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B I B L I C A L N O T E S : 
Original and Selected. 

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD. 

The Bible does not contain the Word of God, but is 
the Word of God. The Old Testament is the record of 
God's actions in goceminent; the New Testament nn-
folds God's ways in grace. In the Old we have 
revelations from God; but in the New we have God 
Himself revealed. In the Old we have the veil unrent— 
that is, God in light and man in darkness morally apart; 
in the New the veil is rent—that is, God revealed, and 
men brought nigh to God. In the former revelation the 
Almighty God sustained the hopes and became the 
strength of the patriarchs in their path of strangership. 
Jehovah was the chosen title which guaranteed to Israel 
the fulfilment of prophetic promise and glory; but the 
dearer designation of Father brings us into an intimacy 
and communion with God utterly unknown by saints, 
patriarchs, or prophets of old. 

THE HOLY BIBLE: ITS DIVISIONS." 

The Bible is divided into two unequal portions, 
respectively known as "The Old Testament" and "The 
New Testament," nearly 500 years between. The long 
silence was broken on the banks of the Jordan by the cry 
of the herald announcing the advent of the King. In 
the interval between the Testaments neither the song of 
the bard nor the voice of the prophet were heard. In the 
Old Testament there are 39 books; in the New 27. The 39 
should be reduced to 36, as the double books of Samuel, 
Kings, and Chronicles were originally written as one 
volume each. The number 36 is significant. GOD IN 
GOVERNMENT is the great feature of the Old Testa¬ 
ment. Three is the Divine number—expressing the 
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plurality of the Persons in the *Godhead; see Matt, 
xxviii. 19, etc.; whilst twelve expresses Divine Govern¬ 
ment on earth as the twelve tribes of Israel, twelve 
Apostles, etc. These numerals combined give us God in 
Government. The 27 books of the later Revelation with 
its eight writers carry with it the numeral three intensi¬ 
fied and augmented. Thus three is the only divisible 
number obtainable. GOD IN GRACE is the character¬ 
istic feature of the New Testament. The Bible is 
divided into seven divisions. 

(1) THE PENTATEUCH.—Written by Moses .1,500 
years ago. The last chapter, recording the death and 
burial of Moses, was probably written—the first eight 
verses by Joshua and the concluding four verses by 
another hand. History, Biography, Science, Chrono¬ 
logy, Legislation, Public Government, Civilization, 
i'atriarchial Life and Customs, and God's ways of un¬ 
failing grace are characteristic features of the Penta¬ 
teuch. This exceedingly grand old book forms to-day 
the foundation of the world's laws, legislation, and 
government. It is the oldest record in existence, and 
has never bsen corrected. The Divine legation of Moses 
is amply verified in the New Testament. 

(2) THE PROPHETS.—Under this comprehensive 
designation are embraced the historical books from 
Joshua to Esther, and the prophetical writings from 
Isaiah to Malachi; 29 books in all. Prophecy means 
forth-telling, not "future telling." The term "prophet" 
may signify the declaration of the Divine mind as to the 
then present or future, hence the aptness of this Divine 
title as embracing both present and future. 

(3) THE PSALMS,—under which are grouped the 
remaining five books of the Old Testament, namely, Job, 
Book of Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon. 
"The Psalms" is a divisional title and must not be con¬ 
founded with "The Book of Psalms" expressly named 
(Acts i. 20; Luke xx. 42). This three-fold classification 
of the books of the Old Testament has the direct 
authority of the Lord Himself: see Luke xxiv. 44. The 
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Psalms are the only books of the older Revelation which 
deal with the feelings, experiences, and exercises of the 
human heart—distinctly moral in character. 

(4) History of JESUS CHRIST on earth as depicted 
in the FOUR GOSPELS—the history is traced from the 
Incarnation till the Ascension. Matthew writes of 
Christ as King and of His Kingdom. Mark delineates 
Christ as His Father's Servant and of His Service. 
Luke unfolds Him as Son of Man and of His ministry 
and relation to men as such. John writes of Christ as 
Son of God and Lamb of God. His every act and word 
bears the stamp of Deity. 

(5) THE ACTS.—The historical portion of the New 
Revelation, and constitutes a necessary supplement to 
the Gospels. How did Christianity fare in this world? 
How did it progress? Was the Cross the doom and 
death-knell of Christianity? Nay, it was the glorious 
foundation on which it securely rests. But this book is 
also a needful introduction to the study of the Epistles, 
containing as it does the historical circumstances, with¬ 
out a knowledge of which the Epistles would be but 
poorly apprehended. The historical circumstances 
which led to the writing of the Epistles are here noted. 
Thus read and compare chap. xv. with the Epistle to 
the Galatians; chap. xvi. with the Philippian Epistle; 
chap xvii. with the Thessalonian Epistles; chaps xviii. 
and xix. with the Corinthian Epistles; chap. xxi. with 
the Epistle of James, etc. Evangelists should carefully 
read this book of missionary and evangelistic enterprise 
of about thirty years, as detailing apostolic methods of 
work and service under the direct guidance of the Holy 
Ghost. Much of the modern style and character of work 
cannot stand the searching light of the Acts. The ser¬ 
vices of the Holy Ghost, come down from Heaven con¬ 
sequent upon the heavenly glory of Christ, is the main 
point developed. The book naturally divides itself into 
two parts : the first consisting of chaps i.-xii., and which 
unfolds chiefly the ministry of Peter amongst the Jews— 
Jerusalem being the religious centre; whilst the second 
part, which is from chap. xiii. to the end, records the 
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active ministry of Paul amongst Gentiles—Antioch, 
then Rome, being the respective centres. There were 
no Societies, no controlling body, no committees direct¬ 
ing the services of God's Servants. The direct guidance 
of the Holy Spirit is a marked feature of this truly re¬ 
markable book, the great missionary record of 30 years' 
service: see chaps, iv. 8; viii. 29; x. 19; xiii. 2, 4; 
xv. 6, 7; xx. 23, 28. Eully two-thirds of the history 
treats of the service of the Gentile apostle and is brought 
down to his imprisonment at Rome, A.D. 65. 

(6) THE EPISTLES.—Twenty-one most precious 
documents. Of these Paul wrote fourteen, John three, 
Peter two, Jude one, and James one. The work in all of 
five writers answering to the five-fold ministry given by 
our Ascended Lord (Eph. iv. 11). Paul writes of and to 
the Church of God. John contemplates the family of 
God. Peter feeds the flock of God. Jude has before 
him the Saints of God. James the Israel of God. 

(T) THE REVELATION.—The only prophetical 
book of the New Testament, and contains the closing 
actions of men and nations, and the last dealings of God 
with the race. The personal reign of the Lord for one 
thoiisand years is a happy and marked feature, succeeded 
by the eternal ages of God's rest. This wondrous book 
of vision and prophecy is thus divided, "Write the things 
which thou liast seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which shall be hereafter" (i. 17). 

BRIEF NOTES. 

Each of the 66 books of the Bible has a dominant 
subject and a moral end in view. 

The shortest verse in the New Testament is John 
xi. 35. 

The shortest book in the Old Testament is Obadiah. 
The shortest chapter in the Old Testament is 

Esther x. 
The shortest verse in the Old Testament is Chron. 

i. 25. 
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The middle verse in the Holy Scriptures is Psalm 
cxviii. 8. " I t is Letter to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidence in man." How true is this Divine oracle. 
It is the lesson of all time and under all circumstances. 

The Bible was divided into chapters in the thirteenth 
century by Cardinal Hugo, and divided into verses in the 
sixteenth century by Robert Stephens. Those chapters 
and verses have been incorporated into o\ir English 
Bibles. 

The Old Testament consists of 39 Books, 929 Chap¬ 
ters (including Psalms), and 23,214 Verses. 

The New Testament consists of 27 Books, 2C0 Chap¬ 
ters, and 7,959 Verses. 

It has been computed that the total number of tcords 
in the Bible amount to about 773,700, and the total 
number of letters to about 3,566,500. 

Christ and Israel are connected in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. 

Christ and the Church are connected in the New 
Testament. 

The Pentateuch is the foundation of all Scripture-
History and Prophecy. 

The Pentateuch is the foundation of European law. 

The Pentateuch is amply verified in the New Testa¬ 
ment : which search and see. 

Nehemiah is the last historical book of the Old 
Testament. 

five books written after the return from Babylon : — 
Nehemiah, Ezra, Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi. 

The divisions of the Old Testament are as follows 
(Luke xxiv. 44) :—(1) "The Law of Moses," five books; 
(2) "The Prophets," twenty-nine books; (3) "The 
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Psalms," five books, namely, Job, Book of Psalms, Pro¬ 
verbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 

The four Gospels form the first division of the New 
Testament. 

The Acts unfolds the service of Peter (i.-xii.), then 
of Paul (xiii.-xxviii.). 

Of the Epistles, Paul wrote fourteen. 

On the disputed question: "Who wrote the 
Hebrews?" see 2 Peter iii. 15. 

As to Justification: Paul treats of the inward prin¬ 
ciple—faith; James treats of the outward result—ivorks. 

There are four Epistles having a more or less Jewish 
character, namely: the Hebrews, two by Peter, Javies, 
but although cast in Jewish mould, they are for us 
equally with the other Epistles. 

We have Kingdom History in Matthew, chap. xiii. 

We have Church History in Revelation, chaps, ii., 
iii. 

DIVINE NAMES. 

Creatorial Name—God. 
Patriarohial Name—Almighty. 
Covenant Name—Jehovah. 
Relationship Name—Father. 

FIRST ELEVEN CHAPTERS. 

The first eleven chapters of the Bible are quoted 
from or expressly referred to in the New Testament 06 
times. These chapters cover fullv a third of human 
history 2,000 years, and are simply invaluable. The 
World's literature in its best, the physical sciences, the 
moral questions and perplexing enigmas of life, with a 
thousand and one problems are founded upon and alone 
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explainable in this interesting section of Divine 
Revelation. 

TITLES OF THE BIBLE. 

"The Scripture" (John x. 35); "The Scriptures" 
(2 Peter iii. 1G); "The Holy Scriptures"—only once 
used (2 Tim. iii. 15); "The Word of God" (Heb. iv. 12); 
and "The Oracles of God" (Rom. iii. 2), spoken of by 
Stephen the martyr, as "Livinrj Oracles" (Acts vii. 38), 
are titles employed to designate the written Word. 

BOOK OF ISAIAH. 

The book of Isaiah contains 66 chapters, and there 
are 66 books in the Bible. The first 39 chapters of 
Isaiah form the first division of the book. There are 
39 books in the Old Testament. The last 27 chapters 
form the second division, and there are 27 books in the 
New Testament. 

FIVE INSPIRED WRITERS. 

Five inspired writers of the epistolary portion of the 
New Testament are as follows : — 

Paul addresses the Church of God. 
Peter writes for the Flock of God. 
James writes to the Israel of God. 
Jude addresses the Saints of God. 
John writes to the Children of God. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

New Testament is an expression of the believer's 
new position before God since the work of the Cross, the 
rending of the Veil, the Ascension, and the descent of 
the Holy Ghost. Ifis one no doubt borrowed from Matt. 
xxvi. 28; and we suppose that 2 Cor. iii. 14 would give 
title to the previous revelation—Old Testament. The 
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New Testament was written during the latter half of the 
first Christian century. The original documents which 
came from the pen of Inspiration, were generally either 
of parchment or of the brittle papyrus plant. Paul 
seems \o have used the former more especially (2 Tim. 
iv. 18), which was very enduring, being prepared from 
the skins of sheep, antelopes, etc.; whilst John wrote on 
the latter material (2 John, 12), which grew plentifully 
on the banks of the Nile and elsewhere, from whence our 
word paper is derived. A few specimens of this 
Egyptian paper have been found in tombs. The earliest 
documents we have are Biblical MSS. The Vatican MS. 
is supposed to date from the fourth century. It is in 
the custody of the Romish Church at Rome. The 
Sinailic codex, also of the fourth century, is in posses¬ 
sion of the Greek Church at Petrograd. The Alexandrian 
codex .in London is of the fifth century. No classical 
MSS. are anything so old. 

WRITERS OF THE BIBLE. 

Of the writers of the Bible—about 40—we number 
the most illustrious monarchs of Israel, as David and 
Solomon; two distinguished prime ministers at the 
court of the Gentiles, Mordecai and Daniel; a cup¬ 
bearer—a highly honourable position—in personal 
attendance on the Persian monarch, as Nehemiah; the 
adopted Hebrew, Moses, broug'ht up amidst the splen¬ 
dours of the Egyptian court and educated in the wisdom 
and learning of that truly remarkable people; the 
learned and pioiis scribe, Ezra, whose name and deeds 
are engraven on the memories of the past and present 
Jewish people; a farm servant, Amos, whose charming' 
simplicity (chap. vii. 14-17) accords so fitly with his 
humble occupation; the eminent prophet and judge, 
Samuel; many prophets, grand as Isaiah, touching as 
Jeremiah, vigorous as Ezekiel, powerfully descriptive as 
Joel; illiterate Galilean fishermen (Acts iv. 13); a 
despised and degraded tax collector in the-employment 
of the Romans, Matthew; the tentmaker of mighty 
intellect, Paul; the highly educated Gentile physician, 
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Luke; the loving John, the energetic Jude, the fervent 
Peter, and the practical James. 

MATTHEW WROTE OF CHRIST. 

Matthew wrote of Christ—His messianic rights, 
glories, and sufferings. Within thirty years after, the 
whole of the New Testament was completed, save the 
Revelation, which was written about A.D. 96. Thus 
the whole Bible was finished and in the hands of the 
Christian, and in the keeping of the Church, or rather 
of God, ere the first Christian century closed. 

THE ORIGINAL TEXT. 

Competent Scholarship affirms that as to the New 
Testament we have in 999 cases out of every thousand 
the very words of the original text. 

THE APOCRYPHA. 

The Apocrypha was declared to be canonical in the 
sixteenth century at the Council of Trent, and this con¬ 
trary even to the writers, who do not make any claim to 
Divine Inspiration and are never referred to by the Lord 
nor any one of the eight writers of the New Testament. 
We absolutely deny that the Apocrypha—written long 
after the Old Testament—possesses Divine Authority. 

INTERESTING CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Succat, a Scotch boy born on the banks of the Clyde, 
in the picturesque village of Kilpatrick, about A.D., 372, 
was carried off to the then savage island of Ireland by 
pirates, and converted there when about 1G years old. 
On his return to his family he longed to revisit the land 
of his captivity, and so Succat, better known as St. 
Patrick, carried the pure gospel to the Emerald Isle. 

Bran, a British king, was at Rome as a hostage for 
the good behaviour of his country, during the imprison¬ 
ment of Paul in the imperial city. He was probably 
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converted by the Apostle, as on his return to Britain he 
was accompanied by certain Christian teachers, among 
whom was Aristobuius (Rom. xvi. 10). Bran preached 
Christ in Wales. 

Christ and Him crucified was preached in Great 
Britain as early as the first century, especially during 
the reigns of Nero and Domitian, A.p. 54-C8, 81-96, and 
probably by the immediate companions of the Apostlo 
Paul, while numerous translations of portions of the 
Scriptures from the Vulgate or Latin Bible of the 
Western Church were made and circulated during the 
second centiiry. 

PAUL. 

By Birth—a Jew. 2 Cor. xi. 22. 
By Citizenship—A Eoman. Acts xxii. 2b. 
By Culture—A Greek. Acts xxii. 3. 
By Religion—A Pharisee. Phil, iii, 5. 
By Ignorance—A Persecutor. 1 Tim. i., 13. 
By Grace—An Apostle. Gal. i. 15. 
Paul is prisoner for two years in Ceserea, TO miles 

from Jerusalem. 
Paul is prisoner for two years in Rome, 1,450 miles 

from Jerusalem. See Acts xxiv. 27; xxviii. 30. 
Declared innocent by the judges at Ceserea (xxvi. 

31-32). 
He appealed to Cresar, and that decided his case 

(xxv. 9-11). 
Paul master of the situation, xxvii. 9-10; 21-25. 

276 persons in all (verse 37). All who sailed with Paul 
escaped safe to land (verse 44). 

"THE SONG OF THE ANGELS." 

We would not say that angels do not sing. There 
are two things not predicted of angels: it is not said 
they love, nor are loved; neither is it on record that they 
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sing. In Rev. v., the redeemed sing; the angels say; 
see also • Luke ii. l'J-15, the angels say. The first song 
recorded in Scripture is contained in Exod. xv.—a grand 
celebration of victory accomplished by Jehovah and sung 
by the redeemed host of Israel. We do not read of 
angels in the eternal state. 

"CROWNS AT HIS FEET." 

The crowns of the redeemed are cast before the 
tJ/rone (Rev. iv. 10), while they themselves fall down 
before the Lamb (Rev. v. 8). How exquisitely beauti¬ 
ful ! our crowns before the throne, for that is the source 
of our royal dignity, and thus we acknowledge it, but 
we owe all to the Lamb—to His precious blood, and 
hence we fall down before Him. 

THREE CROSSES. 

"On either side one, and Jesus in the midst." 

The SAVED THIEF. The LORD JESUS The UNSAVED THIEF. 
Sin IN him, not ON him. Siu ON Him not IN Him Sin IN him and ON him. 

WHERE THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN. 

Of the places where the various parts of the Bible 
were written, Babylon, the capital of the Chaldean 
monarchy; Jerusalem, the capital of the kingdom of 
Israel; Rome, the capital of the fourth Universal 
Empire; and Ephesus, the capital of Asia Minor, may 
be instanced. Take Jerasalem as a centre, and you have 
Daniel the calm and measured historian, and Peter the 
warm-hearted and fervent apostle, both writing in Baby¬ 
lon, 560 miles distant, and Paul penning his prison 
epistles in the imperial city of Rome, 1,450 miles dis¬ 
tant. The greater number of the sacred books were, of 
course, written in Palestine—regarded by the ancients as 
occupying the central situation in the known world 
' " >k. v. 5). 
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BOOKS. 

"Writing was anciently practised on sticks (Ezek. 
xxxvii. 20), rock (Job. xix. 24), stone (Exod. 
xxiv. 12; paper reed (Isa. xix. 7), parchment (2 Tim. iv. 
13); also in copper, lead, brick, cloth, leaves of trees, 
and various kinds of prepared skins, and made up in 
rolls (Jer. xxxvi. 2) and sealed (Rev. v. 1). Enduring 
parchment used by Paul (2 Tim. iv. 13) and the brittle 
papyrus by John (2 John 12). About twenty different 
historical books mentioned m the Old Testament Scrip¬ 
tures not necessarily inspired. There is a book referred 
to by Moses in which he was vitally interested (Exod. 
xxxii. 32, 33). Daniel mentions "The Scripture of 
Truth" (chap. x. 21), part of which is incorporated in 
his prophecy: see also xii. 1. We have a book on record 
of Christian profession out of which names may he 
blotted out (Rev. iii. 5). There is also a book of names 
written from the foundation of the world (Rev. xiii. 8; 
xvii. 8). The two foregoing are each termed "the book 
of life." "Finally, we have the books or records of 
human history, out of which the wicked dead are judged 
(Rev. xx. 12-15). 

THE SON. 

SON OF GOD in Divine Greatness. 
RON OF MAN in Matchless, Perfect Humanity 
SON OF DAVID in Royal Right and Glory. 
SON OF ABRAHAM, the Depository of Promise. 
SON OF THE FATHER in Personal Intimacy and Rela¬ 

tionship. 

DIVINE NAMES AND TITLES. 

(1) GOD (Elohim) a plural word, occurring about 
2,700 times in the Bible. The expression of CKEATION-
I'OWER AND GLORY, AND GODHEAD FULNESS. It intimates 
a plurality of Persons and Excellencies in the Godhead. 
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(2) Gon (Eloali) singular. Used about GO times in 
the Holy Scriptures, and generally, if not always, in 
marked contrast with the many gods of the heathen. 
Distinguishing Name ot\ Him who is the ONLY LIVING 
AND TRUE GOD. 

(3) LORD GOD occurs in the second and third chap¬ 
ters of Genesis, 20 times, and denotes CREATURE-RELATION¬ 
SHIPS; that is, certain responsibilities and relationships 
founded upon creation and established with the Creator. 

(4) LORD or Jehovah, first used in Genesis iv. 
Occurs about 7,000 times singly, or combined with other 
Divine titles. Expressive of MORAL RELATIONSHIP. 

(5) ALMIGHTY GOD occurs twice in Scripture; first 
in Gen. xvii. 1, all-sustaining grace to the pilgrim; 
second in Rev. xix. 15, all-consuming wrath to the 
sinner. "Almighty," used singly, or in conjunction 
with other divine titles, occurs about 60 times in the 
Bible. SUPREME AND UNLIMITED POWER, with ALL 
POWER TO SUSTAIN, would give as near as possible the 
signification of this title. 

(6) MOST HIGH GOD occurs four times in Gen. xiv. 
18-24, and several times in the Prophet Daniel. The 
Genesis-Scripture, typical of the Millennial Kingdom, 
gives the force of the title, which is the UNION OF 
ROYALTY AND PRIESTHOOD IN CHRIST EXERCISED MEDIA-
TORIALLY IN THE MILLENNIUM. 

(7) LORD OF ALL THE EARTH, first used in Josh. iii. 
11-13; last occurrence of this title in Rev. xi. 4 (modi¬ 
fied). These instances would significantly express the 
meaning to be DIVINE PROPRIETORSHIP OF THE EARTH. 

(8) GOD OF HEAVEN, used about 20 times, only two 
of which are found in the New Testament—the Revela¬ 
tion; as implied in the title, it is God acting from 
heaven upon earth, hence it may be explained as DIVINE 
PROVIDENTIAL GOVERNMENT ON EARTH. 

(9) FATHER. God's New Testament name to Believers. 
Title of GOD'S RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRISTIANS. John 
xx. 17. 
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(10) JESUS occurs about TOO times in the New Tes¬ 
tament, and in no case is it written with an adjective. 
"Jesus" needs no qualifying or added word to set His 
glory forth. Most of these occurrences are in the 
Gospels. It is the PERSONAL NAME OF THE LORD ON 
EARTH AND IN HEAVEN. 

(11) CHRIST. This is an official and personal title, 
and is usually written in the Gospels with the article 
prefixed (see GreeK), as "the Christ." 

"Messiah," which is Hebrew, and "Christ," Greek, 
both mean the "Anointed," as in Ps. ii. 2. In the 
Epistles the title is used to express the saint's place and 
position before God, whether alive or dead. See 2 Cor. 
xii. 2, as to the living; 1 Thess. iv. 16, as to the dead. 
CHRIST THE EXALTED ONE. 

(12) LORD. The root idea in this title is that of 
authority; one who has claims over me. All duties, 
responsibilities, and relationships of every kind pertain¬ 
ing to the Christian are in reference to Christ as Lord. 
It expresses also universal and absolute proprietorship 
(Matt. xiii. 44; 2 Peter ii.; Jude). POWER AND 
AUTHORITY are the cardinal thought in this title. 

(13) JESTJS CHRIST. Found eight limes in Peter's 
first Epistle. It is one rarely used by Paul. It seems 
to link un the sufferings of earth with the glories of 
heaven. The thought is from what He was to what He 
is—THE HUMBLED AND SUFFERING ONE NOW EXALTED 
AND GLORIFIED. 

(14) CHRIST JESUS. Paul's favourite title. John 
in his Epistles and Revelation, and Jude in his brief 
letter, do not once write "Christ Jesus," but invariably 
"Jesus Christ." What He is in glory to what He was 
on earth seems the thought; hence we give the sign.ifi.ca-. 
tion of this interesting title as THE NOW EXALTED AND 
GLORIFIED MAN ONCE THE HUMBLED AND SUFFEEING ONE 
ON EARTH. 

(15) LORD JESUS CHRIST. The full written title of 
our Lord; is found in the introduction to all the Patiline 
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Epistles, save in the Hebrews and 2 Timothy, but is 
found in the last versa of the latter Epistle. It is not 
once used in John's three Epistles; in fact, the title 
"Lord" does not once occur m these letters. By con¬ 
necting the thoughts given under, each name, the Scrip¬ 
tural idea of this fullest of the Lord's titles will be easily 
seen. It connects POWER, MANHOOD, AND GLORY. 

(1G) SON OF GOD. This grand and divine title is 
neither official nor dispensational; it is one of full per¬ 
sonal and moral glory, and is only fully declared and 
unfolded in John's writings. Son of God in His dignity; 
Son of the Father in divine relationship; Only begotten 
Son in the bosom of the Father—alone in the secrets and 
love of the divine bosom. Son of God we regard as 
signifying THE FULL PERSONAL GLORY OF THE SON. 

(17) SON OF MAN. Jesus is not once called the Son 
of Man in the Gospels; but He used the title of Himself 
upwards of 60 times—the one He peculiarly delighted 
in. This title is used of Ezekiel more than 100 times, 
and in Daniel three times. It occurs but once in the 
Epistles—the Hebrews, chap. ii. G, as a quotation from 
Ps. viii. Judgment and power to execute the judgment 
are Son of Man glories (John v.); as Son of Man too He 
will bring in blessing and righteous rule for the wearied 
world. EARTHLY GLORY AND UNIVERSAL SOVEREIGNTY 
are the main thoughts embodied in this title. 

(18) SON OF DAVID. This Jiulaic title is a dispensa-
tional one, connecting itself with Royalty and Blessing 
within the circumscribed limits of Judea. We regard it 
as expressing ROYALTY and Blessing in Israel. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE FOREGOING. 

(1) GOD (Elohim). Glory and power connected with 
creation and God-head fulness. 

(2) GOD (Eloah). Only living and true God, object 
of worship, and subject of testimony. 

(-3) LORD GOD. Creature relationships established 
with the Creator. 
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(4) LORD on JEHOVAH. Moral relationships estab¬ 
lished with Israel. 

(5) ALMIGHTY GOD. Divine sustainment for the 
saint; Divine wrath on the sinner. s 

(6) MOST HIGH GOD. Mediatorial power, priest¬ 
hood and blessing in the coming kingdom. 

(7) LOHD OF ALL THK EARTH. Authority over and 
proprietorship of the earth. 

(8) Gon OF HEAVEN.1 Divine government exercised 
providentially on the earth. 

(9) FATHER. God's relationship to New Testament 
believers. 

(10) JESUS. Personal name of our Lord when on 
earth. 

(11) CHRTST. Our standing before God, and measure 
of our new place and blessing1. 

(12) JESUS CHRIST. The once humbled, but now 
exalted one. 

(13) CHRIST JESUS. The now exalted one, once 
humbled on earth. 

(14) LORD JESUS CHRIST. Authority, united to 
manhood and glory. 

(15) SON OF GOD. Divine and personal glory. 

(1G) SON OF MAN. Earthly glory and dominion. 

(17) SON OF DAVID. Judaic glory—co-extensive 
with Immanuel's land and people. 

H. J. Greensides, Printer, 3, Lime Grove, -Longsight, Manchester. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S : 
Original and Selected. 

PAKT i l . 

KEY NOTES TO THE BOOKS 
OF THE BIBLE. 

THE PENTATEUCH. 

1.—GENESIS contains in germ every truth and subject 
subsequently unfolded in the Word of God. It is a book 
of independent Divine Revelation. 

2.—EXODUS illustrates in grand and impressive types 
the great truth of Redemption and resulting conse¬ 
quences in grace and government. 

3.—LEVITICUS treats of sacrifice and priesthood, the 
basis and means of drawing nigh to God. Its counter¬ 
part in the New Testament is the Hebrews. Here the 
priests are prominent. 

4.—NUMBERS records the trials, service and wander¬ 
ings of Israel in the wilderness, and abounds in moral 
instruction to us. See I. Cor. x. Here the Levites are 
in the forefront. 

5.—DEUTERONOMY reviews the wilderness and instructs 
us as to Caanan-ways and conduct. Jehovah is here seen 
directly addressing His people. Three times the Lord 
quoted from this book (Matt. iv.). 

HISTORICAL. 

G.—JOSHUA treats of the wars of Caanan and conquest 
of and partition of the country amongst the tribes. 
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7.—JUDGES notes the repeated failures of the people, 
with Jehovah's unchangeable faithfulness and grace. 

8.—RUTH unfolds in type Israel's future reception on 
the ground of sovereign grace alone. 

9.-—1 SAMUEL shews governmental power in the hands 
of Saul. 

10.—2 SAMUEL shews governmental power in the 
hands of David. 

11.—1 KINGS shews governmental power'in the hands 
of Solomon and subsequent decline of the Kingdom. 

12.—2 KINGS traces the decline of royal power, 
especially in the Kingdom of Israel. 

13.—1 CHRONICLES shews royal power and glory in 
David connected with the Throne and the Temple. 

14.—2 CHRONICLES traces the decline of royal power, 
especially in the Kingdom of Judah. 

15.—EZRA unfolds the ecclesiastical condition of the 
returned Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem. Ezra was a 
priest and scribe, and regarded as the compiler of the 
later books of the Old Testament. 

16.—NEHEMIAH unfolds the civil condition of the re¬ 
turned Jews to Jerusalem. Nehemiah was the civil 
governor over Jerusalem. 

17.—ESTHER reveals the providential care of Jehovah 
over the mass of His people not returned to Judea from 
the captivity. Contains also the origin of the Jewish 
feast of Puriin, observed to this day. 

POETIC. 

18.—Jon details the process by which the flesh and 
human righteousness are withered up—all being under 
the disciplinary hand of God. 
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19.—THE BOOK OF PSALMS records the experiences of 
Christ personally, of Israel, and of the godly in all ages; 
and also shews the Messiah's connection with Israel and 
Judah in the past and future. The book is both moral 
and prophetic. 

20.—PROVERBS is a divine collection of wise maxims 
for a righteous walk in the world, ensuring prosperity 
under the government of God. 

21.—ECCLESIASTES gives the search of the king for 
happiness, with the result, "All is vanity,"•—all under 
the sun. Our object is above (Phil iii.). 

22.—THE SONG OF SOLOMON unfolds the changing feel¬ 
ings of the bride and the unchanging affection of the 
bridegroom. 

(The foregoing five books deal with the varied exer¬ 
cises of the human heart, hence the aptness of the title, 
"The Psalms." Luke xxiv. 44.) 

PROPHETIC 

23.—ISAIAH is the grandest and most comprehensive 
of all the prophetic writings. 

24.—JEREMIAH is both historical and moral in 
character, and deals with Israel, Judah, and nations of 
the past and future. 

25.—LAMENTATIONS depicts the sorrows of a heart 
breaking over the miseries of God's people—Israel, and 
is a supplement to the book of Jeremiah. 

26.—EZEKIEL unfolds the judgment of Israel by the 
Chaldeans, and reveals latter-day blessing connected 
with Israel, her land and temple. 

27.—DANIEL comprehensively sketches the times of the 
Gentiles and their latter-day connection with Judah 
(Luke xxi. 24). 



4 BIBLICAL NOTES. 

28.—HOSEA points out the sins of Israel and Judali; 
but also their future blessing. 

29.—JOEL speaks of the day of the Lord (judgment), 
afterwards the Spirit poured out upon all flesh—Pente¬ 
cost being a sample of the blessing (Acts ii.). 

