in new­
ness of spi r i t" (Rom. 7. 6). In these two sentences we get 
the keynote of much practical teaching in the Epistle to 
Romans. In chapters 3., 4., and 5. we get the ground­
work of God's salvation. The central feature of chapter 3. 
is propitiation for sin; chapter 4., righteousness imputed 
through faith ; chapter 5., peace with God, and eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Chapter 6. goes on to show 
what is to be the result of the wondrous grace of God so 
freely bestowed upon us, in tha t " where sin abounded 
grace did abound more exceedingly " ; and asks, " Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound ? " God forbid. 

If God's grace abounded over sin, i t was tha t we might 
be saved from our sin, and not merely from the punishment 
due thereto. " Sin reigned in death," and we were dead 
through our trespasses and sins; but Jesus the sinless One 
died, and we who believe have died in H im; so we who 
have died to sin, how shall we live any longer therein, 
seeing that death has ended the life of sin ? 

But this is only one side of the t r u t h ; for He who was 
delivered up for our trespasses, was raised for our justifica­
tion ; and we who died in Him have been raised together 
wi th Him, so tha t we have a new life, even life in Christ. 
" We were also buried wi th Him, through baptism, into 
death, that , like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in 
newness of life. If we have become united with Him by 
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the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
His resurrection." 

Here then we have the practical issue of those glorious 
t ruths of the three former chapters. First , we are to show 
in symbol tha t we have died, are buried, and raised to­
gether wi th H i m ; and then go on to manifest our new 
life, by a newness of walk according to the will of God. 

That which characterized us in our past life was " ful­
filling the desires of the flesh and of the mind," being led 
on by Satan, the spirit tha t now worketh in the sons of 
disobedience. But the time past of our lives has sufficed 
to have wrought the will of the G-entiles, and to have 
walked in lasciviousness, lust, wine-bibbings, revellings, and 
abominable idolatries, for old things have passed away and 
all things are become new. Therefore, the time which 
remains to us in the body should be occupied in doing the 
will of another, the will of Him by whom we live, and 
"Who by faith liveth in us. 

By doing this we shall manifest a new life which can be 
seen. " Having your behaviour seemly among the Gen­
tiles, tha t wherein they speak against you as evil doers, 
they may by your good works, which they behold, glorify 
God in the day of visitation." " As ye received of us how 
ye ought to walk and to please God, even as ye do walk, 
tha t ye abound more and more." " H e tha t saith he 
abideth in Him, ought himself also to walk even as He 
walked." Here we have precept and example for our walk. 

May we then, as young believers and followers of the 
Lord Jesus, search the Word tha t we may know how to 
walk and to please God; above all, studying the perfect 
pattern set before us by the Lord Jesus, who in all His 
walk and words could say, " I do always those things 
tha t please Him." So shall we walk in newness of life. 

G. T. EEEVE. 

(To be continued.) 
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MILK AND SOLID FOOD. 

" OP which things we cannot now speak particularly," said 
Paul of the Holy Place and the glories it contained. W h a t 
an endless pity ! When they should have been teachers it 
was actually necessary to teach them the first principles ; 
to be feeding them on milk when they might have been 
gett ing solid food. 

So Paul could get no further with them than the court 
and the altar. All the glory of the sanctuary lay beyond 
t h a t : there were the candlestick, and the table, and the 
shewbread; and after the second veil were the golden 
censer, the ark of the covenant with all it contained, and 
the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; and 
he could not stay to speak particularly about them because 
his hearers had to be instructed in the simple and ele­
mentary things which they ought to have known. 

Oh, the pity of i t ! How much has been, and is, lost to 
the children of God because they are not fit to be in­
structed ! They are crying for milk when they should be 
feeding on solid food; and the servant of the Lord has 
perforce to keep teaching the first principles when he 
might be declaring the deep things of God. 

See to i t tha t the message of the Lord is never hindered 
through you. He has much to teach us yet if we were 
only fit to be instructed ; and the blessing and the glory 
increase as we get further into the holy places. 
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ISRAEL'S JOUENEYINGS FROM EGYPT TO 

CANAAN. 

VI. 

MABAH'S trial was followed by Elim's rest, refreshing and 
strengthening. Such an experience marks the wilderness 
pathway for individuals or for companies — trials and 
triumphs, sorrows and joys. 

In Acts 8. 1, 3 we read: " And at tha t time there was a 
great persecution against the church which was in Jeru­
salem " ; and further: " He [Saul] made havoc of the 
church." I t was, so to speak, their Marah—persecution, 
imprisonment, scattering ; yet this may but have served 
God's purpose in a twofold manner : first, to test His 
people, and, to further His work. When this purpose is 
effected He saves the special instrument in the persecution; 
and thereafter we read : " Then had the church rest 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, was multiplied." An Elim after Marah 
indeed. 

From Elim Israel was led onward. And they took 
their journey from Elim into the wilderness of Sin. And 
the whole congregation murmured against Moses and 
Aaron, and said unto them, Would to God we had died 
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt , when we sat 
by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger. Then said the Lord 
unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you, 
and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every 
day, tha t I may prove them whether they will walk in My 
law or no (Exod. 16. 1, 4). 

Their further progress in the pilgrim pathway but 
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brings them to experience deepening need and increasing 
difficulty; while it gives occasion for God to prove the 
fulness of His provision and the sufficiency of His power. 
Yet while they learn what He. is they likewise learn more 
fully what they are. He who had been for them is now 
with them, and in the consciousness and confidence of this 
there was enough to make the wilderness to them a very 
fruitful field, if their heart had been taken up with Him­
self as He desired it should. 

He who had brought them into the wilderness was able 
to sustain them in it, whatever need might arise or danger 
threaten. The past might have taught them th i s ; but 
alas! they soon forgot His works and " limited the Holy One 
of Israel," and becoming occupied with the instruments 
instead of Him who held the instruments, and looking at 
circumstances instead of walking by faith, no wonder they 
spoke as they did and offended His holy ear with their 
murmurings, and grieved His heart with their rebellings. 
Yet they shall know that the Lord, and not Moses and 
Aaron, has brought them up, and shall further know that 
He is the Lord their God. 

And so daily and continuously, as the need arose, the 
supply for tha t need came from His own hand in the 
manna sent from heaven. " And it came to pass tha t at 
even quails came up and covered the camp, and in the 
morning the dew lay round about the host. And when the 
dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing as small as the 
hoar frost on the g round" (tw. 13, 14). W h a t a rebuke 
to their faithlessness, what an answer to their murmuring 
was thus given. That small round thing is the provision 
of God for their wilderness need. 

In the Gospel according to John, in the words of the Son 
of God, we believe we may find the answer and learn the 
significance of this. " I am the Bread of Life. Your fathers 



ISRAELS JOURNEYINGS FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN. 211 

did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the 
Bread which cometh down from heaven, tha t a man may 
eat thereof and not die. I am the living Bread which came 
down from heaven." Again, " A s the living Fa ther hath 
sent Me, and I live by the Father, so he tha t eateth Me, 
even he shall live by Me " (chap. 6. 48, 51, 57). He who is 
the life giver is also the life sustainer. He who is the 
"Bread of God" is also the "Bread of Life." If in the 
wilderness " man did eat angels' food," the believer now 
feeds on the very One who satisfied G-od, even Him who was 
ever in His presence as His portion and His del ight; Him 
who, like the manna, came from God ; who was found 5 here 
amongst men holy, harmless, undenled, separate from sin­
ners, uninfluenced and untainted by His surroundings. 
Not only the provision of God as the answer to the lamb 
roast with fire (Exod. 12. 8), but the further provision for 
His people as the manna in the wilderness for their daily 
and continuous eating unto their strengthening and fitting 
for the wilderness way, and work, and warfare. 

I n the manna was full and plentiful supply for one and 
a l l ; yet the people might be nothing the better of i t 
through lack of gathering it, from laziness, or neglect, or 
such like cause. I t had to be gathered, and tha t early, for 
when the sun rose the manna melted away. Even yet 
there is responsibility to do likewise, tha t is, to search the 
Scriptures, for these are they which testify of Christ (John 5. 
39). Dear yojmg believer, is it your custom to read daily 
and early, to meditate upon what you read in order to dis­
cern and learn Christ in the Scriptures ? Is it your custom 
to give your spiritual life the first and best attention, to 
make its need your greatest care ; to tu rn to the Scriptures 
as the food basket of your soul, and, breathing the prayer, 
" give me this day my daily bread," to receive therefrom 
the food you require ? Then, nourished by words of faith, 
and good and healthful teaching, can it be writ ten of you: 
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" I have written, unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one " (1 John 2. 14). Thus will you 
thrive and grow and prosper. 

DAVID SMITH. 

(To be continued.) 

INDIVIDUAL EESPONSIBILITY. 

MANY Christians we fear come and go to meetings with­
out feeling tha t they have any responsibility in. connection, 
with them. Such usually come for what they can get for 
themselves, and think not of the blessing of others; and if 
everything said and done is not according to their desire, 
they are ready to find fault, and perhaps to blame the 
preacher. 

"When God's people in a past dispensation were found 
together at^ appointed seasons, they came to present ithem-
selves " before the Lord," and not before man, and of course 
in such circumstances they were never disappointed, nor 
did they go away unblessed. 

Do we not sometimes err to-day in going to hear what 
brother So-and-so is going to say, instead of presenting 
ourselves with subject hearts before the Lord to hear what 
He has got to say to us ? » 

This perhaps lies at the root of our disappointment as we 
listen to ministry, and accounts for the small measure in 
which we realize our individual responsibility in connection 
with the Lord's work. 

We can come into one another's presence with very little 
exercise of soul and well satisfied with ourselves, but not so 
when we realize that we are going into the presence of God. 
The holy light of His countenance searches us through and 
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through, and makes us feel how much we need His grace to 
keep us and His Word to guide us aright in this defiling 
scene. 

" None of us liveth to himself"; so let us not think 
tha t it matters little whether we are enjoying the Lord's 
presence or not if the preacher is in fellowship with God ; for 
it does matter a very great deal, and we are ever exercising, 
unconsciously to ourselves, a life-giving or deadening 
influence on every meeting we attend. This surely shows 
that , to us individually, the thought of our being so closely 
identified wi th God's separated people should exercise a 
sobering influence over us, and should lead us to guard our 
hearts wi th jealous care lest we get cold and worldly, and 
mar God's glory in His house or hinder His voice from 
being heard by ourselves or others. 

Disappointment must for ever be unknown when, in 
fellowship with God, we present ourselves before Him, how­
ever feebly His t ru th is told out or His will declared. But 
disappointment is almost certain if we come to get from 
man, for though we may gather in such circumstances, 
what we gather may only breed worms and stink in our 
vessels. The grasping of these t ruths will deliver from the 
unworthy idea tha t unless we can preach we cannot serve, 
for we shall see tha t the service of the listener is as 
important as tha t of the preacher, and that the one should 
be a constant help to the other. 

W h y is it that the preaching of the gospel seems at times 
to be so powerless, or the teaching so little calculated to 
help ? Of course the preacher is blamed. Let us suggest, 
however, tha t he may not be to blame at all, but t ha t 
the condition of the saints may be such tha t the Spirit of 
God is hindered from speaking through him. How often a 
preacher knows Spirit-given liberty and power in speaking, 
as he beholds the beaming faces of saints who are enjoying 
in their souls the sunshine of the Lord's love, and how 
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often, again, alas ! the blessed t ruths of God seem to freeze 
on his lips as he gazes upon the callous indifference and 
manifest worldly-mindedness of G-od's people ! 

This then is clearly a service which brethren and sisters, 
young and old, can join i n ; for if we cannot all preach we 
can all pray, and can see to it tha t by grace we shall 
present ourselves before the Lord at every meeting we are 
privileged to attend, in such condition of soul and with such 
realization of our responsibility, tha t our presence shall 
indeed help and in no way hinder the blessing of God and 
the liberty of the Spirit. 

Oh! to see a deep, real exercise of soul before God with re­
ference to this important matter on the part of every child 
of His in connection with His assemblies ; then might we 
expect to see and hear a ministry in the power of the Holy 
Spirit both to a dying world and to His disobedient people, 
the effects of which would be felt near and far, and our own 
souls kept in closest touch with Him. 



215 

U N B E L I E F . 

" THE Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me." So said Zion in days long gone by ; and such is the 
language of unbelief still. When God was calling upon 
the heavens to sing, and the earth to be joyful, and the 
mountains to break forth into singing, there was no re­
sponse from the hearts of His people but a groan and the 
murmur of unbelief. Instead of joy there was only sad­
ness ; and instead of a song there was but a sigh. 

How much of our sadness, and how many of our sighs 
are caused by unbelief ! Nevertheless the Lord comes nigh 
and seeks to strengthen us by the remembrance of His 
never-changing love ; and He touches a very tender chord 
in the human heart when He refers to the mother forget­
t ing her sucking child, and failing to have compassion on 
the son of her womb. I t is possible for depraved human 
nature to sink so low as to do such a thing, but who would 
dare to at tr ibute such forgetfulness to Jehovah ? " Be­
hold," He says, " I have graven thee upon the palms of 
My hands ; thy walls are continually before Me." 

Tempted and tried one, go, look on the cross! learn there 
afresh the depths of His love ; see thyself graven upon the 
palms of His hands, and be not faithless but believing. 
Bid unbelief be gone ; and with it will vanish a very great 
deal of your sadness and sighing ; the new song will again 
supplant the sigh, and the sunshine of His face will dis­
pel t h y sadness, as the enjoyment of His love causes the 
desert scene to blossom and bloom. 
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" Q U I T YOU L I K E MEN, B E STRONG." 

" STRONG in the Lord ! " ye saints, be strong, 
And tr iumph in His m i g h t ; 

Press on thy way with conqueror's song, 
Clad in God's armour bright. 

No weapon formed 'gainst thee can stand, 
Nor stay t hy victor's tread ; 

No winged shaft from Satan's hand 
Can pierce thy sheltered head. 

