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TALKS TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE 
COLOSSIANS. 

Having selected the Epistle to the 
Colossians for the consideration of boys 
and girls of any age, I can only say how 
dependent a .servant of the Lord is on 
the Holy Ghost, when engaged in His 
service, and I feel sure that if H e blesses, 
all is well. 

I have no intention of taking up ques
tions relating to the Colossian Church; 
that must be left to those that are able 
to do it. 

I might at tempt it. but I rather think 
that boys and girls prefer to read the 
book and get out of it what they can; 
I know I do. I t has this advantage, we 
need open no other book but "the precious 
Word of God. 
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V. 1. tells us that Paul, an Apostle 
(one that is sent) of Christ Jesus, 
through the will of God. 

I am glad that the Apostle has told 
us this, because it reminds us of the 
sovereign grace of God, and Paul was 
perfectly aware of this, because, as far 
as we are concerned, it is very clear, 
that on the way to Damascus that was 
the very last thing he wanted. H e was 
bent on destroying the Church if he 
could. As far as I can see, no one was 
harder to convert than this proud young 
Pharisee, full of ambition, but the grace 
of God did it, and a wonderful instru
ment he became in God's hand. 

H e couples himself with Timothy, a 
brother. H e writes to the Saints, Holy 
or separated, and faithful brethren in 
Christ. This is very suggestive, and it 
does appear to be put thus to remind us 
that, although all believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ are brethren, yet all are not 
living separated lives, nor can they all be 
said to be faithful, and I am quite con
vinced, after reading this wonderful 
letter, that we can only enter into it and 
enjoy it t o . t he extent that we can be 
said to be holv and faithful brethren. 
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May our Blessed Lord make us separ
ated and faithful unto Himself. H e 
closes this introduction with the desire 
that we may have grace and peace. 

V. 3. Here we see the Apostle gives 
thanks to God, " praying always for 
you . " This will give us some idea as 
to the direction that our prayers should 
take. Generally it is our wants, failures 
and desires that lead us out in prayer, 
but it is also clear that unless we are 
exercised in prayer for others it is a sin 
(1 Sam. 12, 23)\ the Prophet said, "God 
forbid that I should sin against the Lord 
in ceasing to pray for you . " Alas! in 
Samuel's case it was rebellion of God's 
people that called forth his prayers, but 
here it was their faith in Christ and love 
to all the saints. 

W h a t did he pray for them ? W e shall 
have this question answered as we go 
along, for there are many possibilities 
and heights to be scaled in the Christian 
experience. But here I ask myself : Can 
we have faith in Christ and no love for 
the brethren? W e must unhesitatingly 
say, NO. If any are not convinced, let 
them prayerfully read the 1st Epistle of 
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John. I ask a further question: Can 
we love them in word and not in deed? 
I have to answer, N O . I refer all 
doubters to James. 

Blessed God and Father, the Lord 
said, " If any man will follow me, let 
him deny himself and follow m e . " May 
the Holy Ghost teach us, that the bright 
and happy path is the path of self-denial 
and never the path of self-indulgence. 
May we so live, dear boys and girls, that 
when our friends pray for us, their 
prayers may be called forth by our faith 
in Christ and love to the brethren. 

I t is very important to keep in mind 
that this faith in Christ and love to the 
brethren is on account of the hope that 
is laid up for us in the heavens. The 
Gospel has presented before us an in
heritance, which means, being together, 
like H im, and with H im. This aspira
tion of our hearts has the effect of pro
ducing this, if it is real, and it is well for 
us to remember the value Christ and His 
Apostles place upon our inheritance in 
heaven. Many of us Christians, I am 
sure, do not value it as we should. 
W h e n we carefully think, we can see 
that this is the only solid ground we 
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have to stand upon; there is nothing 
else, everything else is passing. I t is 
well also to bear in mind, it is the 
T R U T H of the Gospel. This is not in 
legal ordinances or philosophy, but in a 
Person, even Christ, and let us go 
forward without any fear, because no 
new truth that we know not as yet, can 
ever upset the old truth we do know. 

This has a twofold result. In V. 6 
it is " Bearing fruit and increasing." 
From what we read of Epaphras, he 
must have been full of love and wisdom. 
W e do not know what else he might 
have said, but we are told that he 
declared to the Apostle their love in the 
spirit. I t was very happy that he could 
do this, but it also shows us he looked 
for what he could see of Christ in them. 
May we ever seek this grace, for amongst 
Christians faults can frequently be seen. 
This is because we have been taken out 
of the pit and the miry clay, and the 
work is not yet finished in any one of us 
down here, but we can all be sure that 
when we see H im, we shall be like H im. 

V. 9. See one of the consequences of 
this as far as the Apostle is concerned. 
I t encourages a man like Paid continu-
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ally to pray for them. I t puts heart 
into a saint when he sees other saints 
going forward. W h a t a big demand the 
Apostle makes for t hem! " That ye 
may be filled with the knowledge of His 
will in all spiritual wisdom and under
s tanding." The Apostle could see that 
only an intelligent and growing acquaint
ance with Christ can satisfy the renewed 
mind. Even God's mercy may become 
a danger, if Christ is not the constant 
object of our minds, hence spiritual 
wisdom (not carnal or worldly wisdom) 
and understanding of His will is essential. 

I think I can hear the boys and girls 
saying, " O h , yes! we think this is all 
very well for Apostles and those near 
akin to them I " I must admit, my 
young friends, that I feel very much 
like it myself, but as an old boy I find 
this satisfaction. I expect that the Lord 
can see I could not hold as much as the 
Apostle Paul, but I think Christ is per
fectly satisfied if he sees that, though 
but a small vessel, I am full, and when 
H e does see this, I have every reason to 
believe H e will enlarge the capacity, so, 
after all, boys and girls, in our small 
capacity we may long to be filled. 
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Our object being to walk worthily of 
the Lord unto all pleasing, we cart be 
quite sure that whatever is present to our 
minds, as God's will, must form our 
character and order our walk. The one 
question must ever be : " Will this please 
God? " Christ said, " I always do the 
things that are pleasing to H i m . " If 
we are doing so, to the extent of our 
capacity, we may be sure we shall bear 
fruit in every good work, and this means 
that we shall grow in the knowledge of 
God, for the only way to grow in the 
knowledge of God is to live and walk 
with Him. W e need to be made power
ful in order to enter into all these things, 
but what can strengthen us like a vision 
of Christ's glory? To see a Crucified 
Christ means safety, but to see a risen, 
ascended and glorified Christ gives power 
(2 Cor. 8). 

