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THE MORAL FEATURES OF A 

MAN OF GOD. 

fliAB. I. 1-4, 12 ; rx. 1-4 ; III. 16-19.) 

I HAVE read these scriptures after deep exer-
cise in regard to God's people and the result 
of that exercise is that I want to speak to 
you on subjects that are intensely important, 
and to draw your attention to some practical 
things that I trust may be for our profit and 
blessing. I am sure they will be so if there 
is exercise in regard to what we have read. 

One thing that has struck me since I have 
beets here is that I see such a number of young 
people, and I am rather diverted from the 
course I intended, to take in regard to my 
subject. My subject is this—the man of 
God. The moral features of a man of God 
and his sensibilities—that will be my subject 
in a few words. 

I will say this, that the man of God comes 
to light in days of departure, and you will 
find if you look through scripture that there 
are certain men designated as men of God— 
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and you will invariably find that the man of 
God comes to light in a time of general de-
parture. Bear that in mind. Now I think 
it is a moment for the man of God at the 
present time. One would desire greatly for 
oneself and for you all that you may come 
into this and that you may desire to be a 
man of God at this juncture. 

I remember my beloved mother years ago 
when I was a boy, how often she said to me 
looking at me through her tears, " I would 
rather see you a man of God than anything 
else. I should not care if you break stones 
by the wayside for a living so long as you are 
a man of God." That is what she desired 
for me, and no advancement in this world 
whatever. I am thankful for it and I often 
think of it. She did not merely desire that 
I should be converted and go to heaven at 
last, but that I should be a man of God down 
here. That was her desire and it is a very 
great thing. I feel for myself how poorly I 
have answered to it, still I may say that I 
desire to be that more than anything, to be 
a man of God—not a preacher or a teacher 
or anything of that kind, but a man of God. 

Inasmuch as we have here a number of 
young people I have to say what I did not 
intend to say, that to be a man of God you 
must know God. You must know Him first, 
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secondly you must be with Him, and thirdly 
you must be for Him. Those are the three 
things. 

I was told not long since by a brother who 
was a personal friend of a dear servant of 
Christ well known to all of us, that when he 
was dying he said to this friend, " I will tell 
you what is my dying wish for you. It is 
that you would preserve the thought of 
intense individuality." He did not mean by 
that, that he would divert him from what is 
corporate ; but every 	thing rests here, as to 
whether we are intensely individual. Never 
mind other people, it is easy enough to go 
along in crowds, especially in a crowd that 
is in the majority. You may go in a crowd 
and not have any affection at all or any his-
tory at all. It is personal history and affec-
tion that we need. We are .where we are, 
and we do what we do, because of personal 
history and affection. 

If you think of what is corporate, you must 
admit that blessing depends upon our indi-
vidual condition, it must depend upon that. 
Another thing is that while we have rejoiced 
in the truth and have had brought before us 
that which is corporate and what is due to 
the assembly, which has been so blessedly 
maintained by the Spirit and has been fruitful 
in _result—I admit all that—yet on the other 
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hand we have our own personal history and 
,cannot set it aside. That is what is in my 
mind in these. discourses. 

Very well, then, first to be a man of God 
you must, know God. You cannot be a man 
of God without knowing Him, that is as 
certain as anything can be, it goes without 
saying. 

Those who are older will bear with me 
while I dwell a little upon a point that I did 
not intend to dwell upon. I put it to you all-,--
What has the gospel done for you ? What 
does God propose in the gospel ? What is the 
,nature, of; the proposal in the gospel ? I 
_draw your attention to this. You will not 
find in reading the Acts, where we have the 
inspired record of the proclamation of the 
.gospel—you will not find in any one of those 
,addresses any such thought as this, that if 
the audience believed what was presented to 
them they would go to heaven. There is 
not one such thought from beginning to end. 
it is not put in that way, and if you pay 
,attention to these things they will help you. 

What is the nature of the proposal in the 
,gospel ? Not a word is said about heaven—
,not a word. Is that not singular ? Does 
.that arrest your attention ? It should do so. 
What then is the nature of the proposal ? 
•The nature of the proposal is that you should 
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be forgiven, that you should have remission• 
of sins, and that you should have the Spirit-
and thus the knowledge of God. 

It is the knowledge of God that is proposed 
in the gospel and in such a way that the 
knowledge of God shall make you happy here 
and now. That is it. That is the nature of 
the proposal. Is not that splendid ? I could 
dwell all the evening on that one point, it isi 
so excessively important. We have escaped! 
from hell and shall be happy by-and-by. 
That is in it, but that is not the nature 
of the gospel. The nature of the proposal is 
that you should know God and that you should 
be happy now and that your happiness should 
not depend upon your circumstances here. 
What a splendid proposal. 

Your knowledge of God will make you so 
supremely happy that your happiness will 
not be dependent upon circumstances, whether 
you have a long purse or a short one, or 
whether you live in a cottage or a palace. 
None of these things constitute the happiness 
of those who love the Lord. " The kingdom 
of God is not in meat and drink, but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

Now I would ask this personal question 
of every one here : Do you find your joy 
in the knowledge of God Himself ? That is 
it. As it says in one of the prophets : " Let 
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not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the 
rich man glory in his riches, nor the strong 
man in his strength ; but he that glorieth let 
him glory in this, that he knows me and 
understands me, saith the Lord." There is 
something morally elevating in the know-
ledge of God, and it puts a true dignity upon 
you. You are to be brought into the know-
ledge of God, that is the nature of the 
proposal that is unfolded in the gospel. 

Lest you should be mistaken by my remarks 
if I speak of heaven, let me add that after we 
receive the Holy Ghost heaven is spoken of, 
and heaven is always connected with the pur-
pose of God, with the love that wants me there. 
There must be the love of God in the heart 
in order to understand what is heavenly. 
It is absolutely necessary to have ourselves 
pulled up in regard of these things. Do you 
know God ? Does it give you pleasure to 
think of God ? Has the knowledge of God 
brightened your life ? Do you know Him 2  
What a real thing it is to know the blessed 
God. 

I do not ask if you know the truth, this, 
that, or the other, but do you know God— 
Himself ? He does what He does, and gives 
what He gives, in order that we may know 
Him, who He is and what B.e is. Whatever 
God does and whatever He gives, the con- 
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summation of it all is that we may know the 
blessed One who has done it all. Think of 
forgiveness, I know the blessed God who has 
forgiven me, therefore I am pretty sure of 
my forgiveness. Whatever the blessing may 
be, it is all in order that I may know God who 
gives me the blessing. 

The consummation of it all is that we may 
know God, and the more we are taught by 
the Spirit the more we take in the knowledge 
of God. The truth is unfolded to us, but be-
hind it all is the knowledge of the blessed 
God. That is the part that I did not intend 
to say, but I trust it may be of some value 
to those who are young in the faith, as well 
as some incitement to us who are older. My 
true expansion lies in my knowledge of God—
not in my knowledge of the truth. We may 
talk of all manner of things, but do we know 
God ? that is the question. 

Let me tell you that your knowledge of 
God is discovered to you in need—in ad-
versity. Adverse circumstances will expose 
to you your knowledge of God. If you 
sink under adversity your spiritual strength 
is small, and He permits this state to come 
upon us to shew how little has been our ad-
vancement. A dear brother whom I knew 
some years ago, and who was well taught in 
the truth, said to me, as he lay on his death- 
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bed, while the tears ran down his cheeks, 
" My dear brother, I have had to come here 
to find out how very little I really did know." 

It is a fine thing to have your true measure 
with God. Never mind what the brethren 
think about you. You may have a spiritual 
reputation and it may not be worth one 
straw. It is what God thinks about you. 
I am not diverting you from that which is 
corporate and which is so blessed, which we 
know and enjoy in regard to the truth of the 
house of God and other things, but I im-
press upon you the individual side, as I told 
you that dear brother said, I commend to 
you the thought of intense individuality." 

I come now to another thing and that is 
to be with God. The man of God knows God 
and he is with Rim. It is interesting to 
see that the man of God comes to light in a 
dark hour. The first man of God is Moses—
I allude to-  him as the first man of God—I 
mean in historical order. The fourth book 
of the Psalms begins with Psalm xc., and is 
the prayer of the man of God—Moses. This 
book has for its subject the bringing in of 
the only begotten Son into the world ; it is 
the setting up of what is so largely spoken of 
in scripture—the world to come—and the 
prayer of Moses stands at the head of that 
book of the psalms. 
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You remember how the book so sweetly 
closes—I cannot refrain from alluding to it—
" All the people shall say, Amen." I pass 
from this world and all its confusion. How 
can you be with God without feeling what is 
going on around you ? Do you think there 
is such a thing as being separate from the 
confusion and yet being indifferent to it ? 
Surely not. 

If I am with God I have sensibilities and 
I feel what sad confusion this poor world is in ; 
but it will be ended—Christ will end all the 
confusion, and He will end the confusion 
in your soul—but I speak now of the world 
to come. " All the people shall say, Amen." 
It is the triumph of God. It often looks as 
if Satan is having his own way in the confusion 
that is going on. All the confusion is the 
result of the will of man. When your will 
is gone there is no confusion in your soul ; 
" Every one shall say, Amen." How one's 
heart rejoices to think of that. 

I remember telling a young man this some 
years ago. He was a highly sensitive man, 
and he said to me, " I am very thankful for 
what you have told me, for I always had the 
feeling that the devil would get the best of 
it, but now I see that God shall have the best 
of it." He rejoiced in the thought that God 
would have His way and His will on this 
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earth. Think of it. Everybody in the world 
under one love and under one will. So shall 
it be. He will bring it about. He will bring 
man down—man will be weakened down to 
it—and in his misery and in his weariness 
he will come right down and will find God 
there—then he will be lifted up. Thank 
God. 