Power omnipotent is thine, 
To save from every harm ; 

Securely screened by love divine, 
Be calm 'mid dread alarm! 

Nor ever falter, though thy way 
Seem dark as blackest n i g h t ; 

L o ! distant streaks of nearing day 
Herald the dawning light. 

Tread in the power of His strength 
Onward, a victor still! 

Triumph shall crown thy path at length, 
And praise thy heart shall fill. 

Strong in the Lord! 0 mighty tower! 
Impregnable re t reat! 

Stand fast in Him, and prove His power, 
Thy shield with strength replete. 
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THE KINGS OF JUDAH. 

IX. UZZIAH (2 Chron. 26.). 

W E arrive now at a very interesting period in the history 
of the kings, inasmuch as we are told that Isaiah, Hosea, 
and Amos commenced to prophesy during this reign 
(Micah commencing during the next). Much instruction 
will be afforded to the prayerful reader if these books are 
studied as contemporaneous records. These prophets, with 
the exception of Amos, who prophesied during this reign 
only, continued their prophecies until the reign of Heze-
kiah; so that in a certain sense the four reigns mentioned 
in Isaiah \, 1 fall into one group. 

In a very special sense the reign of Uzziah is intensely 
solemn; he might be termed, in truth, " Uzziah the pre­
sumptuous." Surely we have in this man's history an 
exemplification of the proverb, " As a bird that wandereth 
from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place " 
(Prov. 27. 8). 

It is not a little remarkable that it is in connection with 
this king's reign that we have recorded a very great and 
terrible earthquake as having taken place. (See Zech. 
14. 5 ; Amos 1.1.) "Would it be too much to suppose that 
it was in connection with that unhappy day when Uzziah 
committed the daring act of usurping to himself the 
priestly office and entering the holy place ? As far as I am 
aware the dates would about coincide. However, be that 
as it may be, there was that in the impious act which was 
enough to cause the very earth to tremble. We know that 
at times G-od does call in the forces and upheavals of nature 
to take part in the immediate accomplishment of His pur­
poses in connection with His creatures upon the earth; for 
" all things are Thy servants " (Ps. 119. 91). 

(< Fire, and hail: snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling 
L 
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His -word" (Pa. 148. 8). For further proof we need only 
cite the earthquake mentioned in Matthew 27. 64 ; also the 
memorable earthquake of that happy, happy night in the 
Philippian jail (Acts 16.). And yet again there will be 
a great earthquake, when the feet of the Christ as Son of 
Man stand upon Mount Olives' heights, on His arrival to 
put down all rule and authority and power opposed to His 
Father—God. Indeed, it is in connection with this very 
moment that the earthquake in the days of Uzziah is 
mentioned (Zech. 14,), illustrative of what will take place 
then. In that day He will be sanctified in the eyes of all, 
the which He was not in the eyes of Uzziah. 

Yet, again, we have a most instructive and highly sug­
gestive narrative connected with the death of this king 
(Isa. 6.)» It would seem that the opening five chapters 
of this prophecy were written in reality after what takes 
place in the sixth chapter recording the conversion and call 
of Isaiah. Morally they are before. Isaiah identifying 
himself (as 'Daniel did afterwards) with the sins of his 
people. Notice the " woes " of the fifth chapter, and in 
contrast thereto " Woe is me " (chap. 6, B). " In the year 
that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. 
Above Him stood the seraphim; each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory. And the 
foundations of the thresholds were moved at the voice of 
Him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
Then said I, "Woe is me!" What a reflection is this upon 
the presumption and profanity of Uzziah against the thrice 
holy God! The one who uttered those well-known words, 
" Fools rush in where angels fear to tread," might well 
have had Uzziah in mind; for seraphim veil their faces 
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in the presence of Hia glorious majesty. And yet it is 
through this very prophet that God tells us, " I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones " (Isa, 57. 15; read 
also Isa. 66. 2). 

Uzziah is one of the many kings who commenced well 
but ended sadly. It is evident that the God-honouring 
policy of distinct and absolute separation from the apostate 
kingdom was still maintained. His father, Amaziah, as 
Joash had done, married a daughter of Jerusalem (ver. 3), 

Amos 7. 12 would likewise serve to show this separation, 
the which brought a reproach on Judah : u Flee thee away 
into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy 
there." 

Verse B tells us that "he set himself to seek God 
in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the 
visions of God," which proves that at first he had a distinct 
aim and object before him unto the well-pleasing of God. 
May the like of which, as spoken in 2 Corinthians 5. 9 
(R.V.), be true of us. " "Wherefore also we make it our 
aim (Gr. are [ambitious), whether at home or absent, to be 
well-pleasing unto Him." 

" As long as he sought the Lord, God made him to pros­
per." Such expressions as the following are indicative of 
his great might, as well as the faithfulness of God : " God 
helped him against the Philistines" (ver. 7). " And the 
Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread 
abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; for he waxed 
exceeding strong " (ver. 8). Verse 10 would suggest that 
he loved God as seen in nature: "He loved husbandry," 
Verse IB tells us he invented a sort of cannon; but then 
comes the sad part. " And his name spread far abroad; 
for he was marvellously helped till he was strong," " God 
helps those who help themselves," for He does not en-
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courage laziness and idleness. " But when lie was strong, 
his heart was lifted up, so that he did corruptly, and he 
trespassed against the Lord his God; for he went into the 
temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of in­
cense." It is evident that pride got the upper hand, like 
the great instigator of all evil, who himself fell through the 
same. (See Ezek. 28., especially verse 17, and compare 
I Tim. 3. 6.) He stands out as an exemplification and 
verification of the truth that " Pride goeth before destruc­
tion, and an haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov. 16. 18). 
"When pride cometh, then cometh shame" (Prov. 11, 2). 
Few indeed, it would seem, can God entrust with riches, or 
what answers to the blessings with which Uzziah was 
endowed from God. How good is the God we adore, who 
has allowed such things to fall out to others in order that 
we may be benefited thereby! (See Rom. 15, 4.) 

May we learn more deeply and fully the lesson which 
the Apostle Paul learnt: u I have learned in whatsoever 
state I am, therein to be content. In everything and in 
all things have I learned the secret, both to be filled and to 
be hungry, both to abound and to be in want" (Phil. 4. 
I I and 12). The danger of being full and forgetting the 
Lord is a truth that is emphasized again and again in Holy 
"Writ. Read very carefully Deuteronomy 8. 10-14; and, 
again, Deuteronomy 32., part of which we will quote in 
full: " But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art 
waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art become sleek; 
then he forsook God which made him, and lightly es-r 
teemed the Rock of his salvation " (ver. 15). But please 
read this with a view to the blessings innumerable recorded 
in the previous verses. " I did know thee in the wilder­
ness, in the land of great drought. According to their 
pasture, so were they filled: they were filled, and their 
heart was exalted: therefore have they forgotten Me" 
(Hosea 13. 5, 6), 
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Israel was promised temporal earthly blessings. "We 
have seen that even these often proved the contrary to 
them. "We are promised spiritual blessings, but even these— 
alas, how often!—become merely a flood-gate of spiritual 
pride. Even a knowledge of the Scriptures, which is un­
questionably right, may be a lever used by Satan for the 
entrance of that hydra-headed pride. How it becomes us, 
then, to hold the little that God may have taught us with 
meekness and fear! Has not such pride been at the root 
of more than half our troubles, which has often led to an 
unwillingness to yield to the truth in obedience to the will 
of the Lord ? But let not the intensely practical teaching 
be lost here in connection with riches which so often be­
come a snare. (See 1 Timothy 6. 5-10; Proverbs 23. 4, 5 ; 
Psalm 62. 10.) 

"Two things have I asked of Thee 
Give me neither poverty nor riches; 
Feed me with the food that is needful for me: 
Lest I be full, and deny Thee, and say, 
"Who is1 the Lord? Or lest I be poor and steal, 
And use profanely the Name of my God." 

(Prov. 30. 7-9.) 

" Better is it to be of a lowly spirit with the poor, than 
to divide the spoil with the proud " (Prov. 16. 19). 

Azariah the priest, with eighty priests of the Lord that 
were valiant men, withstood Uzziah, and said unto him, 
" It pertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto 
the Lord, but to the priests, the sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn incense; go out of the sanctuary; for 
thou hast trespassed : neither shall it be for thine honour 
from the Lord God " (ver. 18). But Uzziah heeded not the 
expostulation of the priest; if he had, it is evident that 
such a severe measure would not have been taken; for 
though he had sinned against a thrice holy God, yet God is 
ever slow to anger; and Uzziah appears to have got time for 
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repentance. But Uzziah adding wrath to folly, the Lord 
Himself takes the case in hand, and smites him with the 
awful plague of leprosy. This does not take place until 
milder measures were of no avail. One sin not repented 
of leads to another. Thus it has been from the beginning. 
Cain was wroth because his bloodless offering was not 
accepted by God. Nevertheless verse 7 of Genesis 4. would 
show that he had time for repentance given. "The sin-
offering crouching at the door," ready to hand if he was 
so minded; but instead thereof he rose up against his 
brother Abel and slew him. 

" He whose spirit is without restraint is like a city that 
is broken down and hath no wall" (Prov. 25. 28). Thus 
it was with Uzziah at this time. 

This impious act on the part of Uzziah was a marring of 
God's beautiful order of things in ways that we may but 
feebly grasp. God loves order; because of this God was 
angry with David one time because he did not bring up 
the Ark of God after the due order (2 Sam. 6.). The Lord 
commanded Gideon to build an altar " i n the orderly 
manner," and he did as the Lord commanded him (Judges 
6, 25-27). God has a purpose and reason for everything, 
and we find that the throne and the priesthood were ever 
kept distinct and separate in Israel (the only seeming 
deviation from this rule is Moses), until He came in whom 
all types and shadows have fulfilment. " He shall be 
priest upon His throne" (Zech. 6. 13). 

One may think lightly of breaking through the Divine 
order of things to-day, and yet we believe that the judg­
ment-seat of Christ alone will reveal the solemnity and 
irretrievable loss incurred by those who dare thus to act 
toward the revealed will of God. 

The day in which Uzziah lived was one of material, 
literal things, through which it pleased God to teach us 
deeper spiritual truths. 1 Peter 2. 4, 5 will illustrate our 
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meaning, where we find a contrast. "We do not see God's 
hand to-day in judgment as we saw it against Uzziah, and 
yet there is most assuredly what answers to the same— 
a judgment affecting His people. (2 Thess. 1. 4, 5 ; 1 Cor. 
11.) " If any man destroyeth (marreth) the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy (mar) " (1 Cor. 3. 17); and " The 
man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall 
rest in the congregation of the dead " (Prov. 21. 16), is as 
true to-day as ever it was. Thus Uzziah was cut off from 
the House of the Lord, becoming practically as one dead, 
Jotham probably reigning as regent. 

The judgment-seat of Christ will settle once and for ever 
all matters relative to the believer to-day. It may be that 
some who apparently went on all right to the end, mani­
festing perhaps much apparent religious activity, will be 
found then to have died to God long before they passed 
away from scenes of earth. I t is true that there are some 
sins for which the sinning one must get the outside place ; 
but it is true likewise that there may be in one an evil 
heart of unbelief in falling away from the living God— 
a condition of heart and soul known fully to the omniscient 
eye of God alone. 

"Some men's sins are evident, going before unto judg­
ment ; and some men also they follow after. In like manner 
also there are good works that are evident; and such aa 
are otherwise cannot be hid " (1 Tim. 5. 24, 25)* 

J. C. RADCLIFI'E. 
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" IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS." 

(1 THESS. 5. 18.) 

" I THINK my table richly spread, 
And bless the Lord for -wholesome bread, 
While nothing more appears; 
"With this I am not left to starve, 
This is far more than I deserve, 
And better than my fears. 

I feared lest discontent should turn, 
And cause my appetite to spurn 
To eat a meal so dry; 
But sanctified by prayer 'tis sweet, 
More so than all the sav'ry meat 
That dainty sinners buy. 

My God, how infinitely kind 
Art Thou to reconcile my mind 
To all Thy sov'reign will! 
Content with nothing I shall be, 
If I may but converse with Thee 
And have Thy presence still. 

No one shall hear my tongue complain, 
If Thou my spirit wilt sustain 
And fill my soul with peace; 
My gratitude will still ascend, 
I'll love and praise Thee to the end, 
Till all my wants shall cease. 

Humbly for those I'd intercede 
"Who suffer poverty and need, 
Without contentment given. 
Oh, teach them by their wants to pray, 
And then do Thou Thy power display, 
And send them Bread from heaven. 
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In earnest I would bear in mind 
The poor, the sick, the long confined—-
"With such I sympathize. 
To such I feel compassion move, 
To such I would appear in love, 
And wipe their weeping eyes. 

Oh, may their sorrows sweetly lead 
Their hungry fainting souls to feed 
On Christ, the Living Bread. 
So shall they patiently endure, 
And find their happiness secure 
In Him, their Living Head. 

Come, 0 ye helpless and distressed, 
Lean on a Saviour's loving breast— 
In Him there's sweet repose. 
He will support, He will sustain, 
He'll bear a part in every pain 
And sanctify your woes. 

The time is short, you soon shall rise 
And bid farewell to weeping eyes, 
And reach the heavenly shore; 
0 pleasing thought! my soul, prepare 
To meet thy fellow-sufferers there, 
And aid them to adore. 

There shall our now complaining souls 
Drink of those overflowing bowls 
Of God's unchanging love. 
There Jesus, our exalted Head, 
Shall feed us with delicious bread, 
And all our wants remove." 

Extract from "Songs in the Night" 1799. 
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NO SMALL STIR ABOUT THE WAY. 

(ACTS 19. 23-41.) 

