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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

WE are nearing the close of the Dispensation. 
There is no sign to be looked for, no pro

phetic event, no date Astronomical or Scientific to 
fix the year or day of the Lord's Personal Advent. 
A mathematical demonstration of the time when 
the shout and voice of the Coming One summons 
the saints to meet Him in the air is absolutely im
possible. Dates and all measures of time are con
nected with the sure word of Prophecy. But Christ 
Himself in His passionate love for the Church is 
the great, and grand Christian Hope. We WAIT, 
WATCH, and LOOK for Him. 

The brightness of the Hope must not be dimmed, 
nor personal love to Him weakened by the introduc
tion of dates or events between our souls and Christ. 

The Midnight Cry (Matt, xxv.) has broken in 
upon the sleeping Church, and with trimmed lamp 
the Virgins go out to meet the Bridegroom (verses 
6, 7). Our blessing and our duty is to get into 
immediate readiness to meet and greet our Coming 
Lord and Saviour. 

Christ Coming for us (John xiv. 3) is proof and 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

witness of His Personal LOVE to each one purchased 
by His precious blood. Christ coming ivith us to 
establish His Kingdom (Col. iii. 4) is the grand 
witness to His GLORY. 

Future predicted events and prophetic denomina
tions of time are of deepest interest and are of 
immense moral profit when the delight of our soul 
is Christ Himself and Christ only. 

May personal longing for Christ and a growing 
intelligence in the delightful study of Prophecy 
characterize every reader of these pages. 

WALTER SCOTT. 
1919. 
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V 

PROPHETIC SCENES AND 
COMING GLORIES 

Indication of the Near Return of our Lord 

H E A T H E N literature and certain supernatural 
signs in the heavens a considerable time 

before the Lord's birth in Bethlehem—"the 
City of David"—roused the Eastern World. A 

- Conqueror was expected, One who would shiver 
the Empire of the Csesars to atoms and establish 
on its ruin a world-wide and enduring sovereignty. 
Strange to say, this all-powerful Monarch was not 
looked for in Persia or Greece, but in a remote 
province of the fourth or " Iron " Empire. Further, 
the royal city of Judea—Jerusalem—was regarded 
as the metropolis of the coming King's universal 
Empire. Hence the visit of the Magi to Jerusalem. 
God in His wisdom ordered all. The pen of the 
Heathen and the Star in the east accomplished His 
purpose. The advent of the World's Deliverer was 
a matter of general expectation. 

May we not reasonably suppose a providential 
interference of God before the Lord's Second 
Advent ? " The Desire of all nations shall come." 
His Advent in the past stirred the East. His 
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Advent in the near future is simply forcing itself 
upon the earnest and devout attention of Christendom, 
of Judaism, and of Mohammedanism even. None 
but Christ can set the Church right and heal her 
divisions. None but Christ can solve the political 
and industrial problems which are baffling the 
statesmen of Europe and America. The incessant 
sorrows of a weary world, and increasing sins 
of men demand a Deliverer. A superhuman man 
is wanted. Where is he to be found ? Can the 
race supply such a Saviour as the world needs ?— 
wisdom to legislate, authority to govern, and power 
exercised in righteousness to make his presence 
felt and enforce his decrees in every part of the 
world ? No. The dazzling and flattering prospect 
of a " League of Nations " to curb the wild national 
will and passion for war, and bring in an era of 
peace, is but a dream ! The " League" will break 
up. It is Jehovah alone who maketh wars to cease 
(Ps. xlvi. 9). The strength of human will can alone 
be broken by a " rod of iron" wielded by God's 
King on Zion (Ps. ii.). The world is more or less 
looking out for such a man. We are looking up 
to the M A N Who now sits at God's right hand. 
The destinies of the Universe-—national and in
dividual—are centred in Him. He Who calmed 
the angry waves and boisterous winds which lashed 
the sea to fury, shall soon speak to a rebellious 
world, and there shall be a great calm for one 
thousand years. He shall lift the burden of sin 
and sorrow from Creation. Christ is God. His 
absolute knowledge of men qualifies Him for 
universal government (Heb. i. 8). Christ is Man, 
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THE NEAR RETURN OF OUR LORD 

hence His human ability to rule—love of righteous
ness and hatred of iniquity (Heb. i. 9) being the 
characteristic traits of perfect administration in 
public government. Satan has two lieutenants in 
reserve. Probably both are alive to-day, and are 
being trained and educated to take their allotted 
part in the great satanic crisis at hand. The one 
will head the political world and have his seat in 
Rome. The other is the personal Antichrist who 
rules religiously, first in Judea and subsequently in 
the wider field of Christendom. Those two arch 
enemies of Christ are described in Rev. xiiL, and 
are respectively spoken of " the Beast " (verses I —10) 
and " another Beast" (verses 11-18). 

God's one Man Whom l ie has made strong for 
Himself is at present hid in the heavens but ready, 
instantly READY, to assume the government of the 
world and lay His strong sceptre on a mad, 
rebellious, and apostate race. He comes after 
Satan has done his worst, turning the earth into a 
veritable hell and reducing the peoples—near and 
distant—into the most abject misery and unimagin
able sorrow ever known. Realize if you can the 
horror of a world directly governed by Satan on 
earth. Men will eagerly court death as a welcome 
release from the agony of that hour, but that is 
denied them. Squarely face the matter. It is either — 
the rule of Satan or the government of Christ. A t * 
the coming of the Lord, the race will have entered 
upon its final phase of wickedness on earth. 

Is the throne of unrighteousness to be permanently 
established ? Is evil to triumph over good ? Is 
Satan to be the victor in the scene which he 
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wrecked ? (see Gen. in.). Is God or Satan to be 
head and ruler of the Universe ? There can be 
but one answer to these questions. For 6000 years 
God has again and again providentially interposed 
in human history, and since the Cross—that culmin
ating act of wickedness—has left two great hindrances 
to the open and public outbreak of evil, i.e. the 
Holy Spirit and the Church (2 Thess, ii. 6, 7). 
When these are withdrawn the apostasy of 
Christendom is complete—darkness and corruption 
overspread the lands on which the Gospel for the 
last 300 years had brilliantly shone. The signs of 
the Lord's imminent return are simply forcing 
themselves upon the earnest attention of God's 
people. The Church sign ; the Industrial sign ; the 
Chronological sign ; the Jewish sign ; and the great 
Political sign surely and unitedly proclaim the 
grand truth— 

THE LORD IS AT HAND. 

Christ the Great and Glorious Hope 

Our Hope as Believers is the Personal Return of 
the Lord to take us to Himself, and afterwards to 
reign in glory, as He said, " / will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself u (John xiv. 3). Ah, that 
is it. Himself coming is our " blessed hope," and 
Himself in the Father's house and we like Him, 
morally (1 John iii. 2) and bodily (Phil. Ill, 21), our 
richest blessings. 

The Hope of the Church is the Personal Return 
of the Lord to claim " His own." He comes 
from heaven into the " air," and with " shout," 
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T H E G R E A T AND GLORIOUS HOPE 

" voice," and " trump " gathers His people from every 
land and clime, from tomb, earth, and sea. Not one 
redeemed through the precious blood of Christ will 
be left behind, whether then alive on the earth, 
resting in the grave, or the precious dust scattered 
to the four winds of heaven. The " shou t " is to 
startle. The "voice" is addressed to each whether 
awake or asleep. The " t r u m p " is the summons to 
enter the chariot-clouds and meet Him in the air. 
All are caught " u p " in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air—the trysting-place with our adorable 
Lord and Master (i Thess, iv. 17). He has made 
the appointment, and He will secure the meeting. 
Then will the Christ present to Himself His Church 
all glorious and spotless, without sign of age or 
decay, holy too and blameless (Eph. v. 25—27; 
Col. iii. 4). What is the hope of the Bride but the 
coming of the Bridegroom? (Rev. xxii. 17). Now 

* 

espoused to Christ, what is her hope but to have the 
relationship of wife established? (2 Cor. xi. 2, with 
Rev. xix. 7). What a hope! Christ coming per
sonally to take the Church to Himself, displaying 
her in the coming ages in joint-heirship over creation 
(Eph. i. 10, 11), and forming in her everlasting 
bridal affection and establishing eternal relationship 
(Rev. xxi. 2). We wait to take our part in His 
magnificent future. His is the Kingdom, His the 
Dominion, His the Inheritance. His Sun will never 
go down, His Glory never wane. 

The Hope of the Servant is to find the fruit of 
his labour in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
at His coming (1 Thess, ii. 19). " A n d now, little 
children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear, 
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PROPHETIC SCENES AND COMING GLORIES 

we (the servants) may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coining" (i John ii. 28). 
The crown of glory will, on the appearing of the 
Chief Shepherd, be set on the brow of the faithful 
labourer, now toiling amongst the Hock of God 
(1 Pet. v. 1-4). The crown of righteousness will 
be bestowed as reward of service, and to all who 
love His appearing (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8). 

There are four crowns held out as reward 
and encouragement. Every Christian receives a 
crown of gold (Rev. iv. 4). The faithful witness 
gains the crown of life (Rev. ii. 10). The devoted 
servant earns the crown of righteousness (2 Tim. iv. 
8). The crown of glory (1 Pet. v. 4) will be a rich 
recompense to the faithful pastor. 

Heralds of the grace and glory of the risen Lord, 
may ye be ready when thy Lord cometh and 
knocketh, to open unto Him "immediately" 
(Luke xii. 36). 

Jehovah-Jesus, the Saviour, is the alone Hope of 
Israel, as saith the weeping prophet, " O the hope of 
Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble " (Jer. 
xiv. 7—9). "All Israel shall be saved;" but how? 
and when ? There is no salvation for Israel as a 
people until they acknowledge their offence (Hosea 
v. 15), and turn to their long and bitterly rejected 
Messiah, saying, " Blessed is He that cometh (not 
that came) in the name of the Lord " (Matt, xxiii. 
39) ; then shall they see Him. Through mercy we 
have believed in Him Whom we have not seen 
(1 Pet. i. 8); Israel, Thomas-like, will believe when 
they see (John xx. 29). The blessing of Israel— 
effected by looking upon Him Whom they have 
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T H E GREAT AND GLORIOUS H O r E 

pierced—is yet future, as Zech. xii. clearly shows. 
Jerusalem besieged—not as before by the Romans, 
but by the north-eastern powers of the closing days; 
the city captured once, and a second time assaulted— 
is the interesting moment when the Lord interferes 
by descending from Heaven with His heavenly 
saints (Zech. xiv. 5) to Mount Olivet, effecting 
deliverance for His people and destroying their foes. 
It is the Lord's Personal intervention on behalf of 
Israel. His feet, not ours, treads the sacred Mount. 

Israel will then mourn in presence of her Messiah 
as did Jacob's children in presence of Joseph, of 
which it is a type. Then will have arrived the 
times and the seasons when the kingdom is 
restored "again" to Israel (Acts i. 6, 7 ) ; when the 
glorious declarations of prophets, and the theme of 
bards, will be fulfilled to the very letter. The 72nd 
Psalm is an actual and true description of these 
millennial days. Israel's hope then, whether for 
conversion as a people, or for glory of millennial 
times, is the Personal return of her Messiah. " The 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that 
turn from transgressions in Jacob, saith the Lord." 
Then follows a description of Zion's glory, which 
for beauty of language is matchless in the world's 
literature (Isa. lx.). He delivers Israel from her 
sins (Matt. i. 21) and from her enemies (Luke i. 71). 
" His mercy endureth for ever," twenty-six times re
peated (Ps. exxxvi,), will be Israel's shout of victory. 
Read the prophets as descriptive of what will 
actually take place. Alas! that Christians should 
seek to deny or fritter away the plain and obvious 
meaning of the numerous predictions in the Old 

7 



PROPHETIC SCENES AND COMING GLORIES 

Testament intimating a glorious future for the 
world and Israel. 

The Gentiles, or nations, will not be converted by 
the well-meant missionary and other evangelistic 
efforts of christian men and societies. That is not 
the Lord's present purpose, which is to " take out" 
from amongst the Gentiles a people for His name 
(Acts xv. 14). Then will the L O R D "gather the 
nations and " assemble the kingdoms," to " pour 
upon them mine indignation^ even all my fierce 
anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the 
fire of my jealousy " (Zeph. in. 8). The Church is 
being gathered in grace now; the nations will be 
gathered in judgment then. Look at that assembly 
of the might, chivalry, and power of Europe—of 
Christendom. Are they congregated to welcome 
the " Prince of the kings of the earth" ? N a y ; 
" And I saw the Beast (the resuscitated Roman 
Empire), and the kings of the earth (the political 
chiefs of Christendom), and their armies gathered 
together to make war against Him that sat on the 
horse and against His army" (the heavenly saints). 
What is the result ? An angel stands in the sun 
and invites the fowls of heaven to the supper of the 
great God. The civilized world unites in one mad 
and fell purpose, to dethrone Him from His royal 
seat of Universal Dominion. They utterly perish 
amidst the laughter of Heaven (Ps. ii.) and the jubilant 
strains of the glorified (Rev. xtx. 1—6). Is it 
possible to dream of a universal period of conversion 
by the preaching of grace ? No, no. One word, one 
short, emphatic statement dissolves the fancy of 
ages: "When Thy judgments are in the earth the 
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inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness" 
(Isa, xxvi. 9). What we find previous to the Lord's 
return is a rebellious world and a sleeping Church. 
The sounding of the midnight cry is not to effect 
the evangelization of the world, but to awaken the 
Church (Matt. xxv. 6, 7). The midnight cry has 
gone forth. The arrival of the Bridegroom may be 
momentarily expected. Are the foolish virgins, i.e. 
professors but not possessors of life and the Holy 
Spirit converted? They had no oil. Nay; when 
the Bridegroom comes the saved go in with Him to 
the marriage. The foolish virgins are shut out. 
The awakening of the Church to her ancient hope 
which had been maintained for the first 300 years, 
and not the conversion of the world, Is the great 
work preceding the Second Advent. Thus instead 
of the kingdom or Millennium before the Lord Jesus 
Christ comes ; instead of the world, or mass of it 
converted, it will be arrayed against Him. One 
half of the world, speaking generally, will be 
gathered against Jerusalem (Zech, xiv.); and the 
other half against the Lamb Himself (Rev* xix.). 

Does not our blessed Lord intimate the scarcity 
of faith on the earth at His coming when He said, 
" Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall 
He find faith on the ear th" ? (Luke xviii. 8). 
Judgments, therefore, of the most appalling char
acter known as " the wrath of the Lamb " will fall 
upon the Gentiles, especially on these highly favoured 
christian lands, for their abuse of grace and privilege. 
Severe judgments attend the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; afterwards will succeed the 
blessed era long since foretold by prophets, apostles, 
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and by the Lord Himself. The conversion of the 
Gentiles spared by the Lord, and their employment 
as publishers of His glory amongst the distant 
heathen (Isa. lxvi. 19); their blessed mission to 
gather the remnant of Israel then scattered amongst 
the nations as an offering to Jehovah in Jerusalem 
(verse 20) ; the grace, too, that will take of them 
for priests and Levites (verse 21) ; these and other 
blessings of the IOOO years' reign over the earth 
intimate a blessed future for the Gentiles. Christ 
will reign as " King over all the earth/' dispensing 
the blessings of His glorious rule to the distant isles 
of the Gentiles (Isa. li. 5), as also to the hitherto 
unconquered tribes of the great Arabian desert 
(Ps. lxxii. 9). In Him, therefore, shall the Gentiles 
trust {hope) (Rom. xv. 12). Again; Rejoice, ye 
Gentiles with His people (Rom. xv. 10, 11). Israel 
will occupy the chief place in the coming days 
of earthly glory (Deut, xxviii, 12, 13); then sub
ordinate^ the Gentiles (Isa. lx.; Ps. c.; Mai. i. 11, 
etc.). Jehovah will pour of His Spirit upon all 
flesh (Joel ii. 28), and the mass of the people then 
living will know the Lord, after the judgments 
have run their course, and wickedness on the earth 
punished. 

