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TALKS TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE 
EPHESIANS 

I trust, as I seek to write upon this 
Epistle to the Ephesians, that the Holy 
Ghost will enable me to write so simply 
that the boys and girls of any age will 
be able to enter into this delightful 
letter, and receive distinct help in 
enjoying what God has for us. 

V. 1. " Paul, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ through the will of God, to the 
saints which are at Ephesus, and the 
faithful in Christ Jesus : Grace to you, 
and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Here the Apostle affirms that he is 
so by the will of God. In the Epistle 
of Galations i. 1. this is set forth more 
fully. Here the Apostle is content to 
let us know that his commission was 
from God. This consciousness of being 
called by God is the source of the 
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Apostle's power, though, in Galations, 
the Apostle shews that he had not 
received his commission through human 
agency at all. This could not be said 
of others. But to be called of God, and 
consciously so, must of necessity be 
true of all God's servants, for we can 
be sure that the freedom of the servant 
of God depends on his acceptance of 
God's will. It is the very first duty of 
each believer to ascertain what is God's 
purpose for him. There is an opinion 
amongst the learned men that this is a 
circular letter, and that it is identical 
with the letter mentioned to Laodicea in 
Col. iv. 16. As I have read that which 
they have written, to a boy that is not 
qualified to enter into such questions, 
the arguments appear to be of little 
value. I feel quite sure that those to 
whom I am writing will agree with me 
that we do not mind whether it is a 
circular letter or not. We have the 
epistle, and expect to get much blessing 
from it. It is however, written to the 
saints who are described as faithful. 
We have pointed out that the word for 
saints is one that can only be given us 
in view of that which we shall be, rather 
than of our state now. This is God's 



will for us ; our answer to it is to be 
faithful. What a response to make ! 
May the Holy Ghost make this true of 
us. Though this is the usual salutation 
of Paul, one feels sure that grace and 
peace will surely be ours, if we see it is 
God's will that we should be holy and 
then found faithful. 

V. 3. " Blessed be the God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ who hath 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ." 

This is indeed a most wonderful verse. 
So much so, that the Apostle takes up 
much of this chapter in opening up this 
verse in detail. As we look carefully 
at it, we see the Apostle blesses God. 
We are told in Hebrews, " the less is 
blessed of the better." Heb. vii. 7. 
It is well to keep in our minds that when 
man blesses God it is in word ; when God 
blesses, it is in deed. When God blesses, 
it is in imparting ; when man blesses, 
it is in appreciating. We can be sure 
the fervour of our blessing is dependent 
on the extent of our appreciation. He 
blesses God as the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is to remind us that 
as John in such a wonderful way shews 
us, all depends upon the incarnation of 
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Christ. In other words, it is essential 
to the Christian faith. 

This fervent outburst of the Apostle 
is called forth, not by any special mercy 
or blessing that is in his mind, but by 
that which God always is to us. This 
delightful experience can only be acquired 
by constant and close communion with 
God. 

Some of us, alas, need sensible tokens 
of His mercy to call forth any fervency 
at all. We next notice that " He hath 
blessed us." This is in a tense which 
tells us it is completely done, and was 
not a process, so that potentially we 
have it all. The estate is ours. It is 
only for us to enjoy it. To do this, we 
must remember that the question of 
putting away sin is not a thing that goes 
on in our heart, but a mighty work 
which Christ did on the Tree. It is 
this only that can give us assurance, 
that we shall lose the power, the love, 
and the presence of sin because that 
work Christ did, saved us from the 
penalty of sin, and it is the work of the 
Holy Ghost in virtue of this work, done 
on the Cross to make it a reality in us. 
Further, it is our work to see that we 
do not hinder Him. 



I like the " us " in this. Paul, and 
probably there is no greater Apostle, 
puts himself as one of us, and though he 
does so it is perfectly true. All are 
saved by the work of Christ. There is 
no room for boasting or for making a 
difference. 

We think that even though translated 
" with " the point is missed ; it should 
be " in " each time, as it certainly is 
in the original. The great point in 
this chapter is to me, that all believers 
find all in Christ. " In all or every 
spiritual blessing" means we are in 
the sphere or atmosphere of the spiritual 
world. Our blessings are not material 
or sensuous. It is true we do have 
blessings in common with the natural 
man, but these blessings the natural 
man can never enter into. 

" In the heavenly places." This 
expression occurs five times in this 
book, and nowhere else. As we note 
these expressions we shall get the full 
value of the expression, but note, though 
it refers to the heavenlies, we have a 
present experience of it. Personally, I 
gather that just as Joshua led the 
children of Israel into their earthly 
inheritance, yet Caleb, who was his 
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Companion, " carried Canaan in his heart, 
so may we. God has not an earthly 
inheritance, but a spiritual one that is to 
be a present enjoyment to His people 
that can enter into it, which this epistle 
properly understood and enjoyed will 
give us. " In Christ " we are told that 
" In whom are all the treasures of 
knowledge and wisdom hidden." By 
comparing these three expressions 'we 
see that the blessing God has brought 
us into is spiritual in its essence, in its 
action, and in our personal enjoyment 
of it. 

It will already be seen what a strong 
position God has placed us in. There 
was a time at the fall of Lucifer, the 
bright and shining One, that the earth 
was so shaken that it became waste and 
void. Gen. i. 2. From time to time, 
in a much smaller degree God has 
shaken the earth. We are however told, 
in Malachi and in Hebrews, that He will 
shake the earth again, and the heaven 
also, and though we are told that heaven 
and earth will pass away, " God 
remaineth." So we can bless God that 
though all shakeable things will be shaken 
this blessing in Christ is an unshakeable 
one. Praise His name. 



V. 4. " Even as He chose us in Him, 
before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blemish 
before Him in love." 

What a wonderful verse this is. There 
is no knowing at present how long ago 
it was when the foundations of the earth 
were laid. It probably went into 
millions of years. So that God's 
sovereign grace is clearly seen, as we 
certainly were not there. But He saw 
us, and the provision was made for us 
before we came into existence. What 
a wonderful story His grace is now ! 
What will it be when we understand it 
all. 

We have God's purpose clearly set 
before us. We were chosen in order 
that we should be holy and without 
blame. We can see that this character 
alone can suit a people with such a 
position that we are called to, not to 
speak of our destiny in the future. Some 
think the words " in love " should be 
put on to the next expression. It 
certainly fits both beautifully, so I 
have kept to the text. We do know 
that we must be holy and blameless 
before God, even so must we be in love. 

V. 5. " Having fore-ordained us unto 
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adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 
unto Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of 
the glory of His grace." 

What an amazing grace this is ! It 
never loses its wonder. God might have 
chosen us as His servants, but it as sons 
we shall reflect His image. It is for 
this reason that we have the purpose of 
His choice in verse 4. We see that it 
is unto adoption as sons we are with 
Him. The adoption takes place when 
our bodies are redeemed, see Romans 
viii. 29. We are born again as to spirit 
and soul. Our bodies will be adopted ; 
so there we shall be, through or by 
means of the Lord Jesus who brings 
us to Himself. This excludes all thought 
of merit on our part, as we see it is 
according to the good pleasure of His 
will. (We must ever keep in mind that 
scriptures make it abundantly clear we 
share His glory and His throne as the 
Son of Man, not as God's eternal Son.) 
We see this is unto the glory of His 
grace. This praise takes in God's choice 
in verse 4, and His fore-ordaining in 
verse 5. For there is only one that 
God can delight in, and because He loves 
Christ He freely bestows His love on 
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us. We shall see He can do this because 
of what follows. 

VV. 6, 7. " Which He freely bestowed 
on us in the Beloved ; in whom we have 
our redemption through His Blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of His grace." 

This clearly reveals to us, that when 
our God chose us for such blessing, He 
was fully aware of our lost and ruinous 
condition, but, being chosen in the 
Beloved, God can grant us any blessing 
that will take us out of the miry clay, 
and conform us to the image of His 
Son. This is absolutely on the ground 
of the precious blood of Christ. Praise 
God, this redemption is a present 
possession, to be known and enjoyed 
by all the Saints now. What peace it 
brings to our hearts and minds, when we 
are conscious that we have the forgiveness 
of sins, not on account of that which 
we have done but according to God's 
estimate of the value of Christ's precious 
Blood. We have seen that the glory of 
His grace points to the glorious privileges 
already referred to, whereas the riches 
of His grace points to the rich provision 
freely made to those who had been poor 
lost sinners. 



We have Redemption as to sins ; we 
are waiting for the Redemption of God's 
own possession, verse 14. The first is 
the soul, the second the inheritance. 
We cannot be forgiven more than we are. 
God cannot do more to blot out our 
sins, than give us His Son. Nor can 
our self-judgment, so essential for true 
confession, ever be thorough, till we 
see our dead moral and spiritual condition 
fully met at the Cross. 

V. 8. " WTiich He made to abound 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 
having made known to us the mystery 
of His will." 

Here we are taken a further step. 
We cannot be said to abound in full 
forgiveness of sins, for a sinner cannot 
do with less ; it is a positive need. But 
when we come to wisdom and prudence 
(wisdom deals with principles : prudence, 
with action. So that prudence may be 
said to be a child of wisdom) God 
practically says to us that we are now 
delivered from all anxiety as to sins, 
and are therefore free to enter into His 
counsels and plans, and adds that God 
has made known to us the mystery of 
His will. 

We want to look at this carefully, for 
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though we are but boys and girls in 
knowledge, and cannot hope to attain 
to the attainments of the learned, we 
may feel inclined to say we cannot 
possibly enter into mysteries ; we must 
confine ourselves to simple things. 
Should we do this, we practically say 
to God that we have no desire to know 
that which God desires to teach us. 
We need not be afraid of the word 
" mystery." It simply means that which 
God has kept secret, but which is 
intelligible when made known. There 
are many mysteries in the Word. This 
is said to be the mystery of His Will. 
We shall find, I think, as we read on, that 
God does not intend to have the heavens 
as they now are, severed from the earth, 
but united and under the headship of 
Christ. 

V. 9. " According to His good 
pleasure which He purposed in Him 
unto a dispensation of the fulness of 
times, to sum up all things in Christ, 
the things in (Gr.upon) the heavens, 
and the things upon the earth ; in Him, 
I say, in whom also we were made a 
heritage." 

I want each reader to ponder over 
that which I am about to say, because 

11 



all may not agree with me. Some time 
before the war, 1914, we in our Bible 
reading went through Ephesians, and I 
saw or think I saw that it is God's good 
pleasure to purpose in Christ to sum up 
all things " unto a dispensation of the 
fulness of times." This word meant a 
stewardship or law of the house. Adam 
was made steward of Eden. As we read 
carefully, one can see that God had a 
scheme to be worked out, but it failed 
on account of Adam's sin. After the 
Fall, we see God gave man length of 
days, and intended man should walk 
with Him ; it all ended in man giving 
himself to " evil only, evil continually." 
So God's purpose failed. Then came 
the age of the Patriarchs, wherein God 
intended to teach man what family 
life should be. It failed, principally on 
account of idolatry. He then called out 
Abraham, to teach us what national 
life should be, and on two occasions 
God said His intention was to bless them 
for a thousand generations. It failed, 
with but a fraction of that time having 
passed. Now that God has His Church, 
a divine society, as it is frequently called, 
each real Member indwelt by the Holy 
Ghost, we see already, apart from the 
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Word, how it has failed in carrying out 
God's intention. We look forward to 
the Millennium wherein there will be 
much to delight, yet at the end, (Rev. xx) 
we are told Satan must be loosed for a 
season, for a long season alas ! will not 
be required to shew how weak is man, 
even with no Devil to entrap or World 
to allure, to make it manifest that the 
flesh is quite sufficient, if not kept under 
restraint, to separate us from God. 
What an immense rebellion there will 
be against God ? Are all God's purposes 
to be frustrated ? This scripture says 
to me. " No, God will take up His 
purpose in each dispensation and sum 
them up all in Christ in this dispensation. 
This cannot be eternity. For Christ 
at the end of this dispensation surrenders 
it to God, so that God is all. For many 
years I have believed this dispensation 
is between the Millennium and Eternity. 
If you have not seen this, do not dismiss 
the subject but keep your heart and mmd 
open, and prayerfully wait on the Lord. 

Whatever conclusion we may come to, 
and if we have different thoughts about 
it, we can surely enjoy the great truth 
stated here that " In Christ we were 
made a heritage." I think the sense 
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of this expression is that when all is 
wrought out, whatever position others 
may occupy, we are made, through no 
merit of our own, God's portion. If 
these things were not definitely stated 
in the Word, they could not be accepted, 
so incredible do they seem. 

" Having been fore-ordained according 
to the purpose of Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His will." 
Here this is no scheme thought out as a 
result of circumstances, but one conceived 
of in a past eternity, before any 
circumstances, as we understand them, 
could be. And all things are worked 
out, not as a result produced, for the 
word here is that which we get our word 
" energy " from, and brings out the idea 
of personal power which is operative. 
This is so expressed that His will is not 
abitrary, but one guided by counsel, and 
the sum-total of this is " To the end that 
we should be unto the praise of His 
glory, we who had before hoped in 
Christ." This reminds us of the great 
purpose of our being, namely, to be a 
praise unto Him. As the old Scotch 
catechism asks, " What is the chief 
end of man ? " The answer is "To 
glorify God and enjoy Him for ever." 
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This refers to those who had hoped 
in Christ, which means Israel. However' 
the Apostle brings the Gentiles in. 

" In whom ye also, having heard the 
word oi the truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, in whom, having also believed, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is an earnest of our 
redemption of God's own possession, 
unto the praise of His glory." Here we 
sec the Gentiles are now included in the 
New Man, and so receive the indwelling 
of the Spirit. The order is, that they 
believed the gospel, they were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise which 
is an evidence that the deposit has been 
paid, so that this first instalment becomes 
a security that the balance will be 
paid. Boys and girls, this indeed is 
a precious truth. There is so much to 
perplex us in this world, so many 
questions that we cannot answer, but 
here is solid ground for us. We soon 
know if we have the Holy Ghost or not. 
Knowing that we have the Holy Spirit, 
we know that God's own possession will 
surely be redeemed, for the redemption 
of the possession is that which Christ 
came to do, and it is surely the purpose 
for which the Holy Ghost works, that 
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it is to the praise of His glory. Blessed 
God and Father, we pray Thee that we 
may not hinder the work of the Holy 
Ghost. 

V. 15. " For this cause I also, having 
heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus 
which is among you, and which ye shew 
to all the saints, cease not to give thanks 
for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers." 

