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THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO BROTHERS. 

HENRY. Thomas, my thoughts have been exercised 
lately concerning that expression, " The coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." 

THOMAS. Indeed, Henry, I am glad of that, for the 
subject is all important. 

HENBY. I think so too ; but you know we were taught 
in our childhood that the Lord's coming was at death, or at 
what is commonly called the "general resurrection and general 
judgment;" now I find upon searching the Word for myself, 
that at' His coming He will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; but it is not so at the death, is it? And it is also 
said in the same Scripture, that the dead in Christ shall rise 
at His coming, and the living saints be caught up together 
in the clouds to meet' the Lord in the air (1 Thess, iv. 
16—18). Now there is nothing said here about His coming 
at death, is there P 

THOMAS. No, certainly not; but His coming at death, 
as is supposed, is called a spiritual coming. But after all, 
to the law and to the testimony: " What saith the Scrip
ture P" Where was He at Stephen's death P Did he come 
then? Where was He when Stephen saw Him? 

HENBY. Why certainly at the right hand of God; but I 
find frequently such Scriptures as these, " Watch, therefore, 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come." 

THOMAS. I know the Scriptures you refer to, and most 
important they are; but a glance at, or a oareful examination 
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of the context, proves that it is a personal and not a spiritual 
coming; read Matthew ixiv., Mark xiii., and Luke xxi. 

HENBY. Well, I certainly incline that way, namely, a 
personal coming; and once when on a bed of sickness, 
meditating upon these things, I asked myself the following' 
questions : Was His first coming spiritual P Were the pro
phecies concerning His first coming such as led to the 
expectation of a spiritual or a personal coming? And in 
searching the Word I found that Moses and the Prophets, 
and the Psalms, all spake of the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory which is to follow ; and I certainly did infer, that a* 
His first coming and sufferings were personal, so His second 
coming and glory would be personal; and moreover, in 
looking over the book of the prophet Zechnriab, I came to 
the 14th chap., 4th verse, and found this Scripture : "And 
His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of (Hives;" 
and in the 9th verse, " And the Lord shall be king over all 
the earth; in that day there shall be one Lord, and His 
name one." But I was told that that prophecy was fulfilled 
when He was upon earth in the days of His flesh at His first 
coming, and— 

THOMAS. Well really, Henry, yon have hit upon such 
unmistakeable Scriptures, that, although you are asking me 
questions, you appear to have the key; but go on. 

HENBY. Well, in the Scripture referred to in Zechariab, 
I noticed particularly two words which I also found in other 
Scriptures, which helped me much in understanding them; 
I mean " that day "—in that day shall be so and so. 

THOMAS. Very good, Henry, for under the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost, Scripture does indeed explain itself; but 
go on. 

HENBY. And I found that nothing was accomplished at 
our Lord's first coming, when His feet did stand on Mount 
Olives, at all corresponding with the context; therefore, I 
conclude that it has yet to be accomplished at His second 
personal appearing. But there is another question: suppose 
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tiie Lord's second coming be personal and not spiritual, is it 
not at what is called the general resurrection and general 
judgment? 

THOMAS. We must explain u little, Henry, for here 
many Christians make a great mistake ; and I must at once 
assert that there is no Scripture authority whatever for what is 
commonly called a general or simultaneous resurrection of the 
righteous and the wicked; and if you read 1 Cor. xv., which 
is usually read at funerals, and is supposed to refer to a 
general resurrection, you will not find a word said about the 
resurrection of any WICKED person. True, Christ will come 
at the reVirrection, as we have seen from 1 Thess, iv. 16—18, 
but not of the wicked, only the dead in Christ. And in 
1 Corinthians, it is written, " It is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body;" and, 
again, in verses 51 and 52, " Behold, I show you a mystery: 
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump -. for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised inoor-. 
ruptible, and we (who are alive at His coming, as in 
1 Thess, iv. 17) shall be changed." Not a word about any 
wicked, but a blissful exultation in prospect of an exceeding 
eternal weight of glory. On that morning without clouds 
(2 Sam. xxiii. 4), the righteous who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus will be raised, but the wicked will be left in their graves. 