It is a long history I know, but still the end 
will be that all shall say Amen. " All the 
people shall say, Amen." Every one will 
be under one love and under one will. What 
a magnificent thing that is. Now you and 
I sojourning here and passing through to our 
heavenly rest can find comfort and rest in 
the thought of what God will have down here 
at the end. It is the triumph of God. 

Moses prays for the world to come. He 
prays in the presence of the awful confusion 
recorded in Numbers xiv. Israel had turned 
their backs on the purpose of God, and had 
come under the judgment of God govern-
mentally, and God says, " Their camases 
shall fall in the wilderness " ; but in the 
midst of it all how blessed it is—in the 
midst of disaster God says, " As I live, saith 
the Lord, the whole earth shall be full of my 
glory." The dark departure of Israel suffering 
under God's hand—and righteously so—and 
yet God says, " The whole earth shall be full 
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of my glory." Nothing shall defeat My 
purpose. 

The first prayer of the man of God is con-
nected with the condition of things set before 
us in the fourth book of psalms. He knew 
God, and when a man knows God he can speak 
boldly to God. He knew God, and he says, 
" From everlasting to everlasting thou art 
God." That is the man of God—he knows 
God. As He said in Exodus iii., when Moses 
said, " What shall I say when the people 
challenge me as to who has sent me ? " God 
says, " You say -I AM THAT I AM hath 
sent you." I remain what I am and nothing 
can change me. That is what God is. By-
and-by Israel will find out the I AM in Jesus. 
We have found it out in Him. If we have 
found anything we have found God in Jesus, 
that He is the I AM. 

" Before Abraham was I AM." He is the 
One who was before Abraham, and poor 
Israel by-and-by will learn the meaning- of 
Jesus. Does your heart delight in the thought 
of that ? Moses says it, and he prays for it 
and he prays for the world to come. He 
states what man is and he states what God is. 
Then having stated what man is--as I have 
often said—Moses reads the funeral service. 
Most people are under Moses, but Christians 
have no funeral service. 
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He is so with God that he feels the condition 
of God's people and he bears it up before 
God on his spirit. That is the mark of a 
spiritual man. Being indifferent to the ruin 
of*the church or looking at the church from 
the responsibility side is no proof of spiri-
tuality, but otherwise. It is impossible for 
a man to be with God in the knowledge of 
what the church should have been in responsi-
bility without being affected by it. As sure 
as anything, that will be the first thing. I 
do not say that such an one will get under 
the power of evil, but he will feel it ; he will 
have sensibilities. 

Did you ever shed a tear over the ruin of 
the church ? Have you felt the terrible 
disaster—I am looking at the church from 
that aspect in which it is proper to look at 
it. You cannot be with God without feeling 
the condition of things—not only in the world, 
but the poor church in its awful confusion, the 
apostasy it is in—most terribly. If you are 
with God you will feel it. I could give you 
many scriptures to shew you what I say. In 
Ezekiel you find the mark was to be put on 
those who cried for the abominations that 
were done. You remember in chapter ix. 
judgment was to begin at the house of God, 
but there was a mark to be put on those who 
sighed and cried. That man will be richly 
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compensated, and he will know God in a 
peculiar way, that is certain. 

Now this man cried. He bore the burden 
before God, though he was not under grace 
as we are. From verse 5 onward to verse 12 
God says, I am going to punish My people. 
He will bring up the Assyrians to punish His 
people. Now look, Habakkuk bows and says, 
" Art thou not from everlasting, 0 Lord 
my God ? . . . we shall not die." That is like 
Moses--" Thou, Lord, art from everlasting to 
everlasting." 

God sends up the Assyrians. They are 
allowed of God to chastise the people. " Thou 
hast established them for correction." But 
he bows and says, " We shall not be crushed, 
we shall not die." 

What ptomotes life amongst us ? The 
promotion of life has been the trials of the 
last five years, but we have not been killed 
by them. There has been life out of it, far 
more life out of it than sitting here reading 
the scriptures which we do so comfortably. 
I have often asked, What is going to happen 
to make the truth good in our souls ? 

My beloved young brethren, do you ex-
pect anything from this world ? Are you 
astonished at what people do ? Why are you 
astonished ? I am not astonished, I have 
thought this last week, why am I allowed to 
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live here ? If Satan had his way he would 
crush me. It is the mercy of God, the pro-
tection of God that keeps you. I beg your 
attention to these things. God has kept you. 
If the devil had his way he would sweep us 
out of this world, and so I do not expect 
anything from it. Do you get disappointed 
because man is unrighteous ? Have you 
realised the fact that there is no good in man ? 
We find it out the moment things happen 
wrongly, but do we believe what we say—
" there is none righteous, no not one " ? " Thou 
hast established them for correction." We 
shall not die. By these things men live, and 
in all these things is the life of my spirit. 

Would you like a simple pathway, to glide 
down the stream of time without any exer-
cises and without a deeper knowledge of 
God ? It is in your trials that you get a 
deeper knowledge of God. It is a splendid. 
moment in your history when you are shut 
up to God and no one can help you but God. 
It is the finest thing that can happen to you 
and you never forget it. You learn what 
God can do for you in a strait where no human 
help can come. 	Thou hast established it 
for correction," and then he calls God his 
rock. " Thou art a rock " ; I like that. 
God is called a rock. 

There are two ways in which He is called 
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a rock in Hebrew. The first thing is rock 
toad shelter, and the other word is a rock 
of impregnability, and that is a rock on which 
you stand unmoved. It is the same word 
that is used for the city of Tyre, which was 
built on a rock right out at sea, and all 
the waves of the sea could not disturb it. 
You are sheltered in the rock and you are 
immovable on the rock. God is the Rock. 
Moses says in his song, " They forsook the 
rock," and all along the chapter you notice 
it—He is the Rock. That is a fine thing. 
Do you stand on it ? My blessing lies in 
what God is to my heart. People may change, 
circumstances may change, but He abides 
what He is. May the Lord give you a deep 
sense in your soul of knowing Him as the 
Rock. 

Habakkuk pursues his subject. He says, 
I do not understand it. The people you are 

using to discipline your people are worse than 
the people you are disciplining. I do not 
understand it." What is ha going to do now ? 
How is the problem to be solved ? He says, 
" I will go up into my watch-tower and see 
what answer He will give." Here we have 
it. The man of God is seen here, it is the 
house seen here. These are the things of 
God. He gets above it all and gets where 
there is a solution for every 	thing in the house, 
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and he gets the solution. What is God's 
answer to that ?—to all the upheavals ? 

Blessed man that he is, blessed in his sorrow. 
He loved God and he loved His people. He 
is not thinking of himself at all, he' is thinking 
about God's people. Now he gets up into 
the tower and what does he see there ? He 
saw a vision. What did he see ? The world 
to come. He was to write it. The Lord said, 
" Write the vision." Write it down, not only 
so, engrave it in tablets. 	Where is the 
engraving? In Hebrews xi. it is seen. There 
were Abel, Enoch, Noah; Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, they are all written there livingly, they 
were in the faith of the world to come, and 
it is written there. 

Is it written on your heart ? Write it 
there livingly. Engrave it there livingly, so 
that those who read may run. 

If you live in the light of another world 
you run out of this world. It is because we 
are so much at home in this world that we do 
not run out of it. If you live in the light of 
the world that is set forth in Hebrews, and 
in the light of that blessed Man who lives 
before God, you come into the light of another 
world and you hasten out of this. Hence the 
running. "Let us run with patience the 
race." " Let us run." 

It is no use telling me to be unworldly ; 
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you must give me the light and joy of another 
world to make me leave this world. I must 
have the light of another world. God grant 
that we may cultivate being with God, that 
we may know what being with God means ; 
we may talk about it and explain it, but we 
must be there with God, and when you are 
there, there is no confusion there. Christ is 
there—not the Christ in connection with your 
need, though that is very blessed, too, in the 
early part—but it is Christ there, the Man for 
God's pleasure, in whom that moral feature 
of the world to come is seen. Every feature 
in Him will be displayed by-and-by. And 
so it says here that he was to write it so that 
he who reads may run. 

The vision is to be for an appointed time : 
though it tarry, wait for it ; because it will 
surely come." Do you not see how the Spirit 
of God transposes it ! " He that shall come 
will come." (Hob. x. 37.) 

It can only be in the light of the world to 
come. " He that shall come  will come, and 
will not tarry." We wait for Him. He will 
set up what we enjoy in His blessed company 
now, We see Him now, the Man for God's 
pleasure—every moral feature is found in 
Him and He is the One who will bring others 
into His moral features. Let me pause be-
fore such a thing. 
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You remember the dying thief. We often 
admire the grace that could say, " To day 
shalt thou be with me," and we know very 
well that his title to be there was because 
the Person who was dying by his side was 
dying for him. The Spirit of God was brooding 
over the soul of that man, and was working 
there and making that man move away from 
himself. Did you ever think of that ? He 
said, " I have done everything amiss," but 
he goes from the man who has done everything 
amiss to the Man who has done nothing amiss. 

He travelled that moral journey from 
himself to Christ—he recognised the moral 
beauty of the One there by his side. 

He looked underneath it all, his eye guided 
by the Spirit, and he came to the blessed con-
clusion that none other than He should be 
King, and so he says, " Remember me when 
thou comest in thy kingdom." (Luke xxiii. 43.) 