Here we see that the faith towards 
all the saints becoming known to him, 
it calls from the Apostle Paul a note 
of praise to God, and a uniting of them 
in his prayers to God. The Authorised 
Version has love. It is found in the 
Greek text published by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. This to 
me gives more sense. We may see the 
result of faith ; I am not clear that we 
can see Faith or that it can be shewn. 
Love certainly can. It seems to me 
Faith is the root, and Love the fruit. 
This leads him out in prayer for them. 
We might think why he should pray 
for Christians in such a bright condition. 
The fact is that none knew better than 
the Apostle Paul the great fact that 
" He that hath, to him it shall be given " 
Hence we can see why that when he 
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does pray for them, the petition is of a 
most exalted kind. 

V. 17. " That the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory." 

Here we get what God is to Christ as 
man. Christ acknowledges this, but also 
reveals Him; especially as here, as 
the Father of glory. Without perceiving 
the full divine splendour .of God's glory, 
there can be no eternal life without 
it in any full sense of the word, and 
nowhere can we see the glory of God 
and Father revealed, except in the face 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

" May give unto you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him." This Spirit of Wisdom can only 
come to us through the Holy Ghost. 
He came here, as far as believers are 
concerned, to reveal the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our Lord told us that no one 
knew the Son except the Father, and 
no one knew the Father except the Son 
and he to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal Him. Eternal Life is to know 
the Father and the Son. It is clear 
that to the extent we know the Lord 
we know the Father also. For he that 
hath seen the Son hath seen the Father. 
Yet it is also clear that this scripture 
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shuts out a clear understanding of the 
person of the Son. Yet this scripture 
shews us that the Holy Ghost does in 
some degree reveal the Son to us, and 
this prayer is that it may be an ever-
increasing and growing knowledge of 
Christ. This is done through a revelation 
of the Holy Ghost ; it cannot come in 
any other way. 

" Having the eyes of your heart 
enlightened." This figure here I know 
is understood in various ways. To me 
it confirms the thought met elsewhere, 
that progress in the knowledge of Christ 
is through our affections. The more 
our affections go out to Him the keener 
will our eyesight be as to His perfections 
and beauties. 

" That ye may know what is hope 
of His calling, what the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
and what the exceeding greatness of 
His power to usward who believe." 
I have made notes in my Bible of 
beautiful thoughts that I have gained 
somewhere, but reading my Bible and 
with the little knowledge I have picked 
up from the Greek grammar, I read 
it (xis), " Who is the hope ; (tfs) Who 
the riches (I incline to think, " The rich 
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one") and what the exceeding 
greatness." 

This commends itself to me because, 
as a saint, the hope of my calling is 
Christ. To be with Him and like Him 
is my hope. I cannot remember having 
any other hope. I know other benefits 
will probably accrue, but I do not think 
of them. 

As to the riches of the glory of His 
- inheritance in the saints, I can only 

think that God or the Lord, as He gazes 
upon His inheritance, will only value 
what He sees of Christ amongst us. 

As we think about these tremendous 
statements and remember the pit from 
which we have been digged, we cannot 
but exclaim with wonder " What the 
exceeding greatness of His power to 
usward who believe ! " How rich this 
destiny that is ours, makes our lives. 
How it supports us during our pilgrimage 
down here ! 

According to that working of the 
strength of His might which He wrought 
in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead, and made Him to sit at His right 
hand in the heavenly places far above 
all rule, and authority, and power, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
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not only in this world but also in that 
which is to come. And He put all 
things in subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him to be head over all things to 
the Church which is His body, the fulness 
of Him that filleth all in all." 

There are two facts stated here that 
were wrought for Christ. He was raised 
from the dead and was made to sit at 
the right hand of God. We however 
must realise that Christ being exalted 
is an earnest that those that are His will 
share it. For in John xiv. Christ 
distinctly promised us, " That where I 
am there will ye be also." What a joy 
it is to see this Blessed One occupying 
this exalted position and to think of the 
marvellous grace that we, who were 
children of wrath, will share it with 
Him. How wonderful to think that as 
Son of Man (not as Son of God) He would 
not be complete without us. Adam 
would not have been complete without 
Eve, so here we see the glorified man is 
not complete without the Church. 

As we read this carefully, it confirms 
us in thinking that the Millennium does 
not cover this verse and that another 
dispensation is essential. 

20 



Chapter It, 

" And you (did He quicken) when ye 
were dead through your trespasses and 
sins." This to us boys and girls may 
seem a strange way to write, yet, dear 
reader, it is for want of understanding 
the scriptural use of this word that we 
get so many errors amongst those that 
profess Christ. We can but look at a 
few obvious texts, I trust, to make it 
clear. However, every one of us can 
be on the alert as we read Scripture. 
Romans vi. 11 when we reckon ourselves 
as incapable of sinning. Romans vii. 8. 
" Sin is dead " when it is unable to work 
its effects. James ii. 17 " Faith is 
dead" when it fails to produce its 
corresponding works. Hebrews x. 14 
" Works are dead' when they are 
destitute of that divine element which 
alone gives them reality (Lightfoot). 

V. 2. " Wherein aforetime ye walked 
according to the course of this world." 
How active is this kind of death ! 

We have seen the marvellous future 
of God's people. Here we see the 
degraded position God has quickened us 
from, in fact, it is a dead condition. 
This shuts out the thought that man is 
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in a sickly condition, and. needs but 
training and education, etc. There is 
even no gradation of moral worth ; dead 
is the verdict. 

A quickened soul is for ever Im¬ 
mortality of the soul is not a scriptural 
expression, but what is intended is 
that it is absurd to a renewed mind to 
think otherwise. 

" According to the prince of the power 
of the air, of the spirit now working in 
the sons of disobedience." This is indeed 
a very unpleasant statement to accept. 
There is nothing the ungodly like more 
than to think they are free-thinkers and 
quite free from religious superstitions. 
We who know what it is to be born 
again, know that is just where the prince 
of the air wants them to be, and we know 
what bond-servants they are to sin. 

V. 3. " Among whom we also all 
once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, 
even as the rest : " 

Here is a statement that no believer 
can question, that we who are born 
again had just the same experience as 
the unbelievers have now. Yet, true 
as this may be, the natural man, who has 
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never experienced the new birth and 
has no conception of our experience, 
thinks himself superior to those of us 
who know both sides. It would be 
laughable if it were not for the serious 
consequences to him. Some natural men 
have perhaps kindly natures, but the 
thing that matters is whether we are 
doing the will of God. 

How strong is this expression, " by 
nature." Yet God did not make man 
so; man chose the path of sin and 
dishonour. 

V. 4. " But God, being rich in mercy, 
for His great love wherewith He loved 
us, even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, quickened us together with 
Christ (M. in Christ). (By grace have 
ye been saved)." 

How beautiful this is ! " God being 
rich in mercy." Digressing a little, it is 
well to keep ever in mind that though 
God is rich in mercy He has chosen us 
to be rich in faith (James ii. 5.) and 
commands us to be rich in good works. 
(I. Tim. vi. 18.) 

But notice this rich mercy has been 
shewn towards us because of His love 
toward us, and amazing grace, when we 
were dead in trespasses and sins, His 
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love survived our spiritual death. 
Scripture makes this abundantly clear. 

Notice that Paul says " us." I 
sometimes think we are inclined to place 
the Apostle as one far beyond us which, 
with most of us, is probably true, but 
the Apostle never does. He knew we 
are all equally dependent on the grace 
of God, and that grace is without limit. 
Here indeed is no room for boasting, but, 
as far as gratitude is concerned, it is 
without limit. " By grace have ye been 
saved." When we look back to the 
Cross we see how true this is. We think 
it well to remind ourselves that other 
scriptures clearly teach us we are being 
saved. We know that by grace we are 
sanctified, justified, etc, but our salvation 
takes in (our daily experience fully 
confirms it) the constant assistance and 
presence of the Lord, and further, we 
are definitely promised that we shall be 
saved. This includes freedom from the 
presence of sin, sorrow, pain, etc. and 
above all to be altogether with Him 
and like Him. Praise His Name. 

V. 6. " And raised us up together 
with Him, and made us to sit with Him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus : 
that in the ages to come he might shew 
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the exceeding riches of His grace, in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus." 
We saw in the previous verse we were 
quickened with or in Him; we here 
are told " He has raised us up with Him 
and made us to sit with Him." In the 
previous chapter we have been told that 
Christ has been made to sit in the 
heavenly places, so that we see here 
Salvation is regarded as a complete, or 
rather, a certain thing, whereas 
Philippians shews salvation as a 
progressive thing. There salvation is 
viewed as the children of Israel through 
the wilderness, but here Christ is viewed 
as having entered Canaan, and we are 
with Him there. How essential are both 
to meet my need. In itself, Ephesians 
would not suffice to meet me in my 
weakness. If I have gone astray, what 
can help me in my trouble ? Hebrews 
shews me, a High Priest in the glory 
pleading for me, the blotting out of my 
sins being His work. 

It seems very clear to me that though 
this is not a literal fact with us, here, 
now, we are intended by faith to live in 
the enjoyment of it, and that unless we 
do we cannot hope to enjoy heaven down 
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here, but will have to wait till we get 
there. 

Here we see God's purpose fully set 
forth in one direction at least. God 
desires that all His creatures should know 
Him. How could unfalien creatures 
know anything of the grace ot God ? 
We shall be there as witnesses. Right 
through the eternal ages they will see 
those who were by nature children of 
wrath and doing the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, through God's sovereign 
grace and kindness towards them, 
conformed to the image of Christ and 
brought into the closest possible relation¬ 
ship with Him. 

" For by grace have ye been saved 
through faith." This marvellous grace 
must be a wonderful sight to these 
spiritual beings. We can quite 
understand them being desirous of 
looking into these things. I have no 
doubt God will so instruct them that they 
will gain much knowledge, but we have 
an experimental knowledge of this 
sovereign grace. Grace is indeed a 
' charming sound'. As we meditate on 
this grace, how with our experimental 
knowledge, it brings a sob to the throat 
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and tears to the eyes ! These are tears 
and sobs of Joy. 

I cannot but think that this is also 
a reminder that God knows our foolish 
hearts, and that the general tendency 
of us all is to cling to some sort of merit, 
but, praise God, the strength of our 
position is sovereign grace. I am fully 
assured, as far as I am personally 
concerned, that if one link of the chain 
depended upon me, it would snap. 
Nothing but God's sovereign grace suits 
me. 

" And that not of yourselves ; it is 
the gift of God : not of works, that no 
man should glory." I have met those 
that think that it is salvation that is 
the gift of God. Personally I think 
the context demands that it is Faith. 

" For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared that we should walk in 
them." How we should carefully ponder 
over this wonderful and yet true 
statement ! We are told in 2. Cor. v 
" That if any man be in Christ he is a 
new creature." This scripture says we 
are God's workmanship, but that He 
has made us in Christ. We must ever 
remember this, especially should we ever 
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be tempted to act independently of our 
brethren. One would not say that this 
could never be, but we must be clear 
on the point, for we may be called by 
God to take such a step. I feel personally 
convinced that it will be an unpleasant 
necessity, so that when I have met those 
who appear to glory in being that which 
they call a free lance, it makes me 
doubtful of them. 

We are however, created in Christ 
for good works. If it is kept steadily 
in mind that these good works are those 
that God has afore prepared, and that 
we should walk in them, and that this 
means that there can be no independence, 
as far as God is concerned, that it must 
be His will and not our own, then we 
shall be safe. 

We must however make a special 
effort to discover what is meant in 
Scripture by good works. I think it 
will be found to have a greater range 
than most young people think. Read 
Titus and James. There are of course 
many other scriptures. The good work 
that God esteems most highly is the 
formation of such character within 
ourselves that best fits us to represent 
Christ, and to look after the widow, the 
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orphan, etc. You will, I am sure, find 
it very profitable to read your Bible 
with this in view. 

V. 11. " Wherefore remember that 
aforetime ye, the Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called uncircumcision, in the 
flesh, made by hands : that ye were 
at that time separate from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of the promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world." 

Here, dear reader, is a scripture that 
must be read carefully, for there is 
quite a difference of opinion about it. 
However, we can trust the Holy Ghost 
to teach us the truth. 

When God formed the Jews into a 
nation, he gave them peculiar blessings 
and promises that the Gentiles had no 
part with. The world was brought into 
two definite bodies, Jew and Gentile. 
The point that we must be clear on is 
whether or not the Lord brought the 
Gentile into companionship with the 
Jewish position, as some affirm. " But 
now in Christ Jesus ye that once were 
far off are made nigh in the blood of 
Christ." Here we get a clear intimation 
that the union takes place in Christ. 
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We know from elsewhere that in Christ 
there is " neither Greek nor Jew " Now 
we see the world divided into three 
bodies, the Gentile, the Jew, and the 
Church oi God. 

V. 14. " For He is our peace, who 
made both one, and brake down the 
middle wall of partition, having abolished 
in His flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances : 
that He might create in Himself of the 
twain one new man, so making peace : 
that He might reconcile them both in 
one body unto God through the Cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby." 

It is indeed wonderful to see how that 
in Christ, the enmity between Jew and 
Gentile was destroyed. This enmity was 
created by the wonderful position God 
had given the Jew. This position was 
given to them in order that they might 
be a blessing to the whole earth, whereas 
they used this position to foster pride in 
their hearts, which developed into hatred 
and bitterness. What a lesson this gives 
to us ! We meet with many sections 
who call themselves Catholics. There 
are many different sections of the, 
so-called Christian Church. Some avow 
that they believe in the Holy Catholic 
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Church, others in the Orthodox Church, 
Protestant, etc. Hence we see a similar 
bitter spirit that has produced war, 
hatred, persecution, etc. With the Jew 
they could claim God's intention. Their 
trouble came about by not carrying out 
God's intention, whereas we have not 
only the rejection of the authority of 
Christ in His own church, and claiming 
authority for the Church, but each 
section claiming to be the Church. 

Here we are distinctly told that God 
abolished this enmity, by the simple 
plan of putting them both in Christ. 
Loving Him, they are bound to love 
each other. This is a common experience 
of those who just gather to the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Bring in anything else, 
and trouble comes. But note, this new 
man is created by being reconciled into 
one body, by God, through the Cross, 
hence the immense importance to all 
who call themselves Christian, of what 
the Cross of Christ means, and of the 
all-sufficient position it brings us into. 
It is only through His incarnation that 
Christ could be crucified. We see over 
and over again in the various scriptures 
we read how dependent our salvation is 
on this. 
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We can be sure that those that are 
ecclesiastics, as we call them, do not 
like the efficacy of the Blood too clearly 
taught, for those who have a clear 
vision as to that which Christ has done 
for His own have no need for their 
services, our Apostle and High Priest 
being quite sufficient. 