HATBED of, and opposition to, the "Way and work of God 
are by no means of recent date. Yea, it has, in fact, from 
the first, been a characteristic of professors. Varied indeed 
have been the tactics and means through which such have 
been displayed—sometimes in the open, undisguised form 
of bitter, determined energy, by force and by power, oppos­
ing and resisting. Such, indeed, has not been the worst 
kind of opposition, for it has generally resulted in defeating 
its own purpose, and instead of hindering or blasting the 
work has only helped and furthered it. 

A much more dangerous, because more subtle and 
Satanic opposition has been that from professed sym­
pathisers and friends, whose good words and fair speeches 
catch the unwary and deceive the hearts of the simple. 
The words of such do not indeed reveal .their character 
nor declare their intentions. They neither say what they 
mean nor mean what they say, and akin to their words 
are their ways, which, like those of the strange woman, 
"are movable, that, thou canst not know them." 

Honest and straightforward opposition can be met and 
answered, but hypocrisy and deception it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to deal with, except as did the Archangel when 
he answered, " The Lord rebuke thee " ; see also Zechariah 
3, 2. " Now, as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so 
do these also resist the truth, men of corrupt minds, re­
probate concerning the Faith; but they shall proceed no 
further, for their folly shall be manifest unto all, as theirs 
also was" (2 Tim. 3. 8, 9). But why all this resistance 
and opposition ? Can they, or do they, suppose or imagine 
that they work the work of the Lord in so speaking and 
writing and acting? Does the work of the Lord need 
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such manner of means to effect it, or arguments such a& 
these to support it ? Nay, verily. 

The cause must be weak surely that needs such to pre­
serve or strengthen it. Let all, who so speak and act, take 
to heart the words and counsel of a wise man of old, " Re­
frain from these men, and let them alone: for if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought; 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against G-od." 

By so doing they will show themselves to be wiser men 
than they seem to be, and might do more to impress others 
that they do possess the grace and the love they so much 
vaunt about. 

But why all this ? we again ask. Honesty is after all 
the best policy; and an honest man is a respected man, 
although others differ from him. Such a person Demetrius 
seems to have been (see Acts 19, 23-27). And his very 
honest acknowledgment furnishes reasons sufficient and 
conclusive enough to him and others with him for the 
opposition and resistance to the Way, which was causing 
no small stir. 

What were these reasons ? " Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth " ; and further, " This our craft 
is in danger to be set at nought." This, from Demetrius' 
standpoint, can be clearly understood and fully appreciated. 
I t is plainly stated as a matter of £ s. d.; he is afraid 
that it may diminish the lucrative business of making 
little Diana shrines for the admirers and worshippers of 
the goddess. 

It is true another reason is assigned, which seems to 
make it less glaring. He has an evident regard for the 
temple and worship of the goddess; it is not altogether 
a selfish motive. There is this redeeming feature to the 
opposition after all. 

With all due respect to his honesty, what a sadly mis-
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taken and deluded man! yet he is only an example of 
many in these times, and in this so-called, but miscalled 
Christian land, who have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge; a mistaken zeal, which - leads to most 
disastrous results ; for was it not such a zeal that led to 
the crucifixion of the Lord of glory? 

It was truly so, for it was the religious leaders of Israel 
that put the words in the lips of the people to demand the 
life of the Christ of God. Blind leaders of the blind. Yet 
in many cases their followers are willingly ignorant. 

There is no reason why they should be thus deceived and 
misled. "If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know 
of the teaching whether it be of God." " If y& continue in 
My word, then are ye My disciples indeed, and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

Free indeed from the chains and trammels of the tradi­
tions of the fathers, or the traditions of brethren. And, 
while able, from the Scriptures, and ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in us, with meekness and fear, having a good con­
science, we need neither fear their threats, nor be dismayed 
by their opposition. 

Yet "one sinner truly destroyeth much good"; words 
vehemently, albeit falsely and mischievously spoken, re­
sult in the arousing of wrath, and provoking clamour, 
some crying one thing, and some another, the more 
part knowing neither why nor wherefore they were 
come together. True characteristics indeed of a confused 
and lawless assembly, presenting a very marked and 
striking contrast to a " lawful" assembly, or an assembly 
of God, wherein rule, and order, and discipline obtain; in 
the exercise and effect of which toward the false and 
slanderous speaking, as well as toward the immoral and 
lawless acting, there is maintained the righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit, characterizing and expressive 
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of the kingdom of God, which both the unrighteous one 
and the unrighteous thing inherit not (Rom. VL. 17; 
1 Cor. 6. 9, 10; Gal. 5. 19-21; 2 Tim. 2. 19). 

DAVID SMITH. 

Ifor ©ounG Believers* 
"As new-born babes, desire the milk of the Word, which is without 

guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation."—! Peter 2. 2. 

NEWNESS OF SPIRIT.1 

"WE are also to serve in newness of spirit. "We noticed 
the question in chapter 6. 1: " Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? God forbid." Now in verse 15 
it is: " Shall we sin because we are not under the law but 
under grace? God forbid." As sinners law had claims 
upon us which we could never meet; we were held in 
bondage because of sin; but now we have been made dead 
to the law, through the body of Christ, that we should be 
joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, 
that we might bring forth fruit unto God. For when we 
were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were through 
the law wrought in our members to bring forth fruit unto 
death. But now we have been discharged from the law, 
having died to that wherein we were holden, so that we 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of the 
letter (Rom. 7.)- " For the letter Jcilleth, hut the Spirit giveth 
life " (2 Cor. 3. 6). 

Now God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, that He might redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons; so 
that we are not bond-servants, but sons. I t may be said 
that we Gentiles were not under the law at any time. In 
the sense that the Jews were under law we were not; but 
we were in a similar position; for, " Not knowing God, we 

1 See page 206. 
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were in bondage to them who were by nature no gods. 
Therefore we were not free men, but now by the grace of 
God we are free men in Christ Jesus; and as free men we 
are called to serve the Lord Christ; and to serve, not in 
the oldness of the letter, or as bound down by a rigid law, 
saying, " thou shalt," and " thou shalt not," but as under 
the law of love to Christ, willingly yielding ourselves as 
bond-slaves bound by love ; the love of Christ constraining 
us to do the bidding of Him whom we own as both Lord 
and Christ. We shall thus bring forth fruit unto God; 
and, as in Romans 6., ye have your fruit unto sanctifica-
tion, and the end eternal life. 

God requires fruit in our life's walk, and also in our life's 
service. "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit"—fruit which shall bring to ourselves present 
and eternal blessing, and to God present and eternal glory. 

Our new life, then, is manifested, first, by our walking 
in newness of life, and second, by our serving in newness of 
the spirit. All of us as young believers are exercised about 
our walk and behaviour as children of God. We are called 
like Enoch to walk with God. How blessed to contemplate 
that three hundred years' walk with God, and to know 
that before he was translated he had this testimony that 
he pleased God. In thinking of him, we are reminded of 
the One who had the testimony from heaven, " This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." We also may 
have this assurance that we are well pleasing to Him if we 
do those things which are according to His will. Now 
alongside our walk we, as young Christians, need to be 
exercised about our service; and not only young men, but 
young women; for the same principles apply to both, 
though their spheres of service are different. We should 
ever ask, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" and 
also remember the exhortation: " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." 
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May we not be idling away our time, waiting for some 
great thing to do, but just doing those things that come 
ready to our hand. "We shall thus be fully prepared for 
any greater service to which our God may call us; for, 
unless we are faithful in the little things, the greater 
cannot be entrusted to us. We have an example in Moses, 
who was faithful in all God's house as a servant. What a 
wonderful testimony this from God—faithful in all that 
was entrusted to him. Now, Christ is Son over God's 
house, " whose house are we if we hold fast " God's 
house is now a household of sons—sons who are called to 
serve, and to serve together, as members of the one house­
hold, for the profit, and building up, and building together 
of the whole. We are to be labourers together; as in 
1 Corinthians 3. Paul said, " I planted, Apollos watered, 
God gave the increase.7' Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one, showing the closest linking to­
gether in the service—a fellowship which binds all together 
in a living, loving service for the Master. But each shall 
receive his own reward according to his own labour, thus 
showing our individual responsibility to the Lord to do our 
allotted portion. 

May we never seek to break away from our responsi­
bility one to another, but in closest fellowship to stand 
fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the 
Gospel (Phil. 1. 27). Unity in all things is God's will con­
cerning us : may it be more and more manifest in all our 
ways here below, until we are gathered together into one ; 
and He Himself shall perfect, stablish, strengthen, and 
settle us, and the new life be manifested in new bodies 
fashioned like unto His body of glory, and our service be 
unhindered by any strivings of the flesh from within or 
opposition of men without. May our hearts be more con­
stantly fixed upon " the blessed hope," and in the " little 
while " may we occupy " till He come." 

G. T. REEVE. 
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ISRAEL'S JOURNEYINGS FROM EGYPT TO 
CANAAN, 

VII. 
THE trial of hunger for lack of bread is soon followed by 
another equally severe, namely, thirst for water (Exod. 17. 
1-7). In that dry and parched land their only resource 
was in Jehovah. He who supplied the former need was 
able also to supply the latter. Yet how slow they were to 
acknowledge this ! and how often their faith and hope were 
in the creature instead of G-od! This caused the disappoint­
ment which gave rise to the murmur, and the result was 
they tempted the Lord instead of trusting Him. Alas, 
how similarly we often act! Truly, 

"His patience beareth much and long 
With those who from Him rove," 

and His provision faileth not. 
Yet ere that provision can be theirs the rock must be 

smitten. How strange His way! Yet how true to the 
antitype, for " that rock was Christ"—He who was smitten 
of God and afflicted. This is the basis upon which, as well 
as the channel through which, the wilderness supply comes. 
How refreshing and invigorating that cool, sparkling water 
must have been! How invaluable also! An abundant 
and continuous supply flowed from that once-smitten rock 
during the whole wilderness journey. 

In the light of this we would refer to John 7. 37-39: 
" On the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath 
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But 
this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believed on Him 
were to receive." This is what answers to the past in the 
present experience of the believer. The gift, the indwell­
ing, the ministry, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 
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As from the smitten rock Israel's supply came, so from 
Him who was smitten of God unto death and by God 
raised again and glorified hath come His provision for the 
need of His people in the wilderness—an unfailing and 
unlimited supply for the strengthening, reviving, and com­
forting of His loved and His own. Thus, having been in 
one Spirit baptized into one Body, it becomes the oppor­
tunity of one and all to know the blessedness of the 
teaching and leading, and thus to enjoy the communion of 
the blessed Holy Spirit. On the other hand, to know and 
enjoy this necessitates the continuous living in and walking 
by the Spirit ungrieved and unquenched. 

As the result of our having and holding in common 
what we have been taught by the one Spirit, and doing 
that in common as led by the one Spirit, the manifestations 
of the Spirit will not be lacking, and the unity of the 
Spirit will be kept. May it indeed be so more and more 
truly. Massah and Meribah remain to prove how far 
otherwise it was with Israel as they expressed with their 
lips the unbelief of their hearts, saying, "Is the Lord 
among us or no t?" Beacons of warning to those upon 
whom the ends of the ages are come, lest we should commit 
the like sin. 

We have thus considered Israel's wilderness provision, 
and now come to consider their wilderness foe. " Then 
came Amalek and fought with Israel in Rephidim " (JExod. 
17. 8). By comparing the account given in this chapter 
with that found in Deuteronomy 25. 17, we get some 
insight into the character and object of this foe. Merciless, 
cruel, and cowardly, in an unexpected moment he came 
and attacked the weak and defenceless. Yet He who is 
for Israel is against Amalek, and in this is their salvation 
and strength. 

Meet this foe, however, they must. No compromise can 
be made with such a deadly enemy. No quarter can be 
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given to the sworn foe of God and His people. Joshua's 
skill and courage are needed in the fight, watchfulness and 
resistance must be exercised, but something further is 
necessary. Moses on the mountain top is the one with 
whom lies the issue of the conflict. In these uplifted 
hands is the secret of their power and victory. 

Is there not, then, a foe answering to Amalek in the 
experience of God's people to-day? "We believe there is. 
As Satan answers to Pharaoh, the world to Egypt, so we 
doubt not the flesh answers to Amalek. 

The flesh, which is in each believer, whether young or 
old, is corrupt; in it dwelleth no good thing; it is incapable 
of doing good; it hates, and is hateful to, God—the in­
veterate and continual foe of God's people. How often, 
alas, has it been proved in a moment of unwatchfulness 
that it is so! It may have been in the foolish thought, 
the unguarded word, or the ungodly deed that we have 
yielded to its power and have been overcome thereby. If 
we walk in the Spirit, we shall not fulfil the desires of the 
flesh. He who is for us in the presence of God has 
triumphed and prevailed. His hand is upon the throne. 
That hand will never grow weary or go down. Is there 
the looking off unto Jesus ? Is there the lifting up of holy 
hands unto Him in earnest, believing prayer ? If so, there 
must be victory; and, glorying in the Lord, we may well 
exclaim, " Jehovah-nissi"—the Lord my banner. 

DAVID SMITH. 

(To be continued.) 

ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED. 

IT is very blessed for young Christians to realize, through 
believing the "Word of God, their identification with the 
Lord Jesus Christ in death and resurrection; to understand 
how, thoroughly God has been 'glorified by the death and 
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resurrection of His Son regarding all that they have done 
and all that they are. This alone can give the joy and the 
settled rest and peace which so many Christians never seem 
to experience. 

Israel in Egypt, sheltered from judgment by the 
sprinkled blood, is all the length that many appear to get, 
and even there the sense of security which the blood should 
give is often very dimly discerned. The blood-sprinkled 
doorposts and lintels tell of judgment executed; of death, 
in the person of the set-apart lamb, to all the past; of their 
Egypt history righteously closed once for -all, never again to 
be opened up or looked at save for the sobering purpose of 
remembering the hole of the pit from which they had been 
digged. But, so far as God was concerned, it was a past 
which was never more to be looked at or thought of; 
neither its words nor its ways could bring into judgment 
those who had died to i£ in the person of their substitute. 