Think of Him there, an Object of scorn, 
but he could see under all that the moral 
beauty of the Man who was there and say, 
" Remember me." " None but Thou canst be 
King." He passed in a rapid moment, though 
perhaps it takes us years and years to travel—
the journey from self to Christ so that Christ 
may be before your heart and not yourself 
at all. Think of the moral perception of the 
man who could see underneath that shame 
and scorn that none other could be King. 



THE MORAL FEATURES OF A MAN OF GOD. 21 

Now Habakkuk gets his text—" The just 
shall live by faith, but his soul that is lifted 
up is not upright." If your soul is inflated 
you are not upright. " The soul that is lifted up 
is not upright, but the just shall live by faith." 

I come now to the final features. The 
Lord says, " The whole earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." In the middle 
of all that black description of what man is, 
God speaks and says, " As the waters cover 
the sea, so the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord shall cover the earth." What a blessed 
thing ! 

Now I come to the end. He gets the prayer. 
If you are marked by these sensibilities you 
are to be a man of prayer. These are the 
days when we are to be here for God. 

On the one hand feeling what is around us, 
but on the other hand knowing what shall be. 
In the light of that other world we can be in 
God's hand and can move forward. We do 
not want to be unduly depressed. I would 
rather live now than at Pentecost. I would 
rather be here just now than seven years ago. 
Why ? It is the moment when we can learn 
what the Lord can do and what He can be 
for us in the power of the Spirit. 

So he prays, " Revive thy work, 0 Lord." 
Your true interest in anything is seen in the 
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measure in which you are interestedLin it 
privately—when no eye but God's can rest 
upon you. In the light of what he has seen 
here in chapter ii, he prays, " Revive thy 
work, 0 Lord." 

There is going to be a revival—not of such 
a kind that it will attract the attention of men 
—but a true and deep revival• of affection 
right in the heart, of affection for Christ. 
That is the nature of the revival. Not only 
so, but it is coming as certain as I am here, 
and there will accompany that revival a deep 
evangelical feeling that will flow out to others, 
for it is impossible to have a deep sense of the 

.love of Christ without its flowing out to others. 
Not in the excitement of nature, but a true, deep 
working of the Spirit, and let me say to you, 
that the measure in which you mourn for 
the ruin is the measure in which you will be 
used to those who are in it. 

You can separate from it in a cold, legal way 
without a touch of feeling, but I believe that 
those who take the ground of 2 Timothy will 
be marked by brokenness of spirit. If we 
are to separate from evil you will depart with 
a mourning spirit and a broken heart, because 
you see things in the light of the glory of God. 

Can you understand a broken heart and a 
rejoicing heart ? I am afraid of a legal 
separation where there is no feeling ; there 
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must be feeling, or it is not of God. You 
may judge how far you have taken that line. 
The majority of us have never had to take 
that position—we 'have never had the pain, 
the excessive pain, of separation ; but if you 
do you will be tender and gracious. You 
will not say, Let us hoist our flag and stand 
up. That is not of the Spirit. You can be 
faithful and yet have the gracious Spirit of 
Christ. That is what we want, the gracious 
Spirit of Christ, and yet to be true to principles 
—but to have this tender feeling. 

You come to the end of the book. I 
do not know anything that speaks of the 
collapse of a man so strongly as verse 16 of 
this chapter. It is a verse that we have often 
looked at and considered, this and verse 17. 
"My belly trembled; my lips quivered at 
the voice : rottenness entered into my bones, 
and I trembled in myself." It is in accord 
with his testimony. All these things shew 
the total collapse of the man. 

" Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield 
no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls." What desolation. What a collapse 
of man, and what desolation of his circum-
stances. But now look—" Yet."—" Yet I 
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will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation." My heart is deeply affected. 
I long to know this better. It is here that 
the man is proved as to what he is. " Yet 
—notwithstanding my utter collapse—these 
circumstances of utter desolation. 

There comes from such a man a sweet song 
to God. That is the music that God loves 
to hear. I put my ear close to it and I come 
to the blessed Person in God's presence. 
Dark and desolate are the circumstances, 
but I am in the presence of perfection in the 
midst of disaster. There was not one bright 
spot for Jesus, God's true Servant, but He 
says, " I will praise thee." Not for others 
but praise for God.. A song for the ear of 
God. How God's ear—the Father's ear—
turned to the sweetness of it. " I thank thee, 
0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth." 

How dark the circumstances, nothing could 
be darker, but a note of praise came from His 
blessed lips. How God loves Him for it. 
How sweet is the music from a broken heart. 
No will there. " Even so, Father ; for so 
it seemed good in thy sight." A note of praise 
came up. Where is this going on ? I am 
permitted sometimes to see it and my heart 
is glad. The note comes up sweetly to Him. 
No memory recitation of truth. Mere repe-
tition of truth is not praise ; but from a broken 
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heart that feels deeply, and a heart subject 
to the things of God, rises the song to the chief 
Singer upon stringed instruments. That is it. 

The Apostle Paul in the dark circumstances 
in the prison at Rome, suffering through his 
own failure—though we speak very carefully 
of that—could sayb  " Rejoice in the Lord 
alway : and again I say, Rejoice:" I may 
write that upon a piece of paper—I have done 
so and have had to burn it because I was not 
up to it—but you must be there yourself, 
it is no use indulging in platitudes, but the 
apostle says, " Rejoice in the Lord alway." 
He is a prisoner, he is in dark circumstances, 
but he has a rejoicing heart. His heart re-
joices even in .that dark cell. I think I can 
hear the jailer say, He is the same kind 
of man as he was when we first knew him ; 
when he was thrust into the inner prison he 
sang praises to God." 

I am afraid some of our songs are dying 
down. How sweetly we sang under pressure ; 
now the pressure is removed, what then ? 
It is pressure that brings it out, as it is, here. 

May the Lord in His grace be pleased to bless 
these few remarks. I am sure that you 
must know God in order that you may be 
with Him, and if you are with Him you know 
Him ; that is the man of God. 

Will you be a man of God ? 



THE SERVANT OF GOD AND 

HIS CHARACTERISTICS. 
• 

(Exo. xxr. 1-6 ; PSa. ra.. 5-9., lac 	1-11.) 

You.  will remember that in my last address 
the subject was the " man, of God." I de-
sired to shew the features of the man of God ; 
the sensibilities of the man of God, and the 
resources of the man of God ; and I made the 
remark that I supposed we all pretty well 
knew that the man of God comes to light when 
things are going to' the bad ; God has had in 
the last days those who have stood for Him, 
and therefore the man of God conies to 
light in a dark day, such a day as we are in 
at. the present moment. 

I am speaking now of the condition of the 
church of God looked at down here, set up 
in responsibility, in great privilege, but re-
sponsibility. 

That was my subject last week, and I will 
endeavour now to bring before you another 
subject of importance which I trust will be 
of help to you, and that is—the servant-'of 
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God. I want to say a. little to you about 
it that may be of a practical nature, because 
that is what is on my mind, not so much to 
unfold the truth but to turn to some points 
that may be of real value to us at this moment, 
and I trust that something may come to you 
that will be of practical value. 

Now the passages I have read are well 
known to us all, and we have before us in the 
precept which is found in the Book of Exodus 
(we all know it and delight in it), we have 
before us the Lord Jesus Christ, the perfect 
Servant. 

You will remember doubtless that God 
acted in the thought of the deliverance of . His 
people Israel, the object of that deliverance 
was that they should be set free to serve Him. 
You remember how God spoke in the early 
part of this book, " Let my, son go, that he 
may serve me." That was the object of His 
deliverance and His intervention. He re-
garded Israel in that light ; there was affec-
tion and it is " Let my son go, that he may 
serve me." " His firstborn son," which 
gives us at once the thought that all true 
service must be rendered in affection. 

I want to give you a practical thought. 
The spring of all true service lies in affection. 

I need scarcely say that the word servant 
refers particularly to that which is priestly. 
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They were set free in order that they might 
be a nation of priests—that was the thought 
that God had—to serve Him in that way. 
That is the thought very largely. It is not as 
we understand it, activity in service going 
out to others, though that is true, as we have 
seen in our readings in the Book of Numbers, 
but I call attention to the fact that no service 
could possibly be pleasing to God that had not 
love for its source and spring. 

Love is the spring of all true service. It 
has often been remarked how touching it is 
when we come to this first precept given to 
Israel, we see the way in which God will be 
served. The priest is a most beautiful type 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Love is demanded, 
as you know, in the previous chapter, it is God 
demanding love ; but here there was one, 
in precept the type of the Lord, who re-
sponds. The blessed Lord came into Manhood 
to be a Servant. He came in by His body 
and He served, and His service was so perfect 
that He could go out free; having served 
perfectly He could go out by Himself. But 
He plainly said, I love my master, my wife, 
and my children ; I will not go out free." 
What then is the spring of all that service 
—" I love." 

How sweetly it sounds after chapter xx. 
where love is demanded. Here we have in 
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precept a type of Christ where His heart 
responds to God ; He has found One to respond 
to Him, " I love." 

Well then, that is the spring of all true ser-
vice. You know very well in the Gospel by 
Mark—which presents the Lord in the per-
fection of His service—that the Servant is the 
Son of God. It is, in the spirit of sonship that 
true service is rendered. The Servant is the 
Son of God, but there is no genealogy in Mark, 
you are immediately presented to the Son of 
God who comes to serve. 