It is Christ and He alone Who in irresistible might 
will roll back the rushing tide of a lawless, godless 
democracy and rule with a rod of iron. He calls 
the spared and converted into the full enjoyment of 
His glorious reign. Such seems the plain force 
of these and numerous other unfailing declarations 
of God's blessed Word as to the Gentile future. 

The sin of Adam ruined creation, subjecting it to 
10 



THE WAITING ROOM 

vanity. The physical ruin of the earth, as in Gen. 1. 2, 
must be distinguished from its fall under Adam. 
Many ages may have elapsed between the two. It is 
in bondage to " corruption." For six thousand years 
it has been groaning and travailing together in all 
its parts in pain until NOW. What, then, is creation's 
hope? When will it emerge from its long millen
aries of bondage, into the " glorious liberty," rather 
" liberty of the glory of the children of God " ? Our 
future glory when displayed will liberate the groan
ing and suffering creation, and for that revelation 
creation anxiously awaits: " For the earnest expect
ation of the creature (creation) waiteth for the mani
festation of the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 19 -22) ; 
that " manifestation " takes place when Christ and we 
appear in glory (Col. iii. 4). Ps. lxv. and Hosea 
ii. 18-22 intimate a blessed future for this earth. 
Its jubilee will be celebrated in the song and dance 
of the ransomed (Ps. cl.). There will be a great 
calm for one thousand years. 

The Wai t ing Room and the Waiting Position 

Death cannot touch the " blessed hope." Some 
are waiting with the Lord in His own immediate 
presence ; others are waiting on the earth for 
Him. Whether, therefore, we " wake or sleep," we 
wait for the Lord to come. Death may change the 
" waiting room," but not the waiting position. The 
sleepers roused from death will accompany Jesus on 
I lis road to glory and the kingdom equally with 
the changed living (1 Thess, iv. 14). Jesus is 

"expect ing" (Heb. x. 13), and if called into His 
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presence, we wait with Him, for we are called to 
share in His kingdom and in His present patience 
(Rev. l. 9). 

T h e Blessed Hope and the Glorious Appearing 

The Lord Jesus Christ is Himself expressly 
declared to be "our hope" (1 Tim. i. 1). This 
" blessed hope," therefore, is independent of pro
phetic or other events. It is the subject of Divine 
Revelation alone made known in the New Testa
ment (1 Thess, iv. 15 ; 1 Col. xv. 51). Connect 

prophecy with Israel, and revelation with all that 
concerns the Church. He will come Himself. Far 
beyond the glory that will dazzle by its brightness, 
is the infinitely deeper, because distinctly moral 
glory in the person of the Lord. We look for a 
person to come ; even " Him who delivered us from 
the wrath to come." We wait for Jesus : that is 
our hope; it is neither crown, harp, robe, glory, nor 
kingdom, but Himself. It is well termed " that 
blessed or happy hope." We look for Christ, and 
He is better far than even the glory He brings. 
Christ and His glory form in one our hope. 

" The glorious appearing," or, " appearing of the 
glory," does not refer to Christ's coming for His 
saints, but to the after event—His coming with 
them. It is called the "appearing of the glory," 
because the world, angels, and the Church will 
witness it. It will be a grand public event; a 
spectacle worthy of the coming Christ; many 
dignities will be His in that day (Rev. xix. 12), 
As saints we tvait for the realization of that blessed 
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T H E KINGDOM AINU j n r , CHURCH 

hope; as servants we look for the appearing of the 
glory. The former is entirely of grace, the latter is 
connected with our responsibility. In the one we 
are immediately occupied with Himself as the 
morning star; in the other with the glory connected 
with the kingdom. Between the realization of the 
hope and the appearing of the glory, at least seven 
years transpire—Daniel's 70th week—but both are 
embraced in one common hope. 

The Kingdom and the Church 

The kingdom is the scene of displayed authority 
and glory (1 Cor. xv. 24 ; 2 Fet. i. 16—17; Ps. 
cxlv. 11-13). The Church, on the other hand, is 
the aggregate of the saved of this dispensation (Acts 
xx. 28 ; Eph. v. 23-25). When we speak of the 
kingdom, we think of Christ as King (Ps. ii.): 
when we speak of the Church, we think of Christ as 
its Head (Eph. v. 23). Many are now in the 
kingdom not truly converted to God (Matt. xiii. 
xxv. 1-12); none can be in the Church save those 
united to Christ by the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. xii. 12). 
The former is profession of life ; the latter reality of 
life; in the former, evil is not, in meantime, to be 
dealt with (Matt. xiii. 28-30) ; in the latter, evil is 
to be purged out (1 Cor. v.). 

The Kingdom of Heaven and Kingdom of God 

The kingdom of heaven is a phrase peculiar to 
the Gospel of Matthew, and is there used about 
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thirty times; it is a dispensational term ; whereas 
the kingdom of God is of moral application. The 
kingdom of heaven was preached as " at hand" 
(Matt. iii. 2) ; the kingdom of God too as "a t hand," 
but also as amongst them in moral power (Luke 
xvii. 21). The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven 
are unfolded in Matt. xiii. The kingdom in power 
is the grand subject of the Old Testament prophets. 
The former covers the present time. The latter is 
future. The kingdom of God was " come," because 
Christ was acting in kingly power in their midst 
(Matt. xii. 28). The kingdom of heaven could not 
be so spoken about, either in mystery or manifesta
tion, because for the former aspect of the kingdom, 
Christ must needs die and go to the right hand of 
God, while for manifestation Christ will come in 
glory; hence the kingdom of heaven is spoken of as 
" at hand" not as " come." The kingdom of heaven 
is a thing of " observation" ; but the kingdom of 
God cometh not with "observation" (Luke xvii. 20), 
that is, it has a distinctly moral character as in 
Rom. xiv. 17. Thus in all cases the larger ex
pression, " kingdom of God," covers the phrase 
"kingdom of heaven." We could not substitute 
" the kingdom of heaven " for that of " the kingdom 
of God," because the latter is sometimes used in an 
exclusively moral sense; but we could, generally at 
least, use " the kingdom of God " where " kingdom 
of heaven " occurs. The gospel of the kingdom is 
preached to the world at large. The results form 
the subject of Matt. xxv. 31-46—preached after 
the translation of saints to heaven (i Thess, iv. 17). 
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THE KINGDOM OF~THE SUN AND FATHER 

T h e Kingdom of the Son and the Kingdom of 
the Fa the r 

" The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity ; . . . then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father" (Matt. xiii. 41-43) . 
These verses contrast the kingdoms—the former 
being on earth, out of which offences and wicked 
men are gathered and cast into fire;''"the latter 
the scene of heavenly glory. The Millennium will 
have a glory celestial—kingdom of the Father; and 
a glory terrestrial—kingdom of the Son. The upper 
department, where Christ and His heavenly saints 
are located, is more immediately set in connection 
with the Father) the lower department, where re
stored and converted Israel and the Gentiles are 
gathered in^blessing, is set in direct connection with 
the Son of Man. The general term " the kingdom" 
includes both spheres of Divine government. 
1 The cloud of glory into which Moses and Elias 
entered with Christ above the Mount, and out of 
which the Father's voice uttered His delight in His 
Son, might be termed the kingdom of the Father 
(Luke ix. 34, 35); while the three disciples on the 
Mount, but not in the cloud, would fittingly represent 
the kingdom of the Son. 

T h e Parable of the Ten Virgins 

The teaching in this parable is undoubtedly 
christian. The pious God-fearing remnant of Israel 
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will not go "forth " to meet the Bridegroom. " Go 
ye out to meet Him " (Matt. xxv. 6) would fittingly 
express the christian position, but not the Jewish 
one. Christ coming to the " a i r " for us, and 
Messiah coming to Judea for the blessing of the Jew, 
characterize respectively the position of the Christian 
and of the Israelite. Blessing on the earth and in 
Judea under the peaceful reign of the Messiah is 
Jewish expectation; there is therefore no going 
forth > but rather the clinging to the land until the 
Messiah come. Besides, the slumbering condition 
out of which the virgins are roused (verses 5, 6) 
cannot apply to the future remnant of Israel. They 
will not be found asleep at that most interesting 
crisis in their history. They will sigh and cry 
through that short but terrible midnight when the 
murder of their Messiah and the guilt of a broken 
law will be owned and confessed as their own and 
the nation's sin (Psalms Ixxiv., lxxix.; Isa. lxiii. 
15-19, lxiv.; Ezek. ix. 4). 

T h e Lord's great Prophetic Discourse 
(Matt, xxiv., xxv.) 

Chapter xxiv. 1-44 is the Lord's coming in 
relation to the fews. 

Chapter xxiv. 45—xxv. 1-30 is the Lord's 
coming in relation to the professing Church. 

Chapter xxv. 31 -46 is the Lord's coming in 
relation to the Gentiles or nations. 

Chapter xxiv., verse 15, notes a most important 
point, due attention to which is most needful In 
the fixing of dates and in the understanding of 
the prophetic future. It brings us forward to the 
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future moment when the great Tribulation bursts 
forth after the Translation ( i Thess, iv. 17) and 
after the gathering of Judah to Palestine (Isa. xviii.). 
If compared with Dan. xti. 11, its future reference 
is clear: it marks too with distinctness the epoch of 
the awful time of Jacob's trouble. Then verses 16—28 
describe the terrible state of things in Palestine 
during the last half of Daniel's week of seven years, 
the period of the Tribulation; verses 2 9 - 4 4 relate 
events which follow the close of the Tribulation : the 
Personal Coming of the Son of Man in glory, and 
moral truth addressed to the conscience of the 
disciples—the representatives of the sufferers under 
the Beast and Antichrist 

The three parables which follow—the evil servant, 
the virgins, and talents—show the connection 
between service in the Church, waiting for Christ, 
and service in the world. They should be deeply 
pondered by every saint and servant of God. 

The judgment of the nations by the Son of Man 
A\% a calm and solemn scene, but it is held on earth. 

It is the judgment of the living, not of the dead. 
It only needs careful reading and a little attention 
to the connection to dispel the idea that it is the 
last judgment—the closing section of the discourse, 
xxv. 31-46 . 

The Brethren, the Sheep, and Goats 
of Mat t . xxv. 31-46 

When Jesus, as Son of Man, comes and sits upon 
the throne of His glory, He resumes Jewish con
nections. The coming here referred to is subsequent 
to the battle scene of Rev. xix. In prophetic 
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symbology the "horse" precedes the "throne." 
Those, therefore, whom He here speaks of as " my 
brethren " are Jews, earthly brethren of the Messiah, 
sent out at the close of this age to preach amongst 
the nations (after the translation of the saints) " the 
gospel of the kingdom" (Matt. xxiv. 14). As 
these messengers of the King are received or 
rejected—the message accepted or spurned, the 
King regards as done to Himself. The treat
ment accorded to the King's servants and message 
form the ground of judgment upon the nations. 
Those who accepted the message and bowed to it 
are termed " sheep," and take their place at the 
King's right hand, going into everlasting life on 
earth; while those who refused and insulted the 
messengers are called " goats," and have to take their 
place at the King's left hand, going into everlasting 
punishment; the blessing of the " sheep" and the 
judgment of the " goats" are definite and final. 
This preaching as also that of the "everlasting gospel" 
(Rev. xiv. 6) succeeds the present preaching of God's 
grace. It is important to bear this in mind. 

A few points of contrast between the judgment 
of the nations on earth with that of the raised dead 
may help to clear away the difficulties of some. 

Rev. xx. records the judgment of the dead, this 
of the living; that of individuals, this of nations; 
that in the eternal state, this judgment is in t ime; 
that speaks only of one class of persons, this of 
three classes; that has books of works, this has 
none; that has its book of life, this has not ; 
that does not speak of a " Coming," this does; 
that speaks of God and men only, this of the Son, 
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T H E LATTER TIMES AND T H E LAST DAYS 

men, and angels; that shows the heaven and earth 
fleeing away, this shows a continuance of the heaven 
and the earth; that speaks of a great white throne, 
this of a throne of glory. 

T h e Lat ter Times and The Las t Days 

Were we asked to define some of the character
istics of the papal system, we would read verses 
1-3 of 1 Tim. iv. The distinguishing features of the 
Romish Church are graphically delineated in these 
verses. The Apostle meets this greatest of all 
religious iniquities by a lofty statement of Christianity 
(chap. iii. 16). We take it, therefore, that " the 
latter times " specially refers to the dark or middle 
ages; of course the principles and workings of these 
" t i m e s " were quickly perceived by the keen and 
observant eye of the Apostle as then existing. 
" Some shall depart from the faith" is not, how
ever, the same as a general departure from it, as 
in 2 Thess, ii. 3. 

" T h e last days" (2 Tim. iii. 1-5) refer to the 
closing days of Christendom, tvhich have now set in. 
All the second Epistles contemplate more or less 
the closing period of Christendom's history. If 
" the latter t imes" delineate papal apostasy, " the 
last days" show a revival of pagan wickedness 
(compare with the close of Romans i.). 

"The Day of God," "The Day of the Lord," 
and "The Day of Christ" 

" T h e day of God" (2 Pet. iii. 12) refers to 
God as the root and source of that solemn future 



PROPHETIC SCENES AND COMING GLORIES 

lying before Christians, men, and the world. 
A day in which His intervention is immediately and 
openly displayed in the closing stages of human 
history. " The day of the Lord " (2 Pet. iii. 10) is a 
familiar expression in the writings of the prophets; 
is also frequently used in the pages of the 
New Testament. It signifies that period of a 
thousand years regarded as " one day" (2 Fet. iii. 
8—io), when judgment will be executed upon the 
wicked on earth, and the world ruled in strict 
righteousness. At the close of this period the 
heavens and earth with all their colossal works and 
monuments are overwhelmed in one vast catastrophe, 
thus bringing the day of the Lord to a close. " The 
day of Christ" (Phil. i. 10). This term denotes 
that Christ as man will have His day and His 
rights and glories accorded Him. A day it will be 
of wondrous blessing, when, after the judgments 
introductory to His beneficent rule over the earth 
have been exhausted, He will reign in the peaceful 
and glorious character of Solomon. His saints 
raised and changed will share His glory, and be 
associated with Him in joint-heirship over creation; 
that will be " the day of Christ." 