HENRY. Then I suppose that Scripture in the 49th 
Psalm, " The upright shall have dominion over them in the 
morning," refers to the morning of the resurrection, when 
the righteous will be raised to meet the Lord, and the wicked 
left in their graves. 

THOMAS. Certainly, and it is called the first resurrection. 
Popular opinion you know is, that there will be a general 
and simultaneous resurrection, when the righteous will be 
rewarded, and the wicked punished, under the idea of an 
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assize; but popular opinion was wrong concerning Noah 
and the Ark, and also concerning Lot and the Cities of the 
Plain; and as it was then, so it will be when the Lord comes. 
Read Luke xvii. 26—30. 

HENBY. But there is one Scripture which seems rather 
to support the popular notion of a general resurrection, of 
an assize, rewards and punishment, and what is generally 
called the last judgment: you will, I dare say, anticipate the 
Scripture, it is Matthew xxv. SI—46. 

THOMAS. Yes, I know the Scriptm-e well, and have 
often had it presented to me by Christians opposed to the 
important truths we are now occupied with; butr'I think 
that when.you discover two things, you will find that it does 
not in the least support that thought. 1st. There is nothing 
said in that Scripture about " resurrection" of either the 
righteous or the wicked; it is not a question of resurrection 
at all there. 2nd. That it is the " nations on the earth," 
read a verse: " When the Son of man shall come in His 
glory, and all His holy angels with Him, then shall He sit 
upon the throne of His glory; and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations." And the learned tell us that the 
word nations, with the article* occurs 182 times in the New 
Testament; 92 times it is rendered "the Gentiles," 10 
times " the nations," 5 times the " heathen," and simply 
"nations" only 25 times; and that the very expression 
indicates " a present existence or locality upon earth;" nor 
is there, in the above-mentioned Scripture, any mention 
whatever of "opening of graves," and the entire absence, as 
we have said, of anything like " resurrection." In short, it 
is the judgment of the Gentiles at Christ's coming, " when 
the Son of man 'Shall come in His glory," and at that time 
the saints who have been previously caught up will return 
with Him in glory; read Zechariah xiv. 5, last clause, " And . 
the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee." 
What think you, Henry ? 

HENRY. * Well, certainly, the context—I mean Matthew 
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xxiv. and xxv. read together—does indeed bear you out in 
what you say; for, upon looking at the 24th chapter, I find 
that it, and also the 25th, is a reply to three questions, three 
distinct questions, in the 3rd verse: 1. " Tell us, when shall 
these things beP" 2. "What shall be the sign of Thy 
coming?" 3. "And of the end of the age " (not world). 
And I am glad I mentioned the Scriptures, because I had 
always supposed that Matthew xxv. 31—16, and Bev. xx. 
11—15, were one and the same scene.* But now I find 
that in Matthew it is the judgment of the nations on the 
earth at Christ's coming, and in Rev. xx. 11—15, it is the 
resurrection and judgment of the wicked dead after the mil
lennium. Am I right, Thomas ? 

THOMAS. Quite right, and if Christians would but keep 
out of the way of prejudice and preconceived notions, the 
scales would fall from their eyes, and they would see in the 
light of God's Word. 

HENRY. But as to the doctrine of the " resurrections "-^~ 
I put it in the plural, because, according to what you have 
-stated, there will be two, and I must confess I want Scrip
ture proof concerning it. You know I like to be quite clear 
and satisfied. 

THOMAS. Very right, Henry. One should be fully per
suaded in his own mind, and if it be a persuasion of the 
Spirit of God, by the Word of God, it will bewise-to con
tinue in the same; and for this end I will endeavour to put 
before you Scriptures which, to my own mind, afford proof 
at once conclusive and unmistakeable. You will find in the 
New Testament such expressions as the " resurrection from 
the dead;" and the learned tell us that those words mean 
literally, "from among the dead." Now, before referring to 
the Scriptures, I will borrow an illustration: suppose you 
were to go into a granary and take a bushel of wheat from 
a quantity there, it would be plain that you had not taken all 

• Let the reader peruse these Scriptures carefully, and mark the 
contrasts, as to the objects of the judgments and the time. 
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away, but a part from the quantity there; and just so is it as 
regards the first resurrection. 