Then you get all the features in that early 
chapter of Mark. He is greeted as Son, He 
is in touch with heaven ; He is morally with 
God, He is victorious over Satan, and He moves 
forward in Mark i. as the perfect Servant. 
He is the Son of God. He is in that relation-
ship, and in that relationship He serves, and 
all His service is set forth in Mark in a blessed 
way ; not only what He did but the way in 
which He did it ; all His service was rendered 
in the Tower of love. That is, His communion 
was unbroken, and hence His service was the 
outcome of a condition in which He was 
abidingly without anything to hinder ; so the 
service of the Gospel of Mark was carried out 
in the communion of the Gospel of John. 
Thus it always is, affection is behind all true 
service ; there is no legality in true service, 
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it is a joyful thing, and has for its spring 
divine love. 

Here we have at once the One who is pre-
sented as the true Servant. He went to the 
door-post. We are introduced to it in Isaiah, 
where you have the servant and the door-post, 
it all comes to light in that book. Here it 
is that in the precept you have the " I love." 
In the ark of the covenant you have the •" I 
love." The ark was a beautiful type of Christ. 
You go from precept to furniture, and from 
the furniture to the psalm where you get the 
prophetic scripture. 

You need the Spirit, but the ark of the 
covenant was a piece of furniture, there was 
nothing in it in itself save what it teaches ; 
but when you come to Psalm xl. it is 'more 
living. You have the ark of the covenant, 
but it is prophetic of Christ. He is living and 
we go back and understand it ; we understand 
the furniture and the precept, as we go back 
from Psalm xl. and see how livingly He speaks 
in this remarkable psalm. 

This psalm is very beautiful in its order, 
the first four verses being the conclusion 
and verse 5 being where it begins. It really 
begins, " Many, 0 Lord my God, are thy 
wonderful works which thou hast done, and 
thy thoughts which are to us-ward." 

I pause for one moment and ask you all 
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where you learn the thoughts of God towards 
you ? In Christ. What a blessed thing it is 
to know that Christ is so great and can pre-
sent all the thoughts of God. What a won-
derful Person ! You see there " Sacrifice and 
offering thou didst not desire." They were 
imperfect, but we have taken up the type and 
we hear His voice, " Lo, I come to do thy 
will, 0 God. A body hast thou prepared 
me." He comes in by His body in that way, 
and then He says, I delight to do thy will, 
0 my God : yea, thy law is within my heart." 

How striking it is and necessary for us to 
remember that whatever we desire to be and 
whatever we ought to be is presented livihgly 
in a Person, and you cannot be what you 
desire to be or what you ought to be unless 
you are under the influence of Christ. There 
isnothing could possibly give God pleasure 
that does not find its spring in Christ. 

It is all seen in Him, and hence we need to 
come under His influence to answer to Him 
for the pleasure of God. No matter what it 
may be, it is in Christ you see it ; in. Christ 
you learn it, but let me say this, that the 
ministry is effectual only in the measure in 
which Christ is presented to the affections of 
God's people ; no matter what you may be 
calling attention to, everything is vested in 
Christ, and everything is effectual only in the 
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measure in which Christ is presented to His 
people. I may take up things in an abstract 
way, but everything is presented in Christ, 
and I trust the Spirit will help me to present 
Christ ; no matter what *the subject may be 
that I am pressing, it is in Christ and that is 
where we learn it. 

Well now, having said that, I will move 
on immediately to what is more directly before 
me. I have read this psalm because it is 
where Christ is seen as the One who answers 
to the covenant. " I delight to do thy will, 
O my God : ye'a, thy law is within my heart." 
The One who loves is there, and there was 
everything in that blessed Man responsive 
to God for His pleasure ; everything that was 
well-pleasing to God was found in Him. Any-
thing that comes from you or from me must 
come that way, it is in the measure in which 
we are under His influence that there could 
possibly be anything for God's pleasure. 

I come now to Isaiah, and would say this 
first, that there are two books of Isaiah ; I 
mean there are two distinct parts of the Book 
of the prophet Isaiah, and each book is intro-
duced by a king, as far as I understand 
it. The first part of chapter vi. starts, " In 
the year that king Uzziah died." There is 
a leprous king introduced there, a kind of 
frontispiece. The leprous king represented the 
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uncleanness" of the nation. There was the 
glory of the Lord and the prophet discovered 
that he was unclean, he was leprous ; and 
therefore the key to that section of Isaiah lies 
in the word " holiness." There are the sera-
phim, representing holiness, and hence that 
part of Isaiah is connected very largely with 
holiness. He is the Holy One—if you will 
pursue it. 

In the next part of Isaiah you get intro-
duced to another king, Hezekiah, and the 
principle of death and resurrection comes to 
light. He was recovered from his sickness ; 
that is the frontispiece to the second part of 
Isaiah, and the key to that part of Isaiah 
which we are now about to consider lies in 
the word " righteousness." On the one hand 
the seraphim are there giving character to 
it, and on the other hand there are the cheru-
bim where you have the thought of righteous-
ness. Hence the word righteousness occurs 
about fifty times in the second part of this 
book. I have referred to that' hurriedly but 
it is very interesting. 

Now what is introduced in this second part 
is the servant. The servant has a great place 
in this part of the book, if you will notice, 
" Israel my servant," " Jacob my servant." 
It constantly speaks of the servant, that is 
another word which is a key to this part of 
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Isaiah. It is the servant. Israel and Jacob 
will be the servants of God ; they will come 
into it by-and-by, but it must be in connec-
tion with Christ. 

How lovely it is in reading the prophets 
where you get a dark picture and where 
the things are exposed as to what they really 
were, the state of the things, yet in the midst 
of it all God introduces Christ ; that is the 
way of recovery. He introduces Christ. He 
must do so. It is very sweet in the middle of 
a dark description of the condition of the 
people, there is the thought of recovery, and 
where there is the thought of recovery, Christ 
is introduced. Hence it is the true Israel, 
and the servant is presented very distinctly 
in this part of the Book of Isaiah. 

I come immediately to this remarkable 
chapter, chapter xlix. being an introduction 
to it. The early part of this chapter is very 
touching. It is He who speaks, there is the 
Deity, the attributes of God, and you glide 
from Deity into humanity without any ex-
planation. This is very important to re-
member. It is so also in the Book of Psalms ; 
where His true humanity is insisted on, 
yet His Deity is asserted. I cannot explain 
it, no one can, but there it is, all through the 
Book of the Psalms. 

We must have maintained in our souls the 
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Deity of Christ ; for if we do not we un-
consciously drop into irreverence ; we do not 
mean to be irreverent, but we do sometimes 
drop into unconscious irreverence when we 
speak of Him as a Man. He is truly a Man, 
but He is God, ever God blessed for ever, 
and in our hearts there should be at all times 
the Sense of the Deity of Christ. We may 
regard Him in His true and perfect humanity 
with reverent hearts, but He is ever God. 

He never ceased to be what He was because 
of what He became. He cannot cease to be 
what He was. He ever remains as to His 
Person, God ever God, the eternal Son of 
God. He remains that, and this should be 
and has been cherished in the hearts of Chris-
tians. Whenever we look, as we are about 
to do, at His true humanity, we should never 
overlook His Deity. You go from Deity to 
humanity without any explanation. It can-
not be explained. If you try to explain it 
you get into disaster. He is seen here in His 
perfection, in His seven years of service if 
you like—He is seen as the One who is fitted 
to be the Administrator. He listens. His 
ability to speak a word in season to those who 
are weary is that He took the place of 
a listener. It is excessively important to be 
a listener—an upturned ear. Hence, do you 
nctt see, He is constantly in that condition 
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or position, and there was also the outflow to 
the sad and the weary. 

If you are not a listener you will never be 
one who can meet those who are sad and 
weary. So, it says here, The Lord. God has 
given me the tongue of a disciple or an in-
structed one. " The Lord God hath given me 
the tongue of the learned, that I should know 
how to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary : he wakeneth morning by morning, 
he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned." 

My point is this, beloved brethren, if we 
read ministry or if we listen to ministry, do 
we hear His voice ? If you do not there will 
be no effect, the thing will fail as far as you 
are concerned. The thing is to hearken ; 
God raises up instruments, those who can 
minister, but in that ministration the thing is 
whether you are really a listener and hearken 
to His voice. I feel I have poorly presented 
it to you ; but I will now turn to Proverbs, 
which will perhaps help you. " Bow down 
thine ear." (Prov. xxii. 17.) There must 
be the spirit of subjection. You bow down 
your ear and hear. That is it. What is 
next ? And apply thine heart to my know-
ledge." There is subjection, and there is 
not only subjection, but you apply your 
heart to its application. You apply your 
heart, not your head. No, no, not your head 
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but your heart. It is a question of affection, 
you apply your heart. What next ? " It is 
a pleasant thing if thou keep them within 
thee ' (as food is kept—in the margin). 

The pleasantness lies in the retention of it, 
which supposes exercise ; that is the point. 
Are you exercised in regard to what you hear ? 
" It is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within 
thee." It is kept there, and it becomes a 
part of yourself. Mind, in your heart, not 
in your head, " They shall withal be fitted 
to thy lips." From your heart it comes to 
your lips. Nothing else could be effectual. 
" They shall be fitted to your lips." It is 
what comes from the heart. 

Follow the scripture. You bow down your 
ear and hear, and you apply your heart—
that is application, and it is a pleasant thing 
if you keep them within thee—.that is retention, 
as in file margin, as food is kept—you digest 
it. Then you get the pleasantness of it, the 
joy of it. What next ? " It shall be fitted 
to your lips." Oh, blessed lips ! 

