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THE GREATNESS OF THE SON.

(HEBREWS 1.)

Tue gospel of Matthew and the epistle to
the Hebrews were written to help Christians
who had been Jews. In both of these books
THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE PERSON OF
THE SoN is specially presented. Then on
account of His greatness His work is great;
the system He forms is great, and indeed all
that is connected with His glorious Person
must necessarlly be great. It is who and
what He is that gave value to His death,
which is the foundation on which everything
for God is built. The majesty of the Person
gave character to the sacrifice upon which
the glory of God rests for time and eternity,
and is the basis on which the vast scheme of
blessing is laid.

The object of the, epistle to the Hebrews
is that the people of God may have their
hands filled (like the priests in Lev. viii)
with their appreciation of Christ. No one
can be in God’s presence without having
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2 THE GREATNESS OF THE SON,

something to offer, and he must have that
which can be presented, and be acceptable
to Gob.

The Person of the Son is brought before
us, and through the work of the Spirit we
are brought to appreciate His preciousness
and His work. The measure of this appre-
ciation is the measure of that which we
have to offer to God. We can only offer to
God that which has been wrought in our
souls by the Holy Spirit:. therefore our
poverty is often exposed by the meagreness
of our offering when we draw near to God
in our priestly character!

The epistle to the Hebrews commences
with the greatness of His Person as Son.
Chapter 1. gives five most beautiful, distinct,
and instructive settings of His glory. We
have thus a five-fold clear presentation of
the divine glory of the One whom we have
been brought to know and to love, that are
most helpful to our souls to trace and
meditate upon !

God has now spoken in the Person of the ’
Son. He, in the past, spoke through pro-
phets, who were only men privileged to
express the will of God, but now God has
spoken *in Son.” He, the Son, the Speaker,
is Gon. A prophet was chosen to be God’s
mouthpiece, but now God has spoken, not
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as Father, but as Son. The One in whom
God speaks s God—THE SoN, become man.
What marvellous grace! What an astound-
ing fact! One who is, in His own’ Person,
“God over all,” yet a real Man in whom
God has spoken to men. God has spoken
as Son.

In Old Testament times God spoke in
different ways, and partly made known His
mind, and gradually unfolded His thoughts.
He did not make known the whole of His
mind, but communicated it in part through
many servants. Now the whole mind of
God is revealed. A divine Person having
become man could not express less than #se
whole will of God. If God has spoken as
Son, no one can speak after Him. Elijah
was an honoured servant, and John_the
Baptist the greatest ever born of a woman,
but now the Sort has come, and no one can
add to that which has been expressed by
and in Him. The mind of God has been
completely declared, and henceforth it could
only be the unfolding and developing of that
which shone perfectly in Him.

The first setting in this marvellous exhibi-
tion of glory presents His Person apart in
thought from the condition which He entered
into by becoming man. It is His divine gloty
that is presented—the glory of a divine
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Person, His Godhead glory, which must
ever be His own!

We have thus a most marvellous presen-
tation of His glory, which we may liken to
a chain of six links. The Son is established
“heir of all things.” In eternal purpose
this was decreed, and now He is placed
over all (Heb. ii.), and soon all things will
be manifestly under His sway. He will
inherit the whole universe of God, not
as an inferior, or as one who receives a
portion .through descent; for it is all His
own! The purpose of God was that the
Son, who became a man, should inherit
everything.

He is the Creator of the worlds, therefore
He will inherit all things. He formed all,
and therefore He inherits the works of His
own hands. It is all His own by creative
right, and through redemption He will possess
His own inheritance according to eternal
purpose.

The material creation was formed—the
heavens and the earth—in view of the
accomplishment of God's purpose. The
creation thus serves as a platform for the
display of the ways of God, His power, His
wisdom, His love; yea, the manifestation of
Hlimself in Christ : and soon the vast system
- which will be formed to satisfy His heart



THE GREATNESS OF THE SON. 5

will be displayed; therefore creation is
ascribed to Him as God, the Son, and the
Word!

The Son being the One who will complete
the whole scheme of purpose was necessarily
the Creator of that on which He would place
a universe, characterised by the knowledge
of the Father revealed in the Son.

Christ as “the Word” is the revelation of
the mind of God concerning man. “The
Word,” as the thought or mind of God, is
eternal, for it is God Himself (Heb. iv. 12,
13), and Christ incarnate was the expression
of it to man.

This globe on which we dwell the Word
created in view of the thoughts of God
regarding man, and His purpose will even-
tually be fully effectuated to His own glary!
Hence we can see the spiritual reason why
creatlon is ascribed to the Son, and to Him

“the Word,” for He was to be the One to
reveal the Father, and to set forth in His own
Person as man all that God is, and the whole
thought of God in regard to man!

So God has spoken as Sox, and God has
appointed the Son “heir of all things,” and
by the Son the worlds were made.

What a privilege is ours to contemplate
His glory! How sad would it be that any
one should seek to tarnish it! The holy
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scriptures specially and consistently guard
the glory of the Person of the Soxn because
He was the One divine Person who became
man to effect the purpose of God. He veiled
His glory by coming in the likeness of men,
and hence the special need of the marvellous
unfolding of His glory in the holy scriptures.
The Son—the One who will inherit all things,
the Creator of the worlds, is “ the brightness
of God’s glory "—the effulgence, the shining
forth in harmony of all the-traits of God’s
nature and being. God, as God, in His own
essential being dwells in light inaccessible,
but He has been revealed, “ declared,” in the
Son. (John i 18) It is our privilege to
know Him thus revealed, to know Him as
fully as it is possible for the Infinite to be
known by those who are finite.

Only One who was God could reveal God,
hence we read, “ Who being the effulgence
of his glory, and the expression of his sub-
stance.” He is the express image of, He
exactly displays in His own Person, all that
God is in His own essential being. There-
fore when He became man He was the Son
of God, because He set forth in His own
Person all that God is. By Him becoming
man God fully shone forth in the Person of
the Son, in this scene of darkness.

We have another glory mentioned in this
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marvellous unfolding. He who is thus “the
effulgence of his glory,” &c., “wupholds all
things by the word of his power.” We see
the power of the utterance of the Son. The
maintenance of what He created depends
upon Him. This exercise of divine power
is by Him who planned in perfect wisdom,
and then created by His word, the worlds
that are now dependent upon Him!

There is still another glory in this connec-
tion. When He had “by himself made the
purification [or purgation] of sins, sef Aim-
self down on the right hand of the greatness
on high.” Mark, this is not the place grven
to Him as man, but that which is His own!
It is His as a divine Person, hence He set
Himself down in highest glory. -He fook
the seat which was His own; it belonged to
Him because of who He is; but defore He
took it He acquired a glory—He achieved
the purgation of sins! This He did after
He became man. Stil], only a divine Person
could do it. All men had sinned, and no
mere man could purify the world from these
sins. The glory of wiping sins out of the
universe belongs to Him. He has done it,
and the glory must ever be His. He has,
by going into death, accomplished eternally
the perfect and complete purifying of sins
from the universe of God by the sacrifice of
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Himself. This divine fact has now been
dccomplished, and the public result will be
manifested at His appearing, but the glory of
having achieved it will ever be His. Having
obtained this glory, “ He sat down on the
right hand of the majesty on high.” He had
finished this great work Himself, and then
He took the place which was His by right.
He could set Himself down. What dignity!
What moral greatness is expressed in this
act! He entered the condition of manhood,
and through this obtained the renown—the
glory, of having by sacrifice made purgation
of sins, and then He occupied the seat which
belonged to Him because of who He is.

Thus these varied glories are linked to-
gether. He is the heir of all things, and the
One who made the worlds. Then in His
Person He is the effulgence of God'’s glory,
the expression of His substance, and up-
holding all things by the word of His power;
having accomplished the purification of sins,
set Himself down at the right hand of the
greatness on high.

We have now another chain of glories. In
setting Himself down He takes a place
“much better than angels, for he inherits a
more excellent name than they.” He, as
man, inherits according to eternal purpose
a glory far beyond angels. We are notnow
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speaking of the distinctive glory of His
Person as Son, apart in thought, from man-
hood, but of that into which He has entered
by becoming man, for as man He must
have a unique place, which is not only higher
than angels but which is in marked contrast
to the highest beings in the universe. There
are three links in this chain of glory which
are connected with the Son in the condition
of manhood. Angels are called “sons of
God"” (Job xxxviii. 7), but God never ad-
dressed an angel as “My son.” No angel
ever was, or could be, addressed as ‘“ Thou
art my son, this day have I begotten thee.”
This position was unique. It is His alone.
He inberited it because of WHO and what
He is, and on account of His glorious posi-
tion in the purpose of God.

He, as man, has a place that no one else
could share. He dlone could say, “1 will
declare the decree: the Lord has said unto
me, Thou art my son; this day have I be-
gotten thee.” When here in manhood He
was ever in the full consciousness of the
glorious relationship which was His. He
said, when about twelve years of age, * Wist
ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business ?” (Luke ii. 49). Satan knew He
was the Son of God, and therefore suggested
that He should * command this-stene that it
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be made bread.” (Luke iv. 3.) As Son He
had the right to “command,” but having
entered manhood He was the dependent
man and would not use His power without a
word from His God. Then, at the close of.
His sojourn here, He could say, “I have
kept my Father's commandments and abide
in his love.” What a stupendous fact! A
real Man in the perfect enjoyment of the
Father’s love, and in the full consciousness
of the relationship expressed’in the words,
“My Son”!

Then, on the other hand, what a victory
for God to have One on earth in this rela-
tionship in all the perfection of manhood !
What a triumph, after all the ruin Satan had
brought in, to have suck a Man whom He
could call “My Son"”! He, indeed, had been
born of a woman by the power of the Holy
Ghost, but in Him there was every moral
and spiritual trait that the heart of God
desired. There was divine, heavenly per-
fection- in that lowly Man Jesus, and God’s
eye could rest with perfect pleasure and
satisfaction on Him.

He was ever the eternal Son in the bosom
of the Father, but the relationship of Son
in #ime into which He entered by becoming
man He will ever retain. His bodily con-
dition is now altered, for He is-now glorified
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—a glorified Man in heaven—but the rela-
tionship is not changed. Hence Hebrews i.
speaks of Him when He has faken a place
at the right hand of the majesty on high,
according to purpose, and the Spirit applies
the verse from Psalm ii. to Him when seated
there. Then there is also added, “1 will
be to him for Father, and he shall be to me
for Son.”

These words were spoken to David of
Solomon, but, in the mind of the Spirit, it
was of Christ. Thus this first setting of
glory presents the glory of His Person,
apart in thought from the bodily condition
He entered into; but in the second we have
His unique position when He had become
man. What food for meditation! ~ How
these thoughts are calculated to draw forth
the homage of our hearts. How could we
refrain from worshipping Him? We are
bound to prostrate our souls before Him as
the glory of His Person fills the vision of
our souls. Then what could hinder us re-
joicing as we think of this incomparable
position He has in manhood, as expressed in
these three clauses: “Thou art my Son,”
%] will be to him for Father,” “ He shall be
to me for Son.” How marvellous God's
triumph is seen in having Man in such
nearness of relationship, and in this exalted
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position. From this alone can we learn what
*“ sonship ” is for those who form the church.
We have now a third presentation of His
glory: “ When he bringeth in the first-be-
gotten into the world, he saith, And let all
the angels of God worship him"!

The bringing of the first-begotten into the
world is primarily future, not exclusively
the past. When? At any time. If He
appears, He must be worshipped. The One
who is the “first "—the highest One—must
be an object for worship. When He is
brought into the world, through becoming
man, lest any should overlook the glory of
His Person, it says, *“ Worship him, all ye
gods” (Psa. xcvii. 7), namely, those who
represent God in His universe, are called to
worship this One! He has a more excellent
name than the most exalted angel, according
to eternal purpose. He is the One “ who is
over all, God blessed for ever " (Rom. ix. 5),
and therefore, though He has become man,
yet He is an object for worship to the highest
beings in the universe of God. They may
be called to prostrate themselves before
Him, but those who are redeemed, and
brought into association with Him, with
great delight bow before Him in adoration.
They express the worship of their innermost
being in intelligent praise to Him!
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We have now a fourth aspect of His glory.
He says, “ Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire.” Angels
assume any form that God wills in order to
carry out His service. They were made,
but the Son was One who made all things.
He is addressed by God thus: “ But unto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O ‘God, is for
ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is
the sceptre of thy kingdom ”!

The One who has become man is thus
addressed as Gop. He has therefore, as
God, an eternal throne, an unchangeable one.
He is also the true King, the One of whom
Solomon was a type, and a sceptre of
righteousness characterises His kingdom.
The latter throne He will grve up when the
last enemy has been destroyed.

The Son veiled His glory and was rejected,
and therefore throughout “the world to
come” He will be specially exalted. Then, all
having been brought into subjection, He will
give up the position of being the One pro-
minent Ruler, and Gop—Father, Son and
Holy Ghost—will be all in all! He will
never cease to be Man, nor give up His
place as Head, but the position in rule He
will no longer retain. The kingdom will
have served its purpose, and all the re-
deemed will ever find their joy in God, and
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will live in the full, unclouded enjoyment of
what God is in His own nature. Thus the
moral elements of the kingdom will remain,
though God will be all in all!

Surely we can only say, as we look upon
the wonderful ways of God, “ O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out!
For of him, and #rough him, and f him, are
all things: to whom be glory for ever”!
(Rom. xi. 33-36.)

What a privilege for us to contemplate
His glory who has an unchangeable throne;
and we can rejoice that He is, as He must
ever be, pre-eminent everywhere!

When here, He “loved righteousness and
hated iniquity,” and now He has been
“anointed with the oil of gladness above
his companions”! Through sovereign mercy
others are associated with Him, but He
must ever surpass all others in love, joy
and everything else!

We have now a fifth glory presented: He
is the One who has passed through untold
sorrows—yea, was pre-eminent—in this
too! He has experienced isolation and lone-
liness in the midst of enemies. His *strength
was weakened in the way”; and He was
“cut off in the midst of his days,” yet He
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was the One who ‘ hast founded the earth;
and the heavens are the works of thy hands.”
He was the Maker of all, and all will serve
His purpose.

Thus the One who was “cut off” in the
midst of His days is greeted as the Maker of
the earth and the heavens. They will
perish, but He is “ the same "—the One who
ever remains!

There could not be either decay or change
in Him. Years rolling by never affect His
Person. He is the One who *inhabiteth
eternity.” (Isa. lvii. 15.)

The works of His hands will serve His
purpose, and then He will “fold them up,”
as a person does with the garments he has
finished using. Let us note how the dignity,
the majesty, the glory of His Person shines
in all this!

First He is the Creator of all thlngs in-
habiting eternity; then, when the vast crea-
tion—of which only a small portion comes
within the compass of our ken—has served
its purpose, He will fold it up. (Psa.cii. 25-27;
Isa. li. 6.) The material universe serves for
a platform upon which the will of God is
accomplished ; then, when His marvellous

handiwork has accomplished its end, He
will fold it up, and He changes it as a man
changes his garments.
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The earth and the heavens perish, but He
continues still. They grow old like a cover-
ing which we use, and then He will “roll
them up,” and “they shall be changed : but
thou art the same, arid thy years shall not
fail.” (Heb. i. 12; Psa. cii. 25-27.) ,

This immense creation was formed by His
word (Psa. xxxiii. 9; 1xv. 6; John i. 3; Eph.
iii. 9), and when the moment arrives He will
change its whole condition. It is only as a
vesture in His hands, which accomplishes
His purpose, and then He will change it,
and it will be changed according to the will
of the' unchangeable One! (Rev. xxi. 1;
2 Pet. iii. 10-13.)

In the meantime the Son who became man
is thus addressed: “Sit thou on my right
hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool.”

He still sits there (out of natural sight)
and angels serve those who are, through
divine mercy, connected with Him. (Heb. i.
14.)

We have thus the divine glory of His
Person as Son brought before us in these
five different connections for our adoring
contemplation. The glory of His Person as
SON (vers. 2, 3), the unique place which is
His when become man (ver. 5). Then He
is the object of worship for the most exalted
beings in the universe of God. Then, again,
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the Son s GOD (John i. t; Phil. ii. 6), and
is so addressed. (Ver. 8.) Then, lastly, He
is the CREATOR (John i. 3; Col. i. 14-17),
and when what He has created shall have
served His purpose He will change it, but
He Himself is ever the same.

May we, through contemplating His glory,
be braught to know Himself better, and thus
our heart’s affections,be more absorbed by
Him. May: His beauty, His moral excellences
and glories, so-fill the visions of our souls that
we may bow before Him in adoring gratitude
and praise, not only for picking us up but in
associating us with Himself~now in the day
of His rejection, and by-and-by with Him in
His glory. May we be so under the power
of the grace of His Person that we-may be
pleasing Zo Him, and be more distinctly for
Him in this—the scene of His humiliation,
sorrows, and rejectiobn—till He comes. Amen.

- X l-



THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST AS MAN.

(PSA. XVL.)

THE fve (5) books of the Psalms (divided as
follows : first, i.—xli.; second, xlii.-Ixxii.;
third, lxxiii.-lxxxix.; fQurth, xc.—cvi.; fifth,
cvii.—cl.) form a very important part of the
holy scriptures, and if read:prayerfully, they
have a very stimulating and healthy effect
on those who fear God. The order in which
the psalms are placed is of great importance,
for though each one is perfect and complete
in itself, yet to understand its proper bearing
we must see its conmection with those that
precede and those that follow.

The psalms bring before us, in an orderly
manner, the characteristics of the work of
God in the souls of His people.

There is no other book in the Bible that
so fully gives the distinct marks of the work
of God in souls. God gradually leads His
people onward, and the spiritual traits are
seen in each as he grows in the knowledge
of God as revealed in Christ.

The special privileges which belong to t4e
church are not found in the psalms, but there
are great divine principles that characterise
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the faithful in every period. The light,
liberty and relationship zow revealed in
Christ is not there unfolded, for it is a people
with an earthly hope that are generally
contemplated. Still, the special features of
the work of God in the soul are clearly and
richly presented.

In the first book (Psa. i.—xli.) the Person
of Christ—prophetically, and the purpose of
God, are moré prominently brought before
us than in the other books. It looks at the
godly remnant of the Jews in relationship
with Jehovah, with the privileges attached
to going to His temple. It gives their
position and experiences in the last days
under the wilful king before he declares
himself as the Antichrist. This, in principle,
was their position when Christ was on earth.;
hence He Himself is more personally pre-
sented in the first book, ¢.g., in Psalms xvi.,
xxit., x1., &ec.

The other evening we were looking at
“the greatness of the Son.” “The Son” is
His name as God—* unto the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.”
(Heb. i. 8.) We were then contemplating
His divine glories, and this psalm (xvi.)
presents the same Person, but as Man. It
is the Man Christ Jesus! The One we
would have known if we had been on earth
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during the time of His sojourn here. But
we must ever remember that He is “ God
over all,” yet areal man. These two thoughts
we cannot take in at the same moment; we
being only finite, have to think of Him as
God, and then as Man. The scriptures thus
present Him to us, for Hebrews i. presents
His divine glory, and chapter ii. the reality
of His manhood. We read, “ Who being
the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all things
by the word of his power.” We also read,
“Who in the days of his flesh, when he had
offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears unto him that was
able to save him from death, and was heard
in that he feared,” or * because of his piety.”
(Heb. v. 7)) How plainly these scriptures
shew that the One who s “God cver all,
blessed for evermore,” entered into the real
condition of manhood, and that He is now
the glorified Man on high.

Psalm xvi. presents Him as Man, the de-
pendent Man on earth. It is well, however,
to notice that when our Lord is thus spoken
of in scripture there are always passages
alongside which shew His Godhead glory,
and thus the truth of His Person is carefully
guarded.

We will first look at the connection of this
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with the preceding psalms. In Psalm xiv.,
“The Lord looked down from heaven upon
the children of men, to see if there were
any who did understand, and seek God.”
The solemn verdict was, “ They are all gone
aside, they are all together become filthy:
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”
In Psalm xv., seeing there are none on
earth of whom God can approve, the impor-
tant question is raised, “ Lord, who shall
abide in thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell in
thy holy hill?” The Lord had chosen His
holy hill, and He had a tabernacle, but it was
not His purpose for the tabernacle to be
empty, for the hill must be inhabited. The
Lord’s purpose was to surround Himself
with men, but where were they to come
from, when not so much as one wman
on earth would do? Psalm xv. gives the
character required, but where are the per-
sons? This question is now answered, for
in Psalm xvi. we have the Man—the One in
whom God delighted. (Matt. xii. 18.) God,
as it were, says, Here is the One! He
alone is the Man, the only kind of man, who
could fully answer to the thought of God.
Thus in Psalm xiv. there is not one man
who will suit God. In Psalm xv. the ques-
tion is raised, Who will be on God’s chosen
hill? In Psalm xvi. we have #e Man, the
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only one who answers to the mind of God!
It presents Christ personally as Man. No
other could be compared with Him. He is
unique, and His greatness is seen by con-
necting this psalm with those that follow.

Psalm xvii. presents Christ identified with
His people. His “goodness” was fowards
them (Psa. xvi. 3), and now it is #pon them.
He links Himself with them—putting words
in their lips, for He only could say, ‘“ Hear
the right.” No mere mah could use these
words but this unique One only, whose
judgment was absolutely according to God.
(Isa. xlix. 4.) In this psalm it is those saints
who have a heavenly hope. They have not
“their portion in this life” (ver. 14); they look
forward to ‘“behold his face in righteous-
ness,” and to be satisfied when in His like-
ness. They derive their character from
Christ, for He is great enough to impart
moral traits to all heavenly saints, both in
this present period and to all who wi// be in
God'’s universe.

In Psalm xviii. Christ identifies Himself
also with those of His saints who have an
earthly hope. The Lord is here viewed as
king over Israel; and then He is made
“head of the heathen,” and a people He, as
Man, had not known serve Him.

Thus we have Christ personally in Psalm
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xvi.,, then He identifies Himself with, and
gives character and spiritual beauty to, His
own who have a /eavenly hope (Psa. xvii.),
and also to His own who have an earthly
prospect. (Psa. xviii.)

How this brings before our souls the
greatness of the Man Christ Jesus! There
will be millions of saints blessed in heaven
and also on earth, but He will give character
to each individual of the many families (Eph.
iii. 15) thus blessed!

God has given the earth to the children of
men, and therefore they must possess it.
When this is brought to pass the whole uni-
verse of God will display the greatness of
the Man Christ Jesus, who was once des-
pised but is now glorified, and who will give
character to the whole “ universe of God.”

When in humiliation He could say, “ Learn
from me” (Matt.” xi. 29), but in that day all
His people will have been formed by Him,
so that what He is morally will be displayed
in them. Thus Christ will shine characteris-
tically and universally under the eye of
God, to His praise and satisfaction.

We will now briefly look at this beautiful
Psalm (xvi.), which views our Lord as Man.
There are three leading features in it ; these
are the marks of a perfect Man.

The first is, absolute confidence in God,
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for He says, “ Preseryve me, O God: for in
thee do I put my trust.”

Adam, though surrounded with mercies
that should have spoken to him of the good'
ness of his Creator, had #of this confidence in
God. God Himself had prepared that garden,
and everything that a wise and beneficent
Creator could devise and supply was placed
in it. Adam, though thus blessed and pro-
vided for, turned to an inferior creature,
over which he had been plated as head, and
to which he had but recently given the name
“serpent.” It was the most subtle thing in
creation, and Adam had given it a suitable
name. | Satan uses this creature, and Adam
listens to one whom he should have known
was an enemy of his Lord, for he suggested
that he would gain by disobeying the One
whose goodness was manifested everywhere
around him. He listens and trusts this
one who thus assails him because he lacked
perfect confidence in the One who had dis-
played such thoughtfulness and kindness
towards him.

In this perfect Man of Psalm xvi. there
was supreme confidence in His God. He had
not entered into an earthly paradise, as was
Eden, but into a sinful world, where every-
thing was in disorder. In Eden everything
spoke of the goodness of God, but the scene
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into which Christ entered had all been
marred. The true character of His God had
been misrepresented; yet there was, in this
blessed Man, such confidence in God that He
would not use His inherent powerto change
His circumstances without a word from
God. He may be in a wilderness, tempted of
Satan, without food for forty days, yet He
will not put forth His power to turn stones
into bread. He was the Son of God, and as
such had the right to “command,” but He
would not move without a word from God.
He was a perfect Man, who knew the heart
of God, and therefore what God ordered was
the very best. Perfect confidence produced
perfect obedience and dependence, and there-
fore the perfection of Manhood was seen in
Him! )

How much we lack through not really
knowing God Himself. How often our
paths are crooked and we endeavour to
change our circumstances through lack of
confidence in HIM who is perfect in wisdom,
love and power.

Here is One who though “uncheered by
earthly smiles” throughout His whole path-
way (though He could have commanded)
walked entirely and perfectly, placing His
whole trust in His God. There was no self-
confidence, no self-seeking, but a perfect life
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of fullest confidence in God, though His path
was one of sorrow, suffering and rejection.

This heavenly Stranger had faken a place
of subjection. He said to Jehovah, “ Thou
art my Lord.” Jehovah was the One to con-
trol Him. He was not influenced by any per-
son or anything around Him.# He thought
not of consequences, results, or what would
affect Him personally, but simplyand entirely
of God and His will. He came to do “the
will of God,” and in every detail of life He
did it perfectly. He absolutely never moved
without a word from God (Isa. 1. 4), and
everything He did was entirely according to
God.

What a victory for God to have such a
Man upon earth! ‘The first man” had
fallen before Satan and under the power of
sin, but this Man was impregnable against
sin and Satan, and H7s delight was “to do
the will of him” who had sent Him. In the
innermost part of His being there was per-
fect subjection and delight in the will of God.
It was not merely an obedience rendered,
like a man bowing to his superior, but the
obedience of One who never desired any-
thing but that which the will of God directed.
All His desires, tastes, yea, every spring of
His moral being was absolutely according
to God.
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This blessed, unique, and perfect Man
says to Jehovah, “My goodness extendeth
not to thee.” “ Goodness” is a quality in
God alone. (Luke xviii. 19; Psa.xvi. 3.) The
Lord replied to the ruler who came to Him,
but who only regarded Him as a good man—
a teacher in whom he had some confidence,
“ Why callest thou me good ? none is good,
save one, that is, God.”

God is absolutely good, and “ doeth good,”
but man, as such, is fallen. The springs of
his moral being are all corrupted.

The Lord Jesus being a divine Person
brought into manhood moral traits and cha-
racteristics which could not have been pro-
duced by mere creature power.