HENRY. Then that is what is called in Bev. xx. " the 
first resurrection P" 

THQMAS. Exactly so, but now for Scripture proof; and 
firstly, I refer you to the transfiguration on the mount, 
Mark ix. 9. " And as they came down from the mount, 
He charged them that they should tell no man what things 
they had seen, till the Son of man was risen 'from' the dead. 
And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning 
one with another what the rising 'from' the dead should 
mean." 

HENRY. Excuse me, Thomas, but do you not think that 
had reference to Christ's resurrection exclusively ? 

THOMAS. I anticipated your objection, and, undoubtedly, 
it had a special, but not an exclusive reference to Christ's 
resurrection; for you must not separate Christ and His 
members, and you know that the resurrection of Christ is 
called the first-fruits of them that sleep (1 Cor. xv. SO). 
" But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that sleep;" but I will quote another 
Scripture, having reference most distinctly to the members of 
Christ's mystical body, Luke xx. 27—36. It is concerning 
the woman that had seven husbands, and the Sadducees' 
question was, " In the resurrection, whose wife of them is 
she?" and Jesus answering, said unto them, " The children 
of this age marry, and are given in marriage; but they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world (or 
age), and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nox 
are given in marriage; neither can they die any more; for 
they are equal to the angels, and are the children of God, 
being the children of the resurrection." Observe the words 
from the dead and the resurrection. Now there is no men
tion of any wicked being raised, but those who are raised are 
" equal unto the angels " and are " the children of God," 
being the children of "the resurrection." But again, 
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Luke xiv. 12—14, our Lord Says : "When thou makest a 
feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and 
thou saalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee : for 
thou shalt be recompensed "—when ? at the general resur
rection? No. "At the resurrection of the just." Now 
does not the use of such a phrase " the resurrection of the 
just," imply something distinct from the resurrection of, 
others ? The wicked dead will be raised, but it will be at 
another period, and simply to receive their fiunl doom; see 
Rev. xx. 11—15. I trust such Scriptures will be sufficient 
to prove the priority of the resurrection of the righteous; 
and one discovers, too, the comparative silence of Scripture 
as to the resurrection of the wicked; they only appear on 
the scene after the thousand years, for a moment as it were, 
to be cast into the lake of fire. But there is one other 
Scripture we must not omit, I mean that expression " the 
rest of the dead;" it occurs in Rev. xx. S, and runs thus : 
" But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished;" showing an unmistakeable distinction 
both as to persons and times. I hope, Henry, sufficient has 
been advanced to satisfy your mind that the coming of the 
Lord is not a spiritual ooming at death, but a personal 
appearing,—not at a general resurrection and general judg
ment, but at the first resurrection, which is of the righteous 
mig. 

HENBY. I feel grateful for the abundant Scripture you 
have been enabled to put before me, and I feel satisfied as to 
the questions I put to you. But may I now ask another, 
namely. Is there any event necessarily to take place before 
the coming of the Lord ? or may He appear at any moment ? 

THOMAS. Your question, Henry, is indeed of immense 
importance, because it brings us to the practioal bearing.of our 
subject, and it is a solemn, momentous, yet blessed fact, that 
our Lord may appear, to take up the living saints, and to 
raise the dead (for aught we know), even whilst we are eon-
versing now together; for it is not known when He will 
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come, and we have nothing to do with dates nor events, 
which, may or may not transpire previous to His appearing; 
bnt it is Himself as the bright and morning star we are 
looking and waiting for, who will appear as the night wears 
away. 

HENRY. Well, Thomas, I was thinking that if the Lord 
Jesus may appear at any moment to take us up to be with 
Him, " what manner of persons we ought to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness." And I thought also of that 
Scripture, " Not ashamed before Him at His appearing." 