Turn back to the psalm again and hear 
what the Lord says—" I delight to do thy will, 
O my God : yea, thy law is within my heart." 
" I have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord, thou 
knowest." No, what was in His heart came 
out in testimony. " I have not refrained my 
lips. 0 Lord, thou knowest." 
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That is the kind of ministry we want ; 
that is it, the ministry that comes up from the 
heart ; that comes from one who knows what 
it means and enjoys what it is, and does not 
refrain his lips—he could not refrain. He 
knows how to speak a word in season to those 
who are weary. I hope you do not object 
to what I am saying. If you do, you object 
to what the Lord has given me to say, though 
I am conscious how poorly I have presented it. 
It is a very great thing to be a listener, you 
cannot be an administrator unless you listen 
to Him, and mind, it is morning by morning. 

Think of the blessed Lord taking such a place 
as that—the humility of it, that upturned ear. 
Whoever was a listener like the Lord, a con-
tinuous listener in His true and proper position 
as Servant, His ear was open for communica-
tions constantly. Wonderful communications 
on the Mount of Olives when He retired, special 
communications at such moments ; but He 
was constantly a listener, and hence there was 
from His blessed heart the outflow, His lips 
moved with His heart, " I have not refrained 
my lips, 0 Lord, thou knowest." 

That blessed Jesus the Lord, how per-
fectly He administered. One loves to think 
of that mark of affection. You remember 
how Peter came out in his feverish way—
Peter was naturally a feverish man—his 
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heart delighted in the thought that his Master 
was sought after and he came into the solitude 
of the Lord and said, " All men seek after 
Thee, all the streets are full of people to hear 
Thee." What was the result of His listening ? 
He said, " Let us go into the next town." 

He was not to be diverted by a feverish 
man, though this man had affection for Him 
and was delighted in the thought that his 
Master was sought after. The Lord give us 
grace to be listeners, and it is not only listening 
with the outward ear and the mind working 
on these things, but you apply your heart 
and you retain it in your heart, and then you 
find the pleasantness of it. We often find 
pleasure in listening, but the pleasure dies 
away. You say, What a beautiful meeting 
that was, but the pleasure dies away. The 
pleasantness is not only in the listening but 
in the exercise about it—you digest it, you 
go over it and it comes to you then in all its 
wonderful power—you make it your own, 
and what you say is your own, you say, it in 
your own way. 

My beloved brethren, it is easy enough to 
listen, easy enough to repeat what is said ; 
but all that is practically worthless unless 
it is what comes from your own heart as the 
result of listening and exercise, and so it is 
fitted to your lips and it gives you great con- 
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fidence in God—" that thy trust may be in 
the Lord." " Have not I written to thee 
excellent things in counsels and knowledge, 
that I might make thee know the certainty of 
the words of truth ? 

Certainty. Where do you get certainty ? 
Do you think you could be diverted from what 
the Spirit of God has produced in your soul ? 
You can be diverted from the things that you 
entertain with your mind, but this produces 
certainty, you know certainty. 

Now you are ready, and people will send 
for you. It says so. " That I might make 
thee know the certainty of the words of 
truth ; that thou mightest answer the words 
of truth to them that send unto thee." 
Some one will be sending for you. The Lord 
will look after that, He does not give it you 
for yourself, you will find ways and means 
will be opened for you, some one will be sent 
to you—the sad and weary. It would be a 
sad-  day if at any time in our meetings—our 
gospel meetings, for instance—when sad and 
weary souls who are exercised—and remember, 
in this great apostasy there are those who 
sigh and cry in distress—if they turned into 
our meetings and found nothing to meet them, 
it would be a sad day—a sad day when people 
give up the simple gospel. 

Why do you not have courage, my brother, 
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to preach a simple gospel ? Never mind the 
exposition ; never mind pleasing the saints ; 
it is what the Lord thinks, not what the saints 
think. I would rejoice in all the unfolding 
of scripture, but preach the gospel. I have 
had great exercise about it ; forgive me 
speaking about myself. 

I was speaking at a certain place—no 
matter where—and I commenced with the 
songs of scripture, the song of the Red Sea, 
and the song of " Spring up, 0 well "—
there is gospel in that—and I made the re-
mark that there were five other songs in the 
Old Testament and I should like to take them 
up one after the other. The people were 
very interested, and I said I would take up 
the other five songs in the Old Testament. 

I got before the Lord and prayed about it, 
and He said to me, " If some poor sinner 
comes in, some sad and weary heart, what 
would there be for such ? " Let us think 
of such. I turned aside the next Sunday 
and said, " I cannot go on with what I pur-
posed." No doubt the people would have 
been pleased and I should have been pleased 
to do so, but the Lord put His hand on me 
and said, " You preach the simple gospel." 

Some one said to me a little while ago, 
" Anybody would think you had just been 
forgiven, the way you talk about forgiveness." 
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That is how it should be. Do you think I 
should lose the sense of my forgiveness, no 
matter how far I had advanced in the truth ? 
No, you get widened in it. I joy in my for-
giveness now just as much as I ever did. 
What I am pressing now is, get with the Lord ; 
never mind what people think or what people 
approve of, get with the Lord and get your 
communications from Him ; there will be your 
ability to speak a word in season to those who 
are weary. 

I am conscious that while I am here there 
is a movement of the Spirit of God in the direc-
tion of the gospel at this time ; a quiet move-
ment going on in the hearts of a good many 
in regard to this matter, for which I am deeply 
thankful. I ask you to consider it. What 
light He has given us, what wonderful light 
Has He given it you for yourself ? Does He 
love His people ? I appeal to you, do you 
think we are peculiar favourites of His ? 
No ; - He loves all His people. Has not He 
blessed us with light ? He has. What for ? 
Surely to diffuse it. 

I am not thinking of anything of an excite-
able nature that people can take cognisance 
of publicly ; I am thinking of a real desire 
in our hearts that other people should be the 
recipients of the light which He has given us' 
so blessedly and mercifully. May the Lord 
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stir up our hearts with a real earnest desire 
it will be so if we are listeners, if our ears are 
open. It is impossible to receive anything 
from God without having the same kind of 
feeling that God has given it to you. 

When you get anything from God it is 
God that gives it to you, and He passes over 
His feeling to you, so that you immediately 
desire that others should receive what you 
have received. If you have got it in your 
mind only it will not work out. " It is a 
pleasant thing if you keep them within you." 

I will proceed from that to another side of 
the truth. Sometimes we are afraid to listen 
because of the consequences. It says here, 
" I was not rebellious, neither turned away 
back." I believe some of us are afraid to 
listen because we feel it is going to make 
a demand on us ; you will not go forward, 
because it will make a demand. Every bit 
of truth and light that God gives us, in the 
very nature of things, makes a demand on us. 

The blessed Lord says, " I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn back." " I gave my back to 
the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair." " I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting." Blessed Lord ; He 
accepts it. I am down here for the will of 
God ; and let me tell you, where the truth is 
really known, if it is operative in your souls, 
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you are going to have opposition ; people 
shrink away from you ; but there are great 
compensations, and you are prepared for it. 

How touching are His words, " I did not 
turn back." Blessed Jesus, how faithful He 
was. How He bore the opposition of man, 
because the opposition of man is against the 
will of God, and here was One who was 
found in God's will. Are you up against it ? 
Are you afraid of consequences ? There may 
be some who say, " If I take such a step, what 
will happen to me ; I am afraid to take it." 
There is a moment to make a decision. 
Perhaps that is now. Many of us are brought 
up in our histories as to whether we can trust 
God. Can you trust God ? What will be 
the consequences to me if I take such a step ? 
Can you trust God ? Here was One who 
trusted God and God justified Him. 

0 that blessed One, Jesus the perfect Ser-
vant. He moved forward regardless of con-
sequences ; He has not turned back, but was 
found down here in the way of God's will, 
and God justified Him, and will justify all 
that which is of Himself. In the midst of 
it, when you are with God, men look like grass-
hoppers to you ; " the moth shall eat them 
up." Man is an insignificant creature. 

One of the proofs of your being with God 
is that you have a proper estimation of man. 
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They are nothing but poor changing creatures ; 
the moth will eat them up. The Lord here 
says that in the spirit -of prophecy in regard 
to man—" They shall all wax old as a gar-
ment ; the moth shall eat them up." Those 
very people that pluck off the hair and smite 
Him ; they are nothing but grasshoppers. 

Now look at the last few verses of our 
chapter, pay attention to them. It says here, 
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant ; that 
walketh in darkness and hath no light ? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God." • 

If you are with God you can afford to wait. 
Wait. Have you no light ? Wait. Need 'I 
say to you—it must occur to your mind—
that in this listening we have Mary sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, listening. She comes under 
Him as Head and therefore she listens ; she re-
ceives an impression from Him. Martha is 
cumbered with much serving, but Mary is a 
listener and the Lord says, " One thing is 
needful : and Mary hath chosen that good 
part." Why was it a, good part ? Because 
it was His part. " Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her. " Why shall it not be taken away from 
her ? Because it is His own part. So there 
He justifies Mary. 
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Now you remember in John xi. she sat still 
in re house. That remarkable chapter is 
lit up with the glory of God—death and 
sorrow are there—but shining resplendent 
above it all the glory of God as it always does. 
One Man in it—the blessed Son oi God—
no stumbling there, He is walking in the day, 
walking in the light, there is no stumbling ; 
and you never stumble if you walk in the 
light of the glory of God. Never. 

We often say, " Shew us thy way." Why 
do we not say, " Shew us thy glory ? and 
then we shall learn His way. Mary sat still 
in the house. She says, " I do not know, but 
I will wait until He calls me." She sat still. 
All were perturbed in that chapter save the 
Son of God and Mary. The Son of God in 
the light of the day and in the light of all 
that was going to occur, but Mary sat still. 
I will tell you what listening will do for you, 
it will make you sit still and wait. 