Here was One who is God, wyet a real
Man. He did not become a man in order to
obtain a place with Jehovah, for He was
Jehovah. His “goodness” was not toward
Jehovah, but toward the saints. He came
to put the moral and spiritual traits that
characterised Him as Man upon the saints
of Jehovah. Thus the saints in the heavens
and those on earth are to take character
from Him, so that all may be to the delight
of the heart of God.

He had come to redeem and to save, and
to present the saints before God in His own
beauty, according to eternal purpose.
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It is no wonder that the heavens opened,
and that the Father’s voice was heard, declar-
ing, * This is my beloved Son, in whom is all
my delight.” (Luke iii. 22.) Then the Son
of God looks at the saints and says of them,
“In whom is all my delight.” His delight
was all centred in the saints of Jehovah,
because they were His. There was nothing
in them, naturally, which attracted the Lord
to them, but on account of God’s workman-
ship seen in them, and because they were
Jehovah'’s, they were the “excellent on the
earth,” and all His delight was in tkem. The
Father found His delight in the Son, and the
Son found His delight in the saints, because
of who they belonged to, and He would
present them to the Father, shining in His
own spiritual beauty.

From the New Testament we know that
it was not the clever, the intellectual, or the
religious leaders of that day who went out
to be baptised of John. (Matt. xxi. 32.) God
in His sovereignty always has a few amongst
the rich of this world (1 Cor. i. 26, 27), and
there were some in that day, but generally
speaking it was the publicans, tax-gatherers,
sinners, and the despised who received the
testimony of God, while the Pharisees and
scribes rejected it. (Matt. xxi. 31, 32.)

Are there any in this room who in



THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST AS MAN. 29

position and wealth are above others? If
s0, remember that the Lord looked on those
despised but repentant ones, who were the
saints of Jehovah, and said, “ In whom is all
my delight.” His affections were set on
these who responded to Jehovah’s call, and
His delight was in them.

This psalm presents Christ personally,
but in proportion as He lives in us the same
traits (in measure) will be seen. (Gal. ii. 20)
If we are in subjection to the Lord, our
affections and our delights will be in the
saints too, because they belong to Him.

The Lord would not recognise any depar-
ture from God. For God not to have His
place in our hearts is in principle to allow a
talse God. If God does not possess our
affections, then Satan will use some one or
something else to usurp His place in our
hearts; and this is idolatry. We are, in
ourselves, weakness itself, but there is
priestly grace to maintain us in living touch
with God Himself, and with His heavenly,
perfect and eternal system to which we now
belong. This priestly grace is not for those
who draw back, but for those who go for-
ward with God.

The second leading feature of this psalm
is perfect satisfaction. He desired nothing
but the portion given to Him by His God.
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This psalm presents the Man Christ Jesus
during the three and a half years of His
active ministry. It commences with His
identification with the saints, which took
place at His baptism—* it become s to fulfil
all righteousness” (Matt. iii. 15), and it closes
with Him reaching the right hand of God
by the pathway of life. What a suffering
three and a half years was His! How He
felt the unbelief and sin of man! Their wilful
rejection of Him and His death was ever be-
fore Him. and even His disciples were dull
and “ faithless ”; yet this perfect Man could
nevertheless say, ¢ The lines are fallen unto
me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
heritage.” He desired nothing outside the
portion given Him. He did not ask for one
thing to be altered. If there was perfect
and absolute confidence in God, there was
a)so perfect satisfaction, and not even a desire
for one thing to be changed.

The Lord was the true Levite. Jehovah
was His portion, His inheritance, His cup,
and He maintained His lot. (Psa. xvi. 3.)
He found His a// in God. He said, “ All my
springs are in thee.” (Psa. Ixxxvii. 7.) How
often we find our hearts elsewhere, and are
thus cheated out of our true portion and
what is “really life.” (r Tim. vi. 19, New
Trans.) How often, through indulgence
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in even lawfu! things, we miss the enjoy-
ment of “our own things.” (Luke xvi. 12.)
May welhenceforth each know more of what
the perfect One knew 'as He passed along
among men.

The Lord was grieved because of the
hardness of their hearts, and at every step
He met that which oppressed His heart and
mind, yet He could speak of *pleasant
places” and of a ‘“goodly heritage.”

How little one knows what real Chris-
tianity is! How little we have drunk in of
the Spirit of Christ. How often we are
anxious to change our circumstances. There
was nothing of this in this perfect, heavenly
Stranger. :

Paul followed closely in His steps, for
he could say, “I have learned, in whatso-
ever state I am, therewith to be content.”
(Phil. iv. 11.) .

Let us ever remember that real blessmg
lies in subjection to the Lord, and #hu#s we can
fill the little niche where He places us. To
change our circumstances is most dangerous,
and may result in present and eternal loss.
Do we find them irksome and unpleasant?
To run away may be to miss the greatest
blessing. Perhaps it is the very school
needed to teach some deep and important
spiritual lesson which could be learnt in no

4
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other way. The things we do not like are
those used in discipline to help us heaven-
ward.

King Hezekiah had complained, but after-
wards he said, “ He hath spoken, and himself
hath done it.” (Isa. xxxviii. 15~18.) When he
fully realised that the Lord had brought him
low for his spiritual gain he broke forth,
exclaiming, “ O Lord, by these things men
live, and in all these things is the life of my
spirit.” The things we naturally like often
bring death and barrenness to us spmtually ;
while those disliked often produce exercises,
and so, through them, we live—Godward.

The One who loves us perfectly knows
best where to place us; what to permit and
order or restrain; and our wisdom is in
happy subjection to His will, to accept all
from His hand, and thus reap the gain He
has decreed. The Lord Himself in one of
His most trying moments said, “ Even so,
Father: for it seemed good in thy sight.”
(Matt. xi. 26.) How one longs for such a
spirit !

The Lord was a true traveller. We often
wander, and so get defiled by what is morally
set forth by “bones,” * graves,” and by going
into tents where there is death. (Num. xix.
13-16.) The Lord received counsel from
Jehovah. His inward thoughts also in-
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structed Him “in the night seasons.” He
was no “open vessel,” and could not be
contaminated by the evil around.

He “set Jehovah always before him.” He
was conscious that Jehovah was “ at his right
hand,” and therefore He said, “I shall not be
moved.” There was purpose of heart with
Him. His face was sef in the right direction,
for He “set the Lord always before him.”
How good to have God before one, and
therefore at the “right hand.”

We, too, are called to walk with God, and
it is our privilege to be ever conscious that
He s at our right hand. There is no failure
on His side, and if we do His will, He is
always at hand. (Phil. iv. 5.) The apostle
could say, “ Nevertheless the Lord stood by
me,” and it was indeed a trying monrent
when Paul experienced this.

We now come to the last three verses,.
where the third leading mark is found,
namely, “fulness of joy.” This could for
Him be found only in the presence of God!
To reach this He would pass through death.
Death is the judgment of God on account
of sin (Gen. ii. 17), and therefore it was a
dreadful thing in the sight of the Lord. It
was a great mercy for God to end the condi-
tion man brought in through sin; but death
in itself is an awful thing; it snaps all

D
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natural ties, breaks all links with this scene,
and through it man has to pass into eternity.
It is, we repeat, a very great mercy, but
nevertheless it is the solemn judgment of
God because of sin.

Our Lord being the embodiment of all
perfection, He felt all that God would have
a man to feel regarding death. (John xi. 33.)
He was holy, a man of a different kind from
Adam—One who had Jehovah at His right
hand, and who could say; * Therefore my
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my
flesh also shall rest in hope !

The blessed One who walked in perfect
confidence in Jehovah has unshaken con-
fidence in view of death, which He must
pass through to reach the ‘“right hand,” if
He would inaugurate the path of life for us.
His heart—the seat of affection—was “ glad”
and (what distinguished Him from all others)
“rejoiced.” His flesh—that which was con-
nected with His condition as man—* rested
in hope” in view of resurrection. His soul
would not be left in, or to, Sheol—the plate
of departed spirits. Hell (or Sheol) here, in
this psalm, is not the place of torment, but
simply the unseen.

In Old Testament times if a person died
he went into the unseen—the great beyond.
Now that Christ has passed through death
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a saint of God who dies goes into the un-
seen, but it is to “be with Christ”! (Phil
i. 23.)

Our Lord’s soul would not, could not, be
held by the unseen world, neither could the
Holy One “see corruption”! This latter
clause, of course, is connected with His
body. But because of what He was—the
“Holy One,” if He went into death He must
come out, for resurrection was inherent in
Him. (John xi. 25; ii. 19.) A perfect,
heavenly, holy Man could not be held by it.
Death had no claim uporn Him, or germ in
Him!

If a sinner, in his sins, goes into death, it
is to be raised for judgment (John v. 29); but
for the *“ Holy One " to go there myst be to
break its power and triumph over it!

His humanity was holy (Luke i. 35), but
the thought here appears to be that His soul
would not be left to Hades, nor the Holy One
to see corruption, because of what He was,
morally and spiritually, as Man. He was an
entirely new kind of Man, whose person was
impregnable against evil, a heavenly Man
wholly according to God in the deep inner
recesses of His moral being, and therefore
could not be holden by death.

Wicked men may ‘ appoint” to bury His
body along with the bodies of the two crimi-
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nals crucified with Him (Matt. xxvii. 38), but
God would not allow this insult. * Joseph of
Arimathaea” (Luke xxiii. 50, 51) comes for-
ward and reverently lays it in his own new
tomb excavated in rock, for He was to be
“ with the rich in his death.” (Isa. liii. 9.)
The adversaries may seal the ‘ great stone”
rolled at the mouth of the opening, and to
make it more sure “ set a watch,” but it only
demonstrated more clearly the reality that
there was one Man that could not be holden
by death! How blessed and wonderful are
the ways and triumphs of God! He, again
we repeat, because of what He was morally
and spiritually, would be shewn “the path
of life.” Resurrection replaces man upon the
earth, but “the path of life ” leads to where
“there i1s fulness of joy and pleasures for
evermore.” He inaugurates that path. He
must tread it first if others were to follow;
and now, through mercy and grace, they
can follow. (Psa. xvi. 11.)

What a Person for our hearts to feast
upon! Even His enemies had to say, “ Never
man spake like this man”! He was the
unique One, the incomparable, excellent
One, who was perfection exemplified in faith-
fulness and grace—the One who in the
grace of His Person is unchangeable, and
whose company we are privileged to enjoy !
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If we were in company with Him we
should be formed in moral likeness to Him,
and others would observe the great trans-
forming effect. (Acts iv. 13.)

We are now where He has been rejected,
but the Holy Spirit is here that we may get
the gain of all that has been expressed in
Him, and that now shines in His adorable
Person on the Father’s throne—the earth-
rejected, but the heaven-accepted, glorified
One! Surely with delight we bow rever-
ently and adoringly before Him, saying,
“Thou art worthy.”

May the Lord, in His great mercy, grant
that our faces may be set in the right direc-
tion, that we may walk more wis Him,
so that we may take character more from
Him (for we are bound to be coloured by
the qbject engrossing our hearts and minds),
and that we may in our daily lives express
increasingly the grace of His Person where
He is still rejected, for His name’s sake.
Amen.



THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST.

(SCRIPTURES READ: ROM. IV. 23-25,; VIIl. 10; JOHN
XVI. 12-14; REV. XXII. 20, 21.)

THE scriptures very plainly shew the charac-
teristics of this present world. One mark is
lawlessness ; another, misery; and thirdly,
there is no escape from this dreadful condi-
tion. ’

There -is no hope for this present world.
It has refused God manifested in love and
grace, and it must fall under the judgment
of God. The individuals who form this
present world have no power even to take
a path Godward, and therefore this world,
until it is set aside in judgment, will remain
lawless, filled with unhappiness, and without
any real prospect before it.

God’s people stand in marked contrast to
those of this world. They, as seen in holy
scripture, are characterised by righteousness
and happiness, and have an unclouded pros~
pect before them. It is sad to have to own
that many, perhaps even most, who belong to
the Lord are not thus distinguished. The
reason is clear, namely, they are not in the
enjoyment of that which God, in His grace,
‘has given to them. It is therefore well to
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raise the question in our own minds, Wy is
it that the real enjoyment of divine things is
so little known? When in the presence of
God we find the answer; may we, through
grace, individually be led by the Spirit, so
that our path may be one of spiritual pros-
perity. i

The present hour is one of ruin, and we
cannot change persons, or things, generally,
but we should each be exercised as to our
own conduct. The apostle says to Timothy,
“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doc-
trine ; continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save ‘thyself, and them that
hear thee.” (1 Tim. iv. 16.)

It will, I think, be helpful to look at these
thoughts in connection with the scriptures
we have read this evening.

We all once belonged to this world. We
had therefore to*be won from lawlessness,
and brought into subjection to the Lord.
This was accomplished by the presentation
of THE ONe Man. I do not mean that
necessarily this name was mentioned, but
that Person was preached. The result was
that God wrought in our souls, and to some
extent we came under His influence. This
involves the truth of the One Man, though
He may have been spoken of as the Saviour,
Jesus, Lord, or some other name. (Acts xiii.
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38, 39.) Still, the first presentation of Christ
that is made effectual in our souls is con-
nected with Him as the One Man, though it
is through walking in subjection to Him as
Lord that we are prepared to understand
intelligently the great thought bound up in
the expression “the One Man"!

Very often young Christians are very bright
and happy, not on account of their intelli-
gence, but because they have been attracted
to a PersoN—the One Man., They have
been caught by the grace of His Person,
and are, for a time, saved from much that is
contrary to God; but, alas! how often this
brightness wanes, and departure is manifest.
Now, if this joy, which flows from being
brought to know the Lord Jesus, is to con-
tinue—and it certainly should not only go
on but increase day by day—there is but
one road which has to be travelled. To
progress spiritually we must walk in sub-
jection to the Lord, and, apart from this,
there is no going forward according to God.
Hence the truth of the Lordship of Christ is
of the greatest importance, and a, subject
we do well to remind one another of con-
tinually.

Romans iv. 24 speaks of believing on God
who “raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead.” *“He is Lorp of @/l,” but there are
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some on earth who have confessed Him as
Lorp. They recognise and delight to own
Him in this position or character; and while
they take His counsel, and are subject to
Him, they advance in “the true knowledge
of God.” (Col. i. 10, New Trans.)

He is, we repeat, “ Lord of all,” but He is
Lord ?o those who have called upon Him.
They know Him thus, they love to own Him
and they bow down to Him, and can say,
He is “our Lord”!

We are not now speaking of the Lord
Jesus as the Lord or Master to whom all
belong by creation-right, and now by pur-
chase. (2 Pet. ii. 1; Matt. xiii. 44.) Neither
are we speaking of Him as Jehovah, though
this thought is found in many places in the
New Testament. John the Baptist came to
prepare the way before Jehovah. We-glory
in Him as Jehowah (1 Cor. i. 31), and we can
boldly say, “The Lord [Jehovah] is my
helper.” (Heb. xiii. 6.) We are now speaking
of Christ as Lord according to Peter’s testi-
mony, “That God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ.” (Actsii. 36.) This is a position
given to Him in" connection with the vast
system of blessing which God is forming,
and which is present now in the power of
the Spirit, and seen by faith.
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We must not have the idea that Lord is
merely cold authority. It is a wonderful
thing to be under the Lordship of Christ, to
be subjected to the One who is the great
Administrator of all the blessing God has for
man. He is the true Joseph; all the wealth
and power of God is in His hand. It is
all administered by Him and no one can
have any blessing from God, save through
Him! The title Lord carries the thought
of authority with it, but it is to control us,
that we may have the present gain and
enjoyment of that which the heart of God
has prepared for man. Hence, if we are to
make spiritual progress, if our joy is to be
maintained, if we are to be here for God,
then we must be kept under the control of
the Lord.

The Lord leads us by a definite way (Exo.
xiii. 17, 18), and this spiritual pathway is
indicated in the first eleven verses of
Romans v. They unfold His administra-
tion, and if we are controlled by Him He
will conduct us along the road of soul-pros-
perity ; He will guide us gradually towards
the full light of the day, and as we travel
onwards our joy will deepen, and heavenly
things will shine more brightly before the
gaze of our souls.

We, by faith, know how God regards us.
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We see Christ risen, and from Him we learn
how God looks upon us. He, who died, has
been raised for our justification, and thus in
a living Person we see God’s mind concern-
ing us. Then we have * peace towards God ;"
we stand in God’s favour in all that God is
for man, and we rejoice in hope of the glory
of God. These things are entered into by
faith and enjoyed now through the Spirit.

The Lord administers these blessings, for
it is ‘peace with God #hrough our Lord
Jesus Christ.” We believe on God “ who
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,”
and we come under the protection, control,
and nourishment which the Lord gives.
(Gen. 1. 21.) And, though the Lord con-
tinually leads onward, yet we never leave
behind the first things we enjoyed, but have
increased appreciation and enlarged enjoy-
ment of them as we are kept under the
Lord’s sway.

It a person entered the kingdom of Great
Britain from a country where there were
inferior conditions he would learn and in-
creasingly enjoy the advantages, but he
would not lose those he first appreciated
because of being brought into greater ones.
Thus is it in God's things ; on the gift side
the blessings are all our own, but on the
experimental side there is enlargement and
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continually increasing appreciation of that
which is given of God, if divine progress is
made. At first we generally make much of
what is given, but as we move forward we
make more and more of ‘the Giver.

The one who is thus brought to stand
in grace, where man had fallen, now finds
the current of this world is adverse to him.
He cannot any longer go with it, and so he
experiences tribulation. The apostle gloried
in this, for it is the road of spiritual pros-
perity. The Lord turns all to profit, and
great gain accrues to the soul through that
which nature dislikes. There is a great deal
of chaff with us all which has to be winnowed
out, for the Lord will have the pure grain.
The trials are used to get rid of the chaff
and develop endurance, to give an experi-
mental knowledge of God, and to bring us
to confide only in God. Thus the Lord uses
what appears adverse to produce exercise,
that there may be spiritual gain.

So although things may appear adverse to
those who are in subjection to the Lord they
never get ashamed. The Lord directs their
hearts into the love of God, and therefore
they look at it all in the light of infinite love.
The circumstances are unchanged perhaps,
but they know the One who controls all.
They know that the same love that led Him
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to give His Son for them permits and orders
the most minute detail of the pathway.
They first saw that all their offences were
removed by the death of Christ, but now
they learn from the Lord through the Spirit
how that same death commends the love of
God to them, and they can bask in the sun-
shine and warmth of it.

Thus the Lord leads on, until the soul finds
its joy in God Himself. The one so led is thus
brought to the One who is the very embodi-
ment of all moral perfection, and he ‘ glories
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have received the reconciliation.”
The saints are privileged, through the Lord’s
guidance in the power of the Spirit, to reach
now the great end of His administration.
The Lord will soon establish His kingdom
publicly in eternity, and then in order to
reach God's end purpose “God” will be
“all in all.”

If preserved under the Lord's control we
shall be able not only to sing the words, but
we shall know in the experience of our own
'souls that “ Eternity’s begun.”

Therefore, if we are under the Lord’s guid-
ance, we shall be saved from lawlessness and
we shall walk in righteousness. We shall

be saved, too, from unhappiness, and know
" something of being “filled with joy and
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peace in believing.” Then, thirdly, we shall
be saved from discouragement and disap-
pointment, through being encouraged in the
Lord, and glorying in God Himself—the
source of all blessing. ’

Jesus has been “made Lord” to control
and administer what God, in His love, has for
man—to those who confess Him. Now it
must be clear to all that we need power to do
His will. The Lord directs, and the Spirit
is the power, that His will may be accom-
plished in liberty and freedom. The man
“in the flesh” can »of do the will of God.
The power is lacking. We learn that we are
powerless, then we know God as a Deliverer
“through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Then, in
dependence on the Lord, we find that we
have power in the Spirit to do all that He
directs.

The Lord has not formed tastes and desires
in His people and left them in the power (or
weakness) of the flesh, for then they would
never have been able to do what they desire
—to please Him. They would have been
always unhappy, and would always be doing
what they hate. God has, in His great
goodness, set His people up here in the
Spirit. They have the Spirit of God dwell-
ing in them, and are not, therefore, captives
to the flesh, nor to the one who knows how
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to entice them to act in the flesh for his will.
The Spirit of Christ is in them, and there-
fore Christ is in them. Then on account of
King Sin, who reigns in the world, and is
a master over man, the body is to be
held as dead. The body is not for the ser-
vice of sin, but for the Lord, and the
Spirit is life—a new vitality and a power for
movement according to God, so that all
obligations can be fulfilled in liberty. The
Spirit forms motives and desires according
to God, and He is the power of life, so that
they can be accomplished. Thus in the
scriptures we find a people under the Lord-
ship of Christ, the Lord having become the
One Man to them; and they have the Spirit
as life, so that they can live and thrive under
the influence of the One Man in subjection
to the Lord.

The Spirit is very sensitive. He is here
to maintain the interests of Christ and to
glorify the Lord. If I do not walk in self-
judgment He will not support me, for He
cannot help me along on the wrong road.
He will only enable yne to do the will of the
Lord. If I walk i4 the Spirit I shall be in
subjection to the/ Lord, and if I am in sub-
jection to the Lsrd I shall be walking in the
Spirit, for thege two thoughts are co-exten-
sive.
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When people begin to drift they often tell
others how happy they are, but this shews
that they feel it needful to make it known.
If 1 am happy through enjoying the Lord I
speak of Him, and the fact is apparent with-
out my telling any one of it. In the path of
subjection there will be difficulties encoun-
tered, through going against the current, but
these all help onward really. We may miss
the path, like Jonah, and find everything
apparently arranged and just suitable, but
recovery for Jonah was only through his
being thrown into the sea and the experience
passed through in the belly of the great fish.

Paul warned the sailors, but ‘the south
wind blew softly ” and they supposed they
had gained their object. How disastrous
were the results! Let us beware of the nice
south winds that entice us to disregard
apostolic injunctions; the north wind may
be unpleasant to nature, but it is safer, for
it casts us more on God.

It is indeed a wonderful fact that all the
power of the Lord is on our side. It is
present, to enable us by the Spirit to move
rightly according to God under the Lord’s
guidance. We are thus set up here indepen-
dent of man and of the flesh, but in absolute
dependence on the Lord.  *

The Spirit is nat only the power of- life.
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He has come for a distinct service. He is
the power within so that we should not
do the things which are natural to us as
‘fallen creatures. Still, His great service—
though we may know little of it—is to
glorify Christ and to lead us “ into all truth.”
He is our capacity for its enjoyment, and is
here distinctly to guide us into the “ whole
truth.” )

If we are in subjection to the Lord in the
power of the Spirit, there is continual ad-
vance in the knowledge of God, and an
increased apprehension of the vast circle of
revealed truth. We are thus always dis-
covering more the greatness of that order of
things of which Christ is the Centre, and we
are more and more conscious of how little
we really know through their immensity
being more before the view of our souls’!

It is a most abnormal thing for a Christian
not to grow. In the Spirit he has a good
constitution, and under the influence of the
One Man there is a healthy atmosphere.
Then in subjection to the Lord he will find
good food, and the result will be continual
progress in the knowledge of God and of
the truth. \

There are many dangers, it is true. How
easy to move with the flesh! How easy to
grieve the Spirit through carelessness and

. E
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levity, or by reading light or worldly litera-
ture! If we walk with God there will be
sobriety, but if anything contrary to God is
allowed knowingly, we cannot have the sup-
port of the Spirit until there is self~fudgment.
Hence how important for us to be exercised
as to being maintained under the Lord’s
authority, in the sphere of the Spirit's move-
,ments here.

If thus kept, we shall be waiting the
coming of our Lord! We shall be looking
for Him. The more we enjoy heavenly
things, the more we advance in the know-
ledge of Him, the more we shall be watching
for the great consummation of all—His
return !

Isthis so with #s? Are we truly awaiting
His return? If the grace of His Person
has indeed ravished our hearts, and if we
taste the blessedness of His presence, then
we must long, and more earnestly look, for
our Lord from heaven, that we may fully
and perfectly enjoy His presence free from
all hindrances!

# Surely I come quickly ” comes as a great
cheer at the present moment. Thrice the
Lord has said, “Behold, I come quickly.”
Will He delay when once the church is
completed? No one who loves and knows
Him well thinks so. Has His love waxed
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cold because of owr unfaithfulness? Nay,
the moment the work of grace is finished
He will call us hence. He wi# “come
quickly.” His Love will not allow Him to
delay! He has loved us enough to die for us,
and to serve us while up on high. His love
cannot be exhausted, and it will lead Him to
catch His own away (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17) the
first moment it is possible for Him to do it.
Wherefore, beloved brethren, let us en-
courage one another with this hope.

Are our hearts really responsive? Do we
say in very truth, “Even so, coms, Lord
Jesus”? Would we like Him to have the
joy of having His own with Himself? Is it
our real desire—apart from what the gain to
ourselves would be—that He may have #he
object of His love in His presence for His
own satisfaction? Are we labouring, each
in his own little measure, to have His house-
hold according to His will at His coming ?

What joy that moment will bring to Him!
He will see the church shining in His own
beauty! He will behold it fashioned by His
own handiwork, and responsive to His own
love, but His joy will be the greatest, for
He loves us with a love that surpasses all
others!

May we, through grace, know more of
subjection to the Lord, living in the Spirit,
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under His sway, and be more responsive to
His love, saying—from our hearts—* Even
so, come, Lord Jesus”!

May our gaze be kept heavenward, daily
expecting Him; and in the meantime, in
quietness and confidence, seeking to do His
will !

May these—His last words, be written on
our hearts by the Spirit, and at that moment
of all moments (now so near at hand), may
we each be found responsive. to His perfect
love, with expectant hearts, ready to be
ushered into the joy of His presence!

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with us all. Amen.

e\



SEPARATION, A DIVINE PRINCIPLE;
WITH ITS COMPENSATIONS.

(LEV. XIX. I, 2, 19; 2 COR. VI. 11-18, VIL I.)

THE question has been asked two or three
times during our meetings (and we often
hear it): “ Why is it that we do not make
more progress in divine things?” This,
surely, is a subject of great importance, and
must interest all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ. One thing is clear to start with,
namely—a certain road has to be travelled,
and there can be no going forward in God's
things unless that way s taken.

The same principle is seen in thlngs of
this life. If a young man desires to attain a
certain position, he must take the course
that leads to that end, and avoid what would
hinder him from reaching it. He may waste
his time, allow himself to be hampered, and
thus miss what he professed to desire. Now,
God has a distinct, road for His people to
travel, and it is impossible to make pro-
gress in the holy things of God on any other
line. The scriptures we have read clearly
define the course, and though we may appear
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to move forward spiritually without travelling
in that direction, yet eventually it will be
demonstrated that there is no real progress
on any other line than that indicated.