30.—AMOS declares the iniquities of Israel and the 
nations; at the close, however, glory and blessing breaks 
out for all Israel. 

31.—OBADIAH presents a brief and forcible record of 
Edom's ways and doom. 

32.—JONAH announces judgment upon Ninevah, and 
also notes its repentance. 

33.—MICAH predicts certain judgment upon Jerusalem 
and Samaria, but announces full blessing for both in 
the last days. 

34.—NAHTIM is the announcement of the final judgment 
upon haughty Ninevah—capital of the Assyrian king¬ 
dom. 

35.—HABAKKXJK abounds in moral reflections and exer¬ 
cises upon Israel's sorrowful condition and guilty ways. 

36.—ZEPHANIAH speaks of unsparing judgment upon 
Jerusalem and the nations—a remnant preserved and 
blest. "The day of the Lord" is the characteristic term 
of the book, and one which always denotes judgment. 

37.—HAGGAI affords divine encouragement to the 
people to resume the building of the temple, which had 
been interrupted for about 14 years. 

38.—ZECHAMAH unfolds the scenes of the last days, 
prior to the setting up of the Kingdom, Jerusalem being 
the centre of them all. What a beautiful millenial 
touch! (Chap. viii. 4, 5. 

39.—MALACHT gives a touching record of Jehovah's 
last pleadings with His people. John the Baptist is re-
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ferred to in chap. iii.; Elijah in chap. iv.; Christ's com¬ 
ing in grace, chap. iii.; Christ's coming in judgment, 
chap. iv. 

(We hope to insert in future numbers fuller epitomies 
of the sacred book.) 

i 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT is the work of eight writers: 
Matthew, the despised tax collector; Peter and John, 
"ignorant and unlearned" ; John Mark, the graphic de¬ 
lineator of the Lord's life in the second and shortest of 
the gospels; Luke, the scholarly Gentile physician; 
Paul, the tent maker of mighty intellect; Jude, crisp 
and energetic; and James, the practical. 

THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

The four Gospels combined give the Spirit's perfect 
revelation of the Christ of God. Behold the King, is the 
testimony of Matthew. Behold the Servant, is that of 
Mark. Behold the Man, is that of Luke. Behold the 
Son and Lamb of God, is that of John. In the four 
the death and resurrection of our Lord are narrated; in 
the second and third only is the Ascension recorded. 
There is no genealogy of the Lord given in Mark and 
lohn. In Matthew, it is the royal genealogy through 
Joseph (chap 1; in Luke, it is the civil genealogy through 
Mary (chap. 3).* 

1.—MATTHEW reveals Christ first in Jewish connection, 
according to Old Testament prophecy and prediction. 
Rejected as King by the Jews He turns to the Gentiles 
and reveals the church, etc. Herein is recorded the 
Incarnation in its Jewish connection. 

2.—MAKK shews Jesus as His Father's servant, acting 
in grace in the midst of human misery. Many beautiful 
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touches of the Saviour's hand and heart are herein wit¬ 
nessed. 

3.—LUKE tmfolds Christ's pathway as a man amongst 
men—the Perfect Man, full of human sympathy and 
tenderness. The Incarnation, or God manifested in 
Holy Humanity in relation to the Human race. 

4.—JOHN—Christ is here revealed as Son and Lamb of 
God. His moral and divine glories broke through the 
Veil of His perfect humanity and scattered rays of light 
and love all along His blessed path. 

ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

5.—THE ACTS is the only missionary record of a reli¬ 
able character extant, as to the progress of Christianity 
for the first 30 years of the Christian era, or from Pente¬ 
cost—from Jerusalem to Rome. 

THE EPISTLES. 

6.—ROMANS is the unfolding of the great doctrines of 
Christianity as Righteousness, Justification, etc., and the 
cousequences upon the state of soul and practice in daily 
life. 

7.—1 CORINTHIANS rebukes loose walk, low state of 
morals, and bad doctrine. It also unfolds Church— 
order, ministry, gift, discipline, etc. 

8.—2 CORINTHIANS delineates the feelings, experiences, 
trials, and circumstances of the Apostle in his life and 
service for the Lord. 

9.—GALATIANS. contrasts Judaism and Christianity, or 
Moses with Christ. 

10.—EPHESIANS unfolds the fulness of Christian bless¬ 
ing and privilege; also Christian responsibility and con¬ 
flict. 
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11.—PIITLIPPIANS delineates Christian experience, 
which is simply Christ in life and death for the believer. 

12.—COLOSSIANS discloses the pre-eminent giories of 
Christ in every sphere and in all things, and this Glori¬ 
ous One—the Chvirch's Head. 

13.—1 TIIESSALONTANS unfolds the truth of the Lord's 
personal return, but in connection with His Saints. 

14.—2 THESSALONIANS treats of the Lord's coming 
chiefly in relation to the world. 

15.—1 TIMOTHY unfolds the ecclesiastical ordering of 
the Church according to God. 

16.—2 TIMOTHY is the last of the Pauline Epistles, 
and, while treating of the Church as in disorder and ruin, 
reveals the path of faith for the individual believer. 

17.—TITUS shews the needed qualifications for office 
in the Church; also insists upon godly conduct. 

18.—PHILEMON is the first and finest specimen of 
private Christian correspondence extant. 

19.—HEBEEWS reveals Christ as the Apostle, Sacrifice, 
High Priest, and Witness, and oiir association with 
Him in these and other official glories and offices. 

20.—JAMES writes to the twelve tribes of Israel, dis¬ 
tinguishing also the godly from the nation, insisting 
upon practical Christianity, and treating of the Syna¬ 
gogue and Christian Assembly. 

21.—1 PETER treats of God's righteous and holy 
government over His Saints. 

22.—2 PETER shews God's righteous and public 
government over the world and on to eternity. 

23.—1 JOHN descants upon Eternal Life, the character¬ 
istics of the new nature, and communion with God. 
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24.—2 JOHN insists upon acknowledgment of Christ 
and love in the truth as safeguards in the last days. 

25.—3 JOHN urges to Christian hospitality, especially 
to servants of the Lord. 

26.—JUDE sketches energetically, and in forcible 
figures and lanaguage, the apostacy of the public 
Christian profession. 

27.—THE REVELATION is the 66th and concluding 
book of the Bible. Its main subject is Judgment, 
then glory, and blessing, millennial and eternal. The 
Eternal Destiny of every responsible being is found 
here—either in Heaven or the Lake of Fire. The Bible 
is now complete, and, as a result, the government of 
the , earth is shewn to be wielded by Christ and His 
heavenly saints. Eternity, too, is revealed in this 
marvellous book, in its relation to the righteous and 
also to the unbelieving and impenitent. 

DIVINE RECORD OF FACTS, 

The countless number of the Stars (Gen. xv. 5), the 
rotundity of the globe (Isa. xl. 22), the earth suspended 
in space (Job xxvi. 7), vegetation apart from sunlight 
(Gen. i. 11-13), the orderly series of creations—from 
the lesser to the greater (Gen; i.), the origin of the 
human race (Gen. ii.), the original languages of man¬ 
kind (Gen. xi.), the historical rise of nations (Gen. 
x.), the moral fall of man (Gen. iii), the chronological 
history of the race (Gen. v.), the universal deluge (Gen. 
vi.), a primal creation, subsequent ruin, and restoration 
of the earth (Gen. i. 1-3), the early stages and char¬ 
acteristics of human history (Gen. i.-ix.). These and 
numerous other and interesting facts are recorded in 
one book of eleven chapters (Gen.i.-xi.), a period of 
2,000 years and more—a third of human history. 
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Every human book of science needs revision as fuller 
knowledge is gained, but the mosaic account of creation 
8,500 years old has never been retouched. It is abso¬ 
lutely reliable and in fullest accord with the ascertained 
facts and results of 20th century knowledge. The Bible 
is a wonderful Book. 

CHEIST HOLY. 

He did no sin. 1 Peter ii. 22. 
In Him is no sin. 1 John iii. 5, 
Hath nothing in me. John xiv. 30. 
He bore our sins. 1 Peter ii. 24. 
Propitiation for our sins. 1 John ii. 2. 
Bore the sins of many. Isa. 53, 11, 12. 
Died for our sins. 1 Cor. xv. 3. 

THREEFOLD REIGN. 

Reign of Law from Moses to Christ. John i. 17; 
Gal. iii. 2, 4. 

Reign of Grace from Christ till the coming. John 
i. 17; Rom. v. 21. 

Reign of Righteousness for 1,000 years. Ps. ix. 8; 
Ps. LXXIL; Heb. i. 8, 9. 

THE EARLY BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE. 

Leviticus shews the establishment of the priesthood 
•—the normal means of God's appointment for the main¬ 
tenance of the people in their relations towards God, 
but on the very day of its institution it broke down in 
the house of Aaron (chap. x). 

Numbers gives us the walk and service in the wild¬ 
erness, and exhibits the testings of faith, with the result 
that all. save Caleb and Joshua, utterly fail. 
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Deuteronomy shews the renewal of the covenant with 
the people, adding fresh commands besides those pub¬ 
lished at Horeb (chap, xxix, 1). The motives urging 
to obedience are of the most tender and touching1 kind. 
None save Christ ever stood in perfection on the ground 
of Deuteronomy—obedience; He quoted from the early 
chapters of the book (Luke iv.); Peter the central part 
(Acts iii.); Paul the latter part (Rom. s.). 

Joshua reveals the people established in the land, 
but coming short of the purpose and council of God. 
They stopped short in the career of victory and conquest, 
and only actually possessed a portion of the land, al¬ 
though all was theirs in right and title. 

Judges is the sorrowful record of the people's un¬ 
faithfulness in the land, but on the other hand of 
Jehovah's patient grace in raising up for His afflicted 
people, from time to time, Deliverers or Judges—thirteen 
in all. 

PRESERVATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
SCRIPTURES. 

The Old Testament oracles were committed to 
Jewish keeping (Rom. iii. 2), and more faithful guar¬ 
dians, even to the least letter of their sacred books, there 
could not be. We cannot but own the providential care 
and rich mercy of God in the singular preservation of 
the text, uncorrupted, of the Old Testament—preserved 
through sixty centuries of unexampled trial and oppres¬ 
sion, of striking and eventful vicissitudes, of persistent 
and determined efforts to destroy it—making up a story 
which reads more like romance than reality. The Phari¬ 
sees, morally blind, as undoubtedly they were, yet 
scrupulously observant of the least of their traditional 
observances, were never guilty of tampering with the 
sacred text; nor were the rival sect of the Sadducees, 
who held the Pentateuch only to be of Divine authority, 
ever charged with corrupting the text of Moses. We 
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possess the books of the Old Testament in our noble 
English version substantially as they left the hands of 
the inspired penman. 

Where are the records of antiquity? Where are the 
Hebrew and the Greek books prior to the time of Christ? 
Where are the classical MSS. of the ancients? All have 
perished and are forgotten, save the names of some which 
have been rescued from oblivion, and fragments, not 
original, of others. The oldest and only trustworthy 
documents of past ages are those of the Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures. 

ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION. 

The difference between Election and Predestination 
is, that the former has to do with the person, the latter 
with the place of blessing. Eph. i., verses 4 and 5, 
illustrate the distinction. In Peter we have the 
Christian passing through the world. It speaks, there¬ 
fore, of "an inheritance reserved in heaven for you." 
But, after all, I may miss it! Is it so? Nay; "it is 
reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of 
God." Thus in Peter we have the -place, then the -person 
(1st Epistle i. 4, 5); in Ephesians we have person, then 
place. In Peter the thoughts are God's, but man-like 
expressed—an inheritance reserved—In heaven it is, 
though ! If I have something to give to a friend, I put 
it away in the best, the most secure place I have, till the 
time for him to have it; so God has reserved the inherit¬ 
ance, and has put it in the best place, under His own eye. 

FOUR STAGES IN THE LORD'S COMING. 

First Stage: We meet Him in the air. I. Thess. iv.. 
17. 

Second Stage: We with Him assemble in the 
Father's House. John xiv. 1-3. 
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Third Stage: He treads Mount Olivet alone. Zecli. 
xiv. 4. 

Fourth Stage: We reign with Him for 1,000 years. 
Rev. xx. 4, 

CHERUBIM 
• 

Plural, Cherub singular; the ministers of God's judicial 
Government (Gen. iii. 24; Ezek. i.; x); animated by 
spiritual energy; the glory of God their care (Ezek. i.; 
x). Nowhere the representatives of the redeemed. A 
Cherub was made of pure gold on either end of the mercy 
seat (Exod. xxv. 18-20); also represented on the curtains 
and vail of the Tabernacle (Exod. xxvi. 31), and on the 
walls and vail of the Temple (2 Chron. iii.), on its doors 
(1 Kings vi.; vii.). God dwelt between the Cherubim 
(Exod. xxv. 22) above the mercy seat, and from thence 
uttered His mind (Num. vii. 89) and manifested His 
presence (Ps. Ixxx. 1). The Cherubim of the Temyle 
exceeded in size and other particulars those in the Taber¬ 
nacle (compare Exod. xxv. with 2 Chron. iii.). The 
"four beasts" or living ones of Rev. iv., etc., are said 
to be "in the midst of the throne and round about the 
throne." They are substantially the same as the Cheru¬ 
bim, and represent the Judicial Authority of God. 

THE LORD'S PERSONAL WITNESS. 

The Lord's Personal Witness to the Old Testament 
and to its several books, histories, events, miracles, laws, 
and ordinaces is a testimony which in itself settles every 
question, rules out of court every objection to the Divine 
authority of the Old Testament. Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, 
and their respective books are subjected to the fiercest 
criticism, but, oh, the folly of i t! It simply resolves 
itself into a conflict with the Lord of Glory, for He again 
and again refers to and cite^Jrom those very books. 
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CHRISTIAN BLESSING. 

Now, there are several blessings accruing to us from 
the sacrifice of Christ, which we would like to point 
out: — 

1. The Veil Rent and a Place before God secured, 
Heb. x. 19. 

2. The Conscience Purged, Heb. x. 2. 
3. An Eternal Redemption, Heb. ix. 12. 
4. An Eternal Inheritance, Heb. ix. 15. 
5. An Eternal Salvation, Heb. v. 9. 
(5. God—the living God—Served in love, Heb. ix. 14. 
7. God—the Living God—Worshipped in Love, Heb. 

x. 1, 2. 

THE FIVE-FOLD HEADSHIP OF CHRIST. 

Headship of Race; Headship of the Body; Headship 
of Creation; Headship of Every Man; Headship of all 
Powers. (Rom. v. 12-19; Col. i. 18; Col. i. 15; 1 Cor. 
xi. 3; Col. ii. 10. 

DAY OE CHRIST (Phil i. 6, 10; ii. 16), 

Refers to the coming era of blessedness for the Church, 
for Paul and every faithful servant, and for the world 
as well, when the undimmed Glory of Christ will shine 
and when His rights as man over and in creation are 
universally acknowledged. 

DAY OF THE LORD (2 Peter iii. 10; Zeph. i. 14, etc.), 

Refers to the judgment side of the Millennial period of 
1,000 years—especially to its commencement and its 
close. 
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DAY OF GOT) (2 Peter iii. 12), 

Refers to God's public intervention at the close of the 
Millennial reign. When He burns up the heavens and 
earth and brings in the grand eternal state of things, 
then seated upon His throne He declares, "Behold, I 
make all things new" (Rev. xxi. 5.). 

RECONCILIATION. 

The reconciliation of things is by the Blood of the 
Cross (Col. 1, 20). 

The reconciliation of persons is by "the death of His 
Son" (Rom. 5, 10). 

Is this a mere verbal difference? God's Son is the 
cost of our reconciliation to God. His blood for things 
and Himself for persons. 

ANGELS. 

Angels are spiritual beings (Heb. i. 7); ministers to 
the saints (Heb. 1. 14); representatives of our little ones 
on high (Matt, xviii. 10); ministered to Christ (Matt. iv. 
11); are subject to Christ (1 Pet. iii. 22); created by 
Christ (Col. i. 16); worshippers of God and of Christ 
(Neh. ix. 6; Rev. v.); interested in the truths of Re¬ 
demption and the Church (1 Peter i. 12); are holy (Matt. 
xxv. 31), poioerful (2 Thess. i. 7), wise (2 Sam. xiv. 20), 
countless (Heb. xii. 22), elect (1 Tim. v. 21), obedient 
(Ps. ciii. 20); are of various orders and ranks (1 Peter 
iii. 22); there are fallen angels in the heavenly places 
(Eph. vi. 12), and others chained up under darkness 
(Jude 6; 2 Peter ii. 4); Gabriel and Michael are chief 
angels (Luke i. 19; Jude 9), the only ones named. Satan 
is the prince of the fallen host (Rev. xii. 9); the age of 
law was under the government of angels (Acts vii. 53). 
"Angels" is a term denoting office, not nature; the con¬ 
text in each passage will determine whether saints or 
spiritual beings are meant. Named 108 times in the Old 
Testament and 165 in the New Testament. Not named 
in the Eternal State. 
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The Lord's Personal Authentication. 

1. The Law John vii. 19. 
2. Circumcision John vii. 22. 
3. The Commandments Matt. xix. 18, 19. 
4. Marriage Matt. xix. 5. 
5. Jewish Laws of Divorce and Adultery..Matt, xix 7-9. 
6. The Deluge and the Ark Luke xvii. 
7. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah Luke xvii. 
8. Destruction of Tyre and Sidon Matt. xi. 21, 22. 
9. Story of the Burning Bush Luke xx. 37. 

10. Jonah and the Fish Matt. xii. 40. 
11. Repentance of Ninevah Matt. xii. 41. 
12. Glory of Solomon Matt. vi. 29. 
.13. Wisdom of Solomon Matt. xii. 42. 
14. Visit of the Ethiopian Queen Matt. xii. 42. 
15. The Passover •. Matt. xxvi. 2. 
16. Feast of Tabernacles John vii. 
17. David eating Shewbred Matt. xii. 3, 4. 
18. Priests profane the Sabbath Matt. xii . 5. 
19. Heaven shut up in Elijah's Day Luke iv. 25. 
20. Naaman the Leper Luke iv. 27. 
21. The Manna John vi. 
22. The Brazen Serpent John iii. 
2-3. Murder of Abel and Zacharias Matt, xxiii . 35. 
24. Mission of the Messiah (Isa. lxi.) Luke iv. 
25. Mission of John (Mai. iii.) Matt . xvii. 
26. Mission of Elias (Mai. iv.) Matt . xvii . 
27. Daniel and his celebrated Prophecy Matt. xxiv. 
28. Creation Mark xiii. 19. 

HUMANITY. 

Humanity is witnessed in three distinct conditions: 
First, in innocence (Gen. i i . ) ; second, in sin (Psalm l i . ) ; 
third, holy as in Christ (Luke i. 35). Innocence once 
forfeited cannot be regained; as believers we are called 
to holiness. 
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HISTORY. 

We have Church History in Rev. ii. and iii.; King¬ 
dom History in Matt, xiii.; Gentile Political History 
in Dan. ii. and vii.; Jewish National History in Gen. 
xlix; Governmental History of Israel in Dent, xxxiii.; 
Ecclesiastical History of Israel in Lev. xxiii. 

PLACES DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM. 

D GOD : This is Jerusalem : I have set it in the midst of the 
ure round about her " ( Ezek. v, 5. ). 

" THUS saith the LOP. 
nations and countries that 

About miles. 
Ajalon 14 
Ananiah 3 
Anathoth 4 
Antioch 300 
Athens 7S0 
Ashan 20 
Ararat, Mount ... 700 
Bethabara 30 
Beeroth 10 
Bethany 2 
Bethlehem ([ 
Bethphage 2A 
Beersheba 41 
Bethshemesh 14 
Bethel 12 
Beirut 150 
Babylon SCO 
Capernaum 80 
Cana of Galilee... 70 
Cairo 2fiO 
Carniel 75 
Cesarea of Palestine 70 
Cesarea of Philippi 120 
Chorazin 82 
Corinth 830 

About miles. 
Cyrene 790 

Dalmanutha 74 
Damascus 13(1 
Dothan 50 

Ebal, Mount 35 
Eliph 1 
Emmau,s 71 
Engedi 25 
Eleutheropolis .... 25 
Gibeah of Judah. 10 
Gibeah of Benjamin 5 
Gethsemane 1 
Gerizzim, Mount. 32 
Gibeon fj 
Gilgal 20 
Ilormah 00 
Hebron 20 I 

Jacob's Well 33 J 
Jericho 25 I 
Joppa 40 I 
London ! 

(direct line)...2240 

About miles. 
Malta \24o 

Modin 15 
Mediterranean ... 30 
Mickmash 7 

Nazareth 00 
New York .. 0200 
Ninevah 570 

Pisgah, Mount ... 30 
Ptolemais 80 

Rome 1450 
Kamah 5 

Sidon 120 
Samaria 40 
Sinai, Mount .... 230 
Schernen 34 
Sheehem 29 
Tiberias 
Tyre " 
Thebes " 
Tanpuch 
Tomb of Bachel . 

70 
110 
450 
12 
4 

H. J. Greensides, Printer, 3, Lime Grove, Longsight, Manchester. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S : 
Original and Selected. 

PART 3 

PLAN AND ORDER OF THE AGES. 

The dispensational dealings of God in the past and 
those recorded in the Scriptures as yet future is an im¬ 
portant department of Biblical study. 

There is an order and exactness in the sequence of 
events and in their groupings together under distinct 
and divinely revealed principles by which God directly 
or indirectly governed the race, which invests the history 
of the "ages" with intense interest. 

In the Divine, therefore imperishable records of 
Inspiration, the great chart of time is unrolled. Here 
facts are duly chronicled. Here the ways, actions, 
words, and thoughts of men are faithfully recorded; or, 
in other words, the history of the race is given us accord¬ 
ing to God. What a history ! The impress of eternity 
is upon it! 

Now in this Divine account of man we have laid bare 
what no human pen could trace, the inner history—the 
principles and motives which govern men. The suc¬ 
cessive, varied, and probationary trials to which the 
creature, individually, nationally, or universally was 
subjected, led to a growing development of his moral 
history which culminated in man openly declaring him¬ 
self as the determined enemy of God in the rejection and 
murder of Christ. "But now once in the end of the ages 
(i.e., their 'consummation') hath He been manifested to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself."—(Heb. ix. 
26, revised version). 
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Those past ages then have completed their course and 
now yield their rich and varied stores of instruction to 
us "upon whom the ends of the ages are come."—1 Cor. 
x. 11, revised version). 

From innocence to guilt; or from the garden of life 
(Gen. ii. 7-8) to the garden of death (Jn. s is . 41). The 
finish or consummation of the ages centre in the cross of 
Christ, for to it they all tended. What a wondrous meet¬ 
ing place ! There where the complete and utter ruin of 
man is openly declared the boundless grace of God is as 
publicly manifested. There the depravity and guilt of 
man is thoroughly exposed, there, too, the greatness and 
grandeur of God's salvation for all is beheld. 

The ages to come will have a history as sorrowful and 
humbling as those of the past. As the previous ages 
finished their course in the rejection of Christ in grace, 
so those yet future, will close their story by the rejection 
of Christ in glory (Rev. xx. 7-15). The cross (Heb. ix. 
26) and the lake of fire (Rev. xx. 15) respectively close 
the past and future ages. How fruitful in lessons to us ! 

ADAM—Innocence (Gen. ii.).—The period of inno¬ 
cence was a brief one; its salient features are described 
within the compass of eighteen verses (Gen. ii. 8-25). In 
a sinless state and in a specially prepared garden, Adam 
and Eve stood alone (Gen. ii. 8). The state and place 
being forfeited by sin there can be no return to either 
(Gen. iii. 24). Outside the garden and in sin the race 
commenced its sorrowful history (Gen. iv. 1; Ps. Ii. 5). 

CAIN—Conscience (Gen. iii.-viii.).—From the Fall 
to the Flood—a dreary period of 1656 years of lawless¬ 
ness and sin prevailed. Unbridled self-will was rampant 
and the moral corruption universal. God left the race 
without promise to cheer or law to restrain. Man, how¬ 
ever, had been supplied with conscience—God's inward, 
warning monitor. During the last 120 years of this dark 
and darkening period God interposed with a combined 
testimonv, throus'h Noah, of Salvation and Judgment 
(Gen. vi.", vii.; Heb. xi. 7; 1 Peter iii. 20). 
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NOAH—Government (Gen. ix.).—Magisterial au¬ 
thority and the first and fundamental principles of civil 
government for man as such were revealed to Noah after 
the flood; these principles ever remain in all their force. 
All government and powers are responsible to God for 
the due maintenance of law and authority in their re¬ 
spective spheres. God in governmental dealing with 
man at large in judgment and in blessing is the great 
characteristic of this period. This fresh beginning was 
founded on sacrifice. (Gen. viii. 20-21.) 

ABRAM—Promise (Gen. xii.).—Owing to the univer¬ 
sality of idolatry (Jos. xxiv. 2), Abram, himself an 
idolater, was called "out" (Gen. xii. 1) to head a new 
race (Rom. iv.); to commence anew the public testimony 
for God (Rom. xi.) and to become the source and chan¬ 
nel of blessing to the world (Gen. xii. 2-3), God thus 
morally judging the guilty scene. "Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promises made" (Gal. iii. 16); to 
the former in Gen. xii., to the latter in Gen. xxii. Be¬ 
lievers in all ages are "Abraham's seed" (Gal. iii. 29). 

MOSES—Law (Exod. xix.).—The law was given by 
Moses as a test and trial of mankind; and its history and 
effects as exhibited in Israel have been faithfully chroni¬ 
cled for instruction in all ages. It proved a ministry of 
death and condemnation to Israel (2 Cor. iii.) as it also 
does to every individual soul quickened, but yet unde¬ 
livered (Rom. vii.), from not knowing that as Christians 
we are dead to it (verse 4). The law as a covenant 
existed from Moses to Christ (Gal. iii. 24)—an interest¬ 
ing period of about fifteen centuries. 

JOSHUA—Theocracy (The Book of Judges).—Dur¬ 
ing the period of the Judges—about 450 years—(Acts 
xiii. 20) Israel was governed by Jehovah, but instrument-
ally by successive Judges—1G in all—raised up in vari¬ 
ous parts of the country. This dark period in Israel's 
history brings into relief some fine instances of indi¬ 
vidual faith in God and traits of noble character; the 
sovereign grace of God to His failed and ever-failing 



BIBLICAL NOTES. 

people is also conspicuously displayed on the dark back¬ 
ground of Israel's unbelief. 

DAVID—Monarchy (The Books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles).-—A new and important era in Israel's 
history dates from her rejection of the theocracy, i.e., of 
Jehovah Israel's King and Law Giver, and of her publicly 
expressed determination to have a king like the nations 
(1 Sam. viii.). The monarchy—from Saul till Zede-
kiah, first and last king-—existed for about 500 years. 
Not Saul, however, the people's choice, but David was 
Jehovah's chosen king- (Ps. Ixxxix). 

DANIEL—Captivity (The Books of Kings and 
Daniel).—Ephraim or the ten tribes after existing as a 
separate kingdom for about 260 years under 19 kings, 
was destroyed by Assyria (2 Kings xvii.). Judah as a 
distinct monarchy existed for about 390 years under the 
sway of 20 sovereigns, and was destroyed by the Chal¬ 
deans in the year 588 B.C. (2 King's xxv.). The capti¬ 
vity of Judah lasted 70 years (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21). 
Babylon, not Jerusalem; the Gentile, not the Jew, then 
became the centre of the world's government (Dan. ii.; 
Luke xxi. 24). 

CHRIST CRIICIFIED—Grace (The Acts and the 
Epistles).—Israel is the subject of prophecy and of gov¬ 
ernment. The Church is the subject of revelation and 
of grace. From the judicial rejection of Israel (Acts 
xxviii. 25-27), the Roman destruction of Jerusalem 
several years later (70 A.D.) till she once again occupies 
the place in history, the interesting interval between, of 
about 2,000 years, has as its grand characteristic THE 
REVELATION OP GOD IN GRACE TO SINNERS and the UNIQUE 
PLACE AND DESTINY OF THE C H U H C H AS THE BODY AND 
BRIDE OF CHUIST (John iii.; Eph. iii.). 

SATAN—Judgment (Rev. vi.—xix.).—After the 
translation of the saints to meet the Lord (1 Thess. iv. 
17), which will close up this parenthetic period of grace, 
then the 70th week or seven literal years of Daniel's cele¬ 
brated prophecy (Dan. ix. 27) will run its course, during 
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which—the latter half especially—Satan will play his 
terrible role. The characteristic feature will be the 
infliction of successive judgments upon apostate Judah 
and apostate Christendom, mainly noted in the prophetic 
part of the Revelation (chaps, vi.—xix.). 

CHRIST GLORIFIED—Glory (Rev. xx.; xxi. 9; 
xxii. 5).—The personal reign of Christ for 1,000 years 
(Rev. xx. 1-6) will be a magnificent era in the history 
of the world. It will be a reign of righteousness. The 
Lord will throw the skirts of His glory over the scene 
of agony—the universal groan will be hushed, the 
general wail of misery cease, and one loud, long, univer¬ 
sal anthem sung by the Redeemed Creation of Him and 
to Him (Rev. v.; Psalm cxlvi.—cl.). 

WHO ALONE IS WORTHY. 

GOD—God's Eternal Rest (Rev. xxi. 1-5; 1 Cor. xv. 
28).—We have at last reached perfection. The eternal 
ages are not the fruit of eternal coxmsel as the millen¬ 
nium is, but the result rather of what God is as light 
(1 John i. 5) and as love (1 John iv. 16). 0 ! the deep 
and unfathomable blessedness of entering into God's rest 
(Heb. iv.) when perfection will be stamped on every 
creature and on everything—the lake of fire and its 
eternal inhabitants alone excepted (Rev. xxi. 8). The 
description of the eternal state is stated in negative 
terms only. What will it be to be there? 

GEOLOGICAL AGES. 

In the foregoing plan we have necessarily omitted 
the utterly unknown ages previous to the commencement 
of human history. 

The periods demanded for geological formation—in 
many instances the outcome of wild and reckless conjec¬ 
ture—must yet be very great. The most sober geologists 
require periods of far greater length than those assigned 
in Scripture as marking the various epochs in history. 
Now science does not make facts; its province is to dis-
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close them. Science discovers what is. Hence as a 
Christian, and as a firm believer in the verbal inspira¬ 
tion of the Word of God, we welcome, gladly welcome, 
the disclosure of facts in the realm of nature, but con¬ 
jecture and supposition we utterly repudiate. Wo would 
again repeat, that science reveals what is, not what -may 
be or might nave been. 

Now, while frankly accepting facts from whatever 
quarter—Christian or infidel—we unhesitatingly chal¬ 
lenge the production of one which contradicts any state¬ 
ment of holy writ. The periods in Scripture refer to 
man's history, and not at all to the age or antiquity of 
the globe. That useful chapter—Gen. v.— or family 
register of the race from Adam to Noah—1,656 years— 
the basis of human chronology—is an important factor 
in a question of this kind. All the periods therein enu¬ 
merated, and they are the first on record, refer to the 
age of persons. 