This speaks of the believer's death with Christ to the past, 
and the definite and eternal closing up of that dark record 
by death. "Crucified with Christ." The past has been 
righteously dealt with, its death and its doom fully borne 
by Him "Who was made sin for us, "Who knew no sin, and 
in "Whom we died to it all. Death has no more dominion 
over Him, nor can it have dominion over those who by 
faith have become identified with Him in death. Therefore, 
let each believer in the Lord Jesus Christ reckon with God 
in this matter when He says that " if one died for all, then 
all died " (2 Cor. 5.14). 

But, thank God, this is not all, for not only have we, in 
the person of Christ, borne the extreme judgment of our 
sins, which can, therefore, never "again overtake us, for it is 
God who justifies, and who dares to condemn ? but as new 
creation in the risen Christ we have been brought to a new 
state and standing, where " all things are of God," and 
where all is consequently marked by perfection. Israel, 
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though sheltered by blood from judgment, were still in 
Pharaoh's domain so long as they remained in Egypt, and 
might well stand in awe of his harassing power; but when 
once they stood on the wilderness side of the Red Sea they 
beheld the waters return to their strength and overwhelm 
in a mighty and absolute overthrow and lasting defeat the 
enemy, who in vain boasting attempted to pursue, saying, 
" I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my 
lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword; 
my hand shall destroy them." (Exod. 15. 9). How vain 
was their boasting! " He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh ; the Lord shall have them in derision " (Ps. 2. 4). 

So many Christians, because they fail to realize the plaoe 
in resurrection life which grace has given them in the risen 
and glorified Christ, and their perfect acceptance in Him 
before God, spend perhaps years of their lives in fear and 
dread lest again sin should overwhelm, and the past in some 
way rise up to condemn them ; their condition being some­
what analogous to that of Israel as they looked back and 
beheld Pharaoh pursuing and the sea barring their onward 
march. Nothing in such a scene and condition but turmoil 
and terror, for they were absolutely at the end of Nature's 
resources, and Grod alone could open up a way to deliverance. 
And that He did for them, and has most blessedly done for 
us, in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. As by faith 
we look at the Cross, and behold His perfect victory over sin 
and death, and learn that He has silenced for us every 
accuser and vanquished every foe, that He has abolished 
death and paralyzed him that had the power of death, and 
gone on high, leading captivity captive, a triumphant 
Conqueror, bearing in His grasp the keys of death and 
Hades, with Israel we may well burst forth in praise, " I will 
sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously." 

"We are " accepted in the Beloved " j we are " complete in 
Him " ; " Christ is all and in a l l" ; and thus by faith are 
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we brought into a sphere where all is perfection, because all 
is of God, and where Christ alone, in all the beauty of His 
person and all the perfect acceptance of His finished work, 
meets the eye and satisfies the heart of God. 

How infinitely blessed, then, it is to know that we are 
risen with, and accepted in, the Beloved at God's right hand, 
and to realize that, as He alone is the object which fills the 
eye and satisfies the heart of God, so is it His desire that 
Christ should be all in all to our souls, and would have us 
know that our every blessing and joy are associated with 
that glorified Man at His right hand. 

Let us, therefore, no longer be occupied with our own 
failing selves, but fix our hearts with increased delight 
upon Him; for if our eye gets off the Deliverer upon the 
throne our enjoyment of deliverance must soon vanish. 

THE LOVE OF GOD. 

THE keynote of the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephe-
sians is found in the words •• in Christ." In that chapter 
many precious things are brought before us. Among 
others we might mention the following:—God's love; God's 
grace; God's purpose; God's power; God's love displayed 
in marking us out as His; God's grace seen in our salva­
tion ; God's purpose declared in our position as His inherit­
ance ; God's power manifested in the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which power is mighty to us-ward who 
believe. 

God's love is an absorbing and soul-stirring theme. 
When we take into consideration the depths* to which we 
had sunk, how we were ruined and undone, how marvellous 
does the love of God appear! " God so loved " (John 3.16). 
In Eph. 2. 4 we find this love referred to in the melting 
words, "His great love wherewith He loved us." The 
greatness of His love can only be estimated by the magni-
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tude of the gift which He gave, even His only-begotten and 
well-beloved Son; and He gave Him to the death of the 
Grosa in order that lost sinners might be saved, u Herein 
indeed is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

His grace brought salvation (Titus 2. 11); His grace 
saved us (Eph. 2. 8). Grace came down to our level and 
raised us up and seated us in Christ in the heavenlies in 
order that in the ages to come He might show the exceed­
ing riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 

God's purpose concerning us is that, the eyes of our 
heart being enlightened, we may know what is the hope 
of His calling and what the riches of the glory of His in­
heritance in the saints. "We are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
prepared that we should walk in them. Is God's hope and 
purpose in us being realized? That it might be so He 
would have us know the exceeding greatness of His power. 

That mighty power which raised Christ from amongst 
the dead and set Him at the right hand of God can never 
be limited. This then is the power which is at our disposal 
to sustain us in our walk with and our work for God. 

ADAM ALLAN. 

BELIEVING AND REALIZING. 

TALKINGK with a fellow-saint one day the writer of this 
article was making frequent use of the word realize. He 
wished we could realize this, that we could realize that, 
and so on. "The one to whom he was talking remarked, 
quietly, that the results would be the same if we believed 
them. 

Now how true this is of everything that has a practical 
side; and all God's truth has. " Show me your faith," says 
James, " and I shall show you. my faith by my works." 



"ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD" 239 

Belief in anything that God has revealed produces 
works of some kind, and if it does not, then the observer 
is justified in saying that^ there is no belief there; or, if 
there is, it would be better if there was not. 

If we believe a thing the result should be the same as if 
we realized it. 

"We do not realize what a ghastly thing a lie is. We 
do not realize what a world of misery a malicious word 
may produce. Nevertheless, if we simply believe what 
God says about each, the result will be the same as if we 
had realized what a lie is, or what a malicious word may 
be. So again, when Q-od tells us that our calling is a high 
one and that we have to walk worthy of it, because eternal 
results depend upon our walk, do not wait to realize the 
greatness of our calling, nobody will ever do that, but just 
believe it because God has said it, and see that you are 
a son of God without rebuke. More or less of realization 
will come in time. I t will certainly be more as you act 
upon your belief and see that your ways are the ways of 
the righteous. 

So don't worry if you don't " realize " things as some of 
your fellow-saints seem to do. Believe because God has 
said it, and act upon His word; believe because God has 
spoken to you, and let His word keep your heart because 
it is the faithful God who has spoken to you; believe and 
shun the unclean thing because the Holy One has said it is 
unclean. Some day, sooner or later, you will realize it all 
and be glad you acted on your belief. 

"ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD." 

THE hand of God the pattern weaves 
Of each life's changing history, 
And in His work there's nought that grieves, 
Though shrouded now in mystery. 
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His work is intricate! His skill 
Displayed therein more wondrous still! 

Behold the threads of varied strength, 
Of every shade and changing hue, 
A jointless mass—we'll learn at length 
His skill their needful mixture knew; 
All are required to trace, we'll find, 
The pattern of the Master Mind ! 

Learn of the beauteous tapestry 
Where gilded patterns may be seen, 
Behind is shrouded mystery, 
A strange and shapeless tangled screen; 
But for the tangled background strung, 
The weaver's praise would ne'er be sung! 

A bright design Heaven's Weaver works, 
Beauteous ! in symmetry complete ! 
In it no chance thread ever lurks, 
Nor flaw the Weaver's eye can meet; 
All by His hand has ordered been, 
An alien thread would mar the scene! 

Thou only lookest on the waste, 
And uncouth stitches meet thy gaze; 
G-od looketh on the pattern chaste, 
Weaving its wealth through weary ways ; 
In patience, then, His purpose bide! 
Thou soon shalt view the other side ! 

Judge not G-od's work, yet incomplete, 
But wait till all is done! 
For perfect work thy gaze shall greet 
When ends what He begun. 
Then, fondly at His feet, I ween, 
Thou'lt praise Him for life's tangled screen! 
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HYMN. 

Tune "HABTS." 

7.7.7.7. 

As, 0 Lord, at Calvary's tree, 

Worshipping we think of Thee ; 

In Thy sweet " Forget-me-not," 

Tell Thy death with blessing fraught, 

Dying there for such as we, 

Gladly let us bow the knee; 

Heart and lip3 and life to yield, 

Loving, praising, serving Thee. 

Till Thou com'st again, blest Lord, 

Be Thy ways by us adored: 

Through the night avoiding sleep, 

"Work for Thee, Thy words all keep. 

Then the dead in Christ all raised, 

Each from God get meed of praise: 

Fruit of life on earth all past, 

Grace with glory crowned at last. 



242 

THE COUPLING TOGETHEK OF ASSEMBLIES. 

"WE have been called into a Fellowship—a Community. It 
is no new thing for God to have" an elect people on this 
earth. It has been His way from the beginning to have a 
company of His own down here. But in every age those 
whom He has brought together have been brought under a 
system of rule—have been governed at His bidding. Whether 
it were the patriarchal despotism of Noah or Abraham; or 
the more elaborate jurisdiction established by Moses at 
Mount Sinai, and yet further developed under the reign of 
David and of Solomon; or, again, the modified and re­
stricted form of government adapted for His people when 
subject to a foreign power: in no case has God allowed His 
heritage to erect the standard of democracy, nor counte­
nanced the hideous nightmare, " Government of the people, 
for the people, by the people." Thus, when the Eternal 
Word became flesh, and tabernacled Himself a man amongst 
men, He set the example of submission alike in yielding to 
Caesar the things that were Caesar's, and in hearkening to 
the teaching of those that sat in Moses' seat. 

It is into His worthy Name that we have been gathered. 
It is His authority we are called upon to own. It is but a 
few years since, in the midst of the labyrinth of open 
brethrenism, the Community seemed to us to be an object 
for faith and hope rather than of sight. But the God 
through Whom we have been called thereinto has proved 
Himself faithful, and now indeed works in us and with us 
in order that there may be a manifestation of that Com­
munity worthy of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in order 
that it may find an embodiment in what beyond con­
troversy shall be House of God, namely, Church of Living 
God, Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 
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That can only be as we learn and do God's Will as 
to the manner and order of our being together. 

Wha t a t God's bidding was done by the overseers and 
the flock in the primitive churches is our model, it is God's 
word to us, as if saying, "See, this is the Law of the House, 
this is the Administration thereof; this do and ye shall live." 

I n the primitive churches then*, always and everywhere, 
there was rule and government. This found expression in 
each assembly in the circle of overseers of that assembly. 
The men set by God in the assembly collectively to care 
for it and shepherd it were also those by whom, in the 
Divine order, tha t assembly was linked to other assemblies 
in which were other saints who had likewise been called 
into the Community, and other overseers on whom God had 
likewise laid responsibility as shepherds of the flock. All 
this being seen, it remains to ask, Wha t was the manner, 
and also especially, what was the order in which overseers 
and flock were linked together? The reply to which is 
illustrated by the uni t ing of the curtains to form tabernacle 
and tent in Exodus 26. 

Thus to make out of ten curtains one tabernacle:— 
First, five make one and five make one. 

Last, two make one, 
Of eleven curtains one tent:—-

First, five make one and six make one. 
Last, two make one. 

This, we believe, is the particular matter that now wants 
at tent ion: tha t when God would join many into one, He 
joins first a few together in this place into one, a few in tha t 
place into one; then, again, these ones into one. I t is not 
haphazard massing together of units. I t is an orderly 
arrangement of assemblies each in its place joined to its 
neighbours and thus joined to the whole. 

That this was so in the primitive churches is proved by 
the scriptures referred to in the diagram which follows. 
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The diagram gives in the left-hand column the names of 
the principal provinces and other divisions of the Roman 
Empire which are of importance in reference to the 
administration of the primitive churches. The thick lines 
are intended to mark the divisions between the provinces 
of the Roman Empire as these existed A.D. 117. But it is 
somewhat doubtful whether Lycaonia and Pisidia (and per­
haps part of Phrygia) should be included under Galatia, 
and whether Phrygia (part thereof) and Mysia are to be 
regarded as included in Asia. 

In the second column are given some of the towns named 
in Scripture, especially, but not exclusively, those in which 
there probably was an assembly. 

In the next column are inserted references to Scripture 
evidencing the uni ty of the assembly in the town against 
which the reference stands. These are chiefly texts well 
known now to all. 

Fur ther to the right, the unity of assemblies, etc., is 
represented on the diagram by braces (]), indicating by their 
vertical length and position what assemblies or groups of 
assemblies are included, and having on the r ight hand of 
each a scriptural reference substantiating them. 

First we have two cases of intimate fellowship between 
neighbouring towns, namely, Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium 
in one case, Laodicea and Colosse (and Hierapolis) in the 
other. 

Then come manifestations of definite uni ty within such 
well-marked areas as Jud&a, Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, 
Achaia. 

Next may be noted the care with which at the first 
Samaria was linked on to Judaea (Acts 8. 14-24). 

Of like importance is Barnabas' errand to Antioch, linking 
it, and thus all tha t follows, with Judsea and Jerusalem 
(Acts 11. 22). 

Other important groupings a r e : —That of most of the 
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provinces of Asia Minor, as shown in Peter's first letter and 
perhaps in James 1. 1 ; tha t of Macedonia and Achaia in 
their contribution for Jerusalem and Judsean saints. 

On the extreme r ight of the diagram is given a brace 
extending the whole length, intended to indicate the 
world-wide nature of the unity, with scriptural references 
substantiating the same. 