This is a world of sin and sorrow, but 
the enjoyment of our heritage with 
Christ will give joy amidst it all. 
" Giving thanks unto the Fa the r . " W e 
want to note this. Why give thanks to 
the Father? Even men who are 
accounted great fail here. Some make 
of Christ what Romanists make of Mary 
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and saints. We know that Christ is a 
Mediator between God and man, and 
the only one, and we do not intend to 
grieve H i m by adding others. H e is 
quite sufficient for us, yet we are told 
to give thanks to the Father. Think of 
the story of the Prodigal Son and see 
there the Father 's attitude. W e pray 
for what we want and give thanks for 
what we have. 

V. 12. In this verse we see a remark
able statement. God hath made us 
M E E T for the inheritance of the saints 
in light. W h a t a wonderful thing to 
say! W e , in Christ, are made meet. 
I t was grace that put us in this remark
able position. I t is ours to see, that by 
the Holy Ghost's aid, we walk in the 
light. I t is this that makes it so serious 
for a Christian to sin, for he sins against 
the light. W e are delivered out of the 
power of darkness and translated into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love. 
All is accomplished in Christ. I t is very 
necessary, boys and girls, that we should 
be clear here. Rev. 21, 27 says, " Noth
ing that defileth can enter the re , " and 
the question is, How can I be made 
meet? This Scripture assures us that 
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we are made meet by the work of Christ. 
W e see that we are in Christ. Alas! 
many do not see the real value of Christ's 
work. Some think that by taking the 
sacrament, doing penance, attending to 
religious duties and doing good works 
they may be made meet. W e are told 
it is not of works, lest any man should 
boast. Nothing can be plainer than that 
we are not saved by good works, but 
for good works, in order that we may 
walk in them. Others think that 
believers are left on earth for the pur
pose of being made more and more fit 
for heaven by the grace of God and the 
work of the Holy Ghost. If any think 
this, we may be sure that they have a 
poor estimate of the efficacy of the 
Blood of Christ. Nothing can add to 
its value. Some think there is a place 
where souls, after death, are finally fitted 
for heaven. The Word of God is not 
only silent as to such a place, but its 
testimony is dead against it. My dear 
boys and girls, is it likely that any suf
ferings through which I might pass can 
accomplish what the sufferings and death 
through which my Saviour passed for 
me, could not? Would any sufferings 
be more efficacious to fit my soul for 
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heaven, than His? IMPOSSIBLE! 
Thank God we have been made meet. 
Further, if it is necessary to pass through 
purgatorial fires for, say, one hundred 
years, how wicked it is, for a considera
tion, to get the time reduced by half. 
To be improperly done would be very 
undesirable. Our sins are forgiven 
(V. 14). The Authorised Version has 
by means of " through His blood." 
This is a question of manuscript. We 
are, however, quite sure that our forgive
ness was brought about by means of His 
blood. Fire could not do it, and, boys 
and girls, we can be quite sure that we 
cannot make too much of the blood of 
Christ. No other way is possible for 
our redemption, and, thank God, it is 
a fact we have it. This Blessed One is 
the image of the invisible God. God is 
invisible, Christ is the image, and it does 
seem that Christ has always manifested 
God through a past eternity. There are 
many things that could be said about 
this, which may not be accepted by all, 
but would have the effect of drawing 
away our minds from the statement, to 
disagree with an interpretation. Let us, 
therefore, rejoice in this grand state
ment, and the Holy Ghost will see that 
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we shall, if we have honest hearts, enter 
into all the wonderful things that are 
contained in this important statement. 

Then we get another wonderful thing 
said of H im. H e is " the Firstborn of 
all creation," not, as in the A .V . , 
" every creature ," which would require 
a different word in the original. I t does 
not alter the sense very much, but the 
R . V . is correct, so let us use it. The 
reason given is, that the Creator has en
tered into the sphere of creation, and 
what other position could H e take than 
that of the Firstborn? There were 
millions born before H im and millions 
after, that is, after His coming to the 
manger. I remember once meeting a 
Baptist Pastor who said to me " O h ! 
brother, I have just had a shock. A 
person has just told me that Christ is a 
creature, and was born first." I said, 
" The word is ' creation,' H e is the First
born, and do you think that firstborn 
means born first? " H e replied, " Does 
it not? " I said, " Look and see." H e 
replied that he would. 

Now suppose, boys and girls, we look 
and see for ourselves. If we are Bereans, 
we certainly would. In the laws of 
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Moses, as we read the laws, we' might 
think so, but even there it is not always 
so (see Deut . 21, 15. H e must not, 
under conditions mentioned there, make 
the child of his beloved wife firstborn, 
which, if firstborn always meant born 
first, would be impossible. The message 
Moses had to take to Pharoah (great 
king of a mighty and old empire) con
cerning these slaves he had, and whom 
God was about to form into a nation, 
was, "Israel is my firstborn " (Ex. 4, 
22). Isaac was Abraham's firstborn, 
Ishmael was born first. Jacob was 
Isaac's firstborn, Esau was born first. 
Joseph was Jacob's firstborn, Reuben 
was born first. Ephraim was Joseph's 
firstborn, Manassah was born first. I n 
Psalm 89, clearly a Messianic psalm, 
Jehovah says of Christ in V. 27, *' I will 
make Him my firstborn." Now I think 
there have been sufficient texts referred 
to to convince any honest mind that first
born does not always mean born first. 