Christ 's Coming for and with His Saints 

The return of the Lord from Heaven accompanied 
by all His saints and angels to rule and reign over 
the earth is the great theme of the prophets of old. 
That coming will be marked by Divine majesty and 
power. It is obvious, however, that there must 
have been a " taking up " of the saints to the Lord 
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CIIKISTS COMING 

before they could possibly accompany Him in His 
glorious return. The only passage which unfolds 
in detail the catching up of the saints as intro
ductory to their return with the Lord is I Thess. iv. 
15-17. The Lord comes Himself, unattended and 
without any displayed glory. He descends into 
the " a i r " to meet His redeemed. The "shout," 
" voice," and " trump " are heard only by His own. 
Others are not here in question. The righteous 
dead of this and previous ages will be raised 
immortal, incorruptible, and in glory, and the living 
on earth changed; then all " together" caught up 
to meet the Lord. He descends from Heaven ; we 
are caught up in the clouds from earth, and thus 
meet our Lord. The meeting-place, " the air," is 
only once thus named in Scripture. Where we 
meet is important, but whom we meet is the point for 
the heart attached to the Lord. This beautiful 
order is a distinct and specific revelation to the 
Apostle. Such is the force of the words, " This we 
say unto you by the Word of the Lord" (1 Thess. 
iv. 15). Take any of the numerous passages 
which speak of the glory of Christ's Second Advent 
and contrast them with this precious Scripture, and 
the difference between His Personal and private 
descent into the air for His own, and the after event, 
His glorious appearing with His saints, will be at 
once perceived. 

The distinction between His coming into the 
"air"for His own (1 Thess, iv. 17) and His subse
quent return in power and glory with His saints, 
is the key to many difficulties. This latter event 
stands connected with the whole scheme of prophecy ; 
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the former is a personal matter between the Lord 
and His people, and is entirely outside the range of, 
and stands distinctly apart from all prophetic and 
other subjects. Our hope is independent of circum
stances. Not a single passage in the Old Testament 
speaks of the coming for the saints; they all refer 
to the coming with the saints, as " the LORD my 
God shall come, and all the saints zvith thee " (Zech, 
xiv. 5). 

"Them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him" (i Thess, iv. 14) 

The Thessalonians had been lately converted, 
when they were written to by the Apostle—the first 
written of the Pauline Epistles—and were living in 
immediate expectation of the return of God's Son 
from Heaven ; but while waiting and watching, some 
fell on sleep. The enemy sought to disturb the 
minds of these fresh, affectionate, but not established 
saints, by suggesting that their deceased brethren 
would lose somewhat in the glory of the coming 
reign. Not so, death would not interfere nor prevent 
their reign in glory. Thus writes the Apostle: 
" for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring zvith Him." When God brings Christ into 
the world again, He will bring your deceased brethren 
with Him. The parenthetic verses (15-17) unfold 
that which will take place previously. The dead 
will be raised and the living changed, and together 
meet Him in the " air." After this " a i r " meeting 
has taken place, God will bring Jesus and the saints 
from Heaven to reign. 
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" T H E DEAD IN CHRIST" 

" T h e Dead in Christ shall rise first" 
(I Thess , iv. 16) 

The contrast in the verse is between the dead 
in Christ and the living in Christ; certainly not 
between the righteous dead and the wicked dead, as 
some have strangely enough supposed. The con
text here, as elsewhere, decides the point. The 
meaning is, " the dead in Christ" shall rise before 
the living are changed. Priority is accorded to 
those who sleep, but all will be done in the twinkling 
of an eye. The first, then, who answers to the 
Lord's shout and voice are the dead ; " THEN we 
which are alive and remain." Such is the Divine 
order, and such seems to be the purport of the words, 
" The dead in Christ shall rise first." There is no 
necessity for confining the expression to those who 
die from Pentecost. The Old Testament saints and 
others, as John Baptist, who died before the descent 
of the Holy Ghost to form the Church at Pentecost 
(Acts ii.), are raised to share the heavenly glory of 
Christ. We apprehend they are the guests at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. xix. 9 ) ; as also 
the Bridegroom's friends (John iii. 29). The Bride 
and the guests surely are distinct. At the "voice" 
of the Son of God "they that are Christ's at His 
coming" (1 Cor. xv. 23) shall be raised. Would 
any one venture to say that the Old Testament 
saints are not Christ's ?—that they do not belong to 
Him? "They that are Christ's at His coming" 
really decides the point. All saints, then, who have 
died from Adam up till the moment of the Lord's 
descent into the air, according to 1 Thess, iv. 16, 
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17, will be raised as a whole to share with the living, 
then—changed—the heavenly and millennial glories 
of Christ. The Apocalyptic martyrs are raised after 
the marriage of the Lamb and just on the eve of 
Christ's assumption of the kingdom (Rev. xx. 4). 

The Seven T r u m p e t s of the Apocalypse and the 
"Last Trump" of 1 Cor. xv. 52 

The sounding of the Apocalyptic trumpets is 
some time after the blast of " the last t rump" 
(1 Cor. xv. 52); spoken of by the same Apostle as 
" the trump of God" (1 Thess, iv. 16). Clearly, 
therefore, they cannot be identical. Moreover, the 
trumpets of the Revelation announce judgments 
upon the earth then in apostasy from God. " The 
last trump," on the contrary, is the last summons to 
the saints dead or living on the earth. This last 
message from God to His people is at the epoch of 
Christ's second coming; the effect is, the dead are 
raised and the living are changed. The righteous 
whether alive or dead will alone hear the blast of 
the trump. To them and for them only it 
sounds. We connect the passage, therefore, with the 
one of similar import in 1 Thess, iv. 16. The great 
trumpet of Isa. xxvii. 13 and that of Matt. xxiv. 31 
seem identical. It is God's summons to His earthly 
people to return to Palestine. 

Saints embraced in "The First Resurrection" 

" Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection ; on such the second death hath no 
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" T H E FIRST RESURRECTION" 

power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years " 
(Rev. xx. 6). These words, although occurring in a 
semi-symbolic book, must be taken in their simple 
and obvious meaning. " The Revelation" is 
not a book of symbols, but symbol, vision, and 
literal statement make up the book. The first 
resurrection has Christ as the first-fruits of the 
resurrection-harvest, afterwards they that are Christ's 
at His coming, then the martyrs and others who die 
after the Church's removal to Heaven and up to the 
epoch of the introduction of the world-kingdom of 
Christ. Thus every saint of God, who has died or 
will die, is embraced in the first resurrection. " But 
the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished." This is conclusive to us that 
there will be no death amongst saints on earth 
during the millennial reign, because " the rest of 
the dead" clearly refers to the wicked. The first 
resurrection is of saints, and of saints only, and is 
finished at the commencement of the kingdom reign, 
for all who have part in it shall reign with Christ 
a thousand years; the second resurrection is of 
the wicked, and of wicked only, at the close of the 
kingdom reign of a thousand years. This distinction 
disposes of the common notion of one general 
resurrection. There will be a " resurrection of life " 
and a " resurrection of damnation" (John v. 29), 
separated, however, we are told in Rev. xx. 5, by the 
period of a thousand years. This lengthy denomina
tion of time occurs six times in that wonderful chapter 
(Rev. xx.). 
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The Call of the Spirit and the Bride 
(Rev. xxii. 17) 

In the previous verse Jesus announces Himself 
as the root and offspring of David, and the bright 
and morning star; at once the tenderest affections 
of the Bride are awakened, her heart is deeply 
stirred, and she answers the presentation of Himself 
by saying " Come." It is a happy fellowship greet
ing to the Blessed One, for the Spirit and the Bride 
say "Come." It is the united voice of the Spirit 
and the Church. Individually, too, one has part in 
the expressed yearning of heart for the coming of 
Jesus: " Let him that heareth say, Come." Then 
follows the invitation to the sinner : "And let him that 
is athirst come." This third " Come " is addressed 
to the sinner thirsting for the waters of eternal life. 
" And whosoever will let him take the water of life 
freely "; not the thirsty only, but all who " will " 
may come; the waters are free, and the invitation is 
creature-wide. "Whosoever will" excludes none, but 
may embrace all. Delay on the part of the Lord 
in answer to the call of the Spirit and the Bride can
not for a moment be entertained. This " Come" has 
not yet gone forth. It may at any moment thrill and 
throb the heart of the Church. Instantly he responds. 

"One shall be taken, and the Other left" 
(Matt. xxiv. 40, 41) 

The words refer to the separation of persons in 
Judea at the coming of the Son of Man. The one 
" taken " is for judgment; the other " left" is for 
blessing. Jewish hope being blessing in the land 
promised to Israel in the Psalms and by the Prophets, 
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quite removes the difficulty as to the one " taken, 
and the other left." Taken for judgment ; left for 
millennial blessing is, we apprehend, the meaning. 
At the coming for the saints, the Jewish order is 
reversed, the one taken is for heavenly blessing ; the 
one left is for damnation (2 Thess, ii. 12). The 
truth is simple but weighty. The Christian blessing 
is heavenlyy the Jewish blessing is earthly. 

Character of the Sea l - Judgments 

We have seven Seals successively opened by the 
Lamb (Rev. vi. and vtii. 1). (Chapter vii. forms no 
part of the Seals, being a parenthetic interruption 
in the course of the events.) The living creatures, 
say to the immediate instruments of judgment, 
" Come," and at once the summons is obeyed ; the 
additional words, " and see," in verses I, 3, 5» 7 
delete, as authorities agree to omit. Seal 1. A 
victorious conqueror, but whose extensive conquests 
will be effected without much bloodshed — not 
Christ. Seal 2. The almost bloodless victories of 
the white horse and his crowned rider with bow in 
hand, is succeeded by a red horse and rider wielding 
a great sword, thus signifying a general war and 
terrible bloodshed amongst the nations. Seal 3. 
Here we have a black horse and bread doled out 
by weight. A general scene of mourning and 
lamentation is here intimated, accompanied by a 
famine; the wealthy and governing classes being 
spared for a time, " Hurt not the oil and the 
wine"—the luxuries of the rich. Seal 4. Mere the 
pale i horse and its rider named Death, as also the 
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outpouring of God's four sore plagues (Ezek. xiv. 
21), make up a fearful picture of death and desola
tion. Seal 5 intimates a dreadful slaughter and 
persecution of the saints. Seal 6 intimates a 
general break-up of all civil and political society.' 
Seal 7 is introductory to the Trumpet-series of 
judgments. 

Character of the Trumpet-Judgments 

The judgments here recorded (Rev. viii. 2-ix., 
xi. 14—18) are more severe than those under the 
Seals, but more limited in their range. Here we 
have angelic action. Trumpet I. The general 
prosperity of the revived fourth Empire is de
stroyed—signified by the grass, and distinguished 
persons overwhelmed with judgment—the trees. 
Trumpet 2. Judgment upon the nations outside the 
Roman earth—the sea, and which is executed by a 
mighty power itself under judgment—a burning 
mountain (Jer. li. 25). Trumpet 3. A fallen and 
apostate power effecting the moral ruin of the nations. 
Trumpet 4. The supreme and subordinate authorities 
of the Empire smitten by judgment. Trumpet 5, or 
first " woe." Diabolic power in Judea exercised 
upon apostate Israel. Trumpet 6, or second " woe." 
This fearful judgment will come from the East—the 
Euphrates^ and desolate the prophetic earth (sphere 
of christian profession) with death—moral and 
physical; these christianized lands will, as a conse
quence of this scourge, become utterly apostate. 
Trumpet 7, or third "woe," grandly announces the 
establishment of the world-wide kingdom of our 

Lord and of His Christ. 
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Character of the Vial-Judgments 

These Vial plagues are direct inflictions by God, 
and are truly awful in severity and unlimited in 
their range (Rev. xvi.). Vial I. Here the scene of 
the four Gentile monarchies is swept by destruction, 
and marked judgment inflicted upon all connected 
with the Beast. Vial 2. The outlying nations are 
given up to utter and complete apostasy. Vial 3. 
Here the settled nationalities of the earth are given 
to taste to the full the bitter anguish of civil, moral, 
and religious apostasy; the righteous ground of 
judgment is also given (verses 5-7). Vial 4. Earth's 
supreme civil authority—the sun, becomes the 
means of intense anguish. Vial 5. The seat of 
authority and capital of the apostate Empire is here 
visited in judgment. Vial 6. The powers of the 
East arrayed against the nations of the West; all 
gathered by Satan for the last dreadful conflict. 
Vial 7. The completion of God's wrath, ere the 
King of kings and LORD of lords come ; mankind 
is in terror. A universal rupture of society takes 
place. / / is done. 

Kings ! Kings !! K i n g s ! ! ! 

1. The ten kings of Europe and their respective 
kingdoms constitute the territorial extent and 
strength of the Beast or revived Empire of Rome 
(Rev. xvii.). 

2. The kings or political heads of the East 
(Rev. xvi. 12), India, Japan, China, and other 
Mohammedan Powers; see ix. 14-19. 
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3. Kings or political chiefs of the earth, i.e. Chris
tendom. No doubt America and the distant 
Colonies of England are embraced in the expression 
" The kings of the earth" (Rev. xvi. 14, xix. 19). 

Satanic Combinations 

The spirit of combination is abroad and nothing 
can arrest its progress. Its Satanic development is 
yet future, thank God. Individual action in social, 
political, and religious life is becoming increasingly 
difficult. Satan is behind the present movement, 
secretly shaping its course and giving his wisdom to 
its policy. 

Lawlessnes and a growing contempt of all 
authority—Divine and human (Ps. ii.; 2 Pet. ii. 10, 
11 ; Jude 8-10)—-are characteristic indications that 
Christendom is about to pass under the government 
of Satan controlled by his two chief ministers— 
the Beast, and the Lawless One or Antichrist 
(2 Thess, ii.). Then individual liberty will be 
crushed out. Personal responsibility to God and 
fidelity to the truth must be maintained at the cost 
of life itself. What a scene in the dark future 
nigh at hand. God openly denied and unblushingly 
blasphemed, accompanied with a system of the most 
frightful tyranny over the bodies and souls of men 
ever witnessed beneath the sun. 

The Beast combination is of ten kingdoms—of 
European Powers (Rev. xvii.). 

The Religious combination is headed up and 
unified in the Great Whore (Rev. xvii., xviii.). 

The North-Eastern combination of Powers seeks 
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"SLEEP IN THE DUST OF THE E A R T H " 

the utter destruction of the Jews as a nation 
(Ps. lxxxiii.). 

The Industrial combination seeks to control the 
trade and commerce of the world, and decrees death 
by starvation to all who refuse obedience to its 
command (Rev. xiii. 11-17). 

The Russian combination of Allied Powers, 
including Germany, has for its object to plunder and 
destroy the Hebrew Commonwealth—this after the 
Lord has come in power, but they know it not 
(Ezek. xxxviii., xxxix). 

"Sleep in the Dust of the E a r t h " (Dan. xii. 2) 
* 

The first verse of the chapter reveals the deliver
ance of the Jews in the land at the close of the 
coming tribulation, while the second verse intimates 
a moral resurrection of that part of the nation found 
outside the land and scattered world-wide. " The 
dust of the earth" would express the depths of 
humiliation and degradation in which the Jews are 
at present. How apt the figure, therefore, of 
resurrection to the nation who will arise from her 
moral death of many centuries! The quickening 
here spoken of is evidently a moral one; the same 
as in Ezek. xxxvii.; Isa. xxvi. 19, etc. 

" T h e Valley of dry Bones" (Ezek. xxxvii.) 

This refers to Israel's condition immediately pre
ceding her spiritual resurrection and revival in her 
land. In Isa. xxvi. 19 Israel is styled by Jehovah 
" My dead body," and there, as here, her future in 
life and blessedness in the land is intimated, after 
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her many centuries of trial are over—the only 
people distinct in physiognomy, character, and 
national faith, without political existence and with
out a home and country. Hence she is regarded 
by the Hebrew prophets as dead, and her future 
revival is spoken of as resurrection. 

T h e Twenty-four Elders of Rev. iv. 

The twenty-four elders of I Chron. xxiv. were 
the respective heads or chiefs of the Aaronic priest
hood. As a symbol they represent the priestly 
service of the Old and New Testament saints in 
Heaven. They are twelve times mentioned In the 
Apocalypse; first in chap, iv., last in chap. xix. 4. 