Not one inspired statement informs us when "God 
created the heavens and the earth;" nor how long the 
ruined earth lay desolate (verse 2 Gen. i.), nor by what 
means its ruin was effected; it was will-less in the 
matter (Rom. viii. 20). Neither does the Word of God 
define the time from the brooding of the Spirit of God 
upon the waters which were wrapped round the chaotic 
earth as a huge winding-sheet, till God prepared it in 
six literal days as man's home till he enter either of the 
eternal abodes—Heaven or the Lake of Fire. Hence the 
periods required for the formation of the various geologi¬ 
cal strata can easily be granted, and are in fact fully 
provided for in the first -39 words of the Bible. How 
perfect is the Word of God ! 

• • • 
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SIXTEEN DIVINE TRUTHS. 

THE SINS. 

(1) The Sins of all believers are divinely, eternally 
fully, frankly forgiven and remembered no more (Heb. 
x. 17). 

THE ACCEPTANCE. 

(2) The Acceptance of all believers is measured by 
God's delight in Christ and of His finished work. Christ 
on the Cfoss forsaken of God measured our distance as 
sinners; Christ glorified on high is the wondrous expres¬ 
sion of our present nearness to God as believers (Lev. 
i.4). 

THE CONSCIENCE. 

(3) The Conscience of all believers, once purged by 
the blood of Christ, needs no repetition. By that in¬ 
finitely precious blood no sense of guilt or dread of com¬ 
ing judgment clouds the conscience. The sacrifice of 
Christ fits one eternally for the holy presence of God 
(Heb. ix. 10). 

THE JUSTIFICATION. 

(4) The Justification of all believers is founded on 
the shed blood of Christ (Rom. v., 9), and declared in 
His Resurrection (Rom. iv. 24). God is the Justifier, 
and His work is absolutely perfect. Now no condemna¬ 
tion (Rom. viii. 1); in the glory no cloud. 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

(5) The Righteousness of all believers in the presence 
of God is Christ glorified as man. Thus we have an 
abiding-place in the presence and glory of God. Christ 
our Righteousness is there. 
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THE STANDING. 
(6) The Standing of all believers is according to 

God's declared acceptance of the sacrifice of His beloved 
Son—hence it is necessarily perfect and complete; but 
our actual state, being the result of the Spirit's work in 
us, is necessarily imperfect, owing to the presence and 
activity of the evil nature in us. Christ is both the 
measure of our standing and state. 

THE LIFE. 
(7) The Life of all believers is Christ Himself (Col. 

iii, 3). This glorious fact exempts believers from judi¬ 
cial judgment. All believers have eternal life as a pre¬ 
sent and everlasting possession. 

THE HOPE. 
(8) The Hope of all believers is Christ's Coming for 

His saints, and subsequently their appearing in glory 
with Him (1 John iii. 2). 

THE OBJECT. 
(9) The Object of all believers is Christ glorified on 

high. Communion with Christ in the blessed sphere 
where He now is, constitutes the energy if all Christian 
life and service (Phil. iii.). 

THE HEART. 
(10) The Heart of all believers is claimed by Christ 

Who has delivered us from the wrath to come. He 
dwells in our hearts by faith (Eph. iii. 17). Are we each 
conscious of His ever-abiding presence? xg i' 

THE EXAMPLE. 
(11) The Example for all believers is Christ in the 

rugged path of earth. We have numeroiis encourage¬ 
ments to persevere (Heb. xi.), but only one perfect 
Example. Are we each following in His steps? 
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THE WITNESS. 
(12) The Witness of all believers should be to Christ 

•—the Holy and the True. We are Christ's witnesses. 
What an honoured position to take up in this Christ-
rejecting age? (Acts i.). 

THE SERVICE. 
(13) The Service of all believers should be marked by 

definiteness and spirituality. Prayer should precede 
and accompany work, and communion with God charac¬ 
terise it (Acts vi. 4).~ 

THE AIM. 

(14) The Aim of all believers and their life-motto 
should be "For me to live is Christ, and to die gain." 
God grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen ! 

THE WEALTH. 

(15) The Wealth of all believers consists of all 
spiritual and temporal blessing (Eph. iii. 21-23). 

THE PRIESTHOOD. 

(16) The Priesthood of all believers is both holy and 
royal m character (1 Peter ii. 3, 9). 

AND. 

The copulative and occurs about a 100 times in the 
creation-narrative (Gen. i.), thus intimating numerous 
and varied acts of Divine power; in itself the answer to 
the modern theories of evolution. We may here remark 
that the ancient eosmognies are unworthy of a moment's 
serious consideration, save, perhaps, the earliest records 
on stone. The Chaldean account of creation on the 
stone tablets discovered in Ninevah is certainly very 
ancient. But the story is so mixed up with polytheistic 
teaching, and so lacking in order and method, that it 
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THE STANDING. 
(6) The Standing of all believers is according to 

God's declared acceptance of the sacrifice of His beloved 
Son—hence it is necessarily perfect and complete; but 
our actual state, being the result of the Spirit's work in 
us, is necessarily imperfect, owing to the presence and 
activity of the evil nature in us. Christ is both the 
measure of our standing and state. 

THE LIFE. 
(7) The Life of all believers is Christ Himself (Col. 

iii, 3). This glorious fact exempts believers from judi¬ 
cial judgment. All believers have eternal life as a pre¬ 
sent and everlasting riossession. 

THE HOPE. 
(8) The Hope of all believers is Christ's Coming for 

His saints, and subsequently their appearing in glory 
with Him (1 John iii. 2). 

THE OBJECT. 
(9) The Object of all believers is Christ glorified on 

high. Communion with Christ in the blessed sphere 
where He now is, constitutes the energy if all Christian 
life and service (Phil. iii.). 

THE HEART. 
(10) The Heart of all believers is claimed by Christ 

Who has delivered us from the wrath to come. He 
dwells in our hearts by faith (Eph. iii. 17). Are we each 
conscious of His ever-abiding presence? 

THE EXAMPLE. 
(11) The Example for all believers is Christ in the 

rugged path of earth. We have numerous encourage¬ 
ments to persevere (Heb. xi.), but only one perfect 
Example. Are we each following in His steps? 
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THE WITNESS. 
(12) The Witness of all believers should be to Christ 

—the Holy and the True. We are Christ's witnesses. 
What an honoured position to take up in this Christ-
rejecting age? (Acts i.). 

THE SEEVICE. 

(13) The Service of all believers should be marked by 
definiteness and spirituality. Prayer should precede 
and accompany work, and communion with God charac¬ 
terise it (Acts vi. 4). 

THE AIM. 
(14) The Aim of all believers and their life-motto 

should be "For me to live is Christ, and to die gain." 
God grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen ! 

THE WEALTH. 

(15) The Wealth of all believers consists of all 
spiritual and temporal blessing (Eph. iii. 21-23). 

THE PEIESTHOOD. 

(1G) The Priesthood of all believers is both Jwly and 
royal in character (1 Peter ii. 3, 9). 

AND. 

The copulative and occurs about a 100 times in the 
creation-narrative (Gen. i.), thus intimating numerous 
and varied acts of Divine power; in itself the answer to 
the modern theories of evolution. We may here remark 
that the ancient cosmogmes are unworthy of a moment's 
serious consideration, save, perhaps, the earliest records 
on stone. The Chaldean account of creation on the 
stone tablets discovered in Ninevah is certainly very 
ancient. But the story is so mixed up with polytheistic 
teaching, and so lacking m order and method, that it 
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serves no good purpose. Probably it was derived from 
an older and true tradition. The Biblical record of 
Creation is given not simply to meet the natural desire 
for information, but has a moral end in view, and this 
is equally true of all God's works and ways. 

THE TITLE JEHOVAH. 

God is the name of the Divine Being, Jehovah one of 
the Divine titles. The signification of the LORD or 
Jehovah is given to us in Rev. i. 8—ever is, ever was, 
ever will be. It occurs about 7,000 times in the sacred 
Scriptures. It is rendered "God" about 800 times; 
"the LORD" about 6,000 times; while "Jehovah" only 
occurs a very few times in the text. 

Jehovah-Ropheca—Ex. xv. 26, "healeth." 
Jehovah-Nissi—Ex. xvii. 15, "banner" (see mar¬ 

gin). 
Jehovah-Shalom—Judges vi. 24, "peace" (see 

margin). 
Jehovah-Rohi—Ps. xxiii. 1, "shepherd." 
Jehovah-Tsidkenu—Jer. xxiii. 6, "righteousness." 
Jehovah-Shammah—Ezek. xlviii. 35, "there." 
Jehovah-Mekaddesheem—Ex. xxxi. 13, "sane-

tify." 
Jehovah-Heleyon—Ps. vii. 17; xlvii. 2, "most 

high." 
Jehovah-Jireh—Gen. xxii. 14, "see or provide." 
Jehovah-Tsebahoth—1 Sam. i. 3, "hosts." 

JAH is another sublime title. It occurs about 50 
times, and only in the books of Isaiah, the Psalms, and 
Exodus; rendered "the LORD" in our English Bible. 
We wish the various titles of God had been distinguished 
in our Bibles. They are indifferently translated, and 
we are the losers, there is so much beauty in the Divine 
names and titles scattered throughout the sacred pages. 
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THE FATHERS AND THE BIBLE. 
From the publication of the books of the New Testa¬ 

ment till the fourth century, the Fathers and Christians 
of those early times (some of whom conversed with and 
had been personally instructed by the Apostles Paul 
und John) not only regarded the inspired writings as 
the all comprehensive sum of God's revelation to man, 
but spoke of them in terms of the highest veneration. 
They frequently referred to the New Testament as "The 
Gospel," "The Apostles," "The Scriptures of the 
Lord," "Holy Scriptures," "Oracles of the Lord," 
"Fountains of the Divine Fulness," and other dis¬ 
tinguishing titles. 

St. Jerome, probably the most renowned and 
learned father of the Latin Church, and who flourished 
during the latter half of the fourth century, beautifully 
styled the whole collection of the 66 sacred books "THE 
DIVINE LIURAEY." John Chrysostom, Bishop of Con¬ 
stantinople, the eloquent preacher and faithful witness 
for God, and for long a contemporary with Jerome, was 
wont to refer to the Bible as "THE DIVINE BOOKS." 

From the fifth century the chosen title of the Sacred 
Scriptures throughout the known world has been "The 
Holy Bible"—a title in general use in England for 600, 
years. It was under the pontificate of the military head 
of the Romish Church—Julius II.—that the title "The 
Holy Bible" first received papal sanction. 

THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD. 
The arts, sciences, agriculture, city building, but with 

murder and polygamy added, and a human religion in¬ 
vented, were established in the family of Cain (Gen. iv.). 
The world system of to-day has gained a step in advance; 
founded by Cain, who murdered his brother, it has added 
to its awful burden of guilt the crowning act of killing 
God's beloved Son. In face of these facts (Gen. iv.; 
Luke xxiii.), can it be gravely contended that the world 
is bettering? No, no; the poor world, hoary with age 
and burdened with guilt, is nearing its most awful doom: 



12 BIBLICAL NOTES. 

TOWER OF BABEL FOUND. 

The discovery of Babylon's great temple (the original 
of the Tower of Babel) and the gate of Ishtar, the sup¬ 
posed identification of the hanging gardens of Babylon, 
one of the ancient wonders of the world, and the dis¬ 
covery of Nebuchadnezzar's palace, are three striking-
successes explained by Professor L. W. King in a lecture 
on "Recent Excavations in Mesopotamia" at the Royal 
Institute. 

" I t is now possible," said Professor King, "to stand 
within Nebuchadnezzar's throne-room and note the recess 
against which his throne was placed." An interesting 
point in connection with ancient Babylon mentioned by 
Professor King was the discovery of perhaps the earliest 
attempt at town planning on scientific lines, dating back 
to the second millennium B.C. 

THE SEVEN RECORDED PASSOVERS. 

Ex. xii.—In Egypt. 
Num. ix. 5.—In the wilderness of Sinai. 
Joshua v. 10.—In the plains of Jericho. 
2 Chron. xxx.—In Jerusalem at the proclamation of 

Hezekiah. 
2 Chron.—xxxv.—In Jerusalem in the eighteenth year 

of Josiah. 
Ezra vi. 19, 20.—In Jerusalem after the return from 

Babylon. 
Matt. xxvi. 17-30.—In Jerusalem by our Lord and His 

disciples. 

SIGNIFICATION OF SIN. 

The derivation of the word is missing the marl-. "What 
is the mark ? God in the perfection of His character as 
LIGHT and LOVE. Anything short of this is sin. All 
have missed the mark; hence all have sinned. The 
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biblical definition of sin is laivlessness (1 John iii. 4, 
E.Y.). There is one and only one sovereign, dominant 
will in the Universe—the Will of the Creator. Sin is 
"lawlessness"—that is, doing your own will. 

NUMBERS. 
One, Divine Unity (Eph. iv. 4-6); Two, competent 

testimony (John viii. 17); Three, Divine manifestation 
(Matt, xxviii. 10); Four, universality (Gen. ii. 10) ; 
Five, weakness (Lev. xxvi. 8); Six, non-completeness, 
imperfection (John ii. 6); Seven, spiritual perfection 
and completion of good or evil; occurs upwards of fifty 
times in the Revelation alone; Eight, resurrection and 
eternity (John xx. 1; vii. 37); Ten, responsibility God-
ward (Exod. xx); Eleven, incompleteness of earthly ad¬ 
ministration (Acts i. 26); Twelve, administration of 
Divine government connected with the earth (Matt. xix. 
28); Forty, full period of trial and testing (Matt. iv. 2). 
"Thousands of thousands" means countless myriads. 

THE KINGDOM BOOKS. 

In the double books of Samuel, Kings, and Chroni¬ 
cles, a comprehensive sketch of Jewish-kingdom history 
may be gathered. In the first book of Samuel we have 
the kingdom founded in Saul, but according to the 
responsibility of man. In the second book the kingdom 
is established in David, according to the purpose of God. 
In the first book of Kings we have the public history of 
the kingdom—from Solomon till the death of Jehosha-
phat. In the second book of Kings the general history 
is brought down to the destruction of Jerusalem. In the 
first book of Chronicles David is the prominent person¬ 
age before the mind of the Spirit. In the second book 
of Chronicles David's house occupies the foreground in 
the sacred narrative, as in the books of Kings, Israel or 
the ten-tribe kingdom is specially in view. 
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THE KINGDOM. 
We have the founding and establishing of the king¬ 

dom in the books of Samuel, the general history of the 
kingdom in the books of Kings, while the books of 
Chronicles unfold the inner history of the kingdom in 
connection with God's sovereign grace; hence, in these 
latter, the omission of Solomon's faults and, in general, 
also those of David. 

JEEUSALEM. 

Jerusalem is prophetically designated as the Metro¬ 
polis of the Millennial World, and is named in Scripture 
upwards of 800 times. (See Psalm xlviii; Jer. iii. 17.) 

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, U P H A E S I N " (Dan. v. 25). 
Babylon was numbered, numbered, weighed, divided; 

the kingdom was numbered and ended; was weighed 
and found light; was divided and given to the Persians. 

THREEFOLD DOMINION. 

Dominion over all the earth (Gen., chap. i. 26-28), 
and intelligent Lordship on the earth (chap. ii. 19, 20), 
were conferred upon Adam. 

Nebuchadnezzar's Dominion and Lordship were in¬ 
ferior in extent and grandeur to Adam's (Dan. ii. 37, 
38; iv. 22). 

Christ's Dominion and Lordship, as man, comprise 
all the works of God's hand—the whole created scene—-
the Universe of God (Ps. viii.; Eph. i. 10). 

THE FOUE EMPIRES. 

Babylonian Empire lasted 88 years. • 
Persian Empire lasted 303 years. 
Grecian Empire lasted 6 years. 
Roman Empire lasted 1,150 years. 

(See Daniel, chaps, ii. and vii.) 
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THE APOCEYPHA. 

The Hebrew Bible or Old Testament was completea 
with Malachi. Then about 284 B.C. the Septuagint or 
Greek translation of the Sacred Hebrew Books was 
begun, and finished about 130 years before Christ. But 
long after the Old Testament was completed in Hebrew, 
certain books were written by Jews in Alexandria and 
elsewhere—dates and names of authors being uncertain 
—which were bound up with the Septuagint. These 
books are termed The Apocrypha. They are useful as 
connecting links of history between the Testaments, but 
are utterly destitute of Divine authority, nor do the 
books themselves claim to be inspired. The difference 
between the Apocrypha and the Hebrew Bible as to 
character, style, and subjects are patent even to a child. 

The Aprocrypha was first received as canonical by 
the Council of Trent, 1545, and is highly regarded by 
itoman Catholics throughout the world. 

The following statements are important to remem¬ 
ber : — 

1. No portion of the Apocrypha was written in 
Hebrew, but all in Greek, although by Jews, and never 
formed part of the Hebrew canon. 

2. It was written more than a century after the 
completion of the Old Testament. 

3. It was never regarded by the Jews or their writers 
as possessing the slightest claim to inspiration. 

4., Neither the Lord nor Apostles ever cited from, or 
referred to, the Aprocrypha. 

THE KINGDOM. 
KEYS OF THE KINGDOM were alone committed to 

Peter (Matt. xvi. 19); the authority or "keys" to admit 
into the Kingdom were used by Peter in Acts ii. and x. 
—Jews in the former case, Gentiles in-the latter; enter¬ 
ing "into the Kingdom" is by the new birth (John iii. 
5; Matt. vii. 21; xviii. 3), etc. 
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KINGDOM OF HEAVEN or of the HEAVENS occurs about 
twenty-eight times and only in Matthew ; it is a dis-
pensational phrase embracing baptized Christendom; 
wherever the authority of Christ is owned, nominally 
or really, that constitutes the "kingdom of heaven." 

KINGDOM OF GOD occurs about thirty times in Luke, 
and is distinctly characteristic of that Gospel, as the 
former expression is of Matthew; it has a moral signifi-
cation, as in Rom. xiv. 17, but not exclusively so. The 
Kingdom—present and future—belongs to God. 

KINGDOM OF THE FATHEH, heavenly department of 
the Millennium (Matt. xiii. 43). The reign of the risen 
and heavenly saints with Christ in a glory celestial. 

KINGDOM OF THE SON, earthly side of the Millennium 
(Matt. xiii. 41). Jews and Gentiles are included. The 
whole world is embraced in this expression (Rev. xi. 15). 

JESUS SON OF GOD. 

Christ was as holy in the Father's bosom as in the 
womb of the virgin; as perfect in His service (Matt, iii.) 
as in His glory (Matt. xvii.). 

Isaiah's enthroned Jehovah whom the winged sera¬ 
phim worshipped was Jesus of Galilee, as spotless as 
man as He was as God; as unstained in the midst of 
the human vessel as in the eternal bosom; as unsullied 
in the midst of the world's pollutions as when doing the 
Father's delight ere the world was. 

H. J. GREENSIDES, PHINTER, 3, LIME GROVE, LONQSIGHT, MANCHESTER. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S : 
Original and Selected. 

PART 4. 

THE KINGDOM ITTSTOUY OF TSBAEL. 

The double books of the Old Testament ore those of 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. These are deeply inter¬ 
esting kingdom-records, in which are traced the rise, 
progress, and overthrow of monarchy in Israel. The 
books of Kings unfold specially the kingdom of the ten 
tribes, or of Israel; while the history of J'udah is notably 
treated of in the books of Chronicles. The three first 
kings of all Israel were Saul, {demanded), David (be¬ 
loved), and Solomon (peaceable), each reigned the pro¬ 
bationary period of 40 years. 

It was the royal sins of Solomon which led to the 
dismemberment of the United Kingdom. He multiplied 
to himself wives (1,000 in all, 1 Kings xi., o), and horses 
(1 Kings x., 2B-29), and .gold (2 Chron. ix., 13-20), all 
expressly forbidden to the Kings of Israel (l)eut. xvii.). 
If Solomon did not know of these laws, he was culpably 
ignorant, as it was a Mosaic, instruction, that the 
monnrchs of Israel were each to write out a copy of the 
liiw (Dent, xvii., 18), and also to read it regularly 
(verse 19). 

The Kingdom of Jndali was continued for about •'WO 
years under 20 Sovereigns. The Kingdom of Israel 
existed for about 260 years, under the sway of 19 kings. 
The former was destroyed by the Chaldeans 588 B.C.; 
the latter by the Assyrians, 721 B.C. Both cities, i.e., 
Babylon and Nineveh, are doomed to perpetual destruc¬ 
tion, Babylon and Nineveh being the respective capitals 
of the peoples which destroyed the two houses of Israel. 
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LIST OF TIIK SOVEREIGNS OF JFDAII. 

.. JERUSALEM, THE CAI'ITU.. 

REHODOAM reigned 17 years. Solomon's only son. 
A in ,i AH reigned 3 years. Blest for David's sake. 
ASA reigned 41 years. Diseased in his feet. 
JKUOSIIAPHAT reigned 25 years. The godly king. 
JEHOBAM reigned 8 years. A murderer and idolater. 
AIIAZIAII reigned 1 year. "Wicked, like the house of 

A hah. 
ATHALIAH reigned G years. The only Queen. 
JOASII reigned 40 years. The youngest king. 
AMAZIAH reigned 29 years. The vacillating king. 
UZZIAH reigned 52 years. The leprous king. 
JOTHAN reigned 1(5 years. A pious monarch. 
AHAZ reigned 16 years. Wicked and idolatrous. 
HEZEKIAH reigned 29 years. The zealous reformer. 
MANASSEH reigned 55 years. Aged and cruel, who 

yet turned to the Lord. 
AMON reigned 2 years. Slain in his own house. 
TOSIAH reigned 31 years. Enemy to idolatery. 
JKHOAIIAZ reigned ?> months. Deposed and taken to 

Egypt-
.TEITOIAKIM reigned 11 years. Deposed and taken to 

Babylon. 
JKHOIACKIN reigned »'S months and 10 days. Deposed 

and taken to Babylon. 
ZEDEKIAII reigned 11 years. Deposed. Taken in 

fetters to Babylon. 

NOTES OX THE KINGS OF JUDAII. 

About half of those sovereigns were good; hence the 
long continuance of the kingdom over that of Israel. 

I t will be observed that, as a rule, the mothers of the 
Judah-kings are specially named, but not so in the case 
of the kings of Israel. 
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There is only one female sovereign amongst those of 
Judah, and not one amongst <ho sovereigns of Israel. 

The fathers of (he godly kings, Hezekiah and Josiah, 
were had men, thus illustrating the sovereign goodness 
and choice of God. 

It is worthy of careful ohservation that, according to 
the personal piety and faithfulness of the monarch, 
Judah was blest, and the country enjoyed peace and 
prosperity. 

The longest reign was that of Manasseh's, fifty-five 
years; while the shortest was that of Jehoahaz, which 
lasted only three months. 

The books of Chronicles specially detail the doings of 
these kings. 

LIST OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL. 
SAMARIA. SHECHEM THE CAPITAL. 

JEROBOAM reigned 22 years. The Idolater. 
NADAB reigned 2 years. Slain by his successor. 
BAASHA reigned 24 years. His posterity cut off. 
ELAH reigned 2 years. The drunkard. 
ZTMRI reigned 7 days. Short reign of the traitor. 
OMRI reigned 12 years. Builder of Samaria. 
AIIAB reigned 22 years. The Apostate King. 
AHAZIAII reigned 2 years. Doomed to die: 2nd 

Kings i., 4. 
JEHORAM reigned 12 years. Israel and Judah against 

Moab. 
JEHU reigned 28 years. Destroyer of Ahab's house. 
JEHOAHAZ reigned 17 years. Only king who besought 

the Lord. 
JEIIOASH reigned 16 years. Conqueror of Syria. 
JEROBOAM I I . reigned 41 years. Recovery of the 

coasts of Israel. 
ZACHARIAH reigned 6 months. Conspired against and 

slain. • 
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SHALLTJM reigned 1 month. Slain. 
MENAHEM reigned 10 years. A cruel king. 
PEKAHIAH reigned 2 years. Slaia by his captain. 
PEKAII reigned 20 years. Successful attack by 

Assyria. 
HOSHEA reigned 9 years. Subversion of the kingdom. 

NOTES ON THE KIXGS OF ISRAEL. 

None of the kings were really good men; of only 
one (Jehoahaz) is it said he "besought the Lord," and 
that under deep pressure, and at a time of real distress. 

Idolatry from first to last characterised the reigns 
of these kings, and it would be well to note carefully that 
oft-occurring expression "walked in the ways of Jero¬ 
boam," as Israel's first king really gave character to the 
kingdom during its entire history. 

The longest reign was that of Jeroboam II . , and the 
shortest, reign 'Zimri's—the former reigned forty-one 
years, and the latter seven days. 

Observe that there are two kings of the name of 
"Jeroboam." 

The fifth king of Judah and the ninth king of Israel 
were both named "Jehoram," and the sixth king of 
Judah and the eighth king of Israel were each named 
"Ahaziah" ; the seventeenth king of Judah and the 
eleventh king of Israel were called "Jehoahaz" ; while 
the eighth king of Judah and the twelfth king1 of Israel. 
were both called "Jehoash." 

The books of Kings specially detail the history of 
these kings. 

There were eight dynasties in the history of this king¬ 
dom, the founders of which were Jeroboam, Raaslia, 
Oinri, Jehu, Shallum, Menahem, IVkah, Hoshea. 

JEWISH SECTS AND PARTIES. 

THE PHARISEES. 

The two most powerful sects in Judea vreve the 
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Pharisees and the Sadducees, the former being more 
numerous and influential, while the hitter were more 
intellectual and wealthy. The Pharisees laboured with 
unbounded zeal—worthy of a better cause—to extend 
their influence and increase their numbers (Matt, xxiii. 
15), and to a very large extent they succeeded, being re¬ 
garded by the great body of the people with peculiar 
veneration and respect, and being by far the most numer¬ 
ous ecclesiastical party in the country. The Maccabees, 
in their bold struggle to regain their country's freedom, 
received powerful support from two classes of their 
countrymen, the CIIASID1M or pious, and the ZAI)I-
KIM or righteous; these ultimately came to be desig¬ 
nated under the well-known and familiar names of 
1'harisees and Sadducees. Pharisee is derived from a 
word signifying to separate, hence Separatists or Phari¬ 
sees, who have their counterpart in the Christian 
profession as pointed out in Jude, verse 19: "These be 
they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit." 

The Pharisees were a highly religious class, keen 
observers of the life nnd ways of Jesus, rigid exactors 
of the tithes and dues prescribed in their cumber¬ 
some ritual, most scrupulous in their observance of 
the traditions of the elders to which they attached more 
authority, practically, than even to the commandments 
of the Lord, right, too, as to the doctrine in which they 
bitterly opposed their enemies the Sadducees. Of this 
strictest of all sects (Acts xxvi. ;~>) was Paul; but if they 
were the most religious, they were also the most hypocri¬ 
tical class of persons that ever lived. They were ever the 
opposers of the Lord in His most holy life and ways, and 
when baffled by a life which exposed their hollow preten¬ 
sions, they conspired His death. The Lord gives a most 
withering exposure of Pharisaical life and practice, 
denoimcing "woe" upon "woe" on that proud, haughty, 
and hypocritical people, Matt, xxiii. "Beware ye of the 
leaven (evil) of the Pharisees,"—i.e., a mere formal life 
—is a solemn word to all. 
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THE SADDUCEKS. 

The smallest of all the Jewish sects derives its name 
from its founder, Sadoc or Sedoc (just-ice), who lived 
more than 250 years Tbefore Christ. The members of 
this party were chiefly confined to the wealthy and 
governing classes. They possessed little or no influence 
amongst the people generally, for they never courted the 
commonality as did the Pharisees. Caiaphas and others 
of the priestly party were of this sect, and they seemed 
on several occasions to have gained the upper hand over 
their rivals the Pharisees in guiding the ecclesiastical 
affairs of the nation (Acts v. IT). The opposition of the 

^ Pharisees to Christ was mainly directed against His holy, 
spotless life; while that of the Sadducees attacked His 
teaching or doctrine. The life of the Lord was the best 
exposure of Pharisaical hypocrisy; while the resurrec¬ 
tion of the Lord was equally destructive of the Saddii-
eeeau system. The Lord again and again confronts the 
Pharisees; the Apostles repeatedly confront the Saddu-
oees in the Acts. The leaven (evil) of the feadducees was 
bad doctrine, which is briefly summed up in Acts xxiii. 
8 : "For the Saddncees say that there is no resurrection, 
neither angel, nor spirit." The denial of these truths 
led, as a consequence, to the negation of manjr others. 

THE SCRIBES. 

The Scribes were not a sect, but a distinct class of 
learned men employed in writing out and in transcribing 
the sacred writings. From their verbal acquaintance 
with the Scriptures, they also taught the people and ex¬ 
pounded the law. But mere intellectual knowledge of 
divine truth or a perfect understanding of the letter of 
Scripture wall not avail for God and eternity. The 
scribes could accurately inform the king (Matt, ii.) from 
the prophetic writings where Jesiis should be born, thus 
playing into the hands of the most cruel of the Herods 
in compassing the death of Jesus; "The letter killeth, 
but the spirit givuth life." The Scribes mosi thoroughly 
identified themselves with the Pharisees in their deter-
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mined opposition to Christ, and hence the Lord, in His 
truly terrible denunciation of "woe" and withering ex¬ 
posure of the character and practices of the Pharisees, 
couples the Scribes with them (Matt, xxiii.; Luke xi. 
44). The term "scribe" is \ised in 1 Cor. 20 to signify 
the learning of the world. 

THE LAW YE US. 

The Lawyers were probably the ablest class of men 
amongst the sects and parties of Judea. Their influence 
among1 all classes of the community was very great, as 
their profession brought them into contact with all grades 
of society. Their duties were to study and expound the 
Jewish law and all questions affecting its interpretation; 
disputed points, too, were generally submitted to their 
decision. In keeping with their profession they re¬ 
peatedly sought to entangle the blessed Lord with 
craftily-put questions, but their subtlety was of no avail 
against Him whose very name is "Wisdom" (Prov. viii.), 
and the whole college of the "Doctors of the Law" (Luke 
v. 17), were baffled and put to shame and silenced by a 
wisdom which they could neither gainsay nor resist (Luke 
x. 25, etc.; Matt. xxii. 35, etc.).- Pharisees, Herodians, 
Sadducees, and Lawyers were each in turn silenced by 
Jesus, and so complete was their discomfiture that it is 
said: "And no man was able to answer Him a word, 
neither durst any man from that day forth ask Him any 
more questions (Matt. xxii. 4C). 

THE PUBLICANS. 

The Publicans were a class of men cordially detested 
by the Jews. They were the appointed farmers of the 
taxes imposed by the Romans, and as the right to collect 
these taxes was sold to the highest bidder, great tempta¬ 
tion was thereby afforded to men of a cruel and rapacious 
spirit to exact their dues with rigour. Many of them 
were exceedingly rich, and the Lord often accepted their 
hospitality (Matt. ix. 10; Luke v. 29). As a class and in 
general the Publicans gladly listened to the Saviour's 
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teaching, and many entered the kingdom (Matt, 
xxi. 31, 32). Heathen, Publicans, sinners, and 
harlots were regarded as the offscouring of reli¬ 
gions Judea. but the most obnoxious of any were the 
Publicans, who, by their very occupation, continually 
reminded the nation that they were under Gentile sub¬ 
jection. While but few of the religious sects received 
the Word, it was listened to gladly by numbers of those 
most despised by their religious neighbours, and who 
with joy received the tidings of grace from the lips of the 
blessed Lord. Zaccheus, a chief Publican, seems to have 
conducted his duties with unexceptional honesty, but it 
was not so generally amongst his class (Luke xix.). 