W e have said that the Creator has 
entered the sphere of creation. There 
can be no question whether Christ 
created the world or not. Although I 
am writing to boys and girls, I cannot 
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think that you have forgotten all your 
grammar. There are only four preposi
tions that can be used to describe one 
creating, as far as I can see, and all four 
are used of Christ, and mean. " out of," 
" by means of," " unto H i m , " and " in 
H i m , " so that as far as language is con
cerned, if these do not cover the state
ment that Christ is the Creator, I do not 
know how it could otherwise be put. 
Further , not only is H e the Creator, but 
Verse 17 says, " In Him, all things 
hold together ." 

W e are told " H e is the Head of the 
Body, the Church," and, praise God, H e 
is not dead. W e feel sure that all who 
usurp this position are the enemies of 
Christ. I think, boys and girls, it is 
easily seen, that as Christ is the Head of 
the Body, the Church, we are members 
of one another, and this should prevent 
us acting, without reference to our fel
low members, for if one member suffers 
the whole body suffers. " H e is the 
Firstborn from the dead." H e must 
ever take the first place that, " in all 
things H e might have the pre-emi
nence ." As I read V. 19, it would be, 
" I t pleased all the fulness in Him to 
dwell " (this indeed is Deity). 
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In a wonderful, way and very fully, 
this V. 20 makes very clear what I in
tended to say as to the prepositions, that 
by means of H im (Christ) to reconcile 
all things unto Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross. 
I remember reading White 's vocabulary 
of the Gospel of John (Greek), and I 
saw that peace (eirene) meant the bind
ing or fastening thing. I could not 
make out what it could mean, for I knew 
that (pegnumi) meant the binding or 
fastening thing. I came across a Greek 
tutor in our public schools and I asked 
him the difference between pegnumi and 
eirene. H e replied that " pegnumi " 
meant to bind or fasten by a lock, bolt 
or peg, whereas ' ' eirene ' ' meant to bind 
with a covenant. My heart gave a jump 
as I thought of the covenant between the 
Father and the Son, made in a past 
eternity, and of the Son who at Cal
vary's cross sealed that covenant with 
His own blood. W e know that though 
all the fulness dwelt in Him, the incar
nation was essential, as no creature could 
save. Yet the atonement was made by 
His bearing our sins in His own body on 
the tree. 

Notice the expression, boys and girls, 

14 



in V. 20. I t says " through H im, I say, 
whether things on earth, or things in the 
heavens." How wonderful is th is ! I t 
clearly gives us to see that there is an 
extent in the wonderful work Christ did 
at Calvary, that at one time we never 
dreamed of, and it will be well for us that 
we keep this in our hearts, in order that 
when we come across kindred Scriptures, 
the Holy Ghost may lead us on to know 
more and more of the extent of Christ's 
work. 

V. 21 and 22 says that we who were 
alienated and enemies, in our minds in 
evil works, H e hath reconciled in the 
body of His flesh, through death, for the 
purpose that we might be before H im, 
presented holy, and without blemish and 
unreprovable. Here is all that any advo
cate for good works can desire, but we 
must see that these can only be done by 
those who are saved. Of those who are 
trying to get life by doing what they 
think are good works, their works are 
said to be " dead works ." 

V. 23 reminds us that if we wish to go 
forward in this life we must be grounded, 
stedfast, and not moved away from the 
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hope of the Gospel. In no other sphere 
of life can any other qualities be of any 
service. Progress demands these quali
ties. W e see that we owe all to the 
Glad Tidings. May the Holy Ghost 
develop these qualities in us. 

V. 24. In this verse we may be 
greatly encouraged by seeing what God 
can do for us, if we carry out the quali
ties we saw at the beginning, when on 
the way to Damascus Paul wanted to 
destroy the Church. Christ met him 
and said, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou Me? " This was41 lesson that Paul 
never forgot. Christ and His Church 
are one; to touch one means to touch 
the other. Touch His Church, and 
Christ is there in defence, even if we do 
not see Him, and, further, touch Christ, 
His person or His work, bring the slight
est dishonour upon Him, and His 
Church is up at once. This is one of the 
surest ways of knowing who are His . I t 
was this sort of spirit that enabled Solo
mon to detect the true mother of the 
child. Those who call themselves Chris
tians, and allow H i m to be put in any 
position but the very highest, or allow 
any reflection upon Him, we may be 
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sure, putting it as gently as we can, 
that they have no heart for H im, and 
no part with H i m . 

Paul also learnt this, that not only was 
Christ and His Church one, but the Lord 
had called H im out in the very service of 
the Church he had sought to destroy, 
and that he should have much suffering 
in his body for it. These sufferings are 
what he calls the afflictions of Christ in 
his flesh. Because it was Christ's inten
tion that he should have them, he gloried 
in them, and had not the slightest inten
tion of seeking to avoid any. To put it 
in his own words, he intended to fill up 
that which was lacking, he would not 
miss one. 

To this Church the Apostle said, 
" Whereof I am made a minister ," 
which God gave him to usward to fulfil 
or complete the W o r d of God. This 
does not mean that Paul was the last of 
the inspired writers, but it does mean 
that it brings out to us the fullest t ruth 
experimentally, as we see by what he 
says in Verses 26—28. 

H e tells us of the mystery which hath 
been hid from all ages and generations, 
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but which is now manifested to His 
saints. Much has been said about this 
mystery, but boys and girls will think, I 
feel sure, that what the writer thinks and 
believes to be the Holy Ghost's intention 
here, will be sufficient. 

Dr . Schofield has given us a footnote 
in his Bible to this effect: " A mystery 
is a previously hidden truth, now divinely 
revealed, but in which a supernatural 
element still remains, despite the revela
t ion . " Up till now I think this is the 
best definition that I have heard. 

There are two great parts in this mys
tery. The first is that we are in Christ. 