"With a view to directing further attention to the uni ty 
in the district to which Peter's first letter was sent, we 
reprint the following notes from the introduction to the 
booklet on The True Grace of God, by our esteemed friend 
and brother, Mr. John Brown,1 and the sketch map of Asia 
Minor, tha t appears therein. Peter's first letter is addressed 
" To the elect who are sojourners of the Dispersion in Pon-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia." These five 
provinces or countries are situated in the peninsula now 
called Asia Minor, which forms the most westerly portion 
of the continent of Asia. This peninsula may be described 
as to its general outlines as of a somewhat oblong shape. 
The northern, western, and southern sides are washed by 
the Black, the iEgean, and the Mediterranean Seas respec­
tively, and on the east, where it adjoins the mainland of 
Asia, the river Euphrates forms part of its boundary. Al­
most in the centre was 

GALATIA, a tract of country which, as shown on most of 
the maps, was about two-thirds the size of Scotland. I t is 
said to have been conquered and peopled by a Keltic race. 
I t seems likely that , at the time of Peter's letter, the 
Roman prbvince of G-alatia included Lycaonia, a country 
inhabited by an aboriginal race of warlike and wild habits,2 

but having within its borders the towns of Iconium and 
Derbe and Lystra, with all those hallowed associations that 
endear them to every lover of Scripture. I t appears prob-

1
 NEEDED TRUTH PUBLISHING OFFICE. One penny. 

2 Smith's Ancient Geography. 
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able, at any rate, from the language used both in the Book 
of Acts and in Paul's Letters, that, whether Lycaonia was 
or was not included therein, the towns and cities of Galatia 
in which were assemblies of G-od were fairly numerous. 

CAPPADOCIA.—East of Galatia lies the province of Cappa-
docia, the area of which is considerably greater than that 
of Scotland. A range of mountains in the north divides it 
from Pontus, and another in the south from the province of 
Cilicia, where the great apostle of the Gentiles was born. 
It is separated from Armenia on the east by the river 
Euphrates, and on the west a lake of considerable size 
forms part of the boundary between Cappadocia and Ly­
caonia. 

PONTUS lies to the north-east of Galatia and north of 
Cappadocia. It is said that Darius Hystaspes * detached 
this kingdom from the Persian Empire in order to present 
it to one of his lords. A munificent gift certainly, as Pon­
tus had a coast-line along the southern and eastern shores 
of the Black Sea of probably three hundred English miles 
in length, extending from the mouth of the river Halys on 
the west to the country of Colchis on the north-east. I t 
takes its name from the old designation of the Black Sea 
(Pontus Euxinus). 

BITHYNIA lies on the north-west of the peninsula, having, 
like Pontus, an extensive coast-line, not only on the Black 
Sea but also on the Sea of Marmora, which joins the Black 
Sea to the ^Egean Sea. 

ASIA was the name of a Roman province of considerable 
extent on the west coast of the peninsula of Asia Minor. 
Whether the Asia of Peter's letter and the Asia to which 
John sent the Book of Revelation are identical with the 
Roman province raises questions which it is neither possible 
nor convenient to enter into here. It will be sufficient to 
allude to some of the seven cities mentioned by John. 

1 The Darius of Ezra 5., 6. 
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North of Jerusalem 
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Rollin, in his interesting work on Ancient History, ex 
plains how, in early times, various tribes of Greeks passed 
across the iEgean Sea, which is thickly studded with is­
lands, and colonized the western part of the peninsula, and 
he mentions Smyrna and Ephesus amongst the towns 
founded by these early settlers. To Scripture readers, of 
course, the main interest centres around Ephesus, which 
was the principal of these cities in New Testament times. 
The thrilling account of Paul's days in that ancient city is 
read again and again with almost breathless interest. "We 
almost seem to hear that crowd shouting itself hoarse for 
Artemis, or Diana, as our English lips have taught us to 
call her. How like the human heart to prefer a statue said 
to have fallen from heaven—that was fashioned likely 
enough by human workmen—to Him who ascended up into 
heaven, and without whom not one thing was made that 
hath been made ! Smyrna is one of the few towns of 
ancient history that still retain some of their old impor­
tance. It lies on the coast about forty English miles north 
of Ephesus. Sardis is an inland town lying about fifty 
miles distant from both Ephesus and Smyrna. It was for 
many years the seat of government of the kings of Lydia, 
till Croesus, the last and greatest of these, whose riches 
have become proverbial, was overthrown by the great 
Cyrus, when the Lydian kingdom came to an end. Per-
gamum, which is the most northerly of the seven cities, 
was at one time the royal city of this part of the peninsula, 
having been selected by a general of Alexander the Great 
as his treasure city. The kings of Pergamum, like all 
others, fell before the mighty Roman Empire. 

It is perhaps superfluous to mention that all the elect 
sojourners of the Dispersion were within the dominion of 
this great Power; it is, however, well worth consideration 
how much testimony the New Testament Scripture bears 
to the general equity and fairness of Roman rule. "We 
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may cite in this particular chapter 3. verse 13 of this very-
letter of Peter's. Nevertheless, so it was, the representa­
tive of one of the most equitable of all human governments 
conspired with those in eminent place in God's own chosen 
people, even with those who sat in Moses' seat, to enact 
the most stupendous and inexcusable crime that ever 
has been perpetrated on this bloodstained earth (Acts 4. 
24-28). 

In the l ight of this fact, the letter of Peter is most sig­
nificant. How marvellously fair he is to the powers tha t 
be !—he, the man who cut off the ear of Malchus! But how 
faithful to the rejected Lord he is!—he who had denied the 
Lord three times in one n igh t ! Therefore he writes to 
sojourners, for they are in an enemy's land, and dispersed 
therein, and good behaviour towards all he specially en­
joins. But specially note that, though they were in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, they were not of 
these places. They were no natural-born subjects of a 
human emperor; not they, indeed: an elect race, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a people for God's own pos­
session. And therefore again, while Peter was not the 
steward of the Dispensation, and therefore in no way 
usurped the functions of the apostle of the Gentiles, who 
had planted these many assemblies and linked them to­
gether according to God, yet he in this letter fully re­
cognises as Divine the way in which they were united 
together; as see, for instance, " Ye also are built a spiritual 
house," the word house being in the singular though the 
Dispersion was of so wide an area. Need we add that , had 
all the habitable world been contemplated, it would still 
have been house and not houses ? For here is Peter's testi­
mony to the t ruth , given both in Paul's letter to Timothy, 
" How one ought to behave oneself in house of God," and 
also in the letter to Hebrews, "Whose house (not houses) 
are we," and again, " A great priest over the house of 



252 NEEDED TRUTH. 

God"—scriptures to which we allude in order to direct 
the reader's attention to them in their context. 

But then Peter not only acknowledges the Divine uni ty 
of a spiritual house on ea r th ; he also recognises the pro­
vision made in the will of God for its rule and for its 
shepherding. I n chapter 5. verses 1-3, tha t is to say, the 
apostle addresses " t h e elders among you," and bids them 
tend the little flock—one little flock, be it remarked, though 
many hundreds of miles separated the sheep one from 
another; and this little flock is defined as being among 
them—as though they were a cordon of faithful watch-dogs 
about and around it. But the uni ty of elders is not only 
to be inferred, clearly inferred, from verses 1 and 2 ; words 
of exhortation in verse 3 straitly warn the shepherds from 
acting as lords in the charges allotted to t h e m ; they are 
the rather enjoined to let their uni ty be a very example 
to the one little flock, an example of what, in the will of 
God, the uni ty of the one little flock should be. 

The sketch map on page 249 will give a general idea of 
the relative situation of the places named by Peter, whilst 
in order to indicate their probable dimensions, horizontal 
and vertical lines (parallels of latitude and meridians) are 
drawn at a distance apart corresponding to about one 
hundred English miles, and so arranged as to show how 
far any place is north of Jerusalem, as well as east or west, 
as the case may be. A halfpenny covers on this map an 
area of some 27,000 square miles, which is not far short 
of tha t of Scotland. 

C. M. LUXMOORE. 
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PSALM 132. VERSES 5 AND 8-9. 

OH! for the joy, to share the grace 
Of saints redeem'd to do Thy will, 

In finding for the Lord a place 
Wrought out by God's determin'd skill. 

The God of grace reveal'd the plan 
To creature charge and faithful care, 

The pattern of His house gave man 
For rule and worship, service, prayer. 

Into The Name is still His choice, 
Material places there are none; 

Outside the camp His saints rejoice, 
And Christ is Lord, e'en God's own Son. 

In fellowship the Father shares 
"With those who seek His honour now ; 

As great High Priest the Saviour bears 
With those who to His Lordship bow. 

Eternal crowns proclaim His power, 
The man sat down on glory's throne; 

He soon will come, we haste the hour, 
To claim the kingdom for His own. 

To you whom Satan hath ensnar'd 
In sects and parties, not of God, 

For judgment scenes get now prepar'd, 
No preparation 'neath the sod. 

Awake to righteousness and life, 
In pleasure's path are found the dead; 

Purge out. from evil men and strife, 
But follow faith and peace instead. 

If man the proffer'd prize would win, 
For mast'ry strive the crown to wear; 
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In House of God kept clean from sin, 
Obedience' path 'tis service there. 

"Behold, I come rewards to give, 
My servants do not work in va in ; 

The life tha t now by faith they live, 
Though loss will prove eternal gain." 

R. I. 

" If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it be of God."—John 7- 17, B.Y. 

QUESTION 140.—Please explain what we are to understand 
by such scriptures as 1 Timothy 4. 1-7, and 1 Corinthians 10. 
25-27. 

This question has been forwarded to us, and we have no 
doubt tha t an answer concerning the eating of blood and 
things strangled (page 202) will have given rise to 
it. If, in seeking to come to a conclusion as to what 
is the mind of God upon any special scripture, we find 
tha t the understanding we have arrived at is not in har­
mony with some other portion of the Word, or if we are 
obliged to force other passages to agree with our conclusion, 
we may be sure tha t there is something wrong somewhere. 
A mere intellectual study of the Word of God will not 
suffice; the truths tha t lie under the surface must be 
searched for with a subject mind, and the Holy Spirit 
ungrieved—that is, the Spirit of God dwelling in us not 
grieved by anything in our hearts—for be it remembered 
tha t the Spirit of God is not at our beck to unfold accord­
ing to our wills the things concerning Himself. I t is only 
when walking in fellowship with God, and in the light 
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of His presence, that we may expect Him to reveal to us 
the things concerning Himself. 

In the passage referred to (1 Cor. 10. 25) the Lord makes 
provision for His children. As in the world, although not of 
it, I am not bound to inquire on every occasion in what 
manner a creature has been put to death; but if I am told 
that it has died of itself, or has been strangled, then, as the 
Lord's child, I should abstain from eating thereof. In these 
very verses we see this principle. The child of God is not to 
be a hermit. Sanctity of life does not consist in isolation ; 
on the contrary, the child of God should seek to carry the 
light amongst those around him, yet ever remembering that 
he is an ambassador of Christ. If bidden to a feast he is 
at liberty to go; he is not bound to ask his host in what 
way that of which he partakes has met its death, whether 
bird or beast; and if he were in a heathen country, and 
were there invited to partake of a feast, he would not be 
bound to inquire whether that which was set before him 
had been offered to idols. Nevertheless, should he be told 
that the meat had been offered to idols, or that it had been 
strangled, or that the dish contained that which was made 
with blood, then, in the one case or the other, he would 
be called upon to act as directed by the" "Word of God. 

With regard to 1 Timothy 4. The fact that forbidding 
to marry and commanding to abstain from meats are cou­
pled together is sufficient to show the line of teaching 
of those spoken of as having departed from the Faith giving 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons. No one 
could suppose that abstaining from blood or things strangled 
was a demoniacal doctrine ; and the fact that every creature 
of God is good and nothing to be refused must be taken 
in a limited sense; that is to say, it can only apply to those 
creatures that are given to man for food; for, apart from the 
Mosaic clean and unclean animals, there are many birds and 
beasts that civilized men would never think of eating, 
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and yet these are creatures of God. "We do not, therefore, 
judge that these texts referred to set aside or abrogate the 
command to abstain from blood and from things strangled, 

J. A, B, 

]for J?oung Believers 
" As new-born babes, desire the milk of the Word, which is without 

guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation."—1 Peter 2. 2. 

THE LORD'S COMING AND CONSEQUENT EVENTS. 

I. 

THE event for which the Christian waits is the coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It formed a very special part of the 
subject of ministry amongst the Apostles and their fellow-
workers in the early days of the present dispensation, and 
resulted in the converts to Christianity looking with earnest 
expectation for the immediate return of the Lord to take 
them to be with Himself. It is evident that the long in­
terval which has elapsed between the Ascension of the 
Lord and His return was quite unexpected by the early 
saints. 

Now, the coming of the Lord is not death, nor is it what 
is erroneously termed " the end of the world." The death 
of saints is spoken of in the "Word of God as sleep—they 
are put to sleep through Jesus (1 Thess. 4. 13, 14); and His 
coming, instead of bringing death, is a life-giving event; 
for the dead in Christ shall rise when the Lord's voice shall 
be heard with the Trump of God (1 Thess. 4. 16). "What is 
generally referred to by the expression, " the end of the 
world" — the final judgment of the dead at the Great 
"White Throne—does not take place for more than a thou­
sand years after the Lord comes (Rev. 20. 4 • 11, 12). 

The coming of the Lord, then, is a reality ; it is that 
blessed hope for which we look (Titus 2. 13), and is no 
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figurative language referring to death or any other thing. 
A real person — the Lord Jesus Christ—is in reality to 
come to the air; and, with a real shout, is to wake all who 
have been put to sleep through Him, causing them to put 
on incorruption (1 Cor. 15. 52); and is to change all the 
living in Christ upon the earth, causing them to put on 
immortality, and together they shall be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4. 16, 17). " We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed " ; and thousands shall 
be gathered unto Him in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, without tasting death (1 Cor. 15. 51-58). " The Lord 
Himself," we read, " shall descend from heaven " ; " this 
same Jesus shall come again " (1 Thess. 4. 16; 
Acts 1. 11). 

