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FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER. 
Chapter I. 

Verse 1. " Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the elect who are sojourners 
of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia." 

According to James i. 1. We note 
that James wrote to the Jewish 
Christians. I have noticed that the 
outlook of Christians is coloured by 
the sphere in which they have worked. 
As we read the Acts, though we know 
all are Jews, yet we cannot fail to see 
in them what we do in so many believers 
to-day. This means, I think, that we 
must all be on the alert, as to the sphere 
in which we work personally, so that 
we do not lose the balance of truth. 
The word " apostle " means " sent." 
There is no meaning to this word unless 
it is connected with the purpose for 
which he is sent. The twelve were 
sent to lay the foundation of the Church, 
Christ Jesus being the foundation-stone. 
I notice that there is no article here, 



hence Peter was not The Apostle. Each 
of the twelve had only one Lord and 
Master. 

Peter disclaimed lordship, see I Peter 
v. 3. Paul clearly taught that there is 
but one Lord. John taught in Rev. ii. 
and iii. how serious it is to be a 
Nicolaitane, one of those who split 
asunder the Lord's body, i.e., the Church 
of Jesus Christ. This, I think, we must 
understand to be the Incarnate Christ. 
" To the elect " means those chosen or 
called. This word also must be 
connected with its purpose, else it would 
have no meaning. 

Paul tells us in Romans viii. 29, " For 
whom He foreknew, He also foreordained 
to be conformed to the image of His Son." 
This, as far as we are personally con¬ 
cerned, brings each of us to the very 
highest point of privilege, the real purpose 
being that Christ shall be the first-born 
among many brethren. What a real 
comfort it is to us to know that this will 
surely be ! But, without doubt, this 
brings a present responsibility, though, 
till we see Him face to face, we shall 
never be a perfect likeness because, till 
we lose finally our old nature, this can 
never be in its fulness. 



I have noticed with some of the saints 
whom I know, who walk in the Spirit 
and make the Word of God their constant 
theme for thinking and conversation, 
what a glory it is possible to be for 
Christ. May it ever be the supreme 
object of the writer and each reader to 
magnify Christ down here. This I am 
sure will be a delight to us now, and 
secure to us advantages and profit beyond 
our thought. 

The letter Pliny wrote to the Emperor 
Trajan, concerning his method of dealing 
with Christians, I expect will be found 
in any good Bible Dictionary. I read 
it in Eadies, published in 1881. It is 
concerning the behaviour of the saints 
in Bithynia at the close of the first and 
the beginning of the second century. It 
is a grand testimony to the purity and 
firmness of these early saints, and the 
quality of Peter's work, in these 
provinces. 

Verse 2. " According to the fore¬ 
knowledge of God the Father, in 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ : Grace to you and 
peace be multiplied." 

It is a great comfort to us to read 
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that all our blessings are secured to us 
according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father. It is this same apostle 
Peter who, when giving his Pentecostal 
sermon, assures us that the foundation 
on which all our salvation is built is 
on a crucified Saviour. This also is 
secured by the " determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God " (Acts ii. 23). 

We see then that our salvation is no 
hastily or ill-considered plan, hence we 
can be sure that God would not give up 
His Son unless there was no other way. 
This raises many problems in our minds, 
all of which are fully answered somewhere 
in Scripture. " In sanctification of the 
Spirit." The root meaning of this word 
" sanctification " means " set apart for 
God's use by the Holy Ghost." This 
assures us that whatever poor opinion 
we may have of ourselves, it is His 
work, and not ours. This is clearly 
the beginning of the work. We are 
purchased by the precious blood of 
Christ, and in most purchases, whether 
land, cloth, etc., the amount is measured 
off or weighed. 

" Unto the obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ." 

This obedience of Christ to His Father's 



will is inspiring and charming to us, 
and I expect most that are really His 
are looking forward to the time when 
we shall be able more fully to enter into 
this. It is, however, a great delight to 
us now, to trace the footsteps of our 
beloved Saviour through this scene which 
is so hostile to God, never doing any will 
but the will of Him that sent Him, and 
which led Him on to Golgotha. We 
know that in the purposes of God He was 
the Lamb slain before the foundation 
of the world, and in due time this mighty 
work was done, never to be repeated. 
Hebrews ix. 

" And unto the sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ." This need for the 
blood begins at Genesis iii. and goes 
through the Scripture till the end of 
Revelation. Dear reader, if not familiar 
with Exodus xxiv., please read it. There 
we read of Moses sprinkling the blood 
upon the altar, book and people. I 
think book is implied in verse 7. We 
can with confidence read it so, because in 
Hebrews ix., verse 19, it is definitely 
mentioned. 

" Grace and peace be multiplied." 
The word used here means by the fullest 
possible number. I think the apostle 
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meant us to see that however full or 
deep we may possess these blessings, 
there are yet more to be had. 

Verse 3. " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy begat us 
again unto a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead." 

" Blessed." This word is eulogetos, 
not makarios. This latter is a much less 
emphatic word, and may at times be 
translated " happy." 

It only needs meditation as to the 
extent of our own personal knowledge 
of our indebtedness to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to fill 
our hearts full in using the word 
" blessed." I am not afraid of repeating 
myself, as I am truly just an ordinary 
man, without anything but a most 
elementary education, apart from what 
God has given me through reading His 
Word. In going through the Gospel of 
John, I sought to make it clear that where 
it is the incarnate Christ, His Father is 
God, to put it in a convenient way. All 
the fulness is said to have dwelt in Him. 
This fulness takes in all that we under-



stand by the word Trinity. This 
statement is given by Paul (Col. i. 19). 
You will note " the Father" is in 
italics—oti en auto, because in Him, 
eudokesen, it pleased, pan to pleroma, 
all the fulness, katoikesai, to dwell. " All 
the fulness " means all we understand 
by the Trinity, and Christ is the only 
begotten Son of God. I have heard it 
said that Christ as a man was created. I 
have never read this in Scripture. The 
Scripture says He was begotten. This 
is not creation. I begat a daughter, but 
I certainly did not, nor could not, have 
created a daughter. Read, say the first 
chapter of Matthew. A child is the 
equal of his father. Hence to me it 
makes it intelligible when the Holy 
Ghost by Zechariah says, " Awake, O 
sword, against my shepherd, and against 
the man that is my fellow, saith the 
Lord of Hosts " (Zech. xiii. 7). 

It gave one quite a thrill here, because 
the apostle Peter gives me the same 
teaching as Paul and John, on this point. 
" Who according to His great mercy 
begat us again unto a living hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead." 

We must stop here and ponder, as 
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there is much comfort and strength to 
be found in understanding this. 

To begin with, the resurrection of 
Christ to us is a well-established fact. 
There are other methods known to 
many whereby they seek to convince 
others of this glorious fact. For the 
believer, I believe that that which I am 
about to say is more than sufficient to 
satisfy us. We think that the first 
Christians—I trust it may still be true— 
would rather be killed and even tortured, 
than testify to a lie. 

Then, to be an apostle, they had to be 
a witness to this fact. Allow me to 
remind you that we can only be a witness 
if our experience makes us an eye-witness 
to the fact. If we were in a Court, 
our testimony would not be accepted if 
we said that we had read all about it 
and gave the subject much consideration. 

The apostle Paul, when writing on this 
subject, mentions many who had seen 
Him, and says about five hundred saw 
Him at one time, most of whom are alive 
at this day, i.e., the day that he wrote. 

To-day our position is that when we 
are born from above we accept by faith 
the statements of those of whom I have 
been writing, i.e., the facts to which 
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they testified. Praise God, it does not 
rest there. For the space of sixty-one 
years, I have more or less closely been 
walking through this scene, conscious 
of His presence, consulting Him on 
matters great and small, and personally 
I am well satisfied. 

When this hope was given to us by 
means of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
it has meant that I now stand on 
resurrection ground. The older I grow, 
the more wonderful this new environment 
becomes to me. I will just mention a 
few facts in order to make my meaning 
clear. To begin with, I found that 
though I could have personal access 
to God at any time or place, I soon found 
that I had no place of worship down 
here. Christ is now seated on the 
Father's throne, and, led by the Holy 
Ghost, I enter within the veil and have 
personal contact with my blessed God 
and Saviour. This of necessity shuts 
out all earthly praise of any kind, and 
means that I have become one of a 
kingdom of priests, who surround His 
throne with sacrifices of praise. The 
one great sacrifice on Calvary made 
all sacrifices for sin unnecessary, and 
it is only " as holy brethren, as partakers 
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of a heavenly calling," that we consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, that we can be said to enter 
into this living hope. 

Verse 4. " Unto an inheritance in¬ 
corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you." 

This is a point in our Christian lives 
that it is very desirable for us to under¬ 
stand fully, for we are in a world that is 
just the reverse of what is stated here. 
These three descriptions are all negatives. 
We remember that John and Paul are 
just the same. I have thought it would 
be impossible to describe heaven in 
positive terms with our nature; we 
should be tired of it before we got there. 
We are in a very true sense saved by 
hope. We are told that Moses endured 
by seeing Him who is invisible. Caleb 
could take the journey because he could 
carry Canaan in his heart, and so we 
could go on. Our blessed Lord, when He 
saw His loved ones overwhelmed with 
sorrow, said, " Let not your hearts be 
troubled ; I go to prepare a place for 
you, for in my Father's house are many 
mansions," i.e., abiding places, i.e., where 
you can remain. Peter could see that 
these three things, to be heaven for us, 
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must be different from this earthly 
Canaan. Even the Millennium is 
restricted to a thousand years. At the 
end of that time, Satan is to be loosed 
for a little time, to show that, till they 
were right and like Christ, God can do 
nothing with us for a permanent state. 

What cheers us is what evidently 
cheered Peter, and that is, that all God's 
promises are sure, and that though we 
cannot really enter fully into these 
things, the Promiser has reserved them 
in heaven for us till we can. 

Verse 5. " Who by the power of 
God are guarded through faith unto a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time." 

This statement is a real comfort to 
believers, for this salvation means our 
complete salvation. This means, as we 
are told in Romans viii. 19, that " the 
earnest expectation of the creation wait-
eth for the revealing of the sons of God." 
The reason, or why ? of their waiting is 
told us in Romans viii. Here, I think, 
Peter's point is that this is part of the 
finished work of Christ, because it " is 
ready to be revealed." Nothing further 
is to be done. It is equally sure that 
we shall attain to it, because, as far as 
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we are concerned, it is in the passive 
voice, hence we can enjoy this now by 
means of faith. The active side of this 
is that it will be made good to us. By 
the power of God we are guarded to 
attain to it. The word for " guarded " 
is a military term. 

Verse 6. " Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need be, 
ye have been put to grief in manifold 
temptations" (or "trials"). The 
apostle Peter takes for granted that we 
give ourselves up to meditating upon 
our salvation. Here it is future, and 
the result is we " greatly rejoice," not¬ 
withstanding the trials with their grief. 
It will be well for each one of us, in the 
presence of God, to settle the matter 
seriously. Do we greatly rejoice ? If 
not, we, to use Paul's term, are carnal. 
It means that what God has planned 
for us has but little attraction for us. 
We are not rejoicing Christians because 
our carnality takes away our appetite 
for God's provision for the present, 
hence there is a need for the trials God 
allows to come into our lives. Here Peter 
tells us why God allows trials. 

Verse 7. " That the proof of your 
faith, being more precious than gold that 
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perisheth though it is proved by fire, 
might be found unto praise and glory 
and honour at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ." 

In order that our faith may be proved, 
there are several advantages that will 
be ours, if our faith stands the strain of 
the trials. One certainly realises what a 
testimony it is to others who may also 
be suffering trials, to see how we cheer¬ 
fully bear what we have to pass through. 
They will soon discover what sustains 
us, and so it will be to our praise, glory 
and honour at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. What an inspiration to tried 
saints are the words of the apostle Paul ! 
He speaks of the revealing of the sons 
of God (Romans viii. 19), whereas the 
apostle Peter speaks of the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. When we read carefully 
these Scriptures and others that deal 
with the same subject, we think of the 
Queen of Sheba having no more spirit 
in her when she saw the glory and heard 
the wisdom of Solomon. That was 
nothing to what we shall see. All 
creation is said to be earnestly waiting 
for this event, i.e., the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

Verse 8. " Whom not having seen 
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ye love ; on whom, though now ye see 
Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

The apostle has seen the Beloved. 
He, for three years, had the privilege. 
We, to whom he is writing, are like Moses 
who by faith forsook Egypt, " for he 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible." 

This question of faith and sight is one 
that we must clearly understand. The 
only way I know to get understanding 
is to keep in our minds these Scriptures, 
and leave it to the Holy Ghost to give 
us a correct balance of truth. We must 
keep in our minds that faith is not sight. 
Without faith it is impossible to please 
God. We also remember that the Lord 
said to Thomas, " Because thou hast 
seen Me, thou hast believed" (M). 
" Blessed are they that have not seen 
and yet have believed." 

Yet we know that faith is to be 
swallowed up of sight. I have looked 
forward, as well as I am able, to the 
future, and think that the grandest 
time I can ever have is when I see His 
face. 

My own personal view at present is 
that sight is the better if we see properly, 
which the disciples did not, when they 
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were His followers. Neither can we, 
whilst down here. It is this that makes 
us say, " Without faith it is impossible 
to please God." " Now we see in a 
mirror darkly, but then face to face." 
Why the disciples, whilst with Christ, 
did not understand Him, nor we now, 
is because of our old nature, which is yet 
with us, but, when we are caught up, 
the old nature will not be with us, so 
that our vision will be perfect. 

Verse 9. " Receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls." 
This is the finished salvation, as we have 
often said salvation began when we 
accepted Christ. It has been going on 
daily and will be finished when we see 
Him, for then we shall be like Him. 

Verse 10. " Concerning which sal¬ 
vation, the prophets sought and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you : 

Verse 11. " Searching what time or 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did point unto, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of 
(M. unto) Christ and the glories that 
should follow them." 

This is a verse that demands care as we 
interpret it, for there are some three or 
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four ways in which it may be read. I 
will just tell you how I read it, but be 
careful what you accept. 

This same writer says in II Peter i. 21, 
" For no prophecy ever came (M. 
brought) by the will of man ; but men 
spake from God, being moved by the 
Holy Ghost." 

The word for " came" is phero, 
which is as the margin. The form of the 
word is enexthe, or passive, which clearly 
shows to me that there is no process, 
and the passive clearly shows that it is 
not of the will of man. All I can see 
here is that the prophecy was to the 
prophet what it is to us. He receives 
his message, much of which he would 
understand because he had been born 
from above. The rest must be under¬ 
stood by relying on the Holy Ghost, 
but we have to ponder over it and search 
for the meaning. I know that otherwise 
I could not understand even the little 
I do now. I like two hours in the 
morning, for searching and meditation. 
I fully believe, as in the text, that it 
speaks of Christ and His sufferings. 
In the margin of verse 11, it has " unto." 
This is clearly the meaning of the 
preposition " eis." This to me just 
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shows us our position as shown in verse 
7 of this chapter. 

Verse 12. " To whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto you, 
did they minister these things, which 
now have been announced unto you 
through them that preached the Gospel 
unto you by the Holy Ghost sent forth 
from heaven ; which things angels desire 
to look into." 

We have been told that these things 
were given to the prophets by the Holy 
Ghost. These prophets searched dili¬ 
gently as to the time or manner of time, 
in order that they might get to know the 
salvation of God more perfectly. In 
this verse it was revealed that, not to 
themselves, bi|t to the saints generally, 
they ministered these things, so they 
were meant to understand that the 
message given to them was for all the 
saints. This message was given by the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 
The Holy Ghost dwells within us in 
order that we may be taught by Him, 
and pass on the lesson to the saints with 
whom we have to do. Dear reader, all 
these things that God has given us to 
enjoy are not for ourselves only, but for 
us to pass on to others. We should be 
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encouraged to do this by the importance 
of the subject. We know fairly well 
what men of science, philosophers, 
politicians, merchants, love to study. 
Here we are told what angels desire to 
look into. The word used for " desire " 
means an ardent one. 

Paul tells us, " To the intent that 
now unto the principalities and the 
powers in the heavenly places might be 
made known through the Church the 
manifold wisdom of God " (Eph. hi. 10). 
We have no doubt that the studies of 
the natural man are most useful in their 
sphere, as many tend to increase the 
comforts and conveniences of life, which 
are generally appreciated, but which, 
in comparison with our salvation, are 
insignificant. 

I have found it very helpful to myself, 
in trying to understand the problems of 
the spiritual powers in the heavenly 
places, as they come in contact with 
creatures who were helpless and without 
strength, and who are now manifesting 
a wonderful knowledge of God that they 
never knew, to realise that though they 
revel in the knowledge of the power, 
holiness and benevolence of God, yet 
these were at one time lost and undone 
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creatures, and only now appear to be 
possessing a knowledge of God which is 
conforming them to the likeness of the 
highest. 

After pondering over, from time to 
time, the redemption story, I find it 
gives us a knowledge of God far superior 
to that of creation, great and important 
as we know that to be. 

We see that God wants us to know Him 
fully, so uses us as instruments in 
imparting this knowledge to the rest of 
creation. 

As I read the various allusions'to the 
subject, I am assured that the angelic 
beings are progressing: in this knowledge. 

These thoughts open my understanding 
as to the vast scope of the Gospel, because 
it can enlighten and enlarge the views of 
every creature. The value and excellency 
of the Gospel is so wonderful that it 
demands our closest attention. Hence 
we get verse 13. 

Verse 13. " Wherefore girding up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and. set 
your hope perfectly on the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ." 

If we read Luke xii. 34-36 where the 
Lord is giving His disciples instructions 
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on this very point, we see by verse 34 
that the Lord tells us, " For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also." 
If our heart is right, our loins will be 
girded. A little careful reading, and it 
will be seen that the mind is on the alert 
also. However, here Peter brings before 
us that we are to gird up the loins of our 
mind. I think we shall find that love, 
i.e., the heart, is the motive power that 
moves the mind. 

I remember many years ago when in 
Devonshire hearing of a conference about 
35 miles away. Our party went to it, 
and a brother in a very pious manner 
warned us against head knowledge. I 
was very familiar with this sort of talk. 
However, a foreign missionary stood up 
and offered to give us a few Scriptures 
about the mind. We must never attempt 
to separate heart and mind. If we are 
to be sober, and set our hopes perfectly 
on the grace that is brought unto us at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, we must 
love this grace, and then we can be sure 
the mind will be on the alert also. 
• -Verse 14. "As children of obedience, 
not fashioning yourselves according to 
your former lusts in the time of your 
ignorance." 
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The word for lust is used in two ways. 
As the lusts mentioned here were the 
desires they had because of their 
ignorance, Luke in Acts xvii. 30 tells 
us that God overlooks such, yet he also 
adds that God has appointed a day when 
it will be judged. For all desire may 
not be through ignorance. 

Verse 15. " But like as He which 
called you is holy, be ye yourselves also 
holy, in all manner of living." 

Peter probably had what Luke said in 
his mind, for he is bringing before us the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, but we cannot 
plead ignorance for any irregular desire, 
because Christ who called us is holy, 
and, as we are to be His witnesses, we 
must be like Him. 

Verse 16. " Because it is written, 
Ye shall be holy, for I am holy." 

If we turn back to Leviticus xi., we 
note that the chapter up to verse 43 
is so worded that it is clearly stated 
that our lives in every detail, in what¬ 
soever we may eat, wear, etc., are to be 
clean. The apostle sums this up in verse 
15. We are to be clean and fit for 
the Master's use, which as far as we are 
concerned is expressed in verse 44. 

We see in verse 45 where this verse 
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16 is first stated. We are reminded 
of this precious promise, giving us the 
verse wherein it is written, " Ye shall 
be holy." What an inspiring comfort 
it is that, never mind the pit from which 
we were digged, or the failure that has 
been manifest in our lives, there will be a 
time, so the promise reads, when we shall 
be actually wholly " like Him," for 
we shall see Him as He is. 

We can be sure that we shall in the 
resurrection have none of our old nature 
then. Nor can I see how we can fully 
enter into this blessed state till this takes 
place. 

I feel certain that in these two verses 
there is an implied argument here to the 
effect that, as in our permanent condition 
we shall be holy, we should therefore 
become so now. God has graciously 
revealed the method which makes this 
possible as near as can be. We are 
definitely told that likeness comes 
through vision. 

The apostle Paul in II Cor. hi. 17, 18, 
says, " Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. But we all with unveiled face, 
reflecting as a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are transformed into the same 
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image from glory to glory, even as from 
the Lord the Spirit." The A.V. has 
" beholding as in a mirror." The reason 
for this is that the word used is in the 
middle voice, so that it helps me to read 
it " beholding and reflecting." This is 
done by meditation and prayer. 

The apostle Paul brings before us 
what helps us. " Be ye yourselves holy 
in all manner of living." 

We can be sure that this is a valuable 
help to us. As we read whajt the apostle 
James tells us, we see how important 
it is to give a practical expression to 
the truths in which we believe. This is 
supported by the apostle Peter in 

Verse 17. " And if ye call on Him as 
Father, who without respect of persons 
judgeth according to each man's work, 
pass the time of your sojourning in 
fear." 

If we speak to God and call on Him 
as Father, this should remind us that 
He is the Father of all believers, and all 
His children are equally dear to Him. 
He cannot respect one more than 
another, for they are all equally His. 
The apostle James (chapter ii.) shows 
us what God means here by judging 
according to each man's work. If God 
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is our Father, it is evident that to each 
other we are brothers and sisters, with 
all that the term implies. 

Verse 18. " Knowing that ye were 
redeemed not with corruptible things, 
with silver or gold, from your vain manner 
of life handed down from your fathers." 

This, to me, clearly reminds us that 
we are equally helpless and without 
strength, that we are all saved by God in 
sovereign grace, and certainly not with 
corruptible things, as silver or gold. 
It is no use going into the Assembly 
with a gold ring or fine clothing ; it is 
equally bad for the others to find the best 
place for them, as these come down from 
their fathers. 

Verse 19. " But with precious blood, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot, even the blood of Christ." 