That they represent the risen and glorified saints 
is evident from their combined royal and priestly 
service; their intelligence (chap. v. 5 ) ; their wor
ship (v. 9 ) ; their dignity (iv. 4) ; and their robes 
(iv. 4, compare with xix. 8). Further, that they 
represent all the worshipping company of the 
redeemed in Heaven, from Adam till the translation 

"of the saints, is equally clear, as we hear no more 
of Churches (save Babylon) after chapter iii., 
and the Bride and guests are in Heaven in chapter 
xix. The conclusion therefore is evident that these 
elders, who are representatives of the redeemed, will 
have been taken to Heaven according to the terms 
of 1 Thess, iv. 15-17. This removal of the saints 
from earth to Heaven, although not mentioned in the 
Apocalypse, must necessarily take place between the 
close of the third and the opening of the fourth 
chapters, as it is the representatives of the heavenly 

32 



PROPHETIC PART OF THE REVELATION 

company of the redeemed who are seen seated, 
crowned, and clothed in chapter iv. This explana
tion meets difficulty, and gives great simplicity in 
the understanding of the structure of the Revelation. 

The strictly Prophetic Part of the Revelation 

Chapter vi. commences the prophetic action of 
the book. Chapters ii. and iii. trace the course of 
the Church's history from the close of the Apostolic 
era, till it is spued out. Its loathsome rejection in 
Laodicea is final (chap. iii. 16). Chapters iv., v. 
show the saints in Heaven seated, crowned, and 
robed. Then follows the strictly prophetic part 
of the book (vi.) commencing with Seal judgments, 
and closing with a description of the eternal state, 
chap. xxi. i—8. The millennial and governmental 
story of the Church is the subject at length of 
chap. xxi. 9-xxii. 5. The Revelation, therefore, 
from chap. vi. till verse 5 of chap. xxii. 5 awaits 
fulfilment. 

Length of Time between the Translation 
and the Appearing 

Daniel's last week of seven years (chap. ix. 27) 
forms no part of this Church age. It will commence 
after the national return of the Jews to their land, 
after the revival of the long defunct Latin Empire, 
after, too, the public appearance of the Antichrist on 
the prophetic scene. The mass of the Jewish people, 
then in apostasy, will enter into covenant with the 
head of the Latin Empire. This unholy league is 
made for "one week" or seven years (verse 27, 
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Dan. ix). These Jewish scenes and circumstances 
suppose the Church in Heaven, and in point of fact 
it is so, as the numerous events from chap. vi. till 
chap xix. of the Apocalypse cover this same time 
referred to by Daniel, A period, therefore, of at 
least seven years transpires between the rapture of 
the saints to Heaven and their subsequent descent 
with the Lord. 

Denominations of Time in Rev. xii. and xiii. 

In the first of these periods, 1260 days (xii. 6), 
God is graciously registering, and that daily y the 
time of His people's sore affliction under the Beast 
and Antichrist. It will prove a blessed comfort to 
the sufferers in those days of unparalleled sorrow 
to know that the time of their awful distress is 
divinely measured, and beyond that the enemy is 
powerless. " For the elect's sake those days shall 
be shortened" (Matt. xxiv. 22). 

In the second of these periods—time, times, and 
half a time (xii, 14)—it is not so much God's eye 
resting on the suffering remnant of Israel as the 

fact of her escape from the Great Dragon, hence the 
whole time is slumped up as a time (a year), times 
(two years), and half a time (six months)—compare 
Daniel iv. 16-37 for the force of this measure of 
time. 

The third period is briefly stated to be forty-two 
months (xiii. 5), during which the Beast (resuscitated 
Roman Empire) blasphemes God and those in 
connection with Heaven, and makes war against 
the saints. It will be observed that those three 
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periods refer to the same time; namely, to the great 
tribulation, the last half of Daniel's 70th week of 
seven years. As these measures, therefore, are 
differently expressed, although referring to the same 
time, and make up singly 3 \ years spoken of by 
Daniel as commencing " the midst of the week" 
(chap. ix. 27), we are forced to the conclusion that 
these periods must be understood literally. Any 
interpretation other than the literal one introduces 
endless confusion, and is positively misleading to 
the Student and Reader of the Prophetic Scriptures. 
The months are of 30 days each. 

The Seventy W e e k s of Daniel (Dan. ix. 24-27) 

This justly celebrated prophecy is an interesting 
study—the due understanding of which is most 
needful to students of the prophetic word. The 
seventy weeks—weeks of years—cover a period of 
490 years. " Know therefore and understand that 
from the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince, shall 
be seven weeks (49 years), and threescore and two 
weeks (434 years); the street shall be built again 
and the wall even in troublous times" (Dan. ix. 
25). When was this decree respecting the rebuild
ing of Jerusalem given ? It will be found in 
Nehemiah, chap. ii. From the granting of 
Artaxerxes* decree, therefore, unto Messiah's public 
entry into Jerusalem as Judah's Prince and King 
(Matt. xxi. 5 with Zech. ix. 9), we have a period in 
all of 483 years. Now, it is most important to note, 
that that which follows forms no part of these weeks, 
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but comes in after the conclusion of the 69th week, 
and before the opening of the 70th. The death of 
the Messiah; the destruction of Jerusalem; and a 
long period of appointed desolation arc the events 
which were to happen between the 69th and 70th 
weeks, yet forming no part of either (verse 26). 
This, then, is a parenthetic period of great importance, 
and which has already lasted nigh 2000 years. If 
the parenthesis between these periods (verse 26) be 
not seen, the prophetic future will be wrapped in 
confusion, and the student will find himself involved 
in inextricable difficulty; admit the parenthesis, and 
all becomes clear. 

During this time the testimony to the risen Son 
of God is being published world-wide. God is 
gathering out by the ministry of the Word and the 
testimony of the Spirit, a people for the name of 
His Blessed Son. The Bride is being called out 
and conducted through the wilderness to Christ as 
Rebecca was to Isaac (Gen. xxiv.). Joint dominion 
and lordship over all the works of God's hands have 
been conferred on Christ as man, and also on the 
members of His body—heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ. Now, when this present work of grace 
and glory is over,, when the family are gathered home 
to the many-mansioned house of the Father (John 
xiv. I, 3), then the course of the seventy weeks is 
resumed. The seven years needed for the com
pletion of the whole period (490 years) is thus 
future. The Jews in their land, the temple rebuilt, 
and covenant making between the mass of the 
people and the head of the fourth Empire are 
needful circumstances for the fulfilment of this last 
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prophetic period of seven years (Dan. ix. 27). The 
seventy weeks, or 490 years of Daniel's celebrated 
prophecy, form no part of this period of God's long
suffering grace to the world—a period undetermined 
in Scripture. 

The " Fall ing Away," or the Apostasy 
(2 Thess , ii. 3) 

Apostasy is not the corruption of Christianity, as 
at present (see Jude), but its total abandonment, by 
the mass of the people now professing It. The 
Apostasy signifies discarding the Bible, complete 
denial of all christian truth, the Cross scorned, and 
God and His authority contemptuously and publicly 
rejected. After the removal of the saints to Heaven 
the forms of Christianity may be retained for a 
t ime ; but, alas! for these lands of Christendom 
where the torch of Divine truth has been kindled. 
The Apostasy will be wide-spread. The worship of 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—the Divine 
Trinity—will be set aside for the worship of Satan, 
the Beast, and the False Prophet—the infernal 
trinity—(Rev. xiii.). Peter, in his Second Epistle, 
delineates the wickedness of the closing days of 
Christendom ; but Jude's short Epistle goes a step 
beyond, and sketches with remarkable energy the 
Apostasy of Christendom. We are rapidly nearing 
the final consummation when darkness envelops 
Christendom, and when the saints of old, and those 
of this Dispensation will have been translated to 
their Home above. 
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T h e Apostasy and the Antichrist (2 Thess, ii. 1-3) 

After the removal of the Church and before the 
day of the Lord, " a falling away," literally " the 
Apostasy," and the revelation of the Man of Sin, or 
the Antichrist, are predicted events. Carefully note 
the reasoning of the Apostle. He uses the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together 
unto Him (2 Thess, ii. 1), as argument and motive 
of comfort to the troubled Thessalonians, and in 
proof that the day of the Lord (see Alford) was not 
present (verse 2). Why should they be shaken in 
mind or agitated in spirit by Jewish or heathen 
persecution ? Why mistake these troubles for the 
day of the Lord ? Some emissaries of Satan had 
by voice and pen (verse 2) wickedly used the 
Apostle's name in falsely asserting that the day of 
the Lord was then present, and that the troubles 
through which the saints were passing was proof 
thereof. The Lord had not come, and they had 
not been gathered to Him. How then could the 
judgments have set in, when " the day" with which 
the judgments stand connected had not arrived ? 
Another consideration adduced in proof that the 
day of the Lord was not present, was that there 
must "come a falling away first? and the Man of 
Sin be revealed, the " son of perdition." 

In the day of the Lord, apostate Christendom 
and the personal Antichrist or Man of Sin would 
be singled out as special subjects of Divine judgment, 
but the Apostasy must have taken place and the 
Man of Sin revealed previously. The argument 
of the Apostle briefly stated is: " The day of 
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the Lord is not present because the Lord has not 
come, and we are not gathered unto Him ; secondly, 
the day of the Lord is not present because the 
Apostasy and the Man of Sin are not yet de
veloped. Thus the Apostasy will take place and 
the Antichrist be revealed after the removal of the 
Church, and before the revelation of the Lord from 
Heaven with all His heavenly saints. If the chapter 
be carefully considered, other and weighty considera
tions will present themselves in proof of what is here 
stated. 

Titles and Doings of the Antichrist 

( i ) "Antichrist" is a term found only in John's 
Epistles, and is used as defining his anti-religious 
character in denying the Father and the Son. He 
sets himself in direct and satanic opposition to 
revealed christian revelation ( i John ii. i8 , 
22). (2) "Man of Sin" (2 Thess, ii. 3). Every 
form of iniquity will be fully developed in a man ; 
sin, so to speak, will be concentrated in one individual, 
here called " that man of sin." (3) He is also 
styled " The Son of Perdition" (2 Thess, ii. 3), as 
significantly expressive of his awful origin and 
terrible end. He miserably and everlastingly 
perishes with his partner in crime, the Beast 
(Rev. xix. 20). (4) "That Wicked" or "Lawless 
One" (2 Thess. iL 8), the very personification of 
self-will, and thus set in sharp contrast to Him who 
never once sought His own will, but ever did that 
which pleased the Father. (5) "Another Beast" 
(Rev. xiii. 11-16). Imitation of Christ in power 
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and character, has "horns like a Iamb" but his 
utterances are the expression of satanic influence, 
for " he spake as a dragon." (6) " The false 
Prophet" (Rev. xvi. 13, xix. 20). The expression 
of his malignant influence in falsely representing 
himself as God's mouthpiece to apostate Israel. 
(7) Foolish and Idol Shepherd (Zech. xi. 15-17) . 
Instead of caring for the flock this shepherd—raised 
up in retributive justice because of Israel's rejection 
of Jehovah's shepherd and king—will treat the flock 
with cruelty. The sword (judgment) will rest on 
his boasted power and intelligence, " his arm and 
right eye." (8) " The King" (Dan. xi. 36). This 
is His royal character in Palestine. (9) " The 
bloody and deceitful man" (Ps. v. 6). This and 
other titles are applied to "Ant ichr is t" in the 
Psalms, but the names and titles generally carry 
their own signification with them. 

The Antichrist to come is neither a system nor 
principle, but a person. A Geutile he could uot be, 
as that would at once invalidate his claim to be 
received as the Messiah in Judea. The thought 
advanced by some that Judas Iscariot incarnate is 
the Antichrist is an old heresy revived. It is a 
piece of baseless speculation. Daniel xi. 37 proves 
him of Jewish extraction—probably of the tribe 
of D a n : see Gen. xlix. 1 7 — " Neither shall he 
regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women." Of all the peoples on the face of the 
earth the Jews only had a traditional religion 
(Rom. ix. 3-5) ; not so the Gentiles, they are very 
differently spoken of (Eph. ii, 12). <( Nor the desire 
of women." The great object of desire on the part 
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of godly women in Judea was to become the mother 
of the Messiah, hence for any woman in Israel not to 
become a mother was justly regarded as a reproach 
and shame. Antichrist, therefore, will be of Israel. 

In Revelation xiii. we have two Beasts—two great 
powers. The close connection, yet distinctness of 
each, is carefully marked in the chapter. The one 
Beast rises up out of the sea; the other Beast 
comes up out of the earth. The Beast out of the 
sea (verses 1-8) we regard as identical with " the 
little horn " of Daniel vii. This blasphemous Beast 
is the full expression of satanic wickedness and 
power. The Prince of this world will find one ready 
and willing to receive the kingdoms of the world at 
his hands—which were refused by Christ (Luke iv. 
5—8). The Gentile representative of the fourth 
monarchy will receive all at Satan's hands, and on 
his awful terms. But although the power will be in 
the hands of the first Beast, it is fully exercised by 
the second Beast. It is this second Beast or Anti
christ, who will usurp the royal and priestly 
functions of Christ, and actually perform signs and 
great wonders, so as to cause the world to deify the 
first Beast or blasphemous imperial power. While, 
therefore, a Gentile will sit on the throne of the 
world in possession of the full power of Satan, the 
energy of that power will be displayed by the second 
Beast, thus: " he exerciseth all the power of the 
first beast before him," i.e.y in his presence. This 
other Beast or Antichrist, has been aptly termed, 
" The first Beast's Lieutenant." Associated together 
in wickedness (Rev. xiii.) they will meet a common 
doom; " these both (Beast and False Prophet) are 
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cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone " 
(Rev. xix. 20). 

T h e Little Horn of Daniel vii. 

The important personages who play their part 
in the closing days of Christendom and Jewish 
Apostasy are often confounded. There is a large
ness and completeness in the prophetic future little 
thought of by many, and if we lose sight of, or 
confound any of the distinct actors in the busy 
scenes of the coming crisis, we get wrong in more 
points than one, for the prophetic map has been 
accurately and divinely filled up by the Spirit of 
God; and not only does Prophecy present one 
harmonious whole, but all its parts, even to the 
smallest details, are adjusted in relation the one to 
the other. What is greatly needed is grace to own 
our ignorance where it exists—and where does it 
not?—and to wait upon God for light and guidance. 
To clearly distinguish, therefore, the horns of chaps, 
vii. and viii. will be found immensely helpful in 
seeing the general situation, and many details of 
interest at the close of the age. 

Chap. vii. sketches the successive history of the 
four Empires, from the political ruin of Judah till 
the Lord's Second Advent, noting the characterizing 
features of each. Volumes have been written upon 
the ancient Empires of Babylon, Persia, and Greece, 
but the Spirit of God, in our chapter, has devoted 
to each of the three powers but a single verse; but 
in each of these verses (4, 5, 6), He has compressed 
the salient points needful for us to know, and in 
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substance not more will we find in the learned 
treatises of the historians. 

