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A DISPENSATIONAL OUTLINE OF 

T H E C A N T I C L E S . 

Tuts Book has a t all times been prized by the spiritually-minded, 
I t is full of the hear t ' s deep affections towards the Lord Jesus, 
and the ut terance of love to Him ia ever precious to those 
who are His. 

But I do not consider tha t it presents the present experience of 
the Church of God, or that, it is her own proper ut terance as she 
is now instructed by the Holy Ghost to know her standing1 and 
hopes as connected with her absent Lord. 

There is a deep and -wonderful experience to be traced through, 
i t ; of both, joys and sorrows, as in the pa th of the Church through 
tho world, whilst she is waiting for God's Sou from, heaven. But 
the spiri t of Christ guides her hear t to express such thoughts 
connected with his re turn, as I should in vaiu search the Canticles, 
to find, holy and precious as i ts display of love to the Lord is. 

The book seems to me to be ra ther the experience of Israel 
t h a n that of the Church, not, however, the experience of th© 
prophets and righteous men, who desired to see the Lord's Christ 
but saw him not, and to hear his voice but were not permitted 
in their day, but it is more the ut terance of Israel 's affections in, 
the disciples whom the Lord pronounced blessed, those who were 
called by His voice, and gathered in his grace to Himself; such, 
could say to him, "Draw me, we will run after Thee," or with 
Peter , .all being left for him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life; and we believe and are sure t h a t 
thou art tha t Christ, the Son of the living God." How thoroughly 
Pe ter describes their state of hear t towards him, when he says, 
' 'Lord , Thou knowest all things, Thou knowost tha t I love Thee.1 ' 
How entirely their hopes centred in, and affections were all 
t aken up with, Him, we see in the song. The beauty and grace 
of his person, as the King, in the first chapter—the sound of his 
voice, heard amidst the sweetness of a glad creation, " T h e ra in is 
over, the flowers appear on the ear th ," iu the second chapter— 
and the greatness of his power, surrounded hj the valiant men of 
Israel, in the third chapter—are all clearly traced out before us 
as subjects filling the hearts of the disciples, who could say to 
i i m as they gathered around him, "Thou ar t the Son of God, 
Thou ar t the King of Israel." 

Whilst Jesus was with them in the first two chapters there may 
be hindrances and failures, but they were soon restored to all the 
freshness of thoir first love by his presence. They delighted and 
sa t doyni.under his shadow, and all was pleasant and precious to 
t h ^ i r souls- They were found fault with for not mourning by 
those who knew not the secret of the i r joy, bu t the days came 
wliou he was taken away frfl»«frkp»«ior to© first t ime, and then 
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they mourned indeed, they sought him but found him not, hence 
their sorrow. In the first two chapters they spake not of night, 
all was spring time and day-break. Now comes the night of 
sorrow, for their Lord is orucified and laid in the tomb. " We 
trusted that it had been He whioh should hare redeemed Israel," 
is their sorrowful wail. He is sought after in the streets of the 
city, he is enquired for of the watchmen. All the dismay and yet 
love of this little band came forth in that dark hour when the 
thoughts of many hearts were revealed. "Ye shall seek Me and 

'shall not find Me" had been his own word of preparation to them 
or all this sorrow, but he had graciously .added, " I will see you 
again, and your hearts shall rejoice."—"Again a little while and 
ye shall see Me, because I go to the Father." They were gathered 
again around him in his Resurrection Day. " I found him whom 
my soul loveth, I held him, I would not let him go." They speak' 
now together of the glory of his Kingdom, of the myrrh and the 
frankincense, of the merchant's treasures, and his throne of 
power surrounded by the valiant and the mighty, the honour of 
the earth, its prosperity and government are all connected with 

*the hope of Israel now. He is risen. He is with them, and for 
forty days speaks to them of the things concerning the Kingdom 
of God. 

Their love to Him is fully responded to by himself. If they can 
say "Whom have I in heaven but Thee," He also hath said of 
them, that they-are all his delight in the earth.—(Psalm xvi. 3.) 
They are dear to his heart, he will soon raise them to higher 
joys than any they have yet known, but he will for the present 
let their love flow towards him as the representatives of Israel, 
and will also respond to and tell them how Israel is indeed 
beloved for the Fathers sakes, and that "the gifts and calling of 
God are wijhout repentance." 