THOMAS. Indeed, Henry, this blessed hope of the Lord's 
speedy return to take up His saints to be " for ever with 
Him," when apprehended in the soul by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, has a marvellous tendency to detach us from 
the world, and to get the mind occupied with heavenly 
things, and to raise us, in our thoughts, desires, and expecta
tions, superior to earth and its vanities. 

HENBY. Well, I have certainly found it so in my own 
soul, since the Lord in His mercy has opened my eyes to 
discover, even though it be in a very small measure, this 
truth. But that I may be the better established, I would 
just mention something you said about the saints coming 
with the Lord; I had understood that He would come to 
fetch them, according to that Scripture, John xiv., " I go to 
prepare a place for you. I will come again and receive you 
to Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." 

THOMAS. To be plain and simple,,I would state at once 
that there will be two separate and distinct appearings.* 

• The expression " two appearings" is used for the purpose of 
making the subject the more simple, whereas it might be more cor
rectly called " the two phases of His appearing." I Thessalonians iv. 
15—17, refers to His descent into the air; while the 14th verse refers 
to His coming in glory, the saints being previonsly raised, as must of 
necessity happen in order to come with Him in glory; just as in the 
case of our beloved sovereign visiting one of the cities of her 
dominions, the nobles dwelling therein must go forth to meet her, in 
order to mingle with her retinue as she enters the place; go the sainta 
must first ascend, in order to descend with the Lord when He comes 
in glory. 
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First, He will descend from heaven, and the saints will be 
caught up to meet Him in the air—read 1 Thess, iv. 16,17— 
which, I apprehend, will not be open and manifested to the 
world, but perhaps secret and unobserved by them; and the 
world go on as usual, only with this exception, '* the saints 
will be gone," and the salt of the earth being removed, 
things and men will ripen fast for judgment; and I think 
that " Enoch " was a type of this. Now, how long we shall 
be with the Lord in the air previous to our coming with 
Him in glory, I cannot tell; but to assist you in your medi
tations, I would just say that I think we shall be with Him 
during the opening of the seven seals, the sounding of the 
seven trumpets, and the pouring out of the seven vials, and 
for this reason, that from the close of the 3rd chapter of 
Revelation to the 19th chapter, whenever the Church is spoken 
of it is " in heaven," and if you just look at the 9th and 
10th verses of the 5 th chapter, and observe the company, 
and listen to their song, you will at once discover the 
redeemed out of every kindred, people, and tongue, and 
nation, in heaven: and what is their attitude ? Praising 
and expecting. " Thou hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests, and we shall reign on, or over, the earth." 

HENRY. This is somewhat new to me, but it is weighty 
and powerful, and to say the least, worthy of a very careful 
and attentive consideration; and I do admire one thing, 
Thomas, and that is, you use no arguments of your own to 
convince one, but simply and only " the "Word of God." 
And in that 19th chapter you referred to just now, I saw 
something concerning the marriage of the Lamb. 

THOMAS. Yes; and that will take place too, during the 
interval between the catching up or the rapture of the saints, 
and their coming with the Lord in His glory; for you know 
we are not married to Christ yet, because His bride is not 
yet complete; but when all the elect are brought in, then the 
marriage will take place, just previous to His appearing. 
Bead verses 6 and 7: " Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
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honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
Hi3 wife hath made herself ready. And to her was grunted 
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints." And then 
after the marriage He comes with His bride ; read the 11th 
and following verses: "And I saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse ; and He that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True; and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head 
were many crowns. And He had a name written, that no 
man knew, but He Himself. And He was clothed with a 
vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word 
of God. And the armies in heaven (the saints) followed 
Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen." This is His 
coming in glory. " Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
the earth; make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 
Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with' the harp, and the 
voice of a psalm. With trumpets, and sound of cornet, make 
a joyful noise before the Lord the King. Let the sea roar, 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 
Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together 
before the Lord: for He cometh to judge the earth: with 
righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people 
with equity."—Psalm xcviii. 4—9 ; read the whole Psalm. 
And I would just add, that the word judge implies "princely 
rule." In the same way as " Othniel judged Israel," that 
is, He " ruled," or governed them. But to proceed with 
our subject concerning His coming for, and with His 
saints. And there are two Scriptures bearing directly 
upon our point; the first we have already alluded to, I 
mean John xiv. 8, 3 : " I go to prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I 
am, there ye may be also." This Scripture refers to. His 
coming to fetch His saints; but the other, which I next 
notice, refers to His coming in glory with His saints ; it is 
in Col. iii. 4. " When Christ, our life, shall appear, then 
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shall ye also appear with Him in glory;" so that in one case 
we go up to meet Him, and in the other we come with Him. 