Separation from this world, and from all
that is not of God, is the only road on which
there can be real soul-prosperity. This
“parrow ” way has to be taken at the com-
mencement of our course, and we must ever
move forward on the same line if we are to
advance spiritually. .

We _have in 2 Corinthians vi. 11, Vvii. 1,
three thoughts. (1) God's present victory;
(2) the separate path, with.its compensations ;
and (3) what we will call the Christian’s -
dress. The same principles are taught in
Leviticus xix. and xx. Israel had been
redeemed out of Egypt, separated from the
nations, and these chapters describe the holy
character, or spiritual dress -they were to
wear. The Lord their God was holy, and
therefore #hey were to be holy.

God has taken #s up, in His great mercy,
given us the Holy Spirit, and made us par-
takers of the divine nature. The divine
nature, which is love, is characterised by
holiness. Thus, as we grow spiritually, we
are characterised by traits of 4oly love. And
this 1 venture to call a holy dress. This
dress for Israel is described in those two
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chapters in Leviticus, and they shew how
distinct God’s people should be from the
world; and one prominent feature which
distinguishes them is holiness.

God always seeks to impress upon His
people the importance of being separate from
that which surrounds them. To touch what
is not of God is defiling, and thus there is
failure in responding suitably to the grace of
God.

Israel was not allowed the mingling of
different species. (Lev. xix. 19.) Thus God
would keep before them, by material things,
the separation suitable for those who had
His holy name placed upon them. They
were not to marry among the nations around,
or to associate themselves with them, for
they were Jehovah’s chosen nation. To link
themselves with those from whom Jeho¥ah
had separated them was to forget His good-
ness in “calling” them, and to sin against
Jehovah. They were to be a separate people,
distinct in conduct; a light to those around,
and a shelter to the oppressed, and to all
who came to them.

Further, they were not to sow a field with
different kinds of seeds. They had been
called for Jehovah's pleasure, and therefore,
like a clean, beautiful field of grain, should
only exhibit the effect of the blessing of
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God. The pure word of God which had
come to them should go out from them free
from adulteration. (1 Cor. xiv. 36.)

What important principles these are for
us in these last days of unfaithfulness and
departure! Surely each one of us now
present should be greatly exercised that the
manifestations of the Word are not polluted
by us. How important that the leaven of the
human mind, and the effort to commend the
spiritual by the natural, should alike be
refused. If our lives and work are to stand
the test of “that day,” death, and what it
signifies morally, must be applied to every
particle of the man whom God has ended
in judgment. We may retain him (that is,
the man under judgment) with the best of
intentions ; but when trained for fourteen
years in the house—as was Ishmael (Gen.
xxi.)—his true character will manifest itself;
therefore he must be “cast out.” (Gal. iv. 30.)

Then, again, a garment of linen and
woollen must not be worn. The linen was
manufactured and speaks of righteousness,
but the wool was the natural product of the
sheep. The mere natural characteristics
and activities of man are not acceptable to
God, and they must be judged unsparingly
by us if we are to please God. He has
given us the Spirit of life as a power for
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movement, in order that there may be
righteousness consistent with the revelation
He has made of Himself (Rom. viii. 10), and
nothing short of this will He recognise.

The divine idea in linen may easily be seen
if we remember that the priest wore /linen
garments when he went in to make atone-
ment (Lev. xvi. 4); and ‘“the bride,” when
she appears with Christ, will be clothed in
‘ fine linen,” pure and bright. (Rev. xix. 7,8.)
And we read—*‘the fine linen is the right-
eousnesses of the saints,” i.e., their practical
righteousness in this life, which is the result
of the Spirit’s activity in them. Having
then passed before *the judgment-seat of
Christ,” the righteousness of the saints will
correspond with divine righteousness, for
everything not of God will then have dis-
appeared. -

Nature has its place as ordained of God,
but it has been polluted, and therefore what
is merely natural will not do for God. We
are called to rise above nature in the power
of the Spirit, but not to wiolate the princi-
ples of nature. Hence we read three times
in scripture, “ Thou shalt not seethe a kid
in its mother’s milk.” (Exo. xxiii. 19; xxxiv.
26; Deut. xiv. 21.)

The “disciple” of Christ is called to *“ hate”
(or repel) his own wife, &c., for Christ’s sake.
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(Luke xiv. 26), but that could not lead him
to love or to care for her less, for that
would be to violate a principle of nature.
Therefore the man who hates his wife in the
divine sense will love and.care for her the
most truly.

What the Lord would impress upon His
people is that they must be separate through
their hearts being set upon Him, that they
may be a distinct people, displaying only the
results of His blessing ; and that their cha-
racter, or moral dress, should be entirely the
result-of walking in the enjoyment of His
holy love which led Him to redeem them to
Himself. These lessons were taught even
to Israel, through their cattle, fields, dress,
&c., and thus their surroundings were calcu-
lated to impress upon them the will of God
for them.

In the passage we read in the New Testa-
ment we have, as stated previously, God's
present victory, which will be displayed in the
future. It is not simply that God ws// be
victorious by-and-by, for He is so now. It
is not yet manifested, it is true, but it is a
divine fact! It cannot yet be seen by the
man of the world, but we can be maintained
here in the consciousness of it.

God’s victory consists principally in having
Christ at His own right hand, but also in His
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having now on earth that which involves the
overthrow of the whole of man's system, as
we shall see further on; and therefore God
is victorious now though that is only seen by
faith.

The apostle, in these verses, speaks of
enlargement. We all need to be enlarged, or
expanded, for we are not ignorant of the fact
that we are too straitened, or cramped. If
we were enlarged, we should be able to
apprehend better *“ the breadth, length, depth
and height” of the vast scene of glory that
will be displayed, and to “know the love of
Christ, which passes knowledge.” (Eph. iii.
18, 19.)

The eyes of our heart need to be enlight-
ened that our affections may be drawn out
to Christ as the Centre of all God’s purposes,
and thus we should be formed to take in"and
more fully to express, in this dark scene,
“the love of Christ.”

The apostle had not been able to speak to
the Corinthians freely, but now his mouth is
opened, and through all the exercise he had
passed through on their behalf his heart had
been expanded. They were not straitened
in the apostle, but in their own vision,.and
.in their expression of divine affections.
Now he desired recompense by their en-
largement, but for this they must not be
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yoked with “unbelievers.” God's people are
heavenly, they do not belong to this world.
(John xvii. 16.) They have no standing,
status, position or portion connected with it
(Col. iii. 3), and therefore to be yoked or
associated with unbelievers is, in principle, a
denial of true Christianity. This applies in
the smallest as well as in the greatest things,
for to be linked in any way with those who
do not know God is great unfaithfulness,
and, in principle, it is departure from the
living God.

God is victorious now because He has on
earth that which cannof be mingled with this
world-system. It is morally impossible, as
it says elsewhere, “ Ye cannot be partakers
of the Lord’s table and the table of demons.”
(1 Cor. x. 21.) Mark the words of holy
scripture, “Ye cannot.” Hence though we
have to work with and continually meet in
the business of life the men of the world, yet
if faithful to the Lord we cannot be yoked
with them. There can be no partnership,
taking shares or joining ourselves with that
from which the Lord has separated us. To
pull in the same yoke with them is to com-
promise, and to prove unfaithful to our Lord.

Oil and water will not mix though put in
the same glass. Gunpowder and fire cannot
go together, though it has been tried—with
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disastrous consequences. Thus what God
has on earth to-day is distinct in nature from
everything around, and in spite of Satan’s
effort to obscure, and man’s desire to mix
that which is distinct, it will be seen that it
is impossible. The flesh and the Spirit are
antagonistic, and there never can be peace
between two distinct opposing principles.

We will now look at the five things in
2 Cor. vi. 14-16. To do this we must lose
sight for the moment of the failure and ruin
which is so much in evidence, and look upon
that whick exists under the eye of God.

Man, in his sinful condition, is charac-
terised by unrighteousness, for he cannot
move rightly. God has brought in the one
Man (Christ Jesus), and those attached to
Him are constituted righteous. (Rom. v. 19.)
There is, therefore, through some having
been brought undér the influences of this
one Man, righteousness here, and the
righteousness and the unrighteousness are
so distinct that they cannot go together.

Then there is “ light and darkness.” Light
appears to be God revealed as the embodi-
ment of every moral perfection ; while dark-
ness is the state of man morally through
having departed from God. There can be,
therefore, nothing in common between these.
The darkness did not discern Christ when



62 SEPARATION, A DIVINE PRINCIPLE.

here as “the true light,” and so it remains
to this day. (John i. 3.)

Then, next, there is “ Christ and Beljal.”
The church is “ the Christ” characteristically
(1 Cor. xii. 12), and therefore displays His
character. Satan has also his counterfeit—
“the synagogue of Satan” (Rev. ii. 9)—dis-
playing the character of the adversary.
There can be nothing whatever in common
between these.

Then there is the one who believes in con-
trast_ to the ‘‘unbeliever.” God has upon
earth those who walk before Him, governed
by what He is and that vast system con-
nected with Christ. How could these have
a share with unbelievers ?

Then, lastly, there is ‘“the temple,” the
shrine where God dwells; and what agree-
ment could there be with it and the system
around it? They are absolutely antago-
nistic. In His temple “every whit of it
uttereth his glory. (Psa. xxix. 9, margin.) In
idolatry man is led on by Satan through the
gratification of his own lusts or desires.
(1 Cor. x. 7; Col. iii. 5.)

It is interesting to notice that a different
and stronger word is used in each of these
connections. The first is participation, or
temporary partnership ; the second, join# par-
ticipation—communion, or permanent part-



SEPARATION, A DIVINE PRINCIPLE. 63

nership; the third, concord, consent, acqui-
escence, or power to think alike; the fourth
is part or share; the last, agreement, acting
in harmony, or in accordance with. Now if
God has brought us under the influence of
Christ as the one Man, how can we have
even a temporary partnership with those
who, through not knowing God, can only be
unrighteous ? If brought into the light, how
can we seek to have a joint participation
with those in darkness? If belonging to
the body of Christ,how can we acquiesce with
those who are totally unlike Him? If, again,
walking in faith, in the light of those eternal
realities, how can we have a share with un-
believers ? Or if belonging to the temple of
God, how can we have agreement with the
idolatrous world around ?

If we fail to maintain the rigid separation”
that spiritually exists between these oppos-
ing principles, then God in His govern-
mental dealings has to deal with us in dis-
cipline in order that we may * be partakers
of his holiness.” (Heb. xii. 6-10.) If we
walk in the flesh, or knowingly recognise the
system He has set aside in judgment (John
xil. 31), He will chasten us, for what He has
done at the cross must be maintained by us
in the power of the Spirit. God, again I
say, has that on earth which will not mix
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with the present course of things; and soon
the world-system — of which Satan is the
god and prince—will be completely over-
thrown in order that that which cannot com-
mingle with it may be displayed. These five
things which I have sought to draw attention
to cannot mix or truthfully fraternise ; these
are righteousness and unrighteousness, light
and darkness, Christ and Belial, the one who
believes and the unbeliever, and the temple
of God and idols. .

In concluding, I would say again that
God has on earth that which is quite distinct
from all things around us. This it becomes
every Christian to recognise, and in it His
present victory is secured. Hiswordtousis
therefore, “ Be ye not unequally yoked with
unbelievers.” [ must not be in the same
yoke with them, and if [ am, it will hinder
enlargement and real progress, for I shall
be bringing together that which cannof be
amalgamated. ‘“ Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, and touch
not the unclean.” These words are too
clear to need comment. It is not only
wrong to be yoked, but even to “touch the
unclean.” Stronger words could hardly be
used, and this is the road I must travel if |
am to make spiritual progress. This may
involve present loss, but look at the com-
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pensation! First, God says, “ 1 will receive
you.” The world may cast me out, but the
Lord will receive me. The Christian can
lose nothing that is of eternal value, and he
gets the gain of the shelter, protection and
comfort involved in the words, “1 will
receive you.” This is followed by, “I will
be a Father unto you.” Not simply be his
Father, but b¢ a Father unto you, or do a
Father’s part. There are three ways in
which God is a Father unto us. If we take
the path of separation, we enable God # be
a Father to us. He knows what is needed,
and cares for us in the things of this life,
that we may be free to think of what con-
cerns the Lord’s glory. (Luke xii. 30, 31.)
Then, as a Father He uses our circumstances
for discipline to us, that we may be “ par-
takers of his holiness.” (Heb. xii. 9, 10.)
And He produees the exercise which is
necessary for our growth and enlargement.
Then the Father is free to share His
secrets with us, that we may enjoy His
thoughts in the happiness of the home circle
and the blessedness of His presence, while
in the pathway here we come in for all the
care we need as His ‘““sons and daughters,”
and get the gain of His names of Father,
Jehovah and Almighty. The name Father
is characteristic of Christianity. It speaks
F
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of the precious relationship connected with
the full revelation of God, which is ours in
association with the Son. Jehovah was the
name taken with Israel (Exo. vi. 3), and
speaks of abiding or eternal relationship
with man. This was fulfilled in Christ
becoming a Man—an entirely new kind of
man—who was called “ Jesus "—Jehovah the
Saviour.

The name Almighty was taken with the
patriarchs who were sojourners, who re-
ceived no inheritance at that time, but they
knew One who was Almighty, and so He was
able to fulfil His promises when apparently it
seemed impossible. These received the en-
couragement which God gives to those taking
His way, being sustained by Him. In view
of this rich compensation, we are exhorted
to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
flesh and spirit.” A inere outward separa-
tion will not do, for that would be simply
pharisaical. The outward movements must
be the result of the purifying of the inner-
most part of our being—the “spirit.” All
that we are here in connection with the con-
dition in which God has placed man on earth,
and our inner being connected with God
as Creator, must be kept alike clear, through
walking i self~judgment, of any stain. Our
thoughts, desires, tastes should all be un-
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sparingly judged according to the light of
His holiness, and thus our dress of practical
holiness will be perfected, as this scripture
puts it—* Perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.”

May we all have a deepened sense of
God’s present victory in having here what
cannot be mixed with this present world—
God’s own workmanship—so that we may
refuse in every way any yoke with unbe-
lievers, refusing even to touch the unclean.
Then we shall enjoy, fully, the present com-
pensations—going forward, purifying our-
selves from any stain of flesh and spirit,
and thus gradually perfecting our dress, or
that which should characterise us as here
for God’s glory.



THE INSPIRATION AND VALUE OF
HOLY SCRIPTURE TO US.

(SCRIPTURE READ: 2 TIM. III. 10-17.)

ALL who are present here this evening will
feel what an immense mercy and favour
God has conferred upon ,us in giving and
preserving to us the holy scriptures. It is
indeed a very great mercy; for, in a day like
the present, we should, without them, be
like a mariner on a troubled sea without a
chart. In the midst of the babel of voices
around everything would be in uncertainty
if we had not the written testimony of God
to appeal to (Isa. viii. 20), and we could not
be certain as to the mind of God on any
subject. The immense value, therefore, to
us of the scriptures in this day of corruption
cannot be over-estimated, and all who love
our Lord Jesus Christ must greatly value
them.

We are bound to thank God for them, and
we should all seek to learn the reason for
which they have been given to us, that,
through exercise of soul, His purpose may
be accomplished in us.
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It is a wonderful thing to have a book in
our hands which is of, and from, God. What
a privilege, amidst all the strife of tongues,
to have that which we can absolutely confide
in. We can always turn to it, and if we are
in subjection to the Lord, one statement
from this inspired record is sufficient to
settle any question. There is no other book
or authority to which we can appeal to
decide any point at issue. The Word of
God is tke book which He has given for the
permanent instruction and guidance of His
people throughout all time.

All in this company know that the scrip-
fures were not originally written in the
English language ; therefore they had to be
translated into our tongue. No . doubt there
are slight errors in translation; some pas-
sages may be more clearly rendered than in
the Authorised Version and other transla-
tions, but those slight errors have been
largely corrected in the New Translation
and similar works; and we believe that
God specially watched over the translation
known as our Authorised English Bible in
the sixteenth century a.p.

The scriptures were not given to God’s
people until departure from the truth had
already set in. It was when the living
testimony had broken down that the written
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record came into prominence. This is true,
in principle, of both the Old and the New
Testaments, though it is more distinctly
seen in connection with the New Testament
writings. The first five books of the Old
Testament were written by Moses after
Israel had been redeemed out of Egypt,
and not having appreciated His grace had
proved unfaithful. The world had already
assumed its true character when man built
the tower of Babel. Man was going to
make himself a name, and was not satisfied
with quietly replenishing the earth and
giving God His place as the Centre. (Gen.
xl. I-4.)

There may have been many things re-
corded previously, but if so, the records
were not needed for God's people in the
future, and therefore have not been pre-
served. This is true of Old Testament
times, and also in the days of the apostles.
It is only the books needed for the per-
manent instruction of God's people in all
ages that have been divinely preserved.

The scripture we have read this evening
shews the same principle. The first epistle
to Timothy gives the order of the house of
God, and disorder is not contemplated in
that book, save prophetically. The second
epistle is in view of departure having taken
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place. All in Asia had “turned away” from
Paul, and “ evil men would wax worse and
worse.” Then the importance of the holy
scriptures is brought before Timothy. In the
first epistle the character of the Saviour
God was to be lvingly seem in His house,
and those knowing Him were to pray for,
and seek the good of, “all men.” Now,
though God’s house still remains perfect in
His mind and purpose, all has been obscured
through the unfaithfulness of man and the
work of Satan. In view of the general
unfaithfulness, and the departure of the
apostles from this scene, the scriptures are
given as a divinely inspired and in-
valuable deposit in the house of God.
They were not given to the world, for
the world could not appreciate them,
but to God’s people, when the mass had
proved unfaithful, and when those who
could say *“He that is of God heareth us”
were gradually passing away “to be with
Christ.” Henceforth everything must be
tested by the holy scriptures, and all teach-
ing contrary to them is exposed as error.
Thus those who form the house of God
have this divinely inspired record, and to it
we all can appeal. How the goodness of
God is seen in thus thinking of and caring
for His people. What a mercy to have a
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book to which we can turn and receive as—
“Thus saith the Lord.” How valuable to
have His writings when corruption has
become so general! (Isa. wviii. 19.) How
important to read and consider daily that
which is absolutely from and of God! It
imparts courage ; it gives certainty; and
the one who loves the Lord delights to turn
to it—“The law and to the testimony,”
knowing if any ‘“speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” (Isa. viii. 20.)

This wondrous deposit is, to use an illus-
tration, like a legal document, completed
and sealed. When a solicitor draws up a
“deed,” and the person has affixed his seal
to it, no one else can add to it, for it has
been duly completed. The scriptures are
God's written document, which has been
completed for all time, and to which nothing
can be added. Paul “ completed the word of
God” (Col. i. 25, New Trans:), and John
finished the written record. We read, there-
fore: “For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book: and if any
man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away
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his part out of the book of life, and out of
the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book.” (Rev. xxii. 18, 19.)
These words are stated actually in connection
with the Book of Revelation, but in principle
it applies to the whole written testimony
given us from God. (See Deut. iv. 2, xii. 32;
Prov. xxx. 6; Isa. viii. 20.) .

The book is now complete. It stands
morally entwined together. Those who
read it prayerfully, carefully and intelli-
gently must be struck by its marvellous
perfection. For to omit one book would be
to make it incomplete; and to add one
would be superfluous. What a proof this
is that it is of God. All that is needed
for the saints until the end of time is
found therein, and inspiration is completed.
It is indeed the Book of books, and no other
can be compared 'with it.

Men, very different in character, position,
habit of thought and belonging to different
ages in the world’s history, have been in-
spired of God to write it, yet each book is
distinct and perfect in itself, though each
forms part and occupies its own place in the
inspired writings. The Bible forms one
whole, and nothing can be added thereto.
How plainly and clearly the marks of the
divine handiwork are seen init. The writers
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so different, the peculiar style of the various
penmen preserved, yet the divine hand is
seen guiding all, so that there is perfect
unity and harmony. This internal evidence
is one proof of its divine’ authorship, and
commends itself to all those who have been
taught of God.

The scriptures being now completed, and
inspiration having closed, nothing more can
be added; and all that is needed by the
people of God for their instruction and
comfort until the coming of Christ is found
therein. God, in His great mercy, has thus
placed in our hands His book, the revelation
of Himself, complete and perfect. May we
value it more and more. Those who form
the church, and also the saints who will be on
the earth after the church is translated, have
their whole need provided for in the holy
scriptures. It is quite probable that there
were other ancient writings even by the
Apostle Paul; but, if so, they were not
needed for the abiding instruction of God’s
people, and having served their purpose,
they have not been preserved.

The scriptures appeal to the 4eart and to
the conscience of those who know God, but
it is only by the Spirit of God that they can
be understood and received as God’s voice
to the soul, and therefore, if the reader's
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soul is not under the guidance of the Spirit
of God, and thus morally with God, the
scriptures will not profit him, for “the
letter killeth”; and the purpose for which
God has given them will not be accomplished
with regard to that individual.

The natural man cannot receive the things
of the Spirit of God (1 Cor. ii. 14), and
therefore it is a most dangerous thing for
the human mind—even for the most culti-
vated—to be active in divine things. It is
only as we are kept in subjection to the
Lord, and under the control of the Holy
Spirit, that we are capable of having any
true understanding of the things of God.

The apostle reminds Timothy of his
“ doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity (that is, love),
patience, persecutions, afflictions”; and he
states, ‘“ Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus skall suffer persecution.” The
godly ‘man will always suffer persecution,
and if we escape, it is because we are not
“godly.” This should cause exercise.

Man, unrenewed, hates God, even when
He has revealed, Himself in perfect grace
(John xv. 19), and therefore he persecutes
those in whom what is of God is seen. We
may not be cast into lions’ dens or put into
" fiery furnaces; but the quiet, persistent,
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petty annoyances which the godly receive
is perhaps even more testing. Many who
would face the furnace of fire because
of its short, though bitter duration, fall
under the quiet, persistent effort of seduc-
tion. A fierce onslaught of the enemy is
not so difficult to stand as the continual
effort to turn aside.

Then, again, men do not object to deeds of
kindness or the checking of gross evils, or
seeking to improve the present state of
society ; but to “live godly in Christ Jesus”
will arouse animosity. Men do not object
to a moral life, but to bring God—as now
revealed—into every detail of life will
arouse their ire. To “live godly in Christ
Jesus”; to walk according to the law of the
new creation (Gal. vi. 16); to be guided in
daily life by the new order of things con-
nected with the anointed Man in heaven,
will always awaken opposition, because it is
the behaviour and character of another world
(Heb. xi. 7), and therefore it condemns the
ways of this world and the present order of
things. The christian life should be a con-
demnation of the world which has been fully
exposed in and by the cross of Christ, and
so the man of the earth resents it, for it sets
aside all his vain hopes and desires,

Alas! “evil men and seducers shall wax
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worse and worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived.” Men do not always know what
they are doing; many do much harm and
are not aware of it; but Satan deceives and
leads them on. We must ever remember
he is a wily foe, and if we are not watchful,
and dependent on the Lord, and under His
control, the enemy will deceive us. We are
only kept when walking in dependence and
with confidence in the Lord. Self-confidence
and the absence of self-judgment render us
liable to fall into the snares of the devil;
and then, perhaps unconsciously, to deceive
others.

How often we see great earnestness in a
wrong cause. In fact, those who circulate
error are often, apparently, mare earnest
than those who circulate the truth, though
they are really seducers, deceiving others.
Those who know God move on in faith, but
evil workers are pushed forward, being
urged onward by the adversary, and thus
souls are misled. This existed even in the
apostle’s day, and has been increasing ever
since, and it will develop more and more as
we draw nearer the break of day.

Paul’s word to Timothy in view of all this
was to con#inue in the things he had learned.
Though evil would increase, there was
safety in continuing in what he had divinely
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learned, knowing of whom he had learned
and of which he had been fully assured.
The truth which Paul taught was made
known to him by revelation. He had com-
municated it direct to Timothy, and the
latter was now told to remember from
whom he had received it, and #ss would
help to impart spiritual courage to stand for
God in the midst of increasing evil. Then,
from a child he had known the holy scrip-
tures. He had had not only the great privi-
lege of godly training, but also of learning
the trufh, brought out subsequently in Paul’s
epistles, from- Paul himself. It was clearly
the Old Testament that Timothy had been
instructed in by his godly mother and grand-
mother, for the New Testament had not then
been written.

This shews the importance of being
acquainted with the Old Testament, and
the great value which the Apostle Paul
attached to the knowledge of the sacred
writings ; also the great gain of having been
instructed in them *from a child.” Where
there are godly parents to instruct, the
scriptures are presented to their children
as holy writings, of and from God, and there-
fore according to what He is. They par-
take of His character and express what is
_ according to Him.
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There is great danger in these last days ot
not valuing what God gives, and treating it
lightly. To use 4oly things as common is to
forget they are of God, and thus to fall into
the snare of profanity.

It is a great mercy that Bibles are to be
had so cheaply, but the enemy uses even this
to lead men to think little of them.

In these days of departure from God the
holy writings are specially helpful to produce
and promote exercise of soul, that, through
the work of the Spirit, we may grow in
holiness, and thus be more apart from all
that is nof of God ; and we do well to watch
against, and avoid, any trifling, or profane
use of the scriptures, for they are from
God Himself. It is the great provision
that He has given us in these last days of
corruption and departure from God and the
truth. .

The scriptures were able to make such a
man as Timothy “wise' unto salvation.”
This clearly was not merely to teach him
how he was to have the forgiveness of sins
and to escape the judgment of God, but to
instruct him in the knowledge of God’s
mind, as made known in scripture, which
would enable him to discern what s, or is
not, of God; and what is of the world or of
the enemy. Thus, the evil being exposed to
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him, he would be saved from it, and therefore
would not fall under its power.

The Old Testament may be divided into
three parts—the law, the psalms, and the
prophets; and we need to read the whole
Bible, that we may not be one-sided, but
may be formed by the whole Word of God.

All is given to produce exercise in us
Godward, that there may, by the Spirit, be a
divinely-formed state in us. We may perhaps
have little intelligence as to some of the
books, but because they form part of the
holy scriptures, they, if read in dependence
on God, 4elp to form us according to God.

The law is needed to give us due sense in
our souls of the importance of obedience and
the seriousness of any departure from the
will of God. The psalms give the charac-
teristics of the work of God in souls in all
ages, with the exercises and confidence of the
godly; and they have a most healthy effect
upon us. The prophets were to arouse and
recall the people to God when there had
been general departure. They foretold
future blessing to stimulate and encourage
the godly onward; and judgment, to warn
against the seriousness of not listening to
God's voice. Thus the Old Testament, as well
as the New, is fitted to give light and to
produce exercise, that we may become * wise
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unto salvation,” delivered from the world-
system and its many snares.