When we speak of the precious blood 
of Christ being known as the Atonement, 
we must be careful as to what we actually 
mean. My first warning would be to be 
careful of schoolmen, for they have 
frequently learnt to juggle with words, 
and, like the conjuror, can so easily do, 
they lead us completely astray. There 
have been volumes written on this 
subject, and between them they present 

24 



to us clearly, by their laying down some 
certain text and then going on from 
text to text to build their theories up, 
so that it is clear that what they have 
been teaching is well established. Later, 
one reads another version, and then comes 
confusion, the reason being that we have 
been listening to men. Whatever the 
subject may be, I get to know in the 
presence of God what is the actual fact, 
and when we come to the conclusion we 
must see that it must be in accordance 
with fact. 

I will give one illustration, by asking 
a question. Was the atonement a 
metaphor, or an equivalent ? Some will 
take a Scripture and show it to be a 
metaphor. As long as you will be care¬ 
ful, I will tell you how I answer this to 
my own satisfaction. As long as you 
are using Old Testament sacrifices, or 
its ritual, I can see that generally it 
must be a metaphor, but when we are 
speaking of Golgotha (later Calvary) 
it must be an equivalent, because unless 
the price is equivalent to the goods 
purchased, it is not a just payment, and 
at the Cross it is a question of satisfying 
God's just demands. 

Again, we must get clear notions as to 
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what we mean by the blood of Christ, 
the death of Christ, the Cross of Christ. 
I understand these to mean three aspects 
or views of Calvary. 

Verse 20. " Who was foreknown 
indeed before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifested at the end of 
the times for your sake." 

How important to see these great 
truths clearly ! However, do not forget 
that though spoon-feeding has its use, 
satisfaction cannot really be got without 
our own effort and relying on the Holy 
Ghost. Peter tells us here that the great 
purpose of God, i.e., to provide an 
equivalent for man's sin has been known 
before the foundation of the world, 
though not manifest till Christ died. 
Peter told us in his Pentecostal sermon 
that even the historical details were all 
foreseen. " Him, being delivered up by 
knowledge of God . . . " (Acts ii. 23). 
Paul tells us that all these things are 
" according to the eternal purpose, which 
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord " 
(Eph. iii. 11). This would include the 
fall of Satan, the fall of man, etc. 

I have said elsewhere that my own 
personal view is that till everything is 
shaken, so that God, if I may so speak, 
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settles down to an eternity wherein no 
misgivings can possibly arise in the heart 
and mind of any creature, it is all brought 
about, I think, by the fact that God will 
not be satisfied with automatons to 
worship Him. 

Though God has manifested and will 
manifest to us many things that, so to 
speak, beggar minds, I cannot help 
feeling that these will be as next to 
nothing in comparison with the things 
God will be able to show us when His 
present purposes are accomplished. 

Verse 21. " Who through Him are 
believers in God, which raised Him 
from the dead, and gave Him glory ; 
so that your faith and hope may be in 
God." 

This word " who " follows on from 
the previous verse, " for your sake." 
I understand this to mean that having 
accepted Christ, i.e., the Man Christ 
Jesus, as the Lamb of God, we have 
become believers in God, and God has 
given to us a risen Christ, because God 
had raised Him from the dead, Peter 
being one of the many eye-witnesses, 
not only of a risen Christ, but also of an 
ascended and glorified Christ. 
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" So that your faith (i.e., our faith) 
and hope might be in God." 

What a wonderful result this is to us ! 
I remember that when Paul was ship¬ 
wrecked he told them on board the 
message that the angel gave him so 
that he could say, " Wherefore, sirs, 
be of good cheer, for I believe God." 
It is only a believer that can be of good 
cheer. There is no one else that can 
really cheer us. 

Verse 22. " Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the truth 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
love one another from the heart 
fervently." 

I have in other books pointed out that 
the word " agnos," i.e., pure, can only 
be used of the Lord Jesus. To be pure 
there must be no alloy—pure gold, etc. 
I have never seen the man that is without 
alloy. When we purify ourselves, it is 
relative. Till we see the Lord as He is, 
we cannot hope to be exactly like Him, 
not till we lose our old nature, which we 
do at death. Paul, in Romans vii., 
certainly makes this clear. Now it is 
clear that purification, i.e., this relative 
thing, is the business of our lives. It is 
to be obtained, as Paul taught us, by 
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vision. As we look into the glass and 
see a vision of Christ, we grow into His 
likeness. II Cor. iii. 18. In I John 
iii. 3, we read that if we are hoping and 
looking for that blessed hope, i.e., the 
coming of the Lord, we are said to purify 
ourselves, and as verse 2 tells us, we 
shall be like Him. Here, in Peter, we 
are told that we purify ourselves if we 
really love (unfeigned) the brethren. 
James tells us to purify our hearts, i.e., to 
be single, not double-minded. James 
iv. 8. Hence the exhortation, " to love 
one another from the heart fervently." 
We know we have passed out of death 
into life because we love the brethren. 

How important it is to be sure that we 
love the brethren! Since I accepted 
Christ, I have made no other friends. I 
soon found that I had nothing in common 
with those who were not of the brethren. 
I have not found them perfect, neither 
have they found me to be so, but I 
could bear no other as friends, though I 
do try to be friendly to all men. 

The margin has " from a clean heart." 
I turned up the Greek text (A.V.) and 
found the word " katharos," which 
means to me that, if our hearts have been 
cleansed by the precious blood of Christ, 
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we are to love the brethren fervently. 
Only those that have been so cleansed 
could possibly be brethren. The reason 
is given in the next verse. 

Verse 23. " Having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, through the word of God 
which liveth and abideth." 

Having been begotten again is the very 
foundation of the Christian faith, or 
position. Our own experience confirms 
it. The Lord clearly taught it, in John 
iii. 3, " Ye must be born from above." 
Unless a man is clear and positive on 
this, it is a waste of time to listen to 
him. 

This is brought about by the sowing 
of the incorruptible seed which is the 
word of the living God, which abideth 
for ever (A.V.). Here is a question for 
one who professes to be saved : " Has 
he ever been saved if he becomes an 
apostate ? " We can hardly say the 
word of God liveth and abideth. I have 
felt for some time that it is very 
important to be quite clear that our lives 
are producing the fruit that God looks 
for. 

Verse 24. " For, all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory thereof as the flower 
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of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower falleth: 

Verse 25. " But the word of the Lord 
abideth for ever. And this is the word 
of good tidings which was preached unto 
you." 

In these two verses there is indeed 
a sharp division, but a true one. " All 
flesh is grass." This I understand to 
mean the natural man. His name or 
label has come down, but nothing else 
is reliable. Partial people have to a 
large extent made history unreliable. 
But those that are born from above are 
never separated, for we retain the words 
and the features of our loved ones, and 
death separates us for a brief time. 

The word used twice in this verse is 
" rema," which means the spoken word. 
It is equivalent to the Old Testament 
expression, " Thus saith the Lord." 
We can accept nothing else. When this 
spoken word is written it has the same 
authority. 

Chapter II. 
Verse 1. " Putting away therefore 

all wickedness, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings." 
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I said in verse 23 of the previous 
chapter, that it is very important that 
our lives should be producing the fruit 
that God looks for. Here we are told 
that we should have nothing to do with 
those wicked traits of character which 
we get here, and the apostle goes on to 
show what it may mean to us. The 
apostle Paul speaks very strongly in 
Ephesians iv. 22, 25, 31, especially so, 
concerning our conduct to others. A 
Christian, if walking carnally, can do 
much mischief. I have sometimes 
wondered if they are only professors and 
not possessors. If so, it will be a terrible 
day for them when the Lord judges 
them. 

Verse 2. "As new-born babes, long 
for the spiritual (M. reasonable) milk 
which is without guile, that you may 
grow thereby unto salvation." 

Just as a new-born babe longs for its 
mother's milk. This becomes a figure 
to us that we should long that our conduct 
should be reasonable and without guile, 
" that ye may grow thereby unto 
salvation." This is a strong expression, 
for the inference is that unless we do 
manifest in our lives these graces, our 
salvation is defective. We see clearly, 
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therefore, that our very first food, i.e., 
the milk of the Word, should remove 
in our characters any trace of guile. 

Verse 3. " If ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious." 

The root-meaning of the word used 
for " gracious " is useful. It is trans¬ 
lated in I Cor. xiii. 4 " is kind." How 
true ! This has been our experience, 
how kind the Saviour has ever been to 
us ! What life can be better for a 
Christian amongst men than a kind one? 

Verse 4. " Unto whom coming, a 
living stone, rejected indeed of men, but 
with God elect, precious. 

Verse 5. "Ye also as living stones 
are built up a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ." 

Having tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, we come to Him, a living stone 
(lithos), i.e., a stone that is polished 
and worked up for its purpose. We 
know that the Lord sees in Christ His 
heart's desire ; we being in Christ are 
chosen in Him. Peter was Petros, just 
a stone in its natural state. Petra is 
feminine, hence solid rock, as all stones 
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(Petros) have come from the solid rock. 
Christ was rejected by the builders : 
the explanation given of this is that, when 
they were building the Temple, as there 
was to be silence in the building, all the 
stones had to be prepared and brought 
to the place and fitted in. They came 
to one stone that they could not fit in, 
but it proved to be the head of the 
corner, the most exalted of all the stones 
—" rejected indeed of men." Unless 
born from above, men still reject Him. 
They cannot put Him in anywhere. 
The hatred to the Christ of God is 
simply awful. They cannot fit Him 
anywhere, but we delight to see that 
He is God's chosen One—(elect) precious. 

" Ye also as living stones." We begin 
by having eternal life given us, are built 
up a spiritual house. The first Temple 
was a material one, and the Romans 
destroyed it. However, Kings, Popes, 
Dictators, Modernists, etc., all seek to 
destroy us, but we know that Christ 
will be yet manifested as the head¬ 
stone of the corner. The margin of 
R.V. suggests that God's intention was 
that the first temple should have been a 
suitable house for a holy priesthood. 
Alas ! we who know the history know 
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it was done with reluctance, if I may 
put it so. We see, therefore, that the 
glory could not stay there, because of 
Israel's behaviour. 

"To be a holy priesthood." When 
we read the history of the Christian 
Church as known on the earth, we read 
its failure to be every bit as bad as the 
Jewish. I once met a school-teacher 
and thought she was a head teacher. 
She, knowing I was connected with the 
Chapel, which was directly opposite the 
school, went on denouncing religion. 
It had filled the world with blood, 
tyranny, etc., she said. She appeared 
astonished when I admitted she was 
right, for whether it is the Christian or 
any other religion, it has had a bad 
career. I said to her that in the New 
Testament I had only found the word 
used three times, and only once that I 
could heartily commend, James i. 27. 
There he said what pure religion is; 
it is our behaviour. We have in the 
world known as Christian, magnificent 
buildings of cathedrals, colleges, etc. 
Being with Christians known as open 
brethren, I naturally have no sort of 
use for them. Our place of worship is 
within the veil, where Christ is seated, 
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I am sure that no mere professor can 
obtain an entrance there. ; 

What a pleasure the expression " built 
up " gives to us, in this fifth verse, 
because we know the builder to be the 
Holy Ghost, the real and only Vicar of 
Christ! John xiv. 26. We are prepared 
by Him, and, when the living stone is 
prepared, we are built up into the edifice. 
I soon discovered that the two important 
meetings are when we meet on the first 
day of the week for the purpose that we 
may " remember Him," which leads 
us out in worship, love and praise— 
and when we meet on a week-night 
evening and read the Scripture, and talk 
about it. All other activities have a 
value if got from the Word, but these 
two are the priceless ones. I have read 
that " the common people heard Him 
gladly." I think this must be still 
true, for I can truthfully say that there 
are none I like to hear and talk with so 
much as the ordinary every-day brother 
or sister in Christ. Blessed God and 
Saviour, we do thank Thee that we are 
here told that our worship must be a 
spiritual one that is acceptable to Thee. 
Grant that we may have this assurance 
in our hearts, and that we may ever be 
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careful to see that it is all done in such 
a way that it is all of Christ. Amen. 

Verse 6. " Because it is contained 
in Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a 
chief corner-stone, elect, precious ; and 
he that believeth on Him shall not be 
put to shame." 

I have heard various opinions as to 
the meaning we should give to the word 
" lay." Let me remind the young 
brother that a man, or a bricklayer, lays 
the bottom or top bricks and stone. A 
foundation stone is underneath, and has 
to support the whole of the structure. 
A corner makes a wall strong. Even a 
top corner-stone binds the work, and 
is the most exalted of the building. 
Keeping these few facts in mind, and 
these meanings, I find no difficulty in 
the Scripture, and as far as I can see 
I lose nothing, as I fully believe Christ to 
be the foundation stone, every corner 
that strengthens, and the head-stone 
of the corner which both binds and 
adorns ; in fact, " Christ is all." 

Here, in the building of this Church, 
God claims to be the mason. He begins 
by choosing Christ to be the chief 
corner-stone, I think the reason is that 
He intends that in the Church Christ 
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should always be visible, and the only 
adornment, chosen by God and precious 
to Him. 

Paul uses the same as this in Romans 
ix. 33. Some might say one quoted 
from the other, but I am rather inclined 
to think that, as co-workers, there would 
be at times similar expressions. They 
both got it from the Scripture : 

" He that believeth on Him shall not 
be put to shame." The margin says 
" it." The fact is " en auto " is in the 
dative case, and is used for masculine, 
feminine or neuter, so that if applied 
to the invisible Church, the feminine, 
the Bride of Christ, is the word used 
as the feminine here. Yet it has in the 
English "it ." If we are dealing with 
the invisible Church, the Bride of Christ, 
there will be no more professors there. 
This Church will be presented, " not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish." The previous verse 
tells us that this is brought about by the 
cleansing of the Word. 

This use of "i t ," I think, must be 
principally by ecclesiastics of the visible 
Church. As a rule my experience is 
that they do not cleanse by the Word ; 
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they seek to use the authority of the 
Church meaning themselves. These, and 
in some measure any group of persons, 
wishing to be known as a Christian 
Church, are not without spot or wrinkle, 
etc. 

However, of this we can be sure, that 
everyone that is united to Christ by the 
Holy Ghost, which is the true Church, 
will be without spot or blemish when 
Christ presents the Bride to Himself. 

Verse 7. " For you therefore which 
believe is the preciousness, but for such 
as disbelieve, the stone which the builders 
rejected, the same was made the head of 
the corner." 

The word used for " preciousness" 
is n time. In the margin it says, " or 
honour." Some use it preciousness, 
others honour, and certainly both mean¬ 
ings are true, as the use of the word 
shows us. But here, I have to take it 
both ways. My own experience is, and 
I trust it is yours, dear reader, that there 
is to our hearts none so precious as 
Christ. So precious is He to us that we 
believe anything He tells us, and this is 
the basis on which God honours us. 
Alas ! all do not believe. There is great 
hatred or contempt in some hearts for 
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Christ. What dismay will fill their heart, 
when they see that God accords to Him 
a place of the highest honour ? 

Verse 8. " And a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offence ; for they stumble 
at the Word, being disobedient; where-
unto also they were appointed." 

The Holy Ghost here reminds us of 
what Isaiah says in viii. 14. This is 
very solemn to those that are disobedient 
to the Word. The Christ of God whom 
God sent to be our Saviour, actually 
becomes a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offence. The source of it all is 
disobedience to the Word. By this I 
understand that they see that to obey 
the Word, they would have to give up 
in some way or other things that they 
have no intention of doing. With a 
little reflection this makes matters worse, 
because our sin also takes on a positive 
rejection of Christ. 

" Whereunto they were appointed." 
The word used here certainly carries 
the thought of appointment, but being 
in the Aorist passive means to me that 
God knows the men that will not obey 
the Word, so that He appoints their 
destiny, which in no sense can be said to 
be salvation. 
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Verse 9.; " But ye are an elect race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God's own possession, that 
ye may show forth the excellencies of 
Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light." 

We recall the fact that the ungodly are 
appointed unto judgement. David tells 
us that " The judgements of the Lord are 
true and righteous altogether " (Psalm 
xix. 9). When we are told that we shall 
see the seals broken and hear the 
trumpets sound and the vials poured 
forth, the outstanding impression upon 
all God's creatures is of the holiness of 
God's character. And our song with 
each judgement will be, " Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty." 

With this verse, we have a different 
picture altogether. We are an elect 
race ! What an unbelievable thing it 
does seem ! We know that we have 
been taken out of the pit and the miry 
clay, and the redeemed remember that 
of all the creatures that God has created, 
Christ is the choice, and that as we are 
in Christ, we are chosen in Him. This 
makes it believable, especially when we 
know that it is God's intention to 
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conform us in the image of Christ. " A 
royal priesthood, a holy nation." 

In Exodus xix. 5, 6, God said, " If 
ye will obey My voice indeed." We are 
so glad to know that God's purposes are 
never thwarted. He makes His promises, 
under conditions. When these are 
broken, He brings forth something better. 

We are safe in our position because 
Christ has fulfilled all the conditions. 
We worship within the veil, where Christ 
is seated as King and Priest. God sees 
us there in the merit of Christ. He 
sees that in Him we are a holy nation, 
and makes us " a people for His own 
possession." What a sense of comfort 
and safety it gives to us to know that 
God appointed that in the eternal times, 
we are His ! 

This in its results gives to each of 
us for the present time a very great 
privilege combined with a sense of 
responsibility. " That ye may show 
forth the excellencies of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light." 

We have been reminded in this verse 
that " we are an elect race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God's own possession." 
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We for a moment think of the high 
honour the King, the Nation, the 
Universities bestow upon men. Alas ! 
how many, in the long run, they simply 
degrade. At their best, they are not 
worthy to be compared with the great 
position in which God has placed every 
believer. We may, dear reader, be 
among the first to recognise this 
wonderful honour that God has accorded 
to us. We must, however, be alive to 
our responsibility in this matter. To 
be alive, we must now constantly con¬ 
sider the purpose God has in placing us 
in such a high position. The first point 
is, " That we may show forth the 
excellencies of Hina who called you out 
of darkness into His marvellous light." 

So, dear reader, our business at present, 
whilst down here, is to see that we show 
forth the excellencies of Christ. We 
cannot possibly do this to any acceptable 
extent unless we are fully occupied 
with these excellencies ourselves. Fortun¬ 
ately for us, we have our Bibles. We 
find that the whole of the Bible is full of 
Christ, however the world may think 
the Book is full of fables, folk-lore, etc. 
I will just remind you of one or two 
suggestions that come to me as I write. 
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When John the Baptist was with two 
of his disciples (John i. 36), " And he 
looked upon Jesus as He walked, and 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God." See 
my notes on this. He did not say this 
to the disciples, for, as I said in my notes, 
there would have been no sense in saying, 
•" And the two disciples heard him speak," 
if John had been speaking to them, so 
John undoubtedly was speaking to him¬ 
self. Dear reader, we must look after 
our own soul nourishment first. This 
gained Christ His first two disciples. 
He looked at Jesus as He walked. 
Blessed and most delightful occupation ! 
Really we could by reading the Bible 
make a small book on this point. Christ's 
walk down here was for one purpose, to 
show us the Father. The apostle Paul 
says in II Cor. iii. 18, " But we all with 
unveiled face, reflecting as a mirror, the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory even 
as from the Lord the Spirit." 

In a word, we must have a constant 
and deep personal experience of Christ. 
A friend of mine, now with the Lord, 
whilst speaking at our place, South Park 
Chapel, when there were miles of fields 
there, said that just across the fields 
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there he saw a labourer working on the 
field. He went up to him and said, 
" Do you know anything about Jesus 
Christ ? " His reply was, " Ah, Guvnor, 
Him and me are very thick." 

Further, we must remember that He 
called us " out of darkness," and 
whether we look within, or look without, 
as we go on with Christ, how increasingly 
black is the darkness from which we have 
been called. 

" Into His marvellous light." David 
tells us in Psalm xxxvi. 9, " In Thy light 
shall we see light." How true this is ! 
It ever increases in brilliancy. As a 
matter of fact, the Holy Ghost led David 
out in Psalm xxxvi., as He led Peter in 
this chapter. Compare them diligently, 
dear reader. 

Verse 10. " Which in time past were 
no people, but now are the people of 
God ; which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy." 

Here we see, after reading verse 9, 
that the " no people " applied to those 
not born again, whether of the dispersion 
(Hosea ii. 23) or the Gentiles, which 
includes, I expect, most of my readers. 
But as we have been called out of dark¬ 
ness into His marvellous light, we have 
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now become the people of God. We 
have received the forgiveness of our sins, 
and I trust many other mercies, which 
depends on our behaviour. The Lord 
said, " Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy." Clearly this would 
mean that, even among Christians, if 
they are of a merciful disposition, they 
would command all the mercies that they 
need on their path, even though they 
are among the people of God. 

Verse 11. " Beloved, I beseech you 
as sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain 
from fleshy lusts, which war against the 
soul." 

We often, in our songs, sing that we 
are strangers and pilgrims here. This, 
I think, covers those to whom Peter is 
writing here. Whoever the reader may 
be, he is not intended to be anything 
more than a sojourner here. We are 
indeed pilgrims, and, in all our outlook 
in this life, we must arrange accordingly. 
So his exhortation is to abstain from 
fleshly lusts. These may not be bad in 
themselves. We have to see that all 
legitimate desires are kept within bounds. 
Other desires must be avoided. The 
point that determines is how we answer 
the question : " Does this war against 
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the soul?" In other words, does it 
impede your spiritual life ? If so, 
abstain ; do not play with it. 

Verse 12. " Having your behaviour 
seemly among the Gentiles ; that wherein 
they speak against you as evil doers, 
they may by your good works, which 
they behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation." 

" Having your behaviour seemly." The 
word here properly means " beautiful, 
good." For us it means that in our 
everyday life we should avoid any 
behaviour, language or habit that pre¬ 
vents our lives from being a beautiful, 
good and agreeable one, well translated 
here, as " seemly." We must, however, 
remember that Peter wrote to the Jews 
scattered in the places named, without 
intending any restriction. Most is for 
those who had accepted Christ, and this 
would perhaps, in some senses, imply a 
line of things peculiar to them, the 
principle, of course, being the same. 