THE HEUODIANS. 

The party represented by the name "Herodians" were 
those who, through fear or self-interest, allied themselves 
to Herod, the Idumean King- of the Jews. Herod con¬ 
trived to ingratiate himself with the Court at Rome, and 
tlnis through influence obtained the royal authority in 
Judea. Through his craft and policy he succeeded in 
attaching an influential party to himself and to the 
C;Ksars. Thus the Herodians were purely a political 
class, and the questions they proposed to the Lord 
savoured of their principles, which was a species of poli¬ 
tical craft of time-serving (Matt. xxii. 1G and Mark xii. 
l'J). The Pharisees could take counsel with the Hero¬ 
dians, to whom they were strongly opposed, when it 
suited their purpose—the destruction of Jesus (Mark iii. 
0). The disciples now as then need the warning: "Take 
heed because of the leaven (eril) of the Pharisees and of 
the leaven (evil) of Herod" (Mark viii. 15j. Mere reli¬ 
gion without Christ, and the world without God, 
respectively represent the Pharisee and the Herodian. 

THE ELDERS. 

The Elders are frequently referred to in the New Tes¬ 
tament as a recognised body of men in Judaism and in 
the Church. Age and experience thus carrying moral 
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weight and authority are denoted by the term "Elder." 
As a class in Judea they were associated with the Itulers 
and others in the social and ecclesiastical government of 
the country. They assisted in all matters affecting- the 
welfare of the people, and were held in great respect and 
veneration, while their counsels, being' regarded as the 
fruit of old age and matured experience, were highly 
esteemed. Yet these aged men, whenever mentioned in 
the (jrospels and Acts, are seen as leaders in the deter¬ 
mined opposition to Christ and His Apostles. What a 
deeply impressive pi'oof of the thorough ruin of nian does 
the conduct of these Elders furnish! instead of restrain¬ 
ing the violence of the people, actually becoming leaders 
in planning, and plotting, and executing, the death of 
the Blessed One. 

THE SAMAIUTANS. 

In the time of our Lord, Canaan was divided into 
three provinces; Judea the religious being south, Galilee 
the rational lying north, while Samaria the defiled lay 
between. Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, completed the 
overthrow of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes of Israel, 
removing the nation into captivity, and occupying the 
deserted cities of Israel with the heathen from his own 
kingdom. But the Lord would teach the idolatrous 
heathen that the land was His, although in judgment He 
had removed His own people. Lions were sent amongst 
the godless people, many of whom were slain. On their 
representations to the king that this judgment was in con¬ 
sequence of their not knowing the manner of the god of 
the land, one of the captivity priests was sent to Bethel 
for their instruction in Jewish worship. The result was 
the wicked imion of Jehovah and idol worship; "So 
these nations feared the Lord and served their graven 
images, both their children and their children's children.; 
as did their fathers so do they \mto this day." The 
seventeenth chapter of Second Kings will afford the 
reader an interesting and divine account of the origin of 
those people, who were held in such abhorence by the 
Jews that the vilest epithets they could apply to the 
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Blessed One were that He was a Samaritan and devil 
(demon) possessed (John viii. 48). The Jews refused all 
social and neighbourly intercourse with the Samaritans, 
hence the surprise of the women in being- accosted so 
graciously by the Lord (John iv.), and hence the point 
of the beautiful parable of Luke x. (iO-37. The Samari¬ 
tans alleged that theirs was a divine worship and an 
ancient pedigree as title to share in the work of the re¬ 
turned remnants to Jerusalem (Ezra iv.), but Zerubbabel 
rejected their claims and refused their co-operation in 
the work of the Lord. The woman in the fourth chapter 
of John, too, claimed for herself and people a pure 
descent from Isaac's great progenitor, "our father 
Jacob," and also proposed to the Lord the vexed question 
between Jew and Samaritan: "Is Mount Gerizzini or 
Jerusalem the place of worship?" The Lord m His 
reply levels all Samaritan pretension to equal Jewish 
right and privilege, "Ye worship ye know not irliat; 
we know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews." 
Samaria, thus rebuked and humbled, became the scene of 
an extensive work of grace; still the Lord is ever true to 
Himself and 1o His ways, and so the saved Samaritans 
are indebted to Jerusalem instruiuentally for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 14-17). 

GEHENNA. 
The word does not occur in the text of the English 

Bible. It is tendered "hell" twelve times in the New 
Testament. The Revisers have inserted yehenna as a. 
marginal reading save m the last passage. The follow¬ 
ing; are the texts: Matt. v. 22, 29, 30; x. 28; xviii. 9; 
xxiii. 15, •>•'>; Mark ix. 48, 45, 47; Luke xii. 5; James 
iii. G. Gehenna was situated outside Jerusalem in the 
valley of Hinnom. Sons and daughters of idolatrous 
Israel were made to pass through the tire and offered up 
in sacrifice (Jer. vii. <)\ ; 2 Uhron. xxviii. '•'>). The godly 
Josiah denied the place of such cruel and loathsome 
riles. Decayed matter and putrid flesh were consigned 
to the disgusting' spot. Worms preyed upon the refuse 
and tires were kept perpetually burning, the appropriate 
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emblem of the lake of fire. Compare Isa. xxx. 33; lxvi. 
24, with Mark ix. 43, 45, 4T. Not Hades—the separate 
state—but Gehenna symbolises the eternal place of 
punishment, i.e., the lake of fire five times named in the 
Revelation. 

THE OLD MAN AND THE NEW MAN. 
The old man is not justified, or saved, or sanctified, 

but condemned (Horn. viii. 3). The new man is not 
justified, or saved, or sanctified, but created after God 
(Kph. iv. 24). It is a man, a sinner, a guilty one who 
is justified, saved, and sanctified. Neve)- confound the 
responsible person with his nature. The person is 
responsible. A nature cannot be responsible, nor can 
you charge it with guilt. I, the once guilty man, am 
justified (Bom. iii.-v.). You and the old nature part 
company at death or the Coming. 

LAW AND GRACE. 
At the g-iving1 of the law, 3,000 were slain (Ex. xxxii. 

28). With the gift of the spirit 3,000 were slain (Acts 
ii. 41). 

CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM. 
The former are connected with the Judicial authority • 

of the Throne (Gen. iii. 2, 4); Ezekiel shews the past 
and future of the Cherubim. 

The Seraphim, only named in Isaiah, chap vi., are 
connected with the Holiness of the Throne. 

Cherub is singular, Cherubim plural. Seraph 
singular, Seraphim plural. 

BAPTISM. 
The Baptism of Believers is taught and practised in 

Mark xvi. 
The Baptism of Households is taught and practised 

in Acts xvi. 
The Baptism of A'alions is commanded in Matthew 

xxviii. 
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HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN DIVISIONS 

Book i. con¬ 
tains Psalms 
1—41. 

Book ii. con-
la ins Psalms 
42—72. 

Book iii. con-
tains Psalms 
73—89. 

We have here the godly or remnant part 
of Jndali—"the excellent of the 
earth," with whom Christ identified 
Himself in the historic past (Matt, 
iii.), as He will by His Spirit in the 
prophetic future. To this renmant 
Jehovah reveals His counsels, and 
makes them the depository of His 
thoughts, hence the frequency of the 
covenant name Jehovuli about 270 
times. 

Here the remnant are prophetically 
viewed as suffering under the Beast 
or civil power (Bev. xii.; xiii.; Dan. 
vii.), but an I side Jerusalem, which is 
goverimientally given rip to the (j<>u-
tiles, for the last half of Daniel's 
week, of three years and a half, hence 
the prominence given to the ereatorial 
name God, about 200 times. 

Israel as a whole (nol Judah only, as in 
the previous books), has her history 
divinely sketched from her rise till 
her Millennial glory—Jerusalem be¬ 
ing fully owned. Before the nation's 
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OP THE BOOK OE PSALMS. 

yet fid tire acceptance (Ps. 711—8-S) • 
God is the leading title throughout; 
after the nation's acceptance (Ps. 84 
—89), Jehovah is the much more fre¬ 
quent name. 

Book iv. con¬ 
tains Psalms 
00—10(5. 

Book v. con¬ 
tains Psalms 
107—150. 

Here Christ is regarded as "the hope of 
Israel," and for His return they sigh 
and wait. The successive announce¬ 
ment of His coming for their deliver-
ence, and the overthrow of their 
enemies, are celebrated in triumphant, 
strains. As this involves the national 
restoration to the Divine favour, the 
covenant or relationship title is the 
one used—Jehovah, about 107 times. 

frod's character, His ways, and works 
are here grandly celebrated in songs 
unrivalled for sublimity and poetic 
sweetness and fervour. Jehovah oc¬ 
curs about 2(50 times. The last 
psalm is one triumphant "Hallelu¬ 
jah" or "Praise ye the Lord." 

In the first Psalm, the two parts of the nation are 
distinguished—the godly (verses l-'l), the ungodly 
(verses 4-fi). In the second Psalm, the counsels of 
Jehovah respecting Christ are declared. Thus these 
two Psalms are introductory to the whole collection. 
The heading of the Psalms, 110 in all, fti'e as ancient as 
the text. 
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THE DEAD SEA. 
The Dead Sea or "Salt Sea" (Gen. xiv. :}), or "Sea 

of ihe I'lain" (Dtmt. iii. 17), -and from its geographical 
position, according to Hebrew usage, the "East Sen" 
(Joel ii. 20), is Ihe final receptacle of the waters of the 
Jordan. Its length is about 46 miles, its greatest width 
is about 9 miles, its greatest depth about 1,300 feet, and 
it is also about 1,300 feet below the level of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. Its area of square miles is about -i00. The 
scnithern part of the sea for a considerable length is 
only about 18 feet deep, thus in marked contrast to the 
northern portion of the sea, which is there at its deepest. 
The Dead Sea, so called by Jerome, from its character, 
as life only in its lowest forms can exist in it, is the 
most depressed sheet of water known, and its shores evi¬ 
dently bear witness to violent disruptions having taken 
place. It is believed to cover the..site of the doomed 
cities of the Plain, and may have anciently formed a 
channel between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. 
Although the Jordan discharges into it about 6,000,000 
tons of water daily, yet no outlet to the sea has yet been 
discovered. There is either a subterranean passage, or 
the waters pass off by evaporation—perhaps both to¬ 
gether give the solution. 

THE SEA OP GALILEE. 
The Sea of Galilee or Sea of Tiberias (John xxi. 1), 

or Lake of Gennesaret (Luke v.), is nearly 700 feet be¬ 
low the leved of the Mediterranean. It is about 12 
miles long, and about 6 miles broad. Unlike the Dead 
Sea, its waters are pure and abound in fish. The direct 
distance from the Dead Sea is about 70 miles. 

FOUR WOMEN. 
There are four representative women mentioned in 

"The Revelation." Jezebel, the papal system (ii.). The 
woman and queen—Israel the mother of the Lord (xii.). 
The harlot—the apostate religious system (xvii.). The 
New Jerusalem or Bride of the Lamb (xxi.). 

These are systems, not actual persons. 
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TREES. 
Tree of Life.—The first and last mentioned in Scrip-

line. Expression of God's sovereign .'.grace (den. ii,, 
and Rev. xxii.). 

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.—Expression 
of human responsibility (Gen ii.). 

The, Willow.—Expression-of sorrow (Ps. cxxxvii. 2). 
The Palm.—Emblematic of victory (Rev. vii. !)). 
The Olive.—Geniile Testimony (Rom. xi.). • 
The Fig.—National profession (Matt. xxiv.). •• >'• -: 

The Vine.—Eruitfulness (John xv;). '• 

INVENTIONS. 
Music, as the harp and organ; agricultiire; and 

working in metals were known and practised in the in¬ 
fantile age of the world (Gen. iv.). The finest speci¬ 
mens of pottery are of Egyptian manufacture, 2,000 
B.C The monumental remains and architecture of 
ancient Egypt, leave that of the moderns far 
behind. Our English word "paper" is from the 
Papyrus plant, which anciently grew on the banks of the 
Nile and Jordan, and was used for writing-—numerous 
specimens having been recovered from Egyptian tombs. 
Paper from rags was invented by the Chinese 170 B.C., 
and printing by the same people many centuries before 
i< was known in Europe. Glass was manufactured in 
Egypt 3,000 B.C. r

 ;< . , 

FOUR SUBJECTIVE FORCES. 
1. Christ in 11.1—the centre of our moral being, Epli. 

iii. 17. 
2. The Holy Spirit in us—the great controlling 

Power. Eph. iii. 20. 
•). The new nature in iis—holy in its desires and acti¬ 

vities. Rom. yii. 15-2-1. 
4. The written Word in ii-t—-for'comfort and guid¬ 

ance. Col. iij. !'•• 
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SANCTIFICATION. 

Sanctifuatinn is absolute as regards the person, pro¬ 
gressive as regards the stale. 

THE LAW. 

The Law is a rale of right and wrong to demonstrate 
evil to any conscience. 

The Law never goes beyond the brazen Altar thai 
is man's responsibility as man. 

The Law condemns all that flesh produces, but not 
flesh itself. 

FOTTR EPISTLES. 

Philemon, Oolossians, Phillipians, Ephesians. These 
four written during Paul's imprisonment", at Rome. 

MEDIATOR AND ADVOCATE. 

A broken relationship needs a Mediator, but a re¬ 
tained relationship needs an Advocate. 

A STORY. 

There is a story told of one of the generals of 
Frederick the Great. The general was a true believer 
in Scripture. One day Frederick the Great said to him, 
"Now tell me, why do you always revert to the Bible?" 
General Sohmidtt gave him this beautiful answer: "Be¬ 
cause the Bible reveals to me a Father Who numbers 
the very hairs of my head; because the Bible reveals to 
me a Saviour Who by His blood expiates every one of 
my sins; and because the Bible shows unto me a heaven 
where I am to spend an everlasting and blessed exist¬ 
ence." 

H. J . -GitEiOHiiiKi, PiuviKit, .{, liiuii GRIVH;, f i i v u m a r , l f \ v : . m T i : * . 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S 
Original and Selected. 

PART 5. 

THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 
A STUDY. 

GENESIS, origin or production, comprises a period 
of 23G9 years—from the creation of Adam to the death 
of Joseph. It is tlie oldest book in existence; written 
by Moses, "the father of history," 3500 years ago. 
Genesis has been termed "the seed plot of the Bible." 
as the subjects, truths, and principles developed in the 
succeeding books of Holy Scripture are here found in an 
embroyo state. Sin, earliest civilisation, chronology, unity 
of the race, government, biography, the foundation of 
all true science, creation, the sabbath, law, and the great 
problems of life and death are developed in this charm¬ 
ing book in greater or less fulness. Human relationships 
towards God, man and creation are unfolded in their 
original purity. The first eleven chapters form a volume 
in itself and really constitutes the foundation of the 
world's literature. These chapters are referred to or 
quoted from sixty-six times in the New Testament. They 
cover more than a third of human history—2,000 years. 

Genesis is an independent source of Divine Revela¬ 
tion, and contains no references whatever to prior books 
or documents. Moses, not Herodotus, is "the father 
of history." Moses was born in Egypt and educated 
there, hence the intimate knowledge displayed of that 
ancient kingdom in its customs, religion, conditions of 
king and people, and in numerous other particulars. 
The delineation of primitive life and customs, and the 
charming simplicity of domestic life, make the book u 
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captivating one to many. The first two chapters of the 
Bible are locked in the embrace of the last two chapters. 
Compare these golden links of connection. It is rich, 
too in moral truths for our souls. There are about 80 
references to Genesis in the pages of the New Testament. 

Genesis has undergone no improvement since it was 
penned. It has never been touched up or amended or 
added to. It remains the most venerable document of 
antiquity, and its account of Creation in the unknown 
remote past, the subsequent ruin of an integral part, 
then a restoration of the ruined scene and its adaptation 
for life in all forms and types of activity and beauty, is 
the marvellous story of the first thirty-four verses of this 
wonderfiil book. It is the only account of Creation 
which holds the field. Numerous cosmogonies have 
been launched into the scientific and religious worlds: 
they have served their day, contemptuously rejected in 
time, but the Biblical record stands supreme, and is the 
only one which has ever commanded the homage of the 
race. The Creator alone could communicate the story of 
the origin of the Universe, and He has done so. God's 
account of man in his earliest moments is a precious 
statement. We would again repeat: numerous refer¬ 
ences in all parts of Scripture to Genesis, but not one 
reference in Genesis to any previous book. 

DIVISIONS. 

Chap. i. and ii. are introductory; creation in the 
former, and moral relationship in the latter. Chaps, 
iii.-viii. 19 give a graphic account of the first period 
of the world's history—1656 years. Chaps, viii. 20-xi. 
narrate the history of the first of the dispensations, which 
began with Noah and closed up in idolatry. Chaps, 
xii.-l. display the ways of God with His saints of old— 
ways of unchangeable grace and holiness—a period less 
than 300 years. 

Besides these divisions there are ten sections, each 
marked off by the words, "the generations" or histories, 
which are as follows:—-
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1 Generations of the heavens and of the earth 
(chap. ii. 4). 

2 Generations of Adam in Seth (chap. v. 1). 

•3 Generations of Noah (chap. vi. 9). 

4 Generations of sons of Noah (chap. x. 1). 

5 Generations of Shem (chap. xi. 10). 

6 Generations of Terah (chap. xi. 27). 

7 Generations of Ishmael (chap. xxv. 12). 

8 Generations of Isaac (chap. xxv. 19). 

9 Generations of Esau (chap, xxxvi. 1). 

10 Generations of Jacob (chap, xxxvii. 2). 

We append a list of the subject or subjects of each 
chapter. This may enable some to apprehend the 
general bearing of the book, and to gather an intelligent 
idea of the contents. 

Chap. i.—Creation: its marvellous story. Lordship 
conferred upon the man. 

Chap. ii.—Human relationships established in inno¬ 
cence. 

Chap. iii.—The Temptation. Sin. Judgment. Pro¬ 
vision for the ruin. • 

Chap. iv.—Approach to God on the ground of works or 
sacrifice : which ? The World-system founded, 
furnished, and adorned in the family of Cain. 

Chap. v.—God counting up His earthly elect. 

Chap. vi.—God's estimate of man. God's judgment 
upon man. God's remedy for man. 

Chap. vii.—Deliverance and judgment; or, the Ark and 
the Flood. 
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Chap. viii.—The new -world. Blessing for man and 
creation founded on sacrifice. 

Chap. ix.—Civil government instituted. Grod covenant¬ 
ing with creation. The failure of Noah. The 
prophetic utterances of Noah. 

Chap. x.—The world peopled by the descendants of 
Japheth (the elder), Ham (the youngest), and 
Shem (the second). 

Chap. xi.—The first general confederacy of man against 
God. The line of grace traced from Shem till 
Abram. 

Chap. xii. The call, faith, worship, and failure of 
Abram—the man of faith. 

Chap. xiii.—Lot choosed for himself. God's choice for 
Abram. 

Chap. xiv.—The battle of the north-eastern kings with 
those of the west. The worldly Lot involved in 
the world's judgment. Melchizedek's royal 
priesthood pointing to the rest, refreshment, 
and blessing after the conflicts of the closing 
days, distinctly typical of the future. 

Chap. xv.—Heirship and Sonship. The magnificent 
and unconditional promises to Abram founded 
as to their security on sacrifice. The earthly 
people and the boundaries of the land defined 
from the Nile to the Euphrates (verse 18). 

Chap. xvi.—Ishmael born into the hoiise the fruit of 
Egyptian uiibelief. 

Chap. xvii.—The promises grander than ever. Circum¬ 
cision—i.e., death to the flesh—instituted. 
Tsaac the child of promise first named. % Abram 
and Sarai have their names changed. 

Chap, xviii.—Abraham's fellowship with God and inter¬ 
cession for others. 

Chap. xix.—Lot saved from the world's doom "as by 
fire." The disgraceful origin of the Moabites 
and Ammonites. 
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Chap. xx.—The world (Abimelech) plagued because of 

the sin of Abraham, who, when restored, prays 
for the world. 

Chap, xxi—Isaac born and weaned, and Hagar and 
Ishmael cast out. The world entreats the favour 
of Abraham. 

Chap. xxii.—Isaac the son—the sacrifice, and heir of the 
world. 

Chap, xxiii.—Abraham in presence of death. 

Chap. xxiv.—The bride called out, adorned with Isaac's 
love-gifts, and conducted through the wilder¬ 
ness to Isaac in Canaan. 

Chap. xxv.—Abraham again marries. Isaac comes in as 
heir of Abraham's wealth. Abraham dies. 
The sovereignty of God in election. Jacob and 
Esau. 

Chap. xxvi.—The promises confirmed in Isaac. Isaac 
fails more deeply than even Abraham in chap¬ 
ters xii. and xx. 

Chap, xxvii.—Jacob, representative of the Jew, is 
blessed with the fulness of all earthly blessing. 
The chapter of family sin and failure. 

Chap, xxviii.—Jacob blessed with the blessing of 
Abraham as to the earth. The union of Esau 
and Ishmael, or, the Edomites and the Ishmael-
ites. Jacob outcast from his home and land, 
and disciplined by God, but watched over and 
protected by angelic care. 

Chap. xxix.—Jacob the Deceiver, deceived. Jacob 
figures Christ, loving Rachel (the Jew), but 
first possessing Leah (the Gentile). Leah fruit¬ 
ful in children. 

Chap. xxx.—Leah still fruitful. Rachel (the Jew) gives 
birth to Joseph (Christ suffering and glorified). 
Jacob enriched with the blessings of the earth. 
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Chap. xxxi.—Jacob, in obedience to the Lord (verse o), 
returns, but secretly, to the land of his fathers. 
Laban, in obedience to the Lord, cannot hurt 
Jacob (verse 29). Jacob the Jew, and Laban 
the Syrian, enter into a covenant—Jehovah 
watching- between (verse 49). 

Chap, xxxii.—Jacob has no confidence in "God's host" 
of angels. Jacob planning and praying as to 
meeting Esau. God wrestling with Jacob. 

Chap, xxxiii.—Jacob and Esau meet. Jacob, again 
deceiving by turning his back upon Mount Seir 
after promising to go. 

Chap, xxxiv.—A chapter of wickedness and shame. 

Chap. xxxv.—Jacob called upon to go up to Bethel and 
dwell there. Jacob separates himself and house¬ 
hold from all idol worship—the strange gods are 
put away. Rachel dies after giving birth to 
Benjamin (figure of Christ reigning in person 
on the earth). The twelve sons of Jacob, heads 
of Israel's tribes. 

Chap, xxxvi.—Esau figure of haughty Gentile power 
established in the earth before the true earthly 
seed. 

Chap, xxxvii.—Joseph (type of Christ) hated by his 
brethren ("without a cause") because of his 
dreams of earthly exaltation. 

Chap, xxxviii.-—Judah's shameful wickedness. 

Chap, xxxix.—Joseph suffering among the Gentiles. 

Chap. xl.—Joseph—the wisdom of God—the interpreter 
of dreams in the Gentile prison. 

Chap. xli.—Joseph reveals the counsels of God to 
Pharaoh. Joseph exalted to the throne of the 
world. 

Chap. xlii.—Joseph, exalted and glorified, succours his 
brethren, while he tests their hearts and con¬ 
science as to their sin. 
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Cliap. xliii.—There can be no revelation of Joseph to his 
brethren till Benjamin (Christ in power for the 
earth) be associated with him. 

Chap. xlh\.—Judah acknowledges fully the guilt of 
Joseph's rejection. The conscience is searched 
and the sin owned. 

Chap. xlv.—Joseph revealing himself to his brethren. 
Chap. xlvi.—The rise of the nation from the 70 souls 

who went down into Egypt. The meeting be¬ 
tween Israel and his son Joseph. 

Chap, xlvii.—Jacob, the patriarch and pilgrim, blesses 
l'harnoh, the monarch of the world. Jacob and 
his sons enriched with the best of the land by 
Joseph. Joseph the source of blessing to the 
world. 

Chap, xlviii.—Jacob's reflections upon his life. Israel 
not Joseph is in the mind of Grod as to the bless¬ 
ing of the sons of Joseph—a fresh display of 
sovereign grace. 

Chap. xlix.—The prophetic blessings of the sons of 
Jacob. The fullest blessing to Joseph. In 
these blessings the history of the nation is 
sketched from its rise in Egypt till the glory of 
millennial days. 

Chap. 1.—Joseph buries his father in Canaan, thus re¬ 
membering1 Grod's promises to His people and 
land. Joseph calms his brethren's fears, fully 
forgiving them their wrong, and nourishing and 
comforting them. Joseph, too, remembers 
Canaan, then dies in Egypt. 

The book of Genesis is the foundation of all subse¬ 
quent Revelation. The writings of Moses are of equal 
authority with the words of the Lord Himself (John v. 
46, 4T). 

ROME AND JERUSALEM. 
Rome was founded and named after its first King, 

Romulus, 753 B.C. Judea became a tributary province 
G3 B.C. Zion was to be "plowed as a field, and Jeru-
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salem vsliall become heaps" (Jer. xxvi. 18; Micah. iii. 
12). Tliis prophetic threat was fulfilled to the letter by 
the Roman general Turrnis Rufus, who, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, A.D. 70, literally 
passed the plough over the ruined city. The siege lasted 
I'M da vs. The degradation of the city and people has 
lasted nigh 2,000 years. 

In 470 the Roman power ceased to exist. To be 
revived, however, m a ten-kingdom form—comprising 
Western Europe (Rev. xvii.). The Empire is not wit¬ 
nessed under the seals in the Revelation. Probably 
the Empire is forming when the seals are being broken 
by the Lamb, and will come into view after the destruc¬ 
tion of Europe as presently constituted (Rev. vi. 12-17). 

THE ARK. 

The Ark was the most revered of the Sanctuary 
vessels, and was the only one transferred from the Taber¬ 
nacle to Solomon's Temple. It was amongst things the 
most significant and expressive symbol of Christ, and 
the sign of Jehovah's presence with His people. There 
is no Ark in Ezekiel's millennial Temple, as Jehovah 
Himself will be there (Jer. iii. 16). The Ark was the 
first made of the sacred vessels of the Tabernacle, so as 
to receive the sacred tables of stone written by God. 
The Ark was made of shittim wood and gold—signifying 
the Human and Divine Natures of our Lord. 

ASSYRIA AND EGYPT. 

The fighting between Assyria and Egypt was almost 
hereditary. They were natural opponents, but both 
hostile to Israel, whose land lay between them and 
suffered, irrespective of which was uppermost. After the 
death of Alexander the Great, that antagonism was car¬ 
ried on by Greece with Syria on the north, and Egypt on 
the south; and will, we believe, be again renewed in a 
day not far distant. Nor is an allegorical meaning1 to be 
hastily refused. Boih North and South are evil powers, 
expressive of the dual form of evil, Assyria, on the north, 
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standing1 rather for the stronger form of "violence," 
"cruelty," and Egypt, on the south, for the weaker, 
more effeminate "corruption," falsehood and cunning1. 
Faith's land lies between them, but suffers, whichever 
may be dominant. 

TYPES. 

JJispensationul—types in Genesis. Redemption— 
types in Exodus. Sacrificial—types m Leviticus. 
Heavenly—types in Joshua. Kingdom—types in the 
historical books. PropJietic—types in the Prophets. 

THE FOUR UNIVERSAL EMPIRES. 
Dan. ii.; vii. 

The supreme power granted to Nebuchadnezzar, the 
"head of gold," who was responsible, and subject to God 
alone, from whom he directly received his kingdom and 
power. In the second, or Persian Empire, the nobles 
and princes made the laws, which the king confirmed. 
The laws and decrees of the realm were irrevocable, bind¬ 
ing even the monarch himself (chap. vi. 7-15), a clear 
departure from God's original order, which placed the 
king as maker of, and above the law, God alone being liis 
lawgiver. An inferior order of power characterized the 
third or Grecian Empire, the government being adminis¬ 
tered by the military authorities, who were created at the 
will and pleasure of Alexander. A still lower character 
of governmental power characterized the fourth or Latin 
Empire. The Emperor was a mere puppet in the hands 
of the lawless soldiery, and the imperial crown was 
generally bought, and its continuance secured by curry¬ 
ing favour with the legions. The Empire was essentially 
military and aggressive, hence the "iron breaketh in 
pieces and subdueth all things" (chap. ii. 40). At a 
triumph accorded to Pompey (one of Rome's ablest 
generals) "there were exposed to view, besides kings, 
captives of the highest rank, and an immense treasure, 
the names of 15 conquered kingdoms, of 800 cities taken, 
of 29 recaptured, and of 1,000 castles brought to acknow-



It) BlBiJCAl N0TS3, 

ledge the Empire of Rome," and, adds the historian: 
"such was the hruisini/ and breaking to -pieces effected 
even by one single general." 

E1VE MATERIAL TEMPLES. 

Herod built the temple. Ten thousand labourers 
were employed for two years, and 1,000 priests to give the 
necessary directions. The most holy place was finished 
in a year and a half; but inpluding the courts and other 
improvements by Herod's successors, it was forty-six 
years in building (John ii. 20). There are five temples 
mentioned in the Word of (rod : first, Solomon's; second, 
Zerubbabel's; third, Herod's; fourth, Antichrist's (yet 
future); fifth, Christ's millennial temple. Yet in the 
view of the Spirit there is but one house, as we read "the 
latter glory of this house (Hag ii. 9)—not " the glory of 
this latter house." 

DIVISIONS OF THE HUMAN RACE. 
1 Cor. x. 32. 

T H E JEW.—Rom. ix. 4, 5. John iv. 22. Rom. iii. 
1 O 
i , «*. 

THE GENTILE.—Eph. ii. 11, 12. Eph. iv. 17, 18. 
Mark vii. 27, 28. 

THE CHURCH.—Eph. i. 22, 23. Eph. v. 29-83. 
1 Peter ii. 9. 

THE DEATH OF CHRIST : HOW ATTESTED. 
Matt, xxvii. 50-53. 

Darkness, like a huge funeral pall, wrapped itself 
round the land. There never was a midnight like those 
three hours—from the sixth to the ninth hour. It was 
not an eclipse. It was G/od who covered the face of the 
sky, so that no human eye should witness the dying 
agony of Christ. 

The. Veil was rent in the midst, is the record of one 
inspired oracle, and from top to bottom the significant 
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siatement of another. The whole Levitical system was 
shaken from its centre to its circumference. 

The Rocks were rent. The strength of nature gave 
way hefore the greater power of that death. 

The Earth quaked. It throbbed horrified at the 
awfullest deed ever perpetrated on its surface. 

The Graves of Jewish saints were shattered and 
opened, although the dead were not raised till after His 
resurrection. Death, the power of Satan, was thus 
shivered to pieces. 

