
UNSgRlPTURHL 

PHRASEOLOGY. 

BY WAITER SCOTT, 
Butfeor of " ©ur Bible IRoteboofc," etc. 

LONDON: 
ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Row, E.G. 

CARLTON, NOTTINGHAM : 

WALTER SCOTT, Gedling Road. 

PRICE ONE BHVPENNY. 



UNSCRIPTURAL PHRASEOLOGY, 
W E should aim at exactness in thought and expression. 
Rest assured that the habitual use of an unscriptural 
phraseology is the sure index of inaccurate thought. It 
all springs from careless reading and inattention to the 
'very words of Holy Scripture. We shall look for 
improvement in this respect in the near future. 

1. " A dead Christ " is an expression frequently used 
in the literature and preaching of a certain class of God's 
people. It is not a happy one r.nd should be avoided. 
" I became dead" (Rev. i. 18). " Christ died for us " 
(Rom. v. 8). " Christ died for our sins " (i Cor. xv. 3). 
These and other declarations of a similar character 
present the truth in its simplicity. " A dead Christ " 
is objectionable in form and substance. 

2. " A risen Christ." Why reverse the divine order 
of the beautiful words of Scripture? "Now is Christ 
risen from the dead " (i Cor. xv. 20). " A risen Christ " 
—Pray, is there another Christ?—and one not risen? 

3. " A glorified Christ." Why not say Christ is glori¬ 
fied, or the Son is glorified? (i Pet. i. 21 ; Luke xxiv. 
26 ; John xvii. etc.). The foregoing and other 
expressions of like import were born in a certain school 
of mystical teaching. You are only certain of the truth 
as God gave it in the very words of Holy Writ., Twist 
or alter these, however pious the intention, and the 
sure result is actual spiritual loss. We know of but one 
Christ Who died, was raised from the dead, and glorified. 

4. " We died in Him." This very erroneous state-
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ment is current in our hymnology. It is not predicated 
of Christians that they died in Christ. " Dead with 
Christ" (Rom. vi. 8), and "Risen with Christ" (Col. 
iii. i) express the truth according to Scripture. We are 
in Him Who has been raised from the dead, and is 
glorified on high, and because of that fact, we conse¬ 
quently share in His condition as dead and risen. We 
only get " in Him " (or as belonging to Him : compare 
Gal. iii. 28 with verse 29; also i Thess. iv. 16, " the 
dead in Christ" with i Cor. xv. 23, "they that are 
Chrijst's ")—when Christ is glorified in the heavens. 

5. "In Christ at God's right hand." Scripture does 
not so speak. When Christ is viewed as in the heavenlies 
or heavenly places, then we are said to be " in Him " 
(Eph. i. 3 ; ii. 6). But God's right hand is His personal 
and unique place, and we are not said to be in Him 
there (Eph. i. 20). At the right hand He is alone; 
none others share it with Him. It is a place due to His 
Person, and rights as having glorified God on earth. 

6. " Seated with Him in heavenly places" We shall 
through grace be with Him in those heavenly spheres of 
boundless blessing and glory, but in the meantime the 
only way in which it can be affirmed that we are in 
heavenly places, is as being in Him (Eph. it. 6). " With 
Him" in the heavenlies by and bye. " In Him" in 
the heavenlies now. 

7. " We died in our Substitute." This very common 
remark, and one largely employed by preachers and 
evangelists, fails to convey the truth of substitution which 
is not one in another, but one instead of, or, in the place of 
another. Christ on the cross was a Substitute for others. 
He died for our sins. God laid on Him our iniquity 
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(i Cor. xv. 3 ; i Peter ii. 24 ; Isa. liii.). Substitution 
is a truth for believers only. " It shall be accepted 
for him" (Lev. i. 4), not the offerer accepted in the 
Sacrifice, but the Sacrifice accepted FOR him. 

8. " Archangels." There is only one such referred 
to in Scripture (Jude 9 ; i Thess. iv. 16). 

9. " Streets of gold." " Street " not streets (Rev. 
'xxi. 21). 

10. " Christ paid our debt." What do we owe to 
God as His creatures? Obedience, pure and simple. 
Surely that was not what Christ gave or paid to God? 
The penalty of our disobedience was death and judgment, 
that Christ bore. Christ did not pay our debt of 
obedience. " When they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave (not paid) them both" (Luke vii. 42). Christ 
paying debt is an erroneous statement. Habit and use 
cannot make it right. Angels and men in their respective 
spheres owe unquestioning obedience to God. 