God’s principles expose the wrong, and
make known His way in the midst of a
“perverse generation.” The scriptures are
fitted to keep the mind of God before us, that
we may be obedient, healthfully exercised,
encourged, warned, and walking in freedom

nd liberty before God, as now revealed
in Christ as is recorded in the New Tes-
tament.

But for this result to be obtained there
has to be, through the work of the Spirit,
the state, which the words—*through faith
which is in Christ Jesus” describe. This is
not simply faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as
the One in whom we believe for salvation
(Acts xvi. 16), but the faith -which charac-
terises those who are in the order of things
which is “in Christ Jesus.” We first believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and subsequently
He is, by the Spirit, made known to the soul
as the Beginning and Head of an entirely
- new system which is “all of God” If
we are sustained in walking with and before
Him we shall be characterised by the
divinely-formed state expressed in the
words, ‘“faith in Christ Jesus.” God’s
anointed One, and that world of which He
is the foundation, centre, and finish, is thus

G
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before the soul, and the scriptures make us
“ wise unto salvation.”

“ All scripture” (both the Old and New
Testaments) “is given by inspiration of
God.” God so controlled the writers that
they absolutely expressed, in their writings,
the mind of God, and were so under His
power that all contrary to His mind was
excluded. 1t is God-breathed, and thus His
love, His holiness, &c., pervades the whole.
Neither is it simply the force of any passage
that is inspired, but #he very words (1 Cor. ii.
13; 1 Pet. i 20, 21) are of God.

There are certain marks which characterise
each vessel used of God, and this was ordered
by Him; but each writer was so controlled
by the Spirit as to give us, in writing, the
mind of God, and that which is profitable for
us to know, as well as divine guidance in
every exigency. How important then is it
that we each should maintain, in the faith of
our souls, that the whole Bible is inspired of
God, that it may come armed with all the
authority of God, as expressed in “Thus
saith the Lord.” This is of the greatest
importance, for the enemy is seeking on all
hands to throw doubts on its authenticity,
and we must receive it as His voice to us/

Whatever is stated therein must be ac-
cepted. It is the final “court of appeal”
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We may not fully apprehend it; and +f our
finite minds could ful/ly comprehend it all it
would but prove that it was not the inspired
revelation of an mfinmife mind. Being the
divinely written testimony of the One who
is infinite, it must be beyond the grasp of a
finite mind. (1 Cor. ii. 11-16.) Still, if we
prayerfully read and meditate on it, looking
to God to enlighten us by His Spirit, He will
in due time give understanding ; but, I repeat,
it is most important that the fact of its in-
spiration should be maintained in our souls,
that it may always be “the voice of the
Lord” to us. ‘ A/l scripture is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof,” &c. (2 Tim. iii. 16.)

The “gifts” are given for, or in view of,
certain results (Eph iv. 12); and the scrip-
tures, too, are given for, or in view of, a
definite purpose. (Eph. v. 26.) The “gifts”
are to keep the, mind of God before the
saints with a view to their edification, and
the scriptures for teaching, &c.

We do not exactly learn from a “gift,” or
even from the holyscriptures, but from Christ,
through scripture, by the Spirit of God
bringing home the presentation of Himself
to the soul. The Spirit applies the scriptures
to those who form the house of God (Heb.
iii. 7), and thus it is the living voice of God
to us.



84 THE INSPIRATION

There are now no fresh revelations from
God, neither are there any inspired writers ;
but as long as the “house of God” is on
earth (Heb. iii. 6; 1 Tim. iii. 15) Christ as
the Apostle will, by the Spirit, give a living
application of the truth suited for the par-
ticular moment and state then existing
among God's people. The Spirit also applies
scripture to give light among the Lord’s own
in times of exercise and difficulty (Acts xv.
15, 16); also to the servant at a critical
moment (Acts xiii. 4); and the Word is
always “a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” (Psa. cxix. 105.)

The great thing is to seek to apprehend
the spirit of any scripture; then we shall see
how the spirit and the letter agree; but if
we are only taken up with the letter of
scripture, we miss the spirit of it. We
need the truth to be balanced in our souls.
“The scriptures cannot be broken” (John x.
35), and if we are in subjection to the Lord
and have Him before us, the letter of scrip-
ture will be maintained in the power of the
Spirit.

If the scriptures are taken up lightly
instead of being read prayerfully and in
dependence on God, little profit will be
derived, but then the fault lies in ourselves.
Unless we are going on with God, and in
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His fear, the enemy will gain an advantage,
and perhaps even use a mental handling
of scripture to lead us on the wrong road.
The Spirit uses the scriptures to present
Christ to our souls, and also to exercise our
consciences and to draw our hearts more to
the Person of our Lord; and if we are
really walking with God, we gain great
instruction from them. While building us
up in Christ they reprove and expose our
motives to ourselves, and thus lead to self-
judgment, which saves us from public ex-
posure. They correct and place things in
divine order and proper proportions in our
souls, freeing us from human ideas and
enabling us to discern according to God.
Thus the great end stated by the Apostle
Paul to Timothy can be reached, “ that. the
man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.” What an
end to be reached by those who desire
to be for God now while left here on
earth! What a treasure, indeed, we have in
the scriptures! Surely in these days when
Satan has been allowed to obscure what is
of God, and when everything outwardly is
leavened (Matt. xiii. 33; xv. 11, 12) by human
ideas, how priceless to us are the scriptures,
and they should be more and more valued
and prized by us all. For through them
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divine thoughts are rightly adjusted in our
souls, and we are freed from the human
ideas which man and the enemy have
attached to them, and thus we are gradually
instructed in the will of God.

We have an unfailing resource in “the
Lord and in the word of his grace”; there
is in the Spirit all the power that we need,
and we have the simple holy scriptures to
appeal to for instruction in any emergency.
How we have been cared for by our God!
But let us ever remember that the scriptures
are only of real help to us as we are main-
tained by;the Spirit with God in the secret of
our souls.

May the Lord keep us greatly valuing His
precious Word, and so dependent on Him
that we may walk in the Spirit, so that the
holy writings may accomplish the purpose
in each of us for which He has given them,
that we may be completely * furnished unto
all good works,” till He come! Amen.



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS.*

No. L

CHAPTER 1.

J. 5. G. The Epistle to the Galatians has
a special voice for us to-day. The saints
there had believed the gospel which was
preached by Paul, and they had received the
Holy Spirit, but they had been turned aside
by false teachers. They had not made pro-
gress according to God, though they probably
thought that they had. They had not moved
forward on the line of the Spirit; but they
had, through these false teachers, been
shunted on to the line of the flesh and law.
This state of being (the line of the flesh and
law) is characteristic of the present day,
and hence this epistle is specially helpful in
meeting the general state of the Lord’s
people; and it is an intensely practical word
for each one of us. It meets the need of
souls generally ; it exposes us all, and places
the two systems in marked contrast. If we

* At Brisbane, Australia, September, 1911. Revised
by J.S.G. and slightly enlarged.
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do not move forward with God, we drift
into looseness of walk, or of doctrine, or
perhaps of both; or else we get on to the
line of the law and the flesh, and this latter
leads to most unseemly conduct. (Gal. v. 15.)

The Spirit of God, through Paul, seeks to
help these Galatian saints by giving pro-
minence to the fact that God has introduced
another Man—His Man, and that God is
now revealed as Father, which involves a
system of heavenly relationships, which
cannot be mixed with this world. He also
shews that Christ is God’s beginning, and
that “ Christ liveth in me” is normal Chris-
tianity. That was true of Paul experimen-
tally. There are other important facts
brought forward which we will notice as we
proceed.

Ques. What do you mean by God’s be-
ginning ?

J. S. G. Historically Adam came first,
yet he was ‘“the figure of him that was to
come” (Rom. v. 14), but man in the flesh
was to be removed. “The first man” was
to be displaced by “ the second Man " (1 Cor.
xv. 45), &c., and all God’s purposes were
connected with the * last Adam,” * the second
Man.” The first Adam was the father of a
race, to be placed on trial; but the last
Adam is the Source of life for all, and to
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His own He is life, that they may live in
eternal blessing. “ The first man” came in
provisionally for a time; but all God's
thoughts of eternal blessing are bound up
with “the second Man.”

Thus God’s “beginning” is in Christ
risen and glorified. He is ‘““the beginning
of the creation of God.” (Rev. iii. 14; Col. i
18.) God laid His foundation in the death
of Christ, and He began to fulfil His purpose
by placing the Man Christ Jesus at His own
right hand. God's dealings and His work
in souls previously were preliminary and
preparatory, in view of placing them in His
system in relationship with Christ—the Head
of that system.

Supposing you are going to build a house,
you may use some of the boards that are to
be utilised in the building to erect a Small
shed to hold the tools, &c. But you have
not yet begun to build the house. Then,
later, these same boards are used in the
house itself. God is now building up a
vast, gigantic, and morally great, system, in
which He will dwell. He has now placed
Christ, the Head of that system, * far above
all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come.” (Eph. i. 21.) God has thus
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already placed Christ—the One who is “the
beginning ” of His creation, in the position
assigned to Him according to eternal pur-
pose; then “the church” will have its place,
and afterwards the Old Testament saints
(material which God had gathered in view of
His purpose before Christ came) will have
their place. (Heb. xi. 40.)

The heavens and the earth were all created
in view of the purpose of God. His dealings,
His work in mercy in bringing individuals
to know Him, and taking up the nation of
Israel, were all preparatory and necessary
in connectfon with the testing of man; but
Christ i1s “the beginning,” origin, and com-
mencement of everything that is for the
pleasure of God. Historically, in man’s
reckoning, Adam would be God’s beginning,
but in reality it is Christ. Adam was merely
a figure of the One who was coming.

Ques. How would you say God was
preparing ?

J. S. G. He wrought in mercy in indi-
viduals in view of His purpose. Still, no
company will actually have the position
allotted in that purpose until the coming of
Christ. Christ is God’s beginning, and we
read (Heb. xi. 40), “God having provided
some better thing for us [those who form
the church], that they without us should not
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be made perfect.” This shews that the Old
Testament saints wait for the church to be
completed and to have its unique position
in this vast system before receiving theirs.

Ques. Do you refer now to what it will
be in glory ?

J.S. G, Yes, when God's purpose is
completed; when that which now exists will
come into display.

Historically, Adam came first, but we
must look at these things morally, according
to God’s order. God does not live in time
(2 Peter iii. 8), but in eternity ; and the more
we can look at divine things apart from days,
months, or years, the clearer divine ideas
become to us.

Thus God's real beginning was in Christ.
The gospel is concerning Christ glorified.
Paul’s apostleship was by Jesus Christ, and
God the Father, who raised Him from the
dead.

Formerly the priests were the sons ot
Aaron; the Levites were the seed of Levi,
and descended from him; they had a most
important place in the Jewish economy. Paul
was not an apostle of men, nor through
man, but by the direct call of the Lord
Himself from the glory. There was a dis-
tinct new departure in the ways of God, and
all flowed from Christ risen and glorified.
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Christianity is characterised by the intro-
duction of a new kind of man entirely.
Man, as originally set up on earth, has been
removed sacrificially from under the eye ot
God (Rom. iii. 25), and is displaced  those
who by the Spirit know God. (Rom. viii. 9.)
Hence Paul was an apostle by Jesus Christ.
Jehovah had become the Saviour—a real
Man among men; but He had been rejected,
and in His death God, in mercy, by sacrifice,
had judged and ended the man that had
‘““come short” of His glory. The One
rejected by man was the anointed One in
glory. Paul was an apostle, constituted
such by the rejected but anointed One in
glory. Thus his apostleship was based on
the setting aside of fallen man, and the
introduction of another—an entirely different
kind of Man, of whom Christ risen and
glorified was the full exhibition, according
to eternal purpose. Thus Paul’s apostleship
was not based on the recognition of the
cultured man of privilege, as seen in the
Jew, but on the removal of that man—of
man in the flesh, whether cultured or not.
Paul came direct from the anointed Man,
who will entirely displace throughout the
universe every trace of the man that was
removed by judgment at the cross.

Paul was an apostle “by God the
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Father.” Christianity is marked by the reve-
lation of the Father and by the heavenly
relationships connected therewith. He was
the apostle—or- sent one—by the Lord’s
“call” on his way to Damascus; but, appa-
rently, by the Father, in the assembly at
Antioch. All was, therefore, from a resur-
rection source, and hence had no connection
with Judaism or anything that existed on
earth, or that formed part of this present
world, for it was entirely new and heavenly
in character.

The Lord had wrought wonderfully in
Jerusalem, which was the centre of the
order of things previously established on
earth; but Paul’s apostleship was in no
wise connected even with the assembly at
Jerusalem. He was called directly by the
Lord, who was risen and glorified, and he
went forth from the bosom of the assembly
formed at Antioch. (Acts xiil.)

There they evidently knew something of
the enjoyment and liberty flowing from the
setting aside of fallen man and his displace-
ment by the Spirit, and also of the heavenly
relationships connected with the revelation
of the Father.

Christ is God’s centre and beginning; but
there was a circle on earth from which Paul
went forth, a sphere where these divine
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realities were known and enjoyed. He
literally went forth commended by the
brethren at Antioch, but at that place they
evidently had appropriated and appreciated
some of those precious things belonging
to the people of God universally, and thus
he went forth from the bosom of the as-
sembly.

We live in certain places, and therefore
come together locally, but we should ever
enjoy that which belongs to the whole circle
of the saints, and thus, in mind, we are
associdted with the whole church. Through
the church on earth the light of the glorified
Man can shine, and it should be, in the
power of the Spirit, the means of light and
blessing all around, for the church is the
“habitation of God through the Spirit.
(Eph. ii. 22.)

+ We walk through the wilderness individ-
ually, but in mind we should never separate
ourselves from the whole family of God; and
when together we can then specially enjoy
the privileges which belong to the whote
assembly. Thus we have here leading
characteristics of Christianity, Paul being
an apostle by the anointed Man of God’s
purpose, God revealed as Father, and all
connected with Christ risen. Then from a
circle where these truths were, in measure at
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least, known and enjoyed, Paul went forth on
his first mission to the Gentiles.

The Galatian saints had departed from the
truth which had been ministered to them,
so Paul included “all the brethren” with
him in addressing them. He wishes them
grace aad peace from God, in the character
of Father, and from owr Lord Jesus Christ,
“who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil
world, according to the will of God and our
Father.”

Ques. Why did Paul write to the Gala-
tians like that ?

J. S. G. Because they, like us, had fallen
under the power of the present world. Itis
a rebuke to have to be told that Christ died
to deliver us from the world. If they had been
true to the gospel they Zad received, thére
would have been no need to have stated the
fact. The gospel is concerning One rejected
here, but glorified on high. If our hearts
are won to Him, then we refuse a place
where He has been crucified, and are drawn
to Him where He now is.

Ques. What is the character of the world
we have come under ?

J.S. G. The best part of it—the religious
portion, is formed of what suits man natu-
rally connected with an outward profession
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of the Lord’s name. Judaism was a religion
connected with the world. If Israel had
answered to God’s mind, they would have
been a centre of light and blessing for the
whole of mankind. They failed utterly, and
Christ gave Himself for our sins, that He
might deliver us from this present evil
world. The Lord gave Himself (He could
not give more) to save, or deliver, us from
the present course of things, which is evil;
and we can only understand the mind of
God, and be pleasing to Him here, according
to the measure in which the power of present
things is broken to us.

Ques. Why is it evi/ world ?

J. S. G. It has been tested by the presen-
tation of absolute and perfect goodness in
Christ, and the world has hated Him thus
presented (John v. 45; xv. 24), and so it is
proved to be entirely coryupt and depraved.
Hence it is the will of God, our Father, to
deliver us from it while we are living sur-
rounded by that character of things. The
whole character of Christianity has been
blighted through Satan having succeeded in
enticing God’s people to mix socially and
religiously with the world that crucified
Christ, and thus to connect them outwardly
with this present evil world.

Rem. That is very solemn!
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J. S. G. It is indeed, and we do well to be
exercised regarding being, in heart, apart
from, and outside of, every principle which
makes up man’s world.

Ques. Was the eunuch of Acts viil. de-
livered from the world ?

J. S. G. Philip, the evangelist, preached
Jesus unto him. He had made a long journey
to seek to realise a desire which had been
awakened in his heart by God, and it was on
his return journey with that desire unsatisfied
that Philip presented to him the moral traits
of the Man whom the world had refused—
His moral excellence, His unique, lowly
character! The eunuch had never heard of
such a One before, and his heart was won.
He desired to be identified with Him: he
only wished to be with Him. If the world
had refused Him, he desired to be buried
with Him, and so, he said, * What doth
hinder me to be baptised?” In effect, this
man said, “I want *no place or position
where /e is rejected, and so why should
you not bury me in baptism with Him?”
(Rom. vi. 4.)

Rem. That is a good example of what
you were saying.

J.S. G. Would to God it were more true
of each one of us! So many, and even
among God’s people, are wanting to get on

H
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here, which results in getting up in the
world that Christ has died out of. We little
value His cross, though we sometimes
sing—
¢ Thy cross has severed ties that bind us here ;
Thyself our treasure in a brighter sphere ! ”

Rem. The apostle says, * the present evil
world.”

J. S. G. It is shewn to have become com-
pletely corrupted, beyond all improving,
through having been tested by the Person
of Christ. The best part of it, that is, those
who had béen instructed in the only true
religion of that day, hated Him “without a
cause.” (Johnxv. 25.) We have been brought
up in what is called *“the Christian world,”
and therefore we are in danger of not dis-
cerning its true character. 7he world is still
the same, and every principle of it is opposed
to the Father. The only way of escape is
accepting crucifixion with Him, that we may
not live, but Christ may live in us. He
must fill our hearts so that there may not
be room for “the world,” or its “things.”
(1 John ii. 15.)

If the gospel of a glorified Christ is re-
ceived, it separates our hearts from the world-
system around; but Satan immediately sets
to work to seek to divert us. His object



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS. 99

i1s to entice us on to a wrong line. The
apostle tells the Galatians he marvelled at
them so quickly changing from Him who
had *called” them to a different gospel.
This “different gospel ” was not really “ glad
tidings ” at all, which God’s gospel 7s,; but a
perversion of the gospel of Christ. He
solemnly says, If any one announces as
glad tidings anything besides what we have
announced, or besides what they had re-
ceived, let him be accursed. He would not
admit of any add.tion to, or subtraction
from what he preached, and waich they had
received. He was Christ’s bondsman, and
sought to please his Master only, and not
men. His gospel was not according to man.
He neither received it, nor was he taught it
by man; but through the revélation of a
Person—]esus Christ.

Rem. That is the gospel Paul preached

J.S.G. Yes. He received it by, and
from, the revelation of the Person of Christ.
It was not a question merely of some words
which he had heard, but that Man in glory
was revealed to him. He saw Him (1 Cor.
xv. 8), and therefore he could go and an-
nounce Him as *glad tidings.” The glad
tidings are *“concerning” Him (Rom. 1. 3), a
glorified Man, the Man of God’s purpose,
the Man of His right hand; and He is the
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One who will, by the power of the Spirit, fill
the universe of God!

Ques. Is it the religious world that is our
danger ?

J.S. G. Not only that. To “walk as
men” (1 Cor. iii. 3) is to be governed by the
principles of the world. The character of
Christ should be seen in us, and it would be
a disgrace to us to display the traits of the
man whom God set aside in judgment at the
Cross. .

Rem. We then would not be true to our
baptism.

J. S. G. Certainly not,if we were governed
by the principles of the world to which we
have been buried in baptism. There is only
one way of escape, which is, to be under the
control of the Lord, and to walk here “in
the Spirit.” In Christ, personally, there
was nothing which Satan could touch; there
was nothing within to respond to the prin-
ciples which govern this world. (John xiv. 30.)
Satan is called, in scripture, the * prince " and
“god” of this world. It is often stated—
Prince politically and god religiously.

Ques. Had the Galatians known the im-
port of having the Spirit?

J.S. G. I do not think so. Some have
the Spirit on the divine side (Rom. v. 5), but
know little of His presence on the experi-



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS. 101

mental side. A young bird has wings, but it
has to learn to use them. We have to learn
to ““walk in the Spirit.” The apostle comes
to that later on in this epistle. First, he
would impress upon them that his apostle-
ship was from the resurrection source by
One who was an entirely new kind of Man,
and by God revealed as Father. That He
had given Himself in order to ‘deliver us
from this present evil world, according to
the will of God and our Father.” And His
gospel was made known to him by the
revelation of a Person in glory, and there-
fore it had nothing to do with the course of
things here. His ministry was based en-
tirely on, and directly from, what he had
received from Christ in glory.

They had heard of his former life in con-
nection with a recognised religion on-earth,
and how he had persecuted the assembly of
God, and had advanced beyond many in
Judaism. Then God, who had set him apart
and “called” him by grace, was pleased to
reveal His Son ¢, not fo, him, in order that
he might announce Him as glad tidings.

Ques. “In Him,” is that practical ?

J. S. G. I think “his Son” had His place
in Paul's affections and mind, and there-
fore He was seen s, and expressly &y,
Paul.
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Ques. Paul was what he preached, is that
the thought ?

J.S. G. It is hardly that thought here.
Paul was a chosen vessel to make known
the great truths of Christianity. The greatest
is “ Sonship,” which is association in life and
nature with the Son of God. The Son had
come. When He became Man He could
say, “I will declare the decree: the Lord
hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this
day have I begotten thee.” This One, as
born in time, had a unique place in the
Father’s affections. He was loved of the
Father. It states, *“1 will be to him a Father,
and he shall be to me a Son.” (Heb. i. 5.)
The heavens opened to Him more than once,
and the Father expressed His delight in
Him. He was His Son—the One in the
bosom of the Father! That One had His
place in Paul's affections, and so was re-
vealed in him. It must have been a great
privilege to have heard Paul speak to the
Father, for His Son being revealed in him,

. he must have entered very fully into the

truth of what sonship really involved for
those who form ‘the church.” God had
revealed the Son to others (John vi. 45), but
Paul, when called, did not confer with flesh
and blood. He did not go up to Jerusalem—
to where the other apostles were, but he went
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to Arabia. Then, after some quiet in the
Lord’s presence, Paul returned to Damascus,
and afterwards he went to Jerusalem, and
abode with Peter fifteen days. The other
apostles did not see him at that time. He
was unknown to the churches of Judeea, and
they glorified God, who was seen in Paul.
We have most important truths brought
before us in this chapter. God has intro-
duced His Man, and heavenly relationships
are revealed. The gospel was taught Paul
by the revelation of the Person—Jesus Christ
in glory; and the full truth of sonship was
made known through him, and the saints
“glorified God"” as seen in Paul. This all
shews the heavenly character of true Chris-
tianity, and how those who have the Spirit
are in touch with a living Man'in heaven,
though they are still on earth. .




No. II.
CHAPTER II.

J.S.G. We were noticing at our last
meeting that Paul was an ‘ apostle by Jesus
Christ, and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead.” Thus we have the fact
brought before us, that God’s, Man has been
brought in and placed as Head of the new
order 6f things now present in the power of
the Spirit. -The man set up on earth in
responsibility had been removed from under
God’s eye in the sacrifice of Christ. The
man who would not do for God had been
morally ended for God when Christ was
crucified; and God’s Anointed One, who is
the beginning of everything for God, had
been placed as Head of that world which
was now being formed! Then God had
been revealed as FATHER, and thus heavenly
relationships characterise Christianity. To
add law to Christianity is to make it an
earthly system, instead of heavenly, and
falsifies its whole character.

Ques. Did Paul know Christ on earth?

J. S. G. It appears as though he never
~ saw Him in humiliation, but only in glory.
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(1 Cor. xv. 8) He was not one of the
twelve. They were witnesses of the resur-
rection, and were used of God to establish
the heavenly system of Christianity in its
outward aspect and character.

Paul was a thirteenth—he was an apostle
outside of that which was connected with
perfect administration on earth. He was
not sent to baptise (1 Cor. i. 17), but was
himself admitted by baptism, as all others
had been, save those who formed the house
of God at the first. (Actsi. 15; ii. 1-5.)

Paul’s apostleship was connected with the
internal aspect and privileges of God’s
house. (Eph. ii. 13-22.) He unfolded the
heavenly side of God's putpose; and though
received like others by baptism into the
profession of Christianity, yet he received
his gospel direct from the Lord by the
revelation of Himself—Jesus Christ—in
glory.

God had chosen to reveal His Son in him,
and when he had been called by grace he
“straightway preached Christ in the syna-
gogues, that he is the Son of God.” (Acts ix.
20.)

The first time he saw all the apostles at
- Jerusalem was fourteen years after his call,
and the historical account is in Acts xv. He
had previously gone there to see Peter; but

\
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he says, “ Other of the apostles saw I none,
save James, the Lord’s brother.”

The fourteen years had plainly manifested
the ways of God with Paul, and demon-
strated to the eyes of -all the reality of his
call, and the work given to him to accom-
plish. Thus proof of his apostleship had
been given, and could not be disputed. He
was an apostle, but his call was by the Lord
Himself, distinct from the twelve, and not
connected with the assemply at Jerusalem.

Paul visited Peter, and then went up with
Bdrnabas, who was well known to the
brethren there. Barnabas had also accom-
panied him on his missionary tour, and Paul
had gradually, thr8ugh his spiritual power,
taken the lead. (Acts xiil. 2, 9, 13, 16, 43, 46.)

Ques. Do you gather #hat from the order
in which the names are placed ?

J. S. G. Yes, Paul was the chosen vessel,
and Barnabas evidently recognised it. (Acts
xi.25,26.) Paul went up “ by revelation.” The
Lord has thus communicated to him that it
was His will for him to go to Jerusalem at
this time. But he did not go up to receive
from the twelve, but to communicate—to lay
before them the gospel that he preached to
the nations.

Rem. All that shews how distinct his
mission was.
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J. S. G. It does indeed. Titus was not
circumcised, and thus the question was
actually settled by Paul’'s own act, prior to
its coming before the apostles and elders at
Jerusalem ; though the Lord did not allow it
to be formally settled until it %ad come
before the leaders at Jerusalem; Barnabas
was well known at Jerusalem, and had
accompanied Paul on his first missionary
journey; he could testify of how the Lord
had wrought through them among the
Gentiles, and he was a witness that could
command attention. Then Titus being uncir-
cumcised shewed beyond dispute that Paul
did not recognise the teaching of the
Judaising brethren, though in christian
liberty he circumcised Timothy so, as not to
give offence.

In Israel one tribe was chosen for service.
in connection with that which was ‘“a
shadow"” of heavenly things, but Paul, a
thirteenth apostle, preached Christ in glory,
and was chosen to make known the full
heavenly portion of the saints according to
eternal purpose.