TITLES OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
The Spirit, Matt. iv. 1. Holy Spirit, Luke xi. 13. 

Holy Ghost, Luke ii. 25. God, Acts v. 3, 4. The Lord, 
2 Thess. iii. 5; 2 Cor. iii. 18 (rnarg.). Spirit of holiness, 
Rom. i. 4. Spirit of life, Rom. viii. 2. Spirit of adop¬ 
tion, Rom. viii. 15. Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii, 11. Spirit 
of Christ, Rom. viii. 9. Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
Spirit of the living God, 2 Cor. iii. 3. Spirit of the 
Lord, Acts v. 9. Power of the Highest, Luke i. 35. 
Spirit of His Son, Gal. iv. 6. Holy Spirit of promise, 
Eph. i. 13. Holy Spirit of God, Ep'h. iv. 30. Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, Phil. i. 19. Eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 14. 
Spirit of grace, Heb. x. 29. Holy One, 1 John ii. 20. 
Spirit of your Father, Matt. x. 20. Spirit of truth, John 
xiv. 17. Spirit of glory, 1 Pet. iv. 14. Comforter, John 
xiv. 16, 26. Seven Spirits of God, Rev. iv. 5. 

The Holy Spirit is named 50 times in "the 
Acts." 

THE VARIOUS DEATHS OF THE APOSTLES. 
Matthew is supposed to have suffered martyrdom, or 

was slain with the sword at the city of Ethiopia. 
Mark was dragged through the streets of Alexandria, 

in Egypt, till he expired. 
Luke was hanged on an olive tree in Greece. 
John was put into a cauldron of boiling oil at Rome, 

and escaped death. He afterwards died a natural death 
at Ephesus, in Asia. 
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James the Great was beheaded at Jerusalem. 
James the Jyess was thrown from a pinnacle or wing 

of the Temple, and then beaten to death with a fuller's 
club. 

Philip was hanged up against a pillar at Hierapolis 
a city of Phrygia. 

Bartholomew was flayed alive by the command of a 
barbarous king. 

Andrew was bound to a cross, whence he preached 
to the people till he expired. 

Thomas was rim through the body with a lance at 
Ooromandel in the East Indies. 

J-ude was shot to death with arrows. 
Simon Zelotes was crucified in Persia. 
Matthias was first stoned, then beheaded. 
Jvdas sold his soul for 30 pieces of silver, then 

hanged himself. 

KINGDOM PARABLES IN MATTHEW XIII . 
1. THE SOWER: The personal ministry of the Lord 

on earth. 
2. THE WHEAT-AND-TARE FIELD : Mixed good and 

evil in the field, i.e., the world. 
3. THE MUSTARD SEED : Worldly Christianity— 

from insignificance to greatness. 
4. THE WOMAN AND THE LEAVEN: Doctrinal cor¬ 

ruption in the professing Church. 
5. THE TREASURE HID IN A FIELD: Believers once 

in the darkness of nature. 
6. THE ONE PEARL OF PRICE AND BEAUTY : The one 

Pearl—the Church, loved by Christ. 
7. THE NET CAST INTO THE SEA : The testimony of 

God and its results. 
8. THE INSTRUCTED SCRIBE : One who understands 

these wondrous parables, and can intelligently minister 
them. 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD. 

Individual responsibility to God is a truth second to 
none. Every created intelligence, man or angel, stands 
in personal and immediate relation to God. "Every one 
of us shall give an account of himself to God" (Rom. 
xiv. 12). 

SPIRITUAL PROGRESS. 
Hear and Understand, Matt. xiii. 23. Hear and-

Receive (Mark iv. 20. Hear and Keep, Luke viii. 15. 
Hear and Do, Luke viii. 21. 

PRECIOUS THREE-WORD SENTENCES. 

"Clean every whit" (John xiii. 10), "Perfected for 
ever" (Heb. x. 14), and "Complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10), 
are precious three-word sentences. 

The first refers to the new birth. 
The second to the result of Christ's sacrifice. 
The third to our spiritual completeness. 
The three are equally true of every believer, young 

or old, and irrespective of attainment or progress in the 
spiritual domain. 

SYNOPSIS OF HEBREWS, CHAP. XI. 
(1) Verses 1-7.—Faith in respect to the relationship 

of man with God. 
(2) Verses 8-16.—Faith patiently waits for fulfil¬ 

ment of promise. 
(3) Verses 17-22.—Faith looks alone to the God of 

Resurrection. 
(4) Verses 23-27.—Faith overcomes the world in its 

power and riches. 
(5) Verses 28-31.—Faith uses divinely given means. 
(0) Verses 32-35.—Faith is the root of all energy 

and service for God. 
(7) Verses 3-r)-40.—Faith is ever a suffering pnth. 
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The word "faith" is used 24 times in the chapter. 
The properties and powers of faith are noted in verse 1; 
but the definition of faith is given in John iii. 33. This 
famous and practical treatise on faith for every-day use 
closes with chapter xii., verse 2, which, in case the reader 
may not be familiar with, we reproduce : "Looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, who, for the joy 
that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God." 

FIVE WEITEES. 
James insists upon works as evidencing faith. 
Peter conducts the flock of God through the wilder¬ 

ness. 
John treats o£ life displayed in Christ and then in 

the believer. 
Paul sets man aside and sets the: believer in a new 

place before God. 
Jude would have the saints buckle on their armour 

and earnestly contend for the faith. 

THE COMING OR PRESENCE. 
In the Advent testimony epistles, the two to the 

beloved Thessalonians, the word "coming" should read 
presence; see first Epistle ii. 20; iii. 13; iv. 15; second 
Epistle v. 23. In the "Revised," presence in the fore¬ 
going passages is inserted in the margin. Why not in 
the text? Where the word "coming" applies to the 
Lord, read His presence. 

CONSCIENCE. 
Conscience is the moral perception of good and evil, 

acquired in the Fall (Rom. ii. 15), "Ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil,"that is conscience. A purged 
conscience is the present and eternal portion of every 
believer (Heb. x. 2); it is the fruit of Christ's sacrifice, 
and according to God's knowledge of good and evil (Heb. 
ix. 14); respect a weak conscience (1 Cor. viii. 7); prac¬ 
tically maintain a good conscience (Acts xxiii. 1); culti-
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vate a pure conscience (1 Tim. iii. 9); you can never for¬ 
feit the blessing of a •purged conscience (Heb. x 2). 

HISTOKY. 
Ancient History covers a period of about 4480 years, 

down to the fall of the western Roman empire. 
Mediaeval History covers a period of about 1000 

years, down to the discovery of America, Printing, and 
introduction of the Reformation. 

Modern History covers a period of about 350 years, 
from the Reformation to our own times. 

THE SEVEN BIBLES OF THE WORLD. 
The SEVEN BIBLES OF THE WOULD are (1) the Scrip¬ 

tures of the Christians, (2) the Koran of the Moham¬ 
medans, (3) the Tri Pitikes of the Buddhists, (4) the Five 
Kings of the Chinese, (5) the Three Vegas of the Hindus, 
(0) the Zendavesta of the Persians, and (7) the Eddas of 
the Scandinavians. 

The Koran is the most recent of all, dating from 
about the seventh century after Christ. It is a compound 
of quotations from both the Old and New Testaments, 
and from the Talmud. 

The Tri Pitikes contain sublime morals and pure 
aspirations. Their author lived and died in the sixth 
century before Christ. 

The sacred writings of the Chinese are called the 
Five Kings, the word "king" meaning web of cloth. 
From this it is presumed they were originally written on 
five rolls of cloth. They contain wise sayings from the 
sages on the duties of life, but they cannot be traced 
further back than the eleventh century before our era. 

The Vedas are the most ancient books in the 
language of the Hindus, but they do not, according to 
late commentators, antedate the twelfth century before 
the Christian era. 

The Zendavesta of the Persians, next to our Bible, 
is reckoned among scholars as being the greatest and 
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most learned of sacred writings. Zoroaster, whose say¬ 
ings it contained, lived and worked in the twelfth cen¬ 
tury before Christ. 

Moses lived and wrote the Pentateuch fifteen hun¬ 
dred years before the birth of Christ; therefore that 
portion of our Bible is at least three hundred years older 
than the most ancient of other writings. 

The Eddas, a semi-sacred work of the Scan¬ 
dinavians, was given to the world in the fourteenth 
century. 

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE SACKED 
SCRIPTURES. 

Wycliffe's—1380. First English Translation of the 
Bible. 

Tyiidale's—1526. First English printed New Tes¬ 
tament. 

Coverdale's.—1535. First complete English Bible 
printed. 

Matthew's—1537. Revision merely of Coverdale's 
Bible. 

Taverner's—l-r>-°>9. Revision merely of Matthew's 
Bible. 

The Great Bible—15-39. From its size:—a revision 
of its predecessor. 

The Geneva Bible—1560. Not a revision, but a. 
complete translation. 

The Bishop's Bible—1568. A revision of "The 
Great Bible." 

Rheims New Testament—1582. Roman Catholic. 
Dovay Bible—1009. Roman Catholic. 
Authorized Version of the Bible—1611. Versio L 

and translation. 
Revised Neio Testament—1881. On the basis of the 

authorized. 
Revised Bible—1885. On the basis of the au¬ 

thorized. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S 
Original and Selected. 

VAKT 6. 

ON THE OFFERINGS. 

THE Brw.vr OFFJSKING.—Lev. i. 
Signification. 

Jesus in dentil presenting Himself to accomplish 
the will and glory of (rod. The God-ward aspect of the 
Cross of Christ (ileb. ix. 14). 

Notes. 
The offering1 could be of the herd, flock, or birds. 

Thus the animals specified are bullocks, goats, sheep, 
ranis, lambs, turtle-doves, young: pigeons. 

Here the offerer is prominent; he offers the animal, 
lays his hand upon its head, kills it, flays it, cuts it info 
pieces, and washes the inwards and legs in water. 

When it was an offering of birds the priest killed 
it; but that was an exception, not being directly 
priestly work. 

The priests sprinkled the blood round about upon 
the altar, and arranged the various parts on it. In 
the case of the burnt offerings, the blood was sprinkled 
round the altar; in the sin offerings, the blood was 
•povred out at the bottom of the altar. 

The trumpets were to be blown over these offerings 
on special occasions, as a memorial before God (Num. 
x. 10). 

This was the first in order of these sacrifices. 
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On Hie entrance of Israel inio I lie land, no Imrnt 
offering was complete wilhoul an accompanying meat 
or flour offering; (rod would Lave the death, and life of 
His Son thus perfiguied before Him. j . ; • 

References. 
Lev. i.; vi. 9-1-1. Num. xv. .1-12. 2 Ohron. 

vii. 1-7. 

THE MEAT OH FLOUR OFFERING.—Lev. ii. 

Signification. 
Jesus as man presenting' to God an unblemished 

life, with all its grace and moral perfectness; of Him 
Who was holy as to His humanity—holy in nature and 
life. 

Notes. 
The offering* consisted of "fine flour," dry or 

cooked, or "green ears of corn." Its adjuncts were 
frankincense, oil, salt. 

The oil "mingled'1 with the flour set forth the 
truth of the Divine conception of the human nature of 
our Lord (Matt. i. 20)); while the flour wafers 
"anointed" with the oil would as fittingly signify the 
weighty truth expressed in Acts x. 38. 

God's part was a handful of the flour and of the oil, 
and "all the frankincense," as a memorial of the 
cakes, etc. 

This offering, as setting forth the holy humanity of 
our Lord, is not only a sweet savour offering, but is 
termed "most holy." 

Salt {incorruption) was not to be omitted. 

Honey {mere human street ness) was not to form an 
ingredient. 

This offering was based iipon and its value de¬ 
clared by that which God found in the burnt offering. 
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Tlie meat offering for a priest was wholly con¬ 
sumed, none of it being eaten (Lev. vi. 23). 

Ifefeicnccs. 
Lev. ii.; vi. 14-23. Num. xv. 4-9. Exod. 

xxix. 40-42. 

THE PEACE OFFKRTNG.—Lev. iii. 

Sir/nifirution. 
Christ slain, the ground of communion, for God, 

the Church, or any one of God's people. 

Notes. 
This offering could be of the herd (male or female), 

of the flock (male or female). Bullocks, lambs, and 
"•oats are specified. 

The fat and inwards biirnt on the altar as a sweet 
savour. 

The breast (lore) and other parts eaten by the 
priestly family. 

The shoulder (strength) heaved before the Lord, 
and eaten by the officiating priest. 

The carcase, the remainder of the animal (if any) 
was burnt on the third day, as communion with God 
could only be maintained in connection with the sacri¬ 
fice. 

The trumpets were to be blown over these sacrifices 
on all solemn occasions and seasons of gladness (Num. 
x. 10). 

The inwards, etc., laid on the altar of burnt-
offering, as also the meat offering, were consumed on 
the burnt-offering. 

References. 
Lev. iii.; vii. 11-21. Num. xv. 24. 



4 BIBLICAL NOTES, 

TIIK Six OVF>;TUNG.—Lev. iv. 

Siffitifirdlion. 
Jesus on the Cross made sin for us. The judgment 

of God borne in the holy sacrifice of Christ. 

Notes. 
This offering could be of the herd (male or female), 

of the flock (male or female), of birds, and in one case, 
a tenth part of an ephah of fine flour. 

The goat was pre-eminently the sin-offering. 

The sin, trespass, and meat offerings were termed 
"most holy." 

Here the offerings varied according to the position 
of the offender; sin being measured by the responsibility 
of the person in the position he was divinely set. Thus 
the valve of the animal, and the op plication of its blood 
are important points in these sin-offerings. In two 
cases the blood was put on the horns of the pohlen altar 
(verses 7, 18); in two cases the blood was put on the 
horns of the brazen altar (verses 25, •')()). 

Sins of ignorance were not passed over, but could 
only be met by sacrifice. For presumptuous sins no 
sacrifice could be brought. (Num. xv. :>()). 

The very poorest were thought of by God; tliey 
could bring a pair of birds, or even the tenth part of 
an ephah of flour. 

The blood of the sin-offering and that of the tres¬ 
pass-offering were treated in the same way. 

The fat of this offering and the inwards were burnt 
on the altar and went up to God as a sweet savour. 

The sin and trespass offerings were compulsory. 

References. 
Lev. iv.; v. 1-13; vi. 24-50; x. lfi-20. 
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THE DJUKK OWKKING.—Num. XT. 

Si/jnification. 
The y'o,(/ of God and man in the voluntary death-

and-life obedience of Jesus. 

Notes. 
This offering consisted of "strong wine" poured out 

unto the Lord in the Holy Place (Num. xxviii. 7). 
A drink offering was to accompany the daily morn¬ 

ing and evening burnt sacrifice. 
This offering could only be offered in connection 

with that which set forth the death and life of Jesus, 
uauielj', the burnt and meat offerings. 

The fourth part of WISH and the fourth part of on, 
teach that our joy (wine) is proportionate to the power 
of the Holy Oliost (oil). 

The wine and the oil always correspond in quan¬ 
tity. 

Drink offerings will yet again be poured out before 
the Lord in expression of millennial gladness. 

The touching expression of Paul in Phil. ii. 17 
refers to this blessed character of offering: "Yea, and 
if I be poured ovt as a libation on the sacrifice and 
ministration of your faith." 

References. 
Exod. xxix. 40-42. Num. xv. 1-L'i; xxviii. 7. 

I AM JEHOVAH. 

Exodus vi. 2, (i, 8, 29. 
Israel in Egypt was brought down to a state of 

hopeless, helpless misery. The situation was a des¬ 
perate one. The first and preparatory signs of divine 
intervention on their behalf only roused the ire of the 
king (chap. v.). The haughty monarch answered the 
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demand fur the release of the people by increasing1 the 
oppression. Jehovah permitted Pliaroah to tighten his 
cruel grip upon the people. Then when things had 
come to the worst, Jehovah calmly announces His " / 
will"—seven times repeated to deliver His people (6-8). 
But what is faith's guarantee that the divine purpose 
shall be accomplished to the very letter of the word? 
It is " I AM JEHOVAH." Twice is Moses so assured 
(2, 29), and twice is Israel likewise assured (6, 8). I 
AM JEHOVAH" was enough for Israel and enough surely 
for us. What are trials? What are difficulties in 
lig'ht of this glorious declaration of the nature and 
name of God ? Is the situation desperate and one 
utterly beyond human help? Jehovah carries strength 
and gladness in the very name. It is for us to prove 
what He is. Every word, every promise has its fulfil¬ 
ment guaranteed in " I AM JEHOVAH." Be the mire 
ever so deep,, yea, even if creation sinks and a universal 
collapse ensue of all existing power and government, 
yet out of the ashes of the wreck faith would grasp, 
and triumph too, in " I AM JEHOVAH." Build upon 
this, ye fearful saints! In these last moments, when 
faith seems at its lowest, and the power of evil appar¬ 
ently triumphant, we cling in our weakness to this 
magnificent declaration, " I AM JEHOVAH." 

LIBRARIES. 
Libraries were very rare in old times. Probably 

the first private collection of books in this country, or 
perhaps Europe, belonged to Richard de Bury, Chan¬ 
cellor of England, 1-1541; he gave fifty pounds weight 
of silver for 30 or 40 volumes to the Abbott of St. 
Albans. The first public library was founded at Athens 
by Hipparchus, 526 n.c. Books in general sold from 
£10 to £40 in 1400. But the Bible is God's priceless 
boon to man; it contains a message of grace to every 
creature under heaven ; it records the old, old story of 
undying' love 1o perishing sinners, and so, 500 years 
ago, the first complete English Bible was produced by 
John Wycliffa. 
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THE TEX GREATEST PHILOSOPHERS. 

1.—SOCHATES, died 399 IS.C. : .-

2.—PLATO, founder of the Academic School, died 
347 B.C. 

3.—AKISTOTL'E, founder of the Peripatetic School, died 
322 B.C. 

4.—BACON, the great Apostle of the Induction Method, 
died 1626. 

5.—DESCAIITES, founder of "(Jartisianisin," died 1650. 

G.—LEIBNITZ, the Universal Genius, died 1716. 

7.—NEWTON, the profound Mathematician, died- 1727. 

8.—LOCKE, the founder of the "Sensational" School, 
died 1774. 

9.—KANT, founder of the Critical Philosophy, died 
1804. 

10.—HEGEL, the great Logician, died 1831. 

Combine the wisdom and knowledge of the fore¬ 
going1, and what does it all amount to? How much of 
certainty? How much of God is known in the com¬ 
bined philosophies of the ancient and modern world? 
Neither God, nor man, nor sin, the future too are re¬ 
vealed in. the science of the most profound of human, 
philosophers. Our Bibles supply us with all needful 
to know for time and eternity. 

ISRAEL UNDER SIX CONDITIONS. 

PROMISE.—Israel in the loins of Abraham—the 
father of the nation (Rom. iv. 11-13). In the period 
from Abram to Moses we have the planting, discipline, 
and culture of the fathers of the people. 
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LAW.—Israel grew rapidly from a family (Acts vii. 
14) into a populous nation—a nation of slaves, yet 
feared and dreaded by Pliaroah (Exod. i. 10). The 
moral testing of the people was by law. 

ROYALTY.-—Israel a kingdom under David. Her 
kingdom-history and trial lusted for more than 500 
years. Assyria and Babylon made her desolate, and 
destroyed her regal independence. 

CAPTIVITY.—Israel was sent into captivity because 
of her idolatry and wickedness—Ephraim to Assyria, 
and J\idah to Babylon. 

Disr.isn.SKD.—Israel is now dispersed amongst the 
Gentiles. Her political history is sketched in Genesis 
xlix. Her ecclesiastical history is unfolded in Levi¬ 
ticus xxiii. 

RESTOKED.—Israel will be nationally restored—-
Judah in one way, Ephraim in another. ]$oth houses 
of Israel will be saved, blessed, and united in the land 
(.Tor. xxxi.; Ezek. xxxiv., xxxv.). 

REGENERATION. 

Regeneration occurs but twice in the Scriptures. 
I t is often confounded with the new birth. IJut both 
terms are totally distinct. Regeneration is an outward 
change (Titus iii. o; Matt. xix. 28); new birth is an 
internal state. The former is objective; the latter, 
subjective. 

CORRECTIONS IN THE TEXT Ol<1 ISAIAH, 
(TLVITER LIT I. 

ENGLISH TKXT.—Verse S. 

Who shall declare His ij^nenitiun? 
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COKKKCTKI) TEXT. 

His manner of life who would declare? 
(The question was alone answered by the dying1 

robber who justified Christ, saying, "This man hath 
done nothing amiss." Luke xxiii. 41.) 

ENGLISH TEXT.—Verse 9. 

He made His grave with the wicked. 

COKKECTED TEXT. 

HI'S grave was appointed with the wicked. 
(Man's appointment to lay the holy One of God in 

the same grave with the wicked was divinely overruled, 
for God had determined otherwise. John xix. 38-42.) 

ENGLISH TEST.—Verse 11. 

By His knowledge shall my righteous Servant 
justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 

COKHEC'TEJ) TEXT. 

By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant in¬ 
struct many (i.e., in practical righteousness), ami He 
shall bear their iniquities. 

(In this verse we have the life work of the blessed 
Lord, and also His death. He instructed His disciple 
(Matt, v.-vii.) during his life. He bore the iniquities 
of sinners in His death.) 

SAlUxON, KING 01' ASSYRIA. 
l'\>r ages the only place where this name occurred 

was in Isaiah xx. 1. Ancient history knew nothing of 
him, and no trace of him ccnild be found in any litera¬ 
ture. It was a problem even for believers in the Bible. 
But in 1843 a discovery was made of Sargon's palace, 
and soon he was proved io be one of the greatest of the 
later kings of Assyria. lie was the father of Senna¬ 
cherib, and now we are acquainted with his reign, cam¬ 
paign, and annals giving the account of this very siegtj 
referred to in Isaiah xx. 
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THE NUMERAL ONE. 

ONE ODD.—Mark xii. 32. The first and funda¬ 
mental truth of Divine Revelation. 

ONE LOUD.—Epli. iv. 5. All Christian responsi¬ 
bility falls under this title of authority. 

ONE SIMIUT.—Eph. iv. 4. One sovereign directing-
power in diversified operation. 

ONE MEDLATOK.—1 Tim. ii. 5. The condemnation 
of the mediatorial system of Rouiev : ' 

ONE SACRit'icK.—Heb. x. 12. Its exclusive char¬ 
acter and permanent value. 

ONE OFFERING.—Heb. x. 14. The personal worth 
of the offerer gives the value of the offering. 

ONE FAITH.—Eph. iv. 5. Christianity in all its parts 
and doctrines—one complete system. 

ONE HOPE.—Eph. iv. 4. Christ's personal presence 
land revealed g'lory. 

ONE BAPTISM.—Eph. iv. 5. The unify of the 
ordinance is founded on the undivided name of Christ 
(1 Cor. i. 13). 

ONE FLOCK.—John. x. 16. The scattered sheep 
'throughout the earth constitute but one flock. 

ONE BODY.—Eph. iv. 4. The death blow to sectarian¬ 
ism in every shape and form. 

ONE THING.—Phil. iii. 13. Unity of aim and pur¬ 
pose to reach Christ in g'lory. 

ONE SOURCE.—One source of permanent authority—-
the Holy Scriptures. 

ONE CROSS.—The Cross is but one in its exceeding" 
•worth and glory. The Sacrifice was TJimsrlf m the 
dignity of II is Person, m the absolute perfection of .His 
nature, and in His unsullied holy life. This, then, is 
the Rock of Ages on which our souls rest. 



BIBLICAL NOTES, 11 

H 

O 

I-*-

O 

a 

a 

6 

t» 
M 

M 
t-H 

H 
!S 
O 

'A 

s 
p4 

W 

o 

M 

M 
t5 

2 
do 

w 

S
A

C
K

E
D

 
E

A
R

. 

!» 

< OS 

Q 

s * C3 

p ^ 

-*' 

iii
. 

pox 

en
 

E
ar

s 

0 5 

vi
. 

be 

M 

ss
om

."
 

I 
^3 
a 

M
ay

 

-

x> 

or
n.

" 

H 

i> 

h ^ 

Ju
ne

 

^ . 

m
ed

 

C3 

- ^ 

o 

p 
a 

p 

bi 

>6 
•—i 

• rH 

ce
al

ed
."

 
he

r"
 

(?
• 

o 
-^ 

ac 
PI 

tr
ea

m
j 

an
 

or
 

ci
 

it
h 

of
 S

 

o o OJ 

r̂ ; ,_, r̂ J 
^ H pj « a a CS :c3- C3 • 

. ^ 

a a" P 

^ .16 

&'": ^" 

VJ m N 

iv
er

s.
" 

n.
" 

ib
tf

ul
.)

 

«H i—H i- ' O ^5 ' ' , ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

^ -

< 

o 

i—i 

vi
i. 

a 
* r—( 

C8 

~M 

S-i 

• 5 6 
• P a .-g-c 

tS3COH<lr^H 

M 'p X
ll

. 

• r H 

li 

d 0 bo 
• H 0 'M 

. 
T

eb
et

h 
, 

S
eb

at
. 

. 
A

da
r.

 

~ T-H Ol 
r—i 1—1 r—I 

^ ^ C i 3 

3 S" V! 

5 ^ 2 
0 

<X> 

a 
0> 

OJ 
& 

si 

la
te

 

-(̂  

ic
es

, 
of

f"
 

3 

1* 

•3 
0 

?H 
O 

ci 
<D 

^i 
t> 

, C3 

he
 

:
 PI 

1$ 
a) 

in
, 

C3 

PH 

f5" 

r-i 

_ ^ 



12 BIBLICAL NOTES, 

SIN. 

Tlie moral Fall of Man is in some quarters spoken 
of as a mere incident in the history of the race, a 
trifling episode; an accident from which, by cultivating 
character, the man may recover himself and get back 
to God. Others boldly deny the Fall. Did (rod create 
man in sin? Then (rod is the author of every form of 
sin and wickedness, Gen. ii. gives the direct lie to this 
shameful attacks upon Deity. It is hardly conceivable 
that Christian men of standing in the Church should 
stoop to such a depth of evil. The rapid development 
of the Apostacy is an ominous sign. 

Sin and the Atonement stand or fall together. 
Light views of sin necessarily lead to a feeble appre¬ 
hension of the Atonement; and we may remark that 
where sin is ignored, the whole fabric of Divine llevela-
tion suffers accordingly. We cannot insist to strongly 
on the extreme gravity of sin. In its truest character 
it is an offence against God and His Throne. The 
riddle of an agonised Creation is inexplicable, unless 
sin is seen as its cause and the Atonement as its cure. 

Men in all ages have reasoned on "the philosophy 
of moral evil." Sin is a great fact. Sin is in us, 
around us, above us, mid beneath us. It has wrapped 
itself round the very fibres of man's moral being. Man 
is not falling; he has fallen. He is not going down; 
he has gone down. The lowest depths of moral infamy 
were reached in the awful cry, "Crucify Him." Man 
could sink no lower. Sin's appalling consequences in 
time and eternity cannot be over-stated; these conse¬ 
quences are fully revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 
Sin had its origin in the heart of (he most beautiful of 
God's creatures in the heavens (Kzek. xxviii. 10), and 
subsequently by the fairest of God's creation on earth 
(Gen iii.). 
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THE OLD NATURE. 

The olil nature; the old mull; the flesh; the carnal 
mind; are expressions substantially meaning the same 
thing. There are shades of difference in t lie use of 
each term, hut all refer to the inbred corruption of the 
life and nature derived from Adam, and existing' in 
every human being on earth— saved and unsaved. 
Conversion neither changes the moral character of the 
flesh, nor removes it. This latter, i.e., its absolute 
separation, is effected at death or at the Coming. 

TWO KANCTrARIES. 
There are two Sanctuaries—the earthly and the 

heavenly. Aaron ministered in the former; Christ 
officiates in the latter. Both were entered by blood. 
When Christ was on earth He could not be a priest 
(Heb. viii. 4). He never entered the earthly or Jewish 
Sanctuary. His priesthood is exercised in the Sanc¬ 
tuary above. Aaron's ministry in the Sanctuary on 
earth was on behalf of the nation. Christ's service in 
the heavenly Sanctuary is for believers only. 

SCOPE OF THE GOSl'EL BY JOHN. 

The scope of this ffospel is beautifully shown in 
chap. iii. verse l(i, in which occur the words, '"loved," 
''world," "believeth," "life." And from the follow¬ 
ing table we see the use that is made of these four 
words by John, in comparison with the other evangel¬ 
ists:— ' 

Matthew. Mark. Luke. John. 
Love 12 ... 5 ... 1") ... ofi 
World (Koxmos) 9 ... 3 ... .'i ... 79 
Believe 11 ... 15 ... 8 ... 99 
Life 7 ... 4 ... 0 ... 3(5 

39 27 -12 270 
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Yes! John iii. 1G is the keynote of this Gospel. 
TJieii the wondrous conversations with Nicodemus 

and Ilie Suniavitnu woman, and Ihe marvellous dis¬ 
courses in chapters v. to win., and x., and ths address 
to the disciples on the night of the betrayal, chaps, xiv. 
to xvi., followed by the prayer (the Lord's prayer, 
indeed!) of chapter xvii., are all on such large lines of 
»race and truth, that, as we read, we bow in adoration, 
in the consciousness that these things were written 
"that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through His name," chapter xx, 31. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. 
The institution of the Lord's Slipper is recorded in 

the Synoptical Gospels. The supper of John xiii. refers 
to the Passover. In chap. vi. we eat His flesh and 
drink His blood; that is, we appropriate His death. 
It refers to what is vital. In the Lord's supper we read 
of "bread" and a "cup," whereas in John vi. it speaks 
of "flesh" and "blood." John vi. has no reference 
whatever to the Lord's Supper. In fact, John never 
once speaks or writes of the Lord's Supper, or of 
Christian Baptism. His themes are of a vital character. 

SECOND JOHN, VERSE 7. 

Omit tlie before "flesh." Our authorised version 
would imply that the Incarnation of the Lord was the 
special truth denied by some, whereas it is His Person 
in general that was denied. His divine nature by 
some, His human nature by others. He who came in 
flesh, i.e., in true and holy humanity was denied. 

ORACLE. 
An authoritative declaration of the truth (1 Peter 

iv. 11); also the most holy place from whence God 
uttered His mind (1 Kings vi. 5), so too the Sacred 
Writings (Rom. iii. 2). 
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SOLEMN BEACONS OF WARNING. 

ANANIAS, for profession. Acts v. 2. 
13AAJ,AM, for prophesying. Num. xxiii. 
CAIN, for religiousness. Gen. iv. 
DEMAS, for worldliness. 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
ESATJ, for repentance. Heb. xii. 17. 
FELIX, for conviction. Acts xxiv. 25. 
GAMALIEL, for learning. Acts v. 34. 
HAZAEL, for self confidence. 2 Kings viii. 13. 
ISRAEL, for Messing. Isa. v. 
KOEAH, for office. Num. xvi. 
LAODTCEA, for riches. Rev. iii. 14. 
MICAH, for ceremonies. Judg. xvii. 1-12. 
NADAB, for ministry. Num. iii. 4. 
ORPAH, for starting right. Ruth i 4. 
PILATE, .for vacillation. Matt, xxvii. 24. 
REUBEN", for position. Gen. xlix. 4. 
SIMON, for ordinances. Acts viii. 13. 