V. 17. " And He came and preached 
peace to you that were far off, and peace 
to them that were nigh." This fruit 
of His work on the Cross gave peace 
to the Gentile far off from God, and also 
to the Jews who were in the Old 
Covenant, but failed to take advantage 
of it. However, this is effective. " For 
through Him we both have access in one 
Spirit unto the Father." 

Here we see that our true relationship 
to God is restored; whether Jew or 
Gentile, our access to the Father can 
only be by the Holy Ghost in virtue of 
the work of Christ on the Cross. 

V. 19." So then ye are no more strangers 
and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God, being built upon the foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the chief corner-stone, 
in whom each several building, fitly 
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framed together, groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord ; in whom ye also 
are builded together for a habitation of 
God in the Spirit." 

In the dispensation of the Jews the 
Gentiles did come in, but as strangers 
and sojourners. Some might even 
become a proselyte, and become a Jew, 
but in this new order there is no 
difference ; they were, and are, equally 
fellow-citizens and equally members of 
the household of God. 

We can therefore plainly see that there 
is no room for boasting by any of us, 
whether we are Jews or Gentiles. Alas, 
how prone man is to boast ! We are 
amazed at what a little some will boast 
about. 

These are said to be built upon " the 
foundation of the Apostles and Pro¬ 
phets." We must be very careful here, 
and prayerfully ponder over this, for 
some who are considered learned go 
astray here. These apostles and 
prophets " are the New Testament ones, 
for God is building the Christian Church 
on a new foundation. Even this 
expression must be viewed carefully 
as it will be very easy to mistake my 
meaning. 
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This statement is in the genitive case. 
The case nearly its equivalent in English 
is the possessive case. The Greek 
grammars would say the author or 
possessor. We could never give to any 
but God the position of the Author of 
the Church, so the foundation that the 
Apostles themselves built upon was that 
which it was given them to lay, namely, 
Christ crucified. What a firm foundation 
we have ! When we consider what 
important things must be true before 
we can speak of Christ crucified. Then 
we see that the next thing stated is 
that not only is Christ crucified the 
foundation, but He Himself is the chief 
corner-stone. 

We can quite see that Christ crucified 
is the foundation, for at whatever point 
we begin in the Christian plan of 
redemption, we go back and we see that 
all is based upon Christ crucified. Every 
blessing we shall ever have is built 
upon it. But when we get to this 
expression " chief corner-stone " we must 
look at it carefully. The word used here 
is a compound of two Greek words Top 
or Tip and Corner. I have met the 
expression, ' the foundation corner¬ 
stone." I can understand a key-stone 
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to an arch, but a corner-stone being a 
foundation is without meaning to me. I 
have even been told there was a precipice 
side to the Temple, and a corner-stone 
jutting out. I can attach no weight 
to the evidence I have received. I can 
only understand a foundation stone that 
carries all the building, and as one 
interested in building we had to see it 
was under every part of the building. 
Corner foundation stones I simply regard 
as just a scheme to get people to put 
money upon it, or as some other device 
foreign to building. I think a careful 
reading of Isaiah xxviii. 16 (R.V.) teaches 
us that that foundation stone is the top 
corner stone, which I most heartily 
believe, and I think the Apostle Peter 
(I. Peter ii.) makes it clear, referring to a 
legend that I understand was current, 
that when the builders came across a 
stone, they rejected it, but when they 
had finished, the head corner stone was 
the one they had rejected. 

I believe Christ is all. 
We then see that each several building 

is fitly framed together and groweth 
into a temple in the Lord, etc. We must 
I think, keep the figure and the fact 
distinct in our minds. 
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If we take the tafaerncaie, we, I think, 
would turn to the boards and see how 
each board was fitly framed together 
and so went to make a place for God to 
dwell in. If we take the Temple, we 
would accept the chambers as an integral 
part of the building, though the fitly 
framing together is not so clear. I 
cannot but think that the Tabernacle, 
and each Temple, are all pictures of the 
true temple God is building. 

We know that each saint's body is 
a temple of the Holy Ghost, and that 
the Holy Ghost is framing us together 
for an eternal habitation of God in the 
Spirit. We believe that when this grand 
temple is complete it will be seen how 
fitly framed together it will be. 

To get the best present value out of 
this, we must, I think, regard each local 
Assembly as an earnest of this. We 
know the Assembly is built up of the 
temples of the Holy Ghost, and can by 
prayer and close walk with God seek 
to be fitly framed together, and so 
present a beautiful testimony to all 
that know us. 
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Chapter 111. 

Here we get a parenthesis or 
digression. Chapter iv. follows on 
chapter ii. The Apostle has revealed 
the truth that Jew and Gentile being 
formed into one new man, with equal 
privileges, would be declaring a universal 
Gospel in this present age. This may 
possibly, to any one who believed the 
Old Testament, appear to undermine the 
teaching of the Old Testament, for there, 
though blessing to the Gentile is clearly 
taught, it is not as equal in position to 
the Jew. This, I think, is the point the 
Apostle stops to deal with. 

" For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner 
of Jesus Christ in behalf of you Gentiles." 
It was because of this very gospel that 
Paul declares himself to be a prisoner. 
I think we can be sure that if the Gospel 
had retained to the Jew all the privileges 
they had been in the habit of considering 
theirs, there would not have been the 
hostility to the Gospel. It is very sad 
to think that human nature, in so many, 
cannot bear to share blessings in common, 
but must have a superior position. Yet 
had they carefully considered the Gospel, 
they would have seen that their position 
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under the Gospel, though shared in 
common with the Gentiles, was much to 
be preferred to the position given to a 
Jew in the Old Dispensation, a position 
which will, when the New Man is gone, 
assuredly come true. 

Paul rejoiced in the fact that Christ 
had called him to suffer for the Church 
he had persecuted, and intended to fill 
up to the full this privilege. (See note, 
Col. i. 24.) 

"If so be that ye have heard of the 
dispensation of the grace of God which 
was given me to you-ward." 

Here the Apostle Paul distinctly states 
that this stewardship of this church 
dispensation was given to him. No 
doubt Paul made it known to the other 
apostles. It was the Apostle Paul that 
had this honour, so that if there is any 
truth in Apostolic succession, it ought 
to be traced to Paul, not. Peter. 

We must be careful here as to what 
we understand by the word " steward¬ 
ship " or " dispensation." Personally I 
understand it to be the truth of this new 
man, composed of Jew and Gentile, 
which is the Apostle's theme here. 

There are those who think it means 
that Paul, and we also, are stewards 
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of the divine treasury. They would 
quote Matthew xiii. 11. 

It is, I think, the value we place upon 
the peculiar position and privileges of 
the new man, and above all, its character, 
that will help us. How any learned 
man can believe this to be a general 
statement instead of one that is 
concerning the Church only, is difficult 
to understand. I remember, when I 
took to the reading of the Bible, how 
confused it all seemed. I could not 
make things fit, till I heard a brother 
say that " Dispensation truth is the key 
to Scripture." When I understood what 
he meant, I speedily found all my 
difficulties go, and without it the Bible 
is all confusion. 

I quite think that we must not get 
wrong notions of even so valuable a 
truth as dispensation truth, for I am 
sure I have met those who get out of 
balance with the truth and come to all 
sorts of absurd conclusions. I have 
found some lose nearly all their Bible, 
and think that all we have are the 
prison epistles. 

If we keep these dispensations quite 
distinct in our minds, and yet remember 
that all moral and spiritual truths are 
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always true, and that we can find their 
counterpart in every dispensation, we 
shall find that all scripture is indeed 
profitable to us. 

V. 3. " How that by revelation was 
made known unto me the mystery, as 
I wrote afore in few words, whereby, 
when ye read, ye can perceive my 
understanding in the mystery of Christ : 
which in other generations was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it hath 
now been revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets in the Spirit." 

There are two or three points to 
consider in this portion. The first is 
that this is not man-imparted to him, 
but God-revealed. The truth of " The 
Body," as we speak of it, is found only 
in Paul's writings. Personally, I believe 
it found its root in the words of Christ 
to Paul when He said, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ? Paul then saw 
that Christ and His Church are one. 

The next point we must ask even boys 
and girls to do, is to notice carefully 
the expression, "As it hath now been 
revealed." 

Very much will depend upon the way 
we read this expression as to how we 
understand the whole of the truth 
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connected with the Church. Remember, 
we must come to no hasty conclusion, 
but when we do come to a conclusion, 
it must be in harmony with the whole 
of the Scripture. 

There are those who do not regard 
the Church as a " new man " but believe 
that the truth was imperfectly known, 
and that the Prophets taught the 
incorporation of the Gentiles with the 
Jews, but not their equality ; so that, 
" As it hath now been revealed " alludes 
to a fuller revelation of the position 
of the Gentile with Jew. 

We shall see, as we proceed, that the 
whole argument demands a new 
dispensation, and that which the 
Prophets proclaimed as to Jew and 
Gentile will yet be fulfilled and not 
altered. All that the Prophets taught 
about the future will yet become true, 
and will not be set aside for other, 
though better, plans. Personally, I 
cannot admit that God can improve 
upon any of His plans. 

We shall see that the Church is an 
assembly gathered together by the 
knowledge of Christ; dead and risen, 
and united by the Holy Ghost to Christ 
as the glorified man. 
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V. 6. " To wit, that the Gentiles are 
fellow-heirs, and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow-partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel." 

This scripture does not admit the 
Gentiles into equality in anything but 
the body, even though dispensationally 
they are of lesser importance. What 
wonderful grace hath God given to 
Gentile and Jew, that we should enter 
into the marvellous position of being 
fellow-heirs with Christ and fellow-
members of Christ's mystical body, and 
fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ 
through the Gospel ! When we think 
of the extent any one of these three 
include we find, like the Queen of 
Sheba, that there is no more spirit in 
us, and feel what an ocean of blessing 
is before us. 

V. 7. " Whereof I was made a 
minister, according to the gift of the 
grace of God which was given me 
according to the working of His power." 

This ministry to which God had called 
Paul, was according to two things. It 
was " according to the gift of the grace 
of God." How important this is, for 
all God's servants are sometimes inclined 
to get weary and faint in their work. 
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It is indeed important fox us to remember 
that the very fact that we are called into 
God's service is a marvellous act of 
God's grace to us. Blessed God and 
Father, help us to enter into this great 
privilege more devotedly. It was also 
" according to the working of His power." 
In many ways this truth is given to us. 
What can make us more humble than to 
be fully assured that every element of 
success in our ministry is due not to us 
but to the working of God's power 
through us. Further, what a freedom 
from care and anxiety this will give us. 
The results are with God. He blesses as 
He pleases. We have simply and 
faithfully to please Him, and the " Well 
done ! " will assuredly be ours. With 
these thoughts in his mind, how natural 
it is to the Apostle to realise how small 
he is. 

" Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, was this grace given." 

Boys and girls, as we read this 
expression, we remember that the Apostle 
says in II Cor. xi. 5. " For I reckon that 
I am not a whit behind the very chiefest 
of the apostles." We see how that two 
apparently contradictory statements can 
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both be true ; it depends entirely upon 
the view-point. 

In Ephesians iii. 8. the Apostle has 
in mind his great appointment as the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. To whom was 
this grace given but to one whose sole 
object was to destroy the church and 
every believer in it. Realising that he 
was worse than any, yet he rejoices 
in God's sovereign grace. In II Cor. xi. 5. 
the Apostle has his message and its 
receptance before him, and claims that 
he was not behind the very chiefest of 
the Apostles. They were messengers 
from God, and their messages were 
given ; so was his. This is comforting 
to us all. If we have a message from 
God, though not a revelation from God, 
it is a past revelation from God and 
stored up in His Word for our use. 
Therefore, if from the Word, it is a 
revelation from God and is second to 
none. Hence we should, like the Apostle 
have high opinion of the importance 
and dignity of our message, remembering 
that though the Apostle by revelation 
had a message, it had lost nothing 
through lapse of time, but practically 
was revealed in order that it might be 
placed in the Word. 



V. 8. "To preach unto the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ." 

We see that this is the first reason 
given as to why this grace was given 
unto Paul. If we look at this carefully 
we see that it is to proclaim that which 
can never fully be proclaimed. This 
is better understood the more we increse 
in the knowledge of Christ. His riches 
are unsearchable because they are 
inexhaustible. Praise our blessed God, 
the Holy Ghost does enable us to be 
ever getting fresh treasures from the 
mine, and being men, the love of 
possession is very strong in us. Here 
is the truest direction in which we may 
accumulate, for if to be a blessing is our 
object in life, we shall be able to give 
out the true riches. We do not despise 
any riches, and we quite recognise that 
gifts of God, even in material things, 
are good and necessary, provided that 
to be a blessing is our object. Only 
with reverence I say that there is no 
gift the Father has given us that can 
be compared with the gift of His Son. 

The second reason is, " And to make 
all men see what is the stewardship of 
the mystery which from all ages hath 
been hid in God who created all things." 
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I have read various translations, and 
they are expressed differently. I find 
here the same difficulty with " Tis " that 
I have in chapter i. I can only read 
this whilst looking at the grammar as 
" who." This I do know : that the 
stewardship that Paul had given him 
was to open up to all the Gentiles the 
mystery of Christ incarnate. As I get 
older, the thought of Christianity as a 
religion becomes fainter, for increasingly 
I see that our faith has all in a person, 
namely Christ. It truly is a grand 
experience to realise that " Christ is 
all." 

We note that it is the mystery they 
were to see, and this mystery is " hid in 
God." It does not say " in the 
scriptures," for Christ incarnate can 
only be known to the Father absolutely, 
but it is truly wonderful, the things the 
Holy Ghost has taught us through the 
scriptures concerning this mystery. 

" To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places might be made known 
through the Church the manifold wisdom 
of God, according to the eternal purpose 
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord : " 
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What a view this opens up to our 
gaze ! Here we see God's purpose for 
all the ages. Going back from the first 
created intelligence, however many 
millions of years ago that may have 
been, right the way through the eternal 
ages to come, all are according to God's 
purpose ; there is nothing unforeseen, 
nothing unprovided for. We can be 
quite sure that the work of creation 
would never have been carried out, 
had not God at the same time conceived 
the plan of Redemption. Both things 
were hidden together in the mind of 
the Creator of all things, waiting their 
historical manifestation. We have seen 
elsewhere that without the story of sin 
and suffering, the knowledge of, to us, 
the most attractive side of God's 
character would not have been possible 
by experience. 

Yet we see that the unfallen intelli¬ 
gences can never experience the 
knowledge of God that we do, but we 
are told here that they are to be taught 
it, by the wonderful manifestations of 
God's love in taking us, when helpless 
and without strength, out of the pit and 
miry clay, and bringing us into His 
most holy presence. What marvellous 
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manifestations of God's love do they see ! 
Do we who are the objects of God's 
redemptive love encer fully into our 
wonderful privileges. Willing ignorance 
of this truth arises from our secret love 
of the world. For it is certain we cannot 
properly enter into this and walk with 
the world. 