On account of these false teachers, Paul
made known #kis gospel privately to the
prominent leaders, but there was no com-
promising of the truth; there was no sub-
jection given to these false teachers, and
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the truth of the glad tidings was fully
maintained. Neither did the leaders in the
assembly at Jerusalem communicate any-
thing to Paul, but they gave to him the
right hand of fellowship to continue on in
the work the Lord had called him to accom-
plish. Paul had communicated #o them, for
the Lord had revealed to Paul the full
heavenly character of Christianity, but they
had nothing to make known to him, and
they gladly recognised that the Lord was
working through this chosen vessel.

This shews that not only was Paul's
ministry distinct from Judaism, but also dis-
tinct from the twelve apostles, and from the
church as formed at Jerusalem, where links
with the former system were still recognised.
His ministry was heavenly in character, for
he had received it from Christ in glory, and
he recognised no centre save Christ in
heaven, and the assembly, where heavenly
relationships were known and enjoyed.

The old centre was set aside, and those
who were taken up and formed through
sovereign mercy were in separation from
all here, being wunited by the Holy Ghost to
the living Person of Christ in glory.

The glory connected with the earthly
system must fade from the view of those
who saw the surpassing glory of that which



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS. 109

was now introduced. What could be com-
pared with saints in unison with one another
by one Spirit, and all united to the living
Man, Christ Jesus, in heaven!

Then when Peter, who was one of those
conspicuous at Jerusalem, came to Antioch,
Paul rebuked him before all. He evidently
accepted it. He had unlocked the mystery
of the kingdom to the Gentiles, and had
rejoiced in the fulness of grace, but' now he
had acted inconsistently with the truth of
the gospel. He /ad enjoyed christian liberty
with the saints at Antioch, but when some
came down from James he withdrew and
separated himself, eating no more with them
because he feared those of the circumcision,
and even Barnabas was entangled in the
dissimulation.

Rem. That appears to be a very trifling
thing.

J.S. G But it was very serious, for it
set aside the truth of the gospel. It brought
in the man whom God had removed in
judgment, and it recognised what was part
of this evil world after Christ had given
Himself to deliver us out of it. To recog-
nise the man or the world that has been set
aside by God in the death of Christ is, in
principle, to deny the gospel. The gospel is
concerning Christ, who is the Head and
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Centre of God’s world, and that proves that
man and his works has gone before the eye
of God. Hence, if faithful to the Lord, we
cannot receive patronage or support from,
or recognise anything which is part of, the
world that has been judged; or appeal to, or
seek to attract, the man who has proved to
be incurably bad (Jer. xvii. 9, New Trans.;
Isa. i. 6) and has now passed out from under
God's eye in the death of Christ.

Ques. How could you, appeal to that
man ?

J. 5. G. With music, nice singing, or
anything which suits the natural tastes of
man. Paul preached in faith in the living
God, counting on God to work by His Spirit,
and recognising nothing but the Spirit's
work. (1 Cor. ii. 14; iii. 7-19.) We do not
want to appeal to the natural sensibilities of
man, for God’s work in us is to displace that
man through forming Christ in us by the
Spirit.

Ques. To whom should we preach ?

J. S. G. The gospel is announced to man
universally, but each servant must preach
where his Master sends him and what his
Master tells him to preach. We know the
natural man cannot receive what is of God.
Hence we must have faith in God to bless
and work by the Spirit, and then through the



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS. III

conscience and heart of man being reached
God gets His rightful place in the souls of
those that are drawn to Him.

Rem. The true gospel is not palatable to
man ?

J. S. G. Paul's gospel is not, for it gives
no place to man in the flesh, but these false
teachers did, and we must be exercised not
to move on that line. Man in the flesh has
been removed for God in the cross, and is
displaced in us by the Spirit.

Ques. What do you mean by the gospel ?

J.S. G. God’s glad tidings concerning
His Son, who is the head, centre, beginning
and all of God’s system, which is already
present in the power of the Spirit, and will
fill the universe. The death of Christ has
opened the way for all men to cdme into the
blessing under Him. Hence the gospel
covers all the good news which God sends to
men concerning His Son, and the vast circle
of blessing connected with Him by the power
of the Spirit. It includes the good news of
Christ glorified, the presence of the Spirit,
and all the good things provided for man by
God.

Rem. That is ‘a great deal more than
relief.

J.S. G. The gospel, if received, does
bring a man relief, but it also makes known
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that God has provided a very rich portion in
Christ.

Rem. It was not preached fully until the
Spirit came.

J. S. G. It could not.have been, for the
gospel testifies of what is in Christ on high,
and that which may be known here now in
the power of the Spirit.

Ques. Does every one who believes the
gospel receive the Spirit ?

J.S. G. The Spirit sheds abroad God’s
love in our hearts, and forms Christ in us.
What encouragement to those who Ilove
Him! The Spirit is here, not simply to
enable us to know Him, but to give Him
His place in our hearts'and minds. A
person receives the Spirit when he believes
on Christ risen and glorified. (Eph. i. 13.)

‘The principle on which Peter acted when
he dissimulated really makes Christ the
minister of sin; he had lived in chris-
tian liberty with the rest, and then he turns
and recognises what belongs to Judaism.
Judaism had been set aside in Christ; to re-
turn to it was to imply that Christ had
directed it, and thus Christ would be “the
minister of sin.” To return to that from
which I have separated on account of
its having been set aside by God is to be
unfaithful, and to act as though Christ had
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led me to do what is wrong. If I have
been led to separate, why return? If it
is right to return, it is clear that it was
wrong to separate. Christ could not lead to
both, or He would contradict His own direc-
tions ; therefore to act thus is to constitute
one ‘a transgressor.” Now in contrast to
this Paul states what was experimentally true
of himself, and which is God’s mind for all
His people. He saysthat through law he had
died to law, that he might live to God. The
law had come home to him morally in power,
causing him to see his true state in God’s
sight, and shewing him that death was his
portion. But, Christ having died, he appro-
priated His death, and in his mind he had
died with Christ that he might live to God.
Thus he had escaped from the dominion of
law to be wholly for God. -

Ques. Isthe law here the ten command-
ments ?

J. S. G. Law was the principle on which
man in the flesh stood before God in the
past. God required that which was lawful
and right from man. Paul died to the prin-
ciple of demand, and then on the principle
of grace he could live to God.

Ques. Why does he use the pronoun “ 7"
here ?

J. S. G. It is experimental, and he ¢ould

I
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not say it of the Galatians. Later on in the
epistle he shews the road by which they
could reach it. ‘

Rem. He says, “ Be ye followers of me.”

Rem. I suppose “died” is experimental ?

J. S. G. I think so. The law made known
what God required of man, but now what
God is for sinful man is revealed. Paul says
elsewhere, “1 was alive without the law
once,” but when the commandment reached
his conscience, “sin revived and 1 died.”
(Rom. vii. 9.) Death was brought home to
him morally, and then he learnt that he had
died--not in himself, for that would have
meant eternal judgment, but in Christ, who
had given Himself as the victim.on man’s
behalf. Now in Him, the risen One, he
could live to God. '

Ques. Is that for the pleasure of God?

J. S. G. The object, or purport, of his
life was with God before him; he would no
longer live for himself, for his own pleasure,
but the end of life to him would be God
Himself. It is our privilege to live 0 Him
and then we shall live for Him.

Ques. What do you mean by that?

J. S. G. We must first learn that God has
chosen us for His own pleasure, then we
respond by living 0 Him, and thus we shall
be here for Him.
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Ques. Is this personal experience ?

J. S. G. I think so. In Romans iii. it is
taught that God has removed the man offen-
sive to Him from under His eye in judg-
ment, in the sacrifice of Christ.

Paul says, “1 am crucified with Christ.”
Christ had actually been crucified, and
Paul's mind he had been crucified wits Him.
Christ had, in death, ended vicariously the
man who had departed from God, and Paul,
in his mind and soul, had accepted that fact.
It was a presont reality to his soul in the
power of the Spirit. He says, 1 am,” not
“1 was,” crucified with Christ.

Rem. +God can then lead such a soul
on.
J.S. G. Paul says, “1 am crugified with
Christ "—terminated. That is not annihila-
tion; it is not extinction of the personality,
and so he addsy “ Nevertheless I live,” but
it was not Saw/ who lived, it was Christ
living in him. The Spirit had formed new
tastes, new desires, new aspirations, so
that really it was no longer Saul living, for
Christ had been morally formed in Paul, and
Christ was expressed by him. Hence, for
him to live was Christ.

Rem. He suffered the loss of all things.
Why ?

J. S. G. He had something better. Christ
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was living in him. We all naturally desire
things here, but in Paul, Saul was displaced
by Christ being formed in him. What Christ
was morally had displaced the moral charac-
teristics of Saul, so that ‘the traits of Christ
were seen instead of Saul’s natural charac-
teristics,

Ques. Is this not the mind of God for us
all. Why, then, the failure?

J. S. G. Ourfaces must be set in the right
direction. Paul saw a light brighter than
the world’s sun, and so it was eclipsed for
him. He had naturally great advantages and
prospects; but the love of Christ had laid
hold of him. Henceforth that love con-
strained him. The Person of Christ was
his absorbing object, and through this, Christ
was gradually being formed in him by the
Spirit, so that Christ displaced Saul and
became everything to him. So may it be with
us. The Spirit within directs our spiritual
gaze to Christ, to His moral beauty and per-
fection, and as this enchants us we feast on
Him with great delight. Thus through
Christ being assimilated He is formed in us
and lives in us.

QuEes. Is that true of all believers ?

J. S. G. It was not true of the Galatians,
for Paul tells them he travailed in birth again
until Christ was formed in them.
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Ques. Would that mean that the natural
had died ?

J. S. G. The personality ever remains,
but what the man 7s morally is displaced by
what Christ is.

ReM. It is moral transformation.

J.S. G. Yes. The identity is the same,
but the state of that person is completely
transformed.

Ques. Will that be true throughout
eternity ?

J. S. G. The personality will always re-
main, but the natural man will entirely dis-
appear. I once did not know God; now,
through mercy, I do know Him, and 1 shall
be eternally in His blessed presence, but
there will not be a trace left of the man that
did not know God, for that man w111 have
been extinguished.

The Epistle.to the Romans teaches that
the sinful man, which has been ended in the
cross, is practically displaced by the Spirit.
If we do not go on with God, that same man
will appear as of Ishmael—the flesh; but if
we walk in the Spirit, Christ is formed in
us. Practical deliverance from the sinful man
lies in the Spirit; and deliverance from that
man when even trained in the house, as was
Ishmael, is through Christ being formed in us
by the Spirit. The Epistle to the Galatians
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shews that the true Isaac gets His place in
us consequent upon Ishmael being exposed
and cast out. There was no place in the
house for the one who mocked, for Isaac
must fill the whole-place. He must not
simply have the first place, but He must
have His true place, which is complete
possession of our hearts and minds.

Rem. Ishmael must go!

J.S.G. That is it. Man in the flesh,
when trained and cultured by every advan-
tage which God could give him, only mani-
fests his inability to appreciate Christ. The
more that man is trained, the more manifest
it is that the best trait of his moral being
hates Christ, though it may be covered up
by that which deceives man. Hence #iat
man cannot be improved, and he must he
“ cast out.”

Rewm. It is plainly manifested in this age.

J. S. G. Ishmael, though fourteen years
in the house of Abraham—*the friend of
God "—mocks when Isaac is weaned. There
is tremendous opposition in the man of the
flesh against Christ living in us, for all that
we are, in connection with Adam, opposes it.

ReM. You mean the best in man, naturally,
hates Christ.

J. S. G. Yes, the flesh is not improved
when we receive the Spirit, but we some-
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times try to train it for God, and that is
really the thought of Ishmael. We seek to
be for God in the power or energy of the
flesh, instead of ignoring that man, and
living to God in the Spirit. We may educate
him, so that he is not so obnoxious, but it is
still Ishmael, and not Christ. Ishmael was
trained, but not transformed; but this is
taught further on in this epistle.

Here the apostle says, “1 am crucified
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which [
now live in flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me.”

Ques. What is the thought here of living
in the flesh ? .

}.S.G. In Romans it says we are “not
in the flesh,” for God has made us to live in
the Spirit. Here we are viewed as con-
tinuing natural life—eating, drinking, &c.,
the same as all men. We have to work,
sleep, &c., because we are still in a natural
condition. Now Paul’s life in flesh was
regulated and sustained by the One before
him, who had “loved him and given himself
for him.” Christ was his motive power for,
and in, everything, and thus, whether he ate
or drank, it was all in the name of the Lord.
(Col. iii. 17.)
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Rem. Paul made tents.
J. S. G. He did, and his soul was sus-

tained with God when doing it by the
One who was ever before him. We are
not tested so much by some great event as
by our souls being maintained continually
with God in connection with our daily life in
flesh. Christ never changes, and the Spirit
has come that He may not only be before
me, but that He may live in my heart and
mind, and so fill them. ,

Ques. What do you understand by “the
faith of the Son of God”?

J. S. G. Itischaracteristic of Christianity,
and by it we overcome the world. (1 John v. 5.)
Paul lived by faith, so did all the Old
Testament saints, but Paul’s faith was “the
faith of the Son of God,” and so he overcame
the world.

Ques. Isit the principle—* The just shall
live by faith " ?

J. S. G. I think “by faith” is that there
he mentions what characterised his faith,
which is the faith of Christianity—God being
fully revealed. That Person was before his
soul. A real Person, who loved and gave
Himself for him. It is intensely individual—
“He loved me and gave himself for me.”
Christ lived sz him, but he had ever to be
sustained by an object before him—the
Person of the Son.
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Ques. Old Testament saints ‘“lived by
faith,” did they not ?

J. S. G. Yes, but not by “the faith of the
Son of God.”

Ques. What is the difference ?

J. S. G. To live by faith is to live in the
light of what is unseen by the world, but
which wil/ be displayed.

“The faith of the Son of God” is the full
light of Christianity. The Son of God, One
in whom we can see all that God is, in
display, the Centre of God’s universe, the
One who loved Paul perfectly, was ever
_ before his soul, and thus he was sustained.

Ques. Is it open to every believer to look
up and say, * The Son of God who loved me
and gave himself for me”? .

J. S. G. There are many who say they
believe, and perhaps do to a certain extent,
but yet they.have not the living Person
before them. The gospel presents Christ
raised from the dead and glorified, and the
Spirit is given after a person believes on
Him risen from the dead. The soul who
has appropriated Him enjoys His love,
knowing by the Spirit that he is one whom
Christ loves. .

Rem. No Old Testament saint could say
that.

J.S. G. No. The great thing for us is
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not to say, but to see that we know, experi-
mentally, the reality of having Him before
us, and thus live in the enjoyment of His
love.

Ques. Is it possible that a long time may
elapse between being ‘“born again” and
receiving the Spirit ?

J.S. G. It may be so. There is no rule.
God grves the Spirit, but to receive the Spirit
I must believe on Christ 7isen, for the Spirit
can only connect us with Him glorified and
the new order of things of which He is the
Centre.

Rem. 1 suppose my apprehension will
grow, but I must believe on Him first.

J.S. G. We believe on Him risen from
the dead, then the Spirit is given, and our
apprehension and appreciation grows as we
have Christ before us.

Ques. Did the Galatians get that far ?

J. S. G. They had received the Spirit, but
had been stunted. Paul would entice them,
and us, onward by the magnificent prospect
of having Christ living in us, and “ the Son
of God” as an object before our souls to
sustain us. These false teachers had got the
Galatians off the line of faith, and hence the
flesh was substituted for the Spirit.

Ques. Had these persons (the false
teachers) the Spirit ?
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J. S. G. They certainly had not the Spirit,
or else they had got far away from God, and
so were being used by the enemy to corrupt
the gospel.

RemM. Abraham knew something of resur-
rection ?

J.S.G. Yes; through receiving Isaac
from the dead in figure he gained a distinct
knowledge of God as ‘““able to raise the
dead.”

Ques. Is it possible to have the forgive-
ness of sins and yet not to have the Spirit ?

J. S. G. If a man knows the forgiveness
of sins and is free with God he has the
Spirit. When Peter presented Christ risen
to the household of Cornelius the Spirit fell
on them. (Acts x. 44-47.) The presence of
the Spirit is opened up upon two distinct
lines in scripture. Onelineis, we belfeve on
God, who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, and the Spirit sheds abroad the love of
God in our hearts. The other line is in
Romans vil. and viii., and there the Spirit is
the power of life, so that we can live to God
and respond to His love. The first connects
with faith, and the second with experience.

QUES Why did not the Samaritans re-
ceive the Spirit until the Apostles Peter and
John went down ?

J.S. G. That hindered Samaria being
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made a centre, and helped to maintain
unity.

Do not let us forget the important pomts
of these two chapters. Paul was an apostle
from a resurrection source by the anointed
Man in glory, and God revealed as Father.
The Lord had given Himself to free them
from their sins, which connected them with
this world, that He might deliver them ou# of
this world. His gospel was received by the
revelation of Jesus Christ. Paul thus came
in testimony direct from Christ in glory, and
did not even see the other apostles until there
was ample evidence of the Lord Himself
having committed a ministry to him. Then,
he was not regulating man in the flesh by
law, nor recognising the directions given to
man in the flesh, as seen in the privileged
Jew, for Christ was living in him, and he
was sustained in his life here by the Son of
God being before him, and his soul in the
enjoyment of His love. May we follow on
that line through the Lord’s goodness.

—N—



No. IIL

CHAPTER IIL

J.S. G. The apostle having brought
before the Galatians that which he greatly
desired for them—" Christ liveth in me"—
proceeds to state the point of departure with
them. He calls them “senseless.” They
had been “bewitched,” led astray, though
Jesus Christ had been portrayed before the
gaze of their souls and they had received
the Spirit.

Ques. Was it not singular that the
Galatians should be in such a condition when
they had received the Spirit ?

J. S. G. They, had been entrapped, and
were thus shunted on to a wrong line.

Rem. [ hardly think it would be possible
for us to be so entrapped. They supple-
mented ‘““ the law ” to the work of Christ.

J.S. G. 1t is similar to the idea of the
law being “the rule of life” for the Chris-
tian. They believed in Christ, but they
wanted to add the law to make themselves
perfect. The apostle shews that there are
two systems which are in marked contrast
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from one another, and which cannot be con-
nected.

QuEes. Are we not in danger of being, in
principle, under law ?

J. S. G. That is one of the greatest hin-
drances to our spiritual progress. It may
not be in such a glaring way as with the
Galatians, but it is the same in principle,
though in a more subtle form. How often
people complain of not finding love amongst
the saints. This 1s being under law, in prin-
ciple. We must not be on the line of ex-
pecting love to bejshewn by others; but if
we are enjoying God’s love we shall be
shewing love, and then we shall soon find
response.

Rem. We are apt to slip into it. I heard
of a sister leaving the meeting because when
she had been absent for a time no one shook
hands with her.

J.S. G. To be expecting from man is
always to be disappointed. Christianity is
characterised by two great principles—/oving
and giving. The scriptures do not teach me
to look for others to love and to give, but it
teaches me to do so.

Rem. Christians in system are under
“the law as a rule of life.”

J. S. G. If we were free of it it would be
a great mercy. We all know, doctrinally,
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that we are not under law, but are we in
principle so free of the law that we are mani-
festing the grace of Christ ? Are we marked
by loving and giving? The Galatians had
been started on right lines, for through
Paul's preaching Christ crucified had been
portrayed before their spiritual vision.

Ques. What does that mean?

J. S. G. The gospel presents Christ, and
where there is faith, Christ, as an object, is
before my soul, and thus by the power of the
Spirit I see Him. (John xiv. 19.) Christ
crucified had been presented to their souls
as ending, sacrificially, the man who cow/d be
put under law. This had been portrayed
before them, and, by faith, they had received
this light, but they had not been true to the
light. ’

Ques. What do you mean by that? -

J.S. G. That which has been presented
to the soul, even if it has been received by
faith, has to be worked out in practice in the
power of the Spirit. Paul had preached
Christ as the One who had ended, in sacri-
fice, the sinful man. They had not merely
assented to it, but had believed it, and Christ
crucified had been placed before the vision of
their souls.

Ques. Were not the Corinthians on the
same lines ?
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J. S. G. Yes, but it took a different form.
Christ crucified is the ending in sacrifice of
the sinful, wise, or legal man.

Ques. Had they lost sight of that?

J. S. G. They certainly had, and perhaps
had never understood the force of it. It
was indeed perplexing for them that those
legal teachers should come among them ; but
if they had been true to the light they had
received through Paul they would have
refused their false teaching.

Rem. Perhaps it was allowed for our
profit.

J. S. G.. Now Paul appeals to them, and
shews the foolishness of such teaching. Did
they receive the Spirit by works of law, or
by the hearing of faith? Having begun in
the Spirit, would they be made perfect in
the flesh? These questions would exercise
them, and their own answers would shew
the absurdity of the false teaching. Then
we must bear in mind that we cannot sepa-
rate the presence of the Spirit as life from
the death of Christ as having morally ended
the man.

Rem. Please explain that.

J. S. G.  God has removed the man of the
flesh in judgment, in the sacrifice of Christ,
and He has given the Spirit that #af man
may be displaced ## me. These two thoughts
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go together. We can distinguish them, but
they must not be separated.

Ques. Do we get the Spirit as life in
Romans viii. 107

J.S. G. The man is removed by being
ended in God’s sight when Christ died, and
of this the blood is a witness. (Rom. iii. 25.)
Then we have the divine intention for us
(in Romans viii. 3, 4), but this we have to "’
reach in the spirit of our minds and in the
history of our souls, and then we prove the
Spirit to be life, enabling us to walk in
righteousness, not recognising the man that
God has condemned in the cross. The
measure of my appropriation of the death of
Christ will be the measure of the displace-
ment in me of the obnoxious man by the
Spirit. We may even insist doctrinally in
the energy of the flesh, on the removal of
that man, and still zefair him. The fact of
his removal can only be maintained by
“walking in the Spirit,” by whom he s dis-
placed in me practically.

Here the apostle speaks of Christ crucified
and then of the presence of the Spirit.

Christ bore on the cross the wrath of God
—all that He was 'in holiness against sin—
and thus the life of the sinful man was
ended. The same death which puts the sins
away morally vemoves the man—ithe sinner.

K
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Ques. Do we learn it separately ?

J.S. G. We léarn what took place when
Christ died. There are many aspects and
types of His death, but they all point to the
one death of our Lord. * We may, perhaps,
learn here a little and there a little; but all
was complete and perfect under God’s eye the
moment Christ died. The apostle said (Acts
xiii. 38), “ Through #ks man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins”; and here, in
Galatians, he says, * Christ crucified ” was
portrayed. This shews plainly what Paul
preached.

Rem. The gospel preached that does not
present the end of the sinful man would be
defective.

J.S. G. It would indeed, and would not
be the gospel. We may be slow to learn it,
but the end of man in the cross of Christ is
the divine fact. Israel wandered thirty-eight
years before they reached the brazen serpent.
The ground had been cleared for God in
Exodus xii., but figuratively #key did not
arrive at the divine intention for them until
they came to the brazen serpent and the
springing well.

Rem. What #hey were was manifested in
their wanderings.

J.S.G. The wilderness is where we
should learn what God is, and the fourteen
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days is necessary. God would have us to
gain an experimental knowledge of Himself,
so that

¢ There no stranger-God shall meet thee,
Stranger thou in courts above.”

Ques. How fourteen days?

J. S. G. Three days to Mount Horeb and
eleven to Kadesh Barnea. We have to learn
God in three connections: the One who
leads us ouf, who maintains us in our journey-
ings, and then the One who takes us .

Ques. Do we not often speak as though
the thirty-eight years were necessary ?

J. S. G. They wandered thirty-eight years
through not keeping the feast.

Ques. What feast?

J. S. G. God brought them out to hold a
feast (Exo. v. 1), but instead of keeping it,
they put themselves under law. (Exo. xxiv. 7.)
They did not appreciate His grace, and
undertaking to be obedient and to do God’s
will, they missed the feast, and wandered
instead of journeying. Through not feasting
they had no desire for that which God had
purposed for them ;, and the man that did not
appreciate the purpose of God was (figura-
tively) morally removed at the brazen serpent
and displaced by the springing well.

There are two leading features connected



132 NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS.

with God’s people on earth during the present
period. The first is faith, and the second is
the presence of the Spirit. Faith is a prin-
ciple on which God’s people have moved
from the beginning, but how we are privi-
leged to have the complete plan before us ot
that which will be displayed in the coming
day. Then the presence of the Spirit is the
characteristic feature of the present period;
for the unique position and portion of the
church depends on the indwelling of the
Spirit. It is by faith we receive God's
testimony concerning what wi// be mani-
fested ; and by the Spirit it is enjoyed and
possessed in hope.

QuEes. How would you describe faith ?

J.S. G. Unseen things become real to
the soul by the Spirit on that principle. A
newborn child has eyes, and gradually its
power to perceive grows. Faith enables us
to see what is set forth in testimony. If you
walk across this room, you do not fall over
the table, because you see; but if you were
blind, you might walk against it. It is our
privilege to walk by faith, governed by the
principles of God’s world, which no natural
man has seen, or can see.

ReEm. We believe what we cannot verify.

J.S. G. We believe God's testimony.

Ques. Is faith the product of new birth?
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J.S.G. When born anew, figuratively
speaking, the soul has eyes, but light is
needed to be able to see. A person may
have splendid sight, but he cannot see in the
dark. Thus a soul born anew needs to be
brought into the light of God. He needs
the revelation of God presented to him, and
then he gradually perceives that God is
absolute goodness. Thus the light, which
is objective, becomes subjective, or light in
his soul ; and this is what governs him if he
walks with God.

There may be three pictures on this wall,
but I may have only noticed one; then you
call my attention to them, and I see two, and
later on a third. Thus Christ is presented
in testimony, and He becomes an object
before my soul, and as I walk by faith in
the power of the Spirit, I see more of-His
beauty and grace, and also the vastness of
that immense order of things of which He is
the appointed Sun and Centre! To walk by
faith is to be governed by Him and by that
which is now unseen, but which will shortly
come into actual display. Faith is connected
with that order of unseen, but eternal things !

QuEs. [s faith light?

J.S. G. They are not identical though ts
Light is God revealed as the embodiment of
all moral perfection. Faith is the principle
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by which the soul comes into blessing in
contrast to by works; then, if he goes on,
he /ives by the enjoyment of, and in the light
of, what is unseen (2 Cor. iv. 18); and the
walk is governed by the same. By faith we
apprehend that which is set forth in divine
testimony.

ReM. Spiritual eyesight appears to me to
be a good description of what you are
speaking of.

J.S. G, We see, or have, before us by
faith, that which God now affirms, but has
not yet publicly established. Scripture
describes more the characteristics of faith
than what it is in itself. We might have a
difficulty to explain exactly what sight is,
but we do know that we can see, and that
sight has certain results.