This is dealt with in Ephesians, where 
we read of Christ set in heaven above, 
and all things headed up in heaven. The 
second is, Christ in us. Christ being 
formed morally in the believer, there is 
no limit to the extent that this can be 
done. The Apostles, great and noble as 
they were, had not attained to it, and I 
think every boy and girl can think of the 
best saints we know, and can quite see 
that they can still be better. W e are all 
conscious personally that wre are not so 
advanced as we should have been. W e 
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see that it is God's purpose that Christ 
should be the Firstborn amongst many 
brethren, and Christ being formed in us 
by the Holy Ghost, began, however 
slowly, at our new birth. I t is our hope 
of glory, and it can easily be seen that 
our greatest glory must be to reflect 
Christ perfectly. I t does seem to me 
that to the extent this is true now, just 
to that extent will our usefulness be then. 

Chapter 2. The Apostle wants them 
to know how greatly he strives for them. 
W h a t can comfort us more and keep us 
in the way more than to know that we 
are being prayed for? This comfort he 
extends to those that had never seen him. 
The Apostle wants them, just because 
they are Christians, to have their hearts 
comforted and to be knit together in 
love. Nothing can knit us together like 
love, and when this is intelligent, this 
enables us to know Christ, in W h o m are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. W e know something of this 
as we meditate on the Word . W h a t 
glories, we discover, shine in Christ, and 
this in its turn deepens and enlarges our 
love for H im. The world has no notion 
of this, not having the Holy Ghost. The 

19 



Bible reveals nothing to them. W h a t a 
day it will be when Christ is here! They 
will discover, as we are rinding out, that 
only His views on any subject are worth 
having, and, on account of this, 

In V . 4 the Apostle tells us that no 
man may delude us with the persuasive
ness of speech. Solemn, this, boys and 
girls, is it not? Le t us stop awhile here. 
W e know that all the treasures of wis
dom and knowledge are hidden in Christ. 
W e have all realised that since our con
version, the Bible has been a different 
book altogether. Yet we see that , so 
attractive is the persuasiveness of speech, 
that we may be deluded by it. Blessed 
Saviour, we realise, in some measure, 
how it must grieve Thee when Thou 
seest us ensnared by the words of man. 
May the Holy Ghost make V . 5-7 true 
of us. 

As far as the Colossians were con
cerned, Paul was rejoicing as he saw their 
order and the stedfastness of their faith 
in Christ. W e may be sure that the 
very beginning of our trouble is when 
our soul admits thoughts that lower the 
glory of Christ. May Christ have all our 
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heart. These had begun well, so the 
exhortation is, " A s ye have received 
Christ Jesus, the Lord, so walk in Him, 
rooted (a figure of a tree) and builded (a 
figure of a building), the object being to 
keep them from a persuasive tongue. 
Will this depress us? N E V E R , t h e 
normal attitude of a believer is to abound 
in thanksgiving, and if we are not full of 
thankfulness, it is the red light, there is 
danger ahead. 

In V. 8 we come to one of the great 
banes of the Church, Philosophy. All it 
can do for us, the Apostle says, is to 
make spoil of us. I t is vain deceit and 
the traditions of men, after the rudiments 
or elements of the world, but not after 
Christ. Let us remember that the earth 
gives clouds not light. 

The underlying thought, as it is pre
sented to us, is that it gives lustre to the 
Gospel. Le t us remember that when the 
Lord chose His Apostles H e did not send 
them to college, but that they might be 
with H i m . To be ever in the conscious
ness of His presence is all that is needed, 
for H e is our Lord and Master, i.e., 
teacher. As Lord we must obey H i m , 
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as Master we must believe what H e 
taught. 

Moses was taught in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians, but it made him self-con
fident. H e needed 40 years at the back 
of the desert with God. Paul was 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
he went to Arabia for three years. Peter 
and John were fishermen. W e see that 
Christ can use all sorts. Do not think 
I am against education; I am not, 
neither am I against good laws, or sani
tation. These are all good things, but 
are no qualification for what is before us. 

Christ in us, indwelt and guided by the 
Holy Ghost, a knowledge of His Word , 
and we are ready for His service. 

In V. 9. the Apostle settles this for a 
believer. H e says that in Christ " dwell-
eth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 
and in H i m we are made full." The 
Lord said, " The Father that dwelleth in 
Me, H e doeth the works " ; also, " If I 
by the Spirit of God cast out devils, W h o 
is the head of all principality and power." 
When , boys and girls, we look at this 
carefully, we can easily see that nothing 
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can be added to Christ : H e is all we 
want. I t is many years since I got my 
first vision, that for His service, for home 
life, for business life, or any other phase 
of human affairs, Christ is God's answer 
to all human need, and as the years pass 
this becomes more sure to me. 

V. 12. Here we are told that we are 
circumcised with a circumcision not 
made with hands, but one wrought of 
God, and I feel sure that there are 
depths here that I have never plumbed, 
and I am sure that we all can by prayer 
and meditation ever enlarge our thoughts 
with this. But suppose we make a start, 
and with a larger experience of the Word 
look to the Holy Ghost to bless us in 
this. 

The Jews rightly placed much value on 
the ordinance of circumcision. I t was 
God's ordinance. I t was an evidence 
that the man was a Jew, and to us who 
know the New Testament, it is a picture 
or type of death. But, as all these 
things must, it failed to justify the flesh. 
W e are, however, distinctly told that 
" W e are of the circumcision who wor
ship by the Spirit of God, and glory in 
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Christ J e sus . " This, in another way, is 
set forth in our Baptism. W e are dead 
with Christ, and our Baptism sets forth 
our burial with Him, wherein we are 
raised with Christ through faith in the 
working of God, W h o raised Him from 
the dead. Because we are His , our faith 
is such that we believe we shall be raised 
from the dead. This is faith indeed, as 
to our resurrection. There was a won
derful testimony to the fact of the resur
rection of Christ, the credibility of the 
witnesses, and their number, 500 at one 
time, and for forty days, etc., but apart 
from our faith in God, I can see no evi
dence whatever for the resurrection of 
the body. To the natural man who 
thinks, it must appear absurd, but faith 
has a keener vision than nature ever can 
have. Blessed God and Father, we 
thank Thee for Thy gift of faith. W e 
cannot understand it, but we bless Thee 
for it. Rom. 6. and Phil. 3. give us 
other views, but we do not wish to deal 
with more than Colossians. WThen we 
do see the whole story of that which 
Baptism sets forth, we see a resurrection 
far greater and more wonderful than that 
of the body, and the New Man can and 
does have abundant evidence of this, as 
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we shall surely have of the body, when it 
is an historical fact. In these things, 
having assurance of the greater, we can 
wait with patience for the lesser. 

