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THE BIBLE: 
THE BOOK OF BOOKS. 

THE Bible is the Book of books, the Pearl in the 
libraries of the world, the best and most wonderful 
Book in existence. This is not empty declamation. 
It is sober truth and fact. This is the ONLY Book 
which has God for its Author. ' The Bible is God's 
priceless gift to the human race of about sixteen 
hundred millions. Every unit of the vast human 
family is directly responsible to God, the Creator 
and Preserver of men, and the Upholder of the 
Universe. 

What a blessing the Bible has been to thousands 
in all ages ! Its sublime doctrines, its Divine revela
tions when believed, have turned night into day, 
darkness into light, death into life, despair into 
gladness. The Bible is a miracle-working book. 
It has saved and reclaimed drunkards, harlots, 
murderers, thieves, and the scum and dregs of 
humanity. No human written book has done 
that. If so, name it, bring it forward, and send it 
on its mission as the Saviour of sinful suffering 
humanity. The Bible reveals a Personal God, the 
Creator, Centre, and Sustainer of the Universe. 

From the third chapter of Genesis and onwards, 
the moral ruin of man is a fact, and that fact 
demands a Saviour. The Bible reveals God's 
eternal Son as the Saviour of all who trulv believe 
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in His blessed name. " He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting l ife." 

The Bible touches every phase of human life from 
infancy to old age. It reveals the past, it unfolds 
the future, it covers all time, it embraces all, eter
nity. It throws its searching light on every being, 
on every word and deed uttered or done beneath 
and above the sun. Reader, read and study the 
Bible. 

THE BIBLE: 
A WONDERFUL BOOK. 

T H E Bible is a wonderful Book. Its structural 
arrangement is unlike any book in existence. It 
commands a larger circulation yearly than the com
bined sale of twenty of the most popular books of 
the day. The Bible is now circulating in nearly 600 
languages and dialects. It has created a literature 
of its own so vast as to defy computation. The 
Bible has had a wonderful history, and is the record 
of wonderful events and subjects. It is a wonderful 
book in its marvellous disclosure of what lies outside 
the sphere of human observation. The unseen to 
human eye and mind lies open in the sacred pages 
of our English Bible. Heaven, Hell, and Earth 
with their respective inhabitants and their doings— 
Time and Eternity and the problems connected 
therewith are disclosed in absolute truthfulness in 
these Divine and Inspired records and nQwhete else. 
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With but few exceptions the Bible has commanded 
the homage and reverence of the human race. Its 
moral effects in transforming the lives of millions 
of men and women, and in creating characters of 
love and beauty declare the wonder working of the 
Bible. 

But the surpassing excellency of the grand old 
book, its distinguishing glory consists in the fact 
that it reveals a wonderful Person:—GOD MANI
FESTED IN HOLY HUMANITY. The Creator in His 
moral character and attributes has appeared as a man 
in this world. Human eyes have beheld Him, and 
human hands have touched Him, and He has died 
for sinners. 

King and peasant, rich and poor, the highest 
and the lowest, old and young—all have been gripped 
by the wonderful messages contained in this wonder
ful book. It is the book for the human race, and 
strange to say, it is the only book in existence which 
faithfully exposes the sins and follies of men. It 
has thus incurred the hostility of men in all ages, 
and yet it is felt in the conscience of its very enemies 
to be true. God Himself is the Author of this 
wonderful book—the Bible. 

THE BIBLE AND MIRACLES. 
T H E Bible is by far the most interesting book in 
existence. It is more extensively read and studied 
than any book or series of books. It has created 
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a literature of its own in the form of Expositions, 
Commentaries, and numerous helps to its study. 
The effects produced by the Bible are more wide
spread, deep, and lasting than of any other known 
agency. The Book of books covers in its vast 
sweep and range of subjects, Time and Eternity, 
Heaven and Hell, Holiness and Sin, Divine perfec
tion and Human depravity. The creation of the 
universe (Col. i. 16) and the trivial question of a 
woman's hair (i Tim. ii. 9) both come equally within 
its observation. 

The Bible alone accounts for the existence of sin 
and its continued allowance. It reveals God in the 
activity of His nature in the realms of Creation, of 
Government, and of Grace. The Bible never 
panders to the pride of man. It was not written 
from a human standpoint, but from a Divine one. 
The Bible lives. Its sentences and words are God-
breathed; such. is the meaning of inspiration 
(2 Tim. iii. 16). The Bible from first to last pours 
out its wealth of testimony to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
THE ETERNAL SON OF THE ETERNAL GOD. 

The Bible is not the best book of human litera
ture—it is infinitely more. It is a revelation from 
God and of God, and is thus a Divine book for the 
human family of sixteen hundred millions. In 
every respect the Bible is unique: it stands alone as 
having God as its Author. The human mind and 
a Divine inspiration guiding in thought and word 
are both reflected in the Sacred Writings. A 
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characteristic feature of the Bible is its supernatural 
character. If you eliminate miracles and prophecy 
from the grand old Book, how much of it is left ? 
Why, there are about 1,000 prophecies in the Book, 
and upwards of 300 of these concern Christ Person
ally, which have had exact and literal fulfilment. 
The remnant would be rightly thrown aside as a 
fraud. If you act upon the challenge of the 
rationalist, and destroy faith in the miracles recorded 
in the Bible, you furnish us with a miracle of the 
most astonishing character. Biblical miracle untrue ! 
Biblical miracle a gigantic imposition ! In this book 
of fraud and lies is delineated a life of absolute 
purity, of infinite pity, of love stronger-than death 
itself ! Could bad men—would bad men write of 
the inexorable righteousness of God ? Surely not. 
God alone could exhibit the marvellous birth, des
tiny, life, death, resurrection, ascension, glory, and 
coming again of Jesus Christ. Man could not have 
conceived such a character—could not have invented 
such a story—one which has bowed the hearts of 
millions in worship in all times and ages, and of all 
sorts and conditions of men. 

There is revealed in the Scriptures a complete 
system so profound, of such depth and moral gran
deur, that one is baffled and amazed at the vastness 
of the scheme in which God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Angels fallen and unfallen, the Devil, Men, Heaven, 
Hell, Earth, and the whole Universe down to the 
tiniest blade of grass, will, action, thought, and 



8 

every conscious feeling, each and all having their 
part in this marvellous disclosure of the Divine Will 
and Purpose. 

This great and grand Purpose in its inception in 
eternity, its progressive development in time, and its 
completion in glory is surely a miracle ! By miracle > 
we understand the direct intervention of God—the 
suspension, it may be, for the time being of natural 
law. Every creature on earth believes in miracle— 
all of course of sane mind. 

There are three kinds of miracle. First: the 
Universal Miracle of Creation, witnessed to by its 
continued existence and design. However you may 
account for the existence of the heavens and of the 
earth with their teeming types of life, order and 
beauty, you must admit miracle in their origin, for 
science is absolutely helpless in determining any
thing as to the original creation. The Bible account 
demands less faith than that which shuts out God. 
Second: there is the personal Miracle. There is in 
each member of the human family a moral system of 
thought, of feeling, of will, of fear, of hope, love, 
desire. Whence came this ? Where is it located ? 
Science cannot account for it. Life is of God and 
from God, yet no one has seen it, nor touched it. 
Life is known by its characteristics, but what it is 
and how, and whence it came are questions outside 
human knowledge. Life in its origin and sustain-
ment is a miracle. The Bible tells more of life than 
all science. Death, too, is alone explained in the 
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Scriptures, and what is after. Third', there is the 
great Christian Miracle—the Resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ from the dead. On this sure founda
tion-fact, the whole truth of Christianity reposes, 
and it was attested by upwards of 500 chosen wit
nesses (Acts x. 4 1 ; 1 Cor. xv.). 

The first public miracle is that of Creating (Gen. 
i. 1). We do not read of miracles from the Fall till 
the Deluge; nor have we any public intervention of 
God during the whole period of the Christian Dis
pensation. But the supernatural is all around us, 
above us, and in us. Hence, to deny the existence 
of miracle is a piece of sheer absurdity. The 
growth of a seed is miraculous. The colours, tints, 
and perfume of flowers reveal miracle. No known 
laws can account for these, and the varied 
phenomena of nature. You cannot explain miracles. 
Reason is utterly at fault in the supernatural sphere. 
The simple question is, Can the alleged miracles of 
the Bible be certified as absolutely true? Take 
three instances. First—the creation of the heavens 
and earth. The biblical „account is the only one 
which holds the field, for the simple reason that it 
is in fullest accord with the facts of science, and 
also of human observation, which says God IS, and 
there must be a Divine Creator. Second—the uni
versal Deluge. The earliest traces of human history 
are Noachic. The destruction of the old world by 
water is attested in history, legend, and mythology. 
It is a universal tradition. It has never been denied. 
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Geology, too, bears testimony to the fact. Third— 
the Christian Miracle of Resurrection is believed 
and accepted as a great fact by all Christendom, 
speaking generally. It is the foundation of the 
Christian faith. There is one continuous miracle 
overlooked (we do not say designedly). Who 
UPHOLDS the Universe to-day ? Creation can have 
no inherent power. Its perpetual motion must be 
by an intelligence outside itself, and by a Power 
superior to itself. The Personal, Living One at 
God's right hand " upholds all things by the Word 
of His Power " (Heb. i. 3). He, and He alone, 
sustains the Universe. He guides the millions of 
worlds in their regular and grand procession through 
almost infinite space. 

Why, then, dispute the existence of miracles, or 
cavil at any miraculous event recorded in Scripture? 
The testimony to miracles is overwhelming. Matter 
and Force—an inadequate definition of what con
stitutes the Universe—cannot be explained by science 
as to its origin, numerous and diversified forms, and 
continued preservation. What then ? Faith in God 
is the only subjective power which triumphs in the 
supernatural sphere. When will we wake up to the 
fact, tersely stated by another, " The Living and 
Personal God is the Centre of the Universe " ? 
There is much in the Bible and much in the book of 
Creation which reason cannot grasp, not being given 
for that purpose, but of which faith says, " It is," 
and " It is right," 
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THE TITLES OF THE BIBLE. 
" T H E Scripture " (John x. 35); " The Scriptures " 
(2 Peter iii. 16); " The Holy Scriptures "—only 
once used (2 Tim. iii. 15); " The Word of God " 
(Heb. iv. 12); and " The Oracles of God " (Rom. 
iii. 2) spoken of by Stephen the martyr, as " Living 
Oracles " (Acts vii. 38), are titles employed to desig
nate the written Word. 

From the publication of the books of the New 
Testament till the fourth century, the fathers and 
Christians of those times not only regarded the in
spired writings as the all comprehensive sum of God's 
revelation to man, but spoke of them in terms of the 
highest veneration. They frequently referred to the 
New Testament as " the Gospel," " the Apostles," 
" the Scriptures of the Lord ," " Holy Scriptures," 
" Oracles of the Lord ," " Fountains, of the Divine 
Fulness," and other distinguishing titles. 

St. Jerome, probably the most distinguished and 
learned father of the Latin Church, and who 
flourished during the latter half of the fourth cen
tury, beautifully styled the whole collection of the 
66 sacred books " THE DIVINE LIBRARY." John 
Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, the eloquent 
preacher and faithful witness for God, and for long 
a contemporary with Jerome, was wont to refer to 
the Bible as " THE DIVINE BOOKS." 

From the fifth century the chosen title of the 
Sacred Scriptures throughout the known world has 



12 

been " The Holy Bible "—a title in general use in 
England for 600 years. It was under the pontifi
cate of the military head of the Romish Church— 
Julius II.—that the title " T h e Holy Bible " first 
received papal sanction. 

THE BIBLE s 
ITS DIVINE AUTHORITY. 

T H E volume usually termed " The Holy Bible " is 
more largely and widely circulated than any other 
book in existence. It has got a foothold throughout 
the whole world, being translated into almost every 
known spoken language. The Bible needs neither 
introduction nor apology. It has taken its place 
amongst men and will hold it, and make way for 
itself. All this and more, is sufficiently accounted, 
for as we consider the character, subjects, and 
authorship of the Bible. 