"When this event takes place none of the dead shall hear 
the shout or arise, save those who are dead in Christ, and 
none of the living shall hear the shout or be changed, 
except such as are in Christ. The unsaved dead, as well as 
the saved dead who are not in Christ, shall still remain in 
their graves, and the living unsaved shall be left on earth 
unchanged. All who have believed that Jesus is the 
Christ, and in one Spirit have been baptized into the one 
Body, whether asleep through Jesus or alive upon the 
earth, shall go to meet the Lord, and to be for ever with 
Him. 

This is the blessed event, and the glorious moment for 
which we wait; and it draws nearer and nearer as the 
days go by. We wait for the Lord from Heaven; we look 
for that blessed hope! 

" Oh, joy ! oh, delight! should we go without dying— 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread, and no crying— 
Caught up through the clouds with our Lord into glory, 

"When Jesus receives His own." 

" Our citizenship," says the Apostle, " is in Heaven; 
whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" 
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(Phil. 3. 20). Our home is yonder; and He will come 
soon to take us to tha t place which He has prepared 
for us (John 14. 3) ; and though there may be much in 
connection therewith regarding which we desire fuller 
knowledge, this much we do know, tha t when He shall 
be manifested we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
even as He is (1 John 3 . 2). 

The blessed hope, then, tha t the Word of G-od gives us 
is the coming of the Lord; toward tha t moment our 
hearts are set; it is the event for which we wa i t ; there is 
nothing in Scripture placed between us and it, so i t may 
take place at any moment. 

{To be continued.) 

LESSONS FEOM I S E A E L ' S JOUBNEYINGS FROM 
EGYPT TO CANAAN. 

VI I I . 

I N the third month after their departure from Egypt , 
the children of Israel camped before Mount Sinai. And 
Moses went up unto God, and God bade him say to the 
people : " Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto 
Myself" (Exod. 19. 4). 

In these words Jehovah calls upon them to remember 
and to review His way and His work. How helpful and 
blissful at all times to do so! Wha t He did to the Egyp­
tians displayed His power and His judgments. How He 
bare Israel on eagles' wings displayed His tenderness and 
His care. The purpose He had in all this is here made 
known—u I brought you unto Myself." We might well 
call for a u Selah " here, so tha t we might pause and learn 
and appreciate r ight ly the importance of these words. 
Much—yea, very much—that short yet weighty sentence 
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conveys. Unto Himself He could not have His people when 
they were in Egypt . There Pharaoh had them for himself, 
and he used them for the accomplishment of his purposes. 
Now Jehovah has them for Himself, having brought them 
to Himself—the church in the wilderness called out and 
brought together by God. 

He had looked upon their bondage, and come down to 
deliver them in the pas t ; and now He comes down in 
majesty upon Mount Sinai in the character of their Ruler. 
Out from the midst of the thunderings He makes known 
His will, and the people answer, saying, "All tha t the Lord 
hath spoken we will do." Herein is the basis and con­
dition upon which such a relationship is established— 
subjection to His authority, and obedience to His word. 
Herein also will the desires and expectations of His heart 
be realized, as i t is writ ten, " If ye will obey My voice 
indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be unto Me 
a peculiar treasure, and a kingdom of priests." 

In the l ight of this we would now ask our readers to turn 
to Matthew 17. 1-9 in order to learn God's purposes in 
present times. There another mountain scene is brought 
before us, where greater majesty and glory were witnessed. 
A greater than Moses is here! God speaks and proclaims 
who tha t One is! Hear, also, what He claims for H im! 
" This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear 
ye Him" Oh, the impressiveness of that scene! Oh, the 
value of those never-to-be-forgotten words! How impor­
tant to know Him as here presented, having our hearts 
bowed in the presence of His majesty, and Our will subject 
to His authority. This causes us to stand in awe of 
His words. He speaks — listen! "Veri ly i" say unto 
y o u " ; " A g a i n / say unto y o u " (Matt. 18. 18, 19). To 
whom does He speak? To the church, in the midst of 
which He is ; " for where two or three are gathered to­
gether into My Name, there am I in the midst of them." 
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Does not the scene in Matthew 17. make all this plain ? 
There Jesus taketh and bringeth those three disciples to 
where they are. There they acknowledge it is good for 
them to be, yea, and to abide. There they see no one save 
Jesus only. In the glory and majesty of His person, in the 
authority of His place, they own and reverence Him. An­
other mountain scene, spoken of in Matthew 28. 16-20, 
claims notice also. There, after the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, the disciples go to Him, and He comes to them. 
There again He speaks—they listen; He commands—they 
obey. 

In Jerusalem, the scene of His rejection, He is first pro­
claimed as the One " Whom G-od hath made both Lord and 
Christ." At these and other words hearts quake, and lips 
cry out, " What shall we do ? " Many repent, are baptized, 
and added together, of whom the words are spoken, " The 
church which was in Jerusalem " (Acts 8. 1); and again, 
" I persecuted the church of God, and wasted i t " (Gal. 1. 
13). Further we read of the churches of God which in 
Judaea are in Christ Jesus, of whom the Thessalonians be­
came imitators (1 Thess. 2. 14). 

What church should I join ? is often asked by many 
earnest inquirers after the ways which be in Christ. Does 
this question burden your heart, dear young Christian? 
Then we entreat, measure the pattern, and measure all by 
the pattern ! Let no sophistry or human reasoning on the 
one hand, or feigned humility on the other, deter you from 
being found together with those who have been gathered 
together into the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who are therefore found in churches of God. 

DAVID SMITH. 
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" THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH." 

(NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY JOHN BROWN.) 

u This day is holy unto the Lord your' God; mourn not, nor weep. 
Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send por­

tions unto them for whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy 
unto our Lord : neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength."—Neh. 8. 9,10. 

"WHAT the time referred to in the above words was to the 
remnant of Israel, is that for which we find ourselves to­
gether in the name and around the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when gathered together on the first day of 
the week; and happy it is for us if, in the spirit that 
possessed Abraham, we know for what intent the Lord 
is found in our midst, and for what intent God, the 
Father, hath drawn near seeking worshippers to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth, as also for what intent we our­
selves are together. If that be so, we shall have exercised 
ourselves to have all the weeping and all the mourning 
passed before God in private; we shall have examined our­
selves and availed ourselves of the provision He hath made 
for us, so that none shall be found in church defiled or 
empty ; but that each one shall be clean and full, come to­
gether not for cleansing, not for blessing, but come to bless, 
come clean to give to God—come as those who are called, 
not to weep or mourn, but to know that the joy of the Lord 
is our strength to fulfil all that He expects from our hearts 
and at our hands. 

This joy is not that which any may have except as 
they laugh with Him that laugheth. This joy that is our 
strength is a joy that He has, is a delight that fills His 
heart to find His people together at such a time. Why 
weep when God is glad ? Why mourn when God is re­
joicing ? Why be sorry when laughter is filling His heart ? 
He is glad, He has found His rest, and has come in the joy 
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of His heart to get from His people—to be blessed by them, 
to be exalted by them. Does He get His portion from us? 
tha t for which He draws nigh to us, and which He is so 
worthy to get. In the loaf what see we ? That the Lord 
Jesus Christ gave Himself entirely for us. In the cup, the 
counterpart of the loaf, what see we ? That He hath given 
Himself unreservedly to us. W h y are we not, therefore, 
glad? "Why are not our hearts made to dance and our 
souls to exult in God our Saviour? Remember tha t cup 
is the cup of the New Covenant in His blood. "What tha t 
meaneth we may well draw near with uncovered head and 
unshod feet to learn. Until we understand what that is, 
we have but feebly learned what a debt of love we owe to 
Him who hath wrought for us in the person of His Son, 
Young ones in Christ, learn what tha t covenant position 
of God meaneth! Inquire if you do not know ; ask if you 
do not understand. As from Him to you, to us, it is the 
cup of the New Testament whereby are conveyed to us, 
as our own present and inalienable portion, all the sure 
mercies and indescribable blessings of tha t new, everlasting 
Covenant. "What a debt of love we owe H i m ! Well may 
we sing, Lord Jesus, I love Thee ; I will love Thee, and 
tha t more and more. 

Weep no t ; mourn no t ; go your way ; eat the fat and 
drink the sweet. Share in that which is God's alone; for 
the fat is Jehovah's portion. Rise from occupancy with 
your poor self to occupation with Him. Thank God for 
Him as the trespass offering; thank God for Him as the 
sin offering ; thank God for Him as the peace offering ; 
thank God for Him as the meat offering. Come higher, 
my soul! Rise, my soul; behold Him as the burnt offering, 
tha t which is a lmost l all for God, tha t which God has 
found in^Him, tha t the outer skin of which God takes and 

1 The skin of the burnt offering was given to the priest who offered 
the burnt offering. 
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says, " Let Me wrap i t round about you." Ea t the fat, 
share God's joy in Him, for in Him God rests. Think of 
what God has got in Him, and rise beyond ourselves and 
hold communion sweet with God, for the joy of the Lord is 
our strength. Thus shall there be fitness to be sending 
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared, and 
there shall sound out from us as from the church in 
Thessalonica the Word of the Lord, so tha t none need tes­
tify of us, for our day-by-day life will manifest tha t we are 
seeking to serve the living and true God, and tha t we are 
waiting for His Son from heaven. 

Thus also shall we know what it is to come together as 
the priestly ones of old, who gathered in the feasting time in 
the light, taking care tha t not only sons of Aaron were there, 
but that even Aaron's sons if defiled would not partake, but 
would be put outside the camp. Their first duty was to 
take the frankincense and offer it, so tha t God would have 
His portion, and then they could eat and drink at His 
bidding, as witness the bride in the Song of Songs, u Let 
my beloved come into His garden and eat His pleasant 
fruits." Immediately He answers, " I am come into My 
garden, I have eaten and I have drunk " ; and then He 
says, " Eat, 0 friend: drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 
beloved." But woe is me, as woe is us, if God getteth not, 
first of all, His portion from us. 
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THE DAYSPRING FROM ON HIGH. 

ON wings of the morning—glad morning of light, 
Came the dayspring of gladness, dispelling our night; 
It broke in its glory—bright ray from the throne, 
When the Saviour descended for sin to atone. 

As gently as dewdrops distil on the blade, 
From the throne to the manger His journey He made 
Unknown the great crisis to earth-dwellers all— 
Great mystery veiled in the Babe in the stall! 

The Father of Ages! the Monarch of all! 
He sought not an entrance in palace or hall; 
In humble guise girded—unknowing, unknown, 
He trod as a stranger the path to the throne! 

" Obedient to death ! " lo ! the dark waters roll, 
And, sullenly surging, encompass His soul; 
Oh! moment of mystery—dumb with amaze, 
Transfixed by the vision I wondering gaze. 

Ah! tremble, my spirit, appalled at the sight; 
Never more shall creation behold such a fight: 
Great issues, momentous, accrue from that strife! 
*Tis light or 'tis darkness ! 'tis death or 'tis life! 

He triumphs! He triumphs! lo! witness Him break 
The dark bands of death : see the Victor awake! 
Appalled every foeman lies vanquished and slain, 
From death's dread dominion He liveth again. 

Begone every phantom and spell of the night, 
Fade, fade at the gleam of this ravishing sight; 
He has won my heart's homage—Oh ! union Divine! 
Amazed I adore Him—I'm His—He is mine. 
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THE KINGS OF JUDAH. 

X. JOTHAM (2 Chron. 27.)-

ONE short chapter of nine verses, as in our Bibles, suffices 
to record the life of this king, absolutely the only one of 
whom not one' bad thing is mentioned. For " the people 
doing yet corruptly" (ver. 2) could not be laid to his 
charge. 

"And he did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done: 
howbeit he entered not into the temple of the Lord, And 
the people did yet corruptly" (ver. 2). This statement 
makes the life of his father the sadder to contemplate, as 
it shows that Uzziah was a good king, but cut off suddenly 
from all his usefulness by one rash act actuated by that 
dread monster, Pride. 

It seems to me that, for many reasons, the reign of 
Jotham is pre-eminently helpful to consider, and calculated, 
it may be, to inspire weary workers for God to-day with 
courage. Jotham went on steadily with and for God in a 
most difficult day, under most adverse circumstances (the 
people being in a bad condition), the converse of Proverbs 
20. 4, "The slothful will not plough by reason of the 
winter; therefore he shall beg in harvest, and have 
nothing." The opening chapters of Isaiah bring before 
us in detail what is mentioned briefly here: the truly 
lamentable state of Judah at this time. Hear the words 
of the Lord: " I have nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against Me." " Ah sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children 
that deal corruptly: they have forsaken the Lord, they 
have despised the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. 1. 2, 4). In 
"Verse 10 of Isaiah t, and chapter 3. 9, they are likened in 

N. 
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wickedness to Sodom and G-omorrah. Yet there was much 
outward show of religion, their sacrifices being numerous. 

Verse 23 gives us a sad picture of that which we had 
occasion to consider before: " loving gifts and following 
after rewards " to pervert the cause of the righteous—the 
marginal reading of Isaiah 3. 9 seems to give the right 
thought, "their respecting of persons." The women, it 
would appear, were as bad as the men, if not worse. "We 
have a graphic description of their manners and ways from 
the 16th verse of the 3rd chapter to verse 24, which on 
reading one might almost forget that it is a description of 
the ladies of Jotham's day and not of our own, the only 
thing that betrays the difference being that the fashions 
prevailing in the East have always been different from 
those prevailing in the Western lands. It is evident that 
the woman thought of little more than dress and toilet, 
each one vieing with her neighbour in this respect. 

Isaiah 5, gives us a further description of the corrup­
tion—the paragraph commencing at verse 22 is especially 
striking: " Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of strength to mingle strong drink : which justify 
the wicked for a reward, and take away the righteousness 
of the righteous from himT Therefore as the tongue of 
fire devoureth the stubble, and as the dry grass sinketh" 
down in the flame, so their root shall be as rottenness, and 
their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have re­
jected the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word 
of the Holy One of Israel." And yet the Lord had not 
abandoned His people, though dealing with them in judg­
ment : " Why will ye be still stricken, that ye revolt more 
and more ? the whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint" (Is. 1, 5). "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land " (ver. 19). Surely we have in all, 
this a description of what we might truly call " winter." 