GNOSTICISM (KNOWLEDGE). 

Is a term employed to denote various schools of thought 
as opposed to Christian teaching. The worst forms of 
Gnosticism were those which obtained in John's day. 
Some denied the Deity of the Lord, others His holy and 
incorruptible humanity. To deny Him come in flesh, 
either on the Divine or human side of His nature is 
fatal to the soul's salvation. God manifest in the flesh 
is the rock of ages. Unholy and speculative teachings 
on the Person of the Lord were prevalent in John's day, 
as also in our own day and generation, hence the 
polemical character of part of John's first Epistle. 
John, in indignant zeal, does not spare those deniers of 
Christ. The Apostle never practised the spurious 
charity of regarding men as Christians who defame the 
Lord—who assail His character or nature either as God 
or man. Such, then, were the special circumstances 
under which this Epistle, 1 John, was written. 



IB BIBLICAL NOTES, 

THE RETFRX OE TFDAH TO PALESTINE. 
Isaiah xviii. 

The -lews arc flic people of Jehovah's choice, and 
Palestine is the land of Emmanuel. The land is the 
natural home of the Jews. The preliminary steps to 
Jewish Restoration have already commenced, and no 
power on earth ran hinder the movement. The hostility 
of the peoples in Syria and oilier powers is being roused, 
and intense and growing bitterness is gathering force 
almost daily. 

When the Restoration is affected the hostile peoples 
and nations will sweep down upon the almost defenceless 
nation (verse (i). The western delivering power will be 
unable to afford protection. 

But after the sorrows of the Great Tribulation, 
Judah, repentant, will turn to her Messiah and own her 
guilt. She is pardoned. Glory breaks out for Israel 
and she then assumes her divinely appointed place as 
head of the nations. 

The chief instrumental power in the cause of the 
Jew is, we gather, Great Britain, described but not 
named (verses 1, 2). It is not faith in God which in¬ 
spires the movement, either on the part of the Jew or 
on that of her would-be deliverer. It is all a question 
of political expediency. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S 
Original and Selected. 

PART 7-

THE SONG Or SOLOMON". 

.. • This immortal love poem of 117 verses is set in 
dramatic form and couched in the flowery language of 
the East. It is the production of King Solomon, the 
richest, wisest, and most loving monarch who ever sat 
on a throne. The royal poet wrote 1,005 songs (1 
Kings iv. 32). All have perished save "The song of 
songs." Its wonderful preservation and its play upon 
(lie strings of the human heart, we owe to God. We 
claim the heart of every believer in any age in the 
study of this delightful book. 

Many, even of the cold and intellectual type of 
theologians, have revelled to their heart's delight in the 
love scenes herein pourtrayed. It is a book for the 
heart, not for the head. Its great theme is LOVE, and 
is thus of present and universal application to every 
child of God. To a spiritual mind the book is simply 
invaluable. 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK. 

The iNTitonrcTiON is exceedingly brief, consisting 
of but seven words, in which the surpassing excellence 
of the poem and the name of the illustrious author are 
made known. Terse one. 

The ACTOES in this great love drama are first, the 
Spouse, who opens and ('loses the book; second, the 
Beloved, or the Bridegroom; third, the Virgins, or 
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companions of the Spouse; fourth, tho Bridegroom and 
his royal Consort about to mount the throne. 

There is more than one group of Virgins, the com¬ 
panions of the Spouse, as also (he "daughters of Jeru¬ 
salem," who all take their allotted part in these love 
scenes and regal splendour. 

The breastless "little sister" refers to Ephraim, 
who never had the consolations of Judah, nor the near¬ 
ness to Jehovah which Jerusalem and the Jews enjoyed. 

THE INTERPRETATION. 

Historically the "beloved" is Kino- Solomon in the 
commencement of his reign wooing1 the wayward affec¬ 
tions of Israel to himself. King1 Solomon prefigures 
Christ, Who loved the Church, and Who is destined to 
reign in a love and glory far surpassing that of 
Solomon. Thus the book has a prophetic bearing, as 
well as a historical setting. The Spouse refers to 
Israel in her relationship to Jchorali (Hosea ii. 14, 1!), 
20); whereas the bride of (he New Testament is the 
Church—the bride and wife of the Lamh (Eph. v. 25-
:"i.3; Rev. xix. 7). The "Spouse" (Israel) will have the 
most distinguished place on earth, occupying the whole 
of enlarged Palestine. The residence of the "bride" 
is in the heavens, and she there reigns and joys in 
association with Christ Himself. Palestine and Heaven 
are the respective futures of Spouse and Bride. 

We delight in the spiritual application of the 
"song." The present moral application of all Scrip¬ 
ture should be strongly insisted upon, especially in 
these times of dispensational teaching. This latter is 
needful for strict interpretation, but if the moral 
design is overlooked, the loss is great indeed. 

MORAL BEATTTTES. 

Twenty-six times the Spouse speaks of her royal 
bridegroom in that endearing phrase, "my beloved." 



BIBLICAL NOTES, 3 

Twelve limes lie levins her "my love." The Virgins 
say "Beloved." They rightly omit the personal appli¬ 
cation. 

The Spouse dilutes on the beauties of her Beloved, 
but she does so to others (chap, v); whereas "my love" 
in tlie many beauties of her person is the absorbing-
object of the Beloved. In great fulness and wealth of 
detail he expatiates on her virtues and graces to her¬ 
self, not to others. In this, as in all else the Beloved . 
far excelleth and far exceedeth the Spouse. 

The Spouse opens the book with a passionate appeal 
for the demonstration of the love of her Beloved (i. 2). 
She closes the book with an expressed yearning- desire 
for himself. Having him she has all his love, all his 
riches. What more? Her heart is satisfied. 

TI-IK SPOUSE.—Chap. i. 2-7. 
She wants the demonstration of his love—she has 

the love but not himself. The communion of his pre¬ 
sence (see verse T). Black but comely! Christ's care 
of us in our present state on earth. 

THK BRIDF.GKOOM.—Chap. i. 8-11. 
The Spouse is his—his very own. The fairest ofi 

the fair. His personal delight is in her. He loves to 
It'll her of his deep love. (See Matt. xiii. 45.) 

THK SPOUSE.—Chap. i. 12-14. 
She worships in his presence like Mary of old, 

her spikenard emits its fragrance (see John xii. 3). 
The banqueting hall is filled with fragrance. The 
Spouse is satisfied. All is rest and worship. Do we 
realise that we can fill the Lord's presence with our 
incense? 

THE BIUDEGKOOM.—Chap. i. 15. 
He comes to tell her that she is fair. Twice he 

repeats it. She. is lhat to him—his personal delight— 
"my love." 
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Tire SPOUSE.—Chap, i. 16, 17; ii. 1. 
A rose, a lily. "My beloved," tlion art fair. 

Tilio HiMDuiiitooM.—Chap, ii. 2. 
He compares her to the lily—for purity, for loveli¬ 

ness; for gracefulness. The "rose" would not express 
this. She is alone in her beauty. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. ii. 3-6. 
She speaks in rapturous delight of her beloved. 

Blessing and repose are here. Best of all is his love. 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. ii. 7. 
He speaks to the daughters of Jerusalem (iii. 5; viii. 

4). Thus three times he alone will wake her up. She 
will hear his voice alone. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. ii. 8-13. 
She speaks, but it is the voice and words of the 

Beloved, "Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 
away." 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. ii. 14-15. 
" 0 my dove," let me see thy countenance, let me 

hear thy voice. Take us the foxes, the hindrances to 
our mutual joy and communion (verse 15). 

THE SrousK.—Chap. ii. 16, 17; iii. 1-4. 
He is more to her than even His love and graces 

and beauties. Passionate energy of love. She holds 
him fast. 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. iii. 5. 
Do not break in upon the rest and repo.se of the 

Spouse. She rests and reposes in his love. Do not 
wake her up. He will do so. 

THE BRIDEGROOM AND HIS ROYAL CONSORT. 
Chap. iii. 6-11. 

Both in regal state and splendour about to mount 
the throne (see seise 11). 
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THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap, iv. 1-5. 
Ho loves <o express what she is to him. His joy 

iiml delight. He dwells upon her beauties and graces. 
She is precious in his eyes. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap, iv. G. 
She seeks seasons of oonmnmion and worship {ill 

earth's shadows and the everlasting1 morn of joy breaks. 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. iv. T-1C. 
His heart is ravished. Sister; spouse of warmest 

love; holiest relationship. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. iv. Hi, last clause. 
".Lot my beloved come," expressed ill but 12 words. 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. v. 1. 
He enters his garden at the request of the Spouse. 

He eats and drinks. He calls upon his friends to share 
his joy. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap, v. 2-8. 
She sleeps the sleep of indolence, of cold neglect. 

The Beloved pleads. He stands all night. He leaves 
tokens of his love, but grieved, goes away. 

DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM.—Chap. v. 9. 
They own her beauty, and ask, what about her 

Beloved more than any other. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. v. 10-1G. 
She describes her Beloved to her companions—my 

Beloved, my friend. 

DAUGHTERS OF JEHXTSALEM.—Chap. vi. 1. 
The graces and glories of the bridegroom awaken 

their desire in seek him and know him. 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. vi. 2, 3. 
She belongs to him. He is mine. An advance on 

chap. ii. 16. 
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THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. vi. 4-9. 
lie loves to look on the Spouse in her love and 

purity. None to be compared to her. All praise her. 

THE VIRGINS.—Chap. vi. 10. 
Tell of the spouse—her beauty, her glory, her 

greatness. 

THE BIUDEGROOM.—Chap. vi. 11, 12. 
ltejoices greatly (see Psa. ex. 3). 

THE VIRGINS.—Chap, vi. 13, first 12 words. 

They want to see the Shulamite, tlie feminine of 
Solomon. Her beauty, for .she is the royal consort of 
Solomon. 

OTHER VIRGINS.—Chap. vi. 13. 
The two houses of Israel in the glory of the coining 

kingdom. 

Shulamite, "feminine"; Solomon, "masculine." 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. vii. 1-9. 
He dilates on the qualities and beauties of his royal 

consort. In the flowery language of the East (see verse 
y, "wine"). 

THE SPOUSE.—Chap. vii. 10; viii. 1-3. 
Her heart goes out in warmest love to her Beloved. 

He and he alone is all and everything- to her. What 
growing1 ripened experience! ("Verse 10, chap, vii.) 

THE BRIDEGROOM.—Chap. viii. 4. 
l(1or the third and last time, the Virgins are called 

upon not to disturb her repose. She will hear his voice. 

THK VIRGINS.— Chap, viii., first 13 words. 
Companions of the Spouse inquire as to tins sig-lit. 

of millennial beauty. She is now muled to her Beloved. 
They are both one in the kingdom glory. One in love 
and one in glory. 
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THE BIUDEUHOOM.—Cliap. viii. 5. 
lie IV in in ds the spoiise 1liat lie is the source of 

blessing;, "I raised tliee up." Tlien lier earthly origin, 
what she was and is by nature. 

THE-SPOUSE.—Chap. viii. 6, 7. 
Seal upon the heart and arm—love and strength. 

She leans her weight of weakness upon her Beloved. 
His love is matchless; no power can break it down. 

THE SPOUSE again.—Chap. viii. 8. 
The little sister is Ephraini. She had not the con¬ 

solations of Judith. 

THE EitiDEGiiooii.—Chap. viii. 9. 
He will build up Ephruim in the palmy days of the 

kingdom. 
THE SPOUSE.—Chap. viii. 10-12. 

She rejoices in the full favour of her Beloved—a 
scene of fruitfuless and beauty. "Baal-liamon," "a 
mullilvilr of people," WJII be brought into favour in 
the coining day. 

THE BIUDEGKOOM.—Chap. viii. l-'5. 
His last word to the Spouse. She is the garden of 

delights. 1 nchanged is his love. He longs to hear 
her voice. What an ardent lover! 

THE SPOUSE.-—Chap. viii. 14. 
She at once responds. She longs for him. She is 

impatient. "Make haste, my beloved." Thus closes 
this charm ing love-poem. Christ is all this to us, and 
more. What are we to Him? (See John xvii.) 

CONDENSED LIST OF FUTURE EVENTS. 
The three leading millennial powers. Isa. xix. 24, 25. 
Jerusalem lo be .rebuilt and adorned. Isa. Ix. 
A large and cosily Temple erected. Ezek. xl. 
Israel's future sacrifices coinmenierative. Ezek. xliv. 
New Land arrangement of the tribes. Ezek. xlviii. 
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"The Prince" of the royal tribe, i.e., David, to be 
Christ's vicegerent on the throne of Judah. Ezek. 
xliv.; xlviii. 

Jerusalem holy for ever. Zech. xiv. 20, 21. 
Jerusalem the city of the great king. Psa. xlviii. 2. 
•Palestine and the whole earth to become exceedingly 

fruitful. Psa. lxxii. 
Israel greatly multiplied. Ezek. xxxvi. 37, 38. 
Waters of the Dead Sea healed and stocked with fish. 

Ezek. xlvii. 
The Egyptians blest and saved. Isa. xix. 18-22. 
No more war. Isa. ii. 4. 
No more idolatry. Isa. ii. 18-20. 
Instincts of the animals changed. Isa. lxv. 25. 
Long life on earth. Isa. lxv. 22. 
The spared nations flock yearly to Jerusalem. Zech. 

xiv. 16. 
The Church displayed in governmental glory. Eev. xxi. 
The marriage of the Lamb. E.ev. xix. 
The doom of the whore. Rev. xvii. 
No tears, no curse, no night. Rev. xxi. 
Christ and His heavenly people over Zion—a glory and 

defence. Isa. iv. 5, 6. 
Increase of evil foretold. 2 Tim. iii. 1-9. 
Size of Palestine from west to east, i.e., the Nile to the 

Euphrates. Gen. xv. 18. 
(Area of enlarged Palestine about 300,000 square miles. 
Unconditional gift of the land. Gen. xiii. 14-17. 
National restoration of the Jews. Isa. xviii. 
Individual velum of Israel ilcs. Isa. xxvii. 12, 13; 

lxvi. 20. 
The Antichrist a Jew. Dan. xi. 37; (Matt. xxiv. 31). 
The Antichrist reigns as king in Palestine. Dan. xi. 36. 
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"Little horn" of Daniel viii. rises from the east. 
"(log" of Ezekiel xxxviii. and xxxix. is the last Ruler 

of Russia. 
Daniel does not speak of two feet and ten toes, but 

simply of "feet" and "toes." 
King of the South is Egypt. Dan. xi. 
The Empire (Rome) a blaspheming' power: Ilev. xiii. 5. 
The second beast is the Antichrist. Rev. xiii. 11. 
Idolatry rampant in Judea. Matt. xii. 44, 45. 
Satan revives the fourth Empire. Rev. xvii. 8. 
Revived Empire of Rome a persecuting- power, ltoy. 

xiii. 8. 
Christ reigns for 1000 years. Rev. xx. 4-6. 
The Roman Prince makes a seven years' covenant with 

the apostate Jewish nation. Dan. ix. 27. 
The weeks of Daniel ix. are weeks of years; the weeks 

of Daniel x. 2 are weeks of days. 
The great Tribulation lasts exactly 1200 days. Rev. xii. 
The King- of the North and the Assyrian are identical. 
Jerusalem twice besieged. Zech. xii. 14. 
Church saved from the Tribulation. Rev. iii. 10. 
Western Europe espouses the cause of and politically 

favours the Jewish nation. 
Eastern powers politically hate the Jews. Psa. lxxxiii. 
The "woman," or mother, of Revelation xii. is Israel. 
The "Man-child" of Revelation xii. is Christ. 
Miracles wrought by satauic power. Rev. xiii. 12-15. 
The gathering of the ten tribes. Ezek. xx; xxxiv. 
The beast, smd the false prophet- two men—cast alive 

into punishment. Rev. xix. 20. 
The prophetic part of "The Revelation" commences 

with chapter G. 
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The Personal Coming' of Christ to Mount Olivet. Zeeh. 
xiv. 4. 

All Israel saved, Horn, xi. 26. 
Satan confined in the abyss for 1000 years, llev. xx. 3. 

The Personal Coming- may be momentarily ex¬ 
pected. The Lord is at hand. The wise virgins, roused 
by the midnight cry, are trimming- their lamps. ARE 
you READY? 

GOD IN ESSENTIAL BEING. 
God in essential Being' dwells in a light unapproach¬ 

able, and in a glory too resplendent for mortal gaze. 
"Within that Divine circle no created being- can stand. 
But in that "glorious blaze of living light" Jehovah's 
eternal Companion, the Son of God, dwelt and rejoiced 
(Pro. viii.). And, not from the bosom of the Father 
(that He never left), but from the scene of ineffable 
purity and delight He came forth, veiling- His splen¬ 
dours, not to mount the throne, but to mount the 
scaffold, not to reig'n, but to die. He came to die in 
imperishable love to sinners. God JS love, was the note 
struck in the very centre of Golgotha's agonies. Christ 
died for our sins (1 Cor. xv. 3). 

The essential glory of God abides undimmed, 
changeless, and measureless. But the cross has a 
glory of its own. In that lonely Cross the God-forsaken, 
Holy Sufferer laid an everlasting' basis of a glory in 
which we can delight, in which we participate, and of 
which we sing. 

Now risen from the dead, crowned with glory and 
honour. He leads the worship of His people. He sings 
in the midst of the redeemed (Heb. ii. 12). He bears 
in His glorified body the scars of human hatred. All 
i.i done. On llie Cross, Divine love mot human malice 
and triumphed over ii. Now (lie Holy Spirit in the 
Word can speak freely of God, of His moral perfections, 
of His varied glories. Christ has come out of the glory 
to bring us into it bv His death and love. 
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There is, therefore (1) a glory which cannot l>e 
witnessed by mortal eye; (2) a glory which we shall 
behold (what bliss !), but cannot share, or have part in 
(John xvii. 5, 24); (3) a glory in which through grace 
we share with Christ (verse 22). What is glory to us?. 
It is grace, and only gra<je. in rich, full, and wondrous 
display. 

" 'Mid the splendous of the Glory which we hope ere 
long to share, 

Christ our Head, and we His members, shall appear 
divinely fair; 

O how Glorious, 
When we meet Him in the air!" 

DEATH. 
Spiritual death (Eph. ii. 1-5; and physical (Uom. 

v. 14). The death of the righteous is spoken of as 
"sleep" (John xi. 11-13; 1 Thess. iv. 14). Death 
separates the soul and body for a time, but never 
touches the consciousness of the " I , " the responsible 
person (Luke xvi. 23; Rev. vi. 9-11). The bodies of 
all—saved and unsaved—are mortal (subject 1o death), 
and corruptible (subject to decay). The bodies or be¬ 
lievers are to be raised m glory, immortal, incorruptible, 
in power, and like Christ's body of glorv (1 Cor. xv.; 
Phil. iii. 21). 

SYRO-CHALDAIC TONGUE. 
Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani; there are three 

instances of the Saviour speaking in the Syro-Chaldaic 
tongue (Mark xv. 34; v. 41; vii. 34); in each case the 
Evangelist interprets or explains in the text, thus in 
beautifiil accord with the Church rule (1 Cor. xiv. 27). 

UTETTKAL. 
The word is found in the New Testament fully TO 

times, and is applied to ilie life of God, to the life of 
Christ, to the life of the Holy Ghost, to the life of the 
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righteous, to the existence of Hie wicked, and to the 
doom of Satan and his angels. Any limiiutioii of the 
word in the New Testament is impossible. Eternal 
knows neither a past nor future; it is an ever present. 
The judgment of the winked dead is in eternity, after 
measures of times are past (Rev. xx. 11-15). The sin¬ 
ners of Sodom, Gomorrah, and adjacent cities are to¬ 
day "suffering1 the vengeance of eternal fire" (-Tilde 7). 

FIRST-BORN 

Js a title of dignity, not necessarily denoting birth 
(Hum. viii. 29; l's. lxxx.ix. 27). Christ is pre¬ 
eminently the l(1irst-born m the respective spheres of 
creation (Col. i. 18), resurrection (Rev. i. 5), and glory 
(Horn. viii. 29). 

HELL. 
Hell, luides the unseen, the separate state, denotes 

two conditions of existence; thus Lazarus and the 
rich man were both in hades, however widely separated 
(Luke xvi.), the former happy, the latter in torment. 
Hades as a condition and place exists from death till 
the resurrection; compare Luke xvi. with Rev. xx. 14. 
Hades occurs in the following passages: Matt. xi. 23; 
xvi. 18; Luke x. 15; xvi. 23; Acts ii. 27, 31; 1 Cor. 
xv. 55 ("grave," hades); Rev. i. 18; vi. 8 xx. 13, 14. 
Hades embraces the double thought of locality and state. 
Death claims the body. Hades claims the soul. 

TERMS RELATING TO SPIRITUALISM. 

ASTROLOGERS—Dan. i. 20, and throughout the book. 
The word is not applied to "star-gazers," as 
elsewhere, but to those who practise occult arts. 

*CIIARMEI!—Dent, xviii. 11. To fascinate or charm 
gently into fellowship with demons (see also i'sa. 
lviii. 5). 
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*CoNSTTT,TF/It WITH F A M I T . T A R S P T R T T S Pent, xviii. 11. 
Tlic reference is in a dcinon or spiri(-possessed 
person. It implies personal intercourse with a 
demon. 

DKIIOINS—l'sii. cvi. ."J7. "Devils"' in both Testaments 
should read "demons." Behind the idol of 
(lentile and Pagan worship stood the demon. 
Idolatry and demon worship are one and the same 
(1 Cor.'x. 19-21). 

*DIVINATION—Dent, xviii. 10. Seeking to divine the 
future or what is hidden hy Santanic aid. A re¬ 
markable example is witnessed in Acts xvi. 16. 

*ENCITA.\TER—Deut. xviii. 10. Invoking the presence 
of spirits hy whispering1, or hymn singing' in a low 
key. 

IDOT.S—2 Kings xxi. 11. Spiritualism and idolatry 
are coupled together. Idolatry is the open, public 
acknowledgment of gods many to the denial of 
the one and only true God. 

MAGICIANS—Exod. vii. 11. Super-human results by 
Satanic power in the use of enchantments (see also 
viii. 7). ' 

*NECROMANCER—Deut. xviii. 11. One who consults the 
dead. Questioning the spirits of the dead. This 
fearful sin is greatly on the increase. 

*OBSERVER OV TIMES—Deut. xviii. 10. So as to gather 
the will of a chosen deity—Satanic surely. 

*1>ASS THROUGH THE FIKK—Deut. xviii. 10. To express 
devotedness and consecration to the heathen deity, 
not burned to death as a sacrifice. 

*SOOTHSAYERS—Mieah v. 12. Prognosticating the future 
by Satanic or demon help. 

SORCERERS—Rev. xxii. 15—are those who, in league 
with Satan, practice witchcraft. Sorcerers fire 
classed with the worst of mankind in ihe lake of 
fire (Rev. xxi. 8). 
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SIM'KITS- Mutt, viii. Hi. Incorporated beings—good 
and Lad. The spirit realm of Satan, and the spirit 
world of Christ aw distinct, and m opposition. 
The first step of I lie coming conflict between 1he 
two kingdoms is in the downfall of Satan from the 
heavenlies (Rev. xii.). 

WJTCH—Exod. xxii. 18. One who practices magical 
arts—one under the guidance and control of Satan. 

*W]'z.vni)—Dent, xviii. 11. One who professes to supply 
information by the aid of evil spirits. In the 
incantations of the wizard they chirp and mutter 
(Isa. viii. 19). 

* Those are spoken of as "an abomination to the 
Lord." King Manasseh was perhaps the most noted 
Spiritualist mentioned in the Bible (2 Kings xxi. 6, 11). 
Yet he sought and found mercy of the Lord (2 Ohron. 
xxxiii. 12-19). 0 that every Spiritualist would turn to 
(jod in confession of sin and be saved ! 

ASIA. 
Asia is the largest of the Continents, being- four 

and a half times the size of Europe. It is nearly 7,000 
miles from east to west, and about 5,000 miles from 
north to south. Its estimated population is 784,000,000, 
giving' about 40 persons to each square mile. 

ASIA MINOR 
Is the most westerly portion of the continent, is a 
peninsula of about 900 miles from east to west, and 
about 400 miles from north to south. 

PALESTINE 
Is about 150 miles in length from north to south; the 
average width is about 40 miles. It covers an area of 
about 12,000 square miles. The countries of Holland, 
Belgium, and Switzerland are about the same size. 
The prophetically defined limits of the country (Gen. 
xv. IS) are from the Nile to the Euphrates—west to east 
—and .from Hethlon to Kadesh—north to south (Ezek. 
xlviii. 1-28). 'This will give an area of about 300,000 
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square miles, or nearly twice find a lmlf as large as 
Great Britain and Ireland together. 

T H E MK1HTKRRANKAX, MIDMI.E OF TUT; Kwmi . 
(From incdins, middle, and terra, earl li) is the 

largest inland sea in the world, consisting of 977,000 
square miles; 2,320 miles extreme length, and 1,080 
miles extreme breadth. In some places it is 0,000 feet 
deep. 

The name Mediterranean is not fmmd in Scripture, 
but. it is spoken of as the "Great Sea," "The Sea of 
the Phil is t ines," "The Hinder Sea," etc. 

THE B E D SEA, OR EGYPTIAN SEA (Ex. xxiii . .31) 
Is about 1,400 miles long and about 150 miles broad. I ts 
area is about 180,000 square miles. I ts western arm, or 
Gulf of Suez, is about 190 miles long, with an average 
breadth of 21 miles. I ts eastern arm, or Gulf of 
Akabah, is about 112 miles long, with an average 
breadth of 15 miles. Wi th in the last eighteen Chris¬ 
tian centuries the head of the Gulf of Suez has retired 
at least 50 miles from its ancient limit, 

L A N G F A G E S IN W H I C H T H E B I B L E WAS 
W R I T T E N . 

These were the Hebrew, and the Syrian or Aramean 
in the Old Testament, and the Greek in the New. The 
Hebrew of Moses, of Abraham, of Isaiah, was probably 
the primitive language of man—the language of Adam. 
The Syriac, is more generally termed the "Aramean ." 
from Aram, the Bible name'of Syria (Gen. x. 22-23), 
sometimes also called, but erroneously, "Chaldean," 
that being a dialect peculiar to the learned in Babylon 
(Dan. i. 4). The Syriac was the tongue spoken by the 
Assyrians who destroyed the kingdom of Israel, and of 
the Babylonians who destroyed Judah . The several 
instances in which this language is used in the Old 
Testament are, first, Jeremiah x . l l , in which the tri¬ 
umphing heathen are abruptly informed that their 
gods are doomed to utter destruction; second, Ezra iv. 
8 to iv. 18, and vii. 12-20, in these portions the haughty 
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Gentile conquerors of Judah are informed in their own 
language of .Jehovah's aliiding iniercst in J i ts people., al¬ 
though In if weak and lew in number, having just emerged 
I'l'oin their long cii |iil i\ ity ; lliinl, in Daniel ii. 4, In Un¬ 
close of chapter vii., here tlieri.se, p r o c e s s , and total de¬ 
struction of Gentile powei1 are divinely sketched, and 
thus all are left -without excuse. 

HEBREW TONGUE. 
The Hebrew tongue, Acts xxvi. 14, and the vari¬ 

ous Hebrew words and expressions, such as in Mark v. 
41; vii. 34; xv. .J4, spoken by Christ; also John v. 2; 
Rev. ix. 11, must not be understood to mean the original 
Hebrew language, but simply that then spoken by the 
Jews. In general, the Lord and the Apostles spoke the 
common tongue—Greek. The exceptions we have indi¬ 
cated, as also Paul's address on the Castle stairs at 
Jerusalem (Acts xxii.), were in the Syriac tongue. The 
whole of the New Testament was written in Greek. 
John, Paul, James, and Luke wrote it. 

THE TERM HEBREW. 
The term "Hebrew" was the Gentile appellation 

for Abraham and his descendants. It is derived from 
the word "Eber," signifying "from the other side"; 
•i.e., the Euphrates on the way to Palestine. Abraham 
is the first one termed a "Hebrew" (Gen. xiv. L'J). 
The Hebrews of Acts vi. 1 were Jews of Palestine, in 
distinction to the Hellenists, or foreign Jews speaking 
Greek, the then common language of civilized nations. 
Thus the term "Hebrews" has a somewhat more re¬ 
stricted bearing in the New Testament than it has in 
the Old. In the latter nil Israel are termed Hebrews; 
in the former, the Jews only. "Jews," as a term, 
first occurs in 2 Kings xvi. 6, and is applied to the men 
of Judah, who maintained loyalty to the house of 
David, and who inhabited Judea, the soiithern part of 
Palestine, in contradistinction to the seceding ten tribes 
known as Israel, or Ephraim. Thus the Jews were 
Hebrews, but all Hebrews were not Jews. 
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Original and Selected. 

PABT 8. 

(THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF THE 
HEAVENS.—Matthew xiii. 

The word which stamps its character on the Gospel 
by St. Matthew is Kingdom. Round it every truth and 
incident circles, and everything revealed in the Gospel 
takes shape and character from it. Nor must the 
Church and the Kingdom be confounded. They are dis¬ 
tinct in character and aim. Christ stands related to 
the Church as its Head; whereas the head of the king¬ 
dom is Christ the King. As Christians we are both in 
the Church and in the Kingdom. 

The "Kingdom of the heavens" is a phrase pecu¬ 
liar to our Gospel. I t occurs thirty-two times, and is 
the New Testament form of the Old Testament expression 
"The heavens do rule" (Dan. iv. 26). It neither means 
"Heaven" nor the "Church." The Kingdom of the 
heavens is the consummation of what prophets foretold, 
and seers beheld in vision. The coming Kingdom 
occupies about a third of the contents of the Sacred 
Volume. The Kingdom of the heavens is to be estab¬ 
lished on the earth. Its greatness, its glory, its extent, 
its stability, its endurance, its righteous and holy 
character, and, above all, the pre-eminent glory of its 
King, make up a study of surpassing interest. The 
centre of the earth of this g-reat system is the Jews as 
a people, Palestine the land, and Jerusalem the city. 
That was the Kingdom preached by John the Baptist, 
and by our Lord—the King Himself. 

But the mysteries of the Kingdom of the heavens 
would indicate a change in the character of what is 
now suitable in the absence of the King. How possibly 
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could we have greatness and power in characteristic 
display on the earth in the absence of the King-? The 
meaning- of the phrase therefore must apply in a 
different connection from that contemplated in the Old 
Testament. There the King on earth, and reigning 
over it in public display, is tlie grand object for Israel 
and the Gentiles. But in our chapter the rejection of 
the King by Israel, His session at God's right hand, 
and the Kingdom consequently in abeyance, give their 
own character to the new state of things. Christianity 
in its acknowledgment of Christ, of His rule on earth 
while He is in heaven; Christianity, or rather the his¬ 
tory of Christendom, in its outward and inner features 
and its end are, in brief, the mysteries of the King¬ 
dom, and forms the subject of our chapter. 