HENRY. Now I understand; and I was thinking that 
the attitude of our souls should be like that of a bride; 
waiting for, and expecting the bridegroom, who may at any 
moment appear. 

THOMAS. Exactly so. 
HENEY. I hope you will not think me troublesome; 

Thomas. But as to the personal reign of Christ with His 
saints, on or over the earth, I hare often heard it objected by 
Christians, that they had had enough of this earth, and that 
it was no bright prospect to them. 

THOMAS. I bare often met with the same objection, but 
it arises from the want of a right understanding of the 
Scriptures. This earth will not be our portion (neither is it 

' now); ours will be an heavenly portion. And it is all 
important to understand that there will be in millennial 
times two distinct and separate glories, namely, an 
" heavenly," and an " earthly " glory, and yet a connexion 
between the two, as typified by Jacob's ladder (Genesis xxviii). 
And to explain. The Church redeemed by His precious 
blood, will be with Christ in His heavenly glory, with bodies 
fashioned like unto His most glorious body, be like Him, 
and see Him as He is ; sitting with Him on His throne as 
His bride, sharing alike the affections of His heart and His 
glory. Read Rev. xxi., from verse 9, to xxii. 5. I will just 
read a verse or two from chapter xxii.: " And he showed me 
a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and the Lamb. In the midst of 
the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the 
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in i t ; and 
His servants shall serve Him: And they shall His see face; 
and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall 
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be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they 
shall reign for ever and ever." 

HENSY. Then, I suppose, that is the heavenly city 
reflecting its light and glory upon earth; for I read in 
chapter zxi. 24, that " the nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it." 

THOMAS. Certainly, and this leads me to speak of the 
earthly glory, for you see there two states; one receiving 
from the other. There will be then in millennial times an 
earthly as well as au heavenly glory, the restored nations of 
the Jews being the centre of blessing. " And I will make 
them, and the places round about My hill, a blessing; and I 
will cause the shower to come down in his season; there 
shall be showers of blessing."—Ezek. xxxiv. 26—81. And 
in Isaiah lx., which is descriptive of millennial times, it is 
written: " Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but 
the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising." Read the whole 
chapter, also Micah iv. 1—4, together with Isaiah xi. 1—10. 
And I will just read a verse or two from Jeremiah xxxi. 
" I have loved thee (Israel) with an everlasting love: there
fore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee. Again I will 
build thee, and thou shalt be built, 0 virgin of Israel; thou 
shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth 
in the dances of them that make merry." And again, in 
verse 10: " Hear the word of the Lord, 0 ye nations, and 
declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered 
Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth 
his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed 
him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. There
fore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall 
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flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for 
wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the 
herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they 
shall not sorrow any more at all." These are earthly scenes . 
in millennial times. Bat there is one other Scripture in 
Hosea, to which I would just allude, showing the connexion 
of the two glories in that day; it is in chapter ii. 21, 22 : 
" And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith 
the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the 
earth ; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and 
the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel." 

HENRY. Beally, Thomas, those Scriptures and the scenes 
of universal blessing, happiness, and glory, both in heaven 
and on earth, they reveal, remind me of the language of one 
of our own poets (Cowper)— 

" Sweet is the harp of prophecy." 
And again, 

" Oh, scenes surpassing fable, and yet true,— 
Scenes of accomplished bliss! which who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 
His soul refresh'd with foretaste of the joy P" . 