" In whom we have boldness and access 
in confidence through our faith in Him 
(margin " the faith of Him " ). 

The only reason that I can see why it is 
translated " faith in Him " is because 
they appear to forget that the genitive 
is the case of the author as well as 
possessor; they are reluctant to put 
the possessor, so put it in the dative 
case. Literally I should translate it, 
" By means of the faith of Him." To 
me it is clearly as the author of faith. I 
do not like to translate it in a different 
case. Let us look at it clearly. We are 
taught that " faith " is the gift of God, 
so that " In Whom (i.e. Christ) we have 
boldness and access (to God) because of 
this faith He has given us." 

" Wherefore I ask that ye faint not 
at my tribulations for you, which are 
your glory." 

We have seen in other scriptures that 
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Christ intended the Apostle to suffer 
for the Church he had persecuted. In 
Colossians we see he gloried in them, 
and did not intend to fall short, etc. 
but here our eyes are opened to the 
intensity of them. He has to make 
request that he does not faint under 
them. When we think of the fortitude 
of Paul, it makes us feel how intense his 
tribulations must have been. 

" Which are your glory" suggests 
the thought (and the Apostle finds 
comfort in it) that if God calls a man to 
suffer so for His church, God must 
greatly value the church. 

V. 14. " For this cause I bow my 
knees unto the Father, from whom every 
family (M. fatherhood) in heaven and on 
earth is named, that He would grant 
unto you, according to the riches of 
His glory, that ye may be strengthened 
with power in the inward man ; that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith ; to the end that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be strong 
to apprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, that ye may 
be filled with all the fulness of God." 
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We, as boys and girls, must give all 
the prayerful attention possible to this 
paragraph. The Apostle says, " For this 
cause," namely, on account of this new 
man composed of Jew and Gentile. 
He says he bows his knees to the Father. 
Here he sees the immense possibilities 
that belong to this new body. He 
realises that every Fatherhood has come 
from God. The Authorised Version says 
the whole family. There is no article 
here. The whole family would require 
it, and further, with our Bibles before 
us, one cannot think all created beings 
are in one family. We also see that 
God in His ways is full of variety. I 
expect the wonders of His creatorial 
works will be beyond our expectations 
even with regard to intelligent creatures. 

We Christians who are baptised into 
this body will do well if we, also make 
it our constant habit to bow our knees 
to the Father in order that we may enter 
fully into the inheritance that is surely 
ours down here. ' _•/•,-_ 
; • T h e Apost le reques ts t h a t we m a y be 
strengthened " according to the riches 
of His glory. This word " according " is 
frequently used in this book. To make 
a survey of each time it is used gives 
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us clearly to see that we should never 
be satisfied with less than God intends 
us to have. Here the riches of His 
glory would be all the perfections of 
Christ/hence our prayers should not be 
limited to less than this. 

The next step is that we, through the 
Holy Ghost, be strengthened in the inner 
man, i.e. the true self. We must never 
lose sight of the fact of how dependent, 
we are on the Holy Ghost. , 

" That Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith." The word " dwell " here 
means a permanent dwelling, not to 
sojourn. Jeremiah (chapter xiv. 8, 9.) 
saw the desirability of a permanent 
presence. He could see that a sojourner 
was the source of Judah's trouble, as it 
will be ours. Through faith Christ may 
dwell in our hearts, i.e. our character. 
" Rooted and grounded in love." Here 
we see that love is the site, and these 
two figures are most suggestive—that 
of a tree whose roots go down deep into 
the soil, suggests life. And " grounded " 
i.e. a building, the foundations being on 
the site, points to stability. These two 
factors must of necessity flow from a 
heart wherein Christ dwells. " May be 
strong (fully strong enough) to apprehend 
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with all the saints." It is very important 
that we see all that is possible in this 
expression. It tells me that this is not 
an individual privilege, but it is one 
common to all the saints. If I am to 
apprehend with all the saints, I must 
see that I do not miss those gatherings 
wherein the saints meet to read the 
Word mutually. Recognising that the 
whole body is built up with that which 
every joint supplieth, it is our bounden 
duty, apart from its being one of our 
greatest privileges, to exchange our 
spiritual treasures with one another. 
" What is the breadth and length, height 
and depth." Not that it is possible 
as far as I can see, but we are called 
upon to know the extent of the sphere, 
for these four dimensions are, by the 
construction of the original, to be taken 
as one and not four. The next step is, 
" To know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge." It may seem 
strange to us boys and girls that we are 
called upon to know that which passeth 
knowledge. I understand it in this way. 
We all have a measure of the knowledge 
of Christ. We all experience that, as 
we meditate and converse about the 
Word, our knowledge of Christ gets 
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larger in the four directions, and though 
I expect to make rapid strides when 
I am home, I am fully persuaded that 
eternity will not exhaust the wonders 
of our Lord. 

" That ye may be filled with all the 
fulness of God." This brings before 
us again that this can only be reached 
when every joint supplieth its own 
contribution. If that which the Holy 
Ghost has actually given to each 
particular saint could be before us, 
what a fulness we should have ! 

V. 20. " Now unto Him that is 
able to do exceedingly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, unto Him be the 
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus 
unto all generations for ever and ever. 
Amen." 

There is alas a very great difference 
between what we ask or think and 
what we can ask or think. The measure 
of our asking and thinking depends upon 
our obedience to this power that worketh 
in us. With this text before us, we can 
be sure that we need put no limitations 
on His ability. We can be sure that 
all the glory in the Church is His. Man 
cannot strictly give glory unto God, 
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except in the sense that we recognise 
and give to Him the praise that is His. 

V. 21, suggests clearly that the 
distinctions God has made are eternal. 

Chapter IV. 

" I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthily of the 
calling wherewith ye were called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long-
suffering, forbearing one another in love, 
giving diligence to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace." 

The Apostle as the prisoner in the 
Lord beseeches them. There appears 
to me to be an indirect statement that 
his condition in the prison might have 
been" such that his life would have been 
filled with sorrow, and probably, had 
he found himself in the same conditions 
without Christ, it would have been. 
What he has been telling them in the 
first three chapters of this book is 
sufficient to keep us happy under any 
condition. He now brings before them 
the great fact that our Christian life is 
the practical result of the Christian 
doctrine that we possess, hence the vast 
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importance of a full apprehension of the 
Christian doctrine. 

The fact that he beseeches them, 
comes to me, just at the present moment, 
with very great force, some few thousand 
miles away from home. This being 
my fourth visit to these parts, and 
visiting the same places each time, 
I see the necessity for this attitude of 
Paul's. I also have seen it more or less 
in all my Christian life. The last 
ease is before me. I know a place that 
I have not visited on this and the last 
visit. On enquiry I find that a place 
that has every prospect of a prosperous 
state does not grow. I find it is as I 
feared. The one who is the most 
prominent person there has a family 
life and a business life which has no 
good report from without, and those 
who have sought to strengthen them 
have felt compelled to attach themselves 
to those with whom they would not 
otherwise have joined. 

I do trust that both writer and reader 
will ponder carefully and prayerfully 
the things the Holy Ghost brings before 
us in this portion. Let us wait upon the 
Lord to see that by His grace we do 
apprehend in a larger measure the 
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doctrine laid down in the three previous 
chapters and pray that grace be given 
us, that we may not hinder the Holy 
Ghost in the work of making our lives 
an outward manifestation of the power 
of the Christian truth, for this is the 
calling to which we have been called. 

Here we are given to understand that 
for this purpose the three graces must 
be carefully cultivated. When one 
considers the wonderful position and the 
marvellous privileges that are ours, we 
can in one sense understand how it 
may turn us to pride. This, alas, is the 
effect with us, unless we enter very 
fully into God's marvellous grace. The 
Apostle recognises this, and exhorts us 
to lowliness or humility. We can see 
how searching the test is. If we are 
occupied with self, even these great 
privileges will but engender pride, 
whereas if we are occupied with God, 
these privileges will give to us a deep 
sense of our unworthiness, and create 
a heart full of gratitude to our God for 
His marvellous grace. This will, I have 
no doubt, lead on to meekness. This 
appears to be more man-ward and would 
suggest that in our dealings with others 
we should nevei allow ourselves to lose 
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the sense of that which is due to them, 
however provoking they may be. The 
Saviour claimed these two qualities in 
Matthew xi. 29. He said, " Learn of 
Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart : 
and ye shall find rest for your souls." 
Praise His Name, He here tells us how 
to get them. There can be no rest of 
soul without them. 

The other quality essential to enable 
us to walk worthily is " long-suffering." 
This becomes needful to us and is 
obtained from two different sources. 
When the Lord tries us as we pass 
along our way, we must look to the Holy 
Ghost to enable us to endure cheerfully. 
The other is that which we receive from 
man, especially that which we receive 
because we are believers. It may be 
from their unkindness, or from the dis¬ 
appointments we receive from their 
failures. 

We are further told that we are to 
bear with one another. This suggests 
in a very strong way that there is likely 
to be a real cause for offence, but we 
must not allow, if possible, anything, to 
disturb the harmony that should ever 
exist between believers, for without doubt 
the word " diligence " suggests constant 
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effort in keeping the unity or oneness of 
the peace. At this time, as far as I can 
see, the churches were not held together 
by any organisation, but by being vitally 
connected to Christ by the Holy Ghost. 
Organisation may or may not be of 
any value, but this bond of peace 
("of peace" being in the genitive) 
shews us that peace is the bond. We 
must ever remember that nothing 
destroys peace more than the absence 
of lowliness and meekness. When we 
remember the serious results that will 
probably happen, let us all fervently 
pray that each of us may " give diligence 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace." 

V. 4. Here we shall have to be very 
careful, and boys and girls must not 
come to hasty decisions, for there is a 
great difference of opinion as to the 
meaning of these expressions, though I 
hope to pass on to you how I read these 
verses. 

" There is one body." This I believe 
to be the mystical body of Christ, and 
it is composed of every soul that has been 
vitally connected to Christ by the Holy 
Ghost. This is the true Catholic Church, 
and there is no other. If we take any 
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other so-called body, we see that they 
are ever changing, and they have no 
real existence in God's sight, simply 
arrogant pretension. 

" And one Spirit." I can only think 
of the Holy Ghost who has formed the 
body, who is the very life and activity 
of it, and without question, in this 
body any effort or work not of the 
Spirit is of no value in God's sight. 

" Even as ye were called in one hope 
of your calling." There are many 
scriptures referring to our calling. This 
says there is one hope of our calling, 
but it does seem to me that this one hope 
is many-sided. If you will refer to 
I. Cor. i. 4-9, you will see in verse 9 that 
it is expressed in a sentence " God is 
faithful, through whom ye were called 
into the fellowship of His Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord." How wonderful and 
blessed is this privilege. It is clear, 
however, by the whole paragraph, that 
it culminates in that which we often 
speak of as the " Blessed hope," i.e. the 
coming of the Lord Jesus for us. Our 
fellowship will then be complete. 

" One Lord, one faith, one baptism." 
How serious is this ! There is but one 
Lord, yet how common it is for man to 
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seek to exercise authority over others, 
and so get in between a soul and his 
Lord. It will be found a perilous thing 
to do. We must not think this is 
confined to ecclesiastics. It is true that 
it is very bad with them, but when we 
expect people to see and believe just as 
we do, it is time to hesitate and ponder 
over our ways. The one faith here is 
the thing believed, the whole range of the 
Christian faith. The one baptism is as 
we see it in Romans vi. " Buried with 
Him in baptism, raised again to newness 
of life, or as Galations iii. 27 puts it, 
" For as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ did put on Christ." 

This baptism, as taught in Romans vi. 
is as taught in Phil. iii. It points to 
one who was dead in sin and raised to 
newness of life. The Apostle had to 
say he had not attained to it. To do 
so would be, to be exactly like Christ. 
We however are reminded there, that 
the measure to which we have attained 
is the rule by which we are to walk, for 
God will not be satisfied if we walk on a 
lower level than we have reached. 

" One God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all, and in all." 
The way this is expressed suggests that 
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God is looked at in His unity or oneness, 
and as such He is Father of all. In 
one sense, this may be said of all men, 
though without question scripture, in a 
special sense, speaks of God as the Father 
of those who are Christ's. 

V. 7. " But unto each one of us was 
the grace given us according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ." Romans 
xii. 6. expresses this, " And having 
gifts differing according to the Grace 
that was given unto us." Here we see 
that the gift is given by Christ. No 
body of men can impart a gift. The 
possession of a gift implies responsibility 
to use it. It is perilous to prevent it. 
We quite recognise the spheres of use, 
and as long as we do not forbid its use in 
other spheres beyond our own, we are 
acting rightly. In the parable it says 
that our Lord gave to every man 
according to his ability, so that ability 
is the vessel of the gift. The gift is 
the directive energy of the ability. 

" Wherefore He saith, When He 
ascended on high, He led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
this, He ascended, what is it but He 
also descended into the lower parts of 
the earth ? He that descended is the 
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same also that ascended far above all 
the heavens, that He might fill all 
things.) " 

This is a difficult text, and all boys 
and girls should be swift to hear, eager 
to meditate and converse, and slow 
to come to a decision about it. There 
was a time when I used to think that 
this meant that before Christ ascended 
He went into Hades and took the saints 
up to Heaven with Him. On thinking 
about it, I did not feel comfortable 
about the thought of Christians being 
so described. When I saw that there 
is no article here, I knew that it could 
not be applied to any specific event, 
and appeared to me to mean that in 
the Ascension Christ gave evidence of His 
power over all that enslaves, and that 
includes anything that enslaved us, even 
habits, etc. We gain power over them 
through an ascended Christ, just as we 
obtain safety through a crucified Christ. 
This to me, as a believer, at the present 
time is far more useful, for Christ breaks 
the power of sin, and we obtain the 
strength through an ascended Christ. 
We further see in confirmation of this, 
"He gave gifts unto men." We shall 
see these are for the purpose of building 
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up the body now and here. As we have 
mentioned, no one else can impart a 
gift, and the possession of one or more 
imposes an obligation to use them. 

We now get the expression " lower 
parts of the earth." I have not thought 
that this can be extended to Hades, 
as some do. I could go to the Lord's 
grave with this expression. After 
considering the • matter, I felt the 
argument demanded a different reading, 
and as I write I looked up a little book 
by Mr. Conybeare translating the 
epistles of Paul, and Mr. Conybeare has 
translated it, as I think the argument 
demands.' I will quote it. "Now that 
word (He went up) what saith it but 
that He first came down to the earth 
below ? Yea, He who came down is 
the same who is gone up, far above all 
the heavens, that He might fill all 
things." This question of Hades is very 
interesting,, and, knowing how very little 
I really know, I can only advise you not 
to accept anything at once. Be careful. 