The leading feature in Christianity is the
presence of the Spirit. The truth of ‘“the
body” and ‘“the house” depends on the
indwelling of the Spirit; and no company
of saints outside the church will be indwelt
by the Spirit. Directly we are off the line
of faith we substitute flesh for Spirit.

Rem. That would reinstate the man re-
moved in the cross and bring in the principle
of law, and this would be worse than the
Galatians were.

Ques. Isliving connected with new birth ?
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J. S. G. Itisnot so connected in scripture.
Living is connected with the knowledge of
God revealed in Christ and the presence of
the Spirit. God acts in sovereign mercy,
and by the operation of the Spirit upon us
we are “born anew.” Then begins a work
of God in the soul, which is carried on by the
Spirit. '

Rem. I do not quite see the force of that
expression “upon us.”

J.S. G. You must have a person before
there can be a work of God in him. A
person has no existence spiritually until he
is born anew. The person then begins to
exist in connection with God. The Spirit
now works in him and exercise is produced ;
the light of the gospel shines in, and after
the reception of the Spirit Christ is gradually
formed within. .

Ques. Do you distinguish between being
“born anew " (John iii. 3) and being “born
of God” (John i 13; 1 John iv. 18)?

J.S.G. 1 think “born of God” gives
the full thought of birth. Being ‘“born
again,” or anew, is the initial work of God
in the soul. A spiritual existence is im-
parted; but “born of God” includes a
moral character, which is the result of the
reception of the Spirit and the work of the
Spirit. It is necessary to be born anew
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that we may be able to see. Except a man
be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of
God. (John iii.) “Born of God” is to have
tastes and character suited to those who are
taken up for the pleasure of God.

Ques. Is the being ‘“ born anew " true in
all dispensations ?

J.S.G. Yes: In all dispensations or
periods since man fell, man must be “born
again,” or, as the New Translation renders it,
“born anew,” to perceive what is of God. It-
is the sovereign act of God in mercy by the
Spirit, and is the beginning of a person’s
existence spiritually; then, through the
presentation of what God is in the gospel,
that person takes character, and is born of
Him. (1 Pet. i. 23; 1 John ii. 29.)

Rem. The Galatians, to whom Paul wrote,
had not only been born anew, but had also
received the Spirit.

J.S. G. Yes; but, alas, they did not con-
tinue in faith on the Spirit’s line.

Ques. I would like to ask where repen-
tance comes in ?

J. S. G. In connection with the exercise
of soul prior to believing the gospel, but we
are ever learning, if walking with God, what
a hateful thing sin is.

QuEes. Is it before conversion ?

J.S.G. Conversion is being turned to God.
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Born anew is God’s act in divine sovereignty
by the Spirit in mercy, and then when the
person hears the gospel he turns to God.
The order is: *Repentance towards God
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Ques. Did the prodigal of Luke xv. repent
‘““when he came to himself " ?

J. S. G. There was a measure of repent-
ance then, but full repentance was after he
was ‘‘ covered with kisses.” Full repentance
can only take place in the light of the Jove of
God. A person then sees who he has sinned
against, and can then face the extent of his
complete ruin. He could not do this before,
for he would be driven to despair apart from
some light as to the goodness of God. The
younger son fully repented when he had
been covered with the Father’s kisses; and
Israel will repent of their rejection of Christ,
as described,in Psalm li.,, when they know
God revealed as presented in Psalm L

Ques. Is it preaching the grace of God,
or is it the judgment of God, that works
repentance ?

J. S. G. Luke xv. shews clearly that it
was the absolute goodness of the father that
led the son to entirely condemn himself, and
freely and fully confess his sin. The man .
who was in hell, in Luke xvi., had refused
the grace and love displayed in Luke xv., as
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did the elder son. It is a difficuit thing to go
to hell; for a man has to pass by all God's
overtures in mercy and grace, and refuse
everything that a God of perfect love could
present to attract him.

Ques. Should we not have “the terror of
the Lord"” before us when preaching ?

J. S. G. The apostle knew “ the terror of
the Lord,” and this led him to * persuade
men.” This means, I judge, the seriousness
and awfulness of a sinful man having to
stand before a holy God! This is much
needed. We have to measure ourselves in
God's presence. There is often little exer-
cise because persons have never experi-
mentally met God. The woman in John iv.
was interested when the Lord spoke to her,
but when He touched her conscience she
felt the influence of His presence.

Ques. What is the difference between
preaching the cross and the preaching of the
gospel ?

J. S. G. The preaching of the cross ss
preaching the gospel. The cross is the death
of shame. The man in the flesh is thus set
aside. The gospel is the wkole glad tidings,
and the preaching of the cross is the applica-
tion of Christ's death, which excludes the
wisest and best man the flesh can produce.
The gospel is God’s testimony to man con-
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cerning Christ on high, and all the blessed
results through the presence of the Spirit
here. It is the means by which God delivers
souls out of this present world and brings
them now into the enjoyment of the blessing
of Abraham. The great thing for us is to
see that we are enjoying in our own souls
Christ, who is the Centre of all.

Rem. We should then move forward.

J.S.G. These false teachers had prob-
ably pressed that through circumcision and
law they were connected with the line of
God’s people on earth, and therefore with
Abraham. Hence the apostle shews that
the portraying of Jesus Christ crucified, the
reception of the Spirit, ministering the
Spirit, and the working of miracles, were all
on the principle of faith. This corresponded
with how Abraham was reckoned righteous,
and circumcisiop and law came in after-
wards.

Rem. The Jews were wrong when they
said, “ We have Abraham to our father.”

J.S. G. They of course spoke of what
was true by natural descent, but they were
not morally sons of Abraham. God has
said, in view of thé justification of the Gen-
tiles by faith, “ In thee shall all nations of
the earth be blessed.” Sothose on the prin-
ciple of faith are blessed, with Abraham, who
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believed God, but those on the principle of
law-keeping are under the curse of a broken
law. These are most important principles
for us to weigh before the Lord. Faith
exalts God, but makes hothing of man. By
faith we believe God’s testimony, and then
we enjoy the blessing by the Spirit. On
the other hand, to be on the line of law, or
demand, is, in principle, to be under the
curse. On the line of demand, expecting
from man, there is only barrenness of soul,
disappointment, and unhappiness; but
righteousness and life characterise those
who, on the principle of faith, by the Spirit,
enjoy the blessing.

Rem. It is the children of Abraham who
come into the blessing ?

J. S. G. Yes; those who have his cha-
racter. He was a man of faith. Christ had
redeemed those who had been Jews from
the curse that the blessing of Abraham
might come to the nations in the power of
the Spirit. How immensely important it is
for us to see to it that we enjoy the bless-
ing. Christ—the “ Seed,” has now come.
He, for faith, has now His place as Head of
that vast order of blessing according to
eternal purpose. Righteousness, life, and
the full spiritual force of the words, * In thee
shall all nations of the earth be blessed,”
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can now be enjoyed. What a great differ-
ence there would be if we were all free from
the principle of demand, and were glorying
in God Himself, in what He is, in His pur-
poses, and in His love, and thus enjoying
the blessing. Then we each would be con-
tributors at the different meetings, and to all
God’s people. Both brothers and sisters are
contributors to the spirit of the meeting and
to the spirit existing generally among the
Lord’s own. If not in the enjoyment of the
promised blessings we hinder rather than
help, and this should cause exercise. Hence
it is important to see that the blessing of
Abraham is experimentally reached, and that
we are daily living in the enjoyment of it.
Nothing but this can really deliver from the
spirit of legality, which is so natural to us
all, and from the sad departure from the
truth and the ways of God which has taken
place and is so general. Professing Christen-
dom is characterised by emulation and strife,
instead of by love, and by demand and
begging instead of by giving. Let us each see
that we in our feeble measure are marked
by that which is according to God, through
Christ being formed in us, expressing divine
love, and therefore being contributors instead
of expecting from others. The perfect One
when on earth has left us an example, for
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He “ came not to be ministered unto, but to
miunister, and to grve His life a ransom for
many.” (Matt. xx. 28.) He also said in word
and deed, “ It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” (Acts xx. 35.)

Ques. How do you understand * He that
ministereth to you the Spirit”?

J.S.G. 1 suppose that, through the
preaching of the gospel, they received the
Spirit. Paul laid his hands on those at
Ephesus. The Galatians had‘been idolatrous
under the influence of evil spirits, and the
result of receiving the Holy Spirit must
have been very distinct and in marked con-
trast. Now everything has been corrupted,
and the outward marks are not so manifest.
The Spirit is grieved generally, and hin-
dered, though He still maintains livingly all
that is for God; and we need to be self-
judged, and to walk in separation if we
would prove the Spirit’s power.

Rem. The fact of receiving the Spirit sets
the man aside.

J. 5. G. I am then able to say, *“ 1 myself,”
that which is of nature, and corrupted by
sin, [ still carry about, but #at is not “I
myself.” The Spirit displaces the sinful
man in me, so that I am able to take account
of myself as apart from what [ am as
descended from Adam, and as morally
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formed of God. “So then,” I can say,
“with the mind 1 mpyself serve the law of
God.”

Rem. Paul had said, “ In myself dwelleth
no good.”

J.S. G. He had looked at the inward
movements as himself, then he looks at sin
as not himself but as an enemy, and so he
can, through grace, think of himself as living
to God—I myself; and all the rest is a
burden which he is now free of in mind, and
will actually get rid of when called into the
presence of his Lord in glory.

Rem. In John's epistle the saints are
looked at in the same abstract way.

J.5.G. It is a great day for our souls
when we are individually able, in truth, to
say, “I myself.” Then, later, we can look
at ourselves as “born of him,” and again as
“ Both he that sanctifieth, and they who are
sanctified, are all of omne,; for which cause
he is not ashamed to call them brethren.”
(Heb. ii. 11.)

Moses broke down in faith when wanting
his father-in-law for eyes; soon after the
people complained and lusted after the things
of Egypt, but the first departure was with
Moses.

The covenant had been made with
Abraham, and was confirmed to Isaac,
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which is Christ, really. This covenant ex-
pressed the spontaneous, free blessing which
God promised to Abraham in Genesis xii.,
and confirmed to Isaac in Genesis xxii. The
law came four hundred and thirty years
later, and was added to raise the question of
righteousness, until Christ, “the Seed,”
should come. It was ordained through
angels in the hand of a mediator.

Ques. What is the thought of a “medi-
ator”? .

J. S. G. A mediator stands between two
parties. In the Old Testament the mediator
is from man to God, and the one side of the
covenant depended on man fulfilling it, and
therefore everything on those terms was
lost. In the New Testament the Mediator
is from God to man. He reveals all that God
is, and is the expression of the whole mind
of God regarding man. Hence for those
who live in Him the blessing is certain, for
all is dependent on God Himself. This (all
being dependent upon God Himself) was
God'’s original thought when the promise was
given, for the promise was unconditional.
The law, which was added, is not against
the promise, but it shews that on account of
what man is, a// must be fulfilled in sovereign
mercy, on the principle of faith. The law
demands, but cannot give life. So it was
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the tutor until Christ came, but #ew we are
“ God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.”

Ques. What is the thought in verse 237?
Was there not faith before Christ came. ?

J. S. G. “Faith,” there, is the faith of
Christianity. It is connected with the reve-
lation of God in Christ. Therefore now it
is no longer the position of servants under
law, or children under tutors, but sous of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. Then in
verse 29 he says, “ But if ye are of Christ
Jesus, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to promise.” Being of Christ,
these are the moral traits which are seen in
Abraham, and thus they would be the true
“heirs.”

Rem. “If yewere . ... ye would do the
works,” &c. (John viii. 39.) '

J. 5. G. This chapter (Gal. iii.) speaks of
us as being of Christ, but it does not reach
“Christ liveth in me.” The principle of law
stands 'in marked contrast to promise, or
grace and faith, and hence #e “ blessing ” i%
not known on that line. Now we are “all
one in Christ Jesus.” There is no Jew nor
Greek ; there is no bondman (slave) or free-
man ; no male or female; these distinctions
cease “ in Christ.”

QuEes. Does verse 27 lead to that ?

J. S. G. 1 think so. Christ is “put on”

L
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in baptism. He is named over the person
baptised, and thus Christ is professedly put
on.

Ques. Is that the christian circle in
verse 287 .

J. S. G. It alludes to it.
Ques. To “put on Christ,” is that nomi-
nally ?

J. S. G This is spoken of Christians, and
supposed to be real. I do not think any
should be baptised unless they helieve on the
Lord, or belong to a christian household.
The head of a christian household can count
on God for them, and of there is faith, with
obedience, they will be all brought to know
God. Apparently, when the house of Ste-
phanas was baptised, it did not go beyond
the slaves; but when they ‘“addicted them-
selves to the ministry,” the hired servants,
or some others, were included, At least, so
it seems, for the larger word (in the original)
is then used. If the head of the house trains
the household according to the baptism, it
will affect those who feel its influence.

Rem. It bore fruit.

J. S. G. It must bear fruit if taken up in
faith and in the fear of God. With some it
is a matter of law; they say it is to “obey a
command,” and that is really to place souls
on Galatian ground ; and, besides, it is giving
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something to the sinner to do; for in scrip-
ture baptism is a living man buried to
Christ’s death, and not a dead man. Paul
says, As many as have been baptised “ unto
Christ Jesus have been baptised unto his
death.” (Rom. vi. 2.)

The importance of the Epistle to the
Galatians is great, and we need to be
exercised as to what line we are on. We
cannot make ourselves grow, but we must
be in the conditions which are necessary for
growth. Then, with proper food, we shall
grow. May we each be more in the enjoy-
ment of the “blessing” of Abraham by the
Spirit, that we may better represent God,
who is in His nature Jove, and who has
revealed Himself as a gizing God.



No. IV.

CHAPTER 1V.

J. S. G. The apostle has spoken of faith,
the presence of the Spirit, and the blessing
of Abraham; he now develops the great
leading feature of Christianity. This is not
the position of servants, or even children
under age, but of sons, with the state con-
nected therewith; sonsth is the greatest
privilege to which we are called.

Rem. Brought to know the Father.

J. S. G. Toknow the Father in association
with the Son of God.

Rem. There could be nothing higher.

J. S. G. We are united to the Man Christ
Jesus; but we are in association with the
Son of God in life and nature.

Rem. It is important to see that it is in
association with the Son of God that we are
sons.

J.S. G. We could have no idea of son-
ship according to God, except through seeing
the place the Son of God has with the
Father. “We have contemplated his glory,
a glory as of an only-begotten with a father.”
(John i. 14, New Trans.) It is a term of
affection. He was the only One, the unique
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One, the One who had a glory as of an only~
begotten Son; the One in the bosom of
the Father, who, in His own Person, shews
the position which is ours, for His own
delight and the Father’s satisfaction.

Ques. Do we get the thought of sonship
first with Israel ?

J. S. G. No, first of all it is with angels;
we read—The sons of God (angels) shouted
for joy when they saw the work of God in
creation. (Job xxxviii. 7.) And God said
of /srael to Pharaoh, “ Let my son go.” (Exo.
iv. 23.) This was national. God called the
nation whom He had chosen, “my son, my
firstborn.” (Exo. iv. 22.) This adoption be-
longed to Israel (Rom. ix. 4), but the full
divine thought of sonship is only seen in #4e
Son of God. )

Rem. “Out of Egypt have I called my
son.” (Hos. xi+1; Matt. xi. 15.)

J. S. G. That speaks of Christ, who went
down into Egypt and recommenced the his-
tory of Israel in His own Person. He is
the true Israel, the stock from whence *the
Israel of God” springs. (Isa. xlix. 3.) But
the place of sonship given to those who
form the church is far beyond that of
Israel’s.

Ques. How do you define the difference ?

J. S. G. Angels are sons of God. They,
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in measure, display God. They are holy,
blameless in their ways, have intelligence
through observing the work and the ways
of God, and they can rejoice in what God
performs. (Job. xxxviii."7; Luke ii. 13, 14.)
Then all those who have part in the resur-
rection from among the dead are sons of
God. (Luke xx. 36.) And, again, all “over-
comers” are sons of God. (Rev. xxi. 7.)
Thus in the future it will not be sonship
for Israel in a national sense merely, but
there will be an intelligent response from
each individual in Israel, and the nations will
be brought to know God. Revelation xxi. 7
shews that in the eternal condition of things
each individual will belong to one of the
many families of sons. There will, I judge,
be degrees of intelligence and intimacy with
the different companies, though all will be
sons, and all supremely blessed according to
eternal purpose. The different families will
be formed so as to respond intelligently to
the love of “the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ ” according to the position
assigned them by God in His perfect wisdom.
But the position of those who form the
church is far beyond this, for they have
“the Spirit of God’s Son.”

Rem. “Bringing many sons unto glory.”
(Heb. ii. 10.)
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J. S. G. That is said of us now, but it will
have an application to others after we are
gone.

Ques. Can you make the difference a little
clearer to us ?

J. S. G. This scripture shews that those
under law were like children cared for by
guardians and stewards, but when the suit-
able moment arrived God sent forth His
Son. He came of woman, came under law,
to redeem those under law, that they might
receive sonship. Then he says, * And because
ye are souns, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.” (Gal. iv. 6.)

Let us ponder the words, ‘Spirit of his
Son.” There could be nothing more mar-
vellous. What could we have more than
the Spirit of His Son/ This is unique and
belongs only. to those who compose the
church. The sons in the other families
(Eph. iii. 15) will not have “the Spirit of his
Son.” They will be sons, and as such know
God as Father; but I know of no scripture
which even hints of them having “the Spirit
of his Son.”

Ques. Does that go on to eternity ?

J.S. G. Certainly. It is ours now
through the presence of the Spirit, but at
present we are hampered by being in the
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body. Soon we shall enjoy it unhinderedly
in the full power of the Spirit with the Son
in the presence of the Father. There is no
natural relationship which fully illustrates it,
though even in nature a son has the thoughts
and feelings of a son; he takes character from
the father, and expresses traits seen in his
father. One prominent thought connected
with sons in scripture is expression of cha-
racter, so we read of “sons of light,” “sons
of your father,” &c.

God sent forth His Son. This One—the
One sent forth, had a unique position in the
Father’s affections. He was actually the
complete answer to every desire of the
Father's heart. He was in His bosom (John
i. 18), and there was from Him the perfect
intelligent response to the Father’s affections.
He was ever perfectly, throughout His whole
life on earth, in the full consciousness of it.
He could say, “ I will declare the decree, the
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee.” Of Him it
was said, “1 will be to him for Father, and
he shall be to me for Son.” (Heb. i. 5, New
Trans.) This unique position of relationship
as Man He entered into by becoming Man,
though it is based on, and cannot be separated
from, what He was eternally with the Father.
We thus see in Him, the Son of God on high,
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One who has become Man—One who is all
the Father could desire, and with the Father
in the fullest intelligent response to Him.

Now *“the Spirit of his Son” has been
sent into our hearts that there may be with
us the intelligent response as seen in Him.
Of course we are only finite creatures, and
He is infinite, though a real Man. Still,
“the Spirit of his Son ” has been given to us
that we may, being loved as He is loved
(John xvii. 23), have, in measure, the holy re-
sponsive feelings toward the Father which
He had. This is beyond all human ken, and
almost too holy a subject to speak of, and
surely we can in the thought of it only bow
in adoration and praise ?

A son has feelings towards a father that
an adopted son could not have, If you had
an only son, you could not impart his feélings
and the response which flows from being in
the relationship, to a boy whom you might
adopt. Let us ponder over this divine fact,
that God has sent forth Hés Son. Then
because we are sons, He has sent forth the
Spirit of Hés Son into our hearts, crying,
Abba Father! The greatness of this should
impress us, and should impart real purpose
of heart, that we may experimentally know
more of this marvellous fact.

Our Lord in His deepest hour of trial,
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apart from the actual cross, was in the fullest
consciousness of His relationship with the
Father. It was then He said, “Abba
Father.” Now the Spirit of His Son has
been given to us (all who form the church)
that there may be the same holy response
from us—that we may intelligently respond
in uttering the same words, “ Abba Father.”
What holy liberty! What heavenly joy this
speaks to us of! May we know more of
what it is, in association, with the Son, to be
before the Father in adoration and worship.
* Ques. Is not sonship connected with in-
heritance ?

J. S. G. The shining forth of the sons is,
but here it is the position and sfate of sons
that we have with God.

Ques. Is it not a future thing ?

J. S. G. It is future in its full fruition, but
it is a present fact. Sows are in association
with the Son of God glorified, and children
are in association with Him where He has
been rejected. We are now children, and
we have the Spirit of God's Son in our
hearts. In the future it will involve our
being “conformed to the image of his Son.”
Our place as sons will be displayed in glory,
but it is a present divine reality, for it is the
place given to us now in association with
Him before the Father’s face.
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Rem. It is God’s purpose for us.

Ques. Is responsibility connected with
chiidren ? :

J. S. G. Not exactly. We are “born of
God,” and our present privilege is to live in
the consciousness of the Father’s love being
set upon us ; the same love which rested on
Christ as Man down here being bestowed on
us—the children, and the characteristics
which mark children of God will shine forth
—that is, righteousness and love. (1 John iii.
10, 14, 16.) Children are the divine genera-
tion, living in the Father's love, in the scene
of the Lord’s rejection, and this is entered
into in the power of the Spirit by faith.
(John i. 12, 13; 1 John iii. 14 ; Rom. viii. 14.)
Sons is association in life and nature with
the Son of God in the Father’s presence.

Rem. *“As sons before Thy face,” as one
of J. N. D.’s hymus has it.

J. S. G. That is the thought. It is our
present place with the Son where He is, in
the Father’s affections, though in its full
actuality we shall reach it when we are with
Him.

Rem. We are not in the full position
yet.

J.S. G. We are in the position of sons,
but not actually in ke place to which, as
sons, we belong. In Romans viii. 15 it is “a
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spirit of sonship, whereby we cry, Abba
Father.”

In Galatians it is position and state in
contrast to servants, and children under age :
“No more a servant,’but a son, having the
Spirit of his Son.” In Ephesians i. 5 we
have the full thought of sonship, and the
place to which such belongs in the heavenlies,
according to the good pleasure of His (the
Father’s) will. It is our privilege to enjoy
this in the assembly now (John xx. 20, 22),
if we do, we shall surely, in our own souls,
ever seek to maintain the blessed conscious-
ness of ‘it.

We may well each ask ourselves, Do we
really believe these divine facts?

Ques. Does not every child of God believe
them ?

J. S. G. To believe truly produces a result.
If we believed that this hall was on fire,should
we sit here very long quietly speaking to one
another, as we are? So, if we believe that
God has given us the position and state of
sons, this must produce exercise in desire to
taste and enjoy the reality of it, and the
Spirit is here to lead us into it. Has this
been the result with you and with me ?

Rem. We are a sleepy lot!

J. S. G. We often, through mercy, speak
of these things, but there is the danger, if
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we are not kept in nearness to the Lord, of
the greatness and the sweetness of them
passing away from us.

What a momentous fact—the Son, the
Creator of all things, has become a Man!
And men were privileged to hear Him—the
Son of God, freely addressing the Father.
What a privilege for man! With what holy
liberty the Son could speak to the Father.
Then how marvellous that the Spirit of His
Son is given to us that we, in our measure,
may be thus before the Father.

This was His own personal place as “ the
Son of God” in manhood; but it shews the
position which those who form the church
have by divine grace! Thus it is not merely
being sons, marvellous as that is, but all the
precious liberty and nearness wlhich flows
from having the Spirit of God’s Son. -

What a stupendous fact it is that one
divine Person—the Son become Man—
should privilege men to hear Him say to the
Father : “ Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am;
that they may behold my glory, which thou
hast given me: for thou lovedst me before
the foundation of the world.” Then again:
“ And hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me.” And again: “I have declared unto
them thy name, and will declare it: that the
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love wherewith thou hast loved me may be
in them, and I in them.” (John xvii. 24, 23, 26.)

Ques. How can we lay hold of its great-
ness?

J.S.G. 1t is brought before us in the
Son. Faith sees it, and the Spirit is within us
that we may appropriate—enterinto it livingly
in our souls. The heart is thus captivated by
the presentation of the Son, the face is then set
in the right direction, and the Spirit gradu-
ally leads the soul into the consciousness of
the wonderful place given us according to
efernal purpose! We all need our hearts
to be more captivated by His greatness and
the vastness of God’s purpose concerning
us, so that we may have more purpose of
heart to be here for His glory.

Ques. Does Satan hinder?

J. S. G. Directly we are brought to know
the Lord his effort is to hinder us from
entering into the purpose of God. Then he
always persists in seeking to catch us, so
that we may Jose the conscious enjoyment of
the best thing our souls have entered into.

Ques. What is the present gain of son-
ship ?

J.S. G. That we may know and enjoy
our place of privilege with the Son of God
in the presence of His God and Father.
This would fit us to take part in the wor-
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shipping company, and there would be the
response from us which the Father “seeks.”
If this were known experimentally, neither
the best things of this world, nor the best
things of earth would or could detain us.

QuEes. What characterises us if we do not
move forward ?

J.S. G. We are caught with the earth
like the two tribes and a half; or those in-
vited to the feast (Luke xiv. 18-20), and thus
the present possession and enjoyment of the
heavenly portion is lost.

Rem.  Satisfied with present things. This
does not unchristianise people, does it ?

J.S. G. The two and a half tribes still
belonged to Israel, but they did not have the
privilege of a portion over Jordan. This
is a great snare, let ws beware of it. The
Galatians had been brought to know God,
and had received the Spirit; but they were
in danger of returning, and in measure had
returned, not to idolatry, but to a more subtle
kind than that which they had been called
out of. An idol is anything which displaces
Christ in the hearts (1 John v. 21, Col. iii. 5)
of His people. Hence to take up Judaism
was to return to idolatry, for that system
had been set aside in the cross. How im-
portant for each of us to watch against the
first germs of idolatry and departure.
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Ques. Was their condition worse than
that of the Corinthians ?

J.S. G. One would judge so, from the
way the apostle speaks. Evil doctrine is
more dangerous than.immorality, for the
natural mind can discern and condemn the
latter, even when they themselves have been
caught by the former.

Ques. Why does the apostle use such
high truth as sonship to correct them ?

J. S. G. He puts before them what they
had not known—the best that God can bring
in,” to produce movement Godward, so that
the departure may be fully and unsparingly
judged. The apostle was very concerned
about them. He says, ‘I am afraid of you.”
He also said, “Am .1 become your enemy
because I tell you the truth?” And again,
“ My children, of whom I travail in birth
again until Christ be formed in you.” He
was deeply distressed on their account.
They had not injured him ;personally by
saying that he was not under the law of
Moses, though he was always under the law
of Christ—that is, he was ever subject to
God. He reminded them of their former
joy, and of how it was manifested. He also
desired to be present that he might clearly
place before them the two systems—law

and grace.
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Ques. What do you mean by the two
systems ?