Instead of that, the next verse is what we 
do, we cannot wait for light, we look around 
for some providential sticks and make a fire 
for ourselves. We know what that means, 
we cannot wait, and you can always find some 
providential sticks and make a fire, and put 
your sticks together and rejoice in the sparks, 
but you will lie down in sorrow ; out that fire 
will go ; you made it, and if you are looking 
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about for some indication you can always find 
some sticks, but you will lie doVat in sorrow. 
" Let him wait." 

I am feeling in my soul here that this par-
ticular word is needed by some one. You say, 
" I have no light." Only wait, He will give 
you light, do not be impatient. How dan-
gerous this impatience is ; we must hive light, 
and we make light for ourselves, but we lie 
down in sorrow. 

I wanted to say a little on the hearken in 
the next chapter—the great Hearkener, the 
One who hearkens, whose ear is open to 
God. 

Now the next chapter starts with " Hearken 
those who love righteousness, that seek the 
Lord : hearken and look unto the rock from 
whence you were hewn, and into the pit from 
whence you were Jigged." Be encouraged ; 
the little ones, the feeble remnant, look into 
the pit from which you were digged. See how 
Abraham was alone, and how God made of 
that man which was alone a nation. That is 
the first hearken. 

Then again hearken. The law comes from 
Jehovah ; man and his will goes. Then there 
is the third hearken. " Hearken unto me, ye 
that know righteousness, the people in whose 
heart is my law." The law that had been 
reviled ; the law that had been made good in 
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their hearts, and they were to hearken. Those 
are the three hearkens ; and then, Awake. 
They ask Jehovah to wake up for their salva-
tion, and then Jehovah turns round and says, 
" You wake up to what I have been doing for 
you in My discipline ; wake up and see your 
redemption." 

The last awaken is, " Put on your beautiful 
garments ; rise up from the dust, and put on 
your beautiful garments." If they had beau-
tiful garments they had beautiful feet ; they 
became evangelists. If you have beautiful 
garments you will have beautiful feet. " How 
beautiful are the feet of them that bring good 
tidings, that publish peace." Their beautiful 
garments are in the beauty of Christ, and the 
joy of Christ, and their feet go out as evan-
gelists. It refers to a future day, " How 
beautiful . . . are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace." 

Well, you come to the doorpost in chapter 
doorpost. It is the spirit of repen-

tance—repentance of God's people by-and-by. 
How deep is the repentance when you love 
God ; you love everybody when you love God. 
There is the substitionary part, that in which 
we all rejoice. He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, chastised for our peace—we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
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That is the substitutionary part of Isaiah 
liii. The door-post is there. 

The next part is, " He was cut off." It is 
that part which the eunuch was reading ; 
he was not reading the substitutionary part. 
" Who shall declare his generation ? " That 
is a deeper thing ; that is what he was reading ; 
he says, " Of whom is the prophet speaking ? 
of himself or of some other ? " Did you ever 
have the feeling of what it was for Jesus to 
be cut off and have nothing ? " Who shall 
declare his generation ? 	" He was cut off 
out of the land of the living." That is the 
most wonderful part of it. " It pleased Je-
hovah to Bruise him ; he has put him to 
grief." The heart is bowed before such a 
thing as that ; it is the door-post that will 
keep our hearts soft ; that will keep us lowly 
in our spirits—that door-post. 

How beautifully it closes. He bore their 
iniquities that they might be a righteous 
people. He teaches them how to be righteous. 
I appeal to you. Why did Jesus bear our 
sins ? You know He bore them, you are 
glad to be free, glad to remember that He bore 
them. He bore your sins to make you a right-
eous person. Do you like that ? " Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body, in 
order that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto . righteousness." That is it. He went 
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to the door-post to secure a righteous people 
for Jehovah's pleasure ; a people that should 
answer to Himself morally. 

It thrills my heart • to sing that hymn, 

That we as like Thee might become, 
As we unlike had been." 

Do you like that ? " As we unlike." Hu* 
unlike ? The nearer you get to Christ, 
the more you touch. His moral beauties, 
the more you are made to feel how unlike 
you have been ; but you will be made to 
feel that you shall be like Him ; to be 
righteous as He is righteous, to cone under 
His influence that there may be produced in 
us His own blessed features, whether in ser-
vice or whether we learn, it is all of Christ we 
learn. So may we be kept under the in-
fluence of His blessed love that He may teach 
us to be righteous. 

I feel how poorly I have presented it to you, 
but my resource is in the Lord that He will 
gkie some touch to your hearts on some of 
these.things that may be for profit and blessing 
for His name's sake. 



THE SOWER AS PRESENTED 
IN MARK'S GOSPEL. 

(MABar in. 31-35 ; iv. 1=29.) 
• 

I HAVE read this scripture with a good deal of 
exercise. It is simple enough to present to 
you what will interest, but the point is to 
give that which is necessary and needful for 
the moment. That is where the exercise comes 
in. I have on previous occasions brought 
before you, in the first instance, the features 
of the man of God and the sensibilities of the 
man of God ; that was my first subject, and 
last week I brought before you the servant 
of God. I endeavoured to shew you the 
features of the true servant of God, and we 
traced it through. We were chiefly occupied 
with Isaiah 1. in connection with that subject. 

Now this evening I want to bring before 
you the sower. It may not be a joyful subject 
exactly, but it is a very important one. I 
hope you will follow me in what I am about 
to say in regard to it. I feel deeply impressed 
with the importance of the subject, because 
we are living in very superficial days and I 
think there is a call to reality. If I know the 
movement of the Spirit at all there is a great 
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call to be real. The times are so serious, things 
are so working up that we must be serious. 

My point has been in my previous addresses 
to shew you the necessity of intense indi-
viduality in a day like this. I have called 
attention to the advice that was given by a 
beloved servant of Christ when he was dying, 
to a personal friend of his ; his last dying 
advice to him was, " Be intensely individual." 
You cannot go down in a current—I beg your 
attention to this—you must be intensely 
individual. The character of the times demands 
intense individuality. You cannot go swim-
ming down a current with other people and 
think you are right ; outwardly you may be, 
but there is such a thing as personal history 
with God, real soul history, and if you have 
not that, then I do not know where you are. 
I do not want to cast you on yourself, but on 
the grace of God. 

In taking up the sower I think I may say—
speaking as one who has been in the gospel 
for a good many years—that we have very 
much neglected the parable of the sower. 
Everybody should pay attention to it because 
the neglect of it has been disastrous. It is a 
most important thing to see what this sowing 
means--exceedingly important. 

Now the subject is a large one, but you will 
observe that in the three synoptic gospels 
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the parable of the sower is presented, and it 
is always seen in its own connection. In 
the Gospel of Matthew it is connected with 
administration. The Lord disclaimed anything 
that is natural ; He refuses what is natural. 
That is, He says in each case that these are 
His brethren—My brother, My sister, My 
mother—those who do the will of My Father 
who is in heaven. That is the way it is put 
in Matthew. Here it is the same thing, only 
it is not the Father in heaven, but he that 
does the will of God, those are the people that 
God recognises ; He will not recognise any 
one else. They are the people who do the will 
of God. 

In the previous part of chapter iii. the 
leaders of the nation said He was a blasphemer, 
and His own friends—His own relations after 
the flesh—said He was mad, and this is what 
precedes it. Here we find the Lord, who has 
with Him the twelve disciples who surround 
Him die is surrounded by those who are 
listeners, those who hearken to Him, those 
who are attracted to Him and hearken to 
Him—and His brethren are without, and 
they say to Him, " Your mother is without." 

Then He looks round on His people—we are 
around Him this evening, I trust, through 
grace we are within that circle; once we were 
without, but now we are within, we are 
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listeners, we are Christians—He looks around 
and says, " These are my brethren, those who 
do the will of God." That is how it is put 
here. 

One other distinction I should like to make. 
You must remember that in each gospel the 
parable is presented according to the line of 
each gospel. In Matthew it is dispensational, 
but here it has its own peculiar setting. In 
Mark's gospel, as in Luke's, it has a deep moral 
setting. Here it is presented in connection 
with Christ as the perfect Servant, the Son 
of God. It is very blessed in Mark, that -the 
man who broke down in service, after he was 
restored was used by the Spirl_t_D _,splgkk_ of 
tie Lor in  the way in which he had failed; 
and I think I C`ani.ea 	t e lines— 
if I may be allowed to express it—his pen is 
tremulous as he writes with his own deep 
feeling ; he is glad to write about the Lord. in 
the way that he had failed. -  The Lord never 
condones failure ; He is above all our failure 
and promotes our spiritual welfare through 
failure ; so that when we are restored we have 
a deeper appreciation of Christ. 

I think I can see Mark's appreciation of 
Christ as he presents Him in -the character 
in which he has failed. Just like Peter, who 
was conscious of abundant mercy. It is very 
sweet to get the feelings of the writers as it 
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is presented in scripture, and the Spirit can 
give you the sense of that ; it cannot be 
explained in the letter, but /the Spirit will 
give you the sense of it. If I am reading the 
gospels I want not only to understand what 
the words mean, but I want the tone of voice 
in which He said it, and the Spirit can give 
it me. That is spiritual advancement ; not 
only to be able to explain what He is saying, 
but as He utters those things the Spirit can 
give you the sense in. your soul of the way in 
which He said them. 

Mark writes in appreciation .of Christ ; he 
is glad to write ; he has been restored and 
he can write it. One's heart is touched when 
the man is restored—it is a very great thing 
to remember that in restoration there is real, 
positive advancement. 