I am told that Hades has two 
compartments ; one for the saved, and 
one for the unsaved. There are 
difficulties in this theory, so that at 
present I cannot accept it. In carefully 
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reading it, I cannot see any reason for 
it. Luke xvi. 23 says " And seeth 
Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his 
bosom." This " afar off " is a word 
that suggests anything but the same 
place, and certainly not just a different 
compartment. We must remember, in 
Rev. v. John is caught up to heaven 
and was in touch with heaven, earth, 
and under the earth. These are not 
surely the same place. 

Up to the present I know of no clear 
evidence that the saints go to~ Hades. 
Please keep this in mind and get clear 
upon the point, if possible. I have 
already, in America, asked some friends 
to give me real evidence. They admit 
they cannot. I expect soon to be home, 
and I will then question my English 
friends. Believe me, my dear reader, 
there is a great advantage in getting a 
definite question before one's mind, then 
to ask all likely friends, and give attention 
to each. If you retain clearly their 
thoughts, as they sink in, you will 
find sooner or later that you have come 
to a decision. One thing note. We 
must beware against our own bias. 

V. 11. " And He gave some Apostles : 
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and some prophets, and some evangel¬ 
ists : and some pastors and teachers." 

We have also to be careful as to the 
conclusions to which we come concerning 
gifts, because the words do not always 
carry the same meaning. We may say 
the main idea in the New Testament 
scripture as to apostles and prophets 
is that they are foundation gifts. These 
inspired men have passed away, but the 
written word for which they were used 
remains, and in Jude 17 we are told as 
follows : " But ye, beloved, remember 
ye the words which have been spoken 
before by the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." We see by this, that we 
are quite as well off in our day, as the 
earliest Christians, for we have their 
work. 

Then there does seem a present use 
of these words with the authority that 
the original ones had. 

Barnabas is called an apostle. In 
very early Christian literature we meet 
with this use of the word " apostle" 
(one sent). My own impression is that, 
in this lesser use of the word, which 
implies one whose utterance is devoid 
of authority, an apostle is one sent to 
help to form churches. I have met men 
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who are singularly adapted for forming 
Assemblies in places where there have 
been none, and as I have noted some, 
I could not say that in any useful 
degree have they any other gift. 

The word " prophet " means un¬ 
doubtedly one whom God has used to 
give us the Word. We know we cannot 
add or take away from their work. I 
have met those who appear to think 
that there can be no reason to suppose 
that God has given up inspiring men to 
give messages. The teaching of the 
Bible makes very clear to me that the 
Word is complete. Further, God has 
already given us more than we can take 
in. Personally, it does seem to me, we 
can go on with the Word throughout the 
countless ages of eternity. I have been 
reading it for over half a century, and 
though, for a boy, I have felt that I 
have learnt much, yet when I think of 
that which I see there is to be learnt, 
I feel as I have heard Sir Isaac Newton 
felt, that is, like a little boy playing with 
pebbles on the sea-shore, with the vast 
ocean before him. 
That there is a lesser sense of prophecy I 
am equally sure. In I. Cor. xiv we are 
told to covet that we may prophesy. 
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I have seen that the original prophets 
if I may so call them, brought orally 
or written a " Thus saith the Lord," 
and I am sure that if we cannot receive 
the Word thus, we simply have but 
chaff. 

I have, it is true, rarely met with that 
which I am trying to convey. I have 
seen men opening up the Word, and many 
have been charmed at the profitable 
time they have had, but I have met 
perhaps one who cannot be said to have 
enjoyed it but who has been startled 
exceedingly and perhaps frightened. 
Such is the impression I have received. 
" God has spoken to me." Perhaps 
God has used many of His servants, 
occasionally in this way. I am sure, 
that whatever our gift may be, for God 
to use us so is surely worth coveting 
beyond any gift I can think of. 

" And some, Evangelists." This I 
have ever regarded as the one who is 
sent either publicly or privately to the 
unbeliever. He is, so to speak, the one 
who goes to the quarry to get the rough 
stones. We value this gift exceedingly, 
but as one who has been on the oversight 
for twenty-five years and who has been 
an active worker for over fifty years, 
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I think it may be interesting to an 
Evangelist to see how he is regarded by 

% the writer and by a considerable number 
he knows who have also the oversight 
of Assemblies. 

We find they are for ever seeking to 
get into the Assemblies to preach the 
Gospel, as they call it, and with their 
particular view of the term " Gospel." 
It is not often we meet in the Assemblies 
with any number of people other than 
the saved ones, and those who are not 
saved have heard it so often that they 
are simply driven away, for there are 
many Evangelists who give the same 
sermon what ever portion of Scripture 
they take. I can assure you, dear 
Evangelist, it is tiring to listen to you. 
We quite recognise that there are some 
who can so present the Gospel as it is 
called, that they can edify the saints 
at the same time, but these, alas, are 
rare. 

Personally, I think " gospel " simply 
means " good news," and I am sure that 
I fully believe that it is good news that 
Christ died for sinners, but I also feel 
it is very good news to hear that He is 
coming for His saints. 

" And some Pastors and Teachers." 
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It is very interesting to note that these 
two words are coupled together. We see 
the word for " pastor " is " shepherd," 
" superintendent," or " guardian." It 
is clearly used as " Elder " or " Over¬ 
seer," which we note in I. Timothy and 
Titus as synonymous terms. In I. 
Timothy we note that such should be 
" apt to teach " but this very epistle does 
not consider this essential, for in I. 
Timothy v. 17 we are told that the 
Elders that rule well are to be accounted 
worthy of double honour, especially those 
who labour in the Word and in teaching. 

In Acts xx. 28 we see the purpose of 
the Overseer is to feed the church of 
God. Hence we conclude the main 
business of the overseer is to see that 
the flock are fed. If they can help 
so much the better. 

This surely brings the responsibility 
upon us, that we should be very careful 
to see that we arrange for godly men 
who are well instructed in the Wxord, 
and able to impart it simply, so that 
boys and girls can get a portion. 

We must however, remember that 
however satisfactory these may be, they 
are certainly not the only ones to do it, 
for hearing is not sufficient. Our Saviour 
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taught, " knowing comes from doing," 
and it is this side a good schoolmaster 
relies upon, so that we should take care 
that all are actively engaged in learning 
for themselves. They should also be 
" self-taught," relying in every case upon 
the Holy Ghost. 

Who should be taught ? Tell me 
which of the flock a good shepherd 
would want to feed, and that is the 
answer. This is confirmed when we see 
the purpose of these gifts. 

V. 12. " For the perfecting of the 
saints." The word used for " perfecting " 
means a right adjustment between all 
parts, so that there is a harmonious 
working. We shall see as we proceed 
with this chapter, that it involves a 
a personal responsibility upon each 
member, and 1. Peter I. shews that it 
takes a benevolent as well as a godly 
direction. 

" Unto the work of ministering." 
Though this scripture makes it clear that 
the gifted brethren have their gifts 
given for the purpose of ministering, 
it is only in harmony with the whole 
body. 

" Unto the building up of the body of 
Christ." This is clear, that though we 

70 



are talking of the church, which is the 
mystical body of Christ, yet the body is 
the figure. We, however, will see this 
point more clearly in a few verses 
later on, verse 16. 

" Till we all attain unto the unity or 
oneness of the faith." A few weeks 
back I was unexpectedly asked at a 
Camp Meeting in Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 
to speak on a loud speaker. I had but 
to speak quietly into a microphone, and 
I could be heard all over the village. I 
spake the thought that was in my mind. 
I was very much impressed by the 
thought that these Christians between 
three and four thousand miles away 
read the Bible, and that our methods were 
alike. We were, so to speak, formed into 
the same mould, and I found the same 
type of Christian. Afterwards I thought 
of the different moulds there are, and 
it explained why there are so many 
sorts calling themselves Christian. 

I have said that the first three chapters 
are the Christian doctrine perfectly 
expressed, and our apprehension of these 
three chapters will be the mould which 
will turn us out a certain type of 
Christian. Here, I think, the Apostle 
wants us through ministry to have such 
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a perfect apprehension that the form 
will produce that which he calls the 
unity of the faith, i.e. the thing believed 
in its very best expression. 

" And of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a full-grown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ." This, as I understand, means 
that we become so exercised in the 
knowledge of Christ that our faith may 
so use " HIM " that we shall never be 
led astray in any circumstances of our 
life, from any stand-point, so that what¬ 
ever comes before us we meet it as 
matured men in Christ and not as 
children. 

V. 14. " That we may be no longer 
children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, in craftiness, after 
the wiles of error : " 

What a terrible sight it is when one 
comes across a brother that is so tossed 
about with the thoughts of the last book 
he has read or the last person he has met 
that he is well described as being carried 
about by every wind of doctrine. This 
instability soon exposes them to dishonest 
men whose action is described as the 
sleight of men. The word used here 

72 



refers to dice-players who will be only 
too pleased to gamble with your soul. 
The next word tells us they are knaves ; 
they will not only gamble but they will 
use the " wiles of error." The word 
for " wiles " is really our word " method," 
so that they are prepared to work in a 
methodical way for your destruction. 
The only hope we have is "To walk 
with the Lord in the light of His Word." 

V. 15. But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into 
Him, which is the head, even Christ ; " 

This is really a deeper thing than 
speaking the truth in love. The word 
carries with it the thought of being true 
in love. It includes not only the lip, but 
also the inward man. The great thing 
we have to keep in view is, that we grow 
in all things unto Him. It is Christ, 
only Christ, that we can be occupied 
with. We must not grow unto any 
system, nor even unto the church. 

V. 16. " From whom all the body 
fitly framed and knit together through 
that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the working in due measure 
of each several part, maketh the increase 
of the body unto the building up of 
itself in love." 
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Here we must be careful that we note 
that this unction is from Christ, through 
every joint of the body, so that the due 
working of each member of this body 
may supply its portion for the general 
welfare. We must remember that the 
welfare of the body depends upon every 
member of it. Christ gives to each of us 
our portion, but this has to be shared 
with others. What a blessing it is to 
come in contact with a fellow-believer 
and to find he is full of Christ, and has 
some little dainty portion to pass on. 
We must see that we do the same. It 
is not fair to be glad to take only ; we 
must see that we get our own portion, 
in order that we too may be a giver of 
spiritual things. How the importance 
of love is continually impressed upon 
us ! 

V. 17. " This I say, therefore, and 
testify in the Lord, that ye no longer 
walk as the Gentiles walk in the vanity 
of their mind, being darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is 
in them, because of the hardening of 
their heart." 

The Apostle certainly expresses this 
strongly. He says he testifies in the 
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Lord, so we can see that this is a point 
on which we cannot be too careful. 
The ungodly man's outlook is so different 
from a Christian's. He places value 
on things, and rules his life by maxims 
that are false and soul-wearying. If our 
minds and hearts are not occupied with 
our beloved Lord, we can be carried 
away by thoughts current in the world. 

Thus, if it is to have a practical result 
in our lives, we must so study the Word, 
looking to the Holy Ghost, that we can 
be quite sure we have the mind of God 
in everything with which we have to 
do. 

As to the others, we see a life alienated 
from the life of God, because of their 
ignorance. This is due to the hardening 
of their hearts which is the inevitable 
outcome of that which follows. 

" Who being past feeling gave 
themselves up to lasciviousness to work 
all uncleanness with greediness. (M. 
covetousness) 

Here is a clear statement, and our 
experience confirms it, that love of sin, 
which begins with a- love of pleasure, is 
the root trouble. Everything, even God, 
is refused rather than give up their sin. 

" But ye did not so learn Christ : if 
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so be that ye heard Him and were taught 
in Him, even as the truth is in Jesus." 

This is not so much the Christ that we 
have in our minds ; that may be a 
false Christ, but it is the Christ of God, 
i.e. the Christ set forth in the Scriptures. 
If we have really heard Christ, and have 
learned Christ, we shall know the truth as 
it is in Jesus. What a real blessing it is 
to us boys and girls that it is not necessary 
to have a wonderful mind, great learning, 
or any other desirable gift ! God's heart 
takes us all in, so that with us in view 
God has not given us an ethical system 
which should be very valuable, but which 
we should perhaps not be able to under¬ 
stand. God has been manifested in the 
flesh, so that if Jesus [i.e. God incarnate) 
who walked this scene, is controlling 
me, and I see and know Him, then I 
know He has given me an example so 
that I should follow in His steps, and 
He will give me the attitude I should 
take in connection with every question 
I may be called upon (perhaps by 
circumstances) to consider. 

V. 22. " That ye put away, as 
concerning your former manner of life, 
the old man, which waxeth corrupt after 
the lusts of deceit ; and that ye be 
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renewed in the spirit of your mind, and 
put on the new man, which is after 
God (M.) created in righteousness and 
holiness of truth." 

We have long since seen that we 
cannot go on with self, not even self-
improvement, so we are called upon to 
put off the old man, i.e. self, because it 
says, and we know it, that it waxes 
corrupt after the lusts of deceit. If we 
are found walking after the manner of 
the natural man, how easy it is to be 
deceived ! We know this only too well, 
but we are told that we are to be renewed 
in the spirit of our mind. This wants 
careful consideration, for, to me, it 
suggests that it means the new mind 
created at our second birth must be 
kept renewed, i.e. we must not let it 
rest in abeyance but must keep it ever 
in use, for, as I look at the word used, 
it takes the force of the middle voice, 
i.e. both active and passive. 

We are told to put off the old man and 
here to put on the new. Both words 
suggest garments. The fact is, we have 
our old nature with us whilst here, and, 
if born again, we have the new, so that 
viewed as garments, and I think the 
figurative use of garments suggests 
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character, we are not to have our old 
garments but to always wear the new. 

This new man is said to be after God. 
All believers readily see this, and that it 
hath been created in Righteousness and 
Holiness of truth. Righteousness speaks 
to me of action ; Holiness, the inner 
man ; and the case used tells me that 
it is " of truth." I think this means not 
those acts that we think are righteous, 
or those states that we think to be holy, 
but that our standard .must be that 
which the Word of God teaches. 

V. 25. " Wherefore, putting away 
falsehood, speak ye truth each one with 
his neighbour; for we are members 
one of another." 

Here the Apostle leaves stating 
general truths and takes specific cases. 
How it astonishes when we note some of 
them ! Probably the reason for this 
is that we do not realise our true state. 
This word here used for " falsehood " 
is really " The lie," and in this connection 
it would take in falsehood of any kind. 

