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"SOME MEN'S SINS.'. 
(1 Tim. V. 24.) 

WHAT about your sins ? Can 
you remember them, locate 

them, tabulate them, estimate 
them-their number, place, guilt, 
doom? You cannot now, you 
will hereafter. The cells of memory 
are the graves where your past 
life sleeps; judgment is the 
awakening. Startling awakening! 
everything will come out then
everything ! 

Many shrink from a public 
scandal now. Rather they will 
buy off the accuser and hush the 
blackmailer. But every heart will 
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be turned inside out at the great, 
white throne. "God will render 
to every man according to his 
deeds," says the Apostle Paul, 
"in the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ according to my gospel." 

Look at that sick man ! His 
end is near. He has an inward 
premonition that death, which he. 
cannot buy off, is at the door. 

Hush! He is speaking feebly, 
making some excuse to the nurse 
to be left alone; and she with
draws. 

What is he trying to do ? 
Look I Eagerly he is stretching 
out a trembling hand to his desk,~ 
and, touching a secret spring, a 
drawer flies open I With a furtive 



" SOME MEN'S SINS." 5, 

look around, he snatches a docu
ment thence, and, looking at it 
with apprehension and shame, he 
mutters : "It shall never be· 
known." Then, pulling himself 
together and gathering up his. 
failing strength, he throws it 
toward the burning coals. 

But his feeble aim is faulty. 
The incriminating paper falls short 
of its mark-it lies on the hearth 
rug. 

A look of dismay fills his face. 
and slowly, . painfully he drags. 
himself out of bed toward the fire. 
But see! just as he reaches the 
grate, he stops, gasps, reels, falls ! 

His fall brings quick assis
tance ; and lo ! he is found on 
the floor-dead, with the dark 
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evidence of his life's guilty secret 
clutched in his dead hand. 

"Some men's sins are open 
beforehand, going before to judg
ment," says the apostle, "and 
some men they follow after." 
But every unconfessed, unfor
given sin must sooner or later 
be manifest. No fire can burn it, 
no earth can hide it, no dews can 
cleanse it, no amendment can 
alter it, no sophistry can excuse it. 
"Thou hast set our iniquities be
fore thee, our secret sins in the 
light of thy countenance." (Psa. 
xc. 8.) All have been recorded, 
.all are remembered, all shall be 
disclosed at the judgment day. 
{)h ! soul-subduing thought ; 
what tales of lust, cruelty and 
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moral turpitude will then be told 
out when the dread Nemesis of 
sin overtakes and arrests the 
sinner at last. 

Man, woman, youth, maiden
the eternal truth abides : "Be 
sure your sin will find you out." 

Are you indifferent and adding 
to the number ? Can it be that 
you are treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath in this 
the day of grace, and careless as 
to the fast approaching revelation 
of the righteous judgment of 
God? (Rom. ii. 4, 5.) 

Or, full of concern, are you 
trying to quit your sins by doing 
better? Impossible endeavour. 
Religious austerity, and penance, 
and prayers, and alms, and pious 
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living can never blot out a single 
sin of the past. (Jer. ii. 22.) 

Oh ! turn your eyes and heart 
to a living, loving Saviour on 
the throne of God, who by His 
all-atoning blood has blotted out 
once and for ever the sins of all 
those who put their trust in 
Him. Then will you rejoice and 
confess that in His death He 
put your sins : 

OUT OF SIGHT. 
(Isa. xxxviii. 17.) 

OUT OF REACH. 
(Micah vii. I g.) 

OuT oF MIND. 
(Heb. x. 17.) 

S. J. B. C. 
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