The Scriptures are inspired or God-breathed 
(2 Tim. iii. 16). We hold their verbal inspiration. 
The absolute authority of the Word flows from its 
Divine character. Do we possess in the Bible a full 
and perfect system of Divine Revelation adapted to 
the spiritual needs of each member of the huge 
human family ? a trustworthy account of creation 
and of our varied relationships and consequent 
responsibilities to God ? Has God revealed Himself 
in a written, therefore permanent form to man ? Is 
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there a final court of appeal, a Divine authority to 
which all must bow ? Or, are we left a sport to 
the vagaries of the human mind in which there is 
neither certainty nor authority ? 

These and numerous other questions which suggest 
themselves to thoughtful persons, force upon us the 
vital question of the moment—that which in our 
judgment overshadows all others. The Bible: Is 
it of God or man ? Is it a Divine book or a human 
compilation? If the former, then its supreme 
authority is unquestionable. If the latter, then it 
is the most gigantic and successful forgery ever per
petrated. We must have the whole Bible, for it is 
equally inspired in its parts, books, and subjects. 
The 960 references in the New Testament to the Old, 
bind up the two Testaments in one harmonious 
whole. We utterly reject the work of theological 
eclectics in the Sacred Volume. We want the Bible, 
the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible, as 
authority and chart on life's voyage from time to 
eternity. 

THE BIBLE: 
ITS VERBAL INSPIRATION. 

BUT are the speeches of Satan, the sayings of bad 
men, and the sermons and parables of our Lord, 
all equally inspired ? Undoubtedly. Inspiration 
applies to what is written, not to what was said or 
done. Bad men were not inspired by God to say 
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bad things, but the written record of them is inspired. 
Then is it inspiration of thought or word that we 
have in the Scriptures ? It is verbal or word inspira
tion that we insist upon. What says David ? " The 
Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and His word was 
in my tongue " (2 Sam. xxiii. 2). " Moses wrote 
all the words of the LORD " (Exod. xxiv. 4). " All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God." Now 
Scripture, or writing, is composed of letters and 
words, and it is the writing which is inspired or 
God-breathed. Again, " which things we speak," 
in chosen language of our own ? Nay, but in 
" words . . . which the Holy Ghost teacheth." 
Were it inspiration of thought, leaving it to the 
writer to employ his own language, then what cer
tainty would we have that we possessed the very 
truth in its absolute exactness as given by God ? 

Words and thoughts are wedded. The two are 
inseparably linked together. It must have been 
verbal inspiration with the Old Testament prophets, 
for they wrote as moved by the Spirit of God, 
things what they did not themselves understand, 
hence they had to search their own writings to 
find out the meaning of what they had com
mitted in parchment or paper (1 Peter i. 10-12). 
Inspiration gives us the certainty of what was 
revealed. We would not, ourselves, speak of " the 
Infallible Word " : infallibility, strictly speaking, 
applies to God alone; inspiration to the Bible. The 
highest spiritual understanding of an Apostle even, 
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is distinguished from what was revealed' by the 
Lord (i Cor. vii.). " T h u s saith the LORD" is surely 
verbal in its form. This favourite formula of the 
Prophets with other expressions of Divine Authority 
occurs nearly 2,000 times in the Bible. ' "'" 

Some have difficulty in reconciling the human 
element with inspiration, and thus raise difficulties 
as to " the style of the Holy Ghost." We see not 
the slightest difficulty here. The Spirit of God is 
sovereign in His choice of instruments. He has no 
style. He has caused the powerful mind of Paul 
to be reflected in his writings, and the warm heart 
of John in his. The Spirit uses the human vessel, 
holds it, controls it, shapes it, guards it in the 
certain communication of truth, yet not so as to 
shut out the individuality and character of the 
writer. 

It is not thought inspiration we plead for, thus 
leaving the writers freedom to express the " though t " 
in their own words. Were this the case all cer
tainty would be gone. It is inspiration of words we 
insist upon. Thoughts cannot be conceived without 
words—the vehicle of their expression. 

THE BIBLE: ITS PERFECTION. 
ALMOST every Bible fact and statement has been, 
questioned by ancient and modern infidelity, yet the 
truthfulness and exactness of every word of God 
throughout the entire range of the Inspired Volume 



i6 

are the more apparent by the most searching examina
tion. 

The countless number of the stars (Gen. xv. 5), 
the rotundity of the globe (Isa. xl. 22), the earth 
suspended in space (Job xxvi. 7), vegetation apart 
from sunlight (Gen. i. n-13) , the orderly series of 
creations—from the lesser to the greater (Gen. i.), 
the origin of the human race (Gen. ii.), the original 
languages of mankind (Gen. xi.), the historical rise 
of nations (Gen. x.), the moral fall of man (Gen. 
iii.), the chronological history of the race (Gen. v.), 
the universal deluge (Gen. vi.), a primal creation, 
subsequent ruin and restoration of the earth (Gen. 
i. 1-3), the early stages and characteristics of human 
history (Gen. i.-ix.). These and numerous other and 
interesting facts are recorded in one book of eleven 
chapters (Gen. i.-xi.)—a period of 2,000 years and 
more—a third of human history. 

Modern science is only slowly awaking to the dis
covery one by one of these truths, and vaunting her 
wisdom in so doing. Why, they were settled truths 
to the faith of the believer for more than 3,000 
years—ages before science had ever marshalled her 
facts or matured her schemes, and when all was 
mere guess and conjecture. 

We speak dogmatically when we assert the peer
less perfection of the Holy Scriptures, and we invite, 
with unshaken confidence as to the result, the faith 
of our readers in statement and word penned by 
God. We strongly object to the thought that 
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scientific discovery confirms the Word of God (as 
if GW-inspired statements needed human confirma
tion !) or throws light upon its Sacred Pages. Sub
jection of mind and of the whole moral being to 
the teaching of Holy Scripture throws a lustre 
around the student and casts its beams of light and 
warmth over the studies of the Scientist—an impulse 
to earnest study, too, yet a check on human arro
gance. Yes, we triumphantly reply to the scepticism 
of our days, The Bible is indeed the very Word of 
God. If a mere human production, why not pro
duce another work like it ? Shall we tell you the 
reason why it has not been done—not why it has not 
been attempted? Because the learned world of the 
20th century cannot produce another Bible. 

THE BIBLE: 
DIVINE, OR A FRAUD. 

THE Bible is either what it professes to be—the veri
table Word of the Living God—or the most gigantic 
fraud ever palmed off upon man. If the Bible is not 
the Word of God, then the writers of it were not 
good men, for they profess to write under Divine 
guidance, and " Thus saith the Lord " is their 
unvarying testimony. Their claim to be divinely 
inspired in the production of the Scriptures severally 
attributed to them is either true or false. If the 
former, then the Bible is established as the Word 
of God; if the latter, then the book should be con-
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signed to the flames and the authors be stigmatised 
as frauds and impostors. There is no middle 
ground. 

You cannot treat the Bible as you would any other 
book. If it is Divine in its origin and contents, 
then it is absolutely unique and unapproachable in 
the whole range of human literature. On the other 
hand, if the Bible is not what it professes to be, 
then relegate it to the fire as an outrage upon 
morality itself. We venture the remark that no 
ancient book or document is authenticated like the 
Bible. The mass of evidence, external and internal, 
is simply overwhelming. Prophecy and prediction 
have been fulfilled to the letter. The condition of 
the Jew to-day is an object lesson. Centuries before 
the dispersion of Judah her present miserable condi
tion for nigh twenty centuries was foretold in the 
Scriptures (Deut, xxviii. 49-68). Christ in outline 
and shadow is prefigured in the thirty-nine books 
of the Old Testament, and the twenty-seven 
books of the New form a Divine collection 
of verbally inspired writings, in which Christ is 
their centre and theme. We refer to the original 
Scriptures. Through the labours of pious" and 
scholarly men. the text has been restored to nigh the 
absolute purity in which it came from the writers 
who were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

'" The Holy Bible " has been the chosen title of 
the Book of books for upwards of six hundred 

ears. The Bible is complete in all its books, parts, . 
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and words. Nothing can be added and no abridge
ment can possibly be allowed. There is no develop
ment in the completed revelation of God. This 
marvellous volume is God's revelation of Himself 
to man. It contains a Divine system of truth, 
doctrine, history, miracle, prophecy, and ethical 
teaching—absolutely full and exact. Bible state
ments constitute the words of the Holy Ghost, and 
hence cannot be subject to revision. We press upon 
one and all the absolute perfection of Holy Scripture. 
A world without the Bible would plunge millions 
into despair. The coming apostacy—devilish in its 
character and universal in its extent—is founded 
on the thorough rejection of the Bible, and of its 
sublime teachings. 

THE BIBLE: ITS CRITICS. 
F O R many centuries the Holy Bible has been sub
jected to fiercest criticism. Those attacks com
menced in the early part of the third Christian 
Century. A noted infidel and bitter opponent of 
Christianity led in this unholy crusade. Others 
followed. But these atheistic attacks have prac
tically ceased. Now, strange to say, the antagonism 
to God and the Bible has its centre in the seats 
of the Reformation, where, 300 years ago, the 
glorious light of the Gospel shone brilliantly, 
and to the joy and emancipation of millions. 
Germany and England are sending out their 
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theological students to corrupt Christianity and 
destroy the Bible in its letter and spirit as a Divine 
Revelation. Thousands of trained men in pulpit 
and platform, in academy and in the Press, are 
doing their level best to undermine the foundations 
of Christianity. 

The negation of the Bible, the denial of Eternal 
Punishment; the Cross as a Sacrifice for sins, 
and the Virgin Birth of our Lord are matters of 
jest and ridicule. From the 17th century Christian (?) 
teachers and professors have been doing their utmost 
to destroy faith in the Bible as a revelation from 
God. What is the result of their labours? The 
traditional respect for the Bible is gone. The fear 
of God is gone. The future has no everlasting 
dread. These and other moral restraints gone, the 
wild passions of men are let loose against society— 
murder and violence are rampant. Obedience to 
authority is only secured by rigorous enactments. 
Respect for king, magistrate, and parent is rapidly 
going. The " iron " (strength) and " clay " (the 
popular will) are in direct conflict (Dan. ii. 34, 35). 
The world is about to enter upon the scene depicting 
the normal life after the removal of the Church 
(Rev. ix. 20, 21). It is a lurid picture, but not 
overdrawn. 

But have the critics—be they pagan or Christian— 
succeeded in destroying the Bible ? No. Why can
not they let it alone? Simply because God in His 
Word speaks to the conscience, and it won't let 
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them alone. Men know in the depths of their being 
that the Bible is true, however much they may seek 
to cover it up or gloss it over. Christ was hated 
without a cause. Men crucified Him because of His 
goodness. The same hatred is expressed in. the 
present and determined effort to tear the Bible to 
pieces. It is the perfection of the Bible, in its truths 
and doctrines, as it was the perfection of Christ 
in His moral excellencies which rouses the hatred of 
men. 

T H E CLAIMS OF THE BOOK. 

Reader, if ever there was a trumpet-call to rouse 
up and defend the faith of God's elect, it is now. 
We wish that in every country, in every city, in every 
village, meetings were held to bring the claims of 
the Bible before the people. 

The Bible needs not.our defence. The Bible is 
immortal; it never knows a resurrection for it cannot 
die. We have no dread as to the future of the 
Bible. In whole or in part, it is now circulating in 
more than 550 languages and dialects, and its issues 
yearly exceed the combined circulation of more than 
twenty of the most popular books of the day. In 
eastern lands the circulation of the Scriptures is 
progressing by leaps and bounds. The Bible is 
God's one and only Book for each member of the 
human family. Read the Bible till soul, conscience, 
and life are completely surrendered to its Divine 
authority. 
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The Bible was commenced by Moses 1500 B.C., 
and finished by John at the close of the first Chris
tian century. Thus the composition of the Book of 
books occupied a period of sixteen centuries. The 
Holy Bible has been its chosen title to the English 
race for 600 years. The framework of the Bible, 
as to language, writers, subjects, times, and places 
where the respective portions were written, is an 
exceedingly interesting study. Popular instruction 
on Biblical topics is much needed. Cheap manuals 
unfolding the beauties of the Bible—written simply, 
and adapted to reach the masses—should be in widest 
circulation. In every Christian household the Bible 
should be daily read, and when possible simply 
explained, especially to the younger branches of the 
family. Thousands are drinking in the poison of 
the " Higher Criticism " through sheer ignorance of 
what the Bible teaches. 