When we think of lying, what a 
dreadful mistake it is, even for the 
natural man ! Speech is one of the 
very greatest gifts God has given us. 
In considering the question, we see that 
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it is of the utmost importance that we 
have the power to communicate 
information to each other. Alas, I know 
of some who might as well have lost the 
power to communicate their business, 
etc., for having the reputation of being a 
liar they are not believed. But here, 
this even suggests a more horrible thing, 
and that is, that it is done to mislead 
fellow-members of the body. 

V. 26. " Be ye angry and sin not : 
let. not the sun go down upon your 
wrath. (M. provocation) " 

Here this shews that we can be angry, 
but we, must be careful not to sin. 
In fact, we meet circumstances that, 
if they do not provoke anger, would 
be gieat shame to us. So we can see 
that it will be very inteiesting and most 
helpful to get a few principles to guide 
us in this matter. If we could 
understand them, it would be profitable 
to listen to learned men here, however, 
we must do what we can, as I have 
taken up the pen. It does appear to me 
that we must accept the word " provoca¬ 
tion " as in the margin. This brings 
the self-side of our anger. To this we 
must not allow the sun to set, i.e. we 
must get calm at the earliest possible 
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moment. Many things naturally 
provoke us, but, as we have seen, we 
must never lose sight of the rights of 
the other side. And iurther, our 
instructions are very plain, see Colossians 
iii. 15. We must never allow the anger 
we possess to disturb the precious gift 
of peace God has given us. This will 
mean that after the first shock of the 
provocation, peace will restore oui calm. 
Then the effect will be either reconcilia¬ 
tion with the offender, or, if that which 
is right demands it, our anger will settle 
down to a steady determination to see 
that the right thing is done. It is 
clear if our anger is excited by acts of 
cruelty and injustice, inaction would 
probably be a sin. 

" Neither give place to the Devil." 
This is well worth our consideration. 
We know the Devil is ever seeking to 
overthrow the work of Christ. We are 
Christ's men. He is our Lord, therefore 
to give him an opportunity to enter into 
our lives is an act of disloyalty to Christ, 
and can only end in trouble, in some way 
or another. 

V. 28. " Let him that stole, steal no 
more ; but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, 
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that he may have to give to him that 
hath need." This is really a wonderful 
verse. I remember when I first noticed 
this verse. I had to smile ; it did seem 
such a wonderful change to make in a 
man's mind. The word " stole " is not 
quite correct ; it really says " him that 
stealeth." This might suggest that they 
are not quite free from it. I however 
think that the expression is a very large 
one; it takes in every shade of 
dishonesty. It does seem clear to me 
that it only takes in that part of stealing 
that enriches us. This may be active 
or passive. This latter term we see in 
James v. 4. " Without active theft " 
God there regards it as such, if we get 
enriched through the make-up of society. 
This, I think, I have mentioned elsewhere. 
If one has the gift of earning in business 
much wealth, God never gave the gift 
for selfish purposes but, as expressed 
here, to give. God intended man to 
labour, also to be a blessing. I think 
it is well to remind ourselves that it is 
not necessary to become a thief in order 
to qualify ourselves to have the privilege 
of being a giver. Many of us are denied 
this, by the fact that we so arrange our 
mode of living that it absorbs all our 
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income, so that we can never, or only 
in a small degree, enter into this joy. 
This is sure, boys and girls, that unless 
we do so order our finances and live 
well within our means, we are not only 
not able to give, but come to want, 
ourselves, in the days of our adversity or 
old age. I have heard it said that money 
troubles are the worst of troubles. I 
must admit they harass the mind very 
much, for when they come they are 
generally constant. 

" Let no corrupt speech proceed out 
of your mouth, but such as is good for 
edifying as the need may be, that it may 
give grace to them that hear." How 
strange that we should be told that no 
corrupt word should proceed out of our 
mouths ! Yet we have but to analyse 
the words we say, or the words of others 
that profess faith in Christ, and remember 
that there is such a thing as degree in 
this matter, and we see how far we may 
fall, if we are not enjoying the great 
position and privileges that are ours, 
and that have been brought before us in 
chapters i, ii, and iii. of this epistle. 
This scripture brings before us the great 
purpose of speech. It should be for the 
purpose of building up, as the need 
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arises, and must be of such a character 
that it imparts grace to them that hear. 
What a blessing we should be to those 
that know us if we made it the business of 
our lives that those with whom we have 
to do shall be the better for our 
conversation. 

" And grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God, in whom ye were sealed unto the 
day of redemption." 

How marvellous is this ! The Holy 
Ghost indwells the believer. In fact, 
His presence shews that He is the earnest, 
or as we may say, the pledge that, 
having Him dwelling in us, we may be 
sure the rest of the inheritance will be 
ours ; and yet we are told not to grieve 
Him, which we assuredly do if we hinder 
Him by our conduct in His work of 
forming Christ in us. We here get a 
list of those things that assuredly grieve 
the Spirit. 

V. 31. " Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour and railing, be 
put away from you, with all malice." 

It seems hardly possible, with the 
first three chapters of this epistle before 
us, that God's saints could ever give 
way to such vile sins. I however notice 
the little word " all " makes it clear that 
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it includes even the slightest degree of 
these sins. The root trouble is, when in 
any degree these vile sins are manifest 
in us, allowing self to occupy a place in 
our hearts instead of Christ. We see 
here something of the character of those 
who are occupied with Christ : " And be 
ye kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God also 
in Christ forgave you." What a perfect 
standard God gives us here ! He ever 
does ; nothing less than perfection He 
sets before us. The writer has seen 
wonderful results arising from the fact 
of having this text upon the wall in 
some Assemblies.. 

Chapter V. 

"Be ye therefore imitators of God as 
beloved children : " I can almost fancy 
I can hear John say, " And we are." 
The word for children here is, " children 
born." We are reminded of the great 
truth that we must never allow ourselves 
to lose sight of for a moment, and that 
is that not only are we children of God 
but that we are beloved ones. We know 
as we pass through life how children 
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do imitate their parents, so that we might 
take it as a matter of course that we 
shall do so. But how it pulls one up 
to note this ! "Be ye therefore " is in 
the imperative mood. We know it is 
quite common for our natural parents to 
give commands, and we obey them, 
according to the measure we return their 
love. We also find out that they make 
mistakes. This all-wise parent never 
does, so let us note the command 
carefully! " Be ye therefore IMITATORS 
OF GOD." We remember this has ever 
been God's intention for us. At our 
creation God said, " Let us make man in 
our likeness." Alas ! sin soon came in 
and interfered with His grand and 
benevolent purpose, but Scripture has 
made it clear that at our new birth God's 
purpose is that we shall be " conformed 
to the image of His Son " and, dearly 
beloved brethren, let us have the strong 
assurance that " when we shall see Him, 
we shall be like Him." But here this 
imperative mood means that God intends 
us to set about it now. So that we see 
effort on our part is clearly demanded. 

" And walk in love, even as Christ also 
loved you, and gave Himself up for us, 
an offering and a sacrifice to God for an 
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odour of a sweet smell." We note that 
the distinction the command takes is, 
that we must walk in love towards one 
another, the reason being that if we are 
to be like God there can be no other 
direction because " God is love." We 
then note that God follows His invariable 
method and presents Christ to us as an 
example. He can never give us any 
other to compare with Him. We see 
here that Christ is 'an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for an odour of a sweet 
smell." If my memory is correct, we 
remember all the offerings and sacrifices 
of an odour of a sweet smell were the 
ordinary offerings. This certainly 
reminds us of that which John wrote, 
" His commandments are not grievous." 
We remember our beloved Lord said when 
He came into this world, " I delight to do 
Thy will, O God." So then, dear reader, 
it is as clear as a sunbeam, is it not, that 
though it is a command we shall miss 
the blessing if it does not delight us to do 
it, and it certainly would grieve our great 
Parent. 

V. 3. " But fornication, and all 
uncleanness, or covetouness, let it not 
be even named among you, as becometh 
saints : nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, 



or jesting, which are not befitting, but 
rather giving of thanks." 

After that which we have read in this 
epistle, it does seem strange that we 
should be told to avoid such gross sins. 
The fact is that we must never forget the 
pit from which we have been digged. 
We must always take into account the 
fact that though we are born from above, 
we still- for the present retain our old 
nature, and if our minds are not set on 
things above, from whence we obtained 
our new nature, we may live to be 
horrified as to the extent that we may 
still walk as a natural man, so we are 
given a few cautions as to our behaviour. 
We are told that these three things should 
not be named amongst us. This may 
be read in two useful ways : the first is, 
that the life of the Christian should be 
such that there could be no thought of 
such behaviour in connection with them ; 
the other is that we should exclude such 
subjects from our conversation, for to 
do so, is a sad evidence that these things 
occupy our thoughts, which is a clear 
proof of a low state of soul. It is clear 
that this does not become us as saints. 
The conversation of the saints is a most 
important matter. We know from sad 
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experience before we were Christians, 
and even now we still have enough 
evidence, that much of the conversation 
in the world is indeed well described as 
filthy. The foolish talking would 
probably mean, remembering how the 
word foolish is used elsewhere, keeping 
God out of our conversation. Then we 
get a word that makes us ponder :-
" Or jesting." This is a word that can 
be used in a good sense, as I think most, if 
not all, the words can that begin with 
" eu " but we are protected here by the 
words " which are not befitting." The 
word really means " witty." We can 
quite see that there are occasions when 
a little of it might be useful, but then 
it would have to be described as befitting. 
I think most of us have had an experience 
such as, in time of bereavement or in real 
trouble, or sometimes when the Holy 
Ghost has been leading us on through 
the elevating conversation of a brother, 
one has just put in a light remark, 
perhaps innocent enough at another 
time, yet how it has pained the others ! 
We have an excellent guide in the next 
expression, " but rather giving of 
thanks." What a rule to make, never 
to have a conversation, or to allow the 



turn of the conversation to be only 
such that we can thank God for. What a 
protection ! 

V. 5. " For this ye know of a surety, 
that no fornicator, nor unclean person, 
nor covetous man which is an idolator, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God." 

Here is where our experience will 
confirm the need for verse 3. This 
knowledge that is mentioned here is 
that gained by our experience and 
observation, so we have the word of 
of God and our experience confirming. 
This indeed is to know of a surety, for 
even as believers, indulging in anything 
separates us from fellowship with the 
Lord, so that those that are given to it 
cannot have any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. In the 
original text Christ and God are combined 
under an article common to both, which 
must be a clear evidence of the Deity of 
the Lord. We also note that covetous-
ness is declared to be idolatry. I can 
only think this is so, because this ever 
wanting more is that we are not in direct 
touch with God. We should always 
be satisfied with the measure in which 
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God blesses us, if our hearts were occupied 
with Him. 

V. 6. " Let no man deceive you with 
empty words : for because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God upon 
the sons of disobedience. Be not 
partakers with them : for ye were once 
darkness, but are now light in the Lord : " 

We see that by this exhortation it is 
possible for others to deceive us, aye, 
even to deceive oneself. If we lose the 
consciousness of His presence, we are 
ever reminded by the fact that we are 
told not to be partakers with them, if 
the wrath of God falls on the ungodly. 
His own in the path of disobedience will 
experience His chastening hand. We 
must keep in mind we were darkness but 
now are light in the Lord. Realising 
this, we see how important it is to walk 
consistently in this position. 

V. 9. "Walk in the light (for the 
fruit of the light is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth) proving what 
is well-pleasing unto the Lord." 

The object of our walk is that we may 
be able to prove primarily to our own 
selves that which is well-pleasing to 
God. There can be nothing more 
important for us to know in our walk 
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down here, than how to please God, 
and for our guide we must remember 
the fruit of the light is in goodness, 
righteousness and truth. These are 
valuable sign-posts for us, for unless 
we are in this direction we have missed 
our way. It is also interesting to note 
the three-fold cord that is so constantly 
brought before us in various ways. 
Goodness pertains to our own moral 
state or character, righteousness deals 
with our conduct to our fellow-men, and 
truth here would mean as we are taught 
in the Word. There is not only this 
positive side to our walk, but there is 
the negative side. We are not only 
to do that which is well-pleasing to God, 
but to avoid those things that displease 
Him. 

V. 11. " And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but • 
rather even reprove (M convict) them : 
for the things that they do in secret it 
is a shame to speak of." 

Not only are these things to be avoided 
but reproved, because we are of the 
light, and darkness can have no fruit. 
There can be no friendship between 
them. In the material world we know 
that if certain substances come together, 
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it means explosion. We know the 
dreadful antipathies and hatreds in the 
animal world, and we may be sure that 
the world that hated and crucified our 
blessed Saviour will hate those that 
are His, if we represent Him, because our 
lives reprove them. 

V. 13. " But all things are made 
manifest by the light, for every thing 
that is made manifest is light. Where¬ 
fore He saith, Awake, thou that sleepeth, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
shine upon thee." 

This is indeed very solemn ! It is so 
possible for a Christian to slumber, aye, 
even to sleep. Note the horrible 
suggestion. Yet observations confirms 
i t ; such are to be found among the 
dead. The call comes to " Awake." 
Note the wonderful inducement, " Christ 
shall shine upon thee." We know He 
will and does. What a wonderful 
Saviour we have ! We should be inclined 
to think His feelings would be so hurt 
that He would let the slumberer sleep. 

We thank Thee, Blessed Saviour, 
because Thou didst save us when we 
were helpless and without strength. We 
also recognise Thy tenderness with Thy 
people under even blameworthy 
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circumstances. May the Holy (jhost 
make us so sensitive, when it is a question 
of grieving Thee, that we may ever keep 
wide awake. Then shall our lives 
redound to Thine honour, glory, and 
praise. 

V. 15. " Look therefore carefully how 
ye walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
redeeming the time (Greek 'buying up 
the opportunity) because the days are 
evil. Wherefore be ye not foolish but 
understand what the will of the Lord is." 

Here is again the exhortation to be 
careful how we walk. We are not to be 
unwise. The wise man will remember 
whom he represents, and the possibilities 
of a well-spent life. He will be on the 
alert not to let opportunity slip past 
him, because the days are evil. Some 
have been inclined to think we cannot 
do much now ; the times are against 
us, evil is spreading in every direction. 
Yet this is the reason given why we should 
so act. Common sense says that if 
things are scarce, that is the best reason 
for care, and I think we will act if it is 
His will we aie anxious to do. 

V. 18. " And be not drunken with 
wine, wherein is riot, but be filled with 
the Spirit (M. in) : speaking to one 
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another (M. yourselves) in psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord : 
giving thanks always for all things in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
God, even the Father; subjecting 
yourself in the fear of Christ." 

This seems very strarige, dear reader, 
does it not, that we should be exhorted 
to be not drunken with wine ? I am 
glad to say that nearly all the believers 
I know leave such drinks alone. I have 
occasionally suspected some of the other 
sort of having too much, but taking 
the passage as a whole, I can see that it 
conveys a wholesome lesson to all, and 
shews us the secret of a bright, happy 
life. Our Lord tells us that it is not 
that which goes into a man but that 
which comes out of the man that defiles 
him. Here, I think, we have the reverse 
side of the same truth. It is not that 
which goes in, but that which comes out 
of the man that makes him bright and 
happy. 