But it is the " fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, 
and strong, exceedingly " (verse 7), the representa
tive of which, in the person of Pilate, delivered up 
Jesus to the will of the Jews, that the chapter 
specially treats of. The Empire in its territorial 
extent covers western Europe or ten kingdoms 
(verse 24). It is the " little horn," however, which 
gives compactness and unity to the Empire. Arising 
from among the ten horns or kings, it gradually 
assumes importance and power until the whole 
strength of the Beast is concentrated in himself, 
and he becomes the head or chief of the Empire. 
The prolongation, grandeur, and extent of this 
gigantic godless power, as finally its utter destruction, 
are dependent upon this cruel persecutor of the 
saints and daring blasphemer against God (verse 11). 

The ten-horned condition of the Latin Empire 
is most certainly future. The barbaric hordes 
from Germany poured their resistless forces into 
it, in the fifth century. It was completely broken 
up, and the consequence was, Europe as presently 
constituted. But will any one contend that the 
dismemberment of the vast colossal power in the 
West, and the formation of numerous independent 
States out of its broken fragments, meets the 
requirements of this important Scripture ? Surely 
not. God has decreed the revival of the Empire— 
a satanic revival moreover. Charlemagne, and 
Napoleon I., attempted the resuscitation of the 
Empire, and certain European statesmen of note 
have been lately discussing the desirability of such 
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an event, but in vain-—God's time has not yet come. 
Not man, but Satan will bring about this world
wide wonder (Rev. xvii. 8). After its distribution 
into ten kingdoms this little horn or king—whose 
insignificant rise, political progress, character, and 
doings are noted in this important prophetic 
chapter—will occupy, on behalf of Satan, the 
throne of the world. He is the great political 
leader and distinguished Gentile chief in the West. 
This little horn is a distinct power from the 
Antichrist on the one hand, and from the little 
horn of the East (Dan. viii.) on the other. 

T h e Little Horn of Daniel viii. 

The scenes in Daniel viii. are laid in the distant 
Eas t Those in chap. vii. in the near West. The 
general bearing of the chapter is plain. The two-
horned ram (verses 3, 20) is the Medi-Persian 
power. He pushes his conquests west, north, and 
south, from the east, achieving victories, subduing 
kingdoms, and acting in proud self-will. Attention 
is next directed to an he-goat from the west, with 
" a notable horn between his eyes." Who is the 
power that successfully meets the Persian, disputes 
with him the mastery of the world, and effectually 
destroys the mighty tyrant of the east ? The angel's 
explanation is brief and lucid. " The rough goat 
is the king of Grecia, and the great horn that is 
between his eyes is the first king" (verse 21). 

The rapid and furious attacks of the renowned 
statesman and soldier, Alexander the Great, mainly 
directed by the recollection of the Persian's former 
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insult and injury to his nation, are vividly set forth 
in a few energetic sketches of the Divine pen, not 
after the events, but long crc either the Persian or 
Grecian had attained to eminence, or were likely 
to do so. Then followed the rapid, wide-spread 
growth of the Grecian Empire under its famous 
" first king," i.e. the brass of the great Image (Dan. 
ii.) and the leopard amongst beasts (vii.). " There
fore the he-goat waxed very great, and when he 
was strong the great horn was broken" (verse 8). 
Alexander, in the very zenith of his power, when a 
conquered world lay at his feet, when kings and 
princes, from the Ganges to the Mediterranean, 
acknowledged his sway, and received their crowns 
and kingdoms at his hand, when an Empire, which 
for strength and vastness was unequalled, had been 
built up in the course of twelve years, then the 
renowned soldier and statesman was taken away in 
the very flower of his age, being only 32. 

Alexander possessed, in a remarkable degree, the 
essential qualities for founding and maintaining a 
vast Empire, but which were found sadly deficient 
in his generals, who after his death squabbled for 
his power. Two out of the four kingdoms which 
arose on the break-up of the Empire occupy not an 
unimportant place in the prophetic Word. These 
two are the Syrian and Egyptian kingdoms, the 
respective sovereigns of which are spoken of as the 
King of the North (Syria) and the King of the 
South (Egypt)—Daniel xi. But here it is important 
to remark that Jerusalem as a city, and Judea as a 
country, are the centres of these earthly dealings 
and counsels of God. Gentile domination and the 
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crouching Jew sadly weeping in the " place of wail
ing," tells its story of Jewish degradation. But 
God has grand things in store for His ancient 
people. Glorious things are spoken of Zion ! and 
God has His eyes and heart on that land and 
people "perpetually" (i Kings ix. 3 ; Deut. xL 12). 
Make your standpoint Jerusalem, and at once you 
fix with precision and definiteness north and south, 
east and west. In verses 9, 10 (Dan. viii.), we have 
this celebrated " little horn " coming from the north, 
invading the "pleasant land" (Judea), destroying 
the civil and ecclesiastical leaders of the Jews, " the 
host of heaven and stars," and casting " down the 
truth to the ground." Who is this terrible and 
cruel enemy of the Jews ? The historical reference 
is to Antiochus Epiphanes, King of the North, or of 
Syria, whose mad hatred of the Jews knew no 
bounds. What is attributed to him in verses 9, 10, 
and the last two clauses of verse 12, is a simple 
matter of exact historical fulfilment. But the 
events and doings here foretold are typical of the 
yet future enemy of the Jew, i.e. the Assyrian or 
King of the North. Gabriel, in explaining, however, 
makes the " time of the end the vision." It is to be 
understood now (verse 16), but its complete and 
ample fulfilment is at the time of the end (verse 17). 

In verse 23 we have a king spoken of, the 
antitype of Antiochus. The character and doings 
of this king of fierce countenance are detailed in 
verses 23-25 ; also in Isa. x. as the Assyrian, and 
spoken of in Isaiah xxviii. as the overflowing scourge. 
He is the King of the North, the great political 
enemy of the Jews in the latter day. Further in-
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formation about this king is given in chapter xi\, as 
also of the King of the South. Judea was ever the 
object of attack by these northern and southern 
kings—Syria and Egypt, to one or other of which 
it generally belonged. The reappearance of these 
kingdoms, their mutual hatred of each other, and 
their cordial dislike of the Antichrist who will be 
king in Judea are detailed at length in chapter xi. 
It must be borne in mind that the course of the 
four Empires form one great branch of prophetic 
truth. Daniel vii. and the Apocalypse generally 
take up and occupy that part of the prophetic field. 
But there is another set of nations outside the 
western powers, of whom the King of the North, or 
" little horn," is leader. The western powers will be 
in alliance with, and friendly to the cause of the 
Jews as a nation. The north-eastern powers, on 
the contrary, will be bent on the complete destruc
tion of Israel as a people. The little horn of chapter 
vii. is the great leader in the West. The little horn 
of chapter viii. the great leader in the North-East. 
Hence, in this chapter, neither the first (Babylonian) 
nor fourth (Roman) Empires are referred to. 

T h e Leading Actors in the Coming Crisis 

There are four main actors in the closing days, 
the whole scene being under the leadership of Satan 
—king of the bottomless pit or abyss. 

I. The little horn of Daniel vii., or first Beast of 
Rev. xiii. The civil power delegated to the Gentile 
in the person of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. ii.) will be 
found in open revolt against the Lamb and His 
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heavenly saints in the coming crisis (Rev. xix. 
19-21) ; this Beast or little horn will head up the 
civil apostasy. 

2. The Antichrist who will sum up the Jewish 
Apostasy, the denial of the Christ, the Messiah 
(2 John 7) ; also the Christian Apostasy, the denial 
of the Father and the Son (1 John ii. 22); will 
also reign as king in Palestine (Dan. xi. 36), and 
accepted as such by the apostate nation (John v. 43). 

3. The King of the North or "little horn" of 
Daniel viiL, termed also " the Assyrian " (Isa. x., 
etc.) in the prophets, and used as a rod in Jehovah's 
hand for the punishment of the then apostate nation ; 
the chief of the coalition formed for the total 
destruction of Israel, and for the complete blotting 
out of her name and nationality from the earth 
(Ps. lxxxiii.), and thus Israel's great political 
enemy in the closing days. 

4. The King of the South (Egypt). This 
personage does not play such an important part in 
the close as his northern antagonist—King of the 
North. All these powers will be energized and 
directed by Satan, the prince and god of this world 
in the civil and political realms of government. 

The Beast 

Carefully distinguish the historical rise of the 
Beast as in Rev. xiii. 1, out of the sea from its 
satanic revival as in Rev. xvii. out of the pit or 
abyss. The latter takes place in the middle of 
Daniel's last prophetic week of seven years. The 
last public act of the Beast before its destruction by 
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the Lord in person is recorded in Rev. xi.—the 
murder of the witnesses in Jerusalem. 

T h e Prophetic Situation in the Closing Days 

The Jews will be restored to Palestine through 
the friendly offices of a maritime power—one which 
had not hitherto, actively at least, meddled in Jewish 
affairs (Isa. xviii.). Probably the delivering nation 
is Great Britain. Brought back in unbelief, they 
build their ruined temple and city, offer sacrifices, 
and observe their feasts and sabbaths as before, 
under Gentile protection. The Antichrist will be 
accepted as king by the mass of the nation, and 
rule in Palestine, exercising the power of the Roman 
arms. In order to protect themselves from the 
inroads of the king of the north, the then leaders 
of Judah will make a covenant with the head of the 
revived ten-kingdomed Empire for " one week," or 
seven years (Dan. ix. 27) ; the Roman Prince under
takes to secure the Hebrew Commonwealth—sacred 
and secular. But spite of this agreement the king 
of Syria invades the country, destroys the civil and 
religious guides, captures Jerusalem—or at least the 
half of it—and commits frightful cruelties upon the 
inhabitants. 

After three years and a half, or " midst of the 
week" (Dan. ix. 27), the Roman Prince, aided by 
the Antichrist, breaks the seven years' covenant, 
and seeks to force idolatry upon the nation. What 
about the much vaunted honour and probity of 
the Western power ? What about the written 
agreement ?—a mere " scrap of paper." " The 
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abomination that maketh desolate" is set up in a 
prominent part of the temple; that is, a certain 
idol is set in an exposed place in the sanctuary. 
This will be the signal for flight to the godly Jews, 
so long since foretold by our Lord (Matt. xxiv. 15 : 
compare with Dan. xii. 11). The Hermon range of 
mountains east of the Jordan (Ps. xlii. 6) are the 
mountains referred to by our Lord in His prophetic 
discourse on Olivet (Matt. xxiv. 16). Those 
who refuse to worship Satan and his agents—the 
Beast of Rev, xiii. 1—8, and Man of Sin (2 Thess, 
ii. 3) in that terrible hour will either have to flee or 
suffer death. 

The whole power of the Empire will be let loose 
against these holy witnesses and sufferers. For 
three years and a half there will be a dreadful time 
of trouble, such as never has been, or will be. The 
trials, distresses, prayers, and confessions of the 
God-fearing remnant of Judah during this time are 
fully detailed in the Book of Psalms. The sins of 
the nation in crucifying the Messiah, the guilt of a 
broken law, the outraged government of God, their 
awful idolatry, their acceptance of the false Messiah, 
their failed history as a people, from their redemp
tion out of Egypt ; all will be owned and confessed 
in that day. A third part of the people (Zech. xiii. 
8, 9) will be converted and be accounted to the 
Lord for a new generation; these form the nucleus 
of the happy nation in millennial rest and glory. 
The ten tribes is restored to the land, and united to 
Judah after the Lord has come. The prophets 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, Daniel, and Zechariah fully unfold 
these interesting events and details. 
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The Sufferers in the Great Tribulation 

The awful trouble of the coming period of Tribula
tion is solemnly and strongly expressed in Mark xiii. 
19. " In those days shall be affliction such as was not 
from the beginning of the creation which God created 
unto this time, neither shall be." Its duration is 
limited to 1260 literal days, at the close of which 
the Son of Man comes in glory (Rev. xix.; Matt. xxiv. 
1 5—30). The principal Scriptures which speak of 
this period of unequalled trouble are first, Jer. xxx. 7, 
where it is spoken of as "Jacob's trouble." Second, 
Daniel xii. 1 : Daniel's people, the Jews, are in the 
Tribulation. Third, Matt. xxiv. 15 ; Mark xiii. 19. 

In these New Testament references to the coming 
Tribulation, our Lord refers to Daniel xii. 1, 11, 
and speaks of the disciples in the Tribulation, as 
praying that their flight might not be in the winter, 
nor on the Sabbath day, and further, providing 
certain mountains for safety and shelter, and urging 
instant flight from the storm ere it bursts. All this 
shows clearly enough that none but persons in Jewish 
circumstances will be in this Tribulation. That 
others besides Jews will suffer is t rue; the Tribula
tion will rage hotly and fiercely in Jerusalem ; there 
the iron furnace of affliction " will be seven times 
heated," but it will enlarge and widen until the 
whole earth is embraced (Rev. vii. 9-17) . Fourth, 
it is evident that those Gentiles who come out of 
the great Tribulation (Rev. vii. 14) are set in con
trast to the heavenly saints, for one of the elders 
speaks of the innumerable company who have 
emerged out of the Tribulation as a distinct class 
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of persons from themselves (verse 14). No portion 
of the Church will pass through the Tribulation. 
No saints of this Dispensation will undergo the 
horrors of " Tribulation—the Great." We are 
delivered from the wrath to come (1 Thess, i. 10). 
There is an express Scripture exempting them from 
i t : " Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, 
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation 
(or trial) which shall come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth" (Rev. iii. 10). 
The promise is not to be kept through the hour of 
trial, as Noah in the Ark, but "from" it, as Enoch 
from the deluge, i.e. from that hour. Jews and 
Gentiles, therefore, but not the Church, will pass 
through the hour of unequalled Tribulation. 

The Hundred and Forty-four Thousand of 
Rev. vii. and xiv. 

In Rev. vii. 1-8 the twelve tribes are contem
plated, and not Judah merely. A hundred and 
forty-four thousand — a definite number is the 
thought—are elected and set apart by God for 
blessing in the millennial earth. In chapter xiv. 
the hundred and forty-four thousand are a distinct 
class; they are the preserved remnant of fudah. 
The ten tribes of Israel (Ephraim) are not restored 
to the land similarly, nor do they suffer in the land 
as the Jews. It was not they who crucified Christ, 
nor will it be they who receive the Antichrist. We 
take it that the hundred and forty-four thousand, 
therefore, of chapter xiv. refer to the sealed of Judah 
in contrast to the mass of the nation who receive the 
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mark of the Beast, and this sufficiently distinguishes 
the two companies. In that deeply interesting 
parenthetic chap. vii. we have distinct companies of 
saved people. First, the redeemed part of Israel, 
verses I—S ; second, a countless crowd of Gentiles, 
verses 9-17. This latter come out of the Great 
Tribulation. 

The Harpers and Singers of Rev. xiv. 2, 3 

We apprehend these are the martyred of Judah. 
They sing the new song in heaven and before the 
elders, hence they are a distinct class of saved 
persons from the elders, namely, the saints from 
Adam till Christ's descent into the air (1 Thess, iv. 
15 — 17). There is an intimate and close connection 
between this martyred company and the hundred 
and forty-four thousand with the Lamb on Mount 
Zion. The song of these slain of Judah can only 
be learned by the hundred and forty-four thousand 
on earth. The preserved remnant on Zion learn the 
song of the martyred remnant in Heaven. Both 
are Jewish companies. 