Now their hearts grow confident—"He can never be separated 
from us any more," I think I hear them saying. Are not the 
prophets to be fulfilled? Is not the wilderness to rejoice and 
blossom as the rose ? Is not Jerusalem to arise, for her Lord is 
risen? Shall she not shine, for her light is come? How could 
they think otherwise than that the time was come for the Lord 
to set up Messiah's long promised kingdom? Therefore we find 
them asking Him this question in Acts i. 6, " Lord, wilt Thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" .They are 
Israelites, indeed, in whom is no guile. There is a sweet 
confidence in himself in the very question. He whom they saw 
rejected in the midst of Israel and given to the hands of the 
Gentiles but the other day, could by His own power accomplish 
all that the prophets had spoken of—if the time were but come, 
they have no doubt about his power. "Wilt Thou do it, Lord?" 
tells us very touohingly how oonfident their hearts now felt in his 
power, as well as assured of his love. "Underneath them were 
the everlasting arms.'' 

The Lord Jesus, in answering, does not say that the kingdom 
shall never be restored to Israel, neither does he then unfold to 
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them the wondrous mystery which from the beginning had been 
formed in the counsels of the Divine mind, but was not revealed 
to the sons of men in other ages, that, before Israel's restoration 
a glorious heavenly company is to be gathered up from this 
wretohed ruined world " to the praise of the glory of his grace; 
but in his reply to them how manifestly he owns and puts 
honour npon the love of their hearts to himself. Were ever any 
of the sons of men so doomed" to disappointment as they are— 
instead of being sovereigns in royal state at Jerusalem, sitting 
upon thrones, judging the restored tribes of Israel—instead of 
being owned and honoured by the nations—they are to become 
wanderers in the earth, even to the uttermost parts of it 
What a blow to all their revived hopes! Creation must yet 
groan, and Israel still be scattered, and they become homeless 
strangers henceforth. Instead of the days of the Son of man 
npon earth, and the glories of the Son of David in Jerusalem, 
they are to experience days of affliction, and be hated of all 
nations for his name's sake. Yet the blessed Saviour owns their 
love to his name by the power of the Holy Ghost as being enough 
to carry them through all—" ye shall be witnesses unto me." To 
be a witness unto Him shall suffice to compensate for every 
disappointment and trial. He well knows their love to him; they 
shall have all their hearts desire, and be made a savour of 
himself wherever they go—to be this is the desire of every 
quickened soul. And yet, as he had ever done, the Lord breaks 
the tidings to them as they are able to bear it. We want more of 
the same gentle consideration for eaoh other that our Master 
shewed for his disciples, we become impatient if others receive 
not our teaching, and oftentimes intolerant if they dispute our 
word; let us go to him for more grace and power over this evil 
hasty flesh of ours, for more consideration for the sorrows of hia 
people, for more of his own tender wise way of breaking to them 
the truth and counsels of God, for more likeness to him in all 
our ways. 

The disciples then thought that Israel was to fill the earth with 
blessing. So also many of the dear children of God now expect 
that the Church is to increase and fill the world, and bring about 
the Millennium. Both have to be taught that the times and the 
seasons are reserved in the Father's own power. Yet the 
Apostles in their day did not so much err concerning God's 
purpose with Israel, as we have erred in our day in our thoughts 
about his Church. They judged rightly as to Israel's destiny to 
be the people of the Lord, and the possessors of the kingdom in 
the world j they erred as to the time when this should be 
accomplished. We have, on the other hand, erred in our 
judgment of what the Church of God really is. Although he has 
revealed her charaoter and calling in his word—"not of the 
world, even as he is not of the world"—how often have we 
forgotten tho mark of the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Josus, and sank down into an earthly standing, and 
walked in oarthly hopes. 
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Let us now return to the Canticles. We have already traced 
an outline of the mutual precious intercourse between the Lord 
and his faithful, loving remnant in Israel, both before and after 
His Resurrection. This brings me down to the 5th chaper, 6th 
verse—" I opened to my beloved, but my beloved had withdrawn 
himself and was gone; my soul failed when he spakej I sought 
him but I could not find him; I called him but he gave me no 
answer." This is the second time that he is separated from her 