THE MYSTEEIES OP THE KINGDOM. 

Before considering these parables in detail, several 
questions suggest themselves: Why seven parables? 
How are they divided? Why termed "mysteries of the 
Kingdom"? Why is the first parable not said to be a 
similitude of the Kingdom? And lastly, What is the 
length of time covered by these parables? Satisfactory 
answers to these questions will enable the reader to 
grasp the subject with a measure of intelligence and 
fulness. 

Why seven parables? This numeral, which is the 
ruling number in the Apocalypse, occurring about fifty 
times, signifies what is -perfect, complete. It is fre¬ 
quently broken up into three and four; the former 
signifying what is divine, the other what is connected 
with man. Thus, these seven parables are intended to 
give us a complete sketch or history of the Kingdom 
of the heavens. 

How are the parables divided? The first four were 
spoken to the "great multitudes" on the sea side (verse 
1). The three last, as also the explanation of the tare-
field parable, were addressed to the disciples fin the 
house (verse J36). The first group presents the ovtward 
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character of the Kingdom during the absence of the 
King in heaven—the forms which the public profession 
of Christianity would assume, and so were fittingly 
addressed to the multitudes, as more directly concern¬ 
ing them. The second group would more particularly 
engage the spiritual interest of the disciples, of whom 
others besides the twelve gathered in the house (Markiv. 
10), to these the vital character of the Kingdom was un¬ 
folded. 

Why termed "mysteries of the Kingdom"? There 
are no mysteries in the Old Testament; in fact, the 
word "mystery" does not occur in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. There are many New Testament mysteries. 
The word signifies what is secret, or hidden. The Old 
Testament prophetic Scriptures never contemplated the 
Kingdom as it presently exists, and as alone developed 
in this chapter. In these mysteries are unfolded the 
rise, history, and doom of Christian profession in rela¬ 
tion to Christ as King and Lord. 

Why is the first parable not termed a similitude of 
the Kingdom? Because the Kingdom of the heavens, 
in its present mysterious form, did not commence till 
the King went on high. The mysteries date from that 
epoch. The work and action of the first parable was 
preparatory to the establishing of the Kingdom amongst 
the Gentiles. It will be the Kingdom in power amongst 
the Jews. It is the Kingdom in mystery amongst the 
Gentiles. The presence of the King characterises the 
former; the absence of the King is the key to the under¬ 
standing of the latter. The first parable sets forth the 
lowly action of the Lord when on earth—"A sower went 
forth to sow"—but it is His presence in heaven which 
introduces the mysteries of the Kingdom, hence the first 
parable is not termed a likeness of the Kingdom. 

What is the length of time covered by these simili¬ 
tude-parables? From the ascension of the Lord till His 
return in power—aboiit 2,000 years. Observe that two 
actions close up this age, which may be spoken of as the 
harvest and the vintage. The harvest refers to the 
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separation of the wheat from the tares. The vintage is 
the expression of unsparing judgment upon the tares 
or wicked (verses 30, 42, 49, 50). The duration of these 
mysteries extend beyond the translation of the heavenly 
saints. It is judgment—pure and simple—which is the 
closing act in this dispensation. The coming of the 
Lord for His saints is in no wise alluded to in these 
parables, and should on no account be introduced in 
any part of the chapter. In the first of the seven 
parables the King is witnessed in the lowly character 
of a sower, but in the coming harvest the King is beheld 
as u reaper. 

THE SOWER (Verses 3-8; 18-23). 

"The same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
by the seaside." Historically, the break with Israel 
was at the Cross. A remnant, of which Paul was one, 
received the King, Who in grace for their sins, died on 
the Cross, but the nation as such, refused their Messiah 
when on earth, and equally so when in heaven. God in 
goyernmental chastisement used the Romans as before 
the Babylonians to scourge His people. In both cases 
the temple—the centre of national and religious interest 
—was razed to the ground, the people 'sent into cap¬ 
tivity, and their beloved city given over to spoliation 
and capture. The Lord went out of the house, i.e., the 
temple, and sat at the sear-side, i.e., figure of the Grentile 
world (Daniel vii. 2; Rev. xvii. 15). "Behold, a sower 
went forth to sow." The prophets of old spoke and 
wrote of the sxifferings of Christ and the glories follow¬ 
ing (1 Peter i. 11), but that the Messiah of Israel, 
should first of all enter upon such a lowly service as 
a sower of seed, formed no part of their testimony. 
Sowing was neither suffering nor glory. Had it been 
written, "A reaper went forth to reap," it would have 
been in consonance with human thought. But going 
forth to sow was indeed a new action, and one neces¬ 
sitated by the state of the people. The fig-tree (Israel 
nationally) was covered with leaves whilst absolutely 
destitute of fruit (Matt. xxi. 19). After centuries of 
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care and milture the vineyard of Israel yielded no fruit 
for Jehovah, hence the Kingdom of God was transferred 
to the Gentiles (verse 45). Now, if fruit was to be 
gathered from either Jew or Gentile, the Lord must do 
a work to prodvice it. He sowed during His personal 
ministry on earth. The reaping is yet to come. But 
as sure as He sowed He shall reap. 

This parable, with its accompanying explanation,-: is 
also related in Mark iv. and Luke viii. Matthew terms 
the seed, "the Word of the Kingdom." Mark speaks 
of it simply as "the Word." Luke, as "the Word of 
God." In addition to these, the seed may be regarded 
as the Word of Salvation (Heb. ii. 3). In this first and 
fundamental of parables, there are four casts of the 
seed. In the first there is no result; in the three which 
follow there is. It is only in the fourth, however, that 
permanent results follow on the reception of the seed 
sown in "good ground." 

The icayside hearer (verses 4, 19) is the most 
common case of any. The Word is preached—the 
person hears. There may be a certain effect produced, 
but it is only transitory, for Satan is there to catch 
away the seed before it can find lodgment in the heart. 
This class of hearers are numerous, and are to be found 
in every grade of society, from its highest to its lowest. 
The fowls who devoured the seed point to a Satanic 
agency (verse 4), but Satan himself is the real source of 
the almost universal carelessness and indifference to the 
Word of God (verse 19). The moral character of the 
great enemy of God and of man is referred to in his 
descriptive designation as "the wicked one." As to 
M'ho he is there can be no question, for Mark (iv. 15) 
terms him Satan, and Luke (viii. 12), the devil. 

The stony-ground hearer (verses 5, 6, 20, 21) is an( 
advance upon the former. In this case the Word is 
received with joy. But it is not joy that the sinner 
needs; it is peace with God about his sins. The saint 
is called to joy, the sinner to peace. Hence, in this 
case the heart is indeed touched, the feelings are 
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aroused, perhaps the person weeps, but the word has 
been received without any exercise of conscience—no 
sense of sin felt. Souls should never be hurried into a 
confession of the name of the Lord. There is an 
immense amount of mere superficial work abroad. 
Always look for depth and reality in souls; bring people 
face to face with the realities of sin, judgment, God, 
heaven, hell; seek rather for quality than quantity. 
Press the necessity of repentance. 

The thorn-liearer (verses T, 22) is also in advance 
of the stony-ground hearer. The rich and poor make 
rip this very numerous company of unfruitful, unpro¬ 
ductive hearers. The many cares of the poor, and the 
deceitful riches of the better-off, equally choke the 
Word. If the Lord has given you riches, pour them at 
the feet of your adorable Saviour and Lord, saying, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing" (Rev. v. 12). If you are burdened 
with cares, go cast all upon Him, for He careth for you 
(1 Peter v. 7); then "be careful for nothing; but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanks¬ 
giving, let your requests be made known unto God" 
(Phil. iv. G). 

The (jood-yround hearer (verses 8, 23) is a doer of 
the word, and not a hearer only. James describes the 
good-ground hearer m these words—practical words, 
which we beg our readers to ponder over, as in the sight 
of God—"Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continuetli therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed" (i. 25). Why good groimd? Simply because 
prepared by God's Spirit. Then fruit is produced in 
proportion as there is subjection of heart and conscience 
to the "Word." "Herein is My Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit." May it be an hundredfold with 
every reader of these pages ! 

In Matthew the quantity of fruit borne is from a 
hundredfold down to thirtyfold; whereas in Mark it is 
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from thirty up to a hundred. The work of the sower 
was perfect, neither was there defect in the seed. But 
failure and declension in not maintaining the high 
standard is intimated in Matthew, while in Mark the, 
increasing quantity shews the progress in the soul and 
life of some. Dispensational failure is the point in the 
first Gospel; moral advance is the lesson in the second 
Gospel. 

Three things characterise this class of fruitful 
hearers: (1) they understand the word; (2) they re¬ 
ceive the word; (3) they keep the word (see Matt, xiii., 
Mark iv., and Luke viii. for these and other interesting 
distinctions). This first parable is the key to the under¬ 
standing of all the others. "Know ye not," says the 
Lord, "this parable"? (Mark iv. 13). 

THE WHEAT AND TARE-FIELD PARABLE. 
(Verses 24-30.) 

Persons have had considerable difficulty in this 
parable, from not clearly distinguishing between the 
"Church" *and "Kingdom." The consequences of 
confounding the two have been most hurtful to souls. 
Papists and Protestants alike have erred in this, and 
based their persecutions of each other on the fatal mis¬ 
take of supposing that the field is the Church—"the 
field is the WORLD (verse 38). The sower in this 
parable is Jesus, the Son of man, sowing instrumentally 
—that is, through His servants. They slept while 
they should have watched; hut Satan, in his ceaseless 
activity, never sleeps—a lesson well worth learning by 
saint and sinner. The consequence of this slothfulness 
was that tares were sown in the field. Soon the result 
appeared—tares and wheat growing together. Now 
comes the anxious question of the servants: Are we to 
pluck up the tares?—that is, the children of the wicked 
one. "Nay," was the touching reply, "lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root rip also the wheat with 
them. Let both grow together till the harvest." He 
would rather allow this mixed state of good and evil to 
continue in their Master's field, because in their attempt 
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to "root u p " the tares they might injure the wheat. 
But observe very carefully—first, that the field is the 
•world, not the Church; and, second, that both were to 
grow together—not to have fellowship together—a very 
different thing. I t is not the presence of evil in me 
which hinders or can hinder communion with God; 
nay, the sin in me is a very good reason indeed why I 
should go to God about it, and have communion with 
Him regarding it. I t is the allowance of evil—the 
practice of it—which hinders and interrupts the holy 
and blessed walk with God. The world will be cleared 
uf evil men by Christ at the harvest—i.e., at the end 
of the age; not before it (verse 41). There are some 
lessons of deepening importance to be gathered from a 
devout perusal of this parable. 

THE MUSTAED SEED (Verses 31-32). 
The third parable is that of the mustard seed, "the 

least of all seeds." This is a picture of Christianity 
exceedingly insignificant in its rise. Latterly, how¬ 
ever, it becomes a great power in the w»rld—a vast 
political system in tne earth—so much so that the birds 
of the air lodge in its branches. There is an exceed¬ 
ingly solemn thought in all this—solemn, as showing 
the rapid and awful increase of evil; for if, in the 
first parable, the fowls took away the seed, in the third, 
corrupt Christianity, or the earthly profession of the 
name of Christ, positively affords a shelter for these same 
fowls. The Kingdom of the heavens has thus become 
a huge worldly political system built up by Satan, and 
which, to all its other iniquities, has wickedly attached 
the name of Christ. In the days of Constantine—fourth 
century—the so-called Church became the dominant 
power in the State. This has been the arrogant and 
pretentious claims of the Papacy ever since her rise. 
Make the Church great; that has been her ruin spiritu¬ 
ally. She may boast of her wealth, and aim at political 
position and worldly greatness, but, in the eyes of the 
Lord, she is all the poorer, all the more destitute o£ 
true spiritual power and riohes (Rev. iiL 17). The 
more she climbs the ladder of worldly fame, the deeper 
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she morally sinks. The true Church is in the world, 
but is not of it. The Church and the world* once walked 
apart, now they are in each other's arms. What a loss 
to Loth ! Daniel iv. sufficiently indicates the meaning 
of the symbol of the tree. Historically there is a refer¬ 
ence to the time when Christianity became a great power 
in the world; when thousands, by threats and cajoleries, 
nominally became Christian; when officers of State could 
only be filled by the baptised; when an Emperor could 
sit in the councils of the Church and enforce its—or 
rather his—decrees at the point of the sword; when a 
whole army were christianised through baptism by 
imperial command. May the Lord enable us to walk 
apart from all political parties and worldly principles ! 
"Our citizenship (conversation) is in heaven, from 
whenc also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Phil. iii. 20). 

THE WOMAN AND THE LEAVEN (Verse 33). 

The fourth parable is that of the leaven. It is the 
Kingdom of the heavens in another aspect. It is not 
so much persons as doctrine that is in question here. I t 
is the introduction of, and wide-spread doctrine which 
is the point in the parable, as catechisms, articles of 
faith, formularies, in which doctrines and truths of 
Scripture are presented as dogma, mixed with error and 
corrupted, more or less, through the human channel. 
I t is an impossibility to preserve the truth in its in¬ 
tegrity as God gave it, when reduced, cut up, and 
arranged as a human standard, and compendium of 
Christian doctrine. When certain truths are divorced 
from their context, they lose their power and freshness 
and become mere dogma, lifeless, and defective. We 
want the truth as God gives it, and where God gives it 
in His OWN WORD—the SACRED SCRIPTURES. It is a 
total mistake to take leaven as meaning the gradual 
extension of the truth or gospel amongst men. Leaven, 
in the Word of God, not once means good, but always 
evil; thus, we are told to "beware" of the leaven of the 
I'harisees and Sadducees (Matt. xvi. 6-12). Beware of 
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good! That sounds strange, does it not? Again, 
"Purge out the old leaven" (1 Cor. v. 7). "Purge out" 
what is good! Surely not. Leaven was to be ex¬ 
cluded from all the fire-offering's of the Loiu) (Lev. ii. 
11). There was one marked instance of the use of 
leaven, and the exception proves the rule, that in all 
cases it means evil. Fifty days after the presentation 
of the first fruits to God—that is, Christ risen from the 
dead—two loaves "baken with leaven" (Lev. xxiii. 17) 
were to be offered. Surely this unmistakably points to 
the presentation of the Church in her actual state, at 
Pentecost (Acts ii. 1), on the fiftieth day after Christ 
rose from the dead. Ah! it is but a day-dream of men 
—a fancy, without a tittle of Scripture to support it— 
that this parable of the leaven signifies a universal 
diffusion of the Gospel among the masses of the people. 

Neither reformation of doctrine nor morals will 
bring in the new era of iieace. The distractions of the 
Church cannot be healed by any human hand. Doc¬ 
trines more corrupt than ever, are surely spreading and 
leavening the great mass of Christian profession. The 
leaven is working and undermining the public religion 
of the day. Men by thousands are drifting away from 
Grod into a practical infidelity which will culminate in 
the great apostacy or abandonment of Christianity. As 
it is, tell us of one distinctive truth of the Bible that is 
not openly flouted and denied? Corruption of doctrine 
leads to corruption of morals. If the sources and 
springs of truth are poisoned, the results are seen in the 
prevalence of crime. Paul's manner of life was based 
upon doctrine (2 Tim. iii. 10). Sound doctrine is the 
basis of good conduct. Principle precedes conduct. 
Christ Himself brought in grace; Christ Himself will 
bring in the glory. When He conies a second time He 
will bring the power of the Kingdom with Him, as said 
the dying thief: "Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest in (not 'into') Thy Kingdom" (Luke xxiii. 42). 
Taught of the Spirit, he was, in point of intelligence, 
far beyond many. The modern expectation of the 
Kingdom set up by the conversion of the world and the 
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betterment of the human race, by the well-meant efforts 
of philanthropists, social reformers, and missionary 
societies, has not a shadow of support in the Scriptures. 
These parables absolutely negative such a thought. 

THE SEVEN PARABLES DIVIDED. 

Verse 36 introduces a natural and unforced division 
of these parables. The first four were spoken to the 
multitudes at the sea shore; then the Lord goes into the 
house, and gathers His new family around Himself. 
He is about to unfold the inner secrets of the Kingdom, 
and which none but disciples could enter into and enjoy.. 
He also declares in full the meaning of the tare field, 
then utters the remaining three parables. 

THE HID TREASURE (Verse 44). 
Having had the outward aspect of the Kingdom 

witnessed in the abnormal growth of what is now 
Christendom in the parable of the mustard tree, we then 
find in that of the leaven that the witliin of the pro¬ 
fessing body is utterly corrupt. Worldly greatness, 
and inward corruption seem the fundamental ideas in 
these two parables. Then the two which follow—the 
treasure and pearl—afford us aspects of the Kingdom 
from God's point of view. The Kingdom is not all evil, 
as these two latter parables shew. 

The fifth parable is the treasure hid in a field. 
We have the Divine explanation of the term field; it 
signifies the world (verse 38). In the second parable 
it is "his field," here, it is simply a field. He does not 
say to whom it belongs. The whole creation, the world 
included, belongs to Christ on the simple ground that 
He created all (Col. i. 16; Heb. i. 2), but if He had 
dealt with a fallen world as Creator only, judgment 
must have followed as a matter of coiirse. Here, how¬ 
ever, He takes the field as its purchaser, having shed 
His blood to possess it. What a price to pay for ap 

morally ruined world ! He buys the field. He does 
not buy the treasure, but He buys the pearl. The field 



12 BIBLICAL NOTES, 

is purchased for the sake of the treasure hid in it. To 
confine the treasure to Israel and the pearl to the 
Church is a mistake. Without doubt, the pearl sets 
forth the Church in its costliness, unity, and value to 
Christ. In this we are happily agreed. But the 
treasure hid in the field, signifies all the redeemed. 
Others beside Israel were hid in the world. All hid in 
the field are clearly embraced in the thought of the 
treasure—every saved soul from Adam to the end of 
time. Another point of exceeding interest in this 
briefly related parable is the joy of the Lord in His pur¬ 
chase. In this the Lord is presented as a Einder, and 
in the following one as a Seeker. lie finds the treasure; 
He seeks the pearl. 

It is highly important for the understanding of this 
parable, that we clearly distinguish between "redemp¬ 
tion" and "purchase." Creation—heavenly and 
earthly—is purchased, but its redemption is future, as 
we read—"until the redemption (future) of the pur¬ 
chased possession (present)" (Ep. i. 14). Again, re¬ 
demption is future, as in Romans viii. 19-23, while the 
purchasing has been effected (2 Peter ii. 1), the price—• 
the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter i. 19). Here, 
then, we have the field—that is the world (verse 38} 
bought for the sake of the treasure in it. "Hid in the 
field." All saints are "treasure" to whom? To the eye 
and heart of our God. Christ by His Cross bought the 
field, giving "all that He hath," more He could noti 
give, nor do; on the Throne He will possess Himself of 
the treasure—all believers in their preciousness to God. 
He .has "hid" the "hid" treasure, for there are two 
hidings in the verse. First, hid in nature's darkness, 
then sought and found, and again hid by the finder, 
till the day of public manifestation (Col. iii. 3). The 
parable takes us no further than the hiding of the 
treasure. But what a happy completion. The treasure 
belongs to Christ. It is His wholly and exclusively. 



BIBLICAL NOTES, J3 

THE MEKCHANT-MAJST (Yerses 45-4G). 

The sixth parable is the merchant-man seeking 
goodly pearls. In the previous parable the likeness of 
the Kingdom is to treasure. In this, the briefest of 
the seven, the similitude is to a merchant-man. It is 
not the "pearl" but the seeking merchant-man to which 
the Kingdom is likened. The treasure was found hid 
in the icorld, the pearl is found in the depths of the sea. 
Here attention is called to Christ searching the universe 
for pearls of value. His eye lights on one. He is cap¬ 
tivated by its beauty. The search is over. He has 
found the best. No other jewel of such incomparable 
value and beauty. In the previous parable He buys 
the field, but here He buys the pearl. He "bought it." 
Here, there is intense singleness of purpose. One object 
absorbs thought, attention, love. The merchant-man 
gave Himself up for it. To possess Himself of it, He 
sold all that He had. Here the teaching of the parable. 
closes with this grand fact: The pearl (the Church) 
belongs to Him who found it, loved it, and bought it. 
The treasure might consist of 'many pieces; the pearl 
is but one. This is a much misunderstood parable, and 
yet is is remarkably simple. Who is the 'merchant¬ 
man? Is it the sinner? Strange that it should be 
supposed so, but this blunder, as many others, lies in 
thinking of self instead of Christ. 

Christ is the merchant-man seeking goodly pearls. 
It is language foreign to Scripture to represent the 
sinner seeking Christ. Was it Adam who, when he 
sinned, went after (xod, or did God go after him! 
"Adam, where art thou?" was the language of a 
Saviour-God; it was (xod seeking man. IJid the lost 
sheep seek the shepherd, or did the shepherd seek the 

• sheep? " / have found my slierp which- was lost.'"-
"The Son of Man came to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Can the sinner buy the pearl of great price? 
"What! is it really come to this, that people will be bold 
enough to say that Christ (even were He the pearl) 
could be bought? And what has a sinner to give? 
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Righteousness lie has none (Rom. iii. 10); goodness he 
has not (Rom. iii. 12). What has hê  then? Sin, sin— 
nothing hut sin. No, no ! reject the God dishonouring 
thought as utterly unworthy of Him and equally un¬ 
worthy of our truest blessing—that the merchant-man 
is the sinner and the "pearl of great price" Christ. The 
merchant-man seeking goodly pearls supposes not only, 
love, but taste and skill. He found ''one pearl of great 
price" ; other pearls there were, but none of costliness 
or beauty equal to the one He found. The Church, 
then, in her unity, beauty, and value, was the pearl 
for which He sold all that He had as Man on the earth, 
and Messiah in Judea. He found this one pearl where 
the costliest are ever found—in the depths of the sea. 
He found us under the judgment of God. He saw 
beauty and value, and for the love He bore the Church, 
"He gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify, and 
cleanse it with the washing of the water by the Word : 
that He might present it to Himself, a g'lorious Church 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 
25-27). First, He possessed Himself of the pearl by 
giving Himself for it; second, He is now removing ail 
grit, cleansing and beautifying it; third, He presents 
it to Himself—love's triumph; all glorious and spot¬ 
less. 

The wondering, worshipping nations of the millen¬ 
nial earth will behold the Church as Christ now views 
her, as He values her—"And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, every several gate was of one pearl." 
Each separate gate of pearl is enclosed in the jasper 
Wall of the heavenly city (Rev. xxi.). The jasper is 
emblamatic of the Divine glory. The pearl is the 
grand and great millennial picture, and its setting 
nothing less than the glory of God. 

THE DRAG NET (Verses 47-50). 

The seventh parable is the last of the series. The 
Kingdom of the heavens has yet another mystery 
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wrapped up in it, and which is disclosed in this con¬ 
cluding- parable. The net cast into the sea points to a 
world-wide testimony to God's grace now. .and to the 
Kingdom in the coming crisis. The field, i.e., the 
world, is the scene of operation in the second parable. 
The sea, i.e., the nations, is the sphere of activity here. 
In our parable, the agents to whom are entrusted the 
happy work of carrying- the glad tidings to every 
creature under heaven, are hid. It is the work, not the 
persons that are specially in view. The fishermen are 
curtly referred to under the pronoun "they" (verse 48). 
Now the Gospel has gone out, and has been preached 
throughout the known world in Paul's day (Col. i. 23). 
But there are many millions of the heathen world not 
yet reached during- this century of Christian missions.. 
The conversion of the world by the preaching of the 
Gospel is nowhere taught in Scripture. "This Gospel 
of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come" 
(Matt. xxiv. 14)—not the conversion of "all nations," 
but the Gospel of the Kingdom to be a witness to all 
such. 

After the removal of the Church, and of all 
saints who have died in faith (1 Thess. iv. IT), the 
Gospel of the Kingdom is sent out once again. The 
peoples of the Horn an earth, and the distant heathen as 
well, shall hear the trumpet call of the heralds of the 
King announcing ITis near return. The general effect 
of ihe testimony of God m Christendom, and amongst 
the heathen, is to fill the net with fish of every kind-—• 
good and bad. The net is filling, but not yet filled, 
"When full, they drew to shore." However much in 
principle you may apply this drawing in of the net, and 
sorting and separating the fish now, the direct applica¬ 
tion is to be found at the end of the age. Th« net is 
yet in the sea, not on the shore (verse 48). 

The judicial part of the work is committed to 
ang-els. They do not bind the tares. Companies are 
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formed before the angels take their part in the scene. 
They commit the tares to the fire (verse 42), as also the 
bad fish or wicked (verse 50). The fishers on the shore 
separate the good from the bad—there is discrimination 
on their part; the angels sever the wicked from the 
just. The servants of the testimony of God, concern 
themselves only with the good. The ministers of judg¬ 
ment occupy themselves only with the bad. Angelic 
ministry is largely used in the closing stages of the age. 
The everlasting Gospel is to be preached to all under 
heaven during that most interesting crisis in the world's 
history, lying between the Rapture (1 Thess. iv. 1G-17) 
and the Return in Power (Rev. xix. 11). When the 
net is drawn in (it may be more than once) at the close 
of the age, the results are witnessed in Matthew xxv. 
31-46, and in Rev. yii. 9-17. There will be a millen¬ 
nial testimony under the personal guidance of the 
King; this is figured in John xxi. 11, where it is sig¬ 
nificantly said, "Yet was not the net broken," in con¬ 
trast to the scene in Luke v. 6, "And their net brake." 
Every human testimony note breaks down because of the 
weakness of the human vessel. 

Biit how are good fish to be known from bad? By 
what mark or sign can we distinguish them! Leviticus 
—that remarkable book which distinguishes between the 
holy and the unholy—answers our question. "These 
shall ye eat of all that are in the waters : whatsoever 
hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and in 
the rivers, them shall ye eat. Whatsoever hath no fins 
or scales in the waters, that shall bean abomination unt# 
you" (Lev. xi. 9-12). All having the ability to siri,m 
were good fish. Some swim low, others high, and 
others on the surface of the water. It is not all a ques¬ 
tion of attainment as title to the Lord's table or to 
Church privileges. All fish not having "fins and 
scales" were to be utterly rejected. Let them move in 
their own proper sphere at the bottom of the waters; 
the mud and filth of this world is no place for the child 
of God. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S 
Original and Selected. 

PART 9. 

DIRECTIONS FOR CHRISTIANS. 
1.—Make the Holy Scriptures your sole authority 

•for your justification, forgiveness, and hope of glory 
(Rom. v. 1; 1 John ii. 12; Col. i. 27). 

2.—Make the Bible your daily companion, and 
prayer—at least night and morning—your characteristic 
daily habit (2 Tim. iii. 15-17; 1 Thess. v. 17). 

3.—Confess Christ at all times, and under all cir¬ 
cumstances, by words, behaviour, or by silence it maybe 
(Luke xii. 8, 9, 11; 2 Tim. ii. 12, 13; 1 Peter iii. 4). 

4.—Do not in piiblic relate your experience—tell¬ 
ing how* good you are, how devoted, how holy (Ex. 
xxxiv. 29; Ps. "ixvi. 1G; Phil. iii. 13-17). 

5.—Never go to meetings or join m amusements 
where you would not like the Lord to find you (Ps. xvii. 
4, 5; 1 Cor. x. 81; Titus ii. 11-14). . 

6.—Give up at once for Christ's sake all habits, all 
ways, all words unlike the Lord (1 Peter ii. 11; Eph. 
v. 13-18; Eph. iv. 22, v. 1-4). 

7.—Do not choose as companions any who are not 
distinctly on the Lord's side (Ps. i.; Acts iv. 23; Acts 
xv. 38, 40). 

8.—Never ridicule, or make sport, or fun of the 
mistakes or foibles of any one, especially of Christians 
(Rom. xiv.; Eph. iv. 2;' 1 Cor. xii. 21-26). 

9.—Avoid as you would the plague, all and every 
form of joking, jesting, and punning on the Word of 
(}od (Eph. v. 4; Ps. cxix. 22, 63, 103, 133). 
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10.—Make it a rule never to rend Looks or periodi¬ 
cals, the writers of which do not regard the Bible as 
fully inspired (John v. 44-47; 1 Cor. ii. 10-14; Rev. 
i /8) . 

11.—Meet with your companions as often as pos¬ 
sible for prayer and conversation on the Lord's things 
(Jude 20; Mai. iii. lfi; Heb. x. 24, 25). 

12.—Watch and pray. Live only and wholly for 
Christ. Wait for Clod's Son from Heaven (Matt. xxvi. 
41; 2 Cor. v. 15; Phil. i. 20, 21; iii. 7-15). 

THE CRITICS AND THE HOLT SCRIPTURES. 

It is an interesting' eirerimstance that Philo, the 
learned Alexandrian Jew and philosopher, and 
Josephus, the scholarly Palestinean Jew and historian 
—both contemporaries in the latter half of the first 
Christian centriry—regarded the Old Testament as a 
Divine Revelation. Their testimony in speaking of the 
former Oracles of (lod as "The Sacred Scriptures" is 
all the more valuable from the fact that neither were 
Christians even in name. Surely these, men knew their 
own writings—the Jewish Scriptures of 39 books—and 
from whence their authority was derived, much better 
than modern English critics and German rationalists. 

Does it not savour of unpardonable presumption in 
a few moderns to sit in judgment on the Old Testament, 
and coolly say to the whole of the Hebrew nation: 
"Yoiir Bible is full of mistakes; your jealous custody 
of a body of writings which you regard as the sum of a 
Divine revelation is so much lost labour. Paul was all 
wrong when he wrote of the special advantage of the 
Jew as consisting in the Oracles of God being com¬ 
mitted to them (Rom. iii. 1, 2). "Moses in whom ye 
trust," cannot be relied on in the domains of science, 
history, and theology. Modern research and discovery 
satisfies us that the Bible is wrong, and Moses is 
wrong1, and we are right!" 
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If the Old Testament Looks are not absolutely of 
Divine origin, then the Blessed Lord, the apostles and 
writers of the New Testament, who quoted from and 
upheld the Old Testament, were all wrong-, Jewish 
writers are all wrong, the Jewish nation is all wrong, 
the Christian Clnirch is all wrong', Salvation is impos¬ 
sible, and all hope in time and for eternity is utterly 
shattered. The two Testaments have the same Divine 
authority. The new is concealed in the old. Are the 
critics alive to their awful destructive mission? 0 Let 
the grand, old, imperishable Book t/Jonel 

THE DIVINE CONCEPTION AND THE HUMAN 
BIETH. 

1.—Found with Child of the Holy Ghost. 

2.—Conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

3.—The Holy Ghost shall come iipon thee. 

4.—The power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee. 

5.—That holy thing that shall be borne of thee. 
—Luke i.; Matt. i. 

The fact that it was God who became flesh settles 
for ever the intrinsic, inherent Holiness of the Lord 
as man. , 

In the manner of the conception He stands alone. 
In Mary the Holy Ghost wrought. 
On Mary the Holy Ghost rested. 

There never was one so jealously guarded by the 
Holy Ghost, and the power of God—not guarded instru-
mentally by angels, but by God and the Holy Ghost. 
The yet unborn babe was Jehovah's care. See Ps, xxii. 
11, 12, ' 
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G()])' S OMNIPOTENCE. 