J.S. G. The one—*the bond woman and
her son,” is characterised by flesh, law,
bondage and persecuting. The other—*the
‘free woman and her son,” is marked by
“promise,” sovereign mercy, freedom and
liberty. He appealed to those desirous of
being under “the law.” Did they listen to
its voice? Abraham had two sons, one of
the maid servant and one of the free woman.
(New Trans.) The source by whom the
sons came stand in marked contrast, for one
was a slave and the other was free.

In Genesis xxii. and xxiv. Isaac appears to
be a type of Christ, and in Genesis xxvi. a
type of the heavenly salnts, with Christ
formed in them.

In this scripture the two systems are con-
trasted, and it is shewn that Isaac—Christ
really—must have His place—be all in all—
in the house, and that Ishmael, and what he
represented, had no part with the children
of promise. Thus Christ would have His
place in the individual—* Christ liveth in
me” (Gal. ii. 20), and likewise collectively,
“Christ formed ‘in you.” (Gal. iv. 19.) The
lesson taught here goes much farther than
Romans vii. There Paul, based on what he
learned during the * three days,” shews that

M
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man in the flesh has no strength, that *the
law " only exposes his sinfulness, and weak-
ness, and entire helplessness under the power
of sin, though he is desirous of pleasing God.
The Galatians had received the Spirit, having
believed on Christ risen and glorified; and
then afterwards they brought in “the law”
to regulate the man removed from under God’s
eye in the cross, and displaced in them by
the indwelling Spirit. Thus Ishmael appears
to be typical of the reinstating and training
of the man that God has set aside in judg-
ment in the sacrifice of Christ, and who is
displaced in us, as stated above, by the power
of the Spirit given to us.

Rem. Ishmael—the religious man, had
the privilege of being where Isaac—Christ
—was ; but this only manifested clearly that
he could not appreciate Him.

J.S. G. Few indeed there are who re-
cognise that ke man has been displaced by
the Spirit, and we are all prone to forget it,
When that is the case, we seek to train,
correct, pull ourselves up and cut off what
is offensive, instead of sonoring that man
entirely, and living to God in the Spirit.
Thus we bring in Ishmael.

Rem. The man under training.

J. S. G. The nice, well-behaved man ap-
pears to be all right, until Christ receives
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His proper place in the house; then ftkat
man “mocks.” What a solemn lesson! The
best-cultivated trait of my nature, no matter
how long or carefully trained, only hates
Christ. This is because #af man must be
displaced n me. He must go, with all his
good and bad qualities, to make room for
Christ. Not one bit of what / am naturally
can remain, for Christ must be all in all
The scripture has said, *Cast out the bond
womari and her son: for the son of the bond
woman shall not be heir with the son of the
free woman.” [t is allegorical language, of
course. These are—as to interpretation—
the two covenants. The one, given at
Mount Sinai, when Israel had been delivered
out of bondage. Then, after they had com-
pletely broken down, having lost everything
on that ground, we read of a * new cévenant.”
(Jer. xxxi. 37, xxxil. 40, 42; Heb. viii. 8-13;
Luke xxii. 20.) God thus declared the terms
(in both cases) of the relationship between
Himself and His people. The great contrast
between them is, that in the first covenant
the nation of Israel would refain the blessing
if they were obedient; but in the second, or
“new covenait,” God forms the people
Himself, in mercy, so that their delight is to
do His will, and therefore they cannot miss
the blessing. In the first, God gave the
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blessing ; but the retaining of it depended
upon their faithfulness to the ferms of the
covenant. In the ‘“new covenant” God
writes His will in the heart and mind, and
then brings them into the blessing. Thus,
in the “first,” the fulfilment of the terms
depended partly on man; but in the other
everything depends on God Himself, and
thus He secures His people for Himself.
He forms His people according to Himself,
so that they can inherit the blessing. Oh,
what mercy and grace !

With the giving of the first covenant,
there was obscurity, darkness, and no real
liberty. Moses—that meek man—even said,
“1 exceedingly fear and quake.” (Heb. xii.
21.) This, we are told, answers to Jerusalem
in bondage with her children. This was but
too painfully evident, for they were not only
not in the possession and enjoyment of
God’s blessing, but they were slaves to the
Gentiles. The Jews, though God’s chosen
earthly people, then, and now, distinctly
shew the painful results of being the children
of the bond woman. They could not fulfil
the demand, and so they reap the solemn
results under the hand of God in govern-
ment.

The Jerusalem which is above is free, for
it is all of God. It is formed by divine
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handiwork. In sovereign mercy and grace
He wrought and formed His people, by the
work of the Spirit, according to Himself, so
that they might live in the enjoyment of all
He is in His nature (Pove) as revealed in
Christ,

Ques. What does ““ our mother ” in verse
26 (New Trans.), mean ?

J. S. G. Ishmael sets forth those under
the old covenant. He took character from
his mother, who was an Egyptian, and the
result was bondage, as seen in the earthly
Jerusalem. e belong to the heavenly
Jerusalem, which will be manifested, but is
now seen in the Son of God. The freedom
of that “city” is ours, and our character is
formed by knowing God, as revealed in the
Son, according to the intimacy that belongs
to the internal privileges of the holy city.
Thus we have'two thoughts: the children of
the free woman and the freedom of the city.

Ques. What is the thought of “born of
the free woman” 7

J. S. G. Christians are, through grace,
“elect according to the foreknowledge of
God,” and then begotten through sovereign
mercy. We owe our spiritual existence
entirely to God Himself! He comes in to
secure a people for Himself. “It is not of
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
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but of God who shews mercy!” (Rom. ix.
16.) Thus “all is of God and for God,” and
nothing is dependent on man.

Rem. How that excludes all boasting!

Ques. Is the great point “I will write”?

J.S. G. The old covenant shews how
good God was to His chosen nation (Deut.
vii. 6-8); but now, according to the new
covenant, God makes the terms subjectively
good in His people. Thus, in the “new”
covenant, we can see what God is in His
nature, and that all depends on His sovereign
mercy !

Rem. THe makes our hearts to delight in
His will !

J.S. G. He says, “I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people.” (Jer. xxxi. 33.) Thus, by
working in His people, He shews His great
love to them!

Ques. Is the result liberty ?

J. S. G. Perfect liberty. He forms the
man and places him in conditions suitable to
him, as begotten of God. He is free, and in
the freedom of the city.

Ques. The city is “above,” but who are
those of whom it is composed ?

J. S. G. It is now seen in the Son of God,
and in the future it will be composed of the
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saints who form *“the church.” (Rev. xxi. 2,
g, 11, 23, 27.) The church, as “ the city,” will
display to the universe what God is; it will
be the centre of rule and administration, and
those who form it will enjoy the intimacy in
nearness (distance having disappeared) to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The characteristics of * the city ” is
now found among the saints by the Spirit,
and hence we read, ‘“ Christ has set us free
in freedom.” (Gal. v. 1.) That is true of
the saints in the Spirit’s power.

Ques. Would the result be Christ formed
in us, and therefore Christ now expressed in
our lives ?

J.S. G. Yes; the Spirit, through Paul,
places before these Galatians that which, if
entered into and continued in, would brmg
them to what he had stated in chapter ii.
20, 21, “I am crucified with Christ, and no
longer live, I, but Christ lives in me; but in
that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.” (N.T.) Verse 27 is
an interesting quotation from Isaiah liv. 1.
The remnant of Judah will be brought to
repentance, also to see how perfectly the
One they had rejected has met their needs,
and that the pleasure of the Lord prospers
in His hand. Then as they look on the
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church they reckon that those who form 1t
were the children of Jerusalem in the time
of its desolation, and that it was more fruit-
ful than when it had a husband. They can
therefore say, “ Rejoice,” * Enlarge.” The
grace seen in the church will cause them
to break forth on the right hand and on the
left, and say, “ Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters,” &c.

Having shewn that Christians are the
children of the free woman, in contrast to the
bond woman, through the promise, in contrast
to “according to the flesh,” and free, in con-
trast to ““in bondage,” he says, “ But ye,
brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are
children of promise.” (N.T.) The child of
promise was the heir, the loved one of the
father, having full title to all the liberty of
the house.

The one born according to flesh persecutes
him who is according to the Spirit. All the
training in the house where Isaac was, where
love reigned, had not changed him; and
hence we get, “Cast out the maid servant
and her son; for the son of the maid servant
shall not inherit with the son of the free
woman.”

There is no place for the bond woman—
the old covenant of demand—and her chil-
dren in the system formed through sovereign
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mercy fulfilling God’s purpose. Grace, and
not law, characterise God’s dealings now.
All who belong to that order are givers,
contributors (rather than those who make
demands) in the power of divine love, and
the law of demand is excluded. *“So then,
brethren, we are not maid servant’s chil-
dren, but children of the free woman.”

Ques. How is that reached experiment-
ally ?

J. S. G. God has “found fault ” with the
old covenant, and set aside that whole
system, and we have to go with this i our
munds, by the power of the Spirit. Then as
Christ, the true Isaac, has His place in our
hearts, we prefer Him to ourselves. Itis a
great fest to ask, Do you prefer Christ to
yourself ? i

ReM. Some might say, All Christians do.

J.S. G. 1tis not what I say, but s it #ue
of me? How often we shew by, or in, our
lives that self is preferred to Christ.

Rem. It'comes closer home than we think.

Ques. Is casting out of Ishmael con-
tinual ?

J. S. G. It has to. be maintained. God
has removed that man, and by His Spirit
has displaced him in me. If, notwithstanding
that, I try to train him, I find it is of no use.
He has been ended at the cross, judicially,
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for God, and I can only be practically free of
him as I “walk in the Spirit,” in self-judg-
ment, so that /e is ignored. There must be
no place given to self in our affections, for
the whole heart belongs to Him and He
claims it.

Ques. Is that once for all ?

J.S. G. There is a moment which, in
mind, Christ has His true place in us, but
that has to be maintained by the Spirit.

Rem.  The question is; have we recognised
the casting out of Ishmael so that Christ 4as
His rightful place ?

J. S. G. No quarter must be given to self.
Neither is it any use to cultivate that kind of
man, who but “mocks” when Christ has His
place. We do need to “walk in the Spirit”
that Christ may be formed in us.

Ques. Is that owning Christ as Lorp ?

J.S. G. It is more. If we walk under
the Lord’s direction we shall be ‘walking
in the Spirit,” and then, as a result, Christ
will be formed in us.

It would appear as though some do not
desire Christ to be formed in them. They
read books and papers and go to different
places to link themselves with worldly asso-
ciations for temporal advantages that are
grieving to the Spirit and contrary to the
Lord's expressed will, who said, *Be ye
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separate,” and thus hinder the Spirit’s work
in forming Christ.

They may not be alive to the seriousness
of it, but I trust the Lord will deeply exer-
cise us all as to these things, and in regard
to Christ being formed in us, for His name’s
sake.

.ﬁh



No. V.
CHAPTER V.

J. S. G. This epistle clearly establishes
great elementary principles, but also leads
to deep and most precious things in the
divine storehouse. The death of Christ has
terminated the fallen man for God, and for
those brought to see with God, and the
Spirit displaces #4af man in them. Then the
blessing of Abraham is brought in for faith,
and is to be enjoyed in the Spirit now. Itis
not simply that we are relieved and brought
out from under the effects of the fall, but
our portion is to live now in the positive
blessing of God. Christ is the Centre, and
those who are linked with Him by the Spirit
can know the blessedness of a system charac-
terised by righleousness and life. * The Spirit
of his Son” has been given to us, that we
may know the blessed liberty and intimacy
with “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ,” seen in .the Son as Man. We are
“of the free woman,” and therefore we are
on the line of ‘‘promise,” which is the ex-
pression of “ purpose,” of the Spirit which
has displaced the flesh, with all the privi-
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leges flowing from having “the Spirit of
his Son.” Now, in this chapter, we read,
“Christ has set us free in freedom ; stand
fast therefore, and be not held again in a
yoke of bondage.” (New Trans.) Being of
the free woman, we are free, and the freedom
of the city is ours! What great results God
has, in His great goodness, brought to pass!
His thought for us is to be “free in free-
dom.”

Ques. How do you illustrate that?

J. S. G. God has brought His people into
surroundings which are congenial to them
through having the Holy Spirit of God.
God has now intervened in sovereign mercy.
He “forms" His own by writing Christ on
the affections; hence His laws, principles—
the expression of His mind—are in their
hearts and minds, and they know God-re-
vealed in absolute goodness. They have
been formed within in desires, tastes and
aspirations according to God, and therefore
they can only be really happy in the con-
genial atmosphere of the “city.” Its atmos-
phere is holy and heavenly, and those who
are free find their joy and pleasure in this
freedom, glorying in' God, who is the Source
of all. Hatred and demand are unknown,
but the law of love and heavenly grace rules
there.



{74 NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS.

Ques. Do you think the Galatians entered
into it ?

J. S. G. Like us, 1 fear, they were very
dull and slow, and indisposed to go forward,
through not walking in the Spirit. They
evidently knew a little of the joy which
flows from tasting it, but had fallen short and
bad not gone forward. Paul recalls to their
minds ‘‘ the blessedness they spoke of ” (chap.
iv. 15), and places before them that which
would attract them to Christ, that, by the
work of the Spirit, Christ might be “ formed”
in them.

Rem. It says they “did run well "—made
a good start.

J. S. G. Through receiving the Spirit,
they so tasted the blessing that they were
ready to have plucked out their own eyes—
the most precious thing they had—and given
them to those who had been used to minister
such blessing to them.

Rem. An illustration came to my mind.
A slave might escape from slavery, but if in
the country where slavery was permitted, he
could not be in freedom. As free, we need
to be in a sphere of freedom.

J.S. G. It is a great thing to be free-
born. To know that our existence and
blessing is through sovereign mercy. God,
in electing love, chose us in Christ before
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the world began, and in time He called us,
and has written Christ on our hearts. Isaac
was the promised seed. There was no effort
to obtain Isaac. He came through the
sovereign intervention of God in mercy,
when humanly speaking there was no hope,
for both parents were as good as dead, being
past age. Ishmael, on the other hand, was
obtained by effort, and the greatest sorrow
of Abraham’s life flowed from it. They
would anticipate the Lord, and possess the
promise in the flesh, if it were possible, and
this effort was not of faith, but in unbelief.
Thus they would have lost the promise that
they sought to hasten, for only the seed
could inherit it, and therefore Ishmael must
be ‘“cast out.” He cannot have any share
with Isaac. The flesh, though well trained,
cannot inherit the blessing, for it is incapable
of appreciating the One who is the Centre of
all for God.

Ques. In what way can we live in the city
now—"* Jerusalem which is from above " ?

J. S. G. There is no temple—no distance
there. There is no artificial light, for God s
Sully revealed. ‘‘The Lamb is the lamp of
it.” God is fully made known in His nature!
The cities on earth are all polluted and dens
of iniquity, but in this city love prevails,
and holiness characterises it; and all is
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according to God. Thus the whole atmos-
phere is suitable to those who have been
made ¢ partakers of the divine nature.”
This means perfect liberty and freedom.
The tastes of those who compose the city
are all formed by the work of the Spirit
through the revelation of God in Christ, and
they live in the light of God revealed in
holiness and love, which is in perfect accord
with the tastes and aspirations of those
formed by the Spirit. Thus they are ‘free
in freedom.” Then each there has “the
Spirit of his Son,” so that the full enjoyment
of relationship with the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, in association with
the Son, is known. The saints as formed of
God are “holy and without blame before
him in love,” and enjoy the place of rela-
tionship and affection which He purposed
for His own delight. This should clearly
be known and enjoyed now by the Spirit in
the assembly. i

ReM. And then the effects would be ex-
pressed in a moral character according to
God.

J. S. G. The enjoyment of Him in His
own circle forms us, so that He lives in us,
and then shines forth in our lives. (Col. il
12, 13; iil. 10-16.) In this chapter we have,
first, “stand fast,” because being free in
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freedom is the divine thought for us, that
individually we may be consistent with the
privileges enjoyed in the freedom in which
divine grace has set us. Then, later on, we
have “ walking in the Spirit,” that the man
set aside at the cross may be practically dis-
placed in us, and that the fruit of the Spirit
may be evidenced in our lives. Then we
shall find our joy, not in looking for love,
but “ 4y love serving one another.”

Ques. When the apostle says, “Be ye
not entangledaga in in the yoke of bondage,”
does he refer to Judaism or to idolatry ?

J. S. G. They had been Gentile idolaters,
and for them to take up Judaism was to
return to idolatry, for Judaism had been set
aside in the cross. They had been, like the
Thessalonians, “turned to God from idols,”
but were in danger now of a more subtle form
of idolatry. He had therefore said he was
afraid of them, and he shewed there could
be no mingling of the two systems. A man
who had been a Jew might have conscientious
difficulties, and would have to be borne with ;
but for Gentiles to take up Judaism was to
return to idolatry.

Rem. John says, “Keep yourselves from
idols.” (1 John v. 21.)

J.S. G. Yes, and 1 Corinthians x. is a
solemn warning to us.

N
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Ques. Isthat true of professing Christians
to-day ?

J.S. G. The important question is, Are
we clear of it ?

QuEes. How could it be true of us?

J. S. G. If Christ does not fill our hearts,
something else will, and that something
which displaces Christ is the idol. Idolatry
is that which hinders God from having His
rightful place. So to be af home in this
world, where Christ hag died, is idolatry.
When Moses was absent on the mount they
‘“gat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.” In that way they shewed their in-
difference as to * what had become of him,”
and that is the kind of idolatry which we
are specially warned against.

When the people had returned from
Babylon they never worshipped idols made -
of wood or stone, but a more specious form
of idolatry came in. God was displaced by
spiritual pride, and their additions to His
commands nullified divine thoughts (Matt.
xv. 6), and thus there was a kind of man, or
hero-worship, which is more fully developed
in our day. Religious pride always leads
to honouring man instead of God, and this
leads to the worshipping of man.

-Ques. Would you say indifference to
Christ is idolatry ?
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J.S. G. It is clear, if Christ does not
command my affections, something else dis-
places Him. It may be self, money, pleasure,
or some trifling thing; but if it has His
place in my heart, it is idolatry. The only
way of salvation from it is to walk in the
Spirit, so that Christ may be formed in us.

It is a marvellous place of liberty that
belongs to us. All the blessed effects of
‘having “the Spirit of his Son” marks that
“city.” What a happy thing it is to be
under His influence and control—the sway
of the One who loved us even to death,
that He might bring us into such wealth
of nearness to Himself and to His Father!

Ques. How can I be maintained under
His influence ? X

J. S. G. First, like blind Bartimeeus, our
eyes are opened to see “the Son of God,”
and we receive the Spirit. Then, as we
walk under the Lord’s guidance in the
power of the Spirit, we are maintained
under His influence.

In the second part of this chapter we
have therefore teaching in regard to walking
in the Spirit. The details of life can be
taken up under the Lord, and thus we can
gain what will be of value to us hereafter
through being with God in life’s pathway.

Rem. We are privileged to have the Lord



180 NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS.

before us in everything that we are en-
gaged in.

J. S. G. The true wife has her husband
in her heart, and therefore he comes into all
the details of her life. If Christ has His
paramount place in our hearts, the Spirit
forms Him in us, so that we partake of what
He is morally. Then it is our privilege to
do everything in His name,; that is, every
word and act would be coloured by what
He is. .

Rem. We are either in subjection to the
Lord, or we are walking in lawlessness.

Rem. "Having the Spirit, we can be main-
tained in subjection to the Lord.

J. S. G. In Romans v. we have what God
is for man, and in chapter viii. the Spirit is
in us, that there may be the response that
God desires from us. The enemy is always
seeking to get us entangled either in loose
associations—perhaps under the plea of
charity, which is really lawlessness, or else
in legality, so that we are on the line of
demand.

Ques. Is the “yoke” in this chapter “the
law”?

J.S. G. In the New Translation it is “a
yoke.” They were being entangled by the
law through these false teachers. We must
remember that the great thing for wus is the
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principle of law and its application. We all
know we are not under * the law "—the ten
commandments ; but are we free of the prin-
ciple and its application of demand ? This is
so natural to us and it is only by walking in
the Spirit in the enjoyment of what God is
that we are delivered from the principle of
the law. Let us see that we are walking
in liberty and not held by any ‘yoke of
bondage.”

To be “circumcised ” was to recognise the
man God had removed at the cross, and had
displaced by the presence of the Holy Spirit.
This would put the person on the ground of
responsibility, and make him a debtor to the
whole law, and deprive him of all profit from
Christ, for he would stand before God on
the ground of what he was in the flesh.
Thus the person would fall from grace,” be
robbed of Christ, and lose all the blessing of
which He is the centre. Let us take warn-
ing and see that we are not commencing to
travel that road.

Christian standing is in all that God s for
all mankind as revealed in Christ. It is
through sovereign mercy in the grace of
God. Law and grace cannot go together,
for they are principles which stand in direet
opposition one to the other. The demand
on man was given by Moses, but now al/
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that God s for sinful man, who has departed
from Him, is revealed in Christ. The result
is, God will have H7s place, and every crea-
ture his place. Grace does not make light of
evil, but makes provision in mercy to meet
it righteously. Grace does not for a moment
tolerate sin, but »emoves it in such a marvel-
lous manner that divine love is expressed in
the act. Under law there was demand, but
no power to meet the demand. Grace meets
the need according to what-God is, and wins
the heart of man drawn through mercy.
Then Christ being before the soul, the whole
power of ‘God is present by the Spirit so
that we may live in Christ.

Ques. What is the force of verse 57

J.S. G. I thought it was that we await the
great climax, or consummation, which will
be brought in by the “ appearing ” of Christ.
Our hope is not bound up with man in the
flesh and his scene, but with Christ, and an
entirely new order of things, founded on a
righteous basis laid in the cross. In that
condition of things, neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision, or anything which is of the
man removed in the sacrifice of Christ by
the mercy of God avails, but what does avail,
is faith working by love.

Rem. Our whole life, then, is in view of
God’'s world.
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J. S. G. May the Lord grant that it may
be so with each one of us until we see Him.
The Galatians had run well for a time, but
had been stopped in their “obeying the
truth.” This was not of God, who had called
them. A little evil working soon permeates
the whole. ‘Leaven” is evil in activity.

Ques. Is it by self-judgment that we are
saved from it?

J.S. G. We carry sin about with us,
though we do not recognise it as part of
ourselves, but as an enemy ; and it is only
through grace, by walking on the principle
of self-judgment in the power of the Spirit,
that we are saved from it mastering us.

The apostle had confidence as to these
Galatians s the Lord. Looking to Him,
and remembering how He #kad ‘wrought
in them, gave him “ confidence.” To loek
at them was to see persons commencing to
travel a road which would lead to apostasy.
The Lord will always hold His own, but these
warnings are given to hinder us from sfar¢-
ing on a road which His love would lead Him
to hinder us from travelling, and the end of
which He will never allow His own to reach.
Still it is for us to seé that we do not go that
way, but stand fast in the liberty and free-
dom in which grace has set us.

If the apostle preached circumcision, if he
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recognised that man had a standing here in
the flesh, why did he suffer persecution?
To give a standing to the man that God has
removed in judgment, is to do away with the
reproach of the cross. True circumcision is
that we are cuf off in the circumcision of
Christ. (Col. ii. 11.) The apostle said, “I
would that they [the false teachers] would
even cut themselves off who throw you into
confusion.” (New Trans.) They preached
circumcision—cutting off—but, if they had
only known what it was to apply it fully to
themselves, all difficulty would have ceased.
Those to whom he wrote had been * called
unto liberty,” but it was not to be used for
opportunity to the flesh, but by Jove to serve
each other. Thus the law would be fulfilled ;
but to “bite and devour one another’—the
real outcome of a legal spirit—was to put
themselves in danger of “ being consumed
one of another.”

Thus we see law brought in to train man
is of no real help, but it is a great hindrance
to true spirituality. It is only by grace sin
can be overcome, and then through the en-
joyment of the love of Christ, we can “in
love serve one another.”

QuEes. Should we not always be set for
the spiritual gain of others?

J. S. G. Thatis our privilege. His com-
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mand to us is, that we “love one another.”
And love always delights to serve the object
loved. Selfishness leads to self-occupation,
to expecting from others, and therefore to
disappointment. It looks to be served, but
love leads us to serve, without being occupied
with the service.

On account of the state of the Corinthians,
he says, “ Covet earnestly the best gifts,” but
still there is what is ‘ more excellent.” The
love which serves others, with self entirely
forgotten, is that set forth in Christ. Thus
in the power of the Spirit we are privileged
to serve one another, for divine love alone
can regulate things according to God, and
this is the highest kind of service that can
be rendered.

Rem. There would be no effort in such
service ! .

J.S. G. No ostentation or self-impor-
tance, but in lowly grace each would be set
for the the good of others through thinking
of all dear to the heart of Christ in forget-
fulness of self. The service does not engross
the one who truly serves thus; Ch#ist and
His saints, because they are His are before
him ; and he quietly goes on serving, being
sustained through enjoying Christ in his
own soul. If his service is acceptable, it
does not elate him, for the power by which
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it is rendered is of God; and if not accepted,
he will still go quietly on serving the One
who sent him. .

Ques. Does “serving one another” in-
volve a special gift? Is it not, rather, the
spontaneous activity of the Spirit towards
one another ?

J. S. G. Special ‘“gifts ” are given to cer-
tain individuals, but @// should serve each
other. In a hive of bees each bee serves
the whole colony. This illugtrates our privi-
lege, for we should never, in mind, separate
oursélves from the whole church.

Ques. Is this service illustrated in John
xiii. ?

J.S.G. Yes. In verse 16 of our chapter
the apostle says, ‘“ This I say then, Walk in
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the desires
of the flesh.” If a person lives, it is “in the
Spirit,” and therefore we should “walk in
the Spirit.” Thus only can we escape from
fulfilling the desires of the flesh. God has
made us to live in the Spirit, and now we
have to walk in the Spirit. We are not, ac-
cording to scripture, said to have life before we
receive the Spirit, though we have spiritual
existence by being “born anew.” Then,
when we have received the Spirit, the Spirit
in us is life, that we may do the will
of God, which, for us, is righteousness.
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Having the Spirit as life, the great question
is—Are we walking *in the Spirit " ?

Ques. Is that being controlled by the
Spirit in everything ?

J.S. G. We live by the Spirit in the
enjoyment of God’s love, and thus new
motives are formed; and the new motives
should influence every movement; thus
our walk would be regulated by the Spirit;
for it is only through having the Spirit that
we can escape from lawlessness. The motive
and power to be with and for God lies in
having the Spirit; and though we perhaps
may do the same things that we did prior to
knowing God, yet they can now be done in
the name of the Lord, and to the glory of
God. .