We have heard and read of some who have pro
claimed that they have read the Bible from beginning 
to end many times. This does not appeal to us. 
Beware of legalism; of a mere mechanical process. 
Study and read the Bible for soul-profit. See that 
no part of it is neglected. The Teacher of the Bible 
is the Holy Spirit who inspired it. 

The verbal inspiration of the Sacred Volume in all 
its books and words is our souls' firm conviction. 
We refer, of course, to the original MSS. of the Old 
and New Testaments, 
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KEY NOTES TO THE BOOKS 
OF THE BIBLE. 

THE PENTATEUCH. 

I.—GENESIS contains in germ every truth and 
subject unfolded in the Word of God. 

2.—EXODUS illustrates in grand and impressive 
types the great truth of Redemption and resulting 
consequences in grace and government. 

3.^LEVITICUS treats of sacrifice and priesthood, 
the basis and means of drawing nigh to God. Its 
counterpart. in the New Testament is the Hebrews. 

4.—NUMBERS records the trials, service arid wan
derings of Israel in the wilderness, and abounds in 
moral instruction to us. 

5.—DEUTERONOMY reviews the wilderness and 
instructs us as to Canaan-ways and conduct. 

HISTORICAL. 

6.—JOSHUA treats of the wars of Canaan and con
quest of and partition of the country amongst the 
twelve tribes. 

7-—JUDGES notes the repeated failures of the 
people, with Jehovah's unchangeable faithfulness and 
grace. 

8.—RUTH unfolds in type Israel's future reception 
pn the ground of sovereign grace alone. 

9.—1 SAMUEL shews governmental power in the 
hands of Saul, 
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10.—2 SAMUEL shews governmental power in the 
hands of David. 

II.—I KINGS shews governmental power in the 
hands of Solomon and its subsequent decline. 

12.—2 KINGS traces the decline of royal power, 
especially in the ten-tribed Kingdom of Israel. 

13.̂ —1 CHRONICLES shews royal power and glory 
in David connected with the Throne and the Temple. 

14.—2 CHRONICLES traces the decline of royal 
power, especially in the Kingdom of Judah. 

15.-—EZRA unfolds the ecclesiastical condition of 
the returned Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem. Ezra 
was a priest and scribe. 

16.—NEHEMIAH unfolds the civil condition of the 
returned Jews to Jerusalem. Nehemiah was the civil 
governor over Jerusalem. 

17.—ESTHER reveals the providential care of 
Jehovah over the mass of His people not returned 
to Judea from the captivity. Contains also the 
origin of the Jewish feast of Purim, observed to this 
day. 

POETIC. 

18.—JOB details the process by which the flesh and 
human righteousness are withered up—all being 
under the disciplinary hand of God. 

19.—THE BOOK OF PSALMS records the experiences 
of Christ personally, of Israel, and of the godly in 
all ages; and also shews the Messiah's connection 
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with Israel and Judah in the past and future. The 
book is both moral and prophetic. 

20.—PROVERBS is a divine collection of wise 
maxims for a righteous walk in the world, ensuring 
prosperity under the government of God. 

21.—ECCLESIASTES gives the search of the king 
for happiness, with the result, " All is vanity,"—all 
under the sun. Our object is above (Phil, iii.) 

22.—The SONG OF SOLOMON unfolds the changing 
feelings of the bride and the unchanging affection of 
the bridegroom. 

PROPHETIC. 

23.—ISAIAH is the grandest and most comprehen
sive of all the prophetic writings. 

24.—JEREMIAH is both historical and moral in 
character, and deals with Israel, Judah, and the 
nations of the past and future. 

25.—THE LAMENTATIONS depicts the sorrows of a 
heart breaking itself over the miseries of God's 
people—Israel—and is a supplement to the book of 
Jeremiah. 

26.—EZEKIEL unfolds the judgment of Israel by 
the Chaldeans, and reveals latter-day blessing con
nected with Israel, her land and temple. 

27.—DANIEL comprehensively sketches the times of 
the Gentiles and their latter-day connection with 
Judah (Luke xxi. 24). 

28.-—HOSEA points out the sins of Israel and 
Judah; but also their future blessing. 
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2g.—JOEL speaks of the day of the Lord {judg
ment), afterward the Spirit poured out upon all 
flesh—Pentecost being a sample of the blessing 
(Acts ii.). 

30.—AMOS declares the iniquities of Israel and the 
nations; at the close, however, glory and blessing 
breaks out for all Israel. 

31.:—OBADIAH presents a brief and forcible record 
of Edom's ways and doom. 

32.—JONAH announces judgment upon Nineveh, 
and also notes its repentance. 

33.—MlCAH predicts certain judgment upon Jeru
salem and Samaria, but announces full blessing for 
both in the last days. 

34.—NAHUM is the announcement of final judg
ment upon haughty Nineveh—capital of the Assyrian 
kingdom. 

35.—HABAKKUK abounds in moral reflections and 
exercises upon Israel's sorrowful condition and guilty-
ways. 

36.—ZEPHANIAH speaks of unsparing judgment 
upon Jerusalem and the nations—a remnant preserved 
and blest. " The day of the Lord " is the charac
teristic term of the book, and one which always 
denotes judgment. 

37.—HAGGAI affords, divine encouragement to the 
people to resume the building of the temple, which 
had been interrupted for about 14 years. 

38.—ZECHARIAH" unfolds the scenes of the last 
days, Jerusalem being the centre of them all. 



27 

39-—MALACHI gives a touching record of Jehovah's 
last pleadings with His people. John the Baptist is 
referred to in chap. iii.; Elijah in chap. iv.; Christ's 
coming in grace, chap. iii.; Christ's coming in judg
ment, chap. iv. 

T H E F O U R GOSPELS. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT is the work of eight writers: 
Matthew, the despised tax collector; Peter and John, 
" ignoran t and un lea rned" ; John Mark, "the 
graphic delineator of the Lord's life in the second 
and ^shortest of the gospels; Luke, the scholarly 
Gentile physician; Paul, the tent maker of mighty 
intellect; Jude, crisp and energetic; and James, the 
practical. 

i.'—MATTHEW reveals Christ in Jewish connection, 
according to Old Testament prophecy and predic
tion. Herein is recorded the Incarnation in its 
Jewish connection. 

2.—MARK shews Jesus as His Father 's servant, 
acting in grace in the midst of human misery. 

3.—LUKE unfolds Christ's pathway as a man 
amongst men—the Perfect Man, full of human 
sympathy and tenderness. The Incarnation, or God 
manifested in Holy Humanity in relation to the 
Human race. 

4.—JOHN—Christ is here revealed as Son and 
Lamb of God. His moral and divine glories broke 
through the Veil of His perfect humanity and 
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Scattered rays of light and love all along His blessed 
path.* 

5.—ACTS is the only missionary record of a 
reliable character extant, as to the progress of 
Christianity for the first 30 years of the Christian 
era, or from Pentecost—from Jerusalem to Rome. 

T H E EPISTLES. 

6.—ROMANS is the unfolding of the great doc
trines of Christianity as Righteousness, Justifica
tion, etc., and the consequences upon the state of 
soul and practice in daily life. 

7.—1 CORINTHIANS rebukes loose walk, low state 
of morals, and bad doctrine. It also unfolds 
Church—order, ministry, gift, discipline, etc. 

8.—2 CORINTHIANS delineates the feelings, ex
periences, trials, and circumstances of the Apostle 
Paul in his life and service for the Lord. 

9.—GALATIANS contrasts Judaism and Christi
anity, or Moses with Christ. 

10.—EPHESIANS unfolds the fulness of Christian 
blessing and privilege; also Christian responsibility 
and conflict. 

* NOTE.—-The four Gospels combined give the Spirit's perfect 
revelation of the Christ of God. Behold the King, is the testi
mony of Matthew. Behold the Servant, is tha t of Mark. 
Behold the Man, is tha t of Luke. Behold the Son and Lamb, 
is that of John. In the four, the death and resurrection of our 
Lord are narrated ; in the second and third only is the Ascension 
recorded. There is no genealogy of the Lord given in Mark and 
John. In Matthew, it is the royal genealogy through Joseph ; 
in Luke, it is the civil genealogy through Mary. 
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II.—PHILIPPIANS delineates Christian experience, 
which is simply Christ in life and death for the 
believer. 

12.—COLOSSIANS discloses the pre-eminent glories 
of Christ in every sphere and in all things, and this 
Glorious One—the Church's Head. 

13.—1 THESSALONIANS unfolds the truth of the 
Lord's personal return, but in connection with His 
Saints. 

14.—2 THESSALONIANS treats of the Lord's coming 
chiefly in relation to the world. 

15.—1 TIMOTHY unfolds the ecclesiastical ordering 
of the Church according to God. 

16.—2 TIMOTHY is the last of the Pauline 
Epistles, and, while treating of the Church as in 
disorder and ruin, reveals the path of faith for the 
individual believer. 

17.—TlTUS shews, the needed qualifications for 
office in the Church; also insists upon godly conduct. 

18.—PHILEMON is the first and finest specimen of 
private Christian correspondence extant. 

19.—HEBREWS, reveals Christ as the Apostle, 
Sacrifice, High Priest, and Witness, and our asso
ciation with Him in these and other official glories 
and offices. 

20.—JAMES writes to the twelve tribes of Israel, 
distinguishing also the godly from the nation, in
sisting upon practical Christianity, and treating of 
the Synagogue and Christian Assembly, 
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2i.—i PETER treats of God's righteous and holy 
government over His Saints. 

22.—2 PETER shews God's righteous and public 
government over the world and on to eternity. 

23.—1 JOHN descants upon Eternal Life, the 
characteristics of the new nature, and communion 
with God. 

24.—2 JOHN insists upon acknowledgment of Christ 
and love in the truth as safeguards in the last days. 

25.—3 JOHN urges to Christian hospitality, es
pecially to servants of the Lord. 

26.—JUDE sketches energetically, and in forcible 
figures and language, the apostacy of the public 
Christian profession, yet future. 

27.—THE REVELATION is the 66th and concluding 
book of the Bible. Its main subject is Judgment, 
then glory, and blessing. The Bible is now com
plete, and, as a result, the government of the earth 
is shewn to be wielded by Christ and His heavenly 
Saints. Eternity, too, is revealed in this marvellous 
book, in its relation to the righteous and also to the 
unbelieving and impenitent. 

THE GREAT DIVISIONS OF 
THE BIBLE. 

T H E Bible consists of 66 books, and these are dis
tributed into seven divisions. Before noting these, 
however, observe that these 66 books are broken up 
into two parts, respectively known as " The Old 
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Testament " and " The New Testament," with 
about 400 years between. In the former there are 
39 books; in the latter 27. The 39 should be re
duced to 36, as the double books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles were originally written as one volume 
each. The number 36 is significant. GOD IN 
GOVERNMENT is the great feature of the Old 
Testament. Three is the Divine number—expressing 
the plurality of the Persons in the Godhead: see 
Matt, xxviii. 19, etc.—whilst twelve expresses Divine 
Government on earth, as the twelve tribes of Israel, 
twelve Apostles, etc. These numerals combined give 
us God in Government. The 27 books of the later 
Revelation with its eight writers carry with it the 
numeral three intensified and augmented. Thus 
three is the only divisible number obtainable. GOD 
IN GRACE is the characteristic feature of the 
New Testament. 

First Division, the P E N T A T E U C H , or first five 
books of Scripture written by Moses 3,500 years 
ago. The last chapter recording the death and ' ; 
burial of Moses was probably written—the first eight -
verses by Joshua and the concluding four verses by 
another hand. History, Biography, Science, Chrono
logy, Legislation, Public Government, Civilization, 
Patriarchal Life and Customs, and God's ways of 
unfailing grace are characteristic features of the 
Pentateuch. This exceedingly grand old book 
forms to-day the foundation of the world's laws, 
legislation, and government. 
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Second Division, the P R O P H E T S . Under this 
comprehensive designation are embraced the histori
cal books from Joshua to Esther, and the prophetical 
writings from Isaiah to Malachi; 29 books in all. 
Prophecy means forth-telling, not " future telling." 
The term " prophet " may signify the declaration 
of the Divine mind as to the then present or future, 
hence the aptness of this Divine title as embracing 
both present and future. 