The Lost Ten Tribes restored 

Israel, or the ten tribes, were exiled to Assyria 
(2 Kings xvii.) about 130 years before Judah, or the 
Jews, were deported to Babylon. Idolatry, and 
turning to Assyria for help instead of to God, were 
the immediate causes of the captivity of the ten 
tribes in Assyria (see prophet Hosea). Not being 
directly involved in the guilt of Judah in rejecting 
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and crucifying the Messiah, their restoration to the 
land of their fathers is accomplished in a special 
way. They do not pass through the awful trials 
under the Antichrist like their brethren of Judah. 
Ezek. xx. 33-39 records the restoration of the ten 
tribes by the Lord Himself. Judah is restored by 
the aid of a seafaring nation (Isa. xviii.). Whatever 
human instruments may be employed in assisting 
the return of the ten tribes, they are hid in the 
meantime, and God Himself is presented as the 
source and power of their return. It is to be noted, 
too, that God deals with the conscience of Ephraim, 
or the ten tribes, in the wilderness, not in the land 
as in the case of Judah. The unbelieving and 
disobedient of old fell in the wilderness, and only the 
faithful entered it, so will it be in the return of 
these tribes ; the rebels and disobedient will first be 
purged out, then the godly are brought into the 
land to rejoin their converted brethren of Judah. 
This sifting takes place whilst the Jews are suffer
ing under the Antichrist in the land. The meeting 
of the long disunited tribes of all Israel is 
most touchingly written in Jer. xxxi. 8, 9 ; Isa. 
xlix. 18—2 3. There is an after return of any 
scattered amongst the nations, whether of Judah or 
Ephraim, when the Lord comes, for it is He who 
sends out His messengers to gather His elect (Matt. 
xxiv. 31 ; Isa. IxvL 19-21). 

There was a return of certain remnants of Judah 
from Babylon to Jerusalem after the seventy years' 
captivity (see Ezra and Nehemiah), but there has been 
no return of Ephraim or the ten tribes. God has 
His eye upon them ; He knows where they are, for 

54 



T H E G R E A T W H O R E 

He scattered them. It is most singular that people 
will pretend to tell who and where the descendants 
of these long-lost tribes are. The truth is, no single 
people or nation can claim to be their descendants, 
for they were to be scattered amongst the heathen, 
and dispersed through the countries; their scattering 
and dispersion were to be world-wide (Ezek. xx., 
xxxiv.).1 God further declares them " to be lost," 
that He will " search " and " seek them out." What 
God says, He will do ; man is daring enough to say 
he has done. Of the prophet of the Captivity 
(xx., xxxiv.) we have only to read carefully these 
two chapters to have all such thoughts as have been 
current of late thoroughly dispelled. There is 
nothing like the sure and unerring testimony of 
God's blessed Word in meeting the foolish thoughts 
and vain speculations of men. 

T h e Great W h o r e si t t ing upon many 
W a t e r s (Rev. xvii.) 

After the translation of the saints to Heaven 
there will be a rapid concentration of the now 
numerous and widely separated religious parties 
and sects. They will all combine and be headed 
by the Antichrist in person. The reunion of 

1 The attempt to identify the English nation with these tribes is at 
best a futile one. The origin of both absolutely disproves the theory. 
As individuals all of course have Adam as their head, but as a nation 
inhabiting one of the "Isles of the Gentiles " w e are sprung from 
Japhethy eldest son of Noah; while Israel, on the contrary, is 
descended from Shew, second son of Noah (Gen. x.). The reasons 
adduced for the supposed identification are so weak as to be unworthy 
of notice. 
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Christendom will soon be an accomplished fact, 
neither Pope nor Archbishop but the Antichrist 
occupies the chair. The religious systems on the 
earth will quickly assume definiteness and form, 
energized and directed by satanic wisdom. " Union " 
is the cry of the Politician and of the Religionist. 
Men are weary of the religious strifes and con
tentions of Christendom, and pant for union at all 
costs. Political union to end war is a dream, a fancy. 
Satan will give effect to the yearning of men for 
union. He will, as the god of this world, raise up 
the Antichrist to head up and unify the religious 
sects and churches of corrupt Christendom; and, as 
the prince of the world, give to Europe a king who 
unites into one vast confederated Power the king
doms and states. Beware of Satan's counterfeits; 
the principles of evil fully developed in the coming 
days in the Beast and Antichrist are making rapid 
strides. Our only safety is in cleaving to God and 
to the Word of His grace. Satan counterfeits the 
true Bride with the great whore, and the Lamb with 
the Antichrist. The world-kingdom of Christ he 
imitates with the Beast's universal sovereignty, and 
the King of kings with the king of the ten kingdoms. 

Thyatira, which is Popery, and her children (Rev. 
ii. 20-23) go to make up the great whore of the 
Apocalypse. This great whore is represented as a 
city (Rev. xviL, xviii.); just as the true Church is 
set forth under the symbol of a city (Rev. xxi.). 
The false and wicked woman is enriched with, and 
decked out in the world's glory and grandeur; just 
as the true and holy bride of the Lamb stands out 
in the glory of God. The false one is said to be a 
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" m y s t e r y " (Rev. xvii. 5 ) ; the true one is declared 
to be a " mystery" (Eph. v. 3 2). The harlot is 
destroyed by the kings of the earth; the bride 
receives the homage of the kings of the millennial 
earth. The great whore is the future religious 
corrupting system on the earth, falsely and wickedly 
counterfeiting the true bride of Christ. Protestantism 
is judged by the Lord in Person at His return 
(Rev. iii. 3 ; 2 Thess, i. 8, 9). Popery is destroyed 
ere the Lord comes In Power (Rev. xvii. 16, xviii. 8). 
The harlot is a wider and more comprehensive 
system than the Papacy. 

T h e River E u p h r a t e s 

The drying up of a part of this famous river (the 
River 1500 miles long) is preparatory to the grand 
and final struggle. The words must be understood 
in their literal import, as the object stated i s : " that 
the way of the kings from (not "o f" ) the east might 
be prepared " (Rev. xvi. 12). The Euphrates formed 
the eastern boundary of the Roman conquests, and 
is also stated to be the eastern limit of enlarged 
Palestine (Gen. xv. 18) in millennial days. The 
kings and their armies will be gathered, instrumentally 
at least, by Satan's chief agents (Rev. xvi. 1 3), and 
to effect their gathering in Canaan, for the battle 
of Armageddon the great barrier dividing the east 
from the west will be dried up. The literal ac
complishment of this great physical fact is necessary 
to facilitate the march of vast bodies of men / w ; « 
the East. That the powers of the West will mingle 
in deadly conflict with those of the East, making 
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Judea their great battlefield, is a certain though 
yet future event. It is figured in the battle scene 
between the West and the East in Gen. xiv. This 
great assemblage of the nations to meet their awful 
doom at the hand of Christ is frequently referred to 
in the Prophets (Joel iii.; Zeph. iii. 8 ) ; it is termed 
" the battle of that great day of God Almighty." 
Those kings from the East will be the great political 
heads and chiefs of India, Japan, China, etc. Two 
hundred million armed men from the East will over
run Europe (Rev. ix. 16). 

Nations Destroyed (Zech. xiv. and Rev. xix.) 

The Prophet writes, " I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle " ; the Apostle says, " I 
saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies gathered together to make war arainst Him 
that sat on the horse and against His army." 
Zechariah speaks of the enemies of Jerusalem ; John 
writes of the enemies of the Lamb. Judah will 
fight at Jerusalem ; the Lamb alone deals with His 
foes. The remnants of the congregated nations at 
Jerusalem spared and saved will yearly worship and 
keep the feast of tabernacles ; the remants of the 
gathered hosts arrayed against the Lamb are 
destroyed. The nations gathered together in 
Zech. xiv. are under the leadership of the great 
north-eastern Power—the terrible enemy of the 
Jews; whilst those congregated in Rev. xix. are 
under the chieftainship of the Beast and False 
Prophet The Apocalypse deals mainly with the 
closing days of Christendom's apostasy, and only 
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with the close and doom of the fourth Empire. 
The mass of nations lying north and east of 
Palestine, and whose enmity are directed against 
Israel as a people form no part of the Apocalyptic 
visions. 

Gog and Magog (Ezek. xxxviii. 2, 3, xxx ix . 1) 

The Greek version of the Old Testament, com
menced about three centuries before Christ, and 
largely quoted from by our Lord and writers of 
the New Testament, reads thus: " Gog, prince of 
Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal " (see R.V.). That the 
reference is to the Russian power and to the 
Scythian races forming part of her vast Empire is 
undoubted. " G o g " is the symbolic term for the 
head of all the Russias. " Magog" is his land, also 
a symbolic term. Were the slightest doubt remain
ing as to who or what is meant, the naming of the 
ancient capitals of the Empire might remove the 
difficulty. The Siberian or Asiatic seat of govern
ment is Tubal or Tobolsk ; whilst the European 
capital, until the invasion of the Empire by Napoleon 
was Meshech or Moscow. It is once again becoming 
the seat of government. 

Russia, centuries before she was known by name, 
is distinctly pointed out in the Word of God; and 
her destined leader, Gog, who, with Persia, and 
other countries as allies, will with proud self-will 
put himself at their head to rob, and spoil, and 
destroy Israel, restored to her land and dwelling 
safely in her " unwalled " towns and villages. As 
a cloud they cover the land, but only to find a 

59 



PROPHETIC SCENES AND CUMING GLORIES 

miserable end and a grave on the mountains and 
plains of Israel. God will also reach the land of 
Gog (Russia) and surrounding countries by Divine 
judgment. Seven years will be required to burn 
the weapons of war. The riches of the spoilers, 
too, will enrich the spoiled; and seven months 
will be needed for the burying of Gog's countless 
multitudes (Ezek. xxxviii., xxxix.). This invasion 
of Palestine bv Russia is after Israel has been 
brought back to her land and whilst Christ is 
actually there. It takes place soon after Christ 
has come with all His heavenly saints, at the 
commencement of the Millennium, or a thousand 
years' reign over the earth. " Gomer and all his 
hands" (xxxviii. 6) refers to Germany and Con
federated States, Germany becomes the ally and 
vassal of Russia. 

Gog- and Magog- (Rev. xx , 8) 

The " Gog " of Ezek. xxxviii. and xxxix. is the 
personal head of the Russian peoples comprising 
that vast and growing Empire. " M a g o g " is his 
land. Gog is the last enemy of Israel destroyed by 
the Lord at the commencement of the Millennium. 
His destruction is full, his ruin is final. The count
less swarms of people gathered by Satan at the 
close of the Kingdom are termed (< Gog and 
Magog," symbolically, not literally. Gog and his 
allies Germany, Persia, etc., had been already 
destroyed, and, besides, the powers signified by Gog 
and Magog of the Apocalypse are geographically 
located " in the four quarters of the earth," from 
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whence Satan draws his followers. The attempt 
to crush Israel at the commencement of Christ's 
glorious reign is repeated on a larger and bolder 
scale at the close of it. Hence the words " Gog 
and Magog" are to be understood symbolically in 
this book of visions and symbols. While, however, 
denying the historical connection with the Gog of 
Ezekiel, the moral identity is evident. They each 
come up against the Holy City when the Lord is 
there, and they each meet with signal judgment 
divinely administered. 

The Saints who Reign with Christ a 
Thousand Years 

The millennial reign of Christ is in the main 
the burden of the glowing and magnificent strains 
of the prophets, and forms the theme of song and 
harp by the Jewish bards. The seers beheld in 
vision its glories. In setting forth the future reign 
of righteousness and glory symbolic language is 
largely used. It has ever been a favourite mode of 
teaching in all ages, especially in the East. But it 
must not for a moment be supposed that the 
majestic and lofty language of Isaiah, nor the holy 
and sublime Psalms of David are pitched on a key 
beyond the sober truth. The Holy Ghost, the 
Author of Scripture, never exaggerates. He is a 
true witness of the things of God, and a faithful 
declarer of the glory of Christ. Apply distinct and 
definite thought to every statement, whether in the 
Old or New Testaments, as to the character, 
glory, and universality of Messiah's reign. What 
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is symbolic or otherwise may occasionally present 
a difficulty to the reader, but patience and waiting 
Upon God are the main factors in the solution of 
every difficulty. 

The Scriptures clearly intimate that others besides 
Christ—the Son of Man—will share His blessed 
and glorious reign. Who those saints are associated 
with Christ in joint heirship and dominion over the 
redeemed and blest creation, is alone answered in 
the New Testament. Rev. xx. 4—6 is the fullest 
and most comprehensive passage upon the subject 
in the Word of God. It will be observed that there 
are three classes of heavenly saints who reign and 
rule with Christ, embraced in the first resurrection; 
termed also " Blessed and holy" and constituted 
" priests of God and of Christ," many of whom 
will have been " changed " at the coming of Christ 
for His saints, which is equivalent to resurrection. 
(1) " I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg
ment was given unto them." The Hebrew historian, 
Daniel, beheld these same thrones, " I beheld till the 
thrones were set" (chap. vii. 9—lit. reading). John 
saw the thrones occupied ; Daniel the thrones un
occupied. Who are the sitters occupying these 
judgment-thrones ? Those represented by the robed 
and enthroned twenty-four elders; that is, all the 
saints raised and changed at the coming of Christ 
to the "a i r "—Old and New Testament believers. 
Here the thrones are not numbered (as in chapter 
iv.), because it is not a representative company who 
occupy them. (2) " I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the 
Word of God." Observe that the Apostle does not 
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see persons who had been beheaded, and who were 
then raised, but the souls of them ; not persons, but 
their souls. If people object, saying, " Oh, you 
cannot see souls, therefore that is not what is 
meant," we reply, " You must settle that with God, 
for it was He Who caused Scripture to be written; 
we want to learn what He has written, not to 
correct what He says." Unbelief is daring and bold 
in these days. Can we identify this martyred 
company? We can. After the gathering of the 
saints to the Lord in the (( air," and during the close 
of the first half of Daniel's unfulfilled week of seven 
years (Matt. xxiv. 14, 1 5),and previous to the persecu
tion by the Beast out of the bottomless pit, many 
converted Jews will be sent through the cities of 
Israel (Matt. x. 23), and amongst the Gentiles, 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom; a distinct 
testimony for the then times and circumstances. 
The results of this preaching to the nations are 
given in Matt. xxv. 31 -46 . Many of these holy 
witnesses for the truth will seal their testimony with 
their blood. They are distinctly pointed out in 
Rev. vi. 9 - 1 1 , as slain under the fifth seal. Their 
cry for judgment is heard. The cry or prayer of 
Stephen—the first christian martyr—was one of 
grace (Acts vii. 60). The cry of the Apocalyptic 
martyrs is one of judgment (Rev. vi. 10). Both are 
right in time and place. In the meantime they are 
to " rest yet for a little season, until their fellow-
servants also, and their brethren that should be killed, 
as they were, should be fulfilled." Who are these 
fellow-servants and brethren yet to be slain ? Let 
us turn again to our chapter, and read on. 
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(3) " And which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands." The reference to 
chap. xiii. is too plain to need proof. The worship
ping of the Beast, his image, his mark in the 
forehead and hands, are so many finger-posts point
ing to chap. xiii. In verse 11 of that chapter we 
read of this second company of martyrs: " They 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony, and they loved not 
their lives unto death." Thus these two persecu
tions, the one (chap, vi.) general^ and the other (chap, 
xiii.) special^ embrace the whole company of martyrs 
referred to in our verse. It is added, " they lived 
(the two companies previously mentioned) and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years." If it be 
objected that the duration of the reign—stated to 
be a thousand years only in this Scripture—must 
be understood on the " year for a day" principle,1 

we would say, Well, be it so; lengthen it out as 
long as you may. It is, we conceive, one of those 
mistakes about which there need be little said. It 
will be a blessed time for all. God will have His 
portion and delight in that glorious scene. All the 
heavenly saints will have their peculiar place in that 
wonderful day. Israel too, the highest in the lower 
department of the kingdom, then the Gentiles and 
creation will rest from toil and sorrow. The fourth 
verse of Rev. xx.—the longest in the Apocalypse— 

1 Because this principle is conceded in Num. xiv. 34 and Ezek. 
iv. 5, 6, does its application to the prophecies necessarily follow? 
The prophetic Scriptures will be greatly simplified if the measures of 
time are taken exactly as written. 
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contains in concise terms all who share in the 
millennial reign of our Lord. Lord keep us in the 
power of that day, even now ! 