" Among the Gentiles." We must 
remember that the name Christian was 
given at Antioch, where the Roman 
section viewed them as a Jewish sect. 
But their message was fuller, so that they, 
for the loss of a term to call them, noted 
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that their message was all of Christ, and 
tacked on to it a Latin affix " ian." 
However, it appears to me that Peter 
imports a further extension of the use of 
" Gentiles," which at first meant " Not 
Jewish," to mean unbelievers, including 
Jew and Gentile unbelievers. See my 
note, Epistles of John, page 124, " That 
wherein they speak against you as evil 
doers." We must remember that none 
escape this, because much of it arises 
from an irresponsible tongue or a 
malicious heart. We can get support 
in this from the fact that our beloved 
Lord was called a gluttonous man and 
a wine-bibber. His servants cannot 
expect better treatment. Again, circum¬ 
stances helped these malicious people. 
Many of the early Christians were slaves, 
or of such poor degree that many could 
only attend at night. Then, as perse¬ 
cution crept in, letters of commendation 
had to be rigidly enforced, so that the 
Church, practically from an outside view, 
became viewed as a secret society. The 
result was that wicked charges were 
made about the dreadful things these 
Christians did. The most effective 
protection against this is a good, unselfish 
life, one that makes its aim to be a 
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blessing rather than seeking to get one. 
" They may by your good works, 

which they behold, glorify God in the day 
of visitation." 

.This "visitation," I think, means 
that when Christ judges His own, which 
I think is the first thing that happens 
when we are caught up (see my note 
Revelation, page 92), and that when He 
judges our works, we shall be fully 
cleared of all unjust things said of us. 

Verse 13. "Be subject to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, 
whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 

Verse 14. "Or unto governors as sent 
by him for vengeance on evil-doers and 
for praise for them that do well." 

This is a very practical word, and 
before considering it, remember that 
the writer of this is the man who, when 
charged " not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus," with his com¬ 
panion, the apostle John, " answered 
and said unto them : Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you than unto God, judge ye ; for we 
cannot but speak the things which we 
saw and heard " (Acts iv. 19). So we 
can readily see that our first duty is to 
please God, then to consider seriously 
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the ordinances that man has made, in 
order that we be subject to them. 

" For the Lord's sake"—that we 
should seek not to bring discredit on the 
Lord nor His teaching. 

" Whether it be to the king, as 
supreme; or unto governors, as sent 
by him for vengeance on evildoers and 
for praise to them that do well." 

We are given here to understand that 
honourable men, in framing laws, have 
these two purposes in view, and it does 
appear to me that this is true. Nor, 
as Christians, are we called upon to 
submit to anything else. If we do object, 
we shall have to pray for much grace, 
in order to obtain a plentiful supply of 
tact. It may be that some man of 
position may read this. Allow me to be 
used in asking you to keep an oversight 
on the servants under you. 

I have in my visiting come across 
people in great poverty, but they would 
rather die than go to the " house " or 
institution. If they would but remember 
that " birds of a feather love to flock 
together." I am sure that Christians 
hate to be in company with those whose 
language is indecent or coarse and vulgar. 
I understand the other sort object to 
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the Christian sort. Further, in the time 
of national disaster, when a nation has 
to fight for its very existence, I know of 
Christians who object to kill people. I 
also know some who think that every 
man ought to do his duty to his country, 
and surely there can be no time so 
insistent as a time of grave peril. Yet 
to herd on a level footing criminals with 
decent people, and, above all, to provide 
a foul-mouthed and bully for a drill-
sergeant is to ask for trouble. 

Verse 15. " For so is the will of God, 
that by well-doing ye should put to 
silence the ignorance^of foolish men." 

This is clear that, in the face of 
opposition, God meant that we should 
rely in the main upon good living as our 
very best defence against opposition that 
is always latent. At times it is more or 
less frenzied against Christians. Good 
conduct is said to put them to silence. 
The word used here " fihinoum " really 
means to muzzle. A muzzled dog cannot 
bark well, and cannot bite at all. This 
word gives us the underlying contempt 
that all good men must feel to the vile 
bullies that, as occasion offers, manifest 
themselves. 

The opposition, that the Church has, 
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in some large measure can be accounted 
for. Though corporate testimony may 
or may not be the right testimony, if 
it should be, I am inclined to think it 
is the best. But, alas ! it is very rare to 
find it as it should be. 

At a friend's house I met a German 
lady whose father was what we mean by 
" out in the work," and the lady was 
with her father among the open brethren. 
She was very definite in her praises of 
Herr Hitler and of his treatment. They 
had all the liberty they need. The 
exclusive brethren having a corporate 
testimony, he would not allow, nor can 
we wonder at it. I am told that some 
view themselves as " the cathedral 
party," and speak contemptuously of 
the open brethren. I, however, do not 
know whether that is so in Germany. 
I am inclined to think, by the impression 
I get from our daily papers, that what he 
is opposed to, as many of us are, is the 
arrogant pretension of the ecclesiastical 
church. The Pope claims the temporal 
and spiritual power because Peter had 
two swords. The best corrective I know 
against that is the biography of Peter 
as given in the Acts and Gospels and 
these two epistles that he wrote. 
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" That by well-doing ye should put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men." 

The root of the word used for " foolish 
men " is " aphros," which means froth 
or foam. If you carefully and prayer¬ 
fully read the various forms used of this 
word by John, Paul, and now Peter, 
you will see that it means those who as 
the Psalmist says, " The fool says in 
his heart, There is no God." We read 
our papers or books, and quite see how 
true this is of all men. But what about 
University men ? Why should we class 
them with such ? After pondering this 
over, I can only think, by the folly of 
the lives of so many, that without having 
God to guide them they cannot make a 
proper use of the knowledge that should 
have been useful, and this led Paul to 
write, " Knowledge puffeth up." 

Verse 16. " As free, and not using 
your freedom for a cloke of wickedness, 
but as bond-servants of God." 

It is very important for several reasons 
that we should get a clear understanding 
of our position, for I have met Christians 
whom I would not wish to think of as 
hypocrites, which this verse almost 
describes when it says that we must not 
use our freedom as a cloke of wickedness 
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(A.V. has maliciousness) which is indeed 
a horrible phase of wickedness. I, 
however, cannot restrict " kakias " to 
malice, as the word means any wicked¬ 
ness. But as the apostle Peter uses, 
" but as bond-servants of God," so 
that the very serious position suggests 
itself that we appear to see in others, and 
sometimes find an inclination in our own 
hearts, that is, to think that by being 
saved we are free to live as we please. 
This is a great mistake, and may the 
Holy Ghost keep us free from any 
delusion like this. I will just refer to 
two texts from books I have not at 
present written upon, written by the 
Apostle Paul. We turn to I Cor. vii. 
21, 22. I will but quote them, leaving 
to you the very profitable employment of 
meditating on them. 

" Wast thou called, being a bond¬ 
servant ? Care not for it, but if thou 
canst become free, use it rather, 

" For he that was called in the Lord, 
being a bond-servant is the Lord's 
freeman ; likewise he that was called, 
being free, is Christ's bond-servant. 

" But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants of God, ye have 
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your fruit unto sanctification, and the 
end eternal life " (Romans vi. 22). 

Verse 17. " Honour all men. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the king." 

The word used here for honour—its 
root means " to price." We must have 
and give to each their value. Paul, in 
Romans xiii. 7, uses a word which 
suggests a debt we owe each other. 
We, I think, mean the same when we 
so form the habit of speaking to each 
other in terms of respect and courtesy. 
With a little thinking we should see how 
much pleasanter it would make our 
social life. It has also a good formative 
effect on our own character. " Love 
the brotherhood." This views all Chris¬ 
tians as in one brotherhood, which is 
true, but a Christian to us is one that 
we think by his doctrine and walk is 
united to Christ. This does not mean 
that we can enter into church fellowship 
with all, but we are told, " Two cannot 
walk together unless they be agreed." 

" Fear God." If we do this we shall 
want to bring Him into every detail of 
our lives, whether large or small, because 
God requires obedience in both. The 
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best way that I know to do this is to 
have a Scripture for all that we do. 

" Honour the king." This is the same 
word as " Honour all men," the differ¬ 
ence here is that this is in the imperative 
mood, which makes a big difference. 
It is perilous to neglect it. 

Verse 18. " Servants, be in subjection 
to your masters with all fear ; not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward." 

The word used for servants here means 
household or domestic servants. The 
position of household servants varies 
with the age and conditions, and 
especially with the disposition or 
character of the master. Sometimes they 
occupied the position of slaves ; at other 
times they were in a position to terminate 
the agreement. But, personally, I think 
that we can only get the apostle's point 
of view by connecting it with the rest of 
the chapter. 

Verse 19. "For this is acceptable, if 
for conscience towards God a man 
endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully." 

The thought that I gather from this 
word is based on the words " This is 
acceptable." The A.V. has " thank¬ 
worthy." The margin has Greek " grace " 
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In our course we are often put to grief 
from false charges, imprisonment, etc., 
yet we, being innocent, endure, although 
we are suffering, because our loyalty to 
Christ will not allow us to take any other 
course. This is very acceptable to God, 
because He sees in us the manifestation 
of His grace bestowed upon us, and we 
can be sure that the thanks will be given 
to us, which, I think, will be in addition 
to the approval of our own hearts, which 
sustains us at the time. 

Verse 20. " For what glory is it, if, 
when ye sin, and are buffeted for it, ye 
shall take it patiently ? But if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God." 

" For what glory is it." The word 
used here for glory properly means 
" rumour," " credit." As we look at 
this question and ask wfiat glory it is, 
glory appears to be a strong word here, 
though one can perhaps see a small 
measure of it. The thought Peter wishes 
to convey is, I think, that there is little 
credit in bearing a buffet (i.e., a blow 
with the fist) if we deserve it, though we 
think there may be a little. But we 
readily see that it is a very different 
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case if we do not deserve it. The 
Christian's thought would be to please 
God. He would not be indifferent to 
his testimony to others of God's grace 
in him, but to gain man's applause 
would hardly be in his mind, because he 
would have Christ in his heart. 

Verse 21. " For hereunto were ye 
called : because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that ye 
should follow His steps ; 

Verse 22. " Who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth." 

The ultimate end of our call is that 
we shall be like Him. This demands 
of us perfect obedience to Him because it 
is said, " Christ suffered for you." What 
an immense advance Peter has made ! 
When Christ first began to preach of His 
death, Peter said, " Be it far from Thee, 
Lord ; this shall never be unto Thee " 
(Matthew xvi.). The suffering of the 
Messiah was always repugnant to the 
Jewish mind. However, Christ is Greek 
for Messiah, and He died for us, i.e., on 
our behalf. I am familiar with the way 
some deal with the preposition, but I 
am quite satisfied to think that if I were 
in debt, and someone settled it on my 
behalf, I should be free of that debt. 
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We must be clear on this question. If 
Christ did not buy me with His precious 
blood, I should be a lost man, for there 
is no other means of salvation. We 
can rejoice further that through accepting 
Christ judicially we are quite clear in 
the sight of God. Yet His death made 
us free from guilt. It also is an incentive 
that we also should become morally 
perfect, and it would become a serious 
question whether we are His or not, 
unless we grew in grace. This side of 
our salvation is complete when we see 
Him face to face. It is very clear in 
the Word, that our likeness to Him 
depends on our vision of Him. This is 
the reason why we delight to watch 
Him, as He walked through this scene, 
in order that we should follow His 
steps. 

Verse 22 is given to the fact that He 
did no sin, neither was guile found in 
His mouth. Such a high ideal would be 
hopeless, but, having the Holy Ghost 
dwelling within us, we are encouraged 
because He helpeth our infirmities. 

Verse 23. " Who, when He was 
reviled, reviled not again; when He 
suffered, threatened not; but com-
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itiitted Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously." 

Here I think that the apostle Peter 
was thinking of the habit of the Lord 
when in contact with those who wished 
Him ill. He would no doubt remember 
the Lord's attitude to him, at his denial, 
and certainly he would remember that 
our Lord at His passion, prayed for His 
enemies. 

Coming back to His habit—to revile 
those who reviled Him would really be 
coming down to their level. As we read 
of many of His followers, we have it 
recorded how well many followed their 
Master. I am assured that it pleases 
God when we follow His steps. We 
have here that " He committed Himself 
(M. or His cause) to Him that judgeth 
righteously." 

What joy it brings into our lives when 
we see that we have to please but One ! 

Verse 24. " Who His own self bare 
our sins in His body upon the tree, that 
we, having died unto sins, might live 
unto righteousness; by whose stripes 
(M. bruise) ye were healed." 

I have written in my writings about 
this verse, owing to its great importance, 
not thinking that I should be spared 
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actually to write upon this epistle. The 
word used here for " bare " is in a tense 
which forbids a process, but must be one 
act. The figure used in Scripture is 
that of a lamb, which surely teaches the 
same. Further, if Christ bore our sins 
in His life, there could have been no 
communion between Him and His God. 
It was this that made the Cross so bitter 
to Him, hence the cry, " My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " 
The preposition " ej>i" means on or 
upon the tree. Read Hebrews ix. and 
x., " But He, when He had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on 
the right hand of God " (Hebrews x. 12). 

The experience this gives us is that we, 
having died unto sins, might live unto 
righteousness, because " we were healed 
by His bruise " (M.). 

How we love to sing, " When Thou 
wast crucified, Lord, 'twas for me; 
When Thou didst die, I died, Risen in 
Thee. The life that now I live is life 
which Thou dost give by faith to me." 

Verse 25. " For ye were going astray 
like sheep ; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop (M. overseer) 
of your souls." 

The apostle Peter appears to me to 
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have the fifty-third of Isaiah in his 
mind. The Shepherd is clearly Christ, 
for He declared that He was the Good 
Shepherd that gave His life for the sheep. 
I also believe that the Overseer is Christ 
also. I can never believe that Peter 
claimed this position, because he was 
painfully aware of his own tendency to 
stray. This Overseer can never stray, 
and He is capable and willing to do the 
work. And He has a perfect Vicar in 
the Holy Ghost. 

Chapter III. 

Verse 1. " I n like manner, ye wives, 
be in subjection to your own husbands, 
that even if any obey not the Word, 
they may without the Word be gained 
by the behaviour of their wives." 

The fundamental position is that the 
husband is the head of the family, as 
God told Eve : " And thy desire shall 
be to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee." Alas ! Fallen man has used 
this to tyrannise over the woman, and 
their position has at times been awful. 
When the Christian faith came into the 
scene, without altering the position of 
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wives, like as with slaves, they became 
brothers and sisters in Christ. That 
gradually abolished slavery, and in all 
proper Christian homes, though the 
position of women has not changed, 
yet the effect soon became startling. 
Read my note in Ephesians, pages 100 
and 101. Paul gives us the ideal position. 
Peter, as I think, being a married man, 
gives us a real practical effect of the first 
result of the change. Alas, that it should 
be so. There is much need for it to-day. 
In this country, a thousand years after 
Christ, many women had no power to 
accept or reject a husband selected by 
their father, and the husband had control 
of her property. Even this gave 
the women an opportunity, by their 
behaviour, of winning their husbands for 
the Lord. As far as I can see, the 
ordinary or common people were better 
placed for an ideal Christian life than 
people of rank were. 

Verse 2. " Beholding your chaste 
behaviour, coupled with fear." 

The translators have given this one 
sentence a whole verse. I might have 
passed through this with but few words, 
but I raised the question in my mind, 
why did they do it ? I think, after 
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looking at this verse carefully and prayer¬ 
fully, I could see that a woman so 
devoted to her Lord, if she had the choice, 
could never have selected an unbeliever 
as her life companion. After meditating, 
I can see that she adopted the only course 
that would have a prospect of winning 
such a man. 

The word used for " beholding " is a 
first aorist participle. This leads me to 
see that her life was a consistent one, 
always the same. By that, an observant 
man could see how her faith in her 
Saviour satisfied her, so that she did 
not seek to win him by conforming to 
his ways sometimes, so that if the beauty 
of holiness did not win him, her hope of 
a congenial companion was hopeless. 
When I read the biography of John 
Bunyan, I saw that he was won by such 
a woman as this. 

What this man saw in the manner of 
her life was a chaste woman, with but 
one fear, i.e., the fear of God, which 
we know is the beginning of wisdom. 

Verse 3. " Whose adorning let it 
not be the outward adorning of plaiting 
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, 
or putting on apparel." 

The apostle here clearly seeks to show 
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that the object of a sister in Christ would 
never be to lend herself for a display of 
these things. As I see them, with their 
" perms," arched eyebrows, painted lips 
and finger-nails, and a cigarette, I feel 
very much like Isaiah must have done 
(iii. 18) when he was led to tell the women 
of his day that God saw all they had on, 
and describes this sort of his day. As 
one walks, He fills us with great thoughts, 
and refines us, so that this must show 
itself in our dress and behaviour, and 
the older we get, the more pronounced 
it becomes, so that Christian men and 
women grow up well suited for each 
other. 

Verse 4. " But let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in the incorruptible 
apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price." 

The apostle Paul says in Romans that 
he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 
but he is a Jew that is one inwardly ! 
We can insert the word Christian here 
just as truly as the Jew. It is the old 
story. To appear so, is the aim of many, 
whereas we are thankful to see them 
" aim at being real." That is the thing 
to be desired. These shallow women, of 
whom we have been reading, think that 
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paint, powder, fine dresses and jewels, 
etc., make a lady. We are told here that 
to be clothed with a meek and quiet 
spirit is in the sight of God of great 
price. 

Verse 5. " For after this manner 
aforetime the holy women also, who 
hoped in God, adorned themselves, being 
in subjection to their own husbands. 

Verse 6. "As Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord ; whose children ye 
now are, if ye do well, and are not put in 
fear by any terror." 

" For after this manner." The hall¬ 
mark of a holy or godly woman is a meek 
and quiet spirit. We have been told that 
in God's sight it is of great price, and so 
it is in the sight of any gentleman also. 
I remember when a lad, seeing an 
expensively dressed woman and hearing 
a man remark that " she is a lady till 
she opens her mouth." It is very 
important that all boys and girls get 
clear on this point; whether man or 
woman, just remember that to be 
becomingly dressed is good, but good 
word and manner are better. One of her 
manners would be that she would recog¬ 
nise that God has made man the head of 
the house, and give him due deference, 
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even though she knows that she is more 
capable than he. Many a man is more 
capable than his employer, but the 
employer's position commands deference. 

" Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord." I understand this to be when 
speaking of him or at a public function. 

This word, "lord," " Kurios," is 
a word that commands our careful 
attention. A dear friend of mine, with 
two others, was engaged in translating 
a part of the Scripture into colloquial 
Arabic. He wrote me that some 
missionaries had written to the Bible 
Society stating that they objected to 
the way they had translated " Kurios." 
He wrote me asking if I could help 
him, for he said to do what they required 
would give the Moslems what they would 
accept. I wrote him to the effect that 
though Kurios sometimes can be trans¬ 
lated " Sir," I made this statement that 
there is no title in the Old Testament used 
of God, but somewhere in the Septuagint 
it is translated Lord, i.e., " Kurios." We 
may say that generally in the New 
Testament Kurios, i.e., Lord, is the 
equivalent of Jehovah of the Old 
Testament, and to confirm this I sent 
over a Greek copy of the Septuagint 
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with a concordance of the Greek 
Septuagint. 

On account of the importance of the 
subject, we, i.e., the Assembly, gave 
ourselves to prayer, and the correspond¬ 
ence up to date was read, till we received 
the joyful news that the Bible Society 
sent word that after careful examination 
they had decided to print their trans¬ 
lation without any alteration. You can 
imagine how our prayer-meeting became 
a thanksgiving meeting. 

What has this to do with I Peter 
iii. 6 ? Well, it surely will help us in the 
use of words. No one can imagine that 
Sarah thought that when she called her 
husband " Lord," either she or Peter 
thought that she had married Jehovah or 
any other title used for Deity. When 
the Greeks came to see Jesus, they saw 
Philip and said, " Sir (Kurios), we would 
see Jesus." Paul, when struck down on 
his way to Damascus, said, " Who art 
Thou, Lord ? " Here the word had a 
more extensive meaning, though he did 
not know to whom he was speaking till 
he got a reply. Paul, in I Cor. xii. 3, 
said, " No man can say, Jesus is Lord, 
but in the Holy Ghost." It is indeed a 
big word here, because it becomes equal 
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to Deity. I have again brought before 
you the fact that however great 
the word that may be used, it cannot be 
greater than its subject. Read my note 
in John, page 5. 

Verse 7. "Ye husbands, in like 
manner, dwell with your wives according 
to knowledge, giving honour unto the 
woman as unto the weaker vessel, as 
being also joint-heirs of the grace of life ; 
to the end that your prayers be not 
hindered." 

This is a verse that needs careful and 
prayerful reading. There are those who 
read this with a different meaning to the 
one which at present I have. This is 
the opposite to verse 1, which is the 
woman's duty. This is the man's. He 
is to dwell with his wife, which appears 
to me to mean that our behaviour should 
be on the line that we may never be 
divorced or even separated. I think 
this is what was in Peter's mind when he 
wrote, as his great thought in writing 
appears that it should be the Christian's 
aim, that we should be able to be well-
spoken of by those without. I have no 
doubt that the partner may be impossible 
to live with, and good reasons could be 
given. That, I do not think, is Peter's 
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point. I think it is that when it does 
happen, which as far as I know, with 
those I am in fellowship with, is very rare. 
Yet for the outside world, the testimony 
is gone. Here are instructions how a 
man may have the best prospect in 
avoiding it. 

He is to live with her according to 
knowledge. He must take pains to get 
to know God's mind on every phase 
of the subject, else I cannot see how he 
can live with her according to knowledge. 
" Giving honour unto the woman, as 
unto the weaker vessel." The word used 
here gives me to understand that what¬ 
ever the position or condition of the 
wife may be, there is something due to 
her—(and this the husband must bear 
in mind) as unto the weaker vessel. 
This point needs care. Undoubtedly, 
in ancient times, and in some countries 
still, the legal position of the woman 
was, and is, a weak one. Generally 
the physical strength of the man is 
greater, but this is far from true in many 
cases, yet the principles put forward by 
Peter must always be obeyed if our 
testimony for Christ should be as it 
ought. Here come two things combined 
with " also " : "as being also as joint-
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heirs of the grace of life." This sentence 
" grace of life " is ambiguous, i.e.., may 
bear different meanings. Some that I 
have come across are very nice, and 
they may be right. I understand it 
thus, that whatever the grace of life 
may mean, the marriage position means 
that it is to be shared, and selfishness 
should not come in, " that your prayers 
be not hindered." 