Well now, he presents the Lord here as 
the Servant ; the Lord is the Servant, the 
Son of God. He is God ; He is in touch with 
heaven ; He is in conscious Sonship ; and 
He is victorious over Satan. Those are the 
qualities which mark the Lord. That is what 
we want, to be in keeping really with what 
we say. The blessed Lord went into the syna-
gogue—as presented in Mark—and the moment 
He goes there where the scriptures are read 
every sabbath, there is a moral power brought 
in which exposes the condition of the man who 
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is there. Reading the scripture did not expose 
it, but the presence of the Lord exposed 
it. We need power to be morally identified 
with what we say ; that is what exercise 
does. I do not want only to say true things, 
but I want to be morally in the power of it. 

We say things that are true—absolutely 
true—but there is a lack of force in what we 
say because we are not in keeping with what 
we say. This has come - home to me with 
peculiar force and I take it to myself. There He 
was, morally with God ; He was entitled 
to be there ; He was in conscious Sonship-7---
" My beloved Son "—He was victorious over 
Satan. So must it be. He calls those dis-
ciples : Peter, you come, and John, you come 
follow Me and I will teach you how to serve. 

Remember this, you must follow the Lord 
in order to know how to serve. Peter left his 
fishing to be a fisher of men, and John left his 
father, and their avocations marked their 
service afterward. That is very important 
to remember. Peter was a fisherman ; John 
was not exactly a fisherman, his father was 
a smack-owner and he was socially in advance 
of Peter. John was the man who maintains 
communion. You have Peter and John going 
together ; they were very fond of each other, 
but they were entirely opposite men in their 
characters. John keeps your nets mended 
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so that your service bears the constant marks 
of communion. 

In Mark there is the sphere of service and 
the style of His service. Sweet it is to read it. 
There was a special touch about His service 
in Mark. It gives you the style of the Lord 
and the way He did things. What marked 
His style was deep sympathy ; He felt it 
all. There was a wonderful touch ; He was 
marked by divine compassion. How I would 
like to preach the gospel, not only in clearness 
doctrinally, but in the power of divine com-
passion. That is the thought. We are often 
lacking in it. It is the Spirit of Christ that 
we want in our service ; the mere exposition 
of things, clearly putting it before a man, 
effects nothing ; but the true servant is 
marked by compassion. 

Now as the Servant He is the Sower. He 
went out to sow, and the sowing is to produce 
a nation for God's pleasuke ; the effect of 
the sowing is that there should be something 
for God down here. The reason why you have 
been made the recipients of the grace of God 
is this, that you should be for God's pleasure 
down here in this world. I beg your attention 
to it. That is the way to be happy ; if you are,  
here for God's pleasure you are a happy 
Christian, to do the will of God ; to be found 
down here in the way of God's will is what' 

E 2 
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the sowing produces in people ; that there 
should be those moral features which are 
well pleasing to God. Are you here to make a 
fortune, to make yourself comfortable in your 
latter days ? No, you are not here for that. 
Rouse up and see what you are here for. 
He will take care of you ; He has numbered 
the hairs of your head and He will look after 
you ; you are not here to make yourself com-
fortable, but to be for' the pleasure of God ; 
and just in the measure in which you are here 
for God lies the measure of your happiness. 

I have said here before that no one in the 
early days of the gospel ever said to any 
audience that if they believed the gospel 
they would go to heaven. There is no such 
mere proposal in it. What then is the nature 
of the proposal ? That people should know 
God, and that they should know T-Tim  in such 
a way that it will constitute their happiness 
here—the knowledge of God. 

The sower went forth to sow, and this 
sowing was to produce a generation for God's 
pleasure. The action is—He gets into the 
boat. There are peculiar features in Mark ; 
He is in the house," " in the boat," " in 
the way " ; all these are straws—if I may 
use the expression—which shew the way the 
wind blows in Mark. Pay attention to these 
little things. He goes up by the sea, He sits 
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in a boat, and then He says, " Hearken." 
I cannot go into details, it is too great, but 
what I want to shew you is what the sowing 
really is. The Sower sows the word, and the 
word is the revelation of God. The second 
point is the reception—that is a large subject—
the way in which this word is received. The 
next point is the realisation ; that is, where it 
is properly received there is a blessed realisa-
tion in the heart ; that is, it is vital in you. 

Then fourthly, there is what I should call 
reflection—God reflected—that is, where the 
word is known in the soul there is light for 
other people ; light, not in speaking exactly 
but in living ; and then fifthly, the adminis-
tration—I will shew you what that means 
directly. If I may set it out on those five 
pegs you will follow it better. 

First, the word—the revelation ; secondly, 
the reception ; thirdly, the realisation in a 
true reception ; fourthly, that it becomes 
light for other people ; and then fifthly, the 
communication of it in the power of divine 
love. You see what a large subject it is. 
We will now proceed. 

The first point is, the word is sown ; and 
remember, in this precious part of scripture— 
again I call attention to it—the One who sows 
is the One who reaps. There is no question 
of preaching here, but it is the thought that 



tiU THE SOWER AS PRESENTED IN MARK. 

He who is the Sower becomes the Reaper at 
the end. The word was sown when He was 
here ; it has remained here in all its vitality 
up till now, otherwise where should we be ; 
the word has been maintained here in. spite 
of all the efforts of Satan to crush the testi-
mony. It is here to-night ; what a wonderful 
miracle 1 The word sown by the Lord has 
reached us in its vitality or we should not be 
here as Christians. 

He who is the Sower and He who sows the 
word according to Mark, is the One who will 
reap. In that way it is put as the one who 
sows and falls asleep, and then by-and-by 
he will come back and reap it. He went forth 
to sow. He wept. What divine sympathy. 
No mere doctrine, no mere unfolding of 
doctrine. He wept. Think of the Sower. 
He wept. What made Him weep ? The hard-
ness of men's hearts. 

They refused the blessing, refused the 
knowledge of God, and He wept ; but He 
shall doubtless come again rejoicing ; He who 
wept shall come back rejoicing because there 
will be marvellous fruits. Here we are, all of 
us, what an occasion of joy to Him ; He will 
come back and reap the fruit of what He has 
sown. Do not put preaching in here ; it is 
the quality of the word itself and the vitality 
of it. I beg you to think of it. The word sown 
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by the Lord is vital, it reproduces itself ; 
it has gone on producing in a perfectly mar-
vellous way, and He who sows becomes the 
Reaper at the end. 

Now what is this word—the word of grace ? 
It is God revealed in His attributes and His 
nature. That is the word. He Himself was 
the expression of it. He is the Word. He is 
the Sower and the Word—God revealed in His 
attributes. What is the subsequent part of 
it ? the suffering part of the revelation ? 
There was no relief. I may allude to it in the 
next chapter where fhe relief is found. It is 
the deliverance of certain people in condi-
tions which mark the next chapter. There 
was the man under the power of Satan ; there 
was the woman defiled by sin ; and the child 
in the deadly grip of death. These people all 
needed deliverance, but here it is not de-
liverance, it is revelation. He is revealed. 
Hence chapter v. immediately follows, both 
here and in Luke's gospel. The moment you 
get the parable of the Sower you get these 
narratives which set forth the conditions in'  
which the people were in whose hearts the 
word was sown. 

You have the cleansing of sin ; we have 
had to be delivered from the power of death ; 
that is the deliverance, and we appreciate 
that side. 
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One of the most fascinating chapters in 
the Bible to me is Mark v. I could preach 
from it all the year round and never exhaust 
it. The way it is put gives a wonderful idea 
of the Son of God as the Deliverer from 
Satan, from sin and from death. The Sower 
is a more blessed side, more positive ; the 
sowing is the word, the word which *brings 
God in. 

What has the gospel done for you ? Has it 
revealed God to you ? Never mind about 
going to heaven, all that is self. If we make 
that a point we are never sure of it. If you 
get over to God's side of things you are sure 
of your side. If we move in the circle,-of our 
own need we are never quite sure of having 
our need met ; but the moment we get into 
God's side of things we are sure of our need 
being met. 

If you had said to Mary, " Are you for-
given ? " and she had said, " Yes." " How do 
you know ? " " I know the Lord who has done 
it. I am sure of my forgiveness because I know 
the One who has forgiven me. That is where 
my assurance lies—I know God." The Word 
is the revelation of God and is sown in our 
hearts. How blessed it is to know God. He 
has sown the seed. I cannot go into details, 
but I draw a contrast between those who anon 
with joy received it, and I want to shew the 
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difference between natural sentiment and 
divine sentiment. 

A little remark here before I proceed. 
The moment the seed was sown, then came 
the devil. What drew him ? The word of 
God. What for ? To nullify it ; to destroy it. 
He is the enemy of God, and his efforts are 
always to frustrate the purpose Of God. 
Then came the devil. What drew him ? The 
word. What for ? To destroy it ; to destroy 
its influence ; to destroy its vitality. 

Then there was the reception—anon with 
joy. I have had some experience in this matter 
and I am pretty wary when people are very 
jubilant and very joyful ; they rejoice in the 
proposal, who would not rejoice in the pro-
posal of going to heaven, of being saved for 
heaven ; I want to be in the place of happiness 
which is the nature of the proposal ; there is 
a kind of rejoicing in the proposal. 

It is accepted, but there was no divine work 
it fell on stony ground and there was very 
little earth, very little subjective work. Many 
times have I seen it, those who have confessed 
Christ so joyfully ; I have had to sit down in 
my sorrow and see how easily it has been given 
up when the test came. My brethren, pay 
attention to the Sowers  I beg of you. It will 
give you wisdom and discernment. I wish 
I had known this about forty years ago. I 
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look back and see those who anon with joy 
received it. 