The City of Jerusalem becomes again a scene of lonely sorrow, 
and now of persecution also—"They smote me, they wounded me, 
the keepers of the walls took my veil from me." With savage 
cruelty they will not suffer her to cry for his return there. How 
we see all this realized in the experience of the disciples during 
the first days of the Church at Jerusalem. They had returned 
from Mount Olivet with great joy in the thought that they should 
soon see him again. " His feet are to stand upon Mount Olivet," 
the prophet had said of old time. "He shall so come in like 
manner as you have seen him go," was the announcement of the 
angels to. them as they stood gazing up into heaven. How could 
they do otherwise than worship him, and return to Jerusalem 
rejoicing. 

They waited for the power of Pentecost, and then gladly began 
to gather Israel to him, although he had commanded them to 
preach the GoBpel to every creature; this absorbed all their 
thoughts, they felt that Israel was for the Lord, and the Lord for 
Israel; they are ready to suffer for that, they will wait for that. 

Those who believed on him at Pentecost through their word, 
entered into all their hopes and feelings, and sympathized with 
them in their longings for his presence. They held much happy 
intercourse with the disciples who had known the Lord Jesus 
after the flesh, and under the name of " Daughters of Jerusalem" 
their affections and exerciseB of soul are sweetly told out in the 
concluding chapters. , 

The disciples could describe to these "Daughters of Jerusalem" 
all they had seen in their Lord whilst he was with them, from his 
head to his feet, and conclude with "yea, he is altogether lovely." 
One loves to linger over those days of sweet and holy recollections 
and hopes. They tell each other of his glory, they see his beauty, 
all their talk is about him. Happy, happy company! 

There had never been assembled such a company as this upon 
earth before, none had ever so loved him as they love him. 
Prophets had spoken of him, righteous men had testified to him, 
but who had been so near, so blessed in his presence, as these ? 

But the days of Pentecost passed on, and Israel was not 
gathered, both the disciples and their companions were made the 
objects of the hatred of the dwellers in Jerusalem. Some were 
stoned, others slain with the sword, others beaten—all were 
destined to prove that the time for earth's blessing was not come. 
But a work had all the while been going on which they knew not 
God the Holy Ghost had descended from their glorified Head in 
heaven and baptized these quickened loving ones into one Body, 
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whioh he is forming upon ear th for heavenly glory; they were 
already in the Church of God, where there is nei ther Greek nor 
Jew, bu t where Christ is all, and in all. 

The utterance of the i r love to Christ as the hope of Israel , was 
most beautiful in its place and perfect in i ts season, so long as 
Jerusalem continued to be the place of their sojourning, until t he 
t ime came when i t pleased God, by the ministry of Paul and 
other holy apostles and prophets, to reveal fully the mystery 
which had been kept secret since the world began. They have 
nothing but disappointment whilst they think of ear th, and the 
s ta te of the poor Israel of God causes them great sorrow and 
continual heaviness of heart , but they have nothing but joy when 
they look to him. Now in the light of heaven do they see l ight, 
and in th^fjoy of heaven is their joy. 

Holy Scripture reveals spiri tual joys of varied characters , but 
all are connected with the Lord Jesus, for there can be no t r u e 
joy without him. When the days of mourning are ended, as in 
this Song of Solomon, there is the joy of the fields, and the 
vineyards, the garden of spices, and streams from Lebanon, as 
well as the joy of Jerusalem and Solomon's throne. But these 
are all earthly, blessed, holy, and perfect, in their place and t ime, 
but still earthly—it brings him down here to dispense i t to those 
for whom i t is prepared. Then also there is the joy of the 
Father ' s house, the hidden place of eternal love, bu t this is 
altogether heavenly, i t takes us there to share i t with Him. 
(John, chapter 14.) 