11. " Our God is reconciled." God is not reconciled 
to sinners, for He was at no time estranged from them— 
never at enmity. He was never alienated from them, 
but sinners were from Him, hence they not He needed 
reconciliation. Persons and things need to be reconciled 
to God, not He to them. Reconciliation is not God-ward 
but man-ward. God is not said to be reconciled. Such 
a statement would imply a previous state of enmity in 
His heart which never existed (2 Cor. v. 18-21 ; Col. 
i. 20-22). 

12. "Redeemed Humanity." There is considerable 
confusion in the minds of many as to the respective truths 
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of purchase and redemption. All men and things are 
purchased (Matt. xiii. 44, 38 ; 2 Pet. ii. i ) . Believers 
only are redeemed (i Pet. i. 18), and things already 
bought await redemption (Eph. i. 14). Purchase inti¬ 
mates a change of master or proprietorship. Redemption 
refers to a change of state—from slavery to freedom. A 
redeemed humanity involves the monstrous idea of 
universal salvation. Humanity is purchased, not redeemed. 

13. "The old man is buried in baptism." There is 
not a tittle of Scripture to support such a statement. 
If the old man was buried in baptism, " put out of sight 
for ever," as some assert, it would never again trouble 
you, but the old man is in you, and you can only get rid 
of it at death, or the Coming—then you and it part 
company for ever. Persons are baptised, men, women, 
and households (Rom. vi. 3, 4 ; Acts xvi.). You cannot 
baptise the old man. 

14. " Our sinful nature cleansed by the blood." The 
sinful nature in us is not cleansed, but condemned (Rom. 
viii. 3), is enmity against God, and absolutely refuses 
subjection to God's authority (verse 7). The adamic nature in 
each Christian was, is, and ever shall be vile. It is 
incapable of improvement. The blood of Christ is applied 
to our sins, to what we have done, never to what we 
are. The nature is condemned not forgiven. Our sins 
are forgiven. You cannot cleanse the source of evil. 

15. " Gathered on the ground of the one body." We 
have never known two persons to give the same explana¬ 
tion of this ambiguous statement. It was one coined in 
support of a sectarian ecclesiastical position. It is a 
meaningless phrase. All Christians on earth constitute 
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the " one body," and we know of no church blessings not 
common to all the Lord's people. The Lord's Supper is 
for all the saved on earth. 

16. " In six days the LORD created heaven and earth." 
Scripture reads, " In six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth" (Exod. xx. 11). In the primal creation of 
heaven and earth (Gen. i. i) there is no mention of days 
or periods of time. Creation is production by the fiat 
of the Creator. Making supposes existing material, but 
that, i.e. matter, was created out of nothing, if such an 
expression is permissible. Creating and making must be 
carefully distinguished. We are not aware that Scripture 
intimates a fresh creation of matter either for the 
millennium or the eternal state. Isaiah Ixv. 17, 18 
intimates a moral change. 

17. "We remember the Lord's death" Not so, we 
remember the Lord, the Person, and " do shew the Lord's 
death till He come" (i Cor. xi. 24-26). We remember 
Him, and announce His death. " This do in remem¬ 
brance of M E . " 

18. "Imputed Righteousness" This is another 
instance in which the words of Scripture are reversed. 
Righteousness in itself is simply being right and doing 
.right. It .might be defined as consistency in all our 
relations towards God and man. Necessarily this has 
not the character, or quality of imputation, hence we 
object to the common phrase " imputed righteousness," 
but righteousness can be imputed, and this is what 
Scripture asserts (Rom. iv. 11, 22-24). 

19. "Gathered to Christ." Not so, we are gathered 
in His Name (Matthew xviii. 20). The Name supposes the 
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absence of the Person, but gives the value of the Person. 
We shall be gathered to Christ at His Coming. 