Third Division is denominated the PSALMS, 
under which are grouped the remaining five books 
of the Old Testament, namely, Job, Book of Psalms, 
ProVerbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. " The 
Psalms " is a divisional title and must not be con
founded with " The Book of Psalms " expressly 
named (Acts i. 20; Luke xx. 42). This threefold 
classification of the books of the Old Testament has 
the direct authority of the Lord Himself: see Luke 
xxiv. 44. The Psalms are the only books of the 
older Revelation which deal with the feelings, ex
periences, and exercises of the human heart—dis
tinctly moral in character. 

Fourth Division unfolds the history of J E S U S 
CHRIST on earth as depicted in the F O U R 
GOSPELS—the history is traced from the Incarna
tion till the Ascension. Matthew writes of Christ 
as King and of His Kingdom. Mark delineates 
Christ as His Father 's Servant and of His Service. 
Luke unfolds Him as Son of Man and of His 
ministry and relation to men as such. John writes 
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of Christ as Son of God and Lamb of God. His 
every act and word bears the stamp of Deity. 

Fifth Division, the ACTS. This is the historical 
portion of the New Revelation, and constitutes a 
necessary supplement to the Gospels. How did 
Christianity fare in this world? How did it pro
gress ? Was the Cross the doom and death-knell of 
Christianity? Nay, it was the glorious foundation 
on which it securely rests. But this book is also 
a needful introduction to the study of the Epistles, 
containing as it does the historical circumstances, 
without a knowledge of which the Epistles would 
be but poorly apprehended. The historical circum
stances which led to the writing, of the Epistles are 
here noted. Thus read and compare chap. xv. with 
the Epistle to the Galatians; chap. xvi. with the 
Philippian Epistle; chap xvii. with the Thessalonian 
Epistles; chaps, xviii. and xix. with the Corinthian 
Epistles; chap. xxi. with the Epistle of James, etc. 
Evangelists should carefully read this book of 
missionary and evangelistic enterprise of about 
thirty years, as detailing apostolic methods of work 
and service under the direct guidance of the Holy 
Ghost. Much of the modern style and character 
of work cannot stand the searching light of the 
Acts. The services of the Holy Ghost, come down 
from Heaven consequent upon the heavenly glory 
of Christ, is the main point developed. The book 
naturally divides itself into two par ts : the first con
sisting of chaps, i.-xii. and which unfolds chiefly 

(2) 
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the ministry of Peter amongst the Jews—Jerusalem 
being the religious centre; whilst the second part, 
which is from chap. xiii. to the end, records the 
active ministry of Paul amongst the Gentiles— 
Antioch, then Rome being the respective centres. 
There were no Societies, no controlling body, no 
committees directing the services of God's Servants. 
The direct guidance of the Holy Spirit is a marked 
feature of this truly remarkable book : see chaps, iv. 
8; viii. 29; x. 19; xiii. 2, 4 ; xvi. 6, 7; xx. 23, 28. 
Fully two-thirds of the history treats of the service 
of the Gentile apostle and is brought down to his 
imprisonment at Rome, A.D. 65. 

Sixth Division, the E P I S T L E S , of which there 
are 21. Of these Paul wrote fourteen, John three, 
Peter two, Jude one, and James one. The work 
in all of five writers answering to the fivefold 
ministry given by our Ascended Lord (Eph. iv. 11). 
Paul writes of and to the Church of God. John 
contemplates the family of God. Peter feeds the 
flock of God. Jude has before him the Saints of 
God, and James the Israel of God. 

Seventh Division is the R E V E L A T I O N , the only 
prophetical book of the New Testament, and con
tains the closing actions of men and nations, and 
the last dealings of God with the race. This won
drous book of vision and prophecy is thus divided, 
" Write the things which thou hast seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which shall be here
after " (i. 17)—a past, a present, and a future. 
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THE WRITERS OF THE SACRED 
BOOKS. 

THE penmen were sovereignly drawn from all 
classes of society—from the monarch to the peasant— 
embracing in their range every variety of 
character, and intellectual and moral endowment. 
In this respect the Bible is unequalled, and must 
bear the palm of numbering amongst its writers the 
rarest combination of sanctified heart and mind. 
God is the Author of the Book, and the writers 
simply wro e the very words God gave them to pen. 

Whilst the original Scriptures are verbally inspired 
in words, in letters, and down even to the minutest 
stroke—-jot and tittle (Matt. v. 18)—yet the character 
of each of the human vessels is distinctly reflected in 
the Divine books. This consideration gives charming 
variety to the style in which the books are written. 
Forty writers under the dictation of the Holy Ghost, 
and the individuality of each preserved ! It was not 
a mechanical process. Inspiration is in fullest 
accord with the freedom of heart and mind of the 
many penmen employed in the production of the 
Sacred Volume. 

Amongst the writers may be mentioned the 
" learned Moses," with legal claim to the throne of 
Egypt ; Joshua, the renowned military leader of the 
Lord's host; Samuel, the eminent prophet and judge; 
Daniel, who rose to be the distinguished Prime 
Minister during the Babylonian dynasty; Ezra, 
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revered almost equal to Moses; Nehemiah, the cup
bearer on attendance to the Persian Monarch; of 
prophets there are Isaiah the grand, Jeremiah the 
weeper, Ezekiel the fiery, Amos the homely; of the 
New Testament we have Matthew, the despised tax 
collector; John and Peter, unlearned fishermen; 
Luke, the scholarly Gentile physician; and Paul, of 
never-dying fame as a scholar, Christian teacher 
and the Apostle to the Gentile world. 

Then we have the simple style of Amos, the 
flowing diction of Zephaniah, the heart-broken 
utterances of Jeremiah, the impassioned words of 
Ezekiel, the powerfully descriptive style of Joel, 
the sublime language of Habakkuk; of the New 
Testament Matthew is calm and dignified, Mark is 
beautiful in detail, circumstantial as a narrator of 
the Lord's life and ministry; Luke is classical and 
scholarly; John pours out his soul in adoration of 
Christ; James is eminently practical; Jude is crisp 
and energetic; Paul as a writer is unequalled; Peter 
is fervent and exposes his individuality in all he 
writes. 

THE PENTATEUCH. 
From the Greek pente (five), and teuchos (book)—the 

five-volumed book of Moses. 

THE first five books of Holy Scripture were written 
3,500 years ago, and thus the most venerable 
document extant. The Pentateuch was written on 
one scroll, in Hebrew, and divided into numerous 
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sections so as, to facilitate its reading in the Syna
gogues. Its distribution into books can be traced 
up to the days of Ezra, the inspired Editor of the 
Old Testament, according to Jewish tradition. 

The Pentateuch has been for ages the world's 
great preacher on science, history, and in the moral 
domain as well. The rudiments and earliest stages 
of human history are unfolded in these, the earliest 
records of the race. The foundations of European 
legislation, government, law, and society are here 
disclosed in their original simplicity and purity. 
Our relationship God-ward and man-ward is laid 
in this five-volumed book, which, we doubt not, is 
preserved and hid away as the other inspired books 
(i Peter i. 23, 25). 

The last chapter of the Pentateuch is a very 
touching one. It records the death and burial of 
the aged deliverer of Israel. No human eye beheld 
the closing moments of his eventful life; no human 
hand in sympathetic touch was laid on the dying 
saint; no human voice was heard. But Jehovah, 
the exhibitor of the beauties of Emmanuel's land 
(verses 1-4) was beside His dying servant. Jehovah 
is better than man. Jehovah buried him in a 
sepulchre known only to Himself. The last chapter 
of the Pentateuch, especially verses 5-7, is 
ascribed to Joshua, but as no one was present at 
the death and burial of Moses, save Jehovah, we 
see no real difficulty in supposing Moses to be the 
prophetic historian of his own death. Whether 
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Moses or Joshua was the narrator of the closing 
scenes in the life of the aged legislator little matters; 
bring God into the circumstances, then all is simple 
and difficulty vanishes. Inspiration applies to what 
is written, i.e., the Scriptures. 

On the completion of the Pentateuch, Moses 
directed the Levites to place it in the side of the 
Ark—the most sacred and secure custodian (Deut, 
xxxi. 24-26) known. It lay there for about seven 
hundred and fifty years—forgotten and to some 
extent disregarded. It was a wise Deuteronomic 
law that the Kings of Israel were to write out a 
copy of the Pentateuch and read it constantly (Deut, 
xvii. 18). It was the original Pentateuch and not 
a copy merely that was found by Hilkiah, the high 
priest, in the Temple (2 Kings xxii. 8; 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 14). What a discovery ! 

THE DIVINE LEGATION OF MOSES. 

THE Divine Legation of Moses is fully verified and 
attested. As to the Divine testimony concerning 
Jesus Christ! He is the subject of all Scripture, 
and in all respects He exceeds and excels. But the 
discredited Moses of German and English theology 
is the honoured subject of Kings, Prophets, Apostles, 
and of the Lord Himself. By Joshua i. 7; by 
Samuel, 1 Sam. xii. 6-8; by David, 1 Kings ii. 3 ; 
by Solomon, 1 Kings viii. 53, 56; by J E H O V A H , 
2 Kings xxi. 8; by Josiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 2, 3 ; by 
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Jehoiada, 2 Chron. xxiii. 16-18; by Hezekiah, 
2 Chron. xxx. 16; by Ezra vii. 6; by Nehemiah xiii. 
1; by Daniel ix. 11 -13; by Malachi iv. 4 ; by 
CHRIST, John v. 45-47; by Peter, Acts iii. 22-26; 
by Stephen, Acts vii.; by Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 9. By 
all Jewish writers—ancient and modern. Apostates 
as Mohamet and Julian, and heathen writers as 
Longinus and Tacitus, have borne testimony to 
Moses. Yet in the face of such overwhelming wit
nesses Christian (?) divines are found bold enough 
and bad enough to impugn the Divine Authority of 
the Pentateuch and its Mosaic authorship! Every 
attack upon Moses, every depreciatory word on the 
writings of Moses recoil on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for He testified again and again as to the Divine 
mission of Moses and the Divine character of the 
Pentateuch. 

When our Saviour and Lord rose from the 
dead, He referred the sorrowing travellers—Cleopas 
and his wife—to Emmaus to the ancient Scrip
tures, " beginning at Moses "•—for underneath the 
abstract typical system elaborated in the Penta
teuch, Christ lay hid in His sacrificial, prophetic, 
and regal glories. " He expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Him
self " (Luke xxiv. 27). Probably the conversation 
lasted nigh if not quite two hours. The Old 
Testament must have seemed like a new Bible under 
the inspiration of the ONE, whose glories and 
excellencies it portrayed. 
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MOSES AND CHRIST. 
IN the historical books of the Old Testament " the 
law of the Lord " is mentioned more than thirty 
times, while fifteen times Moses is named as the 
giver or mediator of it. Again, in the New Testa
ment, Moses is mentioned eighty times, in about 
forty of those instances the law-giver is expressly 
referred to as the giver of it. All the prophets refer 
to the Pentateuch. In Deuteronomy alone, we meet 
with ' about thirty-six express references to the 
previous books. But the chain of evidence is com
plete, the Divine legation of Moses proved and 
vindicated, and the authority of the whole Penta
teuch amply vouched for, inasmuch as the Lord 
before the Cross, appealed to the writings of Moses 
as of equal authority with His own words (John v. 
46, 47); while after the Cross, He spake of them as 
the first great division of the Old Testament books 
(Luke xxiv. 44); also expounding them and applying 
them to the hearts of the disconsolate travellers to 
Emmaus (27). 

But there comes yet another, and a solemn witness 
from the invisible world. There you have absolute 
truth and certainty; there the voice of the objector 
is hushed. " The larger hope," or, a gospel after 
death, finds not a shadow of countenance in the 
Scriptures; certainly the 16th chapter of Luke, 19-31, 
which is not termed a parable, is in direct opposition 
to it (26). Abraham sets the authority of Moses 
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and the prophets on a par with the great truth of 
Christianity itself—the Resurrection. " If they," 
not persons in hades, but on earth, " hear not Moses 
and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead " (Luke xvi. 31). 
This witness is true, for a Lazarus was raised from 
the dead, yet the law-leaders sought his life (John 
xii. 10). 