Some think this refers to the man's 
prayers. My experience leads me to 
believe it means the united prayers of 
the husband and wife. Very early in 
my life I saw that prayers at the bedside, 
quietly, was not enough, so we established 
family worship. The blessing was 
evident. 

Verse 8. " Finally, be ye all like-
minded, compassionate, loving as breth¬ 
ren, tender-hearted, humble-minded." 

This exhortation of the apostle Peter 
demands our most careful attention, 
as these qualities enable us not only to 
remove all friction between husband and 
wife, but are so extensive in their scope 
that he well says, " finally," for they 
will remove friction between us all. 

Verse 9. " Not rendering evil for 
evil, or reviling for reviling ; but contrari-
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wise, blessing, for hereunto were ye 
called, that ye should inherit a blessing." 

This advice here is based upon his 
statements in the previous chapter, i.e., 
that Christ suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that we should follow His 
steps. This we certainly should fail to 
do if we gave evil for evil. 

What satisfaction it gives to our minds 
to have such an assurance as this, that 
when God called us, it was that we should 
inherit a blessing! It would be impossible 
to be blessed, unless we map out our 
lives so that by God's help we should 
be a blessing. This is made very clear 
in the Word, and can be fully confirmed 
in our own experience. When God called 
Abram, His promise was : " And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and be thou a blessing " (Gen. xii. 2). 
It is essential that the last clause must 
be true. 

For us to get the blessing we must 
remember that only God can secure this. 
If I may say so, this is God's side ; our 
side is to deserve it. I am certain that 
Peter makes this obvious. If we want 
something stronger, we must read the 
epistle of James. 
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Verse 10. " For he that would love 
life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile. 

Verse 11. " And let him turn away 
from evil, and do good : let him seek 
peace and pursue it. 

Verse 12. " For the eyes of the Lord 
are upon the righteous, and His ears 
unto their supplication ; but the face 
of the Lord is upon them that do evil." 

Here, I think, we get instructions 
for believers. The fundamental truths 
have been well brought before us, and 
now we get further rules to guide us 
in the way whereby we may secure that 
life down here which all believers long 
for : a happy, good life. Let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile. Let him turn away 
from evil and do good. It is well to 
think good things. This is here taken 
for granted, for here it is said that we 
are to do them. We are not only to seek 
peace ; we are to pursue it. We might 
almost say, hunt for it, for the word 
means that. 

If we turn to Psalm xxxiv. 12-16, 
it is clear that the apostle Peter is dealing 
with this Scripture. If we turn to Cain, 
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the first man that was born (Gen. iv. 7, 
" If them doest well, etc. ") we can get a 
true insight into God's mind. I think 
I have made it clear that I am a firm 
believer in dispensational truth, but 
moral truth affects all dispensations, and 
God has always had this before us. Here 
Peter, like all other writers, gives this 
same message, and he reminds us that 
the eye and ear of the Lord are exercised 
on our behalf, with the very solemn 
warning that " the face of the Lord is 
upon them that do evil." 

Verse 13. " And who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be zealous of that which 
is good ? " 

If we seek to answer this question 
in the past, or in the present, the reply 
would surely be that they are too 
numerous to mention. We think of the 
powers that be, the politician, the bigot, 
the ecclesiastic, the megalo-maniac ; in 
fact at times it does look as if the 
persecutor springs up in any or every 
direction. But here we have a future 
participle. I remember one of our young 
men passing through the war, writing of 
the terrible hardships that they had to 
endure. He said he was helped by the 
knowledge that the end would be all 
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right. What he really meant was, that 
to a Christian the end would be all right. 
This, I think, is the thought Peter wanted 
to bring before us. 

Verse 14. " But and if ye should suffer 
for righteousness' sake, blessed are ye : 
and fear not their fear, neither be 
troubled." 

Here the apostle reminds us that to 
suffer for righteousness' sake is a thing 
to congratulate ourselves upon. Other 
Scriptures remind us that we must not, 
as some martyrs have done, court it by 
running to meet it. If it is God's will, 
the reward will be a good one. 

We are to fear not their fear, whatever 
it is. As we pass through life, we note 
that many things frighten some. As 
I have mentioned elsewhere, in reading 
Cromwell's letters, we note that if any¬ 
one wished to enter his Ironsides, 
Cromwell had to be satisfied that he 
feared nothing or no one but God. 
This was the lesson God sought to teach 
Gideon. See my booklet on Gideon. 
" Neither be troubled." The only way 
to obtain this is to follow the Lord's 
directions, i.e., Believe in God, and also 
in Him. See John xiv. 
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I have found that if anything disturbs 
me, it is because I am not sure of God. 
We cannot afford to lose here, because 
to a Christian, confidence in God is his 
greatest asset. 

Verse 15. " But sanctify in your 
hearts Christ as Lord; being ready 
always to give answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope 
that is in you, yet with meekness and 
fear." 

The fact that we have confidence in 
God is surely to be expressed in sanctify¬ 
ing Christ in our hearts as Lord. We 
are clearly taught that there is but one 
Lord, and that is Christ. I cannot 
understand a Christian recognising Lords 
in his church. I can only see vanity or 
greed in anyone who accepts the position. 
I am responsible for my own behaviour, 
hence I have nothing to do with an 
Assembly that fails in this respect. 

As a young Christian I formed the 
habit of reviewing the questions put 
to me with the given answer, and even 
talking to others about them. This has 
been a great help to me in many ways. 
" Yet with meekness and fear." Unless 
we are careful in this respect we shall 
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help to destroy any good work God 
intended to do through us. 

Verse 16. " Having a good conscience 
that, wherein ye are spoken against, 
they may be put to shame who revile 
your good manner of life in Christ." 

In Hebrews xiii. 18, we see that having 
a good conscience, we may lay claim 
upon the brethren for their prayers. 
Conscience is the moral impression that 
we should have of our own actions and 
intentions. 

To the extent that we have this good 
conscience we feel that we can count 
upon God to help us to behave as Christ 
did, for we are here to represent Him. 

Verse 17. " For it is better, if the 
will of God should so will, that ye suffer 
for well-doing than for evil-doing." 

The well-doing here means, I think, 
in Peter's mind, as a Christian, though 
we know that many wicked accusations 
were frequently put upon Christians. 
Even if this is so, the argument is that 
as long as we know that we are innocent, 
we should take comfort when we think 
of Christ; we should be quite ready, if 
it be the will of God, to suffer so. 

Verse 18. " Because Christ also 
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suffered (M. died) for sins once; the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that He 
might bring us to God ; being put to 
death in the flesh but quickened in the 
Spirit." 

How emphatic the Scriptures are, as 
to the fact that in no sense can Calvary 
be repeated! When we think of the 
parody, called the Mass, how it stirs 
the very soul of those who see in the 
once-offered Lamb, God's great gift to 
man, which settled effectively the great 
sin questions. Then they introduce 
purgatory. We can be quite sure that 
if the precious blood of Christ cannot 
atone for sins, fire will not. We think 
we can see why they introduce so 
lucrative a method, yet it makes it very 
difficult to see how these people can 
have any part or lot in the matter. 

In order that He might bring us to 
God, He died in the flesh on the Cross, 
but quickened in the Spirit. This, I 
think, places us on resurrection ground, 
though resurrection applies to the body. 
" That He might bring us to God." I 
have met with those who make it a 
point that it does not say, " to bring 
God to us." 

The fact is there is no need to. Man 
78 



was no sooner fallen than God went 
through the Garden saying, " Adam, 
where art thou ? " All through the ages 
God has been a searcher, sending prophets 
and messengers of every sort. If we do 
not come to God the fault is wholly ours. 
In like manner we are invited to be 
reconciled to God, whereas God is 
reconciling us to Himself, all in virtue of 
the mighty work on the Tree. 

" Being put to death in the flesh but 
quickened in the Spirit." It is clear 
that " the man that is God's fellow " 
had a human body, spirit and soul. 
Here the body is put to death, but He 
was quickened in Spirit. We shall, I 
think, come across, presently, statements 
that will help us to understand Paul, 
when dealing with a believer's death, in 
II Cor. v. 1, writes, " For we know that 
if the earthly house of our tabernacle 
be dissolved, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 

This is clearly at our death. We do 
not come to our resurrection till we 
come to the end of verse 4, where we 
are told of the union with our mortal 
bodies in this eternal home. What 
an immense change will take place in 
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our case ! Yet many have had the 
first part, this wonderful experience, 
ages ago, yet the resurrection is not yet. 
In our Lord's case, His resurrection took 
place in three days, because His body 
could not see corruption. 

Verse 19. " In which also He went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison." 

We know that time is divided into 
three : past, present and future. When 
the statement does not say which, we are 
not free to put in which we please. If 
we did, language would have no meaning. 
The rule is the present. I have 
invariably found this to be a safe rule, 
so that, to give sense to the statement, 
we must say the spirits now in prison, 
i.e., at the time Peter wrote. 

Verse 20. " Which aforetime were 
disobedient, when the longsuffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
that is, eight souls were saved through 
water." 

During the sixty-three years that I 
have been a believer, I have read so 
many different explanations of this from 
others that I have been bewildered. 
This, I think, is due to the fact that we 
over-value the teaching of men. For 

80 



Christ left with us the Paraclete, the 
Author of the Bible, to dwell within us 
to teach us. So I have found it well to 
read the Word, meditate much, and pray 
earnestly. 

To me, this Scripture, combined with 
the next verse, is as clear as a sunbeam. 
I trust I may be used to make it so to 
you. If not, do not be discouraged. 
If you mean business, God will surely 
come to your aid. Why was it that what 
is to be said is confined to the sinners 
in the days of Noah ? When we see the 
purpose of the next verse, no others 
would suit. Sometimes our Lord singled 
out a section of sinners to teach a certain 
lesson. We must remember that God's 
decision was brought about by the fact 
that the whole earth became filled with 
violence, and God determined to drown 
them. Gen. vi. 13. Though God has 
declared that He will not drown the 
world again, we can be sure that He will 
judge sin. But whatever He does, there 
will always be in Christ a way of escape. 
Noah was told to build an ark, which is a 
wonderful figure of Christ, and the ark 
was submerged in the waters of judge¬ 
ment. All in it were quite safe. Whilst 
Noah was preparing the ark, he preached 

81 



Christ to them by word and deed, and 
the whole thing must have appeared 
ridiculous to these clever men. But 
when God shut them in, and the waters 
came, how different it must have seemed 
unto them ! And alas, for them, though 
their bodies were drowned, their spirits 
were in prison, waiting for judgement. 

Verse 21. " Which also after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even 
baptism ; not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the interrogation 
of a good conscience toward God, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 

The apostle Peter was evidently led 
to look back to this incident concerning 
those whose spirits were then in prison, 
and the eight who passed through the 
waters. He saw what a wonderful figure 
of baptism this is. We will try and see 
what Peter saw. 

I remember being sent to a church 
school. There were no State schools 
then, for which I have been very thankful. 
The Minister found out that my brother 
and I had not been christened, so he had 
us christened. I must have been about 
twelve. 

One thing Peter never saw among the 
sights in the ark, that is babes, which is 
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a great stumbling block to many 
thousands. The statement on the bap¬ 
tismal certificates is, or used to be, 
when I was in the binding trade : 
" Wherein I am made a member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven" (quoted 
from memory). As soon as I became 
interested in Christ, I felt what a dreadful 
thing this was to claim. The other 
stumbling block to me was that baptism 
was " the outward and visible sign of 
an inward and spiritual grace." When¬ 
ever I looked within, I could never find 
any inward and spiritual grace. These 
two things shut me out of the Church of 
England. When I accepted Christ, 
which I did at a Congregational Church, 
these people did not teach baptism, 
but many of my fellow church members 
went off to the Baptist Church to be 
baptised. Among them was my personal 
friend, and when he became a Baptist 
parson, we argued the point till we were 
tired. Both tired of the subject. 

When I had been a believer about 
twelve years, I went into a Bible reading, 
by the brethren known as the Kelly 
people. They were reading Romans vi. 
I was simply a listener there. I had 
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known that I had been crucified with 
Christ, therefore I was dead to the 
world, but I had never been buried with 
Christ. So I wrote to my friend who 
was the pastor of a country Baptist 
Church : " Dear Tom, I now see baptism. 
Will you baptise me ? " This rejoiced 
him. " We were buried, therefore, with 
Him through baptism into death ; that 
like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we 
also might walk in newness of life." 

Ever since it has been my privilege 
to walk with and to worship a risen 
Christ. 

We now come to what Peter taught : 
first, that our baptism was a true likeness 
of our position in Christ. " Not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh." I 
understand this to mean that our object 
was not to put away sins. Here Peter 
is speaking of the true likeness ; infant 
sprinkling is not in his mind. Our 
sins were put away when we were 
crucified with Christ, judicially. " But 
the interrogation of a good conscience 
towards God." 

A good conscience is essential in all 
our transactions and thoughts. 1 have, 
in verse 16, defined how I use the 
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word. If we have a good conscience in 
our baptism we shall see that the eight 
souls who were in the ark, i.e., Christ, 
were absolutely safe when immersed 
in the overwhelming floods of God's 
judgements, which they would not have 
been if there was no new life to live on 
the renewed earth. So in the judgement 
to come we see that,if we have found 
refuge in the true ark, i.e., Christ, 
however overwhelming these judgements 
may be, we are as safe as they. They 
came out of the ark to live on the 
renewed earth, and surely our conscience 
leaves us without any fear when we see 
that our minds are fixed upon a risen 
and exalted Christ, see chapter i., verse 3. 

Verse 22. " Who is on the right hand 
of God, having gone into heaven : angels 
and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto Him." 

It is clear that this carried on the 
history of Christ. His resurrection 
placed Him in the place of all power and 
authority. This would mean no end to 
the book I am seeking to write, but I 
trust to confine or restrict my views as 
to what Peter writes, otherwise for us 
to understand what Peter writes would 
be difficult. 
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So our present position is that our 
Saviour is on the throne of God, and we 
are left down here till we are called home 
by death or taken up into His presence. 
We are to find His will for us, and what 
we can count upon to do His will. 

For this purpose the whole of the Acts 
will help, but I will just call your 
attention to a few points. The most 
wonderful point as far as we believers 
are concerned, is Pentecost, which means 
that whereas the Holy Ghost had ever 
been with a believer, from Pentecost, 
He now, as the Lord said, " dwells within 
us " (John xiv. 26 ; xvi. 7). 

Ephesians tells us that we are blessed 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ. This point 
leaves us with Christ on the throne of 
God, having all power and authority, 
and this is the very essence of our 
blessing. Moses, in his writings, especially 
Deuteronomy, clearly brought before us 
the four phases of idolatry. We see that 
all are substitutes. Christ is no sub¬ 
stitute, for He is God (the man that is 
God's fellow). This means that unless 
we are sound as to the Deity of Christ, 
we are wrong everywhere. The only 
begotten Son of God ; hence His equal. 
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Our children, that in a minor sense we 
begat, by so doing became our equals, 
though in no sense can we be said to be 
their Creator. I have been told that 
some so-called Christians say that as 
to His manhood Christ is a created 
being. I have never heard one myself, 
else I should have a difficulty in thinking 
that they are one with Christ. 

Chapter IV. 

Verse 1. " Forasmuch then as Christ 
suffered in the flesh, arm ye yourselves 
also with the same mind ; for he that 
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 
from sin." 

This chapter will require very careful 
and prayerful reading. I can only ask 
the reader to come to no decision till he 
is fully assured that he has the mind of 
God. 

The first decision we must come to is : 
Are we dealing with " sin" here, as 
in the text, or " sins " as in the margin. 
I think the latter, for when considering 
words I find that even when the word 
may be used to convey the fullest 
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extent of meaning, yet it is frequently 
reduced in its meaning by its context, 
for no word can be used greater than its 
subject allows. We have in verse 3 
a list of specific sins, and as I hope to 
be able to show, these sins are those well 
calculated to bring persecution to the 
believer. 

The statement is that Christ suffered 
in the flesh, and we have to observe 
how He met it. Isaiah, in chapter 
50, is clearly referring to the manner 
in which Christ met it. " Therefore have 
I set my face like a flint, and I know that 
I shall not be ashamed." See my note 
on this in Isaiah, page 442. We know 
that we cannot have fellowship with 
Christ in His sufferings as the sin-bearer, 
but we can have fellowship with Him 
as a martyr for righteousness, and many 
a martyr has given a great testimony. 

The apostle Peter here exhorts us to 
arm ourselves with the same mind. 
This is a very practical word for us. 
The first thing is that we see our Saviour 
expected it. He was in no way surprised. 
If we can get to this stage we have half 
won the victory. Further, the word here 
is in the perfect passive. He intended 
to endure, and He did. The word pano 
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means to pause, or cease. Here I think 
it takes a lesser meaning, to restrain. 

This is what, by the grace of God, a 
Christian can do. D.V. we will take 
this up again, when, if spared, we come 
to Epistle Two, ii. 14. There we see 
that terrible statement : " That cannot 
cease from sin." 

Verse 2. " That ye no longer should 
live the rest of your time in the flesh to 
the lusts of men, but to the will of God." 

This great fact we must constantly 
meditate upon, because it is to control 
all our thoughts and deeds. This word 
" lusts of men " really means the desires 
of men. Judging by my own reading, 
the emphasis is different from what it 
used to be. Our forefathers would think 
of a " lusty " youth as one that was 
strong and vigorous. I think Tennyson 
must have used it so, when in his 
description of the brook, he says, " Here 
and there a lusty trout, and here and 
there a grayling." In more modern 
times, it is more frequently used to name 
something that is odious. Personally, 
I think that to get the intended meaning 
of the verse, it must include all that is 
strong and vigorous in our natural life, 
and certainly the carnal desires. It is 
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our privilege that by the grace of God 
we are not to be controlled by our desires, 
whether good or bad, but by the one 
grand question whether in all our 
thoughts and actions we are doing the 
will of God. 

Verse 3. " For the time past may 
suffice to have wrought the desire of 
the Gentiles, and to have walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-bibbings, 
revellings, carousings and abominable 
idolatries." 

The meaning of this verse follows 
on from the two previous verses. We 
view the course of history among the 
Gentiles. Peter, who had spent so much 
of his time amongst them, was well 
aware of the course of their lives, and 
gives this list of sins that the natural 
man loves to indulge in. He turns his 
eye upon the Jew, to whom the Lord 
entrusted the world, to be taught by 
example and precept the mind of God. 
The demoralising effect upon themselves 
through failing in God's intention for 
them, ended in the terrible sin of God's 
people crucifying the Christ of God. 

Then Christ came to suffer in the 
flesh, which, to Him, meant the Cross. 
To us, His followers, comes the call to 
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arm ourselves with His mind, which 
means that we are able to enter into 
His joy and peace. We look around 
to-day, and we cannot fail to see the 
terrible condition the world is in. This 
has been brought about by the same 
sins as in time past, a love of pleasure, 
and self-indulgence. 

Verse 4. " Wherein they think it 
strange that ye run not with them into 
the same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you." 

We hear all sorts of opinions about us, 
do we not, as we pass along our way. 
Some use terms of hatred and dislike 
against us; others, who love to be 
considered as respectable people, ask of 
us what harm can there be in, say, 
cricket. These people cannot see why 
we cannot have innocent games on 
Sunday, even though they have plenty 
of leisure in the week. What these 
respectable people cannot understand 
is that what Christians must have, even 
in their recreations, is the consciousness 
of Christ's presence, and this is what they 
will not have. Both sides soon discover 
that they have a mutual desire to be 
separate, and the expressed opinion of 
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one side for the other is certainly not 
complimentary. 

What Christians must always have on 
all occasions is an opportunity to delight 
themselves in the Lord. This quickly 
severs us from the best of people, if 
they are not His, for we know : 

Verse 5. " Who shall give account to 
Him that is ready to judge the quick and 
the dead." 

We are about to enter on some very 
difficult Scriptures. I have listened to 
and read what the learned say about these 
things, and I find I cannot follow them. 
They, however, do not agree by any 
means, and I do not mind waiting. At 
my age it cannot be long till I shall be 
for ever with the Lord. I am sure that 
I shall be so delighted to be with Him 
that I shall readily agree with all He 
does. For the present I cannot think 
that He wants us to be disturbed in mind 
with what is beyond us. He, however, 
does want us to practise the simple 
things that we do understand. 

I have, however, been reading my 
Bible for over sixty years, and I have 
acquired impressions on most subjects. 
I feel sure that most if not all my readers 
will think for themselves, for I do not 
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want parrots for readers. A rule I make 
is never to come to any conclusion that 
will disturb the happy fellowship between 
me and my Saviour. With these pre¬ 
liminary remarks, let us pass on to what 
I think I have, not for your acceptance, 
but for your consideration. 

" Who shall give account." I have 
considered this word " who." I cannot 
restrict this word, but I must extend 
it to all, saved and unsaved. To me, 
there can be no exception. We all 
have to render our account. To whom ? 
To Him that is ready to judge. This 
adverb "ready," " etoimos," also means 
prepared. When we know that the Lord 
is the judge, who can doubt it ? This 
could not be said of one of whom it is 
necessary that he should have to have 
any form of life, so that he can get to 
judge accurately. Therefore I have had 
to discard all thought of another chance. 
I must hold that this judge is so perfect 
that He can have no problem before Him 
about which He cannot unerringly give 
a just judgement. 

" The quick and the dead." This 
expression undoubtedly is used in 
Scripture in two ways at least. First, 
as an undertaker would understand it, 
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and also as meaning spiritually alive or 
dead. The context will guide us as to 
which. 

Verse 6. " For unto this end was the 
Gospel, i.e., good tidings, preached even 
to the dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live 
according to God in the Spirit." 

The purpose of the preaching is to 
those that are (now) dead. The present 
is only permitted ; the purpose for them 
being that they should for the rest of 
their time in the flesh, do the will of 
God. In Romans ii. 6 (A.V.) we are 
told, " Who will render to every man 
according to his deeds," which I think 
is a clearer translation of " ergon." 
The view I get from Scripture is that all 
my deeds or works done down here are 
judged by an all-wise Judge, and loss or 
gain will be given those of us who are 
Christians at the judgement-seat of 
Christ. Though we often mourn that 
our lives might have been better, yet, 
when we leave this tenement of clay, 
we can praise God that we have the 
assurance that we shall be able to live 
according to God in the Spirit, for we 
shall not have our old nature then. 