God's Omnipotence in the intervention of human 
affairs is a fixed truth in our soul. We positively revel 
in the grand and consolatory thought that God is over 
nil—great is His greatness, irresistible in His might 
and power. Omnipotence is for you. Count upon its 
exercise, therefore, in the most desperate and straight¬ 
ened circumstances of life. Is there anything too hard 
for the Lord? Faith shouts out the reply, "Nothing 
too hard for the Lord." 

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY. 

God is supreme in the world of men and of angels. 
Tie rules. He governs. Celestial and terrestrial 
thrones are under His sceptre. God's sovereignty in 
our lives, in the world, in the Church, in our hearts, 
in our homes, and in all and every circumstance of life, 
however trivial, is faith's confidence at all times. Yield 
ye to Him in His sovereign sway. Give up your will, 
and gladly accept His government. 

GOD'S OMNTSOTENCE. 

God's Omniscience is absolutely universal in its 
range. The millions of planets in magnificent and 
orderly procession, and the bed-ridden and desolate 
saint in garret, come equally •within the observation of 
the all-seeing eye of Him who never slumbers and never 
sleeps. His eye is upon the movements of the arch¬ 
angel, and upon your need. Trust Him, therefore, in 
brightest day and darkest night. 

GOD'S LOVE. 

God's Love is the repose and strength of the soul. 
Jlis love is unchangeable. It triumphs in times of 
human weakness, and lights a, candle in the soul which 
no power can extinguish. Lean till your weight upon 
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it, ye tried and suffering pilgrims. God's love covers 
all your need, and amply provides for every exigency 
till home and rest are reached. 

CHRIST'S FAITHFULNESS. 
From the Manner to the Throne He never swerved 

from the path of absolute obedience to the Father 's 
will. He passed on and on in His devoted and solitary 
path, imcheered by human smile or commendation. 
Like Him, never lower the flag, never compromise, 
never adapt the testimony of (rod 1o altered times and 
changing' circumstances. Hold on ! Hold fast! Press 
on ! Truth is eternal as tin; years of God. 

CHRIST'S TEARS. 

God wept through human eyes, is a profound ex¬ 
pression of Divine sympathy with men. "Jesus wept," 
is one of the briefest Bible utterances, but 0 how 
humanely touching' and sympathetic ! He wepi in the 
garden, He wept over Jerusalem, and He wept with 
the sorrowing' sisters at Bethany. We weep, but soon 
the hand of God wall be gently laid on every tear-
stained face. We shall weep no more. 

OTTR SERVICE. 

No gift nor special endowment of the Spirit is 
needed to serve our Lord Christ. The spring1 of all real 
service is lore. Without it the most abundant and 
diversified services are robbed of the savour which 
would make them acceptable* to God. The meanest ser¬ 
vice undertaken and accomplished in the spirit of love 
has a fragrance altogether its own. The service of Jove 
and the service of legality are diametrically opposed. 

OUR WALK. 
Our Walk in gentleness towards al l ; in meekness 

under insult and wrong; in love to all saints; in 
devotedness to God and His interests; and in un-
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swerving1 faithfulness in all and every relation of life, 
is patterned in our Lord Jesus Christ on earth. We are 
to walk as He walked. No lower standard is allowed; 
a higher one there cannot be. Jesus in the depth of 
His humility (Phil, ii.)—the foundation grace of the 
Spirit, is our soul's desire and aim. 

CHRIST'S TENDERNESS. 

He made the worlds, yet lifted up infants in His 
arms and blessed them there. His voice and touch lay 
like balm on wounded hearts. Sin fled from the holi¬ 
ness of His presence, while the broken-hearted sobbed 
and rested within His sheltering arms. Is He changed? 
Nay. We are ever proving the depth of His tender¬ 
ness, that is fathomless. Blessed Saviour, Thy tender 
word is like music to our souls! Thy voice heaven's 
lullaby to thy tired and wearied host. 

CHRIST'S LOVE. 

Christ's present and ceaseless love to the Church 
(Eph. v. 25-2T), and to every individual believer (Gal. 
ii. 20), are assured facts. Some of us have drunk 
deeply of the cup of human sorrow, but in doing so the 
fathomless love of Christ has been known in its depth 
and tenderness. Welcome the sorrow, then, for the 
love which accompanies it. Love mixes the cup and 
appoints the trial. 

OUR HOPE. 

Our Hope is the Personal return of the Lord from 
Heaven, to take us up and home to the Father's House, 
and from thence to the Kingdom. The moral, social, 
and political signs unmistakably point to the near 
realization of our Hope. He is coming ! Are we on 
the tiptoe of expectation? Are our loins girded and our 
lights burning? Lord, keep the reality of Thy coming 
burning brightly m our hearts! Come, Lord Jesus! 
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OUE DESTINY. 
Our Destiny is to be conformed to the image of 

God's Son in glory (lliini. viii.). What an ennobling 
prospect lies before us ! Better than crowns, than robes, 
than palms, is the certainly of being- perfectly like 
Christ—bodily and spiritually (Phil. iii. 21; 1 John iii. 
2). Without stain within or without; without, a feel¬ 
ing', as now, of personal unlikeness to Christ; like Him, 
save in the scars and wounds—the memorials of Calvary 
—our souls shall then rest satisfied. 

WATER-BAI'TISM. 

This Christian rite was institiited by our Lord after 
His Resurrection, and before His Ascension. The only 
commission to baptise is recorded in Matt, xxviii. 19. 
It is a command addressed to servants to baptise, not 
to the general body of believers to he baptised. The 
commission in Mark xvi. 15 is to preach. The history of 
baptism for 30 years is unfolded in the Acts. The doc¬ 
trinal teaching- of baptism will be found in the Epistles 
to the Romans and Colo.ssians. "Baptism is burial unto 
death, i.e., unto Christ's death (Rom. vi. 4). Immer¬ 
sion is, without doubt, the scriptural mode, although 
neither in 1 Cor. xii. 1-S; nor 1 Cor. x, 2, can the (£iies-
tion of mode be introduced. The mode therefore is not 
vital to the rite, but the NAME to which persons are 
baptised is. Persons and households were baptised. 
In baptism one was thereby constituted a disciple—pro¬ 
fessedly a Christian (Hal. iii. 27). Baptism is not the 
sign that one has passed from death unto life. It is 
Imrial unto death. Baptism is a figure of burial, and 
this with a view to identification with the death (not 
your own) of -Tesus Christ. Col. ii. 12, Rom. vi. 4 are 
texts which have not been sufficiently weighed in the 
baptist-controversy. But we do not make baptism a 
test question, nor a centre of gathering. Christ is the 
NAME for earth and the NAME for Heaven; the NAME 
for time and the NAME for eternity, and there we leave 
the subject, which by the intemperate zeal of many has 
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divided the Church, and caused wide-spread sorrow 
amongst (iod's people. 

SPIRIT-BAPTISM. 

We do not refer to water-baptism, but to the 
spiritual baptism of all believers. "For in one Spirit 
were we all baptised into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to 
drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13, R.V.). This is 
the unity of the Spirit which we are exhorted not to 
make, but to keep (Eph. iv. 8)—an exhortation which 
has its effect in the practical recognition that every 
Christian is a member of the mystical body of Christ. 
Christ on high is the luiptiser (John i. 38; Acts i. 5). 
Pentecost witnessed it for Jews (Acts ii.), and the 
(ientile Cornelius and his friends shared it at Csesarea 
(Acts x). The Spirit was poured out twice, first on the 
Jewish company, then on the (jentile company (Acts x. 
45). Thus the body of Christ was effected in the living1 

power of the Holy Grhost. All Christians share in this 
baptism. All Christians are members of the one and 
mystical body of Christ. It is an act done once and in¬ 
capable of repetition. Scripture knows nothing of a 
"second baptism," or of a "fresh baptism." The bap¬ 
tism of which we write is an act corporate in character. 
No individual is said to be baptised in the Spirit, and 
certainly a repetition is thought common enough in the 
phraseology of a certain school, but Scripture, our 
guide and authority, does not even hint at such a thing, 
(lod seals. Christ baptises. Individually we are the 
subjects of the former; corporately we are embraced in 
the latter. 

NINEVEH TOTALLY DESTROYED, 625 B.C. 

"The bloody city" and proud capital of the 
Assyrian kingdom, after a lengthened siege by the com¬ 
bined forces of the Medes and the Babylonians, was 
taken and completely destroyed by fire and water. It 
is remarkable that the rival cities of Babylon and Nine-
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veil, the respective centres of Gentile hatred in the past 
to Judah and Israel, are doomed to perpetual desola¬ 
tion. Their degradation will continue .so long1 as sun 
and moon endure. The prophet Nahum gives a wonder¬ 
fully graphic and interesting account of the siege of 
Nineveh. 

BABYLON OVERTHROWN, f>J8 B.C. 

Cyrus the celebrated Persian, and Darius the Mede 
combined their forces and besieged Babylon—the 
largest and probably the most strongly fortified city 
in the then known world. The distinguished Persian is 
named in the Scriptures as the deliverer of Judah from 
the 70 years' Chaldean captivity, as also his purpose to 
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple destroyed by Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, and to destroy the Babylonian empire—the 
first of the great Gentile monarchies—by the capture of 
the mighty city, which latter event is not more accurately 
described in the pages of Herodotus—"the father of 
history"—than it is in the inspired pages of Isaiah and 
Jeremiah (Isa. xliv.; xlv.). All this and more were 
foretold in the writings of the Hebrew prophets about 
170 years before they took place. Belshazzar, grand¬ 
son of Nebuchadnezzar, conducted the defence of his 
capital with consummate skill, and for a time success¬ 
fully defied the utmost strength and stratagem of the 
besieging host. 

The walls, upwards of 300 feet in height and more 
than 80 feet m breadth, flanked with towers, and with 
her 100 gates of solid brass, with no lack of resources 
and provisions within the city, seemed to mock the 
strength and skill of the Persian commander investing 
the city. But God had decreed the downfall of the 
Babylonian monarchy, and the triumph of the Persian, 
who in turn would give place to the third empire, then 
lastly the Eoman. The last night of the Babylonian 
empire was one of revelry and daring impiety. Dur¬ 
ing the drunkenness which prevailed, and lulled to a; 
fatal sense of security by the impregnable nature of 
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their defences, vigilance was relaxed; the gates of the 
river were carelessly left open. " / (Jehovah) will loose 
the loins of kings, to open before him (Cyrus) the two 
leaved gates; and the gates shall not he shut" (Isa. 
Slv. 1). Tims the invaders entered the city, mas¬ 
sacring all they met, and penetrating' to the palace of 
the monarch, slew the guests in the very height of 
daring impiety. " In that night was Belshazzar, the 
king of the Chaldeans, slain." Babylon's last night 
is tersely and fully described by Daniel in chapter v. 
of his prophecy. 

DUALITY IN THE BIBLE. 

There seems a duality, that is, two, in every fact 
that is recorded in the Bible. For instance, there is 
a duality in the resurrection—the first resurrection, 
which is of believers; the second resurrection, which 
consists of unbelievers. There is a duality in the law, 
—love to God and love to man. There is a duality in 
the Book of Revelation—the bride, the Lamb's wife, 
the heiress of eternal blessing; and the woman on the 
seven hills, drunk with the blood of saints, whose doom 
is perdition. There is a duality in the nature of 
Christ—He is God as well as man. There is a duality 
in the destiny of man—the immortality of his soul, 
and the resurrection of his body. There is a duality in 
the Saviour's advent—He came to suffer, He will come 
again to reign. So there is a duality in the millennial 
dispensation, or in the jiidgment day;—at its beginning 
the resurrection of the pious dead and the glorification 
of the pious living; at its close the rest of the dead, 
who lived not till the thousand years were finished. 

EIGHTH CENTURY B.C. 

It is a remarkable fact that there is no authentic 
profane Gentile history, previous to the time when the 
Gentile nations began to be raised up a scourge of 
Jerusalem, i.e., about 778 B.C. In this eighth century 
the Assyrian power began to be consolidated under 
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Pul; the nucleus of the Persian 2>ower w a s formed 
by the revolt of the Medes; the Grecian era was intro-
duced by the establishment of the Olympiads, and the 
City of Rome was founded. The migration of the 
Cimmerian Scythian nations, in which all arrange¬ 
ment of modern Europe are founded, also commenced 
in this century. 

PERSIAN SOVEREIGNS. 

Name in History. Name in Scripture. 
Cyrus Cyrus (Ezra i., etc.). 
Cambyses Ahasuerus (Ezra iv. G). > 
Smerdis Artaxerxes (Ezra iv. 7-2'i). 
Darius Hystaspsis Darius (Ezra iv. 24, etc.). 
Xerxes Ahasuerus (Esther i., etc.). 
Artaxerxes Longimanus Artaxerxes (Ezra vii.; Neh. 

ii. 1). 

GOG AND MAGOG. 

The Gog and Magog of Rev. xx. 8 does not refer 
to the North—the location of the Russian peoples 
(Ezek. xxxviii. 15), but to all the wicked then on the 
earth. Satan gathers them. There are no human 
leaders. It is the last, the final confederacy satanically 
inspired against God, His Christ, and the Jew. The 
Ezekiel-Gog is at the commencement of the kingdom 
reign of 1,000 years. The Revelation-Gog is the clos¬ 
ing act at the close of the millennial period. ; 

THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 

This famous Egyptian city derives its name from 
its founder, Alexander the Great. Founded about 3o2 
Pi.C., it soon became the centre of learning and com¬ 
merce; upon the death of the renowned soldier and 
accomplished statesman, and break-up of the Empire 
he had so rapidly established, Alexandria became the 
royal residence of the Ptolemies for nearly 300 years. 
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Many of these Egyptian King's, being' men of taste and 
learning', enlarged, adorned, and beautified the city so 
that it was justly ranked as unequalled in the world 
for wealth, commercial importance, and literature. The 
researches of antiquarians in the ruins of the great city 
have been richly rewarded in a large accumulation of 
ancient and interesting- relics, while its former grandeur 
is fully attested by its numerous monumental remains 
of temples, streets, columns, etc., accessible to all. 
Here, too, existed the most famous library of the 
ancient world, consisting- of 7(10,000 volumes of rolls, 
the fruit of centuries, and embracing the lore of every 
land and clime. The Saracens, true to their faith and 
traditional policy of extirpating- all and everything 
opposed to Lshumsm, burnt this wondrous and cele¬ 
brated collection, of works in the seventh century. Here, 
too, the Old Testament was translated into Greek—• 
commenced about 284 B.C., commonly termed "The 
Septuagint," and frequently quoted from, and referred 
to, by the Lord, the Apostles, and writers of the New 
Testament. Here also was born I'hilo, the learned 
Jewish author and philosopher, who flourished in the 
early part of the first Christian century. Clement, 
Origen, and other distinguished men, maintained for 
the first half dozen of the Christian centuries the high 
reputation of Alexandria. The eloquent Apollos was 
born here (Acts xviii. 24). Its shipping- supplied a 
vessel to carry Paul and his companions to Rome (Acts 
xxvii. 6). The present population of the town is about 
40,000; its ancient population probably numbered fully 
600,000. Situated on the western side of the Nile on 
the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. 

TWO (iREAT RIVERS. 

It has not yet been ascertained with certainty 
whether the Nile or the Euphrates was the earliest seat 
of civilization and empire. Both Egypt and Chaldea 
were colonized after the dispersion at Babel and con¬ 
fusion of tongues, nearly 2,500 years before Christ. The 
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regions about the l<hiplirates and Tigris were certainly 
more accessible and nearer the scene of the dispersion 
than the Nile. In that impoiumt chapter, Genesis, x., 
which gives authoritative information upon the origin 
of nations and kingdoms, we learn by whom, and about 
the time when, the kingdoms of Chaldea and Egypt 
were founded. 

THE BOSPHOROTTS. 

The Bosphorous is only about 16 miles long, and not 
above, at its widest, a mile and a half. The Asiatic 
and European shores of the Bosphorous, at their 
narrowest, are about 500 yards apart. Thus a loud 
speaker on the older continent can be distinctly heard 
in Europe, and vice versa. Constantinople, on the 
Bosphorous, is a grand centre for commerce, as linking 
up the two continents. Constantinople fell before the 
Crescent in 145,'), and thus perished the ancient Roman 
power, till revived in a coming1 day—at least in its 
Western seat of power. 

THE CATACOMBS OF ROME. 

It has been calculated that these subterranean 
passages cover an extent of about 900 miles, and may 
contain about 7,000,000 of graves. They were dis¬ 
covered towards the close of the sixteenth century. Tn 
these gloomy abodes of the dead numerous Christians 
found a hiding-place and a grave during the pagan 
persecutions by Rome. 

EDOM— 

Is an interesting country of about 100 miles in length, 
and 20 miles broad. The Edomites were ihe descend-
anls of Esaii, Jacob's brother, "(lie people against 
whom the Lord hath indignation for ever" (Mai. i. 1-4). 
The cry of the exulting" Edomite over the downfall of 
Judah (Ps. cxxxvii. 7), and the active assistance given 
to the Chaldeans in the overthrow of Jerusalem and 
captivity oi the people (Olmdiah), will be , duly 
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answered in the coming crisis. Christ in awful retri¬ 
bution will bathe His sword in the land of Edom, 
staining His garments with the Wood of her people 
(Isa. lxiii. 1-6); this after the restoration of the 
Edomites to their now ruined cities and rock-hewn 
dwellings. But Judah will yet possess that land (Isa. 
xi. 14; Obadiuh 17-21), and the pride, strength, and 
wisdom of Edom perish for ever. 

PROPHETIC DATES. 
The seventy weeks of Dan. ix. give in full number 

490 years. From the commandment concerning the 
building of the city (verse 25), which is alone recorded 
in Neh. ii. (the decrees in Ezra referring to the Temple), 
till the public entrance of Messiah, the prince, into 
Jerusalem (Matt, xxi.), according to the prediction of 
Zechariah ix. 1 we have a period of 483 years. The 
last seven needed to complete the number are yet future, 
and the events recorded in Revelation from chap vi. to 
xix., 10 are embraced in that still future interesting 
period. Thus these 19 Christian centuries really form 
a parenthesis between the 69th week and the 70th. 

The periods of days in Daniel and Revelation, as 
1290, 1385, 1260, all refer to the last half of the future 
70th week. The first 3-̂  years of the seven ate not 
specially noticed in Scripture. The last named number 
•of days, 1260, equal to, and refers to the same time as 
42 months, and a time, times and half a time. The 
point from whence we reckon is the middle of the future 
week of seven yeare. 

DANIEL. 
We have a good deal of personal history and bio¬ 

graphy in the Prophets Jeremiah and Daniel, but so 
interwoven in the texture of their prophecies as to form 
svn integral part of their prophetic utterances. Daniel 
was of the seed royal of Judah, and was taken to 
Babylon when very young—probably 14 or 15 years old. 
There seems to have been an invasion of Judea, at least 
of Jerusalem, in the third year of the reign of Jehoia-



BIBLICAL NOTES, 15 

Id in, the third last king- of Judah (compare Daniel, 
chap. i. 1, with. 2 Kings xxiv. 1), when part of tha 
temple treasures were removed, and the King, Princes, 
and members of the royal family were taken captive 
to Babylon. This first attack upon Jerusalem took 
place nearly 20 years before the final sack of the city. 
Daniel, therefore, must have spent the greater part of 
his life in the Court of the Chaldeans, as he survived 
that dyansty, for we find him prophesying in the third 
year of Cyrus, King of Persia (chap. x. 1). The con-> 
sideration of these circumstances tend to give great 
weight to the confession of his own and the nation's 
sins (chap, ix.), for personally he could not have been 
a sharer, at least to any great extent, of the national 
guilt. 

PERIOD OF TTNWItfTTEN REVELATION. 

From Adam to Moses is a period of 25 centuries, 
that is, 2,f)00, years, in which there was no written 
revelation from God. Hieroglyphic inscriptions on 
stone, rock, lead, and other hard and imperishable 
material were the earliest forms of writing. Jehovah 
wrote the ten commandments on tables or slabs of stone; 
the Peninsula of Sinai is covered with rock inscriptions; 
the monuments of Egypt, the bricks of Babylon, and 
the exhumed remains of Ninevah bear witness to that 
most ancient style of writing; the first mention of a 
book is in Exodus xvii. 14. There is no proof, how¬ 
ever, that writing was practised even in its rudest forms 
prior to Moses, unless we except Job xix. 2-3, 24. 

WEST AND EAST. 

We would call attention to a curious circumstance, 
flint in (he tombs, and papyrus inscriptions, the 
''blessed west, and the "filthy east" are so spoken of, 
whereas in (lie sacred books of the Brahmans the order 
is reversed. It is with them the "filthy west" and 
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"blessed east." The respective positions of Egypt and 
India, as geographically situated west and east from 
the scene of the dispersion, would account for the differ¬ 
ence. From the Euphrates to Egypt the descendants 
of Ham would go west, while, of course, to occupy 
India, T?urmah, etc., the colonists would proceed east¬ 
ward. 

PEACE WITH GOD. 

Christ has made it (Col. i. 20), preached it to Jew 
and Gentile (Eph. ii. 17), bestowed it freely (John xx. 
19), left it for all Christians (John xiv. 27), and all 
such have it (Rom. v. 1). Peace with God about our 
sins, removes all fear of coming judgment, and this 
blessed knowledge, gained alone from Scripture, gives 
peace of conscience which cannot be lost, nor inter¬ 
rupted, nor impaired, for He at God's right hand is 
"our Peace" (Eph. ii. 14). He is it abidingly in the 
presence of God. Jesus, the Rock of Ages in heaven, 
laid on the Cross on earth in deepest ag'ony, the ground 
of that peace in which we nov; boast and joy. We have 
it, and know it on the sure ground of Scripture alone. 

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. 

Filled and full of the Spirit, when traced through 
Scripture shew nn exactness of thought generally over¬ 
looked. Filled refers to special service and testimony 
(Acts ii. 4; iv. 31). Full seems to indicate the normal 
state of a Christian (Acts vii. 55). The former term 
connects itself with Christian energy and service; the 
latter with the soul's enjoyment of Christ. Yo\i may 
:he filled with the Spirit more than once, as the two 
texts from Acts ii. and iv. prove. The carnal enjoy¬ 
ments of life are impossible to the soul who desires to 
be filled with the Spirit (Eph. v. 18). The two are 
set in sharp contrast. "Be filled with the Spirit," is 
an exhortation which, if obeyed, would transform the 
whole life, and turn the Christian into a spiritual giant. 



B I B L I C A L N O T E S 
Original and Selected. 

PART 10. 

TTTE SEVEN FEASTS OF JEHOVAH. 
(Lev. xxiii.) 

1. The Sabbath—God's eternal rest for man and 
creation (Heb. nii., iv.). 

2. The Passover—Shelter by blood, the foundation 
of all blessing and g'lory (1 Cor. v. 7). 

'5. The Feast of Unleavened Bread—Holiness of 
walk and life (1 Cor. v. 8). 

4. The Feast of Weeks—Pentecost, when the Holy 
Ghost came down and formed the Church (Acts ii.). 

5. The Feast of Trumpets—Israel again summoned 
and gathered to her land and God (Ps. lxxxi.). 

6. The day of Atonement—Israel coming1 into the 
blessing of redemption (Zech. xii.). 

7. The Feast of Tabernacles—Millennial glory of 
Israel (Zech. xiv. 16). 

HOLY VESSELS. 

In the enumeration of the holy vessels there is 
seeming confusion. From chapter xxv. 23-40 of Exodus 
we are in the "holy place," but the incense or golden 
altar is omitted in the description; so also in chapter 
xxvii., where "the court" is minutely described, the 
brazen laver is quite passed over. These omitted vessels 
are found in their true place, just where God in His own 
wisdom has placed them, that is, after the consecration 
of Aaron and his .sons to the priestly office (chapter 
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xxx.). Beginning with the ark and ending with the 
court, that is from within, or, from God to man, the 
great point is God rai-iovsly manifest inn Himself to 
man (chaps, XXV.-.NX vi i . ) ; while from chapters xxvi i i . -
x x x . , the main t hough t is Hie means by which -man can 
he brought holily and righteously to God; hence the 
place occupied in the divine description of the golden 
altar and brazen laver. 

PRAYER. 

The prayer of glory is addressed to the God of Jesus 
Christ (Eph. i. 17-23; the prayer of love to the Father 
of Jesus Christ (Eph. iii. 14-21). "Our Father is not 
the language of Jesus and His disciples, as some have 
supposed, but of the latter only, while "My Father". 
was spoken alone by Jesus. "My Father" and "Your 
Father" (John xx. 17)—while it maintains the distinc¬ 
tive blessedness of the believer, yet as distinctly marks 
off the pre-eminent place of Jesus. All Divine discip¬ 
linary dealing (Heb. xii. 9, 10), conduct, life (1 Peter 
i. 14-17), fellowship (1 John i), and restoration of soiil 
(1 John ii. 1), are referred to the "Father." It is also 
the Father's care (Luke xii. 30), love (John xvi. 27), 
grace (Matt. v. 45-48), goodness (Matt. vii. 11), words 
(John xvii. 8), and testimony (John xvii. 14), which 
forms, stays and comforts the soul of the saint in. his 
daily life. 

REFERENCES TO THE PENTATEUCH. 
In the historical books of the Old Testament "the 

Law of the Lord" is mentioned more than 30 times, 
while 15 times Moses is named as the giver or mediator 
of it. Again, in the New Testament, Moses is men¬ 
tioned 80 times; in about 40 of those instances the law¬ 
giver is expressly referred to as the deliverer of it. All 
the prophets refer to the Pentateuch. In Deuteronomy 
alone we meet with alxmt 30 express references to the 
previous books. But the chain of evidence is complete, 
the Divine legation of Mosas proved and vindicated, and 
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the authority of the whole Pentateuch amply vouched 
for, inasmuch as the Lord before the cross appealed to 
the writings of Moses as of equal authority with His 
own words (John v. 4G, 47); while after the cross He 
spake of them as the first great division of the Old 
Testament books (Luke xxiv. 44); also expounding them 
and applying them to the hearts of His two fellow-
travellers to Emmaus (verse 27). 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AS SEAL AND EARNEST; 
(Eph. L, verses 13, 14.) 

We are not sealed by the Spirit. We are sealed 
by God with the Spirit (2 Cor. i., 21, 22). The; Holy 
Spirit in us, given by God, is the seal that we belong 
to Him absolutely and for ever. It is individual action, 
as the baptism in the Spirit is a corporate act (1 Cor. 
xii. 13 n.v. Neither of these operations are repeated. 
A "second baptism' in the Spirit is unknown in Scrip¬ 
ture, although in some quarters loudly proclaimed. Then 
follows the other great truth: the Holy Spirit is "the 
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory." 
Thus the Spirit seals us for God, and is the earnest of 
the glory to come. By the Spirit we possess the cer¬ 
tainty and enjoyment of the Inheritance. We live in 
it, we breathe its atmosphere; we behold its beauties, 
we take part even now in its music and song. Our 
Inheritance, in its massiveness, its grandeur, its extent, 
leaves us amazed, and we can but exclaim with un¬ 
bounded rapture and delight, WHAT HATH GOD 

WltOUGHT ? 

DEFINITIONS OF SIN. 
SIN, missing the mark, which is God's moral glory 

(Rom. iii. 23). 

DARKNESS, fundamental and final ignorance of God 
Who is light (John i. 5; 1 John i. 5). 
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TRANSGRESSION, breaking a known command; passing1 

over a boundary (Rom. v. 14). 

INIQUITY, morally distorted or perverted; contrary to 
equity (Ps. xxxii. 5). 

DEFILEMENT, moral or ceremonial uncleanne.ss. 

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, state of, or inconsistency with one's 
relationships to God or man. 

GUILT (a judicial term), amenable to punishment. 

GUILE, fraud, deceit. 

SIN is lawlessness (1 John iii. 4, see R.V.). 

GOD'S THREEFOLD CHARACTER OF LOVE. 

God's love toward us for life and propitiation (1 
John iv. 9, 10). God's love/M. us for love and communion 
(1 John iv. 12). God's love -with us for blessing in the 
day of judgment (1 John iv. 17). 

TEN DISTINCT TITLES APPLIED TO SATAN. 

(a) Serpent—seducer. 

(h) Devil—tempter. 

(c) Satan—adversary. 

(d) Great Dra/jon—cruelty. 

(e) God of tlri.t world—head of its religion. 

(/) Prince of this world—head of its power. 

(//) Prince of the power of the air—head of the 
wicked spiritual world. 

(Ji) Kinij of the hoi to nil ess pit—commands the 
power of darkness . 

(/) Roarlnij lion (to (lie carelesx)—seeking his prey . 

(j) Atu/el of light (to the watchful)—seeking to 
deceive the saints. 
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A TRUTH TERSELY STATED. 
"Though, limitless ilie universe, and gloriously grand, 
He knows the eternal story of every grain of sand." 

BROUGHT TO GOD. 

Paul conducts us through depths of moral pollution 
up to God Himself—to rejoice in Him (Rom. v. 11). 
Peter tells us that Christ suffered the just for the unjiist 
that He might bring us to God (1 Peter iii. 18). Prac¬ 
tically accept this truth, and the battle and conflict of 
life are won. It is GoiVs righteousness which has been 
displayed in our justification (Rom. iii. 22). It Is (rod's 
rest we are going to share (Heb. iv. 1). It is God's 
glory we have a part in (Rom. v. 2). It is God's Word 
we have as authority (2 Tim. iii. 15-17). It i.s God's 
gift we have as our priceless treasure (2 Cor. ix. 15). 
It is God's Spirit in us which is our power and energy 
(Rom. viii. 9). It is God's salvation we enjoy (2 Tim. 
i. 9). It is God's assembly in which we have individu¬ 
ally our place (1 Cor. xii. 28). It is {God's work in 
which we are engaged (1 Cor. xv. 58). He arranges the 
weather (Matt. xxiv. 20).; numbers the hairs of our 
head (Matt. x. -SO); our garments, our feet, our food, 
our trials are subjects of His tender love and solicitude 
(Deut. viii.; Luke xii.). He is the guide, strength, 
resource, joy, and salvation of His people. 

EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

Chap. i.—We have Christ the Christian's life. 

Chap. ii.—We have Christ the Christian's pattern. 

Chap. iii.—We have Christ the Christian's ohject. 

Chap, iv.— We have Christ the Christian's streiujth. 

This Epistle delienates Christian experience as wit¬ 
nessed in Christ, Paul, and others. The word "Apostle" 
does not once occur. 
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NAMES OF SATAN. 

The names Satan, adversary, and Devil, accuser, 
occur in the Scriptures, the former about 42 times, and 
the latter about 50 times; they are also found in con¬ 
junction in such passages as Matt. iv. 10, 11; Rev. xx. 
2. It seems to us preposterous to deny the personality 
of Satan, who is a spiritual being, and the leader of the 
fallen hosts of spiritual beings. 

OUR CLOSING WORD. 

" Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise, O ye Servants of the Lord. 

Praise the name of the Lord.'* 

Hallelujah! 