Again, Paul, that great exponent of Jewish law 
and custom, and distinguished interpreter of the 
Mosaic writings, in course of his fourteen epistles, 
comments on almost every part of the Pentateuch. 
Thus the Scripture cannot be broken. Let every 
K^believer in Moses solemnly remember that he can
not also be a believer in Christ, for " i f ye believe 
not his (Moses') writings, how shall ye believe my 
words? " Moses and Christ stand or fall together. 
The men we are at present contending with, while 
depreciating Moses are with the same breath covertly 
attacking Christ. With some it is done in ignorance, 
but it is done all the same. Of course it is not 
the' public attitude taken up. In the same book, 
in the same page, yea, in the same paragraph, you 
may find Moses assailed and Christ praised! The 
ignorance of Moses exposed, and the character of 
Christ exhibited in the most charming l ight! But 
we indignantly refuse to recognize the Christianity 
or own the morality of the men who lower Moses 
and exalt Christ! Their words of adulation about 
the Lord are fulsome> and their honeyed sentences 
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are exceedingly nauseous. That, however, is the 
least of it. Their wickedness is great, and may the 
Lord pardon them before they go to the grave, and 
afterwards meet Him—their injured Lord—in judg
ment! Are we to understand that He Who is " the 
truth " and the Creator of worlds, did not know 
of the mistakes in the Pentateuch, or, if He did, 
that knowing all, yet commended the contradic
tory (?) writings of Moses ? What an impious 
attack upon the character of our Lord! 

HERODOTUS AND MOSES. 
HERODOTUS has been termed " the father of his
tory," but that designation only and properly applies 
to Moses, who, in the book of Genesis wrote the 
world's history from its birth—a history of 2,360 
years. Equally distinguished in legislation, he not 
only records the initial stages of Israel's wonderful 
history of 40 years, but in a body of laws charac
terised by depth of wisdom, and in a system of 
separating ordinances, which, when read intelligently, 
opens a grand future yet to be written of the Hebrew 
nation, leaves the Pentateuch a marvel in conception, 
and in its unity of books, and subjects, and design 
stamped'—if ever book or work was—with the seal 
of the Living God. It may be remarked that in 
this respect, the ordinances and feasts of Israel differ 
from those of any other nation or people. Israel's 
ordinances (with one or two slight exceptions) were 
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anticifative, and foretold a future history; whereas 
those of other nations are commemorative of past 
history and events. The high antiquity of the 
Pentateuch is unquestionable—preceding Herodotus 
by a thousand years, and Homer and Hesiod, yet 
more ancient, by six or seven centuries. 

TESTIMONY OF THE MONUMENTS. 
So full, abundant and precise are the stone records 
in the British museum (London), from the ruined 
East, that open infidelity has received a rude check. 
So confirmatory has been the evidence in this res
pect that the most distinguished Oriental scholar of 
the day has turned from the vagaries of Rationalism 
to the faith of Christ. The 30,000 tablets com
prising the Assyrian library in stone, and equal in 
quantity to the contents of the Old Testament, have 
been deciphered. These inscriptions have confirmed 
the accuracy of the Bible records of the wars and 
invasions of Sennacherib—proved them up to the 
hilt. Some slight discrepancies there are between 
the book and the stone, between the Hebrew historian 
and the heathen annalist. It would have belied the 
Eastern character had this not been the case, for we 
all know the tendency of the Eastern mind to exag
gerate. 

Look at the Moabite stone written nearly 800 
years before Christ, commemorating the victories 
of Mesha, king of Moab, over Omri, king of Israel. 
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This veritable monument of antiquity contains the 
names of monarchs found in the second book of 
Kings and of places mentioned in Jeremiah xlvi. 
Not that the Bible needs these confirmations. It is 
an independent source of light; it gives, never 
borrows. The ruined East is a grand .witness to the 
truth of the Bible. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
NEW TESTAMENT is an expression of the believer's 
new position before God since the work of the Cross, 
the rending of the Veil, the Ascension, and the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. It is one no doubt 
borrowed from Matt. xxvi. 28; and we suppose that 
2 Cor. iii. 14 would give title to the previous revela
tion—Old Testament. The New Testament was 
written during the latter half of the first Christian 
century. The original documents which came from 
the pen of Inspiration, were generally either of parch
ment or of the brittle papyrus plant. Paul seems 
to have used the former more specially (2 Tim. iv. 
13), which was very enduring, being prepared from 
the skins of sheep, antelopes, etc.; while John wrote 
on the latter material (2 John 12), which grew plenti
fully on the banks of the Nile and elsewhere, from 
whence our word fafer is derived. A few specimens 
of this Egyptian paper have been found in tombs. 
The earliest documents we have are Biblical MSS. 
The Vatican MS. is supposed to date from the fourth 
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century. It is in the custody of the Romish Church 
at Rome. The Sinaitic codex, also of the fourth 
century, is in possession of the Greek Church at 
Petrograd. The Alexandrian codex in London is 
of the fifth century. No classical MSS. are anything 
so old. 

HISTORICAL TESTIMONY TO 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

THE historical evidence for the credibility of the 
New Testament, which necessarily involves that of 
the Old, is more full and precise than can be adduced 
for the authenticity of any classical work of 
antiquity—the testimony we refer to is furnished 
both by friends and foes of Christianity. It is 
held that the whole of the New Testament could 
be reproduced from the writers of the Fathers of 
the first four centuries. From then to the present 
time the chain of evidence is continuous and un
breakable. 

T H E F I R S T CENTURY. 

There are several valuable Epistles written by the 
" Apostolic Fathers," so termed because the writers 
had personally known and been instructed by the 
Apostles—especially Paul and John. We may here 
remark that the various Treatises and Epistles by 
the " Apostolic Fathers ," i.e., Clement, Hernias, 
Barnabas, Ignatius, and Polycarp make no claim to 
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be inspired, nor were they regarded by the early 
Chureh as of equal authority with the inspired 
writings of the New Testament. These latter are 
impressed with the Seal of the Living God. A 
wide gulf separates the inspired from all human 
writings and spurious gospels of these early times. 

CLEMENT, A.D. 95, a fellow-labourer of Paul. 
Clement is the reputed author of two Epistles. The 
first is undoubtedly genuine, and was addressed to 
the Church at Corinth. In this letter he refers to 
Paul's first Epistle to that same Church. He also 
quotes largely from the Gospels. A celebrated 
writer says: " V e r y few writings o£ classical or 
Christian antiquity are so well authenticated as the 
Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians." Another 
adds: " It is perhaps the only remaining writing 
of the first century, except the Holy Scriptures; it 
is one of the most valuable remains of Christian 
antiquity." 

HERMAS, A.D. 95, to whom a Pauline Salutation 
was sent (Rom. xvi. 14), was the writer of a book 
highly esteemed in the early centuries. It is entitled 
" The Shepherd or Pastor of Hennas . " The book 
contains many allusions to the New Testament, es
pecially to the three Gospels, Matthew, Luke, and 
John. It thus affords another confirmatory proof 
that the New Testament is a divinely inspired book, 
and accredited as such by the immediate disciples, 
who knew and personally conversed with the 
Apostles. 
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IGNATIUS, A.D. 70, of Antioch. Was martyred 

soon after the commencement of the second century. 
This Apostolic Father was for a considerable time 
a contemporary with Polycarp; both had conversed 
familiarly with the Apostles. Ignatius wrote 
seven Epistles. In these he refers to the Gospels, 
Acts, Epistles of Paul, Peter, John. His 
intimate knowledge of the Apostles and of their 
teachings eminently fitted him in his testimony to 
Christ and to Christianity—a witness even to a cruel 
death. 

POLYCARP, A.D. 70.—This much revered Apos
tolic Father lived to a good old age and was 
martyred about A.D. 107. He must have had much 
personal intercourse with the Apostle John—pro
bably for several years. He knew Christ for 86 
years, as he told the judge who condemned him to 
the fire. Polycarp wrote a brief Epistle to the 
Philippians. There are about 40 references to the 
books of Scripture, and he twice mentions Paul by 
name. His intimate acquaintance with the beloved 
Apostle John, the instructions received from the aged 
Apostle, left a lasting impression on the mind and 
life of Polycarp. He knew and testified what he 
knew, sealing it with his blood. 

T H E SECOND, T H I R D , AND FOURTH CENTURIES. 

Amongst the illustrious Fathers and writers of 
these centuries may be mentioned Tertullian, Clement 
of Alexandria, Irenaus, Justin Martyr, Cyprian, 
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Origen, Caius Romanus, Augustine, Jerome, 
Chrysostom, Eusebius, and others. Those named 
had an intimate knowledge of the sacred books and 
Epistles of the New Testament. The most, if not 
all, knew of the existence of the original documents, 
which it is supposed were lost in the Diocletian 
persecution. Numerous copies of the originals were 
in circulation, which could be compared and read 
carefully by those who personally had been instruc
ted by the Apostles; others again had learned the 
truth from those who had seen and conversed with 
the Holy Apostles of the Lord. These witnesses 
had first-hand knowledge and could speak with 
authority. The New Testament is constantly re
ferred to as a complete book and constantly cited 
from, so much so that probably every verse is 
quoted. The New Testament could be made up 
from the writers of the first four centuries alone. 

We might refer to the very enemies of Christ and 
of Christianity both Jewish and Gentile, who ad
mitted the Divine integrity of both Testaments. 
But enough ! the Bible—the whole Bible—has God as 
its Author, and the 40 sacred writers as His penmen. 
In conclusion, we would remark that if the New 
Testament is received as of Divine origin, so also 
must the Old Testament, for the Old is involved 
in the New. They stand or fall together. 
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THE PERSONAL WITNESS OF 
OUR LORD. 

THE Lord Himself Authenticates : — 

1. The Law ... John vii. 19 
2. Circumcision ... ... John vii. 22 
3. The Commandments ... Matt. xix. 18, 19 
4. Marriage Matt. xix. 5 
5. Jewish Laws of Divorce and 

Adultery Matt. xix. 7-9 
6. The Deluge and the Ark... Luke xvii. 
7. Destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah ... ... Luke xvii. 
8. Destruction of Tyre and 

Sidon Matt. xi. 21, 22 
9. Story of the Burning Bush Luke xx. 37 

10. Jonah and the Fish ... Matt. xii. 40 
11. Repentance of Nineveh ... Matt. xii. 41 
12. Glory of Solomon ... ... Matt. vi. 29 
13. Wisdom of Solomon ... Matt. xii. 42 
14. Visit of the Ethiopian Queen Matt. xii. 42 
15. The Passover Matt. xxvi. 2 
16. Feast of Tabernacles ... John vii. 
17. David eating Shewbread ... Matt. xii. 3, 4 
18. Priests profane the Sabbath Matt. xii. 5 
19. Heaven shut up in Elijah's 

Day ... ... ... Luke iv. 25 
20. Naaman, the Leper Luke iv. 27 
21. The Manna ... ... John vi. 
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22. The Brazen Serpent ... John iii. 
23. Murder of Abel and Zacha-

rias ... ... ... Matt, xxiii. 35 
24. Mission of the Messiah 

(Isa. lxi.) Luke iv. 
25. Mission of John (Mai. iii.) Matt. xvii. 
26. Mission of Elias (Mai. iv.) Matt. xvii. 
27. Daniel and his celebrated 

Prophecy ... ... Matt. xxiv. 

The Lord's Personal Witness to the Old Testa
ment and to its several books, histories, events, 
miracles, laws, and ordinances is a testimony which 
in itself settles every question, rules out of court 
every objection to the Divine authority of the Old 
Testament. Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, and their res
pective books are subjected to the fiercest criticism, 
but, oh, the folly of it all! It simply resolves itself 
into a conflict with the Lord of Glory, for He 
again and again refers to and cites from those very 
books. 

SIN. 
WHAT a volume of misery is comprehended in that 
one little word sin. It has broken up the harmony 
of the Universe. It had its birth in heaven in the 
bosom of the most exalted of the angelic hosts 
(Ezek. xxviii. 15, 17), whilst the first subject of it 
on earth was the fairest of God's creatures (Gen. 
iii. 6). Sin is in us, on us, around us, above us, 
beneath us. It has wrapped itself round the roots 



Si 

and fibres of our moral being and stamps its 
character on the most trivial details of life. Sin 
alone explains the agony in the Universe. It breeds 
corruption and withers and blasts wherever it per
meates. Sin has " built the great state prison of 
hell, kindled its fires, and awakened groans that 
never end." After the millennial reign of 1,000 
years God shall gather from all parts of the Uni
verse the subjects of sin and banish them, along 
with its moral and physical effects, to that vast, 
gloomy, and eternal prison—" the lake of fire " 
(Rev. xx. 15; xxi. 8)—not primarily prepared for 
men (Matt. xxv. 41), but for angelic sinners. 