But how dreadful is the condition of 
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the wicked dead ! After their judgement 
at the great white throne, see Rev. 
xxii. 11. 

Verse 7. " But the end of all things 
is at hand : be ye therefore of sound 
mind, and be sober unto prayer." 

The end, i.e., " eggus," is an adverb 
of time or place, and it is our privilege 
to discriminate as to how it is used as to 
time or place. 

I have met those who think that had 
Peter thought that the world would 
stand for twenty centuries he would have 
expressed himself differently. With II 
Peter iii. 4-10 before me, I see Peter did 
know. 

If it has been our custom to have a 
close walk with God, we have plenty of 
evidence that He is ever available. But 
as to the sense of time, we will find it 
profitable to remember that the end of 
all things is very near to those whose 
breath is in their nostrils. 

Verse 8. " Above all things, being 
fervent in your love among yourselves ; 
for love covereth a multitude of sins." 

The first exhortation in this verse is 
that it is most important that we be 
fervent in our love among ourselves. 
I took it for granted that " fervent " 
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would be " zeo," which means to boil, 
a state of things we often see in a mother 
towards her child, or in young courting 
couples. We have no fault to find with 
this; it is natural. But the word is 
" ektene " which means " to stretch 
out." I am sorry to say that this is 
not often natural, but it must be : as 
this is the kind of love which covers, 
i.e., hides, a multitude of sins. I do 
trust that every reader will seriously 
consider this outstretched kind of love, for 
it means that, like the wise man in 
Proverbs, we see the various evils afar 
off, and hide ourselves. 

Concerning an Assembly, the only 
person I asked to join was my wife. I 
told her my plans and asked her whether 
she would throw in her lot with me, which 
she did. Whilst the building was pro¬ 
ceeding, others came and asked me 
questions, but we never asked one, till 
they said they would throw in their lot 
with ours, so that when we opened we 
had seven men and their wives and three 
young people in their teens, seventeen 
all told. Thirty-three years have passed 
by, and though some are gone, it is only 
death that has parted us, and we have 
their children. The Saturday, eight days 
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before we opened, we passed two 
resolutions. None would be asked to 
join us. For we were convinced that 
unless the Lord added to the church 
(see Acts ii. 47) they would be no use to 
us. The other resolution was that no 
one was to be asked to give, and as far 
as I know, no one has. 

We were warned by some, and some 
who came later left us. Our reply was 
that if the Lord wanted the work to go 
on, it would, and if He did not, it would 
not. There is another phase of this 
outstretched love I will bring before you 
before you must stop, as there is no limit 
to the extent to those that have this 
kind of love. 

We prayed first that He would make us 
a missionary church, and the Lord has 
made us one to an extent beyond our 
dreams. 

I look back and can see that there 
has not been much outstretched love 
about it, as there is no responsibility. 
The " zeo " love appears to be sufficient. 
When I looked at the children's work, I 
saw problems that we might call evil 
afar off, and I really think that we have 
hidden ourselves, so that we can feel 
secure. When we turned to our care of 
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our old folk, I could see that there were 
immense problems before us which are 
usually met by appealing to the public, 
a course which personally I abhor, or 
even by an appeal to other Assemblies. 
So I suggested that as we have in some 
measure started to help the old 
folk, we should have a Home Mission 
Fund, and capitalise it. This brought 
much opposition. They believed in 
trusting God and going forward. I asked 
what Assemblies are doing this, and they 
could not produce any. I came to the 
conclusion that to take on responsibility 
without this out-stretched love, would 
be folly. As they would not agree at 
first, we waited, and they eventually 
agreed, so we arranged to set aside one 
Sunday's offerings, i.e., the whole of it, 
each quarter. When we arrived at £200, 
we came to an issue. Some wanted to 
spend it and walk by faith. I said that 
I did not object to faith, if it worked, 
but what you call faith is a spendthrift 
policy. Abraham, the father of the faith¬ 
ful was rich, but he was not a spendthrift, 
and to the Oversight I said that, in their 
own affairs, neither was one of them. 
All I said was for them to adopt a policy 
that would keep us from begging, even 
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from the Assemblies. Our method of 
being faithful has attracted from among 
ourselves several Trusts amounting to a 
few thousand pounds, which I feel would 
never have been given. It is the faithful 
that can be trusted with money, not 
spendthrifts. These Trusts are lent to 
the Assemblies at the current rates with 
easy repayments, and there must be 
quite a dozen Assemblies who, without 
any begging, are gradually and surely 
getting their buildings. Our Home 
Mission has a nice bit over a thousand 
pounds, and the number constantly 
increases. There is, as far as I know, 
no difference of opinion now. Without 
asking anyone for a penny, we pursue 
our way, and get a little more strength 
each year, when they see that we have 
helped so many in various ways. With 
our Sunrise work, though the place is 
free from debt we soon found that 
thirty-five shillings per week charge 
would not pay for the modest comfort 
that we want our brothers and sisters 
in Christ to have. We had a Trust 
of £600 given to help the funds, and we 
started an endowment fund. To keep 
it alive, the Superintendent was told 
that out of the interest of the endowment 
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fund, she was to pay £26 per year to 
it, plus any gifts (all voluntary) that 
may be given. This fund now is 
practically a thousand pounds, and is 
growing. I am so glad that Peter was 
led to use the word " ektene." This word 
breeds faith in our hearts, and gives us 
a little more comfort each year. 

If you only have half-a-dozen in the 
Assembly, in your measure you can go 
on, if you have an Oversight. My 
experience is that God is always ready 
to help those who deny themselves and 
really mean business. 

Verse 9. " Using hospitality one to 
another without murmuring." 

The word hospitality means kindness 
to strangers, but I note it is to one 
another, i.e., fellow-believers. This is 
to be done without murmuring. I have 
always understood that murmuring or 
complaining is always bad, and it is 
worth our while to ascertain why it is 
connected with this virtue. One reason 
is that we may entertain angels un¬ 
awares. 

Verse 10. " According as each hath 
received a gift, ministering it among 
yourselves, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God." " According 
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as each hath received a gift." This really 
means that God has conferred some 
favour upon each of us, in order that in 
some way we may be able to help the 
church. We know from elsewhere that 
the church is built up by every joint. 

The grace of God is manifold, i.e., 
varied, and each one of us has to regard 
himself as a steward of God, and 
remember that what we have is for the 
purpose of building up the church. 

Verse 11. "If any man speaketh, 
speaking as it were oracles of God; 
if any man ministereth, ministering as 
of the strength which God supplieth; 
that in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory 
and the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen." 

There are some who think this is 
confined to the preacher, derived, 
probably from the old heathen custom of 
consulting the oracle. The word used 
is " logia," which means a collection, 
used in I Cor. xvi. 1, 2, with gifts of 
money, etc. ; hence the Scripture is a 
collection of the Word ; hence is called 
the oracles of God. With verse 10 in 
mind, I have to think that if any believer 
has others with him, then there is 
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conversation, where practical and seemly. 
In this we shall have to be guided by the 
way we answer, whether we are glorifying 
God through Jesus Christ. 

The same is to be the object of our 
ministry. It is to be according to the 
strength God supplieth. The word used 
means to promote harmony. 

In page 443 in my notes on the Gospel 
of John, I have tried to make the differ¬ 
ence between " doulos " and " diakone." 
I was very glad when I saw this. It 
may make you glad if you have not 
noticed it before. 

What a grand purpose in life is ours ! 
In all things we are to make it our aim 
to glorify God through Jesus Christ, 
whose (i.e., Christ's) is the glory and the 
power for ever and ever, literally " unto 
the ages of ages." If this does not mean 
eternity as we understand it, there is no 
meaning to me in the expression. This 
is very important, dear reader. Can 
you say Amen to this ? 

Verse 12. " Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial among 
you, which cometh upon you to prove 
you, as though a strange thing happened 
unto you." 

Whoever we are, and whatever course 
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of life we may lead, that life will bring 
with it trials and dangers peculiar to 
itself. I am rather inclined to think 
that if we determine to lead a self-
denying life with the purpose of pleasing 
God, we shall have the approval of God, 
and our lives will be as bright and happy 
as they can be. We look at the earliest 
Christians, who had the desire to live 
honest and unselfish lives, and who were 
content with little. We read that this 
led on to bitter hatred and lies told about 
them. We know also of the cruel way 
in which they were dealt with. Here we 
are told by Peter not to consider this as 
strange, for it is the natural result of 
light coming into contact with darkness. 
The very fact that we adore Christ is in 
itself sufficient to incur the hatred and 
animosity of every devil-possessed man 
we meet with. Now Peter instructs us as 
to our line of conduct in face of this. 

Verse 13. " But inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice : 
that at the revelation of His glory also 
ye may rejoice with exceeding great 
joy." 

As we have accepted Christ as our Lord 
and Teacher, we more or less walk the 
path that the Lord did. The result is 
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that we become partakers of His suffer¬ 
ings. What return do we get for this? 
We know that He left us the joy and 
peace that so enriched and comforted 
Him whilst here. This should make us 
rejoice, and not in the least fill us with 
sorrow, especially as we know that we 
also share His present and future glory, 
which, through faith, we may rejoice 
now. 

Verse 14. " If ye are reproached for 
(M. or in) the name of Christ, blessed 
are ye, because the Spirit of glory and 
the Spirit of God resteth upon you." 

There can be no doubt that as we 
come in contact with unbelievers, as 
soon as they discover this, they will do 
all they can against us. But this is no 
reason for us to be cast down. Whatever 
the measure of suffering we may have to 
endure, we should in the suffering be 
encouraged, because it is a clear judge¬ 
ment of the unbeliever that we are not of 
them. It is the clearest evidence that 
the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God 
resteth upon us. 

It is a grand thing, as Moses saw, and 
much to be preferred, " to be evil-
treated with the people of God than to 

104 



enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season " 
(Hebrews xi. 25, R.V.). 

Verse 15. " For let none of you suffer 
as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil¬ 
doer, or as a meddler in other men's 
matters." 

There can be no rejoicing in these 
dreadful sins, for if we bear the name of 
Christian, we can bear no testimony for 
Him, and the probability is that we have 
no part with Him and are a professor 
and not a possessor, if we are guilty of 
these sins. 

The word used for this meddler is a 
compound word, " allotrios," which 
means belonging to another, and " epis-
kopos," one who takes the oversight. 
This does not suggest to me a slanderer 
or even a tattler, but rather, one of those 
conceited persons who think that they 
can manage other men's business better 
than they can themselves, and who love 
to advise and guide them. This is 
impudence. Most of us are credited 
with a wisdom that is beyond us, and 
we are frequently consulted. Our course 
is prayerfully to consider the problem, 
and say what we think right and proper. 
Frequently the advice is not followed, 
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but that need not be cause for our taking 
offence. 
, We must bear in mind that one who 
seeks for advice is simply desirous of 
getting another point of view, and, what¬ 
ever course he takes, we must remember 
that he has to bear the burden of a false 
step, hence he is quite justified in acting 
as he thinks best. 

Verse 16. " But if a man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 
let him glorify God in this name." 

This is a different matter altogether. 
There can be in the sight of a Christian 
no shame in this, but rather cause to 
rejoice, because of the opportunity it 
gives us. In the imperative mood it 
becomes a command in this trial, to 
glorify God. As I have read the records 
I have thought that I have seen two 
mistakes to be avoided. Some of the 
martyrs have been so anxious to obtain 
the martyr's crown, that their reply and 
manner irritated the judges, whilst others, 
in the face of torture, have recanted. 
It would not become us to blame either. 
Our course is clear, i.e., in the time of 
strain to be much in prayer. 

Verse 17. " For the time is come for 
judgement to begin at the house of God : 
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and if it begin first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the Gospel 
of God ? " 

This Scripture has always been a 
difficulty with me. I think the difficulty 
was brought about by not searching the 
Word with the view of searching out what 
Peter meant. We find that Peter, I 
think I may say like all the prophets 
who wrote, whether in the Old or New 
Testaments, was very familiar with what 
had been written by the others, which 
would probably, I think, have a formative 
effect on that which the Holy Ghost leads 
him to write. A good reference Bible 
is very valuable for this purpose. I 
looked carefully and prayerfully at each 
reference. The point I am seeking to 
discover is : What did Peter mean us to 
understand when he wrote, " The time 
is come for judgement to begin at the 
house of God? " 

The first reference I saw is to be 
found in Jer. xxv. 29. " For lo, I begin 
to work evil at the city which is called 
by My name, and should you be utterly 
unpunished ? " I think this will be 
sufficient for me to leave for your con¬ 
sideration what I think Peter meant. 

As we read history we note that from 
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time to time affairs come to what we 
term a " crisis/' which means that an 
enquiry has to be made, and things have 
to be adjusted. We who know a little, 
or think we do, of affairs at the time 
Peter wrote, know that within the Church, 
and without, things were not right. 

This is a very practical word. If God 
intervenes He will surely judge His people 
first. This should be full of suggestion 
to us. As I write, an incident comes to 
my mind which I will describe as clearly 
as I can remember. I was told what a 
brother had said about me. I felt 
indignant, and meant to have it out 
with him. When I cooled a little, I 
could see that there was a measure of 
truth in what he said. I asked him to 
wait behind. I could see he was quite 
prepared. I said, " I am told you 
said so-and-so." "Yes, I did." 
I replied, " I have been thinking it 
over and see that there is a measure of 
truth in what you said, and I wish to 
thank you." I was secretly amused at 
his astonishment. We were always good 
friends after this. It has been a good 
lesson to me. I am glad that he did not 
come to me directly. I was better able 
to deal with it after I had judged myself. 
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I have since thought that it is very 
possible that Britain is not always right 
and the foreigner always wrong. If 
the Lord finds it necessary to begin with 
us, who regard Him as our Saviour, 
because we desire to do His will, and 
yet puts things right with us, what can 
the end of those be who refuse to obey, 
for this is what the Greek word means. 

Verse 18. " And if the righteous is 
scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly 
and sinner appear ? " 

This verse appears to be a continuation 
of the previous verse, but with a little 
different aspect. If we get clearly in 
our minds what Peter means us to under¬ 
stand by "if the righteous is scarcely 
saved " we shall easily see the rest. 

I think we are back again to the old 
dispute between ecclesiastics, as I call 
them, and those like myself who 
believe in the sovereign grace of 
God. We must get clear ideas as to the 
words, " the righteous," " scarcely " 
and " saved." It would take a book to 
enter fully into this question. I hope 
just to lay before you the way I have 
accepted the words. I believe that the 
work of salvation began with me when 
as a young man of eighteen, through the 
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preaching at a Congregational Church. 
I saw that the Lord Jesus died for my 
sins on the Tree. It was done on my 
behalf, and I became a justified man in 
God's sight, for the question of sin and 
sins was there settled as far as I am 
concerned. I then became born from 
above, indwelt by the Holy Ghost, to 
walk with God down here. I stayed 
with them eight years, till their expres¬ 
sions as to Atonement and the Scriptures 
were such that I could have fellowship 
with them no longer. 

I am sure that my salvation includes 
more than I have just written, yet I can 
also say that I am being saved, and I 
think it is here where the word 
" scarcely " comes in. The word is an 
adverb and means " with difficulty/' 
scarcely, " hardly." We know that we 
are left down here that through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, in this scene 
where Christ is so hated and opposed, 
we may get an experience of our God, 
so peculiar that I cannot see how we can 
obtain the same even in heaven. The 
real secret of this difficulty is the fact 
that we still have our old nature, though 
we are being conformed to the image of 
Christ, each of us, personally. We would 
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probably agree as to the difficult path 
we walk in, and what little progress we 
make. And I am sure that, like the 
apostle Paul, we can say that by the 
grace of God I am what I am. 

We, however, know that ours is indeed 
a full salvation, and that it will go on till 
we are called home, and shall become 
like Him, for we shall then see Him face 
to face. What a prospect we have 
before us ! It is no wonder we love to 
sing: "Lord, I can see, by faith in 
Thee, a prospect bright, unfailing ; 
Where God shall shine, in light divine, 
in glory never fading. A home above, 
of peace and love, close to Thy holy 
Person. Thy saints shall there, see glory 
fair, and shine as Thy reflection." 

This is so, as far as the righteous are 
concerned, those who have been cleansed 
by the precious blood of Christ. But as 
to the ungodly and sinners, who are 
without God and obviously reject all that 
He offers them, they are without hope. 

Verse 19. " Wherefore let them also 
that suffer according to the will of God 
commit their souls in well-doing unto a 
faithful Creator." Suffering is a big 
subject. I, however, think that Peter 
has. in his mind the suffering that he has 
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brought before us from verse 12 of this 
chapter, especially verse 16, i.e., suffering 
as a Christian. In this case, they are 
to commit themselves to well-doing. 
We have a faithful Creator. I have no 
doubt that all, in such circumstances, 
would remember the exhortation of the 
Lord : " I say unto you, my friends, 
Be not afraid of them which kill the 
body and after that, they have no more 
that they can do " (Luke xii. 4). 

This actually is the end of the subject 
which Peter had in mind, and he leaves 
us resting ourselves in a faithful Creator. 
What a blessed privilege is ours to know 
that, let the way be trying and difficult, 
we have a faithful Creator ! Peter con¬ 
cludes this with a brief word as to 
committing our lives in right doing. 

Chapter V. 
Verse 1. " The elders therefore among 

you I exhort, who am a fellow-elder, 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
who am also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed." 

Here it is clear that Peter does not 
claim more than being a fellow-elder. 
He does not claim to be the head. There 
is only one Head, i.e., Christ. The 
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apostle Paul did not accept any other 
head. He withstood Peter to the face, 
see Galatians ii. 11. It is interesting 
to read what these so-called clerics say 
on these questions. My own judgement 
is that it is not Peter that they are 
seeking to uphold. They wish to justify 
their own position. When I looked into 
the Word many years ago, I saw no 
reason to alter my views. In December, 
1929, I wrote on Revelation. See my 
note on chapter ii. 6. I have been an 
Elder for over thirty years, and I have 
laboured for two things chiefly : to see 
that we have teachers who can instruct 
the flock, and to keep them in unity. 
In my eightieth year I am more sure 
than ever that " Christ is all," and we 
find that the first teachers, the apostles, 
magnified Christ, and not themselves. 
Here, I think, Peter was exhorting his 
fellow-elders to be stedfast in the faith. 
In view of the great persecution that 
had started, he knew, and we must know 
too, that any who occupy any position 
in the Church must live it, else some in 
the flock may stumble. 

He reminds them that he was a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ (Luke 
xxiv. 48), and that he is also " a partaker 
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of the glory that shall be revealed." 
Peter here, I think, considers that this 
is more than an equivalent for the 
sufferings. Let us look at it for a little. 
He is a partaker (this means sharing in 
common) of the glory about to be 
revealed. This last word is in the 
present infinitive passive. It is in the 
present that he is a partaker, yet not 
revealed, so that it is by faith that this is 
enjoyed. When we think of our future 
with Christ and see the future revealed 
in the Book of Revelation, what a 
wonderful sight we get ! We see His 
glories, and ourselves sharing them. 
What joy ! What comfort ! What a 
support in trial this gives ! Many 
Scriptures help, but I find John xiv. and 
Revelation iv. are the main ones with me. 

We see that this word is in the infinitive 
mood, hence Peter was assured it will 
last for ever. 

It is also in the passive voice, hence 
it is not what we do, but what God does 
for us, that counts. 

Verse 2. "Tend the flock of God 
which is among you, exercising the 
oversight, not of constraint but willingly, 
according unto God ; nor yet for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind." 
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This word "tend," I think, could be 
well translated;•'" shepherd," for it is 
not only the food that he has to look 
after, but everything that tends to the 
well-being of the flock, i.e., the flock 
which is in the Assembly with which 
we are connected, for it would not be 
desirous to interfere with another 
Assembly. This must not be of con¬ 
straint. No man, however high he may 
think he is, can command anyone to 
take this office; it must be taken 
willingly. He is glad to do this work 
because he sees it is a good work, and he 
sees that it is according to the will of 
the Lord, and not for filthy lucre. (See 
my note on I Tim. iii. 8). " But of 
a ready mind," i.e., promptly, cheer¬ 
fully, heartily. 

Verse 3. " Neither as lording it over 
the charge allotted to you, but making 
yourselves ensamples to the flock." 

It is very trying to see a man exalting 
himself. If we ever keep in mind that 
there is but one Lord, and if we ever 
seek to make ourselves a lord, in that 
measure we are supplanting Him. The 
office of an overseer demands of us that 
we make ourselves a sample; nothing 
is to be neglected that we have to look 
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after, and we should be all that Christians 
should be to one another. 

We must, however, discriminate be¬ 
tween the office and the work of an 
overseer. We may, and are almost sure 
to, make unpleasantness in interfering 
with the office, but to do the work of an 
overseer in certain directions commands 
love and respect, and, when a vacancy 
occurs, the office will not be far away. 
The personal attention to another saint 
is always agreeable and refreshing. 

Verse 4. " And when the chief 
Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall 
receive the crown of glory that fadeth 
not away." 

It is very nice to mind that Christ is 
also called the Good Shepherd, because 
He layeth down His life for the sheep. 
See John x. Here He is called the chief 
Shepherd, because He knows His sheep, 
and what each one doeth. When He 
comes to reward us for all that calls for 
reward, He gives each of us a crown that 
fadeth not away. He is also called in 
Hebrews xiii. 20 the Great Shepherd, 
because in the Resurrection He makes 
good to us all that we have been taught 
to expect, from the eternal covenant 
which He has sealed with His own blood. 
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Verse 5. " Likewise, ye younger, be 
subject unto the elder, yea, all of you, 
gird yourselves with humility, to serve 
one another : for God resisteth the proud 
but giveth grace to the humble." 

Personally, I do not think this verse 
refers to the presbytery, but to our 
general behaviour. It is seemly for the 
younger to give deference to the elder, 
though some young men are wise and 
some old men may be foolish. If a 
person is to be wise it will be as he 
advances in age. Romanists and their 
kindred would not agree with this. I 
had an aunt who was a Romanist. One 
of her hardest tasks concerned an old 
playmate of hers. He became a so-called 
priest, and she found a difficulty in 
calling him Father. Had she known 
the Bible, she would have known that 
she was acting in disobedience to the 
command of Christ. The teaching here 
is that generally the younger should 
treat the elder with respect, but it goes 
on to say that we are all to gird ourselves 
with humility, and to serve one another. 