V. 13. Here we are brought into con
tact with the other bane of the professed 
Church, namely Ritualism. 

Our position is clearly set forth, and, 
boys and girls, just as we have seen that 
Philosophy can make spoil of us, so can 
Ritualism. As we see in the Person of 
Christ the antidote of Philosophy, so we 
must see what Christ's work has done 
for. us, and the position that this work 
places us in. Then by His grace we 
must hold fast to our heritage. 

As a result of the resurrection of 
Christ, we see that we were dead in tres
passes and the uncircumcision of the 
flesh. H e quickened us together with 
H i m , having forgiven us all our tres
passes. H e could do this. H e blotted 
out all the ordinances that were against 
us and contrary to us. H e hath taken 
them out of the way, nailing them to 
the Cross. 

Now this teaches us what Ritualists 
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are not able to see. They see men alive 
in the world, not dead and risen in 
Christ. Ritualism takes us back to the 
shadow, when the substance is come. 
Galatians says it puts them under the 
whole law. Here it shows that Ritual
ism sets aside the position we now have 
in Christ. It' Ritualism is introduced, it 
can only be against us. In Verse 16 we 
are told to let no man judge us, in the 
things stated, because all these things are 
shadows of Christ, meats, drinks, and 
feasts. Leviticus teaches how full they 
are of Christ. The New Moon tells us 
of the re-appearing of Israel's glory, 
after its fading away. The Sabbath tells 
us of rest in Christ. But the body is 
Christ 's, the law had the shadow only. 

V. 18. gives us a solemn warning, and, 
though boys and girls, we can give our 
attention to it. First we must notice 
that the A . V . has " in t ruded into those 
things which he hath not seen, vainly 
puffed up in his fleshly mind . " The 
R . V . has " Dwelling in the things which 
he hath seen." Here is a difference. 
The word used for " dwelling," or " in
t rud ing , " is a question of scholarship. 
My own judgment favours the authorised 

26 



" i n t r u d i n g , " " s e a r c h i n g , " or " p r y 
i n g , " but the question as to " not " is a 
question of manuscript. Now this is a 
question that even boys and girls must 
try to get clear upon. Here are two 
manuscripts which differ. There may 
be more manuscripts of one than the 
other, but the great and learned authori
ties do not agree. W h a t are we to do? 
Personally, I attach no value to scholar
ship when it is a question of manuscript. 
Recently I had advice from three Doc
tors and got three different tales! W e 
must think for ourselves. W h a t is a 
boy to do? I will tell you what one 
does. W e believe the Holy Ghost in
spired these men (as they claim) to write 
these epistles. W e believe the Holy 
Ghost resides in us, to lead and guide us 
into all t ruth. I read the different manu
scripts, and that which to me gives the 
best sense, I accept, because God is on 
the side of good sense. I hear another 
boy say, " But I have done that, and I 
see the reverse of what you d o . " I can 
only reply that perhaps one knows the 
Word better than the other, and say to 
my friend, if you are happy with the 
Lord about it, go on with what you have 
got, for I am sure that if we both have 
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honest hearts, the Holy Ghost, ere long, 
will put the wrong one right. 

However, hear how one boy reads this. 
The teaching is very clear to me. The 
fleshly puffed up mind delights to pry 
into the unseen. In the believer this 
means, in some degree, the worshipping 
of Saints or Angels. In the unbeliever, 
it means Spiritism, which is the worship 
in some degree of Demons. I t comes to 
this. W e are to rest on what God has 
revealed, and our safety is shown us in 
V. 19. This verse shows us they were 
setting aside Christ. The Holy Ghost 
came to glorify Christ, not Angels, and 
it is from H i m the body is knit and 
held together. Good can come in no 
other way. 

I t also shows that " All the body ," 
i.e., each several member, has a part in 
promoting the welfare of the Church, the 
essential conditions being, to hold fast 
the Headship of Christ (not man), and to 
be filled with the Holy Ghost. In Verse 
20, we have the consequences of being 
dead with Christ. 

I n Verse 12, we saw that we have re
demption through His blood, the forgive-
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ness of sins. Now we go a step further. 
W h a t we have here is that, being dead 
with Christ, we have nothing to do with 
nature or the world in the things of God. 
The whole force of the world's religion 
denies death with Christ. The world 
thinks religion suitable for all, and, if we 
are sincere, the form it takes is of little 
importance, but its central point is what 
man can do for God, and its utility to 
our fellow man. Hence, if a Christian 
mingle, or even taste, touch, or handle, 
he will lose the sense of being dead with 
Christ. Look around at the world's 
religion anywhere, and you will find it 
places itself under law. V. 23, explains 
it all. I t is " will worship." The will 
of God is not the controlling force in 
their lives. 

Now we come to Chapter 3. Note, it K*->> 
does not say that we are to die and rise 
(future), but dead and risen (past), and 
this together with Christ. Our minds 
should be occupied with heavenly things 
that flow out of an accomplished redemp
tion. Christ seated at the right hand of 
God's power. Verse 3, tells us we are to 
set our minds on things above, not on 
things on the earth. W e ask how these 
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things can be done. Are we not to at
tend to our business duties, etc. ? Yes, 
but only as a duty to the Lord, not to 
set our minds on them. Perhaps I 
should express this in the way I think it 
ought to be carried out. W e should 
have our minds occupied with that 
Blessed One, W h o is now exalted. Our 
business, our home life, our Church life, 
our friendships, the books we read, our 
service, should all be for H i m . W e 
should have just one thing before us, 
namely, to please H im in all things. I 
am quite sure that then nothing would 
suffer, but all would be blessed. A single 
eye to God's glory would give us a spirit 
of thoroughness and efficiency, and it 
would preserve us from covetousness or 
vainglory, or any other snare whereby 
the Enemy would entrap us. 