The Millennium: Its Heavenly Sphere 

The Millennium or kingdom will be God's publicly 
expressed delight in Christ as man. In His days 
of humiliation the world knew Him not; it treated 
with heartless neglect its Creator and Benefactor 
(John i. 10). He came unto His own {things)— 
His crown, His kingdom, His Judaic and earthly 
glories—but His own {people) proudly rejected Him 
— Messiah was cut off and had nothing, i.e. that for 
which He came (Dan. ix. 26, see margin). Israel 
knew not the time of her gracious visitation. The 
meek, unresisting Christ—in deepest grace to man, 
and to lay in death as God's Lamb for sin, the 
ground for the accomplishment of God's counsels 
aforetime prepared for our glory, and for Israel and 
creation's blessing too—accepted the place of utter 
rejection by man and Israel. What a scene! 
(Matt, xxvii. 26-33). The Lord of glory set in 
midst of the brutal Roman soldiery with back 
scourged, the guard fully mustered; the whole 
company " gathered unto Him" He is robed in 
scarlet—the sign of His earthly glory and grandeur 
— a platted crown of thorns—sign of the curse—is 
set upon His blessed head; a reed—the sign of 
authority—is thrust into His right hand, then, 
mockingly, they bow the knee, and say, " Hail 
King of the Jews." They dared to spit upon that 
transcendently beautiful countenance which God has 
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covered with glory. They dared to smite the Judge 
of Israel on the head and cheek, with the emblem 
of that authority by which He will smite and rule 
the nations. Ah! little did they think that the 
farce enacted in Pilate's "Common Ha l l " will be 
repeated in truth, and in a style befitting the dignity 
of Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

In gathering up from the Word of God certain 
features of the millennial period, may the heart 
of the reader be occupied with the One who 
suffered, and Who will reign. His love is deeper, 
infinitely so, than even the demonstration of that 
love in the brightest millennial scenes. His glories 
may fix the eye and leave one in raptures in their 
midst, but Himself, as the bright and morning star, 
is the object of the heart's deep longings to the one 
who has found his all in Jesus. 

The Millennium will have its two distinct spheres 
of blessing—the one above the earth, the other on 
the earth. There will be a heavenly people and 
an earthly people. All who share in the blessed
ness of the " first resurrection" reign with Christ 
over the earth, whilst the Jews and nations form 
the subjects of the kingdom. " Jesus our King," and 
" Jesus King of the Church," are neither Scriptural 
in thought or word. Instead of being subjects of 
Christ's everlasting kingdom the very reverse position 
is that which grace has given to believers on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Kingly dignity is conferred 
upon all the risen saints of Old and New Testa
ment times. " Do ye not know that the saints shall 
judge the world ? " And, adds the Apostle, " Know 
ye not that we shall judge angels?" ( i Cor. vi. 
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2, 3)—a truth almost entirely forgotten by the 
Church. " If we suffer we shall also reign with 
h im" (2 Tim. ii. 12), says the same Apostle. Con
stituted " Kings and Priests unto God " (Rev. i. 6) 
is the statement of another. 

Jesus risen is " Head over all th ings" ; over all 
the works of God's hands—God manifestly excepted 
(1 Cor. xv. 27)—as also the Church (Eph. i. 2 2, 23). 
But is it not said in the martyrs' song, " Just and 
true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints " ? (Rev. xv. 
3). It is well known, however, and the margin in 
most Bibles gives the true sense of the passage to be 
" Thou King of Nations" He is also " King of the 
Jews." Christ is head over all things to the Church. 

The special place of the Church, as the vessel for 
the display of the glory of God, and as the Lamb's 
bride and wife, is very fully unfolded from Rev. xxL 
9 till chap. xxii. 5, in symbols borrowed from 
creation and Judaism. There is a correspondence 
between the terms used in setting forth Jerusalem 
on earth, and those to describe Jerusalem on high, 
with this marked difference, however, that in the 
latter case they are figures merely, but figures of 
real and substantial truths. The true union of 
Church and State also awaits the coming days of 
glory, and will be exhibited in perfection in the 
close connection between the heavenly city and the 
earthly one. 

Twenty-two Features of the Church's Glory 

(1) The state "holy," the home "heaven," and 
the source " God" (Rev. xxi. 10). (2) She is 
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endowed with the " glory of God," that for which we 
wait (Rom. v. 2). (3) Her light, or shining, is as 
jasper—symbol of the glory of God (Rev. iv. 3). 
Jasper is also found in the " wall" (verse 1 8), and 
in the foundations (verse 19); that is, the glory of 
God is the light, security, and foundation of the 
heavenly city. (4) " The wall, great and high," 
denotes strength and security; everything unsuited 
to the glory of God can find no admittance to that 
holy place. (5) "Twelve gates and twelve angels." 
The gate was the place of judgment. The rule 
and administration of the world to come—the Mil
lennium—is not committed to angels but to man 
(Heb. ii. 5). We shall judge the world (1 Cor. vi. 
2), and the twelve Apostles govern Israel (Matt. 
xix. 28), hence the names of the twelve tribes are 
written on the gates. Angels never rise above the 
position of servants; we are sons. They are 
regarded as waiting at the gate ready for instant 
service. (6) " The twelve foundations of the city 
had in them the names of the twelve Apostles of 
the Lamb." The Apostles have a distinctive place 
in the Church (Eph. ii. 20), besides being in special 
relationship to Israel. (7) The city, gates, and 
wall are divinely measured, and a perfect square is 
the result. A line of flax may suffice to measure 
the earthly city (Ezek. xl .); a golden reed—Divine 
righteousness—is the only and adequate rule to 
measure the Church in that day. The result will 
be " the stature of the fulness of Christ" (Eph. iv. 13). 
(8) The wall is specially measured, but by the 
same rule, and instead of the (( equal" and amazing 
size of the city, the wall is but 144 cubits; the 
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former measurement expresses the Church's per
fection in the glory according to God ; the latter, the 
Church's perfection in glory according to men and 
angels. (9) The building of the wall was of jasper, 
that is, the glory of God will be our defence and 
security, whilst the city itself is pure gold, like clear 
glass; as to the gold, we are made the righteousness 
of God in Him even now (2 Cor. v. 21) ; then it will 
be displayed—the purity will be transparent. (10) 
The gates are pearls; every gate was of one pearl. 
Israel, angels, and men will then learn as they look 
upon the gates, that Christ loved the Church and 
gave Himself for it—the one pearl (Matt. xtii. 46) 
of priceless value to Him. (11) The golden and 
transparent street of the city tells us that the walks 
of the wilderness are over. The sand of the desert 
is exchanged for the golden street o[ the golden 
city. No more defilement; no more feet washing. 
We walk on that which cannot possibly defile or 
be defiled (compare with 2 Cor. vi. 16). (12) 
" No temple therein." There will be no " holy" 
and "most holy" ; no curtains and veils; no temple 
with its confining the glory of God to the favoured 
few. All see Him alike. We each see Jesus 
equally with Paul. " We see Jesus," says the 
Apostle (Heb. ii. 9). " We see Jesus" is the 
language of " I saw no temple therein." (13) The 
city needs no created light as the " sun," nor 
borrowed light as the " moon," nor artificial light 
as the " candle/' for the uncreated glory of God is its 
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. (14) The nations 
shall walk in its light; what we ought to be now— 
the light of the world (Matt. v. 14-16)—that we 
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shall be then. (15) The kings and nations shall 
yield their homage, and pour their treasures at our 
feet (compare verses 24 -26 with chap. in. 9). (16) 
It will not be " the gates ajar," but they " shall not 
be shut at all by day." Absolute security; the 
open gates tell the certainty of perfect rest and 
quiet; but will they not be closed as the shades of 
evening draw their curtains over the face of creation ? 
No, no ; "for there shall be no night there" Blessed 
and everlasting day that knows no evening! (17) 
" And there shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth." It is the home of the holy; no plea 
nor title of any sort will admit save those written in 
the Lamb's book of life. (18) God and the Lamb's 
throne will be the source of life. Grace will reign 
through righteousness then as now (Rom. v. 21). 
The river will flow uninterruptedly; now the waters 
should flow freely through us (John viL 38). Alas! 
that its course should be so often checked and 
hindered by the working of flesh. (19) Not only 
does the river of life refresh and gladden, but the 
tree of life, with its varied and abundant supply of 
fruit, affords eternal nourishment, whilst its " leaves " 
are the witness of grace to the millennial nations. 
(20) " No more curse." What then? The throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, upholding 
the glory and sustaining the blessedness while " His 
servants shall serve H i m " unceasingly. It is one 
throne—the throne of God, but the Lamb administers 
its authority. We serve Him in weakness and imper
fection now; then we shall serve Him in strength, 
and perfectly, and for ever. (21) We " shall see 
His face"; that will be a blessing beyond harp, or 

70 



M I L L E N N I U M : U S E A H 1 H L Y SPHERE 

crown, or robe, or glory. We shall see the face of 
Him Who died, and His Name shall be on our fore
heads. Like Rebekah of old when she lifted up her 
eyes at the close of her wilderness travel, and beheld 
Isaac, she veiled her face that she might shine in 
his likeness; so in that day His Name on our fore
heads will be the public bearing of His likeness, 
morally ( i John iii. 2) and corporeally (Phil. Hi. 21). 
(22) They "shall reign forever and ever." Thus 
closes this truly marvellous and magnificent descrip
tion of the Church in the glory, with a statement 
that reaches far beyond the millennial age. In the 
eternity of God, the Church reigns for ever and 
for ever. 

T h e Mil lennium: I t s Ear thly Sphere 

What heart does not swell as it contemplates in 
the light afforded by Scripture that blissful era 
groaned for by creation, and yearned after by man 
for nigh 6000 years. Our thoughts, however, must 
be regulated and our imagination kept in check by 
the sober statements of the Word of God. All 
poetic flight of fancy, and mere word painting, should 
be carefully avoided in our meditations on Divine 
subjects, especially when they bear so directly on 
the glory of Christ as the Millennium does. A 
few touches of the Divine pen are infinitely pre
ferable to any amount of fancy or conjecture. 
The words of God are pure words. They sound 
the depths of conscience, arrest the heart and 
point to Christ. They carry moral, yea, Divine 
weight with them. 
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The Church as a lamp of glory suspended over 
highly favoured Israel (Isa. iv. 5, 6, see margin), and 
over the happy and redeemed creation in light of which 
the nations walk, will be the seat of the heavenly 
administration of the kingdom—the kingdom of the 
Father; whilst Jerusalem on earth, a crown of joy 
amongst the Gentiles, becomes the centre and seat of 
the earthly rule of the kingdom—the kingdom of the 
Son. " At that time they shall call JERUSALEM the 
throne of Jehovah; and all the nations shall be gathered 
unto it, to the name of Jehovah to Jerusalem " (Jer. 
Hi. 17). Thus will be secured to Israel (Ps. lxxii.) 
and to the world (Ps. xcviii. 9) wise, equitable, and 
beneficent government—a priceless boon the earth 
has never yet enjoyed. Another distinguished bless
ing of that day will be the expulsion of Satan and 
his angels from the heavenly places, after the trans
lation of the saints, and accomplished, in the middle 
of Daniel's future and eventful week (Rev. xii. 7—12), 
celebrated and rejoiced in by the dwellers in the 
heavens, then followed by his subsequent banish
ment from earth and confinement in the bottomless 
pit for 1000 years (Rev. xx. 1-3). What a relief to 
walk abroad in those glorious days and see the sad 
effects of the curse removed, and to know that the 
seducer, tempter, and adversary is chained and shut 
up from defiling God's beauteous world, from injuring 
the souls and bodies of men during the whole course 
of the kingdom reign. 

As to the extent of Messiah's kingdom we read: 
" He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth" (Ps. 
lxxii. 8). As to its duration, read Ps. cxlv. 13, 
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" Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy 
dominion endureth throughout all generations." As 
to its glory, see Ps. viii., " O LORD, our Lord, how 
excellent is Thy name in all the earth." 

M I L L E N N I A L F E A T U R E S . 

Israel 

The long separated houses of Israel—Judah and 
Ephraim—will be restored to the land, re-united, all 
converted, largely increased in numbers and settled 
as one people in their enlarged country as head of 
the nations, not as at present the tail (Ezek. xxxvn.; 
Rom. xi. 26 ; Jer. xxxi. 31—34; Deut, xxviii. 13). 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem will be rebuilt in a style befitting the 
appellation, " The city of the Great King" (Ps. 
xlviii.). It has been computed from Ezekiel-measure-
ment (chap. xlv. 6) that the city will be about 9 
miles square, or 36 miles of a circuit. It is the 
metropolitan city of the millennial earth; to it the 
nations gather (Jer. iii. 17); the Gentiles are attracted 
to its light, and kings to its brightness; the wealth 
and treasures of the world is poured in profusion at 
its feet (Isa. lx,); the families of the earth yearly 
flock to it for worship (Zech. xiv. 16, 17); the 
nations go to it for teaching, for the law and word 
of Jehovah will be promulgated from Jerusalem 
(Mic. iv. 2) ; holiness to Jehovah characterizes its 
civil and ecclesiastical polity (Zech. xiv. 20, 21) ; 
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its new name is the truest expression of its blessed
ness—Jehovah Shammah, meaning " The LORD is 
there" (Ezek. xlviii. 35). Jerusalem is expressly-
named upwards of 800 times in the Bible. 

The Temple 
The temple of Daniel (chap. ix. 27, xii. 11), and 

of the Apocalypse (chap. xi. 1, 2), will certainly 
be pillaged and destroyed by the Assyrian or King 
of the North (Ps. lxxiv. 7-9). It is certain, how
ever, that one of vast dimensions will be erected, 
with numerous gates, courts, and chambers, accord-

. ing to measurement carefully prescribed (Ezek. xl.— 
xlv.). We can trace the glory slowly and lingeringly 
leaving the throne and the city when the apostasy 
of Judah made it impossible for God to sanction by 
His presence the unrighteousness of the throne, and 
the greater iniquity of His house (Ezek. i.-xi.) at 
the epoch of the Babylonian attack upon Jerusalem. 
The glory of the God of Israel will again enter the 
temple, by its eastern gate (chap, xliii. 1—6, xliv. 4). 
This same gate will be closed during the six working 
days, to be opened on the Sabbaths, and new moons. 
It is set apart for the exclusive use of one styled 
" the Prince" (chap. xliv. 1-3, xlvi. 1, 2). The 
temple thus filled with the glory of God is called 
" an house of prayer for all peoples " (Isa. lvi. 7). 
There are five material temples mentioned in 
Scripture. 

Sacrifices and Feasts 

Certain sacrifices and feasts (Pentecost, which has 
its antitype in the Church being omitted) will be 
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reinstituted (Ezek. xliv.-xlvi.). The Jewish rites 
and observances of old were anticipative; in the 
future they will be commemorative, as the Lord's 
Supper is to Christians. The great national Jewish 
feast—the Passover—commemorative of the spiritual 
birth of the nation will be observed yearly. 