But I see, Thomas, that you adhere strictly to the literal 
sense of Scripture, while many good men allegorize, or 
spiritualize, and apply them to what is called the glory of 
the Church of Christ. 

THOMAS. I am aware that it is as you say; many good 
men do allegorize and spiritualize the Scriptures I have 
referred you to. But ought we not to explain future pro
phecies as we do those of the past P And I am sure that 
Bishop Newton's rule is a sound one, namely, that "we 
should never depart from the literal sense of Scripture with
out absolute necessity for so doing." And I am sure the 
Old Testament Scriptures we have been referring to, cannot 
apply to the Church of Christ; because the Church's portion, 
blessing and glory, is heavenly, whilst those Scriptures all 
refer to, and are descriptive of, earthly glory and blessing. 
And it is refreshing to one's soul in passing up and down 
this world, witnessing so much evil, sorrow, misery, and 
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wretchedness, to remember that, shortly, Satan will be shut 
up in the bottomless pit, and under the peaceable sceptre of 
Christ there will be one universal scene of blessing ;* when 
" at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, and 
in earth, and under the earth; and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,"— 
Philippians ii. 9—11. And this earth, once the scene of 
His suffering, humiliation, and death, will shortly be the 
theatre on which, and over which, His glory will be dis
played ; whilst the saints in glorified bodies, in the heavenly 
glory, will surround His glorious Person, and as His bride 
share the affections of His heart, and " eat of the tree of life, 
whilst the leaves thereof will be for the healing of the 
nations" (Revelations ii. 7, and xxii. 2); "have the crown 
of life " (Rev. ii. 10); " eat also of the hidden manna, have 
a white stone, and a new name " (verse 17); " have power 
over the nations, and have the morning star" (verse 26); 
"walk with Him in white, being worthy" (iii. 4); "be 
pillars in the temple of God " (verse 12); and lastly, " Sit 
with Him on His throne." 

HENEY. Why, Thomas, it is almost too much for me. And 
to think, too, that you and I shall be there—what a mercy! 

THOMAS. Ah, Henry, it is indeed a mercy, and I waa 
thinking of those lines we sometimes sing,— 

" Indulgent God, how kind 
Are all Thy ways to me; 

Whose dark benighted mind 
Was enmity with Thee; 

But now, subdued by sovereign grace, 
My spirit longs for Thine embrace." 

* It must not be understood that the millennium will be perfect as 
regards the earth, for there will be sin, judgment, and death. See 
Isaiah lxv. 20, and Zechariah xiv. 16—19. That Scripture, Rev. xxi. 
*, 6, "There shall be no more death," and, "Behold, I make all 
things new,'' applies not to the millennium, but to the eternal state. 
Also, that Scripture, Jeremiah xxxi. 33, " Tliey shall all know the 
Lord from the least of them unto thi greatest of them," applies to 
the Jews only, and not to the surrounding nations. I might add, 
that death will be swallowed up in victory at the commencement of 
the millennium (see 1 Cor. xr. 54), but not destroyed until the end 
(see v.25, 26). 
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HBNKY. Thomas, I feel quite in the spirit, shall w« 
sing ? 

THOMAS. With all my heart, Henry. What shall it be ? 
HENRY. Five verses in harmony with our subject. 

" On Zion's glorious summit stood 
A numerous host, redeemed by blood; 
They hymn'd their King in strain* divine: 
I heard the song and strove to join. 

" Whjle everlasting ages roll, 
Eternal love shall feast their souls ; 
And scenes of bliss, for ever new, 
Rise in succession to their view. 

" Oh, sweet employ, to sing and trace 
TV amazing heights and depths of grace; 
And spend, from sin and sorrow free, 
A blissful, vast eternity I 

" Oh, what a sweet, exalted song, 
When every tribe and every tongue, 
Redeemed by blood, »ith Christ appear, 
And join in one full chorns there! 