Some think that a Christian, because 
he is a Christian, is better qualified to fill 
a place in the world. This in a sense is 
true. Our baptism proclaims us dead, 
so one can see it depends upon what 
place ? 

Our life is hid with Christ in God. 
Verse 4 says that when H e is manifested 
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(we shall have been translated) we shall 
also be manifested with H i m in glory. 
W h a t a prospect! I remember a very 
dear friend saying, Do you know, Knox, 
I am not concerned about getting into 
heaven; that is Christ's work, and will 
surely be done. I t is the coming out of 
heaven (Rev. 19). W e can easily see 
that when we are manifested to the world 
that is where or when we bring glory to 
H im. The white linen is the righteous 
acts or righteousnesses of the saints. One 
cannot think of sorrow in heaven, but at 
the supreme moment, when we come out 
of heaven, with H im, in order that H e 
may be admired in His saints, if we do 
not then reflect H i m as we should it is 
difficult to think that there will not be 
sorrow. 

V. 5. Though we do not understand 
very much, I feel sure I speak for the 
boys and girls who are reading this, when 
I say that it is the supreme desire of our 
hearts that we shall glorify Him. I re
member reading somewhere that nothing 
will go into heaven, but what comes out, 
and we may be sure there can be no real 
blessing till we have made dead the fol
lowing : fornication, uncleanness, pas-
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sion, evil desire, and covetousness (liter
ally, wanting more). The root of this is 
idolatry, for the grace of God cannot flow 
into a vessel so full of these things. The 
Word tells us we did walk in these things 
when we lived in them, but we are told 
to P U T O F F " anger, wrath, malice, 
railing, shameful speaking, out of your 
mouth; lie not one to another; seeing 
that ye have PITT O F F the old man 
with his doings." I t does seem dread
ful, does it not, that such an exhortation 
should be necessary, and we must not 
think, it may be for others, but not for 
us. There is such a thing as these things 
in measure, however small. 

W e can bless God that through His 
sovereign grace we have P U T ON the 
new man, which, we are told, is being re
newed unto knowledge after the image of 
H i m . W e can easily see that the more 
effective the putting off of the deeds of 
the old man, the more effective the re
newing will b e ; in fact, the renewing 
will be arrested unless it is so. W h a t a 
joy it is to us, who by nature are Gen
tiles, to have the assurance from God's 
Word that all racial, religious and social 
distinctions cannot be ; we are one in 
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Christ Jesus : " Christ is all and in a l l . " 
W h a t a wonderful text this is, and yet to 
some there appears a desire to invoke the 
aid of Mary, Angels and Saints. How 
it must grieve H i m . May the Holy 
Ghost ever enable us to give H im His 
right place in our hearts. Besides all 
this, we have discovered that to be occu
pied with H im is our best course in seek
ing to walk even as H e would have us 
walk. W e have been told to put off the 
deeds of the old man because we have put 
off the old man. W e are also told that 
we have put on the new man. 

V. 12. Now we are told to put on cer
tain qualities, which we will look at pre
sently. W h a t we should do is to notice 
the expression " As God's Elect, Holy 
and Beloved." W h a t we are to put on 
is to be done in this character. W h a t an 
inspiration it is to us, to ponder over the 
fact that we are God's Elect, if we do so 
I think we should get in some measure 
the spirit of Gabriel, when Zechariah 
said " W h e r e b y shall I know t h i s ? " 
Gabriel said, " I am Gabriel, that stand 
in the presence of G o d . " W h a t a 
dignity would be ours, however lowly our 
path down here may be, if we fully 
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entered into the fact that we are of God's 
Chosen ones, and therefore as " H o l y . " 
W e read of Holy vessels, Holy men, and 
that God is Holy. Separation is the 
root idea of the word. A vessel is said 
to be Holy when it is used wholly for 
God's service. To use it for secular pur
poses would be to defile it, though one 
cannot .see that any moral quality can be 
given it. But, wrhen it comes to men 
and women, there must be. The root 
idea is still in the word, and we can only 
be Holy to the extent that we are sepa
rated from the world and to God. W e 
uiay be sure that this can only be true 
when the moral qualities are with it, 
otherwise our separation to God would 
be an abhorrence to Him. W e are said 
to be " Beloved." Can anything delight 
our hearts more than to know that we 
are Beloved of God ? Oh ! what comfort 
it gives! Remembering this we are to 
put on a heart of compassion. As we 
think of these qualities let us think of 
our Blessed Lord, in His walk down 
here. How H e excelled in each. W h a t 
sorrow should be ours if the sufferings of 
others (even animals) do not produce in 
us a heart of compassion. Kindness, 
this is one of the elements of love. In 1 
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Cor. 13, we are told " love is k ind ." 
There we are told that we might have all 
knowledge, understand all mysteries, 
all faith, so that we can remove moun
tains, give all our goods to feed the poor, 
and our bodies to be burned, and yet if 
we have not love it profiteth nothing. 
W e really M U S T put on kindness, 
humility. The Psalmist said, " My soul 
shall make her boast in the Lord ; the 
humble shall hear thereof and be glad." 
W h y did the Psalmist put humble there ? 
I t does seem to me to be that humility 
leaves us free to exalt another. While 
we have not humility we shall not like to 
hear another praised. W e are to put on 
Meekness. I think of Moses. H e could 
keep calm and sweet under great provo
cation. This is indeed a wonderful 
power to have. May the Lord make us 
meek. Then there is longsuffering. 
Some are very trying, and continue so, 
and we often have a complaint against 
such. Many of our complaints are born 
of our own unreasonableness. W e must 
carefully consider this, and if we find 
that we have a real complaint, we are to 
forgive, and, as is ever the case, Christ is 
the standard. Then it closes by saying, 
" Above all things put on love, which is 
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the bond of perfectness." This is not 
one element alone, as kindness, but all, 
and nothing, we may be sure, will bind 
us together so perfectly as " to love one 
another ." 