The natural man is ever wanting 
something outside himself. It may mean 
feasting, or pleasures, or possessions. 
If he can but get these things, he will 
be happy, but only to find out that he is 
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as far off happiness as ever. There is an 
excuse for such, but none for a Christian, 
for the Lord has told us that " Life 
consisteth not of the abundance of things 
a man possesseth," but to be filled with 
or in Spirit. Here is the true source of 
happiness. If the Holy Ghost completely 
fills us, we being perfectly under His 
control, it is impossible to be unhappy. 
The outcojne of this will be that we shall 
form the habit of committing to memory 
such portions of the Word or hymns 
that appeal to us, and when with others 
talk about them, and exchange with 
them. When alone, or in the night-
watches, what a delight it is to repeat 
or sing them without sound to ourselves ! 
Truly a sense of His presence does 
indeed disperse all gloom, and makes 
all within us rejoice. One of the great 
advantages of a rejoicing spirit is that it 
opens our eyes to see the innumerable 
things we have to be thankful for. 
Our thanksgiving will ever be ascending 
to the Father in the name of our beloved 
Lord, to whose fear we subject ourselves 
with joy. We have seen in the first 
three chapters the wonderful position in 
Christ the Holy Ghost has given us. In 
chapters four, and five up to verse 21, 
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we see the manner of men we ought to 
be in our own individual lives. We 
now enter upon our relationships in life, 
for what a stumbling block we may 
become to others, and what a misery we 
can be to ourselves, if our relationships 
are not right. Let us see that in all 
lowliness and humility of mind we may 
adorn the gospel in these relationships, 
Naturally, he begins with the home life, 
and without doubt the relationship of 
husband and wife occupies the first 
place. 

We constantly hear the question raised 
in our newspapers : " I s marriage a 
failure ? " I reply readily, that it is so, 
too often, but it is by those that are out 
of Christ. What low motives bring about 
so many of them. In fact, with the 
world, in a large measure, everything 
is a failure. I remember on my first 
visit to America, 1924, when I saw the 
effect of Prohibition country, I could 
not refrain from saying, " Lord, make 
England a prohibition." During my 
fourth visit, 1930, I heard even in 
America some saying that Prohibition 
is a failure. I asked why, and was told 
that one can get drunk in almost any 
large town. I asked if they were not a 
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little mixed in their thinking, and 
enquired if the trouble was, not the law, 
but the enforcement of it. I asked if 
there were not many murders and thefts, 
etc., in America. They quickly assented, 
and I asked if they would do away with 
the laws against these things, they would 
not. Let us be clear. A good law is 
not to be judged by its success. There 
are so many men who would sacrifice any 
high or lofty ideal in a nation, for the 
sake of making money, etc. Let us 
demand and insist on the most rigorous 
enforcement of all laws that are calculated 
to ennoble and uplift the people. I have 
made my companions from amongst 
God s people for over a half-century, and 
can truthfully say I know of none that 
have broken their marriage vows, as we 
say. Where the relationship has not 
been happy, it has been because they have 
not been polite one to the other. I may 
have quoted the words of the poet 
before ; if so, I shall make no apology 
for doing so again, because of its 
importance. 

" A similarity of mind 
Or something undefined, 
First rivets the attention. 
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So manners, decent and polite, 
The same as practised at first sight, 
Must save us from declension." 

But thank God, most of those that I 
know are happy ones, and I have no 
doubt the lofty and all-sufficient 
character of the Christian ideal of 
marriage has contributed largely to the 
result. If observed fully, the result 
would be heaven begun below. 

V. 22. • " Wives, be in subjection unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, 
as Christ also is the head of the Church, 
being Himself the Saviour of the body. 
But, as the Church is subject to Christ, 
so let the wives also be to their husbands 
in everything. Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself up for it, that 
He might sanctify it, having cleansed 
it by the washing of water by the Word, 
that He might present the Church to 
Himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and without 
blemish. Even so ought husbands to 
love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his own wife loveth 
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himself ; for no man ever hated his own 
flesh : but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as Christ also the Church ; 
because we are members of His body. 
For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall cleave to 
his wife : and the twain shall become 
one flesh. This mystery is great : but 
I speak in regard of Christ and of the 
Church. Nevertheless do ye also 
severally love each one his own wife 
even as himself ; and let the wife see 
that she fear her husband." 

As we read carefully these verses, 
we see here, as in everything else, 
Christ is God's answer to the question 
as to how we are to be happy under 
marriage conditions. 

Christ and His attitude to His Bride, 
i.e. the Church, is brought before us. 
The Church, which is His bride, makes 
just the object we require. Let us look 
at a few points in this illustration. 
" Christ loved the Church and gave 
Himself up for it." We are told 
elsewhere that was before the foundation 
of the world. We personally see that 
before our present redemptive scheme, 
which probably is about six thousand 
years old and for which the world was 
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brought back out of a state of chaos 
and void; but 'before the foundations 
of this world" takes us back to its start. 
We believe God spake and it was done. 
He commanded and it stood fast. We 
read God formed it to be inhabited. 
The various fossils that are found and 
that are not due to earthquake, etc. 
give us some very interesting light on a 
past state or condition of things. So 
that we learn that it was on His side the 
love began, because none of us was in 
existence. We further know that He 
loved us, not because we were holy or 
lovely, but in order that we should 
become so. I used to wonder what 
God could have seen in me, to love me 
so. I now see that it is when I am like 
Him, that God's purposes are fulfilled in 
me. 

We see in verse 24 that the Church is 
to be subject to Christ. How solemn this 
is ! It is a real joy, too, if we are but 
obedient to the warning. We see here 
that the wife's position to the husband is 
drawn from the Church's subjection to 
Christ. This is but one half. We shall 
look at the other presently. We can but 
say from our own experience, how happy 
is the Church which is in subjection to 
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Christ, and so should a woman find her 
delight in anticipating the wishes of 
her husband. Then the other side is 
that Christ so loved the Church that He 
gave Himself for her. Whether we look 
at the wife's submission to her husband, 
or the husband's love to the wife, ours 
must of necessity fall short of the ideal. 
We, I expect, are all agreed about this :-
that Christ has done, is doing, and will 
do, more for the Church than the Church 
has done, is doing, and will do for Him. 
We can quite accept the position Christ 
puts us in, namely, that our obedience to 
Him is the measure of our love for Him ; 
and what a delight it is to us when we 
realise that we are pleasing Him. This 
I see everywhere where Christ is the 
pattern. The nearer we attain to it, 
the more delightful will our marriage be. 

We then see the purpose of Christ 
in connection with the Church. It is to 
sanctify her and to present her to Himself. 
Here some seek to establish baptism. 
I think an elementary knowledge of the 
Tabernacle should be sufficient to keep 
clear of this error. There was the brazen 
altar on which the blood was offered. 
Then, before he could be a happy 
worshipper, he had to pass the laver 
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(the word used here) to wash his hands 
and feet. We 'know that we are cleansed, 
made white, through the precious blood 
of the Lamb. We are kept clean by 
the Word. " Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way ; by taking heed 
to Thy Word." 

What a glorious future we have before 
us ! The object of Christ is that when 
he shall present His Bride to Himself, 
we shall be without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but holy and without 
blemish. Christ did not find the Church 
in this condition, but helpless and without 
strength, and it is His purpose to make 
her a suitable companion. 

We ask ourselves how this can apply 
to us. It does seem to me that we 
should not expect to find our partners 
without fault, as we may become 
disappointed, but should seek to perfect 
each other, through God's grace. 

We are reminded that the Church are 
members of His body. The allusion here 
is to Adam and Eve. As we read that 
wonderful story, what a wonderful picture 
it is of Christ and the Church ! We 
however cannot enter into that here. 
Christ and the Church is indeed a great 
mystery, but as we ponder over it we 
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see the conclusion fully established, 
" Nevertheless do ye also severally 
love each one his own wife even as 
himself; and let the wife see that she 
fear her husband. 

Chapter VI. 

We have seen something of the 
Christian ideal of marriage; we now 
have the position of parents and children 
brought before us. " Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord : for this is 
right." I have heard all sorts of things 
said about this verse, but the objections 
that have been made are not in this 
verse. I think that if those to whom 
I am writing got to see clearly the 
difference between obedience and 
subjection they would see at once the 
Apostle's meaning, and note further, 
that it is in the Lord. This should rule 
out any difficulty, for it could not be 
in the Lord, if we were not happy with 
the Lord in the way we behaved towards 
our parents. 

" For this is right," i.e. it is just, fair 
and equitable. The word means this 
because of this relationship. " Honour 
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thy father and thy mother (which is 
the first commandment with promise) 
that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth (M. land.) 
Here we see a further command. It is 
certainly natural that a child should 
obey its parents, but here it is said 
to be the first commandment with 
promise. The word "first" is used in 
several ways. As no precise meaning 
is given to its use here I see again that 
it is not intended to confine its meaning, 
but to accept any meaning that 
commends itself to our judgment. Also, 
this command has a promise which 
clearly shews that to honour our parents 
has a reward now, whilst upon this 
earth. 

V. 4. " And ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath : but nurture 
them in the chastening and admonition of 
the Lord." I have often thought that 
we, that are parents, often make trouble 
for ourselves, by not taking sufficient 
care ; that we do not enter enough into 
our children's lives, and so, without 
intention, shock their sense of justice. 
Probably most of us have grown up 
remembering some incident wherein we 
were not treated fairly. Alas ! 
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sometimes there is quite a lack of 
sympathy with a child's ideas, which is 
only to be regretted later. Because we 
think their troubles are small, and 
perhaps listen with a smile, whereas to 
the children, their troubles are as real 
to them as ours are to us, so they are 
terribly upset. As we look back at 
some of our own troubles which have 
made us fearful, we often smile at our 
folly. We are to nurture them, i.e. 
to promote their health of body, mind 
and spirit. We are to train and educate 
them. We are to warn them in the 
Lord. So whether children or parents, 
all is well whilst we are pleasing the Lord. 

We now come to the relationship 
'of master and servant. 

V. 5. " Servants, be obedient unto 
them that according to the flesh are 
your masters, with fear and trembling, 
in singleness of your heart as unto 
Christ." 

This is a very interesting subject. We 
however note as usual that Christ is the 
key. 

There is a deep feeling of resentment 
in the breast of many individuals against 
the thought of master and servant. We 
must not allow ourselves to be carried 
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away by terms. The fact must ever 
be, that we are not all born with the 
same capacities. A general or admiral 
must rule ; so must any head of a body. 
Every collective phase of humanity 
carries with it a .number of masters and 
servants. We however whilst recog¬ 
nising this, can see that we never 
voluntarily enter into anything of a 
collective nature unless our consciences 
tell us that Christ approves. Alas ! 
we often enter combines for selfish 
purposes. The result often means very 
severe servitude. At present Russia is 
experimenting with Communism, wherein 
the idea is that the proletariat is to rule. 
These I understand to be the lowest 
strata of society. We see that at present 
that is the very last thing they do. I 
have never read of a more advanced 
state of servitude than they are in at 
present. That 150 millions of people 
will permanently agree to this I cannot 
believe. Should they, which I do not 
think likely, obtain no end of material 
blessing, the writer is still of the opinion 
that it is better to live in a shed and be 
free, than to be a slave in a Palace. I 
remember reading that Alexander the 
Great had a talk with Diogenes, who 
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lived in a tub, and it is said that 
Alexander, when leaving Diogenes, said 
to those that were with him, " If I 
were not Alexander, I would be 
Diogenes." There seems much sense 
in this, especially to us to whom the 
Lord has said, " Life consisteth not in 
the abundance of things that a man 
possesseth." It is not possible to be 
happy and have strife or bitterness in 
our hearts, and this is what we shall see 
here. 

The word used here for servants is a 
very strong word, though it, like most 
words, has a very big range in its 
meaning. The margin is "bond-servant," 
which would include slaves, etc. It has 
been said that Christianity does not 
oppose slavery. In a sense this is true, but 
it always kills it, whatever form slavery, 
may take ; it may be, being ruled by 
another, or by our own passions. Christ 
means liberty. The Apostle said, " Art 
thou called being a slave ; care not for 
it, for thou art now become Christ's 
freeman. Art thou called being free; 
thou art now become Christ's bond¬ 
servant." We know how the same 
apostle shews us in the story of Philemon, 
how this works out in Christ. A slave 
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becomes a brother beloved. The fact 
is that whatever position we may find 
ourselves in, there is always an opening 
to make one's self a blessing, even if 
it is only to the master. We all know, 
do we not, boys and girls, that " A life 
of self-renouncing love is one of liberty." 

We are to obey them with fear and 
trembling. I have taken this up in 
the Epistle to the Phillippians. The 
Apostle Paul is the only one who uses 
this expression, see I Cor. ii. 3 ; II Cor. 
vii. 15; Phil. ii. 12, and here we see 
" Fear of failure and anxiety to please." 
The way to do it is that whatever we 
do is to be done as unto Christ. 

" Not in the way of eye-service as men 
pleasers." Alas, this is possible, aye, 
we may say, almost probable, on account 
of the number of times I have seen it. 
What a mean and contemptible trait 
of character is this. " But as servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart (M. soul), with good will 
doing service as unto the Lord and not 
unto men : " What a noble life we all 
may live, if we belong to Christ ! The 
circumstances do not count. Whatever 
state I am in I can say, " For me, to 
live is Christ." We are also cheered by 
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the fact that Christ knows what it is to 
be a servant. What wonderful pictures 
Isaiah gives us of Christ as God's servant ! 
No wonder God says, " Behold my 
servant." The essence of this service 
appears to be centred in the expression, 
" With good-will." Let us ever avoid 
ill-will. 

We have this great satisfaction in the 
" good-will " life. 

" Knowing that whatsoever good thing 
each one doeth, the same shall he receive 
again from the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free." What a bright outlook 
is this. Whether we occupy the position 
of servant with all the patience needed, 
or that of master with all its trials and 
disappointments, we can count on a just 
reward. 

We now get a word to the masters, 
not a long one, but how full ! He is to 
do one thing and remember one thing. 

V. 9. " And ye masters, do the same 
things unto them, and forbear threaten¬ 
ing ; knowing that both their Master 
and yours is in heaven, and there is no 
respect of persons with him." 