The times of rest i tut ion will come, the days of Israel 's blessing 
shall be fulfilled. All things spoken by the Holy Prophets sinco 
the world began must be accomplished. I t is the privilege of the 
believer to know not only the things connected with himself, bu t 
those also which are connected with Christ 's glory. Being 
himself already a reconciled new creation, he can truly rojoice in 
the hope of the day when all things shall be made new and 
reconciled to God. 

But the Church of God goes boyond all this in her hopes, for 
she not only now looks over creation with the mind of Christ 
about i t , but for herself she has the hope of being perfectly 
conformed to the imago of the Son. He himself is her hope. 
This is beyond reconciliation, tha t she knows alroady; i t is more 
than companionship with him in reigning over a restored oreation 
blessed as t ha t will be. I t is no less than the holy joy of 
beholding his glory as the loved one of the Father . 

Now i t is jus t this hope, so perfected by the Holy Ghost in the 
Church of God, t ha t we find wanting in the Canticles of Israel . 
There is not any entrance into the purpose of the Fa ther 
concerning the many brethren. " For whom he did foreknow he 
also did predestinate, to be conformed to the image of his Son." 
(Eom. viii. 29.) "We shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is." (I. John iii . 2.) " Who shall change our vile body, tha t i t 
may be fashioned unto his glorious body." (Phil. iii. 21.) 

I would not be misunderstood. I believe the Canticles to bo in 
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no sense a defective utteranoe of love to the Lord, quite the 
contrary, it is most perfect in its expression of the love of Israel, 
the affection of the beautiful Daughter of Zion towards the 
glorious Son of David desiring with earnest heart his company in 
earthly scenes of blessedness and joy, but nowhere expressing the 
hope of conformity to him, or the desire for a place with him in 
heavenly glory. 

There is a reason for this, inasmuch as the very existence of 
the Body, the Church, or the heavenly family, was not revealed. 
If the heavenly Bride herself is not made manifest, so neither can 
the full desire of her heart, as suoh, be, uttered. The Church is 
" one spirit with the Lord," and having the mind of Christ she 
can enter into his sympathies with a groaning creation, and the 
longings of his people Israel. v 

But they cannot enter into hers, neither would it be possible 
for the expectation of her heart to be restricted to such things as 
would abundantly satisfy them. 

As an illustration of my meaning, I find John the Baptist saying 
in John iii. 29—" Ha that hath the bride is the bridegroom, the 
friend of the bridegroom which standeth and heareth him 
rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice; this my joy, 
therefore, is fulfilled," or again, we read in Rev. xxii. 12—" The 
spirit and the bride say come, and let him that heareth say come." 
Clearly all are occupied with him, all are desirous of his presence. 
But the cry of the bride, guided by the Spirit, the Comforter who 
never leaves her, has an expression distinct from all besides. 

Some object to suoh an interpretation of the Song of Songs as 
the foregoing, on the ground that they have oftentimes found 
their own "experiences" in it. Of this objection I would say, is 
all kindness, that it seems to me that that use of the Scripture which 
is often termed " experimental," in many instances proceeds from 
the fact of the Church sinking below her standing in Christ, into 
her own thoughts and feelings. Thus- the cravings of self are 
sought to be met instead of the mind and joy of the Holy Ghost 
being realized. For being called into the fellowship of Christ 
Jesus, and being indwelt by the Spirit, we are not alone objects 
of the counsels and purposes of God, but are also the partakers 
of these counsels, to whom his purposes are made known.—" Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the 
Dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather together in 
One all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are 
on earth, even in him in whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance." (Eph. i. 9.) 

The truly spiritual and experimental Christian is the one who 
in the midst of all the sorrows and trials of the wilderness, has 
learned to rejoice in the joy of the Spirit of the Living God over 
all his purposes of Grace and Glory. 

EVEN SO, COME, LOBD JESUS. 
AMEN. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH CHAPTER OF JOHN. 

The deepest Revelations of the Divine mind have been made1 

in times when everything connected with man had become utterly 
hopeless. Take for instance, the condition of things in Eden 
after Adam's fall; had the wisest created being, the highest Angel, 
been asked the question "what is to be done ?" he must have been 
silent, to have studied the scene there, in order to find a remedy, 
would have caused despair in the most prudent mind. Satan 
triumphing,—sin reigning,—Creation groaning,—Man ruined. 
What mind could find a remedy for such a wreok as this ? Yet, 
then, it is that the Only Wise God brings forth from His counsels 
of Eternity, that wondrous Truth by which His people have ever 
been sustained—" The seed of the Woman shall bruise the Serpent's 
Head." 