When we look at the word used here, 
we cannot but think that Peter was 
thinking of John xiii. which tells of the 
time when Jesus took a towel and girded 
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Himself and washed the disciples' feet. 
Let us ever remember that God resist-

eth the proud. We may think we are 
somebody, or are very clever. If so, 
we surely know that we have nothing 
but what we have received. There is 
no doubt that some become proud, and 
that God opposeth them. Praise Him, 
He giveth grace to the humble. 

Verse 6. " Humble yourselves there¬ 
fore under the mighty hand of God, that 
He may exalt you in due time." 

I understand Peter to mean that if 
we are to humble ourselves the method 
must be to form in ourselves the habit 
of thinking with what a mighty God 
we have to do. It would never occur 
to us to make ourselves out to be great, 
whilst doing so. Whatever exalting of 
ourselves is to be done, we must leave it 
to Him. We should then never lose our 
balance, for it does not appear wise to 
adopt any other method, else we should 
soon be puffed up. 

Verse 7. "Casting all your anxiety 
upon Him, because He careth for you." 

If we have complied with verse 6 
there will be no difficulty here. Once 
possessed of the thought as to the 
greatness of our God, we shall be fully 
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assured for we know that He can never 
make a mistake. Therefore, with un¬ 
divided mind, knowing His intentions 
toward us, we can just leave everything 
to Him. 

Verse 8. "Be sober, be watchful; 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour ; " 

This word " sober" means " not 
intoxicated," not only with drink, but 
with anything else. The word " excited " 
is very close in meaning. We are to be 
sedate or quiet, and remember this is 
imperative, " Be watchful." This also 
is in the imperative mood. It is a most 
valuable disposition to acquire. What 
are we to watch ? I was about to say, 
Men and women and things. As a rule, 
men give a good indication before they 
are twenty-five, which course they are 
likely to pursue. Watch their lives. 
It will give us much wisdom. But 
especially, we are to watch the devil. 
" Like a roaring lion," i.e., a hungry 
one who is seeking whom he may devour. 
We are given to understand that now 
that people are better educated, the 
devil is supposed to be dead. A popular 
writer wanted to know who carried on 
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his work, for all watchers can see that 
there is plenty of devilry about. The 
Lord tells us to watch. See Matthew 
xxiv. 42. The reason why we should 
watch is because we know not the hour 
in which our Lord cometh. I think we 
shall agree when I say that the best way 
to watch is to see that every known duty 
is done. As a friend once told me, it 
is not with our noses at the window-pane 
that we are to look for the Master, but 
seeing to it that every thing has been 
attended to, and all made ready for His 
coming. In our Christian dispensation 
our hopes are very much occupied with 
His coming, as we shall then not only 
be taken up out of this scene, but we 
shall be like Him, and all together we 
shall be with Him for ever. Watching 
is indeed a wonderful subject for our 
consideration. 

Verse 9. " Whom withstand stedfast 
in your faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are (being M.) accomplished 
in your brethren who are in the world." 

The one whom we are to withstand is 
the one whom his dupes are supposed 
to believe does not exist. Peter, the 
writer of this epistle, knew better, for 
the Lord said to him : " Satan hath 
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desired to have thee, but I have prayed 
for thee." So we see that one of the 
methods the Lord adopted to withstand 
him was Prayer. Let us see that in this 
respect we follow our Lord, for Paul says, 
" As therefore ye received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk in Him " (Col. ii. 6). 
But here Peter brings before us a very 
important aspect of this question. We 
know what suffering we are passing 
through. The apostle reminds us that 
practically every saint that is in the 
world suffers through his devices so 
that, unless we, by being stedfast, resist 
him in the faith, we may stumble, and 
possibly cause other brethren to stumble. 
But if we do resist, what a real blessing 
we shall be to our brethren, and what a 
great joy it will be when we meet our 
Lord, to hear His " Well done." 

Verse 10. " And the God of all grace, 
who called you unto His eternal glory 
in Christ, after that ye have suffered 
a little while, shall Himself perfect, 
stablish, strengthen you " (M. and settle). 

I have mentioned more than once that 
the impression I have received through 
the reading of the Scriptures is that when 
God starts Eternity, that it will be with 
a free, intelligent people, who will love 
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Him for His own sake. One of the 
factors needed in His plan is that there 
must be a measure of suffering in it, and 
the apostle Peter's thought about this 
was the same as Paul's. See II Cor. 
iv. 17. That is, that the affliction 
compared with the glory is light. It 
is the God of grace who calls us into His 
eternal glory after that we have suffered 
a little while. 

The point that appeals to me is that 
Peter uses these three or as A.V. and 
margin has it, four verbs to give us an 
idea as to how sure our eternal state 
will be. There can be no misgiving in 
the eternal scene that there may be 
another fall. I have enjoyed looking 
at these verbs. The first, translated 
" perfect," says, thoroughly adjusted. 
To establish and to strengthen are 
well translated. The fourth, translated 
" settle " means to put in a fixed state. 
It is the verb for a foundation. As we 
meditate upon these words, they fill 
our hearts with such joy that we cannot 
fail to enter into the following :— 

Verse 11. "To Him be the dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

To appreciate this requires a careful 
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study of Revelation, for there we get 
the scene recorded. 

Verse 12. " By Silvanus our faithful 
brother, as I account him, I have written 
unto you briefly, exhorting and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God : 
stand ye fast therein." 

This Silvanus, better known to us by 
the contracted name of Silas, was a 
companion of Paul on some of his 
missionary journeys, and Paul's fellow-
prisoner at Philippi. He is called " one 
of the chief men among the brethren " 
(Acts xv. 22) ; " a faithful brother" 
here (I Peter v. 12) ; " a prophet," 
in Acts xv. 22. 

" This is the true grace of God " as 
I understand it, refers to the things 
written in this epistle, and is bound up 
with the two words exhorting and 
testifying. 

Verse 13. " She that is in Babylon, 
elect together with you, saluteth you ; 
and so doth Mark, my son." 

It appears that about this time the 
early church had two centres, one at 
Antioch and the other at Babylon. 
These were at one with each other, hence 
the salutation. It appears that some, 
such as Silvanus and John Mark, worked 
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in each section. As Peter speaks of 
Mark as his son, this is, I think, generally 
understood to mean that Peter was used 
in his conversion. Peter claimed no 
superior position. I cannot see any 
foundation for the statement that Peter 
went to Rome and died there. The 
Epistle to the Romans and the Acts of 
the Apostles prohibit such a statement. 
If any doubt this, prayerfully examine 
these books, with this statement in mind, 
and use your own judgement. Person¬ 
ally, I can quite see why the Papist 
Church fights for this so strenuously. 

Verse 14. " Salute one another with 
a kiss of love. Peace be unto you all 
that are in Christ." 

The word used for "kiss" is expressed 
by a friendly greeting. The best I 
have seen was in Morocco. A man 
places his left-hand on his heart, kisses 
his right, and throws it to his friend. 
The more I thought of it, the better I 
liked it for many reasons. On each 
occasion when the Lord visited His own, 
after the Resurrection, He said, " Peace 
be unto you." 

Blessed Saviour, we Thy waiting 
children, thank Thee with a full heart 
for this precious gift. Amen. 
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SECOND EPISTLE OF 
PETER. 

Chapter I. 

Verse 1. " Simon Peter, a servant 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them 
that have obtained like precious faith 
with us in the righteousness of our God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

It is interesting to note that Peter 
says he is a bondservant and an apostle. 
As far as the Church is concerned, I 
believe that an apostle is the highest 
position that he can attain to down here. 
I shall have to wait till we get home 
before it would be wise to suggest even 
that there may be a higher office. In 
my own judgement, Ephesians i. 18, 
19, appear to leave the door open for 
yet further advantages, but verse 21 
clearly says that whatever rule there may 
be, Christ is " far above all rule, and 
authority, and power, and dominion, 
etc." 
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I cannot but feel for the apostle in 
that he knows that he is a bond-servant 
even as the rest. This should indeed 
keep him humble. Even then, in keeping 
with Phil. ii. Christ will ever be supreme 
in humility as in everything else. 

Here we see he is not said to write to 
the twelve tribes, but to those that have 
obtained a like faith, which to me 
includes both Jew and Gentile. I cannot 
think Peter shut the Gentile out of the 
first epistle, for the Church is one body 
made up of Jew and Gentile. 

" Through the righteousness of God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

There are two distinct points here 
upon which it is most important to have 
God's mind. 

In these days the Atonement, by some 
is spoken of in language that I should 
not like to write. In my own judgement 
and faith, there is no remission of sins 
without the shedding of blood. The 
whole evidence of Scripture is over¬ 
whelming on this point, and I will but 
quote one : " I n whom we have our 
redemption through His blood, the for¬ 
giveness of our trespasses according to 
the riches of His grace." 

Now, apart from the law, a righteous-
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ness of God hath been manifested. It 
is this that makes a firm foundation 
for our^faith. 

The other point about which we must 
get, as far as possible, God's mind, is the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
think we must be careful to accept all 
that God has told us, but we must ever 
remember that " No one knoweth the 
Son save the Father" (See Matthew 
xi.) 

Some see here two persons in the Deity. 
Grammar allows but one. I have, 
principally in John, sought to show that 
when the Lord calls God His Father, 
He is speaking of Himself as the incarnate 
Christ. As an old Christian, I have to 
admit that there is something about the 
person of Christ that is beyond me. 
Matthew xi. explains that this is because 
of our limitations, and it does seem 
absurd for a creature ever to hope fully 
to comprehend his Creator. I think 
it will be interesting in what we term 
the eternal scene, to see what it will do 
for us. " This is Life Eternal, that they 
should know Thee, the only true God,, 
and Him whom Thou didst send, even 
Jesus Christ " (John xvii. 3). I cannot 
but feel that this gives us a bright and 
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satisfactory eternity. However, let us 
retain in our memories accurately all 
the statements the Word gives us as 
to the person of Christ, for these are 
surely ours now. 

Verse 2. " Grace to you and peace 
be multiplied, in the knowledge of God 
and Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Peter's prayer for us is that grace and 
peace be increased in us to the fullest 
possible extent, and this " in the know¬ 
ledge of God and of Jesus our Lord." 

This looks as though John xvii. 3 
was in Peter's mind as he wrote this. 
Our own experience of this fully confirms 
this. Only yesterday a dear friend 
called, whom I had not seen for some 
little time. I have known him over 
fifty years. For the first seventeen we 
worked together in the same room and 
mostly at the same bench, and we have 
always been in touch with each other. 
He told me wonderful stories of God's 
guidance, to which I could give some in 
return, and we parted both full of 
gratitude to God, for His kindness to 
us. Remember that every day should 
give us a further experience of God, and 
it is a grand thing to be able to recount 
our journey and get our lessons also. 
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Verse 3. " Seeing that His divine 
power hath granted unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him that 
called us by His own glory and 
virtue." 

The clearer our seeing is the better 
for us. Do we really see that God, by 
His divine power or nature, hath granted 
unto us everything we need that pertains 
unto life ? I think that here Peter 
is using this word as John uses it, that 
is, as our spiritual or eternal life, and 
includes all things that lead us to act 
and think as God would have us do. 
If we do, we shall take care to find out 
God's method and purpose and see that 
we are never turned aside. This He 
does by His knowledge with which He 
calls us by His own glory and character. 
This reminds us that Paul taught us the 
same in II Cor. iii. 18, only we must be 
careful here, and I Cor. xiii. 12 will help 
us. I have studied the original as well 
as possible, and I am satisfied the 
Authorised Version is correct. They 
translate it " glass." The Revised 
Version translates it " mirror," which 
to my mind is absurd. The argument 
in the scripture is that we gaze into the 
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glass (metonymy—for the Word or the 
Gospel), and as we gaze at the glory of 
Christ the Holy Ghost slowly, perhaps, 
translates us into His image, where as a 
mirror simply reflects the one who gazes 
into it or in front of it. Peter here says 
the Lord calls us by His own glory. 
It is the effect of gazing at the glory 
and virtue of Christ that leads us on. 

Verse 4. " Whereby He hath granted 
unto us His precious and exceeding great 
promises : that through these ye may 
become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruptions that is 
in the world by lust." 

By the previous verse it is clear that 
we have, by His divine power been 
granted all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness. These things, I under¬ 
stand, are contained in His great and 
precious promises. Having received 
them, we may share in common with 
Him His divine nature, having escaped 
from the corruptions that are in the 
world. This is very necessary if we are 
to enter into the joys of the redeemed. 

Verse 5. " Yea, and for this very 
cause, adding on your part all diligence, 
and in your faith supply virtue, and in 
your virtue knowledge ; " 
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Because of that which Peter has 
previously stated, which we clearly see 
are the things which God has given us in 
sovereign grace, we are also to do our 
part, which means that each of us accepts 
the responsibility of making these 
precious things our very own. We will 
now, for the next few verses, take a close 
view of what we may by God's help 
make our own. 

The first thing that we are to attend 
to is that we must be industrious. We 
must see to it that to our faith we must 
supply virtue. This word really means 
character. Anything that the Holy 
Ghost makes us to see is morally excellent. 
We have been told, in verse three, that 
God calls us by His own glory and virtue, 
so that nothing can be more simple to 
us than this, that our minds must be 
continually occupied with the glories 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and with the 
excellencies we see to be in His character ! 
This is common sense in a believer, for 
we know that God intends to conform 
us to the image of His Son, and His 
method is by vision. When we shall 
see Him, we shall be like Him because 
we shall see Him as He is. With this 
Scripture before us, we can boldly say 

131 



that '•' As we see Him, to that extent 
we shall be like Him here." 

Our next step is that we must " add 
to our knowledge in His virtue, know¬ 
ledge." 

I think that the knowledge of anything 
with which we have to do in our path 
of duty, is desirable, but with verse eight 
before me I cannot but think that Peter 
was thinking that the sum total of 
knowledge is all bound up in our 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
If the Lord will, we shall soon be at verse 
8, and God may open our eyes to 
see something in connection with this 
which at present we do not see. 

Verse 6. " And in your knowledge 
temperance ; and in your temperance 
patience ; and in your patience godli¬ 
ness." 

Having gained knowledge we must now 
see that we get temperance. This has 
been described as the middle course, 
which is correct as far as good things 
are concerned. It would, I think, be 
absurd to include bad things, and the 
use of the word used here confirms this. 
See I Corinthians, especially I Cor. 
ix. 25 : 
v,' " And in your temperance patience " 
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which means " to abide under," that 
is, to be able to endure pain or 
provocation, to keep calm. " And in 
your patience godliness," i.e., like God. 
We must remember how patient Christ 
was as a man. As God, His patience 
is marvellous. 

Verse 7. " And in your godliness 
love of the brethren ; and in your love 
of the brethren, love." 

This word, " love of the brethren " 
is brotherly love, really means a manifest 
token. We here shake hands, at least 
I do. Some, when they have the old 
or young, believing as they say in a hearty 
grip, allow the victim to go away in pain. 
It is rare that they get the second 
opportunity. We have to fall back on 
the Arab method. " And love." This 
is a different word ; it is the one that 
speaks of the great love of God that 
goes out to His own, His enemies, and 
animals. The apostle John says : "He 
that abideth in love abideth in God, and 
God in him " (I John iv. 16). This calls 
I Cor. xiii. to our minds, does it not ? 

Verse 8. " For if these things are 
yours and abound, they make you to 
be not idle nor unfruitful unto the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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This is verse 8 that I mentioned 
in connection with verse 5. I thought 
there was something more. I will but 
mention one thought that I see out of 
the two or three others, because it is 
very important (as believers), it is our 
bounden duty to acquire these virtues 
because they are our heritage, and the 
great purpose of these is not only to 
give us a blessing but to make us one, as 
it says : " They make us to be not idle 
nor unfruitful." If you find that you 
are not a blessing to others, practically 
you may well question the reality of 
having acquired your heritage. With 
one reminder of the Lord's words, I 
will pass on : " Every branch that 
beareth not fruit, He taketh away" 
(John xv. 2). 

Verse 9. " For he that lacketh these 
things is blind, seeing only what is near, 
having forgotten the cleansing from his 
old sins." 

This shows how serious it is for one 
who has professedly accepted Christ, 
but fails to grow into these graces, which 
he would certainly acquire if real life 
is his. This verse distinctly states that 
if he lacketh these things he is blind. 
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He could never have seen what the 
Christian faith stands for. 

" Seeing only what is near " (M. or 
closing his eyes). This I understand 
to mean that he is fully engaged in Church 
activities and is overlooking the real 
purpose of the Christian faith, i.e., to 
be conformed to the image of Christ. 
Having forgotten the cleansing from his 
old sins, had his acceptance of Christ 
been true, he would have known that 
" The blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanseth 
from all sin " (I John i. 7). But alas ! 
This man prefers to walk in darkness 
instead of the light, or Rev. vii. 14. 
" They washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb." 
The robes are what they wear, i.e., 
their character. These are made white 
by the blood of the Lamb, i.e., their 
acceptance of Christ must have been 
real. 

Verse 10. " Wherefore, brethren, give 
the more diligence to make your calling 
and election sure, for if ye do these things 
ye shall never stumble." -

This indeed is very important for us 
to be fully assured upon. Very few 
things will personally give us greater 
pleasure or make us safer, or be more 
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effective with others. All who knew the 
apostle Paul knew what he intended 
to be. Listen to what he says. 
" Knowing, brethren beloved, your 
election " (I Thess. i. 4 to the end). I 
remember when I was converted at 
eighteen years of age, that I left my 
situation and obtained a place at Blooms-
bury. I walked home. I lived in 
Hackney Road, Shoreditch. I passed a 
vacant piece of land known as the 
Triangle. There the people from the 
Hall of Science, Old Street, met to 
argue with those of the Christian 
Evidence Society. I used to stop to 
listen. When I felt the Christians had 
the best of it, I felt I could fly home the 
rest of the way. When I found that 
they did not get the best of it, my walk 
home was a dreary one. One such night, 
as I walked home, I heard a voice say. 
" He that putteth his hand to the plough 
and looketh back, is not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven." I looked around 
and saw no one there. Though I did 
not think actually that I heard an 
audible voice, it was very audible to me. 
I then knew it was the Lord. I said to 
Him, " Lord, from henceforth I will 
never seek to ascertain about the truth, 
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but will seek to get all that Thou hast 
for me." I was nineteen then. I am 
now past seventy-nine. I have met 
infidels, professors, men very high in the 
medical profession, lawyers, etc., but 
have never sought a conflict. I have 
always been satisfied that the Lord came 
to my assistance. As I look back, my 
life appears to me to be one that God has 
wonderfully blessed. In my seventieth 
year I began writing messages, and trust 
that, as I cannot now get about, God 
will continue to let me do so. I ever 
remember that, whether it be teaching, 
preaching or writing, I must seek to 
increase confidence in the Saviour. I 
found him at the age of eighteen, and 
have sought to please Him. Blessed 
God and Saviour, Thy word says, 
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
to-day and for ever." This gives me 
real comfort, for which I thank Thee. 
For as a Companion, Thou hast satisfied 
me. Amen. 

Verse 11. "For thus shall be richly 
supplied unto you, the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." 

If by the grace of God we can do the 
addition sum of verses 6 and 7, 
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we shall indeed be richly supplied for 
our entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus. Paul tells us in Col. 
i. 13 that this is called " the kingdom 
of the Son of His love." Then he opens 
up to our delighted eyes some of the 
wonderful attractions of this place. 

Here Peter tells us that it is an eternal 
kingdom. 

We must not confound this with the 
Millennium, for that is distinctly said 
to last for a thousand years, wherein 
God will make good to His Jewish nation 
all the promises God ever made to them. 
The persons who compose this kingdom 
are all the saints God has ever had, even 
the Jews who go through the Millennium. 
The Church, as we know it, is from 
Pentecost till we are caught up, till the 
Lord comes. These are married to Christ 
just before He leaves heaven, and are 
called " The Bride of the Lamb." The 
reason for this great honour is, I believe, 
that she is the only party of saints, 
as far as I can trace, that has ever been 
identified with Christ in His rejection. 

What unthinkable joys are before us, 
all who love the Lord ! 

Verse 12. " Wherefore I shall be 
ready always to put you in remembrance 
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of these things, though ye know them, 
and are established in the truth which 
is with you/' 

This is indeed a very practical word, 
and one that hits me, though not so 
much as it did, as I have found that 
others are as reluctant as I used to be, 
to take a subject more than once at the 
same place. To avoid that, I used to 
book my subjects. I will digress a little 
by telling of an incident which altered 
my course somewhat. I went to take 
some meetings at a place some miles 
away. I had been away on holiday 
for four weeks, and ever since I had 
ventured to speak openly, if opportunity 
presented itself. I sought to abound in 
the work of the Lord. It makes a 
holiday most enjoyable. I strongly 
recommend it to all. I have known 
some very capable preachers who say 
that they are away for a rest. I cannot 
understand wanting a rest from God's 
work. I have had to give up travelling 
about because I cannot, hence my 
writing. Let us all try for the " Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant." 
Note the happy result in the Scripture. 
I found that when I got home I was 
booked for four addresses. I had to be 
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at my business by day, so found it but 
just an hour before I was to catch the 
train. I looked through my book to 
see what I should take at this place. 
I decided to spend one evening with 
Jehoshaphat in prosperity, the second 
with Jehoshaphat in trouble. When I 
got to the station one said, " I am glad 
I caught you ; you left your Bible 
behind." I replied, " I am sorry, I will 
take something else." She said, " Don't 
do that ! " When I got into the train 
a lady friend that was with her said, 
" Mr. Knox, I am a stranger here. I 
have never been in the place before ; 
my friend was anxious that I should hear 
you, as I had been there so often, and 
I am sure it is of the Lord." She added, 
" I had a friend that I thought much of, 
and he asked me to marry him. I told 
him I could not, as I could only marry a 
Christian. He pleaded for some time, 
and we parted. After two years we 
met, and he asked again. I said I would 
consider it, and I made,up my mind to 
accept his offer, as he is such a nice man. 
But, after hearing you, before I left the 
place I determined that it must be 
' No,' for I can see husband and wife 
must be united on this point above all 
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others." When I got home I looked 
down my list, and found it was there, 
so I am persuaded the Lord was guiding. 