The Priesthood 

The Aaronic priesthood will be re-established. 
The Levites of the priestly family of Zadok 
( i Kings i., ii.) is not extinct, for they are God's 
priests, ministering, worshipping, teaching, and judg
ing Israel in the future day of her gladness (Ezek. 
xliv. 15-31). 

The Prince 

There will be a lineal descendant of the house 
of David—the occupant of Judah's long-deserted 
throne (Zech. xii. 6-8). The Prince, of whom we 
hear a good deal from chapter xliv. till end of 
Ezekiel, is not the Messiah, as he has to prepare a 
sin-offering for himself (chap. xlv. 22). Christ will 
sit as a Priest upon His throne (Zech. vi. 13), but 
will have His vicegerent in Jerusalem, who will also 
combine royal glory and priestly ministry. The 
Prince is named twelve times in Ezekiel. 

The Twelve Tribes 

The tribes will be located in regular parallel 
bands across the country from east to west—from 
the Euphrates to the Mediterranean—commencing 
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with the northern limit of the land. Dan, not 
named amongst the sealed tribes in Rev. vii., is first 
named in the tribal list of Ezek. xlviii. It has 
been computed that each of the tribes, commencing 
with Dan in the north, will occupy territory of 
about iooo miles. 

The Country of Judea 

The mountainous part of the country, from Geba 
(north) to Rimmon (south), is to be levelled, and 
the city of Jerusalem (now being excavated) be 
lifted up, rebuilt, and inhabited in safety. These 
and other physical changes of great importance are 
noted in Zech. (chap. xiv.). The city will be a sight 
for beauty and glory. 

Geographical Limits of the Land 

The limits of the land from west to east (Gen. 
xv. 18) will extend from the head of the Nile in an 
almost straight line across the upper part of Egypt 
till the head of the Persian Gulf, into which the 
Euphrates falls. This will very greatly increase the 
size of the country, probably an area of about 
300,000 square miles. 

The Red Sea and the River of Egypt 

The tongue of the Egyptian or Red Sea will be 
utterly destroyed; this will necessarily involve the 
destruction of the Suez Canal, the connecting link 
between the Mediterranean and the Egyptian Sea; 
the seven streams of the Nile, also connecting that 
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river with the Great Sea, will be smitten by the 
hand of judgment ; these changes will open up a 
free passage for men to pass over the country 
dryshod (Isa. xi. 15, 16). 

T h e Powers of Egyp t and Assyria 

Egypt and Assyria were powers of considerable 
importance in their days. Out of the one Israel 
was redeemed (Ex. xiL, xiv.); into the other 
Israel was sent in chastisement (2 Kings xvii.). 
These powers cordially detested each other; both 
eagerly contended for the mastery of the world, and 
strove to effect the other's ruin. Palestine, situated 
between the two opposing Powers, lay exposed to the 
attacks of both. The long continued and bitter enmity 
of these respective powers is not extinct, but will break 
out afresh and more fiercely than ever in the fast 
approaching crisis, Judea, as formerly, figuring 
largely in their struggles (Dan. xL). Egypt, the 
ancient oppressor of God's people, will in turn be 
sorely oppressed. Jehovah will smite the land and 
utterly confound the boasted wisdom of Egypt, then 
the Egyptians will turn to the Lord, and the Lord 
will hear their cry, send them deliverance, heal their 
land, establish an altar in their midst, and save the 
people. The enmity, too, of Assyria and Egypt 
will be buried for ever, and from one country to the 
other the highway will be one of perfect security; 
the peoples will mingle in peace as brethren dwelling 
together in unity. Of the three great powers in 
the millennial day we read, " T h e L O R D of hosts 
shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
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Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel (better 
still) mine inheritance " (Isa. xix.). 

The Conversion of the World 

The mass of the Gentiles preserved from the 
judgments executed by the Lord at the commence
ment of His reign will be converted, for the Spirit 
will be poured from on high on "all flesh" (Joel ii. 
2 8 - 3 2 ; Isa. lxvi. 19-23). The majority of the 
earth's teeming multitudes shall then know the Lord 
(Isa. xi. 9 ; Ps. xcviii. 2, 3 ; Zeph. iii. 9 ) ; and 
willingly yield obedience to the reigning king. With 
some it will be feigned (Ps. lxvi. 3—see margin). 
See also Matt, xiii.,41. 

The Ear th ' s Fertility 

The heavens, in closest relation with the earth 
(Hos. n, 21-23) , a n ^ the removal of the curse 
from the ground (Gen. iii. 17—19, iv. 12) will 
secure such abundance of the precious fruits of the 
earth that poverty and want will be utterly unknown. 
The earth will enter on a new and blessed era of 
existence, and will yield its stores so richly and at 
so little labour to man (Isa. lxv. 23) that toil will 
become pleasure, for the " plowman shall overtake 
the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth 
seed ; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and 
all the hills shall melt" (Amos ix. 13). Numerous 
glowing descriptions of the earth's wonderful fertility 
in these happy millennial days are scattered through 
the Psalms and Prophets. See also Ps. lxxii. 
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Prolongation of Life 

Life will be wonderfully prolonged in these days. 
All the saved on earth live during the full period of 
the millennial reign—one thousand years. Death 
will be rare even amongst the unsaved. No one 
will be regarded as old if he attains to a century; 
then he is to be considered as a child at that age, 
and if one die it will be because of the infliction of 
special judgment for special sin (Isa. lxv.). 

W a r 

War, which has so fearfully desolated the earth, 
will cease for ever. The great Eastern Question 
has baffled the wisest and most sagacious heads in 
Europe and Asia. The ultimate solution of that 
vexed question is found in Zech. xiv. A little time 
and the evil passions of men will be let loose, and 
directed by satanic energy deluge the earth in blood. 
Christ Himself will close the fearful conflict in awful 
and terrible judgments, and the survivors, awed by 
these chastisements, will turn in heart to the Lord. 
" And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks. Nation shall 
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more" (Mic. iv. 3 ; Isa. ii. 4 ; Hos. 
ii. 18). No League of Nations can stop war. 
Jehovah alone can (Ps. xlvi. 9). 

The Widows, the Fatherless, &c. 

Widows, the fatherless, the destitute, the stranger, 
the oppressed, the prisoner, the hungry, the blind, 
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the needy, the bowed down, will find in Jesus, 
Israel's King, refuge and help (Ps. lxxii. 12-14). 
The heart of the Priest and the arm of the King 
(Zech. vi. 13) will relieve the sorrow and redress the 
wrong. 

_ Righteous Rule 

All kings, princes, judges, and officers will rule 
by Christ, and decree just judgment The work 
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever 
(Isa. xxxii. 15-20). Righteousness shall "reign" 
in the repression of evil and in the rewarding of 
good. In the eternal state there will be the absolute 
perfection of good and no evil, hence righteousness 
" dwells "—save in the lake of fire. The world has 
never yet enjoyed the precious boon of a righteous 
and beneficent government; it will then soon> oh how 
SOON (Prov. viii. 15 ; Ps. lxxii.; Isa. xxxii. 1). 

The River of God 

Jerusalem becomes the source of blessing to the 
millennial earth. Living waters, called by the 
Psalmist " The River of God," will flow from under 
the temple; then separating, half flows into the 
" former" or Mediterranean Sea, and half into the 
" hinder" or Dead Sea, enriching, fertilizing, and 
filling with life wherever they go. The whole earth 
will, in this way, be visited in blessing, and greatly 
enriched with the River of God (Ps. lxv. 9, 10). 
As to the Dead Sea, its waters are to be healed and 
teem with fish in all variety, thus affording constant 
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occupation to the numerous fishermen on its shores. 
A solemn and abiding memorial of the judgment of 
God is preserved in the unhealed " miry places 
and marshes thereof." On both banks of the sea, 
trees in almost endless variety, never fading, and in 
profuse and inexhaustible abundance, will yield 
their fruit for meat, and their leaves for medicine 
(Ezek. xlvii.; Zech. xiv. 8). 

The Animal Creation 

The brute creation will share in the general 
blessing of the coming day. Their savage and cruel 
instincts will be changed. " The wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together," instead of as now preying upon 
and devouring each other; and " the lion shall eat 
straw like the bullock." The concord amongst the 
beasts in the Ark (Gen. vi. 19-21) was surely a 
foreshadowing of these millennial times! One 
solemn exception to the general blessing is the 
serpent, the creature in which Satan appeared to 
and effected the ruin of man ; " dust shall be the 
serpent's meat" (Gen. iii. 14; Isa. xi. 6-9 , lxv. 25). 
All through the Millennium there will be preserved 
a witness of God's judgment upon man (Isa. lxvi. 
24); upon the animal creation (Isa. lxv. 25); and 
upon the ground (Ezek. xlvii. II). 

w 

Idolatry 

Idol worship—Satan's masterpiece—will be utterly 
abolished from the earth (Isa. ii. 18). " I n that 
day shall there be one LORD, and His name O n e " 
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(Zech. xiv. 9). Language, more full or blessed 
upon this, is not to be found in the precious pages 
of Inspiration than is supplied by the closing 
prophet of the Old Testament; " for from the 
rising of the sun even to the going" down of the same 
My name shall be great among the Gentiles; and 
in every place incense shall be offered unto My 
name, and a pure offering ; for My name shall be 
great among the heathen, saith the LORD of Hosts " 
(Mai. i. 11). Idolatry was introduced after the 
Flood and before the universal dispersion. 

God All in All (1 Cor. xv. 28) 

As man, Christ has gone to " receive" the 
kingdom (Luke xix. 12), and as man He will 
maintain it in righteousness, putting down all 
opposing rule, authority, and power. When the 
subjugation of His foes is complete, the last enemy 
that is destroyed being death, then the blessed and 
only worthy One will " deliver up the kingdom " to 
God, even the Father, He receives the kingdom, 
and administers it for one thousand years in 
subjection to God, and delivers it up in added 
perfection. Every previous steward had proved 
unfaithful; not one had delivered up what they 
had received. " And when all things shall be 
subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself 
be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all!' Manhood once taken 
up will never be laid aside, but all delegated 
authority will cease, and as such the Son Himself 
will be subject, not cease to be " Son." The words 
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are used in contrast to delegated authority exercised 
by the Son. When the hand of God creates a 
scene altogether according to Himself, He will 
then rest in His love, then God in His nature and 
in the moral perfections of His Being, becomes the 
rest of man and creation in the eternal ages. God 
will be all in all. 

The Millennium and the Eternal State 

The Millennium is the subject of counsel and 
prophecy. The period when everything committed 
to man, Israel and the Church having been sinned 
away, will be administered in perfection in Christ, 
the Second Man. 

The eternal state is neither the subject of promise 
nor prophecy; it is nowhere revealed in the Old 
Testament, but is the fruit of what God is in 
Himself; "God is light" and "God is love." In 
the Millennium we witness the accomplishment of 
God's purposes for the glory of Christ, and the 
blessing of man. In the eternal state—which is 
the force of what God is in Himself—everything 
will witness to that absolute perfection conveyed in 
that beautiful sentence, <( God, all in all!* In the 
Millennium righteousness will " reign" because of 
the presence of evil, the state not being a perfect 
one, but in the everlasting condition righteousness 
will dwell, because the state is one of absolute 
goodness. 

The Eternal State > 

The fullest and most comprehensive statement 
as to the everlasting and absolutely perfect condition 
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succeeding the Millennium is in chapter xxi. 1-5 of 
the Revelation. All time distinctions are gone. 
We have passed into eternity. We have seen the 
complete dissolution of all things. " T h e Great 
White Throne" has been set up, and the wicked 
" dead, small and great," gathered around it to 
receive from the lips of the Judge their final and 
irrevocable doom ; they are upheld in space by the 
power of God, for the earth and heaven have fled 
away; raised in timey but judged in eternity. Then 
follow those magnificent verses, " And I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth." Thus an everlasting 
distinction will exist between heavenly and earthly 
saints. The Bride will joy in that she is the Bride
groom's, while the Bridegroom's friends will rejoice 
in His immediate presence (John iii. 29). The 
blessing of all will be fully secured. 

Into this new made world the Bride descends 
from God and takes up her abode as His tabernacle. 
" Prepared as a bride adorned for her husbandj' she 
is thus represented as still wearing her bridal robes 
(chap. xix. 7-9) , and entering the everlasting state 
after the thousand years' reign, in the freshness and 
beauty of bridal affection and established relation
ship. The marriage of the Lamb is a public event 
of great joy (Rev. xix. 7). The private presentation 
of the Church to Christ (Eph. v. 27) precedes 
the marriage. The " Bride" tells of love; the 
" Husband " speaks of relationship, God will dwell 
with (not overi as in the kingdom) men in His 
Tabernacle, the Church; He will rest in His love 
(Zeph. iii. 17). Neither Israel, nor nations as such, 
will have any place in that grand condition. 
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Another marked feature will be the absence of the 
sea; now indispensable for the life of man and 
creation, then no longer needed, for God Himself 
dwelling in the midst of I lis new creation will be 
its life, its rest, its joy. " And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes." For full a thousand years 
the Bride had ceased to weep, but saints on earth 
during the period of the millennial reign will witness 
one scene of judgment after another, the most 
terrible and appalling being at the close (chap. xx. 
7—10); now, however, they will weep no more, for 
God Himself, blessed for ever be His adorable 
Name! will wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
Death, sorrow, crying, and pain shall never enter 
that scene, disturb its rest, or interrupt its joys. 
God will impress these deathless and blessed regions 
with the stamp of His own infinite perfection. 

As to the characteristic blessing of the ever
lasting condition, read verse 5 : " And he that sat 
upon the throne saidf BehoJd, / make all things new* 
And he said unto me, Write, for these words are 
true and faithful." Everything that would remind 
us of the world, its ways, its changing scenes, its 
sins and its sorrows, shall for ever be banished from 
these regions of fadeless and eternal delight. May 
the Holy Ghost expound in power and sweetness to 
our hearts that ineffably blessed sentence, " Behold, 
I make all things new." 
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The Greatness and Glory of Christ 

Christ is the H E A D and CENTRE of Creation. 
Christ is the CENTRE of the Universe of bliss. 
Christ is the CENTRE of Divine affection. 
Christ is the CENTRE of the saved human heart. 
Christ is the CENTRE of the Holy Scriptures. 
Christ is the HEAD of every man. 
Christ is the HEAD of the Church. 
Christ is the H E I R of all things. 
Christ is the CREATOR of all Things. 
Christ is the SUSTAINER of all Things. 
UNIVERSAL SUBJECTION TO CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL WORSHIP OF CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL DOMINION OF CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL INHERITANCE OF CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 

UNIVERSAL GLORY OF CHRIST. 

In all these spheres Christ is HEAD, CENTRE, and 
DISTINGUISHING GLORY. 

The Exaltation of Christ and the Glory of God 
is the grand and eternal consummation of all the 
Ways of God and the history of man. These two 
magnificent results are brought together in one text, 
Phil. ii. i i . 

Col. i. ; Eph. i. ; John i. 18; Eph. iii. 17; Luke xxiv. 44 ; 
I Cor. xi. ; Col. i. ; Heb. i. ; Heb. i. ; Heb. i. ; Phil. ii. 10; 
Phil. ii. 11 ; Rev. v . ; Ps. Ixxii. ; Ps. viii. ; Eph. i. 10; 
Rev. xi. 15, R.v. ; ha. Ixvi. 18, 19. 
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