The Scriptural definition of sin is lawlessness 
(1 John iii. 4, R.V.). There is but one sovereign, 
dominant will—the will of the Creator; sin, there
fore, is simply doing your own will, and not 
God's. 

What a waste of time and talent in discussing the 
question of " the philosophy of moral evil." Sin 
is a fact, whilst its consequences reach up to God's 
throne and down again to the depths of hell. Sin 
is like a huge upas tree—rotten from root to topmost 
bough. The removal of the tree has been the ques
tion of questions for 6,000 years. Men in all ages 
and in all countries have been and are working away 
at the branches, pruning, purging, cutting, and im
proving, but yet the tree stands. God has applied 
the mighty axe of judgment to the root of the tree 
" in the place called Calvary." The sin question is 
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eternally settled for each and all who believe. Sin 
(the root) is condemned, whilst sins (the branches) 
are forgiven. 

SIGNIFICATION OF S I N . 

The derivation of the word is missing the mark. 
What is the mark? God in the perfection of His 
character as LIGHT and LOVE. Anything short of 
this is sin. All have missed the mark; hence all 
have sinned. The biblical definition of sin is law
lessness (i John iii. 4, R.V.). There is one and only 
one sovereign, dominant will in the Universe—the 
Will of the Creator. Sin is " lawlessness "—that 
is, doing your own will. 

TRANSGRESSION. 

From Adam to Moses all were sinners, but all 
were not transgressors. This latter refers to the 
breaking of a known law or command. Hence 
under Moses the law in all its commands was 
broken—thus transgression (see Rom. v. 12-14). 

DARKNESS. 

Fundamental ignorance of God.—The heart, 
mind, understanding, and perceptive faculties 
blinded by the god of this world (John i. 5; 
Eph. v. 8). 

INIQUITY. 

Contrary to equity.—Morally distorted or per
verted (Ps. xxxii. 5). 
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DEFILEMENT. 

Moral or Ceremonial Uncleanness.—Defilement is 
a question of the heart going with evil (see Matt, 
xv. 18-20). 

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Inconsistency in any given relationship to God or 
man.-—It is, of course, the very opposite of the 
practical righteousness incumbent up6n all and every 
child of God (Titus ii. 12). 

GUILT. 

Amenable to punishment or condemnation.— 
A judicial term. The whole world, i.e., the respon
sible part of the race, is guilty. A believer may sin 
but cannot contract guilt. A father may have to 
correct his child, but that is very different from the 
action of a judge, and to this latter guilt applies. 

GUILE. 

Any and every form of deceit. God has searched 
us thoroughly. He knows the worst of us. Hence 
no need, and no desire to cloak up or to hide sin 
from God (Ps. xxxii. 5). The guilelessness and 
simplicity of the child should be a characteristic 
feature in the character of every Christian. 

The Sin Question has been eternally settled by 
God and His beloved Son in " the place called 
Calvary." Sin was there judged and condemned, 
and sins—the actions and thoughts—are forgiven 
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through faith in Him. Thus root and branch have 
been thoroughly disposed of. Hallelujah, it is done. 

GOD AND DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 
FOR contemplation and study the greatest and 
grandest subject is GOD. The highest created in
telligence can but skim the surface of this vast and 
infinite field of Divine knowledge. To be brought 
to God is a blessing outside the range of human 
attainment, and is the highest altitude in spiritual 
progress. There is no progress beyond God. 
We have been brought by the death of Christ to 
God-Himself—the Infinite and Eternal source of 
all life, of all intelligence. You cannot soar to a 
higher height. The study of God is the Divine 
lesson of time and eternity. Angel, Cherub, 
Seraph, and Man are each called to the growing 
knowledge of God. Here is a sea without a shore, 
an ocean measureless in its depths. Here every 
human vessel from its highest to its lowest capacity 
can be filled unto the fulness of God, which ever 
remains the same in its infinite capacity (Eph. iii. 

19). 
For 6,000 years men have been exploring the 

works of God. In result how little we know, and 
what boundless stores of knowledge lie outside 
human ken or observation. This surely is one great 
lesson of the ages—our proved inability to penetrate 
the secrets of Nature, save in the roost superficial 
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degree. But God is greater than His works, as the 
engineer is greater than his engine. Let the study 
of God Himself absorb more of our time. The 
greatness of the study will lift us out of our nothing
ness, and make us morally great in the greatness 
of God! 

The great fact in the Universe is GOD. The great 
controlling power in the wide sphere of creation is 
God. The opening word in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the fourth word in the Bible is GOD, 
signifying might, power, supremacy. The first 
mention of a leading biblical word or term gives 
its signification in subsequent occurrences. " In 
the beginning God created " gives rest to the 
wearied brain; then next He rests the troubled con
science of a sinner believing on Christ. Elohim, 
the Hebrew plural for God, not Eloah, the singular, 
is employed in Gen. i. i and throughout the 
chapter. God in its plural form occurs about 2,700 
times in the Sacred Scriptures. It signifies a 
plurality of Persons and of Excellencies. 

Creation had a time-beginning. God had no 
beginning, but He was in every beginning con
ceivable. The universal doctrine of the Pagan 
world is to ascribe eternity. to matter in its ten 
thousand forms, and a time-origin to their numerous 
deities. This and other speculative and absurd 
notions are effectually brushed aside by the study 
of the Mosaic account of Creation, contained in the 
first thirty-four verses of the Bible, 
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God fills the Universe with His Presence, He is 
Omnipresent (Ps. cxxxix. 7-^2). He is Omniscient: 
The rapid flight of angel and the slow motion of the 
tiniest insect comes equally within the range of the 
Divine Vision. He is Omnipotent. The vast 
Universe, in its immensity, its massiveness, its 
millions of worlds, all in rapid motion through 
boundless space, forms a magnificent witness to the 
glory of the Creator. Not that the splendours of 
the Universe can add one whit to His essential glory. 
That ever remains undimmed through all time and 
change. 

God dwells in light unapproachable. No created 
being has ever stood within the Divine Circle of 
uncreated light. But Christ came forth from that 
blaze of ineffable glory to agony inconceivable— 
came from the heights of glory to the depths of 
Calvary. Hallelujah ! What a Saviour ! 

O Thou Eternal One! Whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy-—all motion guide; 

Unchanged through time's all devastating flight; 
Thou, only God; there is no God beside; 

Being above all beings I Holy One; 
Whom none can comprehend and none explore, 

Who fill'st existence with T H Y S E L F alone, 
Embracing all—supporting—ruling o'er— 
Being whom we call God—and know no more. 

When God is brought into the battle of life, 
victory is assured. Hid in God, let His greatness 
dwarf us in our weakness! Let His essential purity 
wither our goodness to corruption! May His Glory 
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daxken the brightest and fairest scenes beneath the 
sun! 

D I V I N E ATTRIBUTES. 

God in essential and relative Being is the terror o£ 
the wicked, but the joy and strength of believers. 
We are wont to regard God and His Attributes in 
a cold, abstract manner—a subject devoid of per
sonal interest. Every feature of the Divine character, 
every attribute, is for us in present blessed activity. 

D I V I N E OMNIPOTENCE. 

The intervention of God in human history; His 
Omnipotence in creating, sustaining, and control
ling the mighty Universe is a fixed truth in the soul 
of the writer. The same sovereign power is exer
cised on behalf of the weakest saint on this side of 
the glory. If we but knew the strength of the 
hostile powers against us, we would rejoice in the 
Omnipotence of God. " If God be for us, who can 
be against us ? " Count upon the exercise of Divine 
Power in the most straitened and desperate circum
stances of life. God will not fail you in your need. 

DIVINE OMNISCIENCE. 

The range of God's vision is universal. The 
movements of the millions of worlds, the least atom 
of matter, the tiniest insect, the bedridden saint, 
the sad and solitary individual in attic or garret, all 
are embraced within the searching glance of Him 
Who never slumbers, Who never sleeps.' He observes 
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your every need, and He knows perfectly your every 
exercise. Cultivate nearness to such a God.. Heaven, 
earth, and hell come within the range of the Divine 
vision. 

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY. 

God is supreme. Jehovah reigneth. He rules. 
He governs. He sways the Universe. God's 
government of the human race is at present a hidden 
truth, but faith pierces through the dark clouds of 
rampant self-will, and sees and rejoices in the fact 
that the sceptre of universal dominion and govern
ment is held in the firm grasp of the Hand of God. 
The nations of Europe are rWng in mass against 
God. A h ! iittle do they dream that they are but 
accomplishing the prophetic Word of our God (Rev. 
xvii. 17). Place the government of your life on 
God. He will bear the burden, and your heart will 
be restful and in peace. 

DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE. 

God has absolute knowledge of all that is going 
on in His Universe. Every rational being assents 
to the truth of this statement. But His foreknow
ledge of each one in the ages previous to Creation, 
ages before our existence, ages before we sinned, 
before we wept, before we believed—our life-history 
with its every detail, our failures, our .weaknesses, 
lay open to Him. We are sometimes a surprise to 
ourselves. We are never a surprise to God. His 
for ^knowledge comprehended all, and yet He chose 
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believers in Christ, and eternally predestinated 
them to be like His Son in glory (Rom. viii. 29). 
It was persons whom He foreknew. Each child of 
God can say : " I was personally foreknown; per
sonally chosen in Christ, personally predestined to 
bear the glorious likeness of God's Son." Past, 
present, and future are relative ideas. God eternally 
IS, and He made us His eternal choice. 

D I V I N E LOVE. 

Christ's love is exquisitely tender. God's love is 
mighty in its strength. His love is unchangeable. 
It triumphs in times and occasions of human weak
ness, and lights a candle in the soul which no power 
can extinguish. God's love has all the strength and 
glory of His Being behind it. Lean every human 
weight upon it. His love covers all your need. 
Divine love cannot be explained in word or dic
tionary. It is fact, and you can only see it, repose 
on it, as you turn from your heart to the throbbing, 
big, Eternal Heart of the Living God. Love— 
God's Love—is the mightiest power in the Universe, 
and that love is set upon you—not upon angels. It 
is nowhere said that angels love or are loved. There 
we leave it. 

CHRIST JESUS. 
THE writer has beside him a small book of about 
360 pages, his daily delight and companion for the 
past sixty-eight years. It was written about nine-
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teen centuries ago, and is the joint production of 
eight writers. This book is more extensively circu
lated and more widely read than any book in 
existence. It has a more enduring effect in forming 
character than the whole combined human literature 
of the centuries. 

Why is the New Testament the book of the ages ? 
Its charm outlasts every age and every generation. 
It is read in the palace of the monarch, in the 
princely hall of the noble, in the cottage of the 
peasant; in tent, in dungeon, to savage and sage 
in all parts of the globe, and is circulating in up
wards of 500 languages. Let us unveil the secret 
of this marvellous little book—the secret of its won
derful success. It contains the story of Christ and 
of His sublime teachings—ethical and spiritual. It 
is the record of One Who descended from a race of 
kings (Matt, i.), had the legal right to mount the 
throne of Israel, and instead He would voluntarily 
mount the scaffold, and in passionate love die for 
sinners. Can such a story ever grow old ? 

His GREATNESS. 

In the unmeasured past He was the Companion 
of Jehovah. The silence of the Eternity is broken 
by the mutual joys and delights of God and His 
Son (Prov. viii. 30, 31). He created the universe in 
all its massive proportions, and in all its splendours 
(Col. i.). He sustains the whole created system— 
celestial and terrestrial (Heb. i.). The Babe in the 
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manger was none other than the Ancient of Days 
and the unwearied Creator of the ends of the earth 
(Isa. xl.). With these and other clustering glories 
too numerous to mention, He would add yet another 
glory to His name in sweeping away sin from before 
the face of God: " When He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
majesty on high " (Heb. i. 3). The Cross and the 
Throne are thus morally linked together. The 
Resurrection demonstrates the value of the Cross, 
but in no wise adds to its infinite worth. The 
Crqss has a glory peculiar to itself. It stands alone 
as the grandest counsel of eternity and the most 
magnificent act of time. 