What do you expect in your children ? 
I should look in my children for conscience. 
How easy it is for the dear children to speak 
of Jesus, but that is not a proof of divine work. 
You see a tender' conscience, and often there 
is a restlessness in children who are under the 
Spirit, and we misunderstand it. No one ever 
was or could be taught to love Christ apart 
from righteousness ; much forgiveness, much 
love. We must not confuse this with senti-
ment. 

The first experience of the seed falling into 
good ground is a painful experience, because 
it exposes you. If the word brings the know-
ledge of God there is deepest exposure ; you 
go down with decp pain ; but if you go down 
through the pain of self-knowledge, it is that 
you may find that the good that is in God is 
greater than the evil that is in you. What a 
joyful thing—true, deep 'joy in the know-
ledge of God. 

I have to learn the evil that is in me, and 
it is a painful experience, but it ends in the 
wonderful gladness of finding that God is 
better and greater than the evil in me—that 
blessed God. You may overcome evil with 
good, but I must learn the evil that is within 
myself, in the very nature of things. Then a 



THE SOWER AS PRESENTED IN MARX. 65 

deep joy, the heart wells up—broken and 
humbled, oh ! so humbled—to find God. I 
find Him in the midst of my wretchedness, 
and the goodness in God is greater than the 
evil I find in myself. 

There is the joy—deep, true joy of finding 
God. So I ask you, I do not merely say, Are 
you resting on a text of scripture ? but, have 
you got in your heart the gladness, the true, 
solid gladness, of knowing God ? 

When the apostle wrote to young converts 
in the early days—three months only con-
verted—the Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
he said, " You turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven." He did not say, 
" You are justified." He said, " You turned 
to God." God was presented in the gospel 
and they turned to God from idols. To—
from. Not from—to, but to God;  from 
idols. You cannot turn from anything, 
you must turn to first and then you turn 
-from. You turn to God to serve the living 
and true God and to wait for His Son from 
heaven. 

What fine moral power is in that. That is 
where we are 'so defective, all of us. What 
accounts for much of the disaster that we 
have to deplore is the defective knowledge 
of the gospel, making the gospel an accom- 
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modation for ourselves, that is where the 
moral lack is surely. 

If you are prudential people you will want 
your children to do well now and in the future. 
Perfectly natural ; you like to secure them 
for the present and for the future, and have 
pleasure in the thought that you will all be 
in heaven by-and-by. .I ask you, What is there 
in that for God ? I call your attention to it. 

The Sower sowed the seed that there might 
be a people down here for the pleasure of 
-God—His own generation. Well now, has 
that been realised ? That is, realising the word 
there will come in us a gradual deepening and 
progressing into it ; that is, there is life, and 
so there is light for others. Life in you be-
comes light for other people. 

We may think if people come to our meeting 
rooms that they are in the position to believe 
our testimony. That is a poor thing. The 
testimony lies in vitality, nowhere else. In 
vitality. You may have people in the position 
without the condition. It is common enough 
for people to take the position, but are you 
satisfied with the position ? I would not be 
satisfied with anything less than a condition 
which is in keeping with the position. That is 
the testimony, so that there shall be light .for 
other people to see. 

Philippians ii. says, "It is God that works 
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in you to will and to do of his good pleasure." 
God working efficaciously in you, presenting 
Himself to you, and working by the Spirit 
that which answers to Himself, to His nature 
and His character, so that we become children; 
in the midst of a perverse nation we are found 
in the way of God's will. 

Let me put it in a very simple way thus—
Everything I think of God—I speak with 
reverence—I am, I will, I do. That is, I am, 
that is His being, I am. I am love. God is 
Love. I am, and because I am, I will and I 
do. Behind the will of God is love, always love. 
Get hold of that ; love is His being. There-
fore He wills and He does. Now follow me, 
that is the way for us, do not you see ? It is 
the being that we want to be exercised about. 
Your growth in the divine nature, in the 
knowledge of God, is your true spiritual stature. 
" I am," " I will," " I do." 

We are constantly thinking about the doing, 
but we need to be exercised about the " I am," 
the being ; that is, you take in in your soul 
what God is. The word is already there, or 
you would not be a Christian, but there is a 
growing appreciation, and so there is the 
willing and doing of. His good pleasure. 

Now I want to call your attention to the 
administration in verse 21. He speaks of -the 
candlestick and says, " Is a candle brought 
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to be put under a bushel, or under a bed ? 
And not to be set on a candlestick ? " It is 
not to be hidden by either. A bushel is- self-
gratification. People go on to the line of 
gratifying themselves. I ask you not to resent 
it—I am coming to the close of my story 
down here—take it from the Lord ; is your 
bushel claiming you ? or your bed ? Do you 
know what you are left here for ? We are 
down here to set forth God. 

How are people going to know God if they 
do not know Him through His people ? The 
angels might be envious of us—it is a most 
wonderful thing to be here for God. There 
must be a realisation in your soul of what God 
is before there can be an outgoing of light. 

I come now to the next point. " Take heed 
what ye hear : with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you : and unto you 
that hear shall more be given. For he that 
hath, to him shall be given : and he that 
bath not, from him shall be taken even that 
which he hath." 

Now I will tell you what that means. What-
ever you receive from God produces a feeling 
in your heart of desire to give it to others ; 
you cannot possibly receive any blessing 
from God without its creating this desire in 
your heart, that others in like manner should 
receive it. It produces that divine feeling— 
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the same feeling that God had in giving it 
to you is reproduced in your heart and you 
want to give it to others. That is the extra-
ordinary part of it. The principle of it is this, 
the more you give the more you get. Do you 
think that God has given us light for our-
selves ? No ; He has given us light to diffuse 
to others, and the moment you stop you lose 
what you have. If you are not active in divine 
love, in desire that others should be the 
recipients of it, you may depend upon it you 
will lose it. That is a most important thing.. 
That is the administration of it. 

One other thing I would like to say. The 
blessed Lord said to His disciples later on, 
" Let us go to the other side." A gracious. 
invitation, " Let us go to the other side." 
" Let us go." What does that mean ? What 
does the other side mean ? The world too 
come where all these principles will be pub-
licly displayed. " Let us go to the other side." 
We belong to that other world where all 
these principles that have come to us shall be 
in full display. 

How the heart longs for a world that will 
answer to God. How one's heart gets pained_ 
by the confusion that is here. If we lived 
nearer to God we would feel it more, we would. 
have the pleasure of God sensibly in us be-
cause we felt as He felt. We are too much at 
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home with the, will of man and the self-grati-
ficatiOn of man. If we were nearer to God 
and under the ,power of the testimony we 
should feel things. We should be growingly 
sensitive as to what is contrary to God. " Let 
us go to the other side." 

He has taken us to the other side. " They 
took him as he was in the ship." They took 
Him as He was. Why ? The testimony was 
there. I wish I were beginning now, I could 
say more about it, but they took Him as He 
was in the ship. He was the rejected One, 
but He was the One who was for God's pleasure. 
The testimony was in Him—the Son of God. 
As the apostle could speak of it in his line of 
things in Corinthians ; they had accused 
him of vacillation, but he turned to his testi-
mony, he did not defend himself ; he was so 
engrossed with Christ he did not care about 
himself, but says, We preached to you the 
Son of God ; in him is yea, and in him Amen, 
to the glory of God." They took Him as He 
was in the ship. In Him is the yea and in Him 
the Amen—it is the triumph of God—it 
cannot be defeated. I want to be in the ship 
where He is as to the testimony of God. 

The devil blew with his winds, he would 
sink that ship where the testimony was. 
That is what he was doing ; he would bring 
all his power to bear upon that which holds 
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the testimony, but that ship could not sink 
for Jesus was there. Sometimes you feel the 
waves will come up and overwhelm us—what 
will become of the testimony ? No power on 
earth or in heaven can sink the ship where 
Jesus is. I want to be where He is as the 
testimony of God. In Him is the yea and in 
Him is the Amen. Everything is established 
in His blessed Person. Let us keep close to 
Him then. 

They say, " Do you not care ? " 
He cares. He thinks of us constantly ; 

we are never out of His thoughts—never. 
That which is dear to Him on the earth—
and we are never out of His thinkings not for 
a single second. No ship can sink where He 
is. So He goes to the other side. 

I trust that what I have said may be of 
help to you. I feel that to my own soul it is 
very beautiful, but my presentation of it is 
poor, but the Spirit of God can make it good 
to you and I trust He will, so that there may 
be some moral result. I ask you again to 
consider what a wonderful thing it is to be 
down here for God's pleasure, and that which 
is for God's pleasure becomes testimony for 
men. What God finds pleasure in becomes 
testimony to men. 
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Before any go, I would like to say this 
I have had very considerable exercise in regard 
to these meetings. I have delivered the three 
subjects which I feel the Lord brought before 
me as the result of my exercise, and since I 
have been here I have been very exercised 
and I have to say this, that I greatly desire 
to preach the gospel in this hall next Friday. 
I will tell you why I have had exercise. 
There are a great many people around us 
who are exercised ; if we were nearer th• God 
we should find them out. They are exercised 
as to their relationship to God and they want 
the gospel. 

I was away in the country a while back—
I say it for encouragement—and we had 
some very good meetings, and I suggested that 
we might have a gospel meeting on the Friday. 
It was a sort of experiment, if I may use the 
word ; but the place was crowded ; far more 
came to hear the gospel on Friday than on 
-the Lord's day. A great many people are 
prejudiced, but they will come to a place like 
this. I hope I have the sympathy and prayers 
of all here. 

London a G. Mamma, 20, Paternoster Square. E.C. 