Also, again, in the days of Nehemiah, when a remnant returned 
to Jerusalem from the captivity, not as a people like the sand on the 
sea shore for multitude, but a little remnant of Israel only. Not 
as their Fathers, led by glory and marching in triumph. No David's 
throne to gather to, or Solomon's wisdom to guide, no Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth, but a heap of ruins meeting their eye and 
sorrow filling their hearts, when they hear the words of the law, 
yet, at such a time, and to such a remnant, the Lord reveals a 
truth unknown to the nation, in the brighest days of prosperity; 
and by the revelation of that truth He imparts a joy to their 
fainting spirits, such as Israel had not known for ages. " The joy 
of the Lord is your strength." 

So the time chosen for revealing the highest Truth that shall 
ever be made known to the sons of men. The Lord's prayer, in 
the 17th of John, is one when every earthly hope is disappointed, 
never, since the world began, Was there such a dreary heart-break
ing time for man as on that eventful night. The darkest days of 
old had a glimmering of hope in them, but for the poor, sorrowing, 
anxious disciples now, there is not a single ray of hope on man's 
side of the grave! They had looked to Him as the Messiah ; had 
been gathered around Him as the Redeemer of Israel. They ex
pected to participate in His glorious circumstances, and are now 
told that they must be scattered to their own. This is the hour, 
when leaving that lonely upper room, the blessed Lord utters to 
His Father, in their hearing, such truths as the ear and heart 
of man had never received before. 

Then, you know, as this Revelation was not made in the midst 
of the glories of a gathered kingdom. So neither is it delayed for 
the ordering of a gathered Church. It is not a revelation given 
to Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, or any other of the Holy 
Apostles and Prophets of the New Testament, to be, by them, first 
unfolded at Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus, or wherever 
the Saints may assemble, when they shall have been gathered 
with one heart and soul together; having gifts and offices of varied 
kinds. Doubtless, indeed, they joy over it in their time, still it 
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tarries not for that time, but bursts forth in a night of sorrow, 
from a heart of love that can be straitened no longer. 

Now I believe we have a lesson of instruction in the way the 
Holy Ghost has used the 17th chapter of John since those days 
It is often when Believers have found themselves in Spirit, to a 
certain extent in similar circumstances, that this portion has 
been made most precious to the heart, first uttered, as it had been, 
at a time when everything man sought after had the sentence of 
death upon it. All ruined that could be ruined, and nothing set 
np for their hearts to be ocoupied with. The Lord Himself alone 
with them. Himself alone tho strength of their hearts. 

But when, on the other hand, the poor Church has become occu
pied with Herself, and her attainments, her giftB or her works, or as 
in later days some have been setting up a oandlestick in the earth 
and beholding it with admiration. At such seasons the Lord's 
Prayer, in the 17th of John, has had but little place in their 
midst; it enters not into their liturgies—it is but little noticed 
in their assemblies. 

THE HOURS OF THE LORD JESUS. 
In reading the Gospels I am very much struck with the way in 

which every hour of the time of the Lord Jesus is filled np. 
There is no "loitering" in the path of the Blessed One through 
the world; no seeking (like we seek) for ease ; life with Him is 
taken np with the untiring activities of love. He lives not for 
himself; God and man have all his thoughts and all his care. If 
He seeks for solitude, it is to be alone with his Father. Does he 
seek for society ? it is to be about his Father's business. By 
night or day He is always the same—On the Mount of Olives 
praying, in the Temple teaching, in the midst of sorrow comfort
ing, or where sickness is, healing; every act declares Him to be 
the One who lives for others. He has a joy in God, man cannot 
understand—a care for man, that only God could shew. You never 
find him acting for himself. If hungry in the wilderness, he 
works no miracle to supply his own need; but if others are hun
gering around Him, the compassion of His heart flows forth, and 
he feeds them by thousands. 

Oh! that we were more like Him! 
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