His L I F E ON EARTH. 

Four writers narrate His life and depict His 
character on earth. They were God-inspired, for 
none but Christ could have lived such a life, and 
none but God could have written such a life. The 
four Gospels live and throb in their tracings of the 
footsteps of the Man of Galilee from place to place, 
and depict a life of absolute holiness, of unwearied 
patience, of imperishable love, of conscious dignity, 
of exquisite tenderness, of depths of grace, of com
passion, of meekness, of gentleness. His anger, 
His look, His touch, His every word and act told 
Who and What He was—the Holy One of God! 
Christ's life and service were intensely human. He 
weeps with others (John xi.). He takes part in our 
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joys (John ii.). He hungered, yet never wrought a 
miracle to relieve its pangs, but fed thousands. One 
lay on His bosom; infants nestled in His arms. 
Sinners nocked to Him and lay at His feet weeping. 
Sin fled from His presence, while the sinner re
mained worshipping at His feet. He was the most 
accessible of men, His heart ever open to the cry of 
need. He was without doubt the most lovely 
character ever witnessed. His was a life without 
a flaw. He had never to retract a word, nor to 
apologise for aught He ever did or said. He ever 
was, He ever is, He ever will be A L T O G E T H E R 
LOVELY. This life is the Christian's perfect 
example. 

THE MARVELLOUS STORY OF 
CREATION. 

TOLD IN THE F I R S T 34 VERSES OF THE BIBLE. 

T H E Creation of the Universe, a subsequent fall 
and physical ruin of an integral part of it; then a 
restoration, reconstitution, and adaptation for fish, 
fowl, beast, cattle, and lastly man is the marvellous 
story unfolded in the first 34 verses of the Bible. 

As a record of physical facts, the order, method, 
and exactness of detail are in fullest accord with the 
latest ascertained discoveries of science. There is 
no finality in any branch of science. But here is 
a record of creation absolutely perfect, incapable of 
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improvement, written 3,500 years ago in the oldest 
document extant—penned centuries before science 
as such had an existence. The Mosaic account of 
Creation is the only one that holds the field to-day. 
It must have been Divinely communicated, as man 
was the last of a-series of creative acts; hence he 
could only know what was revealed to him by the 
Creator. 

Scientific facts and deductions are hailed with 
eclat, but the Mosaic cosmogony is introduced with
out preamble, without proof, without argument. It 
needs none. The value of the narrative flows from 
the fact that it is inspired or God-breathed (such is 
the meaning of the word), and hence its absolute 
correctness is ensured. The Voice of the Creator is 
alone heard. The first of these Divine utterances 
is in verse 3, the last in verse 29. The work of the 
Creator—apart from Human or Angelic instrumen
tality—imparts singular majesty to the record. The 
rest of the Creator—not the rest after weariness 
(Isa. xl. 28)—but the rest of complacency or delight 
in His own work is His alone. Man did not nor 
could enter into it. 

Creation is the first subject revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures: see also Heb. xi. 3. 

The object of Creation was to afford a sphere for 
Divine manifestation. How otherwise could God 
be known? There are millions of worlds of sur
passing magnitude and brilliancy, and at such 
remote and inconceivable distances from our planet 
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that it is computed it might take hundreds of years 
for a ray of light to reach us ; whereas the Sun, the 
centre of the solar system 95 million miles distant, 
sends down his light in eight minutes. Amidst the 
millions of dazzling gems studding the sky, our 
planet, with its supposed sixteen hundred millions of 
inhabitants, has been selected as the special platform 
for Divine manifestation. The glory of the God
head needed no addition. God sufficed for Himself, 
and in Himself there was and is infinite merit and 
treasures to draw upon through eternity. Creation-
glory could not add one whit to the Personal glory 
of God. 

But God would create the universe that it might 
shine in His uncreated glory, and our earth, that on 
its surface the moral character of the Creator as 
light and love might be shewn in undimmed and 
undying splendour. 

Our world alone has its manger, its cross, and its 
sepulchre; in each of these we witness God manifest 
in holy yet true Humanity. No human reason can 
be assigned for the selection of our planet to serve 
as the sphere of special Divine manifestation. God 
has sovereignly chosen this earth. Here and surely 
the ground is hallowed thereby, the Son of God and 
the Saviour of Men lived, loved, and died. It is 
enough. 

The first 34 verses of Genesis may be thus sum
marised : First, the original creation of the heavens 
(note the plural) and the earth, verse 1. 
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Second, the earth viewed as one vast physical 
ruin, verse 2. 

Third, the production of the inanimate Creation 
by the Divine fiat " God said," verses 3-19. 

Fourth, the Creation of life from the lesser to the 
greater, the order recognised in geological strata:. 
(1) the denizens of the seas, (2) winged fowl for the 
firmament, (3) land animals—beast and cattle—and, 
lastly, man—the crowning act of all, verses 20-27. 

Fifth, the dominion of the man over the earth and 
the lower creation, verse 28. 

Sixth, provision made and appointed by the 
Creator for man and beast—needed to sustain life 
in their respective spheres, verses 29, 30. 

Seventh, God beholding His work and pronoun
cing it " very good," verse 31. 

Eighth, the rest of God—the seventh day sancti
fied, verses 1-3 of chap. ii. 

The Mosaic cosmogony is a veritable wonder, 
and has commanded the reverence of the most 
powerful intellects of all ages. 

THE JEWS. 

THE past history of the Jews as a nation, their 
present homeless condition, and their national 
aspirations vigorous as ever in their wearied breasts, 
seem impossible to understand if their sacred books 

0) 
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are merely human compilations. The writers of the 
Bible professed to write under Divine illumination. 
Did they do so or not ? What an absurdity! A 
succession of impostors ! The chaplain of Frederick 
the Great was asked to give in a word the truth of 
the Old Testament. T H E JEV/S, he said. The 
books of the Old Testament are the most ancient 
written records of antiquity, whilst their Divine 
authority is so fully vouched for in internal evidence, 
in fulfilled, prophecy, and in almost daily accumu
lating discovery in the East, that the negation of 
the Hebrew Bible is like a man butting his head 
against a granite wall. All Jews, ancient and 
modern, firmly maintain the Divine character and 
authority of the Pentateuch, whatever differences 
may exist as to the other books of the Old Testa
ment. The Jewish nation in all ages has built its 
faith and hopes on the Pentateuch. We do not fear 
for the future of the Old Testament, but we do 
sxceedingly fear for the men to-day who, in bold 
and reckless assertion, stand in direct opposition to 
the testimony of the Living God. 

BOOKS. 

WRITING was anciently practised on sticks (Ezek. 
xxxvii. 20),• rock (Job xix. 24), stone (Exod. xxiv. 
•12), paper reed (Isa. xix. 7), parchment (2 Tim. iv. 
13); also in copper, lead, brick, cloth, leaves of trees, 
and various kinds of prepared skins, and made up 
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in rolls (Jer. xxxvi. 2) and sealed (Rev. v. 1). En
during parchment used by Paul (2 Tim. iv. 13) and 
the brittle papyrus by John (2 John 12). About 
twenty different historical books mentioned in the 
Old Testament Scriptures are not necessarily in
spired ; these are kingdom records of each monarch's 
reign. There is a book referred to by Moses in 
which he was vitally interested (Exod. xxxii, 32, 
33). Daniel mentions " The Scripture of Truth " 
(chap. x. 21), part of which is incorporated in his 
prophecy : see also xii. 1. We have a book or record 
of Christian profession out of which names may be 
blotted out (Rev. iii. 5). There is also a book of 
names written from the foundation of the world 
(Rev. xiii. 8; xvii. 8), out of which there is no 
blotting out. The two foregoing are each termed 
" the book of l ife." Finally, we have the books or 
records of human history, out of which the wicked 
dead are judged (Rev. xx. 12-15). 

THE ORIGINAL HEBREW AND 
GREEK MANUSCRIPTS. 

W E are thankful that the original MSS.—Hebrew 
and Greek—which proceeded from the inspired pen
men are not available. Men would worship them, 
as Israel did the brazen serpent—type of salvation 
by Christ (2 Kings xviii. 4)—and as the devil sought 
possession of the body of Moses (Jude 9), 'no doubt 
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for a similar purpose. The original Pentateuch was 
in existence about 750 years after Moses (2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 14). Probably the early books of the Old 
Testament were lost to man but preserved by God 
in the Chaldean destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple (in which the Sacred Records were preserved), 
588 B.C. The later books were most likely removed 
during the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, of 
infamous memory. Under the reign of Diocletian 
numerous MSS. of rare value were committed to the 
flames, and probably the original books of the 
New Testament were taken care of and preserved— 
where we cannot say. There is no historical proof 
that the original MSS. have perished. The hottest 
and last of the imperial persecutions lasted just ten 
years, from A.D. 303-312. The oldest existing 
Greek MSS. date from the era of Constantine, the 
successor of Diocletian. 

THE HEBREW ALPHABET. 
IN the Lamentations of Jeremiah we have a striking 
example of the use of the Hebrew alphabet. 
Chapters one, two, and four, consisting of twenty-
two verses each, are arranged in strict alphabetical 
order, the twenty-two letters of the alphabet 
answering to the twenty-two verses in each chapter, 
which are found in the opening words of the verses. 
Our translation, of course, fails to convey this to 
the English reader; then, in chapter three, we have 
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once more the letters of the Hebrew alphabet enu
merated in order, but with three verses to each letter 
—sixty-six verses in all. Chapter five, although 
consisting of twenty-two verses, is not alphabetically 
arranged. To the Hebrews, who had neither para
graph, chapter, nor other division in their ancient 
writings, this Divine arrangement must have been 
extremely useful, and shews the condescending care 
of our God in thus aiding the memories of His 
people. Again, in the longest of the Psalms—119th 
—consisting of twenty-two sections of eight verses 
each, the Hebrew letters in alphabetical sequence 
head the sections. 

JEWISH WRITERS. 
T H E Jewish writers had an exalted idea of their 
sacred language—perhaps the primitive language of 
man—and used the letters of their alphabet in many 
striking combinations; thus they reduced the thirty-
nine books of the Old Testament to twenty-two; 
this they accomplished by coupling certain books 
and counting them as one. But the reader would 
do well to turn from the vagaries of man, which, at 
the most, contain but an element of truth, to the 
Word itself. Search these imperishable records, 
they contain the truth; they are the living source, 
the Divine fountain, while all else are but muddled 
channels. 
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THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND 
ITS RESULTS. 

WHAT is the net result of the " Higher Criticism " ? 
" By their fruits ye shall know t h e m / ' has its direct 
application to professed ministers of the Word 
(Matt. vii. 15-16). Now let us test the net result of 
the work and labour of the combined criticism of 
England and Germany by this simple yet practi
cal rule. 

Have the critics confirmed our faith in the 
supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures ? Have 
they endeared the name of Christ to us? Has that 
great truth—the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ 
on the Cross—been unfolded and enforced with 
greater clearness and unction? Has their criticism 
produced a higher tone of piety amongst us ? Has 
it led Christians to increased activity in the service 
of the Lord ? Has it proved a stimulus to the lone 
missionary in his work amongst the heathen ? Has 
it led people to read, study, and love their Bibles 
more ? No. In all these respects it has proved a 
signal failure. Judged by its fruits, it only merits 
stern condemnation. The " Higher Criticism " has 
shattered the nominal faith of thousands in the old 
belief. It has weakened the authority of God over 
the conscience of men, and as a result parental and 
magisterial authority goes in the wreck. If the 
Bible is torn to pieces, and we are told from the 
class-room and pulpit that it is full of mistakes, 



7i 

that miracles, prophecy, the Virgin Birth, the Cross, 
and the Resurrection, are only exploded theories: 
What is left? No Bible and no Christianity; and 
they give—instead of the Bible, with its warmth, 
and life, and hopes, What ?—a heartless, cold nega
tion with its awful results. May God preserve 
writer and reader from the heartless criticism of the 
so-called " Higher Critics." 

MY PERSONAL FAITH. 
I B E L I E V E in the Divine Authority and Verbal 

Inspiration of the Old and New Testament—sixty-
six books in all. I believe in the Inspiration of each 
book, of every word, of every letter, and even down 
to the smallest particle of a letter (Matt. v. 18), 
of the original Scriptures. Human infirmity and 
mistake characterise the translation of the Scriptures. 
Absolute perfection is stamped upon the original 
Writings (2 Tim. iii. 15, 16; 1 Cor. ii. 13; 2 Peter iii. 
15, 16; Luke xxiv. 44, etc.). 