The master must give the same 
fidelity to the servants as they have to 
him, or, as the Apostle puts it in 
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Colossians, that which is just and equal. 
He is also to forbear threatening. Many 
slaves were so under the control of the 
master that their lives were in his power. 
Yet he is to forbear threatening, however 
much or however little that one may be 
under another. It is always mean and 
cowardly to threaten. They are 
cautioned that there is one in heaven 
who is their master as well as the servant's 
master, and to remember that God is no 
respecter of persons. The position we 
occupy here does not impress Him; 
it's the way we behave to each other 
that counts with Him. 

V. 10. " Finally, be strong in the Lord 
and in the strength of His might." 
Here again we have the exhortation 
repeated that we are to be strong. 
Really nothing can be done without 
strength ; a weak nation is helpless in 
time of trouble. If we are financially 
weak, how very little we can do ! We 
can also do little if physically weak. 
Here it means spiritually strong, because 
it is in the Lord. We must remember 
this book is parallel to Joshua in the Old 
Testament. We remember Moses 
commanded Joshua to be strong and of 
good courage. Three times in the first 
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chapter of Joshua God commands Joshua 
to be strong; in chapter five, Joshua 
is before Jericho. The Lord visits him. 
Joshua sees a man with a sword in his 
hand ; Joshua asks him if he is for us 
or the enemy. He replies, " Nay, as 
Captain of the Lord's host has He 
come." Joshua realises that it is not 
his host, and worships Him ; this is the 
true source of strength. 

As we go through these few verses 
we shall see in its most important 
aspect the proper sphere of a Christian's 
conflict, though we readily admit that 
weakness must be seen to, in whatever 
direction it may come. 

Our attention is directed first, to the 
armour we are to wear. Clearly, this 
shews us with great clearness how 
important it is to be strong. No one 
would think of putting armour on a weak 
man, hence the exhortation, "Be strong !" 
As we look carefully at the armour, we 
see that there is no provision for the 
back, so there can be no retreat. We 
must face the foe till the end of our 
pilgrimage down here. 

" Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be. able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil." 
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It is interesting and very profitable 
to meditate on the other place where the 
word " whole armour " is used. There 
it is taking it off. The idea is that we 
cannot afford to take risks. Our 
protection whether for offence or defence 
must be complete. We are weak in 
every direction, hence we are reminded 
that this is to be God's armour. Man's 
provisions are worthless. We have to 
see that it is God's armour and we must 
use every piece. Further, we must be 
clear as to the purpose of all this. That 
is, that we may be able to stand against 
the wiles (methods) of the devil. It 
appears to me that to get the correct 
thought of the word used here (meth-
odias) we must think of wiles and 
methods. Our use of the word method 
suggests an orderly system, which is 
good, but as we have it here we see how 
serious and deliberate is the strategy 
of our enemy, to lead us on to dishonour 
our Lord. We really must therefore 
give all our attention to this armour, as 
the instructions here are given to enable 
us to be victors in the struggle. 

We are now in verse 12 reminded as 
to the real enemy. We may think of 
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men, but the most powerful are only 
but foot-men in this warfare. 

" For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the world 
rulers of this darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places." 

Well might we tremble if we had to 
depend upon our own resources, but 
praise His Name ; we have His resources. 
This conflict must be if we are to enjoy 
our inheritance down here. What we 
see in this world is but the outward 
expression of that conflict which the 
Word has revealed to us. Flesh and 
blood are but the instruments. That 
which moves men are the hosts of 
spiritual wickedness (if we are not saved). 
The word used for principalities means 
power given by authority. We have 
another word for power, which means 
ability. A policeman should possess both 
We should never be said to wrestle 
against authorities which are of God, 
hence we see again the forces which really 
affect mankind. We have a definite 
organised array of spiritual enemies. 
Though we must be careful we must 
not be fearful. 
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" Against world rulers of this 
darkness." This word carries on the 
thought of organised enemies, but points 
to the rulers. Satan is called the Prince 
of this world. I have read that the 
Rabbinical writers use the word for 
" Ruler of world-wide power." History 
shews us what a terrible curse this has 
been to this poor world, and will be, 
until its true King or Ruler arrives. 

" Against spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in the heavenly places." 

We have all traced out the word 
"heavenlies" in this Epistle and noted 
the various things said. We realise that 
it is evil spirits with whom we have to 
contend at present in the heavenlies. 
Alas for the world when Michael cast 
them down to this earth. We have been 
told to put on the whole armour of God. 
Here we are told to take up or receive 
the whole armour. 

V. 13. " Wherefore take up the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all to stand." 

This suggests to me that our purpose 
in the use of this armour is to meet 
repeated attacks of the enemy, and at 
the end of them finding ourselves able 
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to stand. How attractive this is, is it 
not? 

" Stand therefore, having girded your 
loins with truth." This tells us how we 
are to stand, and further shews us why 
it is we can stand, our loins girded with 
truth. How important is this ! 
Sincerity, reality, is the very foundation 
of the Christian character. Unless we 
are true and reliable nothing can be 
done. I believe in a world like this the 
reason why Christians generally get into 
comfortable positions in this world, is 
that they can be depended upon, if they 
are Christians indeed. So then, dear 
reader, let us see that this important 
piece of armour finds its first place 
with us, so that we shall ever be found 
to be true. 

" And having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness." This piece tells us of 
the great importance of honesty or 
doing that which is right to each other. 
It is true we must be honest or righteous 
towards God, but I, however, think it 
means here towards one another. What 
an easy victim we become to the wiles 
of the enemy if we are ready to take 
advantage of our fellow-man ! He 
knows the bait, and we can be sure that 
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if we have just a grain of covetousness, 
envy, or jealousy, we will soon be 
captured. 

" And having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace." 
We must look carefully at this piece 
of armour, for we must get an idea of it 
as clear as possible. I can only express 
that which appears to be its true meaning. 
We think of the gospel of peace. This 
is our glad message to the world from the 
time we experience this peace ourselves. 
We know that this peace is looked at in 
two ways. The Peace with God and 
the Peace of God. The second flows 
out of the first, and involves conditions. 
The first is secured for us with a view to 
the second. And I am sure that God 
in this world can only do one thing that 
may be thought better but is really a 
development of the first two, that is, 
for " The God of Peace to be with us." 
The first—peace with God—was secured 
for us by " the blood of the Cross." 
By virtue of the Lord's death the 
righteous claims of God were met, and 
we became reconciled to God. There was 
no need for God to be reconciled. It 
was the greatness of His love for us that 
wholly devised the plan and carried it 
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out, so that we find we are saved by His 
sovereign grace which is the only possible 
ground for a sinner to be saved. There 
is no other power or way to get it and, 
praise God, there is no power that can 
give it or take it away from us. Nothing 
can separate us from His love. 

I have said this is secured with a view 
to the second, which practically means 
being reconciled to Him. We live with 
Him all the time, if we do this. Else¬ 
where we are told that we shall be 
fearful for nothing, prayerful for 
everything, and anxious for nothing, 
and then we shall be garrisoned by the 
Peace of God. 

In Romans x. 15 we are told, " How 
beautiful are the feet of them that bring 
glad tidings of good things ! " This is 
that which I think is meant by our 
" feet being shod by the preparation of 
the gospel of peace." 

The offensive, I have read, is generally 
the better method of conducting warfare. 
I expect we all have realised that having 
all our time that is at our disposal fully 
occupied in active service in making 
the blessed gospel of peace known, we 
are ourselves protected from all sorts 
of wiles of the enemy. We all realise 
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how this poor world wants the gospel 
of peace, and surely we want to be ready 
to give it. 

V. 16. " Withal taking up the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the evil 
one." 

We are to take up or receive the shield 
ot faith. What is this shield? We 
have the Christian faith. We have the 
faith in God that enabled the heroes in 
Hebrews xi. to do such exploits. These 
things produce in us a temper or attitude 
of soul of which faith is the author which 
enables us to endure all the malignant 
attacks of the enemy. This is said to 
be the " shield of faith." The word used 
for it means a large oblong shield which 
covered the whole body and was used 
against the darts of the enemy. These 
darts were made red hot or had some 
flaming material attached to them. 
These were so made that these fiery 
darts were quenched (Ps. vii. 14 ; Ps. cxx. 
4. R.V.) or rendered harmless. 

V. 17. " And take the helmet of 
salvation." The helmet is to protect 
the head. Here it is called " of 
salvation." In warfare I think the head 
is considered the most vulnerable spot 
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there is. For its protection, Salvation 
alone is necessary. In I. Thess. v. 8, 
we read of the hope of Salvation. The 
word used is not quite the same form of 
the word usually used for salvation, 
but rather suggests those things that 
make for salvation. Men who give 
themselves to Education, Philosophy, 
and the like, must pay very much 
attention to this particular piece of 
armour. It is so common for them to 
be injured in the head. I suppose the 
reason is that it is so very difficult to 
know a lot and yet be humble. We 
remember that the Lord said that the 
blessing is to him that is of a humble and 
contrite heart. Also without doubt, 
" Knowledge puffeth up." However, 
our instructions are very plain. 
Salvation and the things that lead to it, 
are to protect us. I am thankful to 
say that I do know several learned men 
that wear this helmet. We can quite 
understand this, because though 
Salvation fills us with joy, yet it keeps 
us humble, because we cannot get away 
from the knowledge of our helpless 
condition when He found us, so to speak. 

V. 17. " And the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God." 
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It is most important that we clearly 
understand this weapon. We are so 
prone to rest upon man, or some scheme 
or other. The word here refers to the 
spoken word. It is a " Thus saith the 
Lord." We must remember the spoken 
word loses nothing when it is written 
down. We however, are the gainers. 
After a long Christian experience I am 
fully assured that reliance on God's 
Word is the only trustworthy weapon we 
can have. In Hebrews iv. 12 we read, 
" The Word of God is living, active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword," 
etc. There it is the usual word used. 
It helps us, to link these two expressions 
together. 

V. 18. With all prayer and supplica¬ 
tion praying at all seasons in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto in all 
perseverance and supplication for all 
the saints." 

Here we see this armour is to be used 
in a prayerful spirit. Prayer is that 
which is offered to God. Supplication, 
I think, is for a person or thing that is 
required. It is to be done at all seasons. 
It is always time for prayer, especially 
for the work of the Saints, for if we 
ponder over this it can be easily seen 
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that prayer and work cannot be 
separated. In many activities down 
here, it does look as if God enabled us 
to answer our own prayers. 

The supplications are to be made for 
all the saints. Do I hear one of my 
readers say, That does not mean for 
those that do not belong to us, does it ? 
I think it means " all saints," so, if we 
can be sure that they are saints, our 
instructions are plain. 

We are to watch. How many of our 
prayers are forgotten ; that is perhaps 
because we do not persevere. I do 
know this, that I have forgotten some 
of the things I have prayed for. But 
I have found that God has not forgotten 
them, and have had answers beyond 
that which I asked for. 

As I look back over many years I 
have found much strength and help in 
remembering my supplications and have 
watched to see how God answers. 

For quite a long time the position of 
God's people in Russia and China— 
I mean just the ordinary sort of saint— 
has been a burden to me. Nothing 
that man can do can really help. I now 
find I cannot open a newspaper but 
that I have to look to see how our 
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prayers are progressing, I have often 
thought what a testimony it would be, 
if some of the leaders got converted. 
God can do it. 

V. 19. " And on my behalf, that 
utterance may be given unto me in 
opening my mouth, to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
for which I am an ambassador in chains ; 
that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought 
to speak." Here is one of the greatest 
of the Apostles asking for their prayers. 
This is very encouraging, because it 
assures us that however gifted or able 
a brother may be, he never gets away 
from the need of our prayers. 

He said he is an ambassador in a 
chain. It is singular here. At this time 
he appears to have just one soldier 
chained to him. The word used for 
ambassador really means an old man, 
but in the church this was often used 
for those who had the oversight of the 
Church. In the world, it is used for an 
Ambassador. It would hardly be 
suitable for a young man to occupy 
either of these positions. Note the 
picture : an old man in prison and 
chained. We may ask, if this is the 
sort of reward the Lord gives His servants 
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for a life of toil. When we do, we 
forget one thing. The time for the 
Apostle s reward was not yet. He knew 
the reward would be given him at the 
judgment-seat of Christ, so that this 
great honour ol suffering for Christ 
would be enough to fill his soul with 
joyful anticipations. May our memories 
be kept fresh on this matter. 

Note what it is, for which this old 
man requests prayer. It is not for his 
freedom, or greater comfort, or even 
success, but that when he speaks of 
the mystery of the gospel he may speak 
boldly as he ought to speak. 

This mystery of the gospel is surely 
God's marvellous grace to all. 

V. 21. " But that ye also may know 
my affairs, how I do, Tychicus, the 
beloved brother and faithful minister 
in the Lord, shall make known to you 
all things ; whom I have sent unto you 
for this purpose, that ye may know our 
state and that he may comfort your 
hearts." 

All we know of Tychicus is to be found 
in Acts xx. 4, here, and in Col. iv. 7, 8. 
It is a commendation to be a friend of 
the Apostle Paul, which is increased in 
our minds when in Acts xx. 4, we see him 
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as one of a group of companions of 
Paul's, here, and in Col. iv. as entrusted 
on an important message to the saints, 
and the Apostle's description of him as a 
beloved brother and faithful minister and 
fellow-servant of the Lord. These are 
evidences of the high esteem with which 
Paul regarded him. 

The purpose of this commission was 
that the Apostle wanted them to know 
how he did. The Holy Ghost, I have no 
doubt, intended us to the extent of our 
power to be interested and informed as 
to the state and condition of His servants. 
Tychicus was to tell them everything ; 
nothing was to be kept back. They 
were to know his state. An old man 
and in prison ! How could they find 
comfort in that ? The Apostle wanted 
their hearts to be comforted. I think 
Tychicus must have described how the 
Apostle was so conscious of the presence 
of the Lord that his heart was overflowing 
with joy, proving that if the Lord is with 
us, prisons do palaces prove. What a 
testimony has been given in this respect ! 
Bunyan is an illustration. What a lesson 
he gives us in closing ! Really nothing 
can hurt if we have the joy of the Lord 
in our hearts. 
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V. 23. " Peace be to the brethren, 
and love with faith, from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace 
be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in uncorruptness." 

Peace, Love, and Faith. What untold 
blessings these are ! Yet if we are 
believers of the Lord Jesus, they really 
belong to us. We have, by faith, simply 
to appropriate them. 

Grace, God's marvellous grace to them 
that love the Lord in uncorruptness. 

Blessed God and Father, we have been 
reading this epistle very carefully, and 
though there is much beyond us, so 
wonderful is our heritage in Christ, 
that we do pray Thee to open our eyes 
increasingly to see more and more of 
the glories that shine in His Blessed 
Person, in order that our love for Him 
may become deeper and purer, so that 
we may be able to appreciate more Thy 
marvellous grace. 

W. H. KNOX. 

1932. 
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