V. 15. W e have here a wonderful 
rule to guide us. Many boys and girls 
have come to me and said, " D o you 
think a Christian can go to the cinema, 
play cards, and many other things be
sides? " W e want to remember that 
when in doubt about anything we shall 
rind it is not in rules, laws, maxims, that 
we shall find our answer, but here, " Le t 
the peace of Christ rule (arbitrate) in 
your hear t s . " Let me relate an incident 
which may make my meaning clear. 
Whilst I was in America, a lady was in 
doubt as to whether she should accept an 
invitation, and she said to me, " I want 
your advice. Will you come and have a 
talk with me, for a little time? " I 
agreed, and we sat down together. She 
told me her position. My reply was, 
" I am not the Lord, and I do not think 
that I am in the position to be able to 
advise you, but why not apply to Col. 
3, 15. There it says, ' Le t the peace of 
God (Christ) rule (arbitrate) in your 
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heart . ' Will you kindly ponder this 
question for a little while, then give me 
your answer? Can a saint have a better 
gift than the peace of God? " After 
pondering some time she said, " No, I 
cannot think, for a saint, of anything 
better than the peace of God . " I re
plied, " Are you quite sure? " Another 
pause, and steadily she replied, " I am 
quite sure . " " Now," I said, " d o you 
not see that God has given us the very 
best H e can, for down here, and H e does 
not wish us to have anything less? Le t 
this peace settle every doubt, in a word, 
never do anything that will lessen or in
terfere with this priceless boon ." After 
a long pause, her face brightened up and 
she said, " I must g o . " Later when I 
saw her, I heard a wonderful story of 
how God had blessed her to others, and 
yet, boys and girls, had I had the 
temerity to get between her and her 
Lord, I should have advised her not to 
go. So take the questions, such as 
cinema, cards, etc. Settle these ques
tions, yes or no, considering whether 
they help or hinder you in any degree, 
whether they rob you of so tremendous 
a gift as this peace of God. 

W e are then told that our calling, if 
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understood, will unite us and make us 
thankful. This apparently raises a diffi
culty. How does it unite us? W e are 
not one body. Look what a number of 
so-called churches there are. This appa
rently is true, but in the little book that 
we have recently read, " The True 
Church, " the writer pointed out that what 
the Church stood for in its fundamentals 
are held in common by most of them 
(unless a modernist has crept in), and 
though we may not care to associate our
selves with many things they do, it is 
always a real joy to come across an indi
vidual who has a heart for Christ, who
ever he may be with. I often think of a 
wheel, and Christ as the hub or centre, 
the nearer the spokes are to the hub, the 
nearer they are to each other. W e do 
not want any formal union, the only 
unity of any value is to get near Christ. 

" And be ye thankful." W h y , if we 
are occupied with Christ, we cannot help 
i t ; we are sure to be. But, if you have 
paid a visit to grumbling street, you have 
not taken Him with you. Get back to 
Sunshine Square, as the chorus says. 

I t is important that we look very care
fully at the next sentence, " Let the 
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Word of Christ (God) dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom." W e want to re
member that God is the Author of the 
Word , Christ is its object. " Dwel l , " 
I think, points more to the enjoyment of 
the Word , because if we enjoy it, we 
shall be continually meditating upon it, 
and so it can be said to dwell in us, and 
this must be, for under no other circum
stances can we get a rich knowledge of 
the Word . Note, it says " in all wis
d o m . " I have said that wisdom is the 
right use of knowiedge, so it is as plain 
as a sunbeam that we must put into use 
the truth we know, i.e., express it in our 
character and deeds. 

Here is a very weighty word for us : 
" teaching and admonishing one another 
with Psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs." Dear boys and girls, let us pon
der over this. These songs are said to 
have a teaching and an admonishing 
value to us, so let us learn to be careful 
what wre sing. W e have collections of 
hymns which, though containing many 
beautiful and helpful hymns, yet contain 
some W'ith unscriptural thoughts, and 
some with thoughts opposite to the 
truth. I t was because we are conscious 
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of this that we have published our book 
of Spiritual Songs. W e really must be 
careful what we sing, because we are 
told to sing them with grace in our 
hearts, and how impossible is this, unless 
it is the t ruth we sing. Further , they 
are to be sung unto God. W e often 
sing hymns; therefore it is a good habit 
to form, to ask ourselves frequently, did 
I really sing this hymn unto God, con
sciously intending Him to hear? I t is 
very serious if we are not real with God 
in this. 

Further , we note that there are two 
sorts of hymns. They are known as Sub
jective and Objective. These are words 
that boys and girls do not usually use, 
but, as an old boy, I find that I must use 
my dictionary sometimes, and we must 
here. A subjective hymn directs our 
thoughts practically to Holiness in our
selves. Objective hymns direct us to 
Christ. There are some very fine hymns 
of both kinds, and we must remember 
that God is seeking to form Christ in u s ; 
but H e does this by seeing that " As we 
gaze into the glass (i.e., the Word) and 
behold the glory of the Lord, we are 
changed from glory to glory by the Lord 
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the Spir i t ." On the whole I find it is 
more profitable to have my mind directed 
to Christ than to myself. 

V. 17. In this verse we have " Wha t 
soever." W e are delighted with the 
word " W h o s o e v e r , " and say, " T h a t 
means M E . " But we must get to like 
" Whatsoever ." I t includes every wrord 
we say, and every thing we do. This 
indeed is a big thing, is it not? Look at 
it closely and we must see that we cannot 
reduce a word like this. All is to be 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Wha t does this mean? I know that 
there are various ways of looking at this, 
but it means to me that I am to do every
thing as Christ's man. 

I remember that in my last situation 
I used to be sent by my employer (Mr. 
Weston) to receive the customer's in
structions. I went in his name. I was 
called Mr. Weston, spoken to as Mr. 
Weston. I was his man. No wonder, 
seeing that each of us is Christ's man, 
that we are told to give thanks to the 
Father, through H i m . To do otherwise 
would be to show the same restless spirit 
that is in the world. W h a t can dis
honour H im more? 
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V. 18. In spiritual privileges, man, 
woman, child, master and servant are all 
equal. Here we have special earthly re
lationships, and, as we read, we notice 
" i n the L o r d . " This means in any 
direction or from either side. Nothing 
can be done contrary to His will. W e 
notice, and each one is to notice par
ticularly, what belongs to him. W e can
not make others do as here commanded, 
but we can do our own part, and all have 
to do it heartily, i.e., from the soul, and 
do it not as to others, but as to the Lord. 
Doing this, we shall receive from the 
Lord the recompense of the inheritance. 
Very serious is the fact that the reverse 
is also true. If he does wrong he will 
receive for the wrong he has done. 