Here is what the apostle said : " I 
shall be ready always to put you in 
remembrance of these things, though 
ye know them, and are established in 
the truth which is with you." 

The apostle John said : " I have not 
written unto you, because ye know not 
the truth, but because ye know it " 
(I John ii. 21). 

Paul said, " But I write the more 
boldly unto you in some measure, as 
putting you again in remembrance, 
because of the grace that was given me 
of God " (Romans xv. 15). 

I think it comes to this, that whatever 
plans we make up, faults will be manifest, 
as I think will happen in anything that 
displaces the other Paraclete that the 
Lord has given to teach and to control 
us. 

Verse 13. " And I think it right, as 
long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up by putting you in remembrance." 

We saw, in the previous verse, that 
Peter intended to be always ready to 
stir them up, principally so that they 
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may acquire these virtues of verses six 
and seven. Here he states that whilst 
here he thought it right that he should 
continue to do so. But, my dear reader, 
what do you think about yourself ? 
Is it not our privilege to seek to incite 
our fellow-believers also. 

Verse 14. " Knowing that the putting 
off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly, 
even as the Lord Jesus Christ signified 
to me." 

If we turn to John xxi., we see that 
Christ did not state " swiftly," but 
when " thou shalt be old," so that I 
am inclined to think that he may have 
had another warning. However, it would 
not affect this question. Our Lord, as 
a general invitation, exhorted us to 
" Work whilst it is day, for the night 
cometh when no man can work." To 
an old man, life is very brief. We can 
readily see that " our days are like the 
post," so that, as we get old, it is an 
intimation that we cannot expect to be 
long here now. 

The effect it has on me is that I want 
to do everything at once. This is very 
important, especially in these days of 
motor-cars and planes. 

Verse 15. " Yea, I will give diligence 
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that at every time ye may be able after 
my decease to call these things to 
remembrance." 

The friends I associate with believe 
that the Lord may come at any moment. 
Others bring this and similar texts to 
show that that cannot be. When I 
hear these talk, personally I think it is 
that they do not want Him to come, and 
this is a very serious state of soul to 
have. Among all my friends I know of 
none who would say that that meant 
that Christ would be likely to come before 
Peter died. We simply mean that we 
know of no event that must take place 
before He comes. We are not told when 
He will come, but we know it will be 
sudden, and we are all so anxious to see 
Him that we hope it will be now. 
Whether it is for His saints, or with them, 
we are assured that after the event, if 
we critically examine the time, we shall 
see that it will be the due time, i.e., His 
ways are perfect. 

His reason for writing thus, we shall 
see, if we recall what he has written for 
our remembrance. If we do, it will make 
our lives bright and happy. 

Verse 16. " For we did not write 
cunningly devised fables, when we made 
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known unto you the power and the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eye-witnesses of His majesty." 

I do not suppose that Peter would 
object to fables. The only fable that 
I remember in the Scripture is Jotham's 
fable of the trees electing their king, 
which is full of divine wisdom, though 
none can possibly be led astray by it. 
I remember that as a lad I had Aesop's 
fables given me. I understand that he 
told these to his master's children. They 
have come down to us because of their 
practical wisdom, but God, in His Word, 
had something far better in His mind. 
His object was our salvation, and, to 
bring this about, He gave His Son to 
die for us, and to give us such a knowledge 
of Him that to know Christ is to fill our 
hearts with joy. Peter definitely states 
that he was, with others, an eye-witness 
of His majesty. The value of a witness 
is the credibility of his testimony. We 
who have accepted can affirm that, to 
use a common term, it works, i.e., that 
the Word of God gives us peace and joy. 

Verse 17. " For He received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to Him from the 
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excellent glory : This is My beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased." 

Peter here recalls his wonderful 
experience on the Mount of Trans¬ 
figuration, and it will be well for you, 
dear reader, to refresh your minds by 
reading the accounts in the various 
Gospels and comparing them with 
Matthew iii. 17. Apart, and in addition 
to what we may learn by reading these 
accounts, I personally think that God 
granted them this vision in the presence 
of Moses—the Law, and Elijah—the 
prophets, and the threefold testimony 
of the apostles, first, to preserve and 
fortify them against the shock of seeing 
their beloved Saviour crucified. As we 
read the narrative we can gather some 
impression by what the two on the way 
to Emmaus told the supposed stranger ; 
and further, there is the confirmation 
of their testimony to us in their epistles. 
I think I can say that the believer would 
accept their testimony readily, and the 
testimony of the learned, the great, or 
any other the devil may send along, would 
have no weight with them. 

Verse 18. " And this voice we our¬ 
selves heard come out of heaven, when 
we were with Him in the holy Mount." 
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This testimony of three such men 
should be most convincing. Especially 
at the end of a long life we can also say 
with God, that we also are well pleased 
with our dear Saviour ; meaning the 
same Person that the voice referred to. 

Verse 19. " And we have the word of 
prophecy made more sure ; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
lamp shining in a dark place until the 
day dawn, and the day-star arise in 
your hearts." 

When we read the prophetic word we 
first feel anything but sure, and the 
various schools of thought confound us 
very much as we meet with men who 
seek to cram their views upon us. Note, 
that this is accusation, hence we are to 
make it sure. How are we to do this ? 
Our instructions are to " take heed." 
Remember, that if Christ is our Saviour 
there is no need to make a task of it. 
Keep on daily ; make a feast of it. 
First, we must talk to the Lord about 
it. We do not want a stranger's voice. 
Then we must be cautious ; we must not 
be in a hurry to come to a conclusion ; 
we must let it grow. For help, I get 
an English Dictionary. I use Chamber's 
published 1891. I have also Lloyds, 
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seven volumes. My experience is that a 
small dictionary is more concise, and 
that is what we want. I use Morris' 
Greek grammar, and Bagster's analytical 
Greek dictionary. I have several others, 
but prefer this to the others. But, after 
everything is said, read your Bible. 
If you can use the Greek and Hebrew 
at all, do so. Remember you are a 
learner. My method is to avoid subjects. 
I have noted generally that they make 
the Bible a jumble. Read the Bible as 
it was given to us, i.e., in books. The 
plan I adopt you can gather by my 
writings. I am satisfied to take one 
verse per day, leaving Sunday out : 
this means three hundred per year. 
These two epistles of Peter contain 176 
verses, so that you can have three 
hundred feasts per year. In their turn 
you will meet every subject, and so by 
this method you get the balance of truth. 
What you write, put in an exercise-book, 
and if possible, get it typed. Above all, 
ever be guided by the Holy Ghost, the 
Vicar of Christ. 

By the figure of a lamp, Peter was 
evidently thinking of David, who said, 
" Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path " (Psalm cxix. 105). 
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If you adopt the plan I have suggested 
you will speedily get an experience of 
what a wonderful lamp it is. Whether 
it is our home life, our business life, our 
church life or our national life, whatever 
its beams shine upon, it dispels the 
darkness. Here Peter is thinking of the 
prophetic word. Here he tells us to 
keep on till the day dawn and the day-
star arise in your hearts. 

Christ speaks of Himself as the Morning 
Star (Rev. xxii. 16). Some think these 
two expressions mean the same. Person¬ 
ally, I am with those who think the 
Morning Star refers to His coming for 
His saints, and the other when He comes 
with His saints. 

Verse 20. " Knowing this first, that 
no prophecy of Scripture is of private 
interpretation." 

In all our thinking we are to know 
this first, that we must never get away 
from our mooring, else there is no 
knowing whither we may drift to. The 
Word of God was given by the Holy 
Ghost, not for any particular person or 
Assembly, but for all God's saints, and 
Christ gave us the Author to dwell 
within us to be our guide and teacher. 

We can be sure that the wayfaring 
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man, though a fool, will not err therein 
if he but trusts the Word and its Author. 
We must, says Peter, be moored here. 

Verse 21. " For no prophecy ever 
came by the will of man : but men 
spake from God, being moved by the 
Holy Ghost." 

Isaiah taught this great and simple 
truth. Isa. ii. 22. It is God only that 
can really teach. " Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein 
is he to be accounted of." It is true 
that the Holy Ghost has used men to 
deliver His message. We then can 
do no other, and all people born again 
can accept it, but a false prophet is 
easily detected by God's people if they 
are in contact with the Lord. 

Chapter II. 

Verse 1. " But there arose false 
prophets also among the people, as 
among you also there shall be false 
teachers, who shall privily bring in 
destructive heresies, denying even the 
Master that bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction." 
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The difference between a prophet and 
a teacher, I think, is this. A prophet 
delivers his message, whether by voice 
or by writing, by a " Thus saith the 
Lord," whereas a teacher explains and 
opens up these messages. A prophet 
is viewed as building up the Assembly ; 
a teacher as an instructor. In Peter's 
time, especially after Pentecost, the 
Church was practically built; very little 
more was to be done. As to prophets, 
it would be wise to read Deut. xiii., 
and for teachers, read Acts xx. I think 
a false prophet may be described as 
meaning an idolater, whereas a false 
teacher, judging by II Peter iii. 3 has 
for his principal thought gain, and the 
holding of a good position. 

" Who shall privily bring in destructive 
heresies." This is a present fact. To 
look around us, it is very serious what we 
hear or read in this respect. 

" Denying the Master that bought 
them." Even though the Lord said, 
" No one knoweth the Son, save the 
Father," I have for a long time seen 
that this denial has a twofold direction, 
first as to His Person ; they deny His 
Deity. The second, as to His atoning 
work. The readers may say that they 
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know other directions. I may probably 
agree with them, but I reply that when 
these two are denied there is little or 
nothing to value. 

"Bringing on themselves swift destruc¬ 
tion." It is important to note well that 
their punishment is brought upon them 
by their own folly. God delights in 
mercy, and willeth not that any should 
perish, and I have thought the sting of 
their punishment springs from the fact 
of the many agencies brought to bear 
upon them to save them. These have 
been rejected till the door is shut and 
it is then too late. Dear reader, I do 
pray thee to get alone with God, and 
settle this question finally. You will 
never regret it. 

Verse 2. " And many shall follow 
their lascivious doings, by reason of 
whom the way of the truth shall be evil 
spoken of." 

Here is brought before us one of the 
evil consequences of false teachers. They 
give way to lascivious doings, and 
apparently some of their followers 
perhaps go further than their teachers. 
The Greek word for " lascivious" 
properly means outrageous conduct, and 
so they bring discredit on the way of 
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truth. In our conversation, our instruc¬ 
tions are clearly to have nothing to do 
with such, else we shall find that the love 
and obedience that we should have for 
and to Christ is given to others, most 
likely to self. 

Verse 3. "And in covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make merchand¬ 
ise of you ; whose sentence now from 
of old lingereth not, and their destruction 
slumbereth not." 

There are two points in this verse 
brought before us. There are men who, 
in covetousness, with feigned words make 
merchandise of us. As we remember 
this, and read Scripture, we are clearly 
taught that there are differences in men. 
Now we must be very much before the 
Lord and continually in His presence, 
before we can judge others. We can 
leave such to the Oversight. We have 
access to our own hearts, also to our 
own thoughts. We can seek by God's 
grace to see that we do not desire to be 
puffed up ; also that we do not consider 
the gospel a way of gain. It is, indeed, 
a sad sight to see Christians leaving their 
calling, where their example is so 
necessary, in order to live upon their 
brethren. My experience is that they 

152 



soon begin to lose their value. We know 
there are special exceptions. It will, 
I am sure, be better to let the experienced 
brethren judge. The second point is 
for us to remember that the Lord saved 
us for His service, not for us to spend 
our lives according to what we desire. 
This verse pulls us up sharply. Is it 
Christ we want to serve, or self ? Let 
us remember that our destruction 
slumbereth not, should we choose to 
serve self instead of Christ. 

Verse 4. " For if God spared not 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and committed them to 
pits of darkness to be reserved unto 
judgement." 

When we read this and like verses in 
Peter, we feel we must read Jude again. 
They both bring out the solemn truth 
that there is a great division among 
men. Some are kept for Jesus Christ; 
others are reserved for judgement. We, 
as believers, know that we are saved by 
God's sovereign grace, without merit on 
our part. 

As I have passed along my way, I 
cannot help noticing that it is evident 
that some have the same sort of hatred 
and rebellious spirit that Satan and the 
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devils have towards Christ. It is indeed 
a terrible state, for without doubt, as 
we gaze into the Word of God and behold 
the glory of the Lord, we see that " He 
is chief among ten thousand and 
altogether lovely." 

I used to write in my copy-book at 
school that " Procrastination is the thief 
of time." I cannot state the number 
I have seen that have been seriously 
crippled in the business world for want 
of decision of character. I am of the 
opinion now that there are a greater 
number that are lost, not because of any 
hostility towards Christ, but because 
there is something in their lives that 
makes them put off decision for Christ 
till some future day. I have thus come 
to the conclusion that procrastination 
is not only the thief of time, but of 
eternity also. 

Verse 5. " And spared not the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah with seven 
others, a preacher of righteousness, when 
He brought a flood upon the world of the 
ungodly." 

This happened at the end of the 
dispensation of the individual, though I 
readily admit that it has not passed 
away; for God, all through the ages 
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wanted each individual to decide for 
himself, and to walk with Him. It is 
true to-day. However, we do see that 
after the Flood God brought family life 
in. His decision was, as He gazed upon 
the mass of mankind, " And He saw 
that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth; and every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually " (Genesis vi. 5). The 
thought that has ever cheered me, in 
connection with this wholesale wicked¬ 
ness is, " But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord." Just this solitary 
grain of corn, but he did not escape 
God's eye, and God saved him and his 
family. What a cheering thought is 
this ! However solitary our path may 
be, " He knows, He cares." 

Verse 6. " And turning the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes con¬ 
demned them with an overthrow, having 
made them an example unto those that 
should live ungodly." 

The stories we get about the moral 
condition of these cities are dreadful, 
and we cannot help thinking their over¬ 
throw was a great boom to the rest of 
the world. But the term ungodly is 
not confined to any particular condition. 
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It applies to those who live without 
God, however educated and moral they 
may be. However, there is more to 
to come. We must remember that God 
made man with the intention that men 
should love Him, walk with Him and 
be guided by Him, so that to be ungodly 
entirely opposes God's will for us. 

Verse 7. " And delivered righteous 
Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious life 
of the wicked. 

Verse 8. " For that righteous man 
dwelling among them in seeing and 
hearing vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their lawless deeds." 

I was astonished when I first read the 
epistle of Peter to find Lot described 
as a righteous man. As far as the 
records go, in Genesis I could not find 
anything to suggest it. However, the 
apostle Peter tells us that he was. I 
am not writing on Genesis, else I would 
try and deal with several points I see 
there. However, we have now dis¬ 
covered that he was a righteous man, 
so we can look at Lot from a new point 
of view and pick up the lessons that God 
intends us to learn. 

We now see that Lot is a righteous 
man in God's sight, but, alas, he studied 
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his own supposed advantage. When 
Abraham, in order to maintain their 
testimony for God, suggested that they 
separate, he gave Lot the choice. Had 
Lot been of a right spirit, I think he 
should have said, " Oh, no, uncle. God 
gave you the call. The choice is yours." 
But not he. Most of us, probably, 
think that he took advantage of 
Abraham's generosity. He looked around 
and saw how lovely and fertile it was, 
and with his covetousness he thought it 
was the garden of the Lord. I think 
that many of us would naturally think 
that its moral tone must be right, to 
give it such a title. However, he pitched 
his ' tent nearer still. He apparently 
got what he wanted, riches and honour, 
for he sat in the gate, i.e., he was made a 
magistrate. He had got more than he 
could have hoped for when he started 
out, but God gave him a clear note. It 
tells us that his righteous soul was vexed 
from day to day by their lawless 
behaviour. It is quite certain that God 
never intended that any of His own 
should be vexed daily. It was a clear 
call to get out, but he would not hearken. 
But God had him out, and a disgraceful 
event it was in his life. r 
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Verse 9. " The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation, 
and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment unto the day of judgement." 

The writer of this verse had a big 
experience of trial under every circum¬ 
stance, and he ultimately died a martyr. 
Further, the Lord had told him that he 
should be, and yet he can write in such a 
way. Listen to what another warrior 
and martyr writes : The apostle Paul 
writes in I Cor. x. 13, " There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as man 
can bear, but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will, with the 
temptation, make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it." 

During the Great War I used to write 
a monthly letter to our young men who 
were out in various parts of the world 
fighting for their country. I will just 
mention two. One was a lorry-driver, 
taking munitions, food, etc., to the front 
lines. After writing about his experi¬ 
ence, he said, " It's a rough way, but 
I know the end will be all right." The 
other one was in the heavy artillery. 
The order came to retreat, and he said 
to the officer, " I have this shot left, 
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shall I let them have it, s i r?" The 
officer replied, " Yes." He said it 
seemed dreadful to leave those beautiful 
guns. They made a hole to sleep in 
that night, with sacking over the mouth. 
Whilst lying there, he was thinking 
about Jephthah's vow. Did he kill his 
daughter? He asked me to let him 
know what I thought of it. I can say 
that to them death was an incident. 
Most of them came back, rejoicing in the 
Lord, but none like to speak about their 
experiences. 

Verse 10. " But chiefly them that 
walk after the flesh in the lust of defile¬ 
ment, and despise dominion, daring, self-
willed, they tremble not to rail at 
dignities." 

The previous verse told us two things 
that God knows. The first was how to 
keep the godly out of temptation. This 
verse deals with the second part, i.e., 
how to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment unto the day of judgement. 
The chief thing that we are told is to 
keep them who walk after the flesh under 
restraint for punishment. What black 
ingratitude it is for any to be indifferent 
to God's claims. What God is wanting 
from us is our love and affection, but 
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these are callous, daring and self-willed, 
and not afraid to rail at dignities. 

Verse 11. " Whereas angels, though 
greater in might and power, bring not a 
railing judgement against them before 
the Lord." 

Jude ix. actually gives us a case in 
point. Michael the Archangel in carry¬ 
ing out a command of the Lord, found 
himself in conflict with Satan. He 
" durst not bring against him a railing 
accusation, but said, ' The Lord rebuke 
thee.' " When the soldiers came to John 
the Baptist, he said to them : "Be 
ye content with your wages." We must 
remember that John the Baptist was 
not a secretary to a Trade Union. 

Verse 12. " But these as creatures 
without reason, born mere animals, to 
be taken and destroyed, railing in matters 
whereof they are ignorant, shall in their 
destroying surely be destroyed." 

This is fundamental, born mere animals 
(R.V.M. says " natural "). I have seen 
this disputed. The word used is " aloga," 
and the Dictionary quite satisfies me. 
In fact, all Scripture by direct statement 
or by implication teaches me the necessity 
of the new birth, and my own experience 
fully confirms it. As we read our news-
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papers how frequently we get conte-
temptuous remarks made by men about 
the Christian faith. These remarks have 
no effect upon a believer, because he 
knows the truth. 

Verse 13. " Suffering wrong as the 
hire of wrong-doing ; men that count it 
pleasure to revel in the day-time, spots 
and blemishes revelling in their love-
feasts, while they feast with you." 

What a wholesome and also what a 
revolting picture we get here ! Take the 
first. We find that these people, even 
down here, who do wrong to others, as 
soon as weakness manifests itself in 
them, have every possible advantage 
taken of them. This is their wages. 
It is a pleasure, apparently, for those who 
do it. They call it, " getting their own 
back." Any help the sufferers may get 
is given by other people who are kind; 
The other picture is equally unpleasant. 
The people whom unfortunately we have 
seen and about whom we have read in 
the papers, invite others to their love-
feasts, and the spots and blemishes. 
We can easily call to mind some of the 
things we have heard. If their friends 
can be induced to bet or gamble, they 
speedily become their victims. How 
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thankful to the Lord I am, that when I 
accepted Him as my Saviour, He placed 
me among His people, all of whom are 
princes. I saw immediately that my 
instructions were that I was to make 
friends of no others. After sixty years' 
experience of having followed my instruc¬ 
tions, I have learned to love them. 
I have no regrets as far as they are 
concerned, and when they have been 
called home, my joy is the thought 
of a renewal of their friendship, where 
there is none of the other sort. 

Verse 14. " Having eyes full of 
adultery, and that cannot cease from 
sin ; enticing unstedfast souls ; having a 
heart exercised in covetousness ; children 
of cursing." 

This is very strong language, but if 
I wonder if it is not over-stated, I have 
only to read the press news, and note 
the number of murders, divorces, thefts, 
and other sorry tales of those who are 
truly lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God. What a revelation is the epistle 
of James on this subject ! Perhaps the 
Lord may spare me to write on this, but 
it is better if we will prayerfully read it. 
I am sure that education apart from 
Christ is like a rope of sand. I am sure 
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that to know God and His Christ, to 
make Him our friend, guide and 
counsellor and to know the value of His 
atoning work, is the one and only path. 

Verse 15. " Forsaking the right way, 
they went astray." I have refreshed 
our minds as to the right way, for it is 
the only way. We have our attention 
called to a very dangerous way : " Hav¬ 
ing followed the way of Balaam the son 
of Beor, who loved the hire of wrong¬ 
doing." It will be found very helpful 
prayerfully to give attention to his 
history, which is given us in Numbers 
xxii., xxiii., xxiv. and xxxi. It is strange 
that I have been a Christian for sixty 
years and yet I only remember one 
preacher, Mr. George Hucklesby, who 
seriously took it up. He gave a series 
of ten addresses upon it, and very 
profitable they were. He called it " The 
Parables of Balaam." We have the 
formation of bogus companies, men in 
responsible positions, inciting people to 
war, etc. These are present-day forms 
of how the principle works. There is 
just one point about Balaam I should 
like to bring before you. He said, " Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his." But alas ! 
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it was not so, because he wanted to get 
rich quick. "But they that desire to 
be rich fall into a temptation and a 
snare and many foolish and harmful 
lusts, such as drown men in destruction 
and perdition " (I Tim. vi. 9). 

Verse 16. " But he was rebuked for 
his own transgression : a dumb ass spake 
with man's voice and stayed the mad¬ 
ness of the prophet." 

This would be difficult to believe, if 
like some people, we had the conception 
of a little God. But give me the con¬ 
ception of an almighty God, and the 
difficulties vanish. 