I B E L I E V E that the Vast Scene of Creation—the 
heavens and the earth and all therein—angels and 
men, the visible and unseen, from the mighty 
Archangel down to the tiniest insect or least atom o£ 
matter—all, the animate and inanimate, were 
created by God the Son, and further that He is the 
Source and Sustainer of all that was, is, and ever 
shall be (Col. i. 15-17; Acts xvii. 24-29; Heb. i. 2, 3 ; 
Gen. i., ii., etc.). 
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I BELIEVE in the Distinctness, Mutual Relation, 
and essential equality of the three Persons in the 
Godhead—FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST. The 

truth of the Godhead is a profound and unfathom
able mystery, yet believed in because Divinely re
vealed (Luke iii. 21, 22; Matt, xxviii. 19; 2 Cor. 
xiii. 14; John xv. 26; Rev. i., etc.). 

I BELIEVE that God, the Eternal Son, the Only 
Begotten of the Father, the Word Who was God, 
ever subsisting in Essential Deity—was truly born 
of the Virgin Mary, miraculously conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, and not of paternal human generation, 
hence born holy, and called the Son of God, 
Emmanuel, and with the essential rights of Jehovah 
and the Messiah. Very God, very Man. Further, 
that the Incarnation did not constitute the Lord 
Jesus Christ a Person, but manifested Him as such, 
for as a Divine Person He came into the world. In 
Him two natures were united—Divine and Human— 
each in correspondence with the other, and subsisting 
in equal perfection—not divisible, but may be dis
tinguished in the Person (Matt. i .; Luke i.; 1 Tim. 
iii. 16; Isa. ix. 6; Ps. xl. 6 with Heb. x. 5, John i. 
14, etc.). 

BIBLICAL NOTES OF INTEREST. 

WHILE two chapters in Genesis are given to tell us 
how the world was created and made, there are 
sixteen chapters in Exodus to inform us how the 
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Tabernacle was constructed—the former speaks of 
creatorial power, goodness and wisdom; the latter 
of redemption, grace and glory. 

The historical beginning of God's earthly people 
in Genesis; their deliverance is recorded in Exodus; 
their positional sanctification is the subject of 
Leviticus; their testings in the wilderness are written 
down in Numbers; their obedience is the main point 
developed in Deuteronomy; the triumps of faith are 
given us in Joshua; and their abounding evil and 
unfaithfulness to Jehovah is fully narrated in 
Judges. 

The first eleven chapters of the Bible are quoted 
from or referred to about 66 times in the New 
Testament. These chapters form a book by them
selves of SCIENCE and HISTORY, without which the 
world would be groping in darkness to-day. They 
cover more than a third of human history. Can 
the world's literature furnish such ao compendium of 
exact scientific, moral, and historic truth ? 

THE MOABITE STONE.—This interesting relic of 
antiquity was discovered by the Rev. F . A. Klein, 
at Dhiban, in the country of Moab, in August, 
1868. It is a large stone about 40 inches in length, 
20 inches broad, and the same in thickness. It 
must be nearly 3,000 years old, as it dates from 
896 B.C., and records the victories of Mesha, king 
of Moab, over Israel. There are 34 lines in the old 
Phoenician characters. Most of the places referred 
to are found in Jer. xlviii., while the names of the 
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kings of Israel are recorded in the second book of 
Kings. 

SCRIPTURAL DIVISIONS OF THE HUMAN RACE, 

I Cor. x. 32. 

THE JEW. THE GENTILE. THE CHURCH. 
Rom. ix. 4, 5 Eph. ii. 11, 12 Eph. i. 22, 23 
John iv. 22 Eph. iv. 17, 18 Eph. v. 29-33 
Rom. iii. 1, 2 Mark vii. 27, 28 1 Peter ii. 9 

The adaptation of the sacred scriptures to each of 
these three divisions, as also to each unit thereof, 
is a striking proof of the Divine character of the 
Bible. 

Our readers may rest assured that they have in 
their Old Testaments the very Bible of our Lord, 
of Peter, of Paul, and of the writers of the New 
Testament. There is no substantial difference 
between the Hebrew Bible and our English Old 
Testament. The arrangement of the books, the 
order in which they appear, is not the same as in our 
English Bible, but that is a matter of no importance. 
We have the very same books, and the same subjects 
treated of in both. The preservation of the 39 
sacred books of the Old Testament is indeed a 
miracle. God's voice in those ancient holy books is 
heard—books read by the Lord Himself and by us. 

The Apocrypha was commenced after the com
pletion of the Old Testament, and while some of its 
books may be valuable from a historical standpoint, 
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certainly they are not inspired, nor do the writers 
claim them to be so. The Jews did not regard them 
as such. There is not one quotation from them in 
any fart of the New Testament; nor do any of the 
inspired penmen refer directly or indirectly to the 
Apocrypha. The Apocrypha was first received as 
canonical by decree of the Council of Trent, 1545. 

A New Hebrides chieftain sat peacefully reading 
his Bible. Up came a French trader. " Why are 
you reading the Bible? " he asked. " I suppose 
the missionaries have got hold of you.. That Bible 
never did anyone any good, in my opinion." " Let 
me tell you," said the chieftain, " i f it wasn't for 
this Bible you'd be in my oven by now." 

The Pharaohs of the oppression have risen from 
their graves after a sleep of nearly 3,500 years, and 
some have gazed on their actual features; others on 
their photographs. The Bible history is true. The 
resurrection of Assyria, the decipherment of its 
library of 30,000 book-tablets, declare the Bible to 
be true. Yes, yes, the Bible is absolute truth. 

" Amidst all the causes of depression there are 
causes for rejoicing. God continues to demonstrate 
His Word. De Reisner, the eminent archaeologist, 
in excavating the tombs of the kings of Ethiopia at 
Gebel Barkel, has brought to light a magnificent 
life-size statue inscribed with the name of Tirhakah, 
the Tirhakah of Isaiah xxxvii. 9, and 2 Kings xix. 9, 
thus fixing one more historical character mentioned 
in the Old Book. The " ivory house " at Samaria, 
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mentioned in I Kings xxii. 39, has also been dis
covered, with a letter to Ahab from the King of 
Assyria. What precious documents may not yet be 
found to confound the gainsayers and confirm the 
Word of our God, which has stood, is standing, and 
shall stand for ever." 

The Bible and God together stand or fall. 
The Bible and Christ together stand or fall. 
The Bible and the Holy Spirit together stand or fall. 
The Bible and Salvation together stand or fall. 
The Bible and Paradise together stand or fall. 
There is a good story told of a Scotch divine of 

the last century, who was proceeding to the beautiful 
capital of his country with a bulky manuscript under 
his arm. He met with a simple parishioner, but a true 
believer in the ^//-sufficiency of the Scriptures, who 
asked the doctor where he was going. " Oh , " he 
replied, " I am going to Edinburgh to get a book 
published which I have just written." " What book 
is it, doctor? " " Oh, it is a book harmonising 
the four evangelists." " Well ," replied his friend, 
" I never knew before that they had fallen out ." 

The earliest Greek manuscripts date from the 
fourth century; probably the oldest of these is in the 
Vatican in the possession of the Romish Church. 
The earliest Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testa
ment date from the eighth century A.D. But all 
of the New Testament could be recovered from 
citations in the writings of the Fathers of the first 
four centuries. 
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There are between two and three thousand 
languages and dialects spoken. The Holy Scriptures 
have been translated into more than 550 of these 
many tongues. 

The Bible was divided into chapters in the thir
teenth century by Cardinal Hugo, and divided into 
verses in the sixteenth century by Robert Stephens. 
Those chapters and verses have been incorporated 
into our English Bibles. 

The Apocrypha was declared to be canonical in 
the sixteenth century at the Council of Trent, and 
this contrary even to the writers, who do not make 
any claim to Divine Inspiration and are never re
ferred to by the Lord or any one of the eight writers 
of the New Testament. We absolutely deny that 
the Apocrypha—written long after the Old Testa
ment—possesses Divine Authority. 

The middle verse in the Holy Scriptures is Psalm 
cxviii. 8. " I t is better to trust in the LORD than 
to put confidence in man ." How true is this Divine 
oracle. It is the lesson of all time and under all 
circumstances. 

We have Church History in Rev. ii. and iii .; 
Kingdom History in Matt. xiii . ; Gentile Political 
History in Dan. vii : Jewish National History in 
Gen. xlix.; Governmental History of Israel in 
Deut, xxxiii . ; Ecclesiastical History of Israel in 
Lev. xxiii. 
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THE NICEAN COUNCIL. 
THE first general council subsequent to apostolic 
times was held at Nice, in Bithynia, in the year 325. 
It was attended by about 300 Bishops—a truly repre
sentative assembly. Some term it " the council of 
the 318," because of the number of Bishops present. 
The council was a unique one in this respect, that 
many of its members—distinguished prelates and 
ornaments of the Church, both lay and clerical—had 
emerged out of the last of the ten imperial persecu
tions—the hottest and fiercest of all. It was a 
magnificent assembly; many, scarred and mutilated, 
bore in their persons the memories of their terrible 
conflict with pagan superstition. In the latter part 
of the ten years of the tenth persecution, the enraged 
Emperor caused diligent search to be made for the 
sacred writings, which, when found, were eagerly 
committed to the flames, while torture and death 
were appointed to those who refused to deliver them 
up. But the Bible is imperishable; it will never 
know a resurrection, for it cannot die. Copies of 
the sacred writings were carefully preserved; then 
transcribed and multiplied by command of Cqnstan-
tine; one of those Constantine-copies of the sacred 
writings is supposed to be the Sinaitic Bible, dis
covered by that great and good man, Professor 
Tischendorf, in the year 1859, in a monastery in 
Mount Sinai, and now in the possession of the 
Russian Government—perhaps the oldest literary 
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relic extant. The Bible was in the flames under 
Diocletian. Lo, it rests on yonder gilded throne 
under Constantine! All honour to the Nicean 
Council for the homage paid to the Word of God. 
In the midst of the council, and before their delibera
tions began, was placed a throne, and on it rested a 
copy of the four Gospels. The Scriptures were en
throned, their authority being held to be supreme 
and unquestionable. 

READING AND STUDY. 
CHARACTER is to a great extent formed by the books 
we read and the people we keep company with. 
The artificial culture of the day is destroying depth 
and force of character. A frivolous society and a 
light literature are forming a superficial race of men 
and women. The present is a rare opportunity for 
individual character to assert itself and leave its 
mark. Multifarious reading, and reading to while 
away time hanging heavily on your hands, are 
ruinous to the mind. Thoughts are poured in and 
run out, leaving no lasting impression—what a waste 
of time and mind! As to choice of books, no 
fixed rule can be applied. History is always in
structive. Science is dangerous when it is the 
product of unsanctified minds. Novels, works of 
fiction, tales and semi-infidel books should never be 
read by Christians. You cannot read novels and 
the Bible. Religious novels we abominate. Never 
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read valueless books. Shun, as you would the 
plague, a literature frivolous in character, or, worse 
still, one which directly or covertly denies the plenary 
inspiration of, and consequently the supreme 
authority of, the Sacred Scriptures. 

A vile and pernicious literature is wrecking the 
morals of the country. Noble men and women, and 
a pure-minded people, were more general in the past 
than now. Mind and character are formed by the 
literature of the day. But above all make the Bible 
your daily companion. The Bible will grow in 
interest the more you read and study it. It is the 
sufficiency of the man of God (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17)-
Have the Bible constantly beside you, in your 
pocket, or at hand for constant reference. Draw 
your doctrines from it, and not from a human com
pilation, whether " catechism " or " confession." 
The Bible will strengthen and guide you. It will 
support and cheer you in a lonely hour. It will 
impress certainty upon your life and actions. As 
you study the Book of books it will enable you to 
worship in the holiest, and serve in the harvest field 
intelligently. It will set you head and shoulders 
morally above your compeers. We would strongly 
advise a systematic study of the Bible Writing 
short studies of Scripture is a great help to progress 
and exactness of thought. A good concordance is 
invaluablej 
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