W e now come to Chapter 4. Here 
the all-important subject of prayer is 
brought before us. Every boy and girl, 
if believers, are sure to be praying boys 
and girls. In fact, a believer cannot 
exist without prayer. I t is bis vital 
breath. W i t h regard to our body, every
one does not know how to breathe pro
perly, and much mischief often follows. 
To know how to pray is equally impor
tant. 
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United prayer has a great value, and 
probably the present weakness of the 
Church is due to its want of power in 
prayer. But here it takes the individual 
side. W e notice in the Scripture before 
us that three things are required :—1st, 
Perseverance. . Notice the two words in 
the expression "Con t inue stedfastly." 
How important is this !' W h a t we miss, 
unless we root out everything that hin
ders this! 2nd, " W a t c h i n g there in ." 
W h a t an important habit! How many 
of our prayers are forgotten. As we 
look back at our past lives, it is easy to 
recall prayers to which it seemed that no 
answer would be given. W e have given 
up hope till, in later years, we have been 
startled by the wonderful way in 
which God has answered them. 
Further, what habit could be bet
ter for us than this, as we ex
pect God to perform His promises? 3rd, 
" In thanksgiving." This is only 
seemly. W h a t is more despicable than 
the spirit which allows us to receive 
favours without emotions of thankful
ness? Nothing cheers more than a 
thankful spirit, both in ourselves and in 
others. The Apostle John says that God 
heareth us if we ask according to His 
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will. Here is one request that we can 
be sure of, and that is for open doors for 
His servants, that they may present the 
t ruth in a suitable manner, with proper 
words. 

V. 5. How important is this verse. 
" Walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without ." I think it would be well if 
we repeated this slowly three times, and 
ponder over these words. W h a t a large 
field this is ! Those " that are without " 
means those who are not Christians. One 
thing is certain, that they watch us very 
attentively, and with many, if they can 
find fault with us, how glad they are. 
The Apostle says that all things are law
ful, but not expedient, and we are to 
avoid the appearance of evil. 

Blessed God and Father , we do pray 
Thee that in word, deed and thought we 
may glorify Thee. 

" Redeeming the t i m e , " or, as the 
margin puts it, " buying up the oppor
tun i ty . " The more difficult the times 
may be, the more reason for us to act. 
I have discovered opportunities pass 
before I have been aware of them, so 
may we have the spirit of alertness given 
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us. If we expect opportunities, it will 
help us to be alert. Now we come to 
Verse 6. The subject is our speech. 
Our speech is to be always with grace. 
This word grace is a wonderful word, 
and therefore hard to describe. W e can 
readily see that it is not angry, sarcastic, 
bitter speech, and of a nature that will 
hurt. I think it must be quiet and 
friendly. Further , it is to be seasoned 
with salt. Salt saves from insipidity 
and it also preserves. I think we could 
read it grace and truth, for we may be 
sure that if we speak always with grace, 
seasoned with t ru th , we are qualified to 
answer anyone. W h a t a variety of 
people there are ! Think of their various 
abilities and temperaments. The Word 
shows us how to qualify our speech so 
that we can answer each. 

How beautiful are Verses 7-9. Paul 
sends a beloved brother and faithful 
minister and fellow servant, to make 
known his estate, which appears to be 
such that it will comfort their hearts to 
hear it. Here is a question for all Chris
tian boys and girls. Can the love of 
God dwell richly in our hearts if we are 
not desirous of knowing and finding our 
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comfort in the well-being of a brother in 
the Lord? The lack of this tends to 
destroy the happy spirit in any assembly. 

V . 10. W h a t a pleasure it is to read 
this about Mark, is it not? W e remem
ber the quarrel between Paul and Barna
bas about Mark. Here we get this com
mendation, and above all, in 2 Tim. 4, 
11, Paid wants him to be a comfort to 
him and profitable to him. W h a t a tes
timony ! I t would be well for us if we 
meditated upon the life of Mark, and 
tried to realise his manner of life which 
produced so great a change. V . 12. 
Now we must look carefully at Epaph-
rus, for he did a mighty work, and one 
that all can do. H e was probably in 
prison, but certainly had access to the 
Throne of Grace. I t is the privilege of 
every believer, even boys and girls, to 
enter right within the veil, and, when 
before the Throne, strive for our fellow 
saints. In a word, Epaphras had much 
labour in prayer for his fellow saints. 
Let us look steadily at this, and ask our
selves how much of this sort of labour 
we do. Further , notice what he prayed 
for. I t is well to note the things we 
pray for, even for others. His was, that 
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they might stand perfect and fully as
sured in all the will of God. I do not 
think this word perfect is the best word 
to use here. Our English word perfect 
leaves nothing further. Here , I think 
the idea is mature, or complete, and to 
be fully assured of the will of God, what 
more can we want? 

Luke is still the beloved physician. 
His occupation is not gone, notwith
standing these men knew what miracles 
were. One quite believes God can heal 
in answer to prayer, but the Apostles, 
in their later years, do not appear to have 
worked miracles. Demas is just men
tioned. Has distrust of Demas begun 
in the Apostle's mind? V. 16. Some 
have thought that there is a lost epistle 
to Laodieea, but it does does not sav 
" t o , " but "from." V. 17. W h a t an 
ending to an epistle ! Not only Archip-
pus, but if each one of us, even boys and 
girls, would take heed to our ministry, 
and we all have a ministry (it does not 
necessarily mean preaching), what dif
ferent assemblies we should have! 

W . H . KNOX. 

Ilford, Essex, Oct., 1928. 
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