20. " We are ambassadors for Christ." In this case 
the statement is verbaljy correct, but it is its common 
application to preachers and evangelists to which we 
object. The only occurrences of the word in the New 
Testament are in 2 Cor. v. 20 and Eph. vi. 20. An 
ambassador is one who represents one Court at another. 
He represents the government of which he is its chosen 
and accredited representative. Such a position was 
apostolic. The Apostles were heaven's ambassadors. We 
prefer putting our ministry on ground which cannot be 
questioned or challenged by critic or cynic, " We also 
believe, and therefore speak" (2 Cor. iv. 13). How 
simple ! How unpretentious ' 

21. " As He is, so are we" Those words are quoted 
from i John iv. 17, and refer to the solemn subject of 
Divine judgment. The Apostle of love is also the 
Apostle of judgment. " Herein is love made perfect 
with us, that we may have boldness in the day of 
jujdgment ; because as He is, even so are we in this 
world" (R.V.). Judgment can no more overtake us, 
than it can reach Him. We, now and in this world, are 
as absolutely outside the sphere of judgment as Christ 
is on high. It is in this respect, and in this alone, 
that " as He is, so are we." But the sentence is applied 
in many and varied connections with the result, uncon¬ 
sciously no doubt, of lowering the dignity of Christ, 
of (dragging Him down to our level on the one hand,. 
and on the other of exalting ourselves to His place and 
position. In point of fact we are not as He is in His place 
on high, in relation to the Father, in dignity before. God. 
It is an evil thing to wrest the words from their context, 
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and give them a breaatn they were never intended to 
bear. He is on His Father's throne : Do we sit there? 
He is on the right hand of God : Are we there? He is 
ever in the Father's bosom : Have we such a place ? 
Nay, in all He is pre-eminent (Col. i. 18). 

22. " The infallible word of God" It would be better 
to speak and write of " the inspired word of God." 
Infallibility, properly speaking, applies to a person and 
not to a book. God alone is infallible. He cannot err 
(James i. 17) 

23. " He came from the bosom of the Father." The 
passage reads, " No man hath seen God at any time ; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared Him" (John i. 18). As the only 
begotten Son, He ever is in the Father's bosom — one 
eternal present. When on earth He was in that infinite 
depth pf love and intimacy—the bosom of the Father. 
He never left it, even on the cross when forsaken of God, 
although the delight of it was for the moment clouded. 
The bosom of the Father is the expression of the deep, 
deep, unfathomable mystery of love, and of the infinite 
moral nearness of the Son to the Father. We are not 
said to be in the bosom of the Father. The "First 
begotten " is a title of dignity. The " only begotten " 
is one of moral nearness and of Christ's personal relation 
to God. If Jesus is in the bosom of the Father, a saint 
may be in the bosom of Jesus (John xiii. 23, R.V.) . 

24. " In the Person of the Son." Poetry is responsible 

for this blunder. You cannot by any stretch of imagina¬ 
tion suppose anyone to be in the Person of the Son. 
In the Son is a truth most precious but moral iri 



8 UNSCRIPTURAL PHRASEOLOGY. 

character (John xiv. 20). " In Christ" is a dis-
pensational truth, and is set in sharp contrast to being 
" In Adam" (Rom. v. 12-19). To be in Christ is to be 
of that race of which He is Head. Were in Adam. 
Are in Christ. 

25. " Christ our Elder Brother" This is a most 
irreverent expression. He is not ashamed to call us 
brethren (Heb. ii. 11), nor is God ashamed to avow us 
as His people (Heb. xi. 16). What marvellous and con¬ 
descending grace ! But to speak of Christ, " Who is 
over all, God blessed for ever," as our elder brother is 
an unpardonable impertinence, and an insult to the pre¬ 
eminent dignity and glory of Him Who is our Lord and 
Master (John xiii. 13, 14). 

26. " The Song of the Angels." We would not say 
that angels do not sing. There are two things not 
predicated of angels : it is not said they love, nor are 
loved ; neither is it on record that they sing. In Rev. 
v., the redeemed sing ; the angels say ; see also Luke 
ii. 13-15, the angels say. The first song recorded in 
Scripture is contained in Exod. xv—a grand celebration 
of victory accomplished by Jehovah and sung by the 
redeemed host of Israel. 

27. "We shall cast our croums down at His feet." The 
crowns of the redeemed are cast before the throne (Rev. 
iv. 10), while they themselves fall down before the Lamb 
(Rev. v. 8). How exquisitely beautiful! our crowns be¬ 
fore the throne for that is the source of our royal dig¬ 
nity, and thus we acknowledge it, but we owe all to the 
Lamb—to His precious blood and hence we fall before 
Him. 
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