We find nothing very wonderful as having taken place 
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during Jotham's reign—nothing that would be calculated 
to produce enthusiasm or inspire the natural man; the 
brief record of his life would likewise suggest and confirm 
this thought. It is not always those who make much 
noise and talk much who are the greatest workers, as has 
l)een said : " Usually the greatest boasters are the smallest 
workers; the deep rivers pay a« larger tribute to the sea 
than shallow brooks, and yet empty themselves with less 
noise." He comes before us suggestive of that steady, 
plodding worker and waiter on G-od so much needed to-day 
—for "they also serve who only stanS and wait"—who 
does not work so much for immediate results (albeit look­
ing for such, too, and thankful when seen), as in the 
light of God's presence seeking His approval, patiently 
waiting for full results only to be known at the judgment-
seat of Christ, and not the least His smile that will re» 
compense all the sorrows of the way. It needs one to lay 
hold of the Living Q-od in the energy of living faith to 
endure such a state of things so distasteful to the natural 
man. 

Then, again, this reign would teach that matters cannot 
be set right in a day or two. It has taken many a long 
day to retrieve in even a little measure from the calamitous 
results consequent upon Jehoshaphat's failure; it will take 
many a long day yet (methinks Jotham knew this). How 
long has it taken Christians to-day to come to even a 
measure of knowledge in the will of God ? When we con­
sider the appalling darkness in which these countries were 
enveloped, and even still are, it ought to make us truly 
thankful to our God for the measure in which oneness 
of mind on many things has been attained. But there 
is yet much land to be possessed. May God deliver us from 
being satisfied with present attainment. 

The following words of a well-known man of the present 
century are weighty, and though spoken in an entirely 



*G8 NEEDED TRUTH. 

different connection are not without point for us: " There 
•were always a number oi persons, many of them young 
and ardent, who thought that all evils might be cured 
by pome reorganization of society, quite oblivious of the-
fact that all history taught them that such things worked 
slowly and by degrees." 

Jotham "bui l t" (ver.- 3), "fought" (ver. 5). Unlike 
the man of Proverbs 18. 9: " He also that is slack in his 
work is brother to him that is a destroyer." In the time 
of Nehemiah likewise: " They that builded the wall, and 
they that bare burdens, laded themselves; every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 
held his weapon; and the builders, every one had his 
sword girded by his side, and so builded " (Neh. 4. 17, 18). 

" Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling arigjtit 
the word of truth " (2 Tim. 2. IB). " Suffer hardship with 
me as a good soldier of Jesus Christ " (2 Tim. 2. 3). 

Verse 6 : "So Jotham became mighty, because he ordered 
his ways before the Lord his God." There was progress 
made in the life of Jotham as suggested here. How, the 
Jatter part of verse reveals. Methinks he had to suffer 
his share from the people who did yet corruptly, but, as 
Paul, long after, he ordered his ways " not as pleasing 
men, but God, which proveth our hearts " (1 Thess. 2, 4). 
May it be ours also to walk thus before our God, as was 
enjoined to Abram (Gen. 17, 1), " I am God Almighty 
(all-sufficient); walk before Me, and be thou perfect"; the 
.which he did, as witness " The Lord, before "Whom I walk "•-
(Gen. 24. 40), in contrast to Ishmael (suggestive of the 
flesh), who dwelt in the presence of all his brethren (Gen, 
16. 12). 

" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart ; 
And lean not upon thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct thy paths." (Prov. 3. 5, 6.) 
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How much the glorious revival in Hezekiah's time may 
be traceable to the G-od-honouring, plodding life of this 
king one cannot exactly say; however, one thing is certain, 
that the work for God done during this reign was not 
without lasting results. For as sure as evil bears its 
abundant and abiding fruits—as we saw so amply demon­
strated from the reign of Jehoshaphat, and perpetuated by 
the acts of other kings since—so sure will the good bear 
jfes abundant and abiding fruit likewise. I t is not for 
Jatham and his like to beg in harvest and have nothing. 

The sixteen years of the evil reign of Ahaz appear like 
the bitter blast of winter, the seed remaining in the cold 
ground ere it bursts and springs forth, eventually bringing 
forth its fruit to perfection, and then the song may bê  
sung:— 

"Lo, the winter is past, 
The rain is over and gone ; 
The flowers appear on the earth; 
The time of the singing of birds is come, 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 
The fig tree ripeneth her green figs, 
And the vines are in blossom, 
They give forth their fragrance." 

(Song of Songs 2, 11, 18.) 

How this ought to encourage the weary labourer in the 
field to-day! 

In this connection let us look at a few scriptures:—• 
"The husbandman that laboureth must be the first to 

partake of the fruits " (2 Tim. 2. 6). 
" Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the 

3aOrd. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious 
$tmt of the earth, baing patient over it, until it receive 
"«the early and latter rain" (James 5. 7). 

" . Whatsoever a man soweth. that shall he also 
reap. And let us not be weary in well-doing: for 
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in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (read Gal. 
6. 6-10). 

"For ye have need of patience, that, having done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise " (Heb. 10. 36). 

" The patient in spirit (Jotham-like) is better than the 
proud in spirit (Uzziah-like)" (Eccles. 7. 8). 

On the other hand, " Slothfulness casteth into a deep 
sleep; and the idle soul shall suffer hunger " (Prov. 19. IB). 

If Uzziah sought great things for himself, Jotham sought 
them not. 

Let us ever bear in mind that ours is a work not merely 
for time, but for ETERNITY. 

XI. AHAZ. (2 Chron. 28. and Isa. 7.). 

'•I HAVE laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nought and vanity/' were words uttered through Isaiah 
the prophet some seven centuries before the One came of 
whom Isaiah spoke. " Then all the disciples forsook Him 
and fled" (Matt 26. 56). And yet it is again written of 
Him, " He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be 
satisfied" (Isa. 53. 11). Surely the Lord's own words, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat 
fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but 
if it die, it beareth much fruit " (John 12. 24), have been 
abundantly fulfilled. 

The devoted life of Jotham (Jehovah is upright) con­
sidered in the light of this sad page of inspired history 
would seem to be a faint foreshadowing of Him who was 
the unwearied worker for God—the perfect servant of 
Jehovah—even He who has left us an example to follow 
His steps. But let it not be the fatal mistake of any who 
may read to seek to follow in His steps, as thousands are 
trying to do, before first having the sin question once and 
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for ever settled by resting upon Him, the Christ of God 
who suffered in the sinner's stead. 

During the reign of Ahaz, Judah is brought into im­
mediate contact with that great power, " Assyria." It is 
evident from a study of the book of Isaiah that at this 
time there were many parties in Judah even within the 
capital. One party who favoured help from Egypt 
(Isa. 30. and 31.). Another party that leant to Assyria: and 
a third, of whom was Isaiah, who urged a policy of quietness 
and waiting upon God. " For thus saith the Lord God, 
the Holy One of Israel, In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength ; 
and ye would not. But ye said, No, for we will flee on 
horses: therefore shall ye flee " (Isa. 30. 15). It must be 
borne in mind that at this time Judah lay, as has 
been termed, a sort of buffer state .between Egypt and 
Assyria—Assyria growing more formidable every day, 
whilst the great ancient power of Egypt was fast crumb­
ling to decay. There is something very touching in the 
account given us in Isaiah 7. of events happening at thia 
time. 

Not only were there these great difficulties to contend with 
from without, but there appears to have been a disaffected 
people within. " And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz 
the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that 

.Itezin, the king of Syria, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah, 
king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to war against it, but 
could not prevail against it. And it was told the house of 
David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And 
his heart was moved and the heart of his people, as the 

^trees of the forest are moved with the wind " (Isa. 7. 1, 2). 
One object of this alliance is told us in v. 6 of this chapter. 
" Let us go up against Judah and vex it, and let us make 
a breach therein for us, and set up a king in the midst of 
it, even the son of Tabeal." Isaiah 8. 6 appears to allude 
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to traitors within who were seeking to prepare the way for; 
the son of Tabeal. Has not this class of difficulty been one 
of the greatest to God's people at all times ? a discontented 
traitorous people—a people within, and yet not within^ 
because of principle, the New Testament counterpart of 
which we read: " They went out from us, but they were 
not of us;- for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might 
be made manifest how that they all are not of u s " 
(1 John 2. 19). " Even of your own selves shall men arise> 
speaking perverse things " (Acts 20., see also 1 Cor. 11, 19)." 

A class who grasp the time of greatest weakness, danger, 
and difficulty for the promotion of their own selfish ends 
(see Rom. 16. 17, 18). Instead thereof may we be shoulder 
to shoulder as one man (Ezra 3. 1, Neh. 8. 8), showing 
an unbroken front to the enemy. 

But there seems to have been something underlying 
this, more perhaps than is seen on the surface. Satan 
had ever in view the destruction of the Royal line, " the 
seed of David"; again and again he attempts the same, 
again and again he is foiled. It is pretty evident from 
correlative history that the line of David was slender in 
the extreme just now. "What was the murder of the 
innocents (Matt. 2.) but Satan seeking to accomplish 
his devices? And Herod no more knew that he was a 
tool in Satan's hands than did Peter, many years 
after, when he began to rebuke the Lord. "Be*it far 
from Thee, Lord: this shall never be unto Thee" (Matt, 
16. 22). 

About this time a great monarch arose in Assyria,, 
called Pul or Tiglath Pileser III., sometimes called "th& 
Roman of the East," the founder of the second Assyrian 
Empire, the first to establish an organized Empire witE 
centralization of power. From this time onwards for 
about 150 years it was by far the greatest power in the. 
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East, and the terror of all smaller States. The names 
of the Kings of Assyria in order from this time are as 
follows:— 

Tiglath Pileser III. (2 Kings 15. 29, 16. 7, 10). 
Shalmaneser (2 Kings 17. 3, 18. 9), 
Sargon'(Isaiah 20. 1). 

-Sennacherib (mentioned several times in Kings, Chron­
icles, and Isaiah). 

Esar-haddon (2 Kings 19. 37, Ezra 4. 2). 
Assur-bani-pal (not mentioned by name). 
Assur-ebilikim (ditto). 
The word of the Lord through Isaiah to Ahaz at this 

time was, u Take heed and be quiet: fear not, neither let 
thine heart be faint, because of these two tails of smoking 
firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and 
of the son of Remaliah" (Isaiah 7. 4), 

Ahaz, instead of obeying the words of the Lord through 
the prophet and maintaining a policy of quietness, made 
a league with Tiglath Pileser (2 Chron. ^8, 16.) 

In the unearthed fragmentary records of this time, 
A.haz is called " Jehoahaj," signifying " the Lord has laid 
hold," It would appear that in the inspired records the 
Divine element, "Jeho," is eliminated from the name, 
Ahaz having so profaned it. 

Isaiah 7. 10 and 11 shows out the hypocritical character 
of this king, feigning himself to be most devout and 
reverent. "And the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 
Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God: ask it either in 
the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I 
will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord." He had 
made up his mind, notwithstanding this mock modesty, 
•What course he was about to pursue: consequently the 
words of prophetic denunciation from the prophet Isaiah 
which follow. All this too plainly shows that there 
imay be (as often is the case) a most profuse sanctimonious-
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ness, which is far from being a guarantee of true spirituality 
or godliness, and rather cloaks a most wicked and per­
verse mind against the will of God. In connection with 
this, one calls ta- mind Micah'a mother (Judges 17.)r 

"which didst utter a curse," and also almost in the 
same breath exclaims, "Blessed be my son of the Lord," 
"out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and 
cursing" (James 3. 10). 

I t would occupy too much space to dwell fully on the 
details of this chapter (2 Chron. 28,), but from verse 16 
we see the lamentable results consequent on the policy 
pursued, not giving heed to the Word of the Lord through 
His messengers. He did not sanctify the Lord of Hosts; 
He was not his fear, neither his dread (see Isaiah 8. 13); 
but rather put man in the place of the Lord, man be­
coming his fear, and man becoming his dread. "The 
fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his 
trust in the Lord shall be safe" (Prov. 29. 25). 

J. C. RADCLIITE. 

Question airti £nston\ 
" If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, 

whether it he of God."—John f. 17, It.V. 

QUESTION 141.— What is the meaning of the holy Mss in 
I Corinthians 16, 20? 

The mode of salutation in different countries varies. 
Some of these modes are very strange among half-civilized 
nations. Among the Israelites we find that the manner of 
greeting was by kissing (1 Sam. 10.1; 2 Sam. 15. 5, and 20, 
9 ; Prov. 27. 6). Judas met his Lord with the kiss, but not 
a holy kiss; it was the kiss of a traitor. Were one whose 
life was bringing dishonour on the Lord's name saluting 
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with a kiss, it could not be a holy kiss; and probably the 
Corinthians, who had been brought out of heathenism, with 
all its debasing practices, had been abusing this friendly 
act, as we find they had abused the weekly feast, making 
it a time of feasting and drinking, so losing sight of the 
object for which they had come together. In France and 
Switzerland, when men meet, they kiss one another first on 
one cheek, then on the other; but to introduce such a 
custom into this land, "where we salute one another by 
shaking hands, would be absurd. We can shake hands in 
the Lord. 

J. A. B. 

QUESTION 142.—If a sister knows tlmt one, icho is ab­
senting himself from the weelcly feast, is so doing because 
he has taken offence at some brother, and yet this brother 
who has offended is not aware of having done so, icoidd it 
be wrong for her to write and inform the one who has 
offended ? 