I remember, as a young Christian, I 
came across some who thought that they 
were superior, and discredited the 
miracles. I felt that I must face it. 
I saw that the resurrection of Jesus is 
in reality the foundation of the Christian 
faith, and that it was the greatest of all 
miracles. If I can believe that, and we 
must, if we are to have anything at all, 
it is the most wonderful of all the 
miracles. Again, if we look quietly at 
many of our prayers, we can see that 
it would require a miracle to answer 
some of them. 
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What an unspeakable mercy it is that 
God does so intervene in our lives. 

Verse 17. " These are springs without 
water, and mists driven by a storm, for 
whom the blackness of darkness hath 
been reserved." 

Read what I wrote about Jude xii. 
There it was clouds without water; 
here it is springs without water. There 
we saw by quotations that clouds without 
water means those that boast of a false 
gift. Here it means that the springs 
are dried up. I remember a missionary 
said that he, with others, determined 
to walk across a desert in Australia. 
I asked him how he found his way. He 
said that they had a wire that they had 
to follow. It was very trying to do so, 
and in times of strain he had seen people 
get wire madness. To get away from 
the wire they wander off, only to leave 
their bones to bleach in the desert sun. 
He said they pressed on till they came 
to a place where on the map springs 
were marked, but they were dried up. 
They had to press on, as it was death to 
stay behind, till they came to a place 
marked " River." That was dried up 
too, but here and there were little pools 
of water covered with a grass weed. 
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They carefully removed that, then boiled 
the water, till they thought everything 
harmful was killed. Then they boiled 
tea in it, and drank it. Then, after a 
little, the horses got excited, and one 
remarked that the horses probably smelt 
water. They let the horses have their 
way, and they came to water and were 
safe. The brother who told this story 
was J. T. Leafe. I have written this 
from memory. 

This is the figure Peter used. I have 
looked to the Lord to make me under¬ 
stand the figure. I think it must mean 
that the figure " water " is used of the 
Word and the Spirit. I cannot but feel 
what a wholesome lesson it is to us all. 
We must walk in the Holy Spirit and the 
Word if we are to provide refreshment 
to our beloved and precious saints. 

" And mist driven by a storm." Mists 
have a good side. They bring moisture, 
but when driven by a storm, to see is 
hopeless. 

Verse 18. " For uttering great swelling 
words of vanity, they entice in the lusts 
of the flesh, by lasciviousness those who 
are just escaping from them that live in 
error." 

In these days this makes us think of 
166 



megalomaniacs in the political world, 
though I can only think here it would 
refer to the religious world. I cannot 
say the Christian world, for all Christians 
have their hope and centre in God. But 
in every age and country people claim 
occult powers. My experience is that 
we are better without their help, and 
I do not know of any coming to a good 
end. 

When the Creator came down here 
in the form of man, He was the humblest 
of all, and told us to "Learn of me, for I 
am meek and lowly." My experience 
is that none are so popular as these, or 
so happy. The other sort are despised 
by the reasonable man, and those who 
are carried away with their supposed 
grandeur become a great curse to their 
fellow-men. 

Their victims are those who have made 
perhaps even a decision for Christ, but 
alas ! these have not been rooted and 
grounded in the truth. To put it as 
the apostle Peter, they are just escaping 
from error. 

Verse 19. " Promising them liberty, 
while they themselves are bondservants 
of corruption : for of whom a man is 
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overcome, of the same is he also brought 
into bondage." 

Here, I understand, the apostle Peter 
wants us to be on the alert about those 
that would lead us astray. They 
generally talk as though they had found 
a wonderful liberty, whereas he says 
these are " bond-servants of corruption." 
By this I understand him to mean 
that we must carefully consider the 
manner of life of those that would seek 
to lead us on to another course. If we 
adopt their views, our morality will be 
impaired as theirs, and so we lose the 
righteousness which is ours, if we really 
are one with Christ. 

Verse 20. " For if, after they have 
escaped the defilements of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ they are again 
entangled therein and overcome, the last 
state is become worse with them than 
the first." 

This is very serious indeed. If we 
keep our eyes open, how manifest this 
becomes. As we pass along our way, 
some appear to be walking well, but 
manifest a fault. After a time this so 
develops that they become worse than 
they ever were before, if I may so term 
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it, their reformation. I have seen this 
with smoking, drinking, quick temper, 
covetousness, etc. They become so bad 
that it is painful to be in their company. 
We can readily see then how true is 

Verse 21. " For it were better for 
them not to have known the way of 
righteousness than, after knowing it, 
to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered unto them." 

We have seen the truth of this in at 
least two directions. Some have at times 
remorse or regrets, but are so enslaved 
that they have lost all desire to alter. 

Verse 22. " It has happened unto 
them according to the true proverb : 
The dog turning to his own vomit again, 
and the sow that had washed to wallowing 
in the mire." 

Here is the answer to a problem that 
has puzzled many of us. We have 
known those that, as far as we could see, 
were out and out in the service of the 
Master, yet they forsake the old path 
and the Saviour. The one that I have 
in mind is now an old man, and he has 
been out of the way quite thirty years. 

To use the figure used here, he was 
not a sheep at all, but a dog or sow. 
Now we know that a dog is a faithful and. 
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constant friend. A fanner once told 
me that if left to themselves, pigs are 
cleaner than any other animals. The 
figure is of the sheep, a clean animal 
fit for human consumption, whereas 
the dog and sow are not, hence, I think, 
the teaching here is that this failure is 
due to the fact that though perhaps 
not far from the kingdom, they were not 
really born again, hence never became 
partakers of the divine nature. 

Chapter III. 

Verse 1. " This is now, beloved, the 
second epistle that I write unto you ; 
and in both of them I stir up your sincere 
mind by putting you in remembrance." 

There are many objections by some of 
the so-called learned men as to the 
spuriousness of this epistle. The writer 
here actually declares that he did write 
both, and I have always believed him, 
and never more so than now. He 
declares that his purpose is to " Stir 
up your sincere mind by putting you in 
remembrance." 

Of those who desire to be loved by the 
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saints, I have met more than one who 
gave himself to this ministry. They 
could not really attempt to preach or 
teach, but would commit many Scriptures 
to their minds, and as one met them they 
would say they were just thinking and 
would quote the Scripture they were 
appreciating. The qualification for this 
ministry is that one must delight himself 
in the Scripture. The advantage is that 
those who know them will obtain such a 
vividness of the Scripture that they 
never had before. 

Verse 2. " That ye should remember 
the words which were spoken before 
by the holy prophets, and the command¬ 
ment of the Lord and Saviour through 
your apostles." 

" That ye should remember the words, 
etc." This means to commit to memory. 
This gives advantages. What a joy 
it is to hear just the reading of the 
Scripture, if well done. I remember 
once a brother came to preach. After 
the meeting, one in the Assembly came 
to me and said it was worth twenty 
shillings to hear a chapter read like that. 
I said that he never read it. " Why, 
I have just heard him read it," he said, 
" He read the fifty-third chapter of 
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Isaiah" (A.V.). '.' Yes," I said, " I 
was on the platform, and the book he 
read from was a R.V. He opened it 
upside down, and it was at Ezekiel." 
We are not only to remember the words 
of the holy prophets, which we find full 
of joy and instruction, but the command¬ 
ments of the Lord and Saviour. This 
means that we must obey them, which 
alone means certainty, safety and enjoy¬ 
ment. 

Verse 3. " Knowing this first, that 
in the last days mockers shall come with 
mockery, walking after their own lusts, 
i.e., desires." 

It is a great advantage in meeting a 
difficulty, to expect one. When I have 
heard people speaking against the things 
that we surely believe, the sting in them 
disappeared when I have seen that we 
were told these things would be. In 
fact, it strengthens our faith, because 
we can see that they had eyes in front 
and could read the future. 

Verse 4. " And saying, Where is the 
promise of His coming ? for from the day 
that the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation." 

Our hope, as far as this scene is 
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concerned, is undoubtedly the Lord. 
How often do those who appear to us, 
and in whom we have our greatest 
confidence, cheer us when passing 
through times of trouble, by reminding 
us how desirable all things will be when 
He rules. Our prayers and songs show 
how full our hearts are of this blessed 
hope. But the promise is not fulfilled 
yet. When thinking along this line, 
I have wondered if it would improve 
matters if we represented Him more 
faithfully. The trouble is that the world 
judges the professed Church as one, 
and the test is our behaviour. Hence 
they are made to stumble. There is no 
question but that, for one reason or 
another, some do hate Christ and 
practically all that are His. And as to 
His coming again, they simply treat 
it with contempt, and say, all things are 
continuing as they were from the 
beginning of the Creation. Now this is 
absurd on the face of it, for how small is 
our experience. 

Verse 5. " For this they wilfully 
forget, that there were heavens from of 
old, and an earth compacted out of water 
and amidst water, by the word of God." 

I think it must be common knowledge 
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to all, of the immense amount of water 
that there is in the heights, and also in 
the depths. From time to time we 
hear of the immense amount of floods 
in China and also in America, so that the 
story we get in the Word of God of the 
flood in the time of Noah gives no 
difficulty to the believer, who believes 
that God is almighty. 

I cannot but see that the reason of 
their unbelief is, so the apostle says, 
they wilfully forget. In plain language, 
they tell us that they do not want it. 
It is not as some of them would have us 
believe what clever people they be. We 
are told in the Gospels, when the king 
made a great feast, those who were 
invited made all sorts of paltry excuses 
to stay away. Those who are saved are 
so because they want to be. 

Believe me, to be lost or saved, is not 
an intellectual question, but a moral 
one. I am so glad that the Lord said, 
" Suffer the children to come unto Me, 
forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." I quite believe 
that He includes children of any age. I 
also think He loves all those whom we 
think are mighty in intellect provided 
that they are clothed with humility. If 
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they are what I have heard described 
as " gas-bags," He deals with them, 
very shortly ; their breath is in their 
nostrils. 

Verse 6. " By which means the world 
that then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished." 

I have from time to time considered 
this scene, and have often thought how 
different they must have been after 
God shut the door. It may have 
appeared to them fine fun, till then, to 
scoff and jeer, but the shutting of the 
door made all the difference. 

Verse 7. " But the heavens that now 
are, and the earth, by the same Word 
have been stored up for fire, being 
reserved against the day of judgement 
and destruction of ungodly men." 

We have been looking at the flood, 
and we remember God's promise, He 
made a covenant with Noah : " Neither 
shall there any more be a flood to destroy 
the earth " (Gen. ix. 11). 

This may appear to be a most dreadful 
outlook, and I have no doubt it is to the 
ungodly, but the older I get and the 
more I know of God's ways, I see that 
God ever works for a beneficent plan. 
Isaiah, looking forward to these judge-
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ments, assures us that then will the 
inhabitants of the world learn righteous¬ 
ness. What a grand time that will be ! 
John, who tells us of these judgements, 
and those who see them, are impressed 
with His holiness. When one thinks 
of the incredible patience of God, it is 
marvellous, and it is cheering to know 
that there will be a time when God will 
not tolerate their presence. " The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof." 

Here Peter is moved to write to us, 
that we may view this earth as a store¬ 
house of fuel for fire. 

Verse 8. " But forget not this one 
thing, beloved, that one day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day." 

As we pass through the Scripture we 
see that whatever our condition is God 
gives us " one thing" to attend to. 
There are seven altogether. Here it is 
" one thing " that we are to remember. 
The advantages are great with each. 
I believe I have opened up this subject a 
little in my writings. The great 
advantage with this one is that it gives 
us an insight into God's character and as 
to the nature of the method of God's 
working. God is not in a hurry. He 
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can wait, I think we can say that on this 
earth our time very rarely exceeds one 
hundred years. If we remember that 
we are dealing with an eternal God, and 
that without doubt His plans stretch 
through a past eternity and also on 
through a future one, we shall realise 
that we must be patient, for God has a 
heart for all and for each. Take the 
subject of the Lord's coming. Nothing 
can be dearer to our hearts than this. 
It has been the hope of the Church from 
the very first. With some, for almost 
every new event that takes place, we 
are greeted with a glad smile and a 
cheerful remark, " I think the Lord's 
coming must be very near." The 
thought in our minds is that a thousand 
years is, with the Lord, as a day. This 
should comfort and sustain our souls 
very much. I invariably reply to such 
that I know of no Scripture which makes 
it impossible for the Lord to come to-day. 
If we are in a right state of soul, nothing 
would suit us better. 

Sometimes as we consider the vast 
scope of God's work and the brevity of 
our lives, we may have a kind of sensation 
that we may be forgotten. At the 
time of the flood Noah seemed to be a 
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single grain of corn, but God saw him. 
Then again, Peter's text tells us that 
one day with the Lord is as a thousand 
years. This means to me, seeing that 
we are having to do with an almighty 
God, that there is no act, word or thought 
of any one of us that is not ever in the 
mind of God. To a believer, Calvary 
makes this a real comfort. 

Verse 9. " The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise as some count 
slackness ; but is long-suffering to you-
ward, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." 

This verse, to me, makes a grand 
balance to verse eight, which has given 
us a large and sustained view of God. 
But we remember that our life is but a 
vapour, so that, for practical purposes, 
we often feel that we cannot afford to 
wait. What a charm Isaiah Iviii. 9 
gives us ! " Then shalt thou call and 
the Lord shall answer ; thou shalt cry, 
and He shall say, Here I am." This 
verse, combined with the whole of the 
chapter clearly shows us that if we want 
God to come to our aid we should seek to 
help others. The Scripture fully con¬ 
firms this. " Not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should come 
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to repentance." What comfort it gives 
us to know that God does not even wish 
for any to perish but that all should come 
to repentance ! How strong God's desire 
is for our salvation ! The fact that God 
has sent His only-begotten Son to die 
for us is sufficient evidence to us not to 
mention the messages He has sent to 
us by His servants. We have, however, 
seen two things at least that He will not 
have. He will not have any saved 
against their desire, nor will He have 
automatons. I have read of a professor, 
I think it may have been Professor 
Huxley, who said that if God offered 
him salvation by offering him an auton¬ 
omous salvation, he would close with 
the offer. Salvation can only occur 
when there is affinity with God. This 
makes the new birth so essential. 

Verse 10. " But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief, in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall be dissolved 
with fervent heat, and the earth, and 
the works that are therein, shall be 
burned up." 

This is, indeed, the day of the Lord, 
and it comes as a thief, i.e., unexpectedly. 

179 



It appears that it begins in the heavens. 
This scene, whichever way we look upon 
it, to believers will be grand but awful. 
To those who are not one with God it 
will be terrible. In I Thess. v. 3 we 
are told that it will be a sudden destruc¬ 
tion. In verse 9 we are told that God 
hath not appointed us unto wrath. We 
know from other scriptures that His 
own will be with Him in happiness. 

We all note the tremendous noise of 
some thunder-storms, and the terror 
animals especially are in at the time. 
This is described as a great noise. It 
will not be water, but fire and heat. 

This raises in our minds the question 
of the extent of this judgement. It may 
mean this sphere only, or it may mean 
the planetary system belonging to our 
sun, or it may mean the whole universe. 
The latter, it seems to me, is unthinkable 
on account of the unthinkable extent. 
I am inclined to think it means the earth 
only, for our text speaks only of this 
earth, and it is to be burnt up. Any 
part of the earth, where the mountains 
are high, are covered with snow, hence 
are not very inflammable. The nearer 
the earth, the more dense is our atmos¬ 
phere. As the protons and the electrons 
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strike against the atmosphere it makes ̂  
it have varying degrees of heat. As 
we get to the stratosphere, the atmos¬ 
phere is terribly cold. There are other 
sources of heat in connection with this 
earth, well-known in some parts of the 
earth. Meteorites are many. They 
come against the atmosphere, and most 
of them get burnt up. Where some get 
through, we see the metals which are 
what we find on our earth. This has 
given us several very interesting theories 
which are a pleasure to read about. 
If, like the writer, one does not feel 
competent to adopt these theories, it is 
best to confine oneself to facts. We 
can be certain these meteorites are there. 

Another source of heat is electricity. 
We all know how terrible these storms 
may be, and how thankful we are for the 
coolness we get after the storm is spent. 
Then we think of the mighty floods 
of oil there are in this earth, not to speak 
of other things, such as sulphur, etc. 
Though I am not so sure of the theories 
I used to be told about volcanoes, they 
are a fact, and speak of the immense 
amount of heat stored up. How easy it 
is, therefore, for an almighty Creator 
to destroy this earth with fire. 
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Verse 11. " Seeing that these things 
are thus all to be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
living and godliness ? " 

It is very clear that the apostle Peter 
wrote this verse to lead up to a description 
as to how we should live. We must 
readily agree that the reason he brings 
before us should be very convincing. 
This terrible picture is a powerful one 
that should convince us that there is 
no other way to please God but by 
living a holy life, i.e., doing what is 
right in His sight, with godliness, i.e., a 
life that we bring God into, to decide 
everything for us. As we read the Word, 
we cannot be too grateful to God for the 
various ways that He has sought to win 
us for Himself. Peter in this epistle 
(i. 3) shows us that His method is by 
presenting to us, through the Word, 
the glory of Christ and His character 
or virtues. 

Verse 12. " Looking for and earnestly 
desiring the coming of the day of God, 
by reason of which the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat." 

As we read through this verse we can 
feel sure that the apostle has in his mind 
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the terrible event about which he has 
been writing. What, however, arrests 
our attention is that we are told to be 
looking for and earnestly desiring the 
coming of this day. 

As we read our Bibles the reason is 
evident, that the time has come for all 
the ungodly to go to their own place 
(Acts i. 25), as Judas did. Think what 
this day means to all the children of God. 
Christ has come into His own, hence 
those that are His are to come into the 
fulness of God. There can be no more 
sin, sorrow or pain. 

Verse 13. " But according to His 
promise, we look for new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous¬ 
ness." 

We have been reading how the destruc¬ 
tion of this earth and heaven comes 
about, and because of the inhumanity 
of man, we cannot help thinking that 
the sooner the better. But it is indeed 
a grand thing to think that God has 
promised a new one wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, which cannot be said 
of this one. Yet we have listened to 
any amount of promises. Think of the 
Utopias and promises made by politicians. 
Listen to, or read their election addresses. 
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They promise what they cannot perform. 
However, we are cheered by the thought 
that our God never breaks His promise. 

Verse 14. " Wherefore, beloved, see¬ 
ing that ye look for these things ; give 
diligence that ye may be found in peace, 
without spot and blameless in His sight." 

The apostle takes it as a matter of 
course that we are looking for these 
things. As we, no doubt, will agree 
that God will not be pleased with us 
if we are not, he exhorts us to give 
diligence, that we may be found in 
peace without spot, and blameless in 
His sight. What a grand object to 
have before us, to be in His sight ! 
This can be to the advantage of all 
believers. Listen to this promise : 
" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee ; because 
he trusteth in Thee " (Isaiah xxvi. 3). 
We see, therefore, that it is God's work 
to keep us in perfect peace. The con¬ 
dition is that we trust Him. 

Verse 15. " And account that the 
long-suffering of our Lord is salvation, 
even as our beloved brother Paul also, 
according to the wisdom given to him, 
wrote unto you." 

What a sensible thing it is for us to 
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account it so. When we carefully 
consider this view of things, it is clear 
God could destroy us right away if 
we have not the love of God in our hearts. 
But the fact is that He does not. We 
know the reason. He won't force us. 
So, incredible as it seems, He hopes to win 
us. This, to the believer, is indeed 
salvation. 

Notice that Peter, writing to us, simply 
calls Paul " our brother." He does not 
give him any of the absurd titles that 
ecclesiastics appear to love so. If the 
apostles were here and entered into 
politics we should regard it—Parliament 
—as a house of brothers. Notice that 
Peter calls him his beloved brother Paul, 
yet when Peter did not act as he should 
have done, Paul resisted him to the face, 
so that we see what grace can do. It 
is no wonder that Peter ends up as he 
does in verse 18. We can see what a 
splendid example of grace he became. 

Peter admits that Paul only gave out 
the wisdom that God had given him. 

Verse 16. " As also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; 
wherein are some things hard to be 
understood, which the ignorant and un-
stedfast wrest, as they do also the other 
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scriptures, unto their own destruction." 
So we see that Paul also, like Peter, 

wrote things that were hard to be 
understood. I have no doubt all the 
writers moved by the Holy Ghost did 
the same. Christ saith, " Behold My 
mother and my brethren, for whosoever 
shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother " (Mark 
iii. 35). 

So we see that any doing the Will of 
God are nearer to Him than His natural 
relations. This may explain to us why 
our fellow-believers are really dearer to 
us than our unsaved relatives, for there 
is a true affinity. 

Christ also said, " If any willeth to do 
His will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it be of God " (John vii. 17). 
Note this verse. Read carefully, in order 
that you may be able to accept what I 
say. I read this relatively. If any man 
has not accepted Christ, he cannot know 
anything of the teaching. So we see 
that the unbeliever is out of it altogether. 
Now we note the Christians. We cannot 
fail to observe that there is a great 
difference among us. Some are what 
we call professors, as we may say Judas 
was. He was the first treasurer of the 
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Church. The fact that he had the 
charge of the bag tells us that some 
trusted him. We cannot tell, I am glad 
to say, about others. We are told that 
the Spirit beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are sons of God. So that 
if we are anxious to know about ourselves 
we have only to get alone with Christ and 
we can be quite satisfied about our own 
salvation. 

It is interesting to note that the 
scriptures were accessible, else they could 
not have wrested them. Also that there 
was no infallible sense of the scriptures 
given, else the apostles would have 
counselled the people to follow their 
guidance. 

We know the clerics regard Peter 
and John as uneducated men (Acts iv. 
13). But with all their training they 
could not put them right ; they could 
but threaten. 

Verse 17. "Ye therefore, beloved, 
knowing these things beforehand, beware 
lest, being carried away with the error 
of the wicked, ye fall from your own 
stedfastness." 

What painful experience some, whom 
I have felt sure were Christians, have 
had. The only way, I feel sure, is to see 
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that we have no fellowship with those 
with whom we do not agree. 

I thank the Lord for His help to me, 
from the age of eighteen. 

Verse 18. " But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory 
both now and for ever. Amen." 

As far as I know, these are the last 
words the apostle Peter wrote. What 
could be better ! I finish this booklet 
with the request that the writer and 
each reader may wait upon Thee for this 
very purpose, to grow in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. 
We close this book with Peter's prayer, 
that we may all work and pray that all 
glory may be to Him. Amen. 
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