" My soul anticipates the day, 
Would stretch her wings and soar away, 
To aid the song, a palm to bear, 

And bow, the chief of sinners there." 

HENRY. What a mercy to be able lo sing in the spirit, 
and with the understanding also! But shall we proceed 
witb. our inquiries P And there are three other subjects I 
wish to be better informed upon. First, as to the " New 
Jerusalem " spoken of in Revelations xxi.; second, as to the 
delivering up of the kingdom, 1 Cor. xv. 24; and, thirdly, 
as to the eternal state, when God shall be all in all. And 
as to the first question, I would ask, Is it a city in which 
the saints are to dwell, or is it a figure ? 

THOMAS. It is not, properly speaking, the abode of the 
risen and glorified saints, as some suppose; but it is the 
bride of Christ, under the symbol or figure of a city. The 
saints themselves, indeed, compose the city, in the midst of 
which God dwells; and there is no temple as in the earthly 
Jerusalem, but the Lord God and the Lamb are the tempi* 
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of it. " And there will be no need of the sun nor of the 
moon to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof."—Eevelations xxi. 22, 8fl. 
And such will be the reflective glory of this heavenly city 
over the earthly Jerusalem, that it is written: " And the 
nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of 
it," verse 24. 

HENET. And this reminds me of what we were speaking 
of concerning the connexion between the heavenly and the 
earthly glory. 

THOMAS. Yes; and in the first three verses of Eevela
tions xiv., we have a kind of prelude to, or sample of milen
nial times. John [saw on Mount Zion, a Lamb, and with 
Him an hundred and forty and four thousand, having His 
Father's name written on their foreheads; and then he hears 
a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of a great thunder: and the voice of harpers, harping 
with their harps: and they sung as it were a new song, 
before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders; 
and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty 
and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth ; 
which were on Mount Zion, listening to and learning the 
song of heaven. 

HENKY. What a variety of classes, of states, of blessing, 
and of. glory do we find in the book of Eevelations; and 
how wonderfully the scene expands, as the Spirit of God 
sheds His light upon the Scriptures, and one's mind becomes 
absorbed with the glorious realities of the things and pur
poses of God. And I often think, what losers they are, who 
set little or no value upon, or seldom or ever study, pro
phetic truth. But now, as to the second question : " The 
delivering up of the kingdom to God, even the Father, when 
God shall be all in all." 

THOMAS. The Scriptures themselves are sufficient on 
that point, at least, for believers, if not to reasoners; that 
after the reign of Christ with His saints, for a thousand 
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years, the kingdom will be delivered up to God, even the 
Father, and God will be all in all. The earthly parts of 
the millennial glory will not be perfect, although the heavenly 
state will; for the last enemy, death; will not be destroyed 
until after the reign (1 Cor. xv. 26). And, that after the 
thousand years, Satan will be loosed out of his prison, and 
the wicked dead will be raised, and the nations be gathered 
together to battle; but it is only to receive their final doom, 
and be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet were cast, previous to the com
mencement of the reign. See Bevelations xix. SO ; and 
xx. 7—15. And the scene being cleared of evil, we behold, 
in chapter xxi., "the new heavens and the new earth." 
" And I saw a new heaven, and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was 
no more sea." And this is the " eternal state," when God 
will be all in all; but about which we must say but little ; 
because Scripture says but little. All that is revealed to us 
concerning that, is contained in Bev. xxi. 1—S. But in the 
millennial age we shall be learning concerning the eternal 
state, as we are now learning concerning the millennial age; 
and as it is with us now, a time of anticipation as to milen
nial times, so in the millennium it will be a time of anticipa
tion as to eternal glories. And our 'minds, even then, but 
finite, will be occupied in unfolding, fold after fold, the 
manifold wisdom, love, grace, and power of God. "For in 
the ages to come He will show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. ii. 7). 

" Now unto Him who is able to keep us from falling, and 
to present us faultless before the presenoe of His glory with 
exceeding joy,—to the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen." 

T. A. 
W. H. CoUingridge, City t'ress, 117 to 119, Alderogate Street, E.G. 
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