Would not the right and godly thing be to- seek to 
awaken the conscience of the one thus setting aside the 
command of God, and acting in the flesh, not only sinning 
by putting himself in the place of judgment, " for he 
that is without God judgeth" (1 Cor. 5. 13), but also 
by setting aside the Word of God, as seen in Heb. 10. 25, 
and Matt. 18. 15 ? In the Old Testament dispensation 
the one who sinned was to leave his gift at the altar 
and to go and be reconciled to his brother before he 
offered his gift, but in the Scripture referred to (Matt. 18. 
15) the one who is sinned against is to go to his brother, 
and tell him of his fault alone first—not to neglect his 
own duty to the Lord in assembling with His saints. 

J. A. B. 
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for IPcmna Believers* 
4i As new-born babes, desire the milfe of the Word, whioh is without 

guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation,"—1 P$ter JJ, 2, 

THE LORD'S COMING AND CONSEQUENT EVENTS. 

II. 

As the result of Israel's rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Messiah and King, God's direct dealings with them 
as a natiop. were interrupted ; and, turning from them, He 
disclosed a hidden purpose which before times eternal He de­
termined to accomplish. This purpose is termed in Scripture 
"The Mystery," and was specially revealed to the Apostle 
Paul. The details of this can be learned from the epistles 
written by him (see Eph. 3. 3 ; Rom. 16. 25, 26, etc). 

This is the direct work that God has been performing 
since His rejection of the Israel nation ; and this is the work 
that He will continue to do until the Church, which is the 
Body of Christ, shall be completed and removed from the 
earth at the Coming of the Lord, to which we referred in 
our last paper. 

During the time when this mystery is running its course 
Israel is scattered from their land ; and to human eyes it 
would appear that God had forgotten all His wondrous pro­
mises to that people, and that His purposes with them, de­
clared through the Prophets, could never be accomplished. 
The Word of God, however, shows clearly that the present 
condition of Israel is not accidental or final, but that it has 
been arranged in the counsels of divine wisdom. The pres­
ent interval of Israel's blindness is God's opportunity for 
reaching out to the Gentile ; and Israel's present condition 
must continue until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in 
(see Rom. 11. 13 to end). 
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They continued not in God's goodness, and rejected the 
promised Messiah when. He appeared in their midst, saying, 
" "We will not have this Man to reign over us; crucify Himi 
crucify Him ! " and through their fall salvation has come 
to the Gentiles (Rom. 11. 11). The Gentile world, on 
which the sun of God's sovereign grace has been shining so 
brightly for well-nigh two thousand years, is also surely turn­
ing its back on God's goodness; and the severity which H§ 
manifested toward Israel for their like sin will be visited 
on the Gentiles, and God's dealings with Israel thereafter 
taken up again. " There shall come out of Zion the Deliv­
erer ; He shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob," and 
so all Israel shall be saved. 

Let no one, therefore, be ignorant of " this mystery " 
(Rom. 11. 26), that a hardening in part only hath happened 
to Israel; that they have not been finally cast off by God ; 
that they are still beloved for the fathers' sake; and that 
God shall yet gather them from the ends of the earth to 
which they have been scattered and shall restore them 
to their own land. Ere this can be accomplished the 
cup of the Gentiles' iniquity in their rejection of God and 
His goodness must brim over ; and Israel must be made to 
realize, by means of unparalleled tribulation, the enormity 
of their sin in crucifying the Lord's Anointed: How the 
iniquity of the Gentile reaches its climax, and how the veil 
is removed from tjie heart of Israel, must furnish subjects 
for future papers. 

(To be continued.) 
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ISRAEL'S JOURNEYINGS FROM EGYPT TO 
CANAAN. 

IX . 

" A L L that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient" 
(Exod. 24. 7). So spake Israel in answer to Jehovah's pur­
pose, as expressed in chapter 19* 5, 6, and elsewhere. Then 
we read, " Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the 
people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant which 
the Lord hath made with you concerning all these words." 

Here is a covenant relationship entered into, and ratified 
by the blood of sprinkling ; not /as in chapter 12., connected 
with the salvation of the people, but with the claims of 
Jehovah upon them. This is a relationship based upon 
obedience to His will. In the l ight of this, please read the 
following scriptures: Acts 20. 2 8 ; Titus 2. 14; Hebrews 
13. 12; 1 Peter 1. 2. The Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself 
for us tha t He might redeem us from all lawlessness, and 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
Here it is sanctification, which is " through the blood of 
Jesus " ; and " unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus." How important tha t we should apprehend the 
purpose for which He died, and that we should answer 
to i t ! Let us mean what we say when, like Israel, we 
declare, " All tha t the Lord hath said will we do, and be 
obedient." 

Soon the opportunity was given for Israel to give effect 
to their words. In Exodus 25. the Lord speaks unto Moses, 
saying, u Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring 
Me an offering: of every man tha t giveth it willingly 
with his heart, ye shall take My offering. And 
let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 
them." Wha t unspeakable condescension and grace! To 
have Jehovah in their midst is indeed a privilege and an 
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honour beyond compare; yet it brings with it responsibilities 
great and grave. "Let them bring; let them make." Thus 
Jehovah appeals to their appreciation of Jlis greatness, 
and to their subjection to His will. " See that ye make all 
things according to the pattern " is His definite word. No 
alterations, no modifications, no additions. Only what 
the Lord commanded; nothing more, nothing less* In 
chapter 40. we read, " Thus did Moses: according to all 
that the Lord commanded him, so did he." Then a cloud 
covered the tent, and the glory of the Lord filled the taber­
nacle. This tells of Jehovah's approval of the work, and 
His acceptance of the tent as His dwelling-place. 

In a later day Jehovah dwelt in the house which Solomon 
built in Jerusalem, but to-day " the Most High dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands " (Acts 7. 48). Has God, 
therefore, no house? Indeed He has! u "Whose house are 
we if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end " (Heb. 3. 6). What and where, 
then, is this house? First, the individual believer is a 
temple ofsthe Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6. 19). Further, such 
believers, when builded together according to the pattern, 
are the temple of God (1 Cor. 3. 16). Further still, the 
many buildings fitly framed together groweth into an holy 
temple in the Lord (Eph. 2. 21). The Lord Himself is the 
centre, and around Him all find their place. " Unto Whom 
coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with 
God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a 
spiritual house " (1 Peter 2. 4, 5). " Let them measure the 
pattern," said God to His people of old through Ezekiel, 
and we would exhort His people to-day to do likewise. Let 
them measure themselves and their ecclesiastical associa­
tions by the pattern, and let them accept all that answers 
thereto, and reject all that does not. 

In the first day of the first month of the second year the 
tabernacle was set up (Exod. 40. 17); and Jehovah takea 
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His place therein and speaks therefrom, and: legislates'as to 
their drawing near to offer unto Him (Lev. 1.). This 
answers to what we find in 1 Peter 2.5 and Hebrews 13.16, 
which please read. In the fourteenth day of the first month 
the feast of the passover was kept (Num. 9. 5). First the 
house, then the feast! This also is G-od's order to-day. 
The feast of remembrance is the privilege of those who 
compose the House of God. 

In the first day of the second month (Num. 1. 1) the 
people are numbered by Jehovah's command. They are 
not together as a promiscuous crowd. There is Divine 
order—each is known, and all are numbered. The indi­
viduals, the families, the tribes, the camps—all forming the 
camp- In the midst Jehovah dwells. There is a definite 
M within," and a definite " without." They are commanded 
to put some "without the camp." This proclaims the 
discipline of the House of God. (See Matthew 18. 16-17, 
1 Corinthians 5., Titus 3.10 for kindred truths.) With the 
House of God are associated most hallowed privileges and 
most solemn responsibilities. "What, therefore, God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder. 

DAVID SMITH. 

(To be continued.) 

THE WORD. 

" THE Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we" 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from- the 
Father), full of grace and truth." 

As we read these words our minds naturally picture some 
glorious being, into whose presence we hardly dare come, a 
being before whom Solomon and all his glory would fade 
jnto utter insignificance, a being before whom all the earth 
ipould fall in adoring worship. Yet how different was the 
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reality 1 That poor, weary wanderer Who had not where to 
lay His head, the One of Whom it was scoffingly asked, 
" Is not this one the son of the carpenter? " the One JWho 
was ofttimes an hungered and faint and weary, is He of 
Whom the Apostle John says^ " We beheld His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father." 

"Confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness — He 
Who was manifest in flesh." 

As we ponder this mystery we call to mind the word 
which declares that we have entrance into the Holiest 
through the veil—that is, His flesh; and it is helpful to 
bear in mind that the flesh of the Lord Jesus was truly 
a veil, which, like the veil in the tabernacle of old, hid the 
glories within from the gaze of all, save those who were 
privileged to enter. And as men gazed upon the Lord 
Jesus as He walked about among them, the many saw 
nothing but the veil, the son of the carpenter. 

But there were a few who were mueh with Him, a few 
to whom it had been revealed that this was indeed the 
Qhrist, the Son of the living God ; and although their faith 
was much tried, and many of those who had followed with 
them at first had turned back because of His " hard say­
ings," yet they continued true to Him ; and when asked if 
they also would go away replied, " Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we have 
believed and know that Thou art the Holy One of God," 
And their faith was rewarded. To them it was given to 
see within the veil, to behold the very glory of God in the 
lace of Jesus Christ. 

In that upper room, the night in which He was betrayed, 
His loved and His own were privileged to enter into the 
Very Holy of Holies, and to hear from the lips of the Holy 
One Himself those wondrous truths recorded in the 14th, 
JL6th, 16th, and 17th chapters of the Gospel according to 
^phn. And to the request of Philip that they might be 
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shown the Father the reply of our Lord was, '' Have I been 
so long with you, and dost thou not know Me, Phil ip? He 
tha t hath seen Mo hath seen the Father." For this One 
was the effulgence of the Father 's glory and the very 
image of His substance, being the very image and glory 
of God—the Word made flesh. 

Do we not sometimes think, Oh, had I been there, had I 
only seen the Lord, how different it would have been ? Let 
us remember the word of the Lord to Moses as he stood at 
the bush of fire, Wha t is that in thine hand ? " Let us 
ask ourselves, brethren and sisters, Wha t is that book in 
our hands? Is it not the God-breathed Scriptures through 
which God reveals Himself as t ruly as He did in the Living 
Word ? Can we not still hear the gentle rebuke of the 
Lord, '• Have I been so long with you, and hast thou not 
known M e ? " ? 

Alas ! how long it has been with some of us, and how 
little do we know of the F a t h e r ; how often it gets leave to 
lie neglected on the shelf, and how often when we do take 
it down we fail to see beyond the veil, beyond the mere 
letter. I t seems full of hard sayings, and we are ofttimes 
weary, and our faith is much tr ied; and some, it may be, 
like those of old, even turn back and walk no longer with 
the Word. 

But let us remember that the letter of Scripture is like 
the body which our Lord took—the veil, that is; His flesh, 
a veil which hides from the eye of the flesh the glories 
which are therein revealed. For " the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him ; neither can he know them, for they are 
spiritually discerned." And just as men saw nothing more 
in the Lord than in any other man, and said of Him, " Is 
not this one the son of the ca rpen te r?" so many men see 
little more in the Bible than in any other book, although 
forced at times to admit, as they were of Him, u Never man 
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so spake." And they point to the human origin of the 
Bible as they did to that of the Lord, and so prove in them­
selves the t ruth of the Scripture which says, " The God of 
this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, thac 
the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, Who is the 
image of God, should not dawn upon them." 

But just as it was with those who followed with Him to 
the last, so will it be with us if we continue to hold fast the 
faithful Word. If, in spite of the many things which 
would tend to drive or entice us from the Word, we stick to 
it, follow it closely, and be much in its company, we will 
see more and more beyond the letter to the Lord Jesus 
Christ Who is therein revealed ; and with unveiled face 
reflecting as a mirror the glory of the Lord we shall be 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory. 

I t will no longer be, Is not this the son of the car­
pen te r?" but, " We know that Thou art the Holy One of 
God." And as we grow more familiar with it we shall see 
shining from every page the very glory of God, as we learn 
therein to see and to know the Father. 

Let us seek to have our " ears wakened morning by 
morning as they that are t augh t "—taugh t by the Living 
Word Himself Who has said :— 

Blessed is the man that heaveth Me, 
Watching daily at My gates, 
Waiting at the posts of My doovs. 
For whoso findeth Me findeth life"— 

even the life which is eternal, as we thus learn to KNOW 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom He has sent. 

AKTHTR 8. MCNAIEX. 
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THE RESURRECTION MORN. 

W H Y weepest thou? why mourning and forlorn? 
Leave, leave the weakling tear to those by Satan led! 

Go, greet the dawn of resurrection morn, 
'Tis not a time to weep! He lives—Who once was dead ! 

See break the golden sunrise calm and clear, 
Gilding with glory grand Mount Olive's shaggy brow; 

The ling'ring shadows slowly disappear, 
And pearly dewdrops gleam from every verdant bough. 

Far wafts the fragrance on the morning's breath 
Adown the vale by Kedron's limpid, rippling r i l l ; 

An ideal dawn ! rejoicing Nature saith, 
And hails her risen Lord—whilst thou art weeping sti l l! 

Be hushed the groan tha t rends thy sorrowing hear t ; 
The Lord is risen indeed ! the night away has passed; 

That night beheld t hy hopes and joys depart, 
But brightly breaks the morn on which no shade is cast. 

Nigh, nigh thee stands unknown thy riseii Lord ; 
He lives to wipe those tears for ever from thine eyes ! 

In pierced hands and feet and wound of sword 
Go, learn His love for thee—a love tha t never dies! 

Though now ascended to the throne above, 
His God and Father thine, go, singing, journey on; 

Whilst on thy vision bursts the land of love, 
And nerves thee to the path where t hy blest Guide 

has gone. 

" W h y weepest thou ? "—thus saith the Master still, 
And speaks to thee, 0 heart, by sorrow's tempest torn; 

Soon in the glory joy thy heart shall fill— 
On darkest night of woe there dawns the brightest 

morn ! 