Rem. We can thus, even as servants to
an earthly Master, serve the Lord Christ:

J. S. G. The Spirit works in us, and de-
sires, according to God, are produced, and
then He is the power by which we do those
things which are pleasing to God. An
exercised soul, without the Spirit, must be
in unhappy bondage, for it is only by the
Spirit we can be, or can do, in any measure,
that which we desire through being “ born
anew.”

Ques. s walking in the Spirit submitting
to His control ?
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J. S. G. Isit not a little more than that?
We are in subjection to the Lord and then,
as there is desire to move and fulfil His will,
the Spirit is the power for it. We normally
live under the influence ‘of Christ, but are
directed by the Lord, and the Spirit is the
power by which we move with God. We
stand in the grace of God, delighting in
Christ, and walk in the Spirit. A man may
be so busy as not even able to think of the
Lord, yet having the Spirit, others can see
Christ manifested in him. If in subjection
to the Lord by the Spirit, I am controlled so
that which 1s inconsistent with the name of
the Lord is not manifested. ~We desire
to act rightly and the Spirit is given that
we may do so.

Ques. Is “Walk in the Spirit” an ex-
hortation ?

J.S.G. It is a direction rather. God
having given us the Spirit, the flesh is not to
be the source or spring of movement, but the
Spirit.

Rem. Moving on that line ?

J. S. G. The Galatians had been turned
aside. Through moving in the flesh, they
were apparently biting and devouring one
another. The law is powerless to correct
the flesh, for it is incorrigibly bad. There-
fore the apostle says, “ Walk [move] in
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the Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the desires
of the flesh.”

Rem. The Spirit would not be the power
to do that.

J. S. G. No, He is power in us to enable
us to accomplish God's will. He has not
only wrought desires and new motives, but
He is the power by which we can be main-
tained with God in the secret of our souls
when occupied with the things of this life.
We have a greater power in us than sinful
flesh, and therefore there is no need to serve
“the law of sin.”

Ques. If a Christian walks in the flesh,
what is the result ?

J.S. G. He is not with the Lord in his
own soul and is in danger of getting far
away from God, * piercing himself through
with many sorrows.” The Spirit brings -in
new motives, and the motive gives value to
the act. We have to learn to walk in the
Spirit, like young birds learn to fly. If there
is the consciousness of our own weakness
and we have the desire to please the Lord,
then the Spirit is the power for its accom-
plishment.

We have to learn that there is no strength
even to do His will in ourselves, and thus
realise how dependent we are upon the One
who is the support of His people, and then
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we prove the Spirit’s power, enabling us to
rise above the desires of the flesh, even as
the young birds with their wings rise above
the earth.

Ques. Have all Christians these spiritual
desires ?

J. S. G. If there is a work of God in their
souls there must be movement Godward, for
those indwelt by the Spirit have a new
moral being. Thus they have tastes, de-
sires, and aspirations according to God, and
the Spirit is the source of vitality, life and
power by which they are carried into effect.
Still it is possible to take spiritual poison
and therefore to be spiritually unhealthy
and sick. Look at the literature many read,
and then they tell you they do not enjoy the
Bible readings. Of course they cannot, for
spiritual discernment, taste and appreciation
for divine things are checked, and such per-
sons are morally and spiritually seriously ill,
and yet may be in ignorance of the fact. We
have, through grace, the Spirit, but must
ever remember He is the Holy Spirit of
God, and we must be careful where we go,
what we do, and what literary food we eat.

Many who apparently have tasted the
grace of God do not appear to be even
sufficiently exercised to be in the unhappy
state of Romans vil.
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If we desire to please God, we shall soon
learn that we have no strength in ourselves,
What a day this is for people to complain!
Now a Christian should be in marked con~
trast to this. He should be happy and
contented, finding his “joy in God.” If
naturally of a discontented mind, he should,
in the power of grace, rise above it. Thus,
through walking in the Spirit, he proves the
strength of the Lord and triumphs over
what he is in the flesh. “ Murmuring and
complaining ” is a disgrace to a Christian or
a christian family; for “giving of thanks"”
should mark us.

Rem. Not only “giving thanks in all
things” (1 Thess. v. 18), but also “For all
things.” (Eph. v. 20.)

J.S. G. We are all tested in ‘this way.
We see how little the flesh has been practi-
cally displaced, and we often find that we
are not under the influence of Christ. Then,
through not walking in the Spirit, the for-
mation of Christin us is hindered, and there-
fore we are spiritually very weak.

Rem. Our wills are often active.

J. S. G. What provision God has made
for us! In the cross$ the sinful man is ended
and set aside in us by the Spirit. While
here on earth it will ever be true that there
are these two opposing principles; yet there
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is no need for us to be controlled by the
flesh, for we have a greater power in the
Spirit given to us. So if we walk in the
Spirit, the apostle says, “Ye shall no way
fulfil flesh’s lust.” (New Trans.)

Ques. What s it to “walk in the
Spirit " ?

J. S. G, Naturally, our movements are
according to our own tastes, desires and
aspirations, and as our whole moral being
is, corrupted by sin, so,there can be no
movement that is pleasing or acceptable to
God. We read, ‘“they that are in the flesh
cannot please God.” The Spirit of God
works in me, so that I have tastes, desires
and aspirations according to God ; and if by
the Spirit my soul is kept in touch with God,
I can move with God according to the
desires formed in me by the Spirit. I may
have to do the same things that I did before
I Enew God, but I do them with a different
motive, and the value of an act lies in the
motive. The Christian has motives accord-
ing to God, but these are produced by the
Spirit through the soul being kept with
God. -

Rem. Then we should be preserved ready
for the service of God when gathered to-
gether.

J. S. G. Decidedly. For our movements
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to be directed by our natural sinful desires
unfits us to take part in the holy things of
God. How could a person who lives to make
money during six days of the week be ready
to enjoy the christian privileges connected
with coming together? If he is kept with
God in his soul by the Spirit, his walk, or
movements, are in the power of the Spirit,
and he is pleasing God and gathering up for
the gain of his own soul

Ques. Must we not begin at home ?

J.S. G. The divine principle is to walk in
the light of the assembly. It is only through
the revelation of God and from the position
of Christ and the assembly that we can learn
the full mind of God regarding our natural
relationships. Then all the grace known in
the assembly forms us, and according to the
measure that this is entered into in the soul it
is expressed among men. This is the order in
the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians,
but in that to the Corinthians, where they
had got away from God in their souls, the
principle of separation in chapters i.—x. comes
before the privilege of coming together in
chapter xi.

Rem. The world would then see that we
had something they had not; for they would
see a satisfied people without knowing the
secret of their satisfaction.

0
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J.S. G. If thus with God, we should be
expressive of God as One who /loves and
gives. This would be the true light shining.

Ques. Is the flesh opposed to the Spirit a
general principle ?

J. S. G. They are two antagonistic prin-
ciples, between which there never can be
peace. “The flesh lusts against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these
things are opposed one to the other, that ye
should not do the things ye desire.” (New
Trans.) The Spirit is a power superior to
the flesh, so that we should not do that which
naturally we desire.

Still, though these principles are antago-
nistic, they should not be always in active
warfare in me. Proper christian experience
is in subjection to the Lord and walking in the
Spirit, and then the Spirit is free to fill the
soul with Christ, and to shew us ‘ things to
come.” In the Epistle to the Philippians,
where we have true christian experience,
sin is not mentioned, and *“flesh” is only
alluded to as that which Paul had “no con-
fidence " in; and “flesh” there is connected
with that of which many would, even now,
notwithstanding all the light of Christianity,
boast in, but which Paul forgot. We, alas!
it is to be feared, know practically but little of
this experience.
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Ques. Have we not to war against the
flesh, like Israel against Amalek ?

J.S. G. But Amalek is hardly a type of
the flesh. Amalek, we are told (see Exo.
xvil. 16, margin), put his hand to the throne
of Jehovah. This Satan has done: he dis
puted the government of Jehovah over His -
own people. Therefore the Lord has war
with Amalek—Satan—until his name is
blotted out from under heaven. God is not
warring with the flesh. He has “ condemned
sin in the flesh.” That kind of man has
been set aside at the cross and DISPLACED %
us by the Spirit. God has made us to live
in the Spirit, and therefore we should walk
in the Spirit, ignoring the flesh. The war
with Amalek—Satan—will go on until he is
cast into “the lake of fire.”

Ques. Does Satan, as Amalek, work
through the flesh ?

J. S. G. It was when Israel had murmured
concerning the lack of water that Amalek
came out and fought against Israel. To walk
in the flesh, to desire according to the flesh,
is to open the door for Satan to attack us.

Ques. Do we learn the corruptness of
the flesh by walking in the Spirit ?

J.S. G. As we walk in the Spirit, we see
the dreadful character of the flesh, for it
would lead us to refuse all the good things
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a God of perfect love has provided for us.
Then as we are in subjection to the Lord,
under the influence of #e¢ one Man, moving
in the Spirit, we are led into the present ap-
preciation and enjoyment of God’s purpose.

Ques. We do not need to learn what the
flesh is through coming under it, do we ?

J. S. G. No; but I am afraid we do learn
a great deal in that painful way, but it is to
our disgrace. There are two ways of learn-
ing what sin and the flesh are—one is from
the cross through walking with God in the
power of the Spirit, but the other is by bitter
personal experience. We are privileged to
walk in the Spirit to be led forward in
triumph by the Spirit, and then we are not
under the law of demand, but living by the
enjoyment of God's love. The works of the
flesh are a marked contrast to the “fruit” of
the Spirit. Those who are characterised by
the former will “not inherit the kingdom of
God.” How could they ? There is the ab-
sence of the knowledge of a holy Godq, for if
He had been known, it would have led to
self-judgment.

Through the presence of the Spirit, there
is fruit maintained under God’s eye. What
an honour is conferred upon us! We can be,
through mercy, by the power of the Spirit,
displaying under God’s eye that which
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delights God’s heart—the moral traits of
His own beloved Son!

If we walk in the Spirit and are led for-
ward by the Spirit, this * fruit” will be in-
creasingly shining in its lustrous beauty
under God’seye. Active service in ministry
is not brought in here, but the koly character
of Christians. May we all, through grace,
be more marked by “love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meek-
ness, and self-control,” for no law could con-
demn such, and thus we should be more to
His praise while here on earth.

May this be so with us all, for His name’s
sake.



No. VI

CHAPTER VI

J. S. G. The thought of liberty is pro-
minent in this epistle. They had been called
into liberty, but by misdirected zeal had been
drawn into bondage. To be expecting from
man, to be in our own souls on the line of
demand, always brings bondage. We must
live in the sunshine and enjoyment of what
God is, dnd being maintained with Him
in our souls in the power of the Spirit,
then we enjoy christian liberty, and He—as
a giwing God—is in measure expressed in

-and by us. The epistle reaches that which
is most precious when it speaks of *the
Spirit of his Son” being given to us. The
Spirit of Christ is that of the anointed Man,
but “the Spirit of his Son” is, in thought,
far beyond that, though it is the same
Person. The Son became man, but how
totally different to all other men! Not only
was there the absence of what is not according
to God, but there was in Him every spiritual
and moral trait that even God Himself could
desire in man. He also fully revealed all that
the Father was, and He was everything that
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the Father could wish. This unique One,
with whom none can be compared, was His
Sox. What holy affections and joys must
be bound up with the thought of His Son!
The Spirit of #4at Person, *the Spirit of his
Son,” is given to us, that we may know the
holy liberty of relationship in association
with Him, which is seen in the adorable
Person of His Son. What marvellous liberty
for us is involved in the Son making us free.
You remember the Lord said, “If the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.” (John viii. 36.) The “city”
(Rev. xxi. 9—27) internally is characterised
by this holy liberty; and those who form
“the church” are privileged now to know
its blessedness, for they Zave the Spirit of
God’s Son.

All that the Son was in the glory ef His
Person gave character to Him as Man. On
earth it was that He said,  Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down my
life, that 1 might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again.” Then imme-
diately He adds, *“ This commandment have
I received of my Father.” (John x. 17, 18.)
Precious Saviour! everywhere alike perfect
inwardly and outwardly; in thought, word
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and deed, absolute perfection. May our
eyes be opened to see more what Thou art,
so that our souls may be captivated with
Thy moral beauty and perfection, and cur
hearts closed to all but Thee and what is of
Thee, that we may live only to love and
serve Thee better.

The Son who had become Man was * His
Son.” The oneness of affection is most
beautifully seen when the Lord speaks to
the Father. (John xvii.) What a holy privi-
lege for us to be allowed even to read the
words He used when addressing the Father.
Surely itis beyond all human comprehension;
but it is a divine fact that “ the Spirit of his
Son " has been given to wus.

The apostle speaks of the fact, but the
immense privileges involved in it are not
opened up in this epistle. He seeks to
awaken their spiritual aspirations, and then
to meet the particular need of their souls.
The two systems, law and grace, the one
being earthly and the other heavenly, cannot
be mingled together. He therefore calls
upon them to “stand fast ” in the holy free-
dom which belongs to the *free born,” and
then to “walk in the Spirit,” that they may
bear fruit for God.

Ques. Is “fruit” always for God ?

J.S.G. 1 think so. It is an immense
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thing that fallen creatures as we were are
now taken up by grace, and that we can bear
fruit to the glory of God. Next to worship,
this appears to be the greatest privilege for
a Christian. Many are absorbed in the
thought of service, but fruit-bearing is, 1
think, a far greater thought. If we are bear-
ing fruit for God’s pleasure, we shall be
effective in bearing testimony. (John xv.)

Ques. What do you understand by
“Afruit”?

J. S. G. The moral perfections and graces
of Christ were natural to Him, because of
what He was; but wi#% us they are the fruit
of having the Spirit, and of Christ being
formed in us. We might perhaps say, that
it is the characteristics of the divine nature
seen in the Man, Christ Jesus. What
immense privileges are placed before us!
We are taken, up in mercy, and through
having the Spirit, we can be used for the dis-
play of that which Christ was. These moral
traits shone in absolute perfection under the
eye of God when Christ was on earth ; these
characteristics were what Christ absolutely
was, but with us they can only be expressed
according to the measure in which Christ is
formed in us by the Spirit, and this is fruit.
May there be more of it to His praise!

Ques. How do you understand verse 24 7?
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J.S.G. The New Translation reads,
“They who are of the Christ,” &c. If we
have been made to live to God by the Spirit,
we have a new moral being, with tastes and
desires according to God. Thus we are of
Christ, and those who are of Him have i»
their minds crucified—terminated, the flesh,
with its passions and lusts.

Ques. We are thus new beings morally
through having the Spirit, I suppose ?

J. S. G. Yes, the Spirit is a Aoly Spirit,
giving us tastes and desires according to
God.  He is the Spirit of the anointed Man.
He is life—a source of movement, so that
new motives become entwined in our
thoughts, impulses and acts. Thus Christ
is #n us, and we are of Him. The germ, so
to speak, is in each one who has the Spirit
of God, and as this is developed Christ is
formed in us. All that we were remains
unchanged, but as Christ is formed in us,
what we were is less and less seen, and
gradually disappears from view. What we
once were we still carry about, and it is ever
seeking to intrude in a more subtle way.
So it always remains true that “in me (that
is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing”;
but, thank God, we are now of Christ, and
can now think of ourselves as of Him.

For Christ to be formed in us we must



NOTES OF READINGS ON GALATIANS. 203

walk in the Spirit. God having made us to
live by the Spirit, he says, * If we live by the
Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit.”

Ques. Will that save us from what we
have in chapter v. 26 ?

J.S. G, It will. We shall neither be
“vain-glorious,” nor “provoking,” nor “en-
vying” one another, unless it is to be to
“ provoke unto love and good works.” To
move in the Spirit is to manifest Christ,
and thus to stimulate one another on the
same road.

Rem. It is very practical and makes great
claims on us.

J. S. G. But we have the whole power of
God by the Spirit to enable us to fulﬁl our
obligations.

Rem. Nature could not do it.

J. S. G. Naturally we could not, but” we
can by walking-in the Spirit. It is an
amazing fact that the Spirit of God dwells
in us! Therefore every command in scrip-
ture to a Christian is an encouragement, for
it only states the road he desires to travel,
and the one he has the power to move for-
ward upon. If I were walking from a dis-
tance to Brisbane, every sign-post baving
on it “ To Brisbane” would encourage me,
for each such sign would confirm me on the
road towards the desired end.
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QuEes. What is the thought of a * spiritual ”
person ?

J. S. G. One who, through walking in the
Spirit, has a character of that nature formed
by Christ living in° him. What he is,
naturally, has in measure disappeared, and
through walking with God in subjection to
the Lord, his thoughts and whole deport-
ment and life mark him as formed by the
Spirit of God : consequently he 4s “ spiritual.”
We are not spiritual through thinking we
are, but through a formative work carried
oh by the Spirit. A really spiritual person
does not think he is so, but is occupied with
God and His interests; and others take
account of him as spiritual by what he is.
Spiritual persons are not characterised by
finding fault, but by seeking to restore one
caught in a fault.

Ques. Is it that the one who catches him
in the fault should be spiritual enough to
restore him ?

J. S. G. If one brother caught another in
a trespass, I hardly think it would be right
for him to assume the responsibility of it
himself. He would tell two or three others,
and then if it was a thing which had not to
come before the assembly, no more would be
heard of it. The spiritual are characterised
by being able to “restore.” It appears to
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me to be here a kind of challenge. The
Galatians thought they were spiritual, but
they were really * biting and devouring one
another,” and the apostle says, “Ye who
are spiritual restore such a one in a
spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest
thou also be tempted.”

Ques. Is it a person overtaken with a
fault ? -

J. S. G. It does not speak of a person
being overtaken with a fault, but a person
being taken or caught 7% a fault. That idea
which we often hear, when even there is
positive gin, of “Oh, poor fellow, it is his
weakness,” is simply excusing sin. Nothing
wrong must be excused ; but a person can be
“ restored.”

Ques. What is meant here by'a “fault”?

J.S. G. Something wrong, but which
does not call for, excision, or * putting away
from among yourselves.”

Ques. Why does it say, “ye who are
spiritual” ?

J.S.G. Only *“spiritual” persons are
suited to do it. It was, I think, a challenge
to them. If a man be caught in a fault
the spiritual could “restore” him. Then it
would be done in a “spirit of meekness,”
not as being superior, but considering that,
at any moment, one may be tried and fall,
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unless preserved through mercy and grace.
Spiritual persons are marked by serving
others quietly in love, and by restoring the
erring. We need to grow, that we should be
thus marked.

Ques. Is it John xiii. ?

J. 5. G. In Galatians it is resforing, but
in John it is more reviving, or invigorating.

Rem. It tests a person’s spirituality !

Ques. What is the thought of being
overtaken ? .

J. S. G. Itis not that the fault overtakes
him, but %e is overtaken, caught, taken in a
fault. Then we are privileged to * bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ.” If they desired a law, here was one
for them. He was, and is, the great burden-
bearer, and we are to follow on that line.

Rem. The “spiritual ” were to “ consider ”
themselves.

J. S. G. We must ever be kept conscious
of our own weakness.

Ques. If we consider ourselves strong
on any point, is that not where we are likely
to fail ?

J. S. G. Surely, for that would be self-
confidence. If we consider ourselves * some-
thing,” when, in reality, we are *nothing,”
we deceive ourselves. We must prove our
own work and then there may be something
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to boast in, instead of boasting of that which
another has been used to accomplish. The
false teachers evidently boasted a great deal,
but it was Paul who had been used to open
men's eyes in Galatia. In connection with
service, each one would ‘bear his own
burden,” because each is directly responsible
to his own Master.

Ques. How do you look at verse 6 of
our chapter?

J. S. G. Those taught, or being instructed
in the word, have the privilege of sharing,
with those who are #sed to teach, in all good
things, and those sent of God, to care for
others, care for their spiritual gain and pro-
gress; and those who recerve the teaching,
can share the needful things of this life with
them. )

We have now a solemn word in ¢onnec-
tion with the government of God. Though
“called with a heavenly calling,” yet being
on earth the government of God applies to
us. We should not be “deceived,” God is
not mocked. ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also 7eap. For he that sows to
his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the
flesh ; but he that sows to the Spirit, from
the Spirit shall he reap life everlasting”
(New Trans.) If God has made us to live
in the Spirit, then it is His will we should
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walk in the Spirit; and if we do nof, the
solemn results will be reaped. If we walk
in the flesh we shall sow to it and reap its
haryest. The very thing desired and pur-
sued may be obtained ;-but having sought
to gratify ourselves, it yields that which gives
sorrow of heart and becomes obnoxious in
our own eyes. Lot saw the well-watered
plains to be, as he thought, ‘“like the garden
of the Lord,” but he soon had to flee to the
mountains, and became the father of those
who were the perpetual enemies of God’s
people. How solemn the warning. May
we each take heed to it.

On the other hand, to walk in the Spirit
will be to *sow to the Spirit,” and from the
Spirit to reap life everlasting. The Spirit
will be free, if ungrieved, to lead us into all
the blessedness of “life,” outside this death
scene. If I am moving on the principle of
self-judgment in the Spirit’s power, God has
His place before my soul, and then the Spirit
springs up so that eternal life is *“laid hold”
of, known and enjoyed now /

Abraham, in principle, may illustrate this,
for, through walking with God, he enjoyed
that which was outside of the domain of
death. He could provide refreshment and
enjoy Jehovah communing with him, and
also intercede for others, being himself out-
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side and apart from the whole scene of death
and corruption, which was soon to disappear
by the solemn judgment of God.

Ques. Is “eternal life” to be enjoyed
here ?

J. S. G. The great time to enjoy eternal
life is while here. 1t is outside and apart
from this region of death; but the Spirit is
the power for its present enjoyment, though
we are actually passing through the valley
that death has cast its shadow over.

In the future we shall be *sons” in the
place to which we properly belong ; but now
is the time to ‘“sow to the Spirit,” and to
know the enjoyment which flows from
“ eternal life,” which is characterised by the
‘knowledge of “the only true God and Jesus
Christ whom he has sent”*(John xvii. 3)
‘outside and apart from this scene of death.
The one who has “eternal life” is the
believer on the Son of God (John iii. 36), and
he enters into it through having the Spirit
(John iv. 14).

Then, do not let us get “weary in well-
doing,” for a day of corruption, like this, is
calculated to chill the affections, to check
spiritual aspirations, and to be a damper on
spiritual courage; but after we have been
tested and have proved and learned the
lessons needed, “ we shall reap, if we faint

P
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not.” So we should seize opportunities—do
good to all, and especially to *the household
of faith.” Like the Saviour-God, we should
be kind and good to all; but His own must
have a special place in-our affections if we
are with Him in our own souls, consciously.

Paul was so distressed on account of their
state, that he wrote this letter “with his
own hand.” His heart was bound up with
God’s people, and it came out in his deep
concern, leading him not to employ another
to write this epistle.

Those who desired to make “a fair show
in the flesh,” and to escape persecution, con-
strained them to be * circumcised,” and to
keep the law, thus maintaining a status in
the flesh. How subtle the snare! To allow,
or to recognise, or to glory in, anything
which gives me a standing here in man's
world, is to forget our ‘heavenly calling”;
really, to “sow to the flesh,” and therefore
to “reap corruption.”

Paul would glory only in the cross! There
“the world” had been fully exposed, and
therefore morally judged. Paul, who saw
with God, looked at himself as crucified with
Christ, and therefore the world was so to
him. He, in his mind, was ended there as a
man in the flesh, and the world was crucified
to him through the Lord Jesus Christ. Inthe
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cross, the love of God to man has also been
expressed (John iii. 16), and therefore Paul
was crucified to the world. He had no
place, portion, or interest in it; but he de-
lighted to make known the grace, goodness
and love of God toward it, though he, in
his life here, was in separation from it.

In Christ Jesus there was neither cir-
cumcision, nor uncircumcision, but a »ew
creation. In walking according to its law,
or rule, the whole power of the Spirit of
God was available. Hence, to walk after
the law of Christ (ver. 16), the rule or law
of the new creation is perfect freedom,
glorious liberty,-and to enjoy *“peace” and
“mercy” through being the true princely
people who have obtained favour with
God! )

To depart from #is rule or guide is to"get
into bondage, to pmit the * ribband of blue”
(the heavenly colour in the detail of life),
and to come short of God’s present mind for
us.

Ques. Is that Romans xii. ?

J. S. G. It goes further than that.

Ques. Is Christ new creation ?

J.S. G. We are “new creation in Christ.”
It is what we are “formed” in, and which
is outside of, and in thought is apart from all
that which was connected with *the first
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man” (1 Cor. xv. 45) as God’s creature set
up on earth.

QuEes. Are we to be formed in the sphere
of “new creation,” and then to be guided by
it in the detail of life here'?

J.S. G. We are “born anew,” which is
by divine light acting on us, and after we
have believed the gospel of our salvation
we are ‘“sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise.” Then, in the Spirit's power, we
pass into a new moral scene (I say *scene”
for want of a better word), and we are privi-
leged to enjoy the immense privileges that
lie in new creation. And, in our responsible
life, this guides and influences us, so that the
most inferior things, so to speak, are done
in the light of the highest place of blessing
given to us.

Ques. Is that reconciliation ?

J. S. G. The full thought of “reconcilia-
tion” for us lies in our being “in Christ "—
where there is ‘“new creation.”

New creation s that which God has
brought to pass for His own pleasure, and
that which lies outside of any thought con-
nected with man in the old creation, and in
it we are characterised by every moral per-
fection that the heart of God delights in.

There is a distinction between ‘the crea-
tion of God” (Rev. iii. 14) and ‘“new crea-
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tion.” (2 Cor. v. 17; Gal. vi. 15, New Trans.)
All things will be made new (Rev. xxi. 3),
but those who form “the church” belong to
new creation. 4/ saints will be in ‘the
creation of God” and the new heaven and
new earth, but I do not think that it is quite
the thought of new creation.

Ques. What do you mean by the wew
order of things which you mentioned just
now ?

J. S. G. All that is connected with Christ
risen and glorified. Itis that order of things
over which “the Son-of man” is placed, in
contrast to that which exists to sight.

We should all be exercised to be found
“walking in the Spirit,” that Christ may be
formed in us. Then the law of the new
creation will be the guide siited to the
desires formed by the Spirit.

Paul was a slave branded with * the marks ”
of his rejected but glory-crowned Master in
the heavens. )

May we each know more of walking with
the Lord, and by the Spirit enjoying the
heavenly relationship involved in having
“the Spirit of his Son,” that we may always
wear “the ribband of blue” on the skirts of
our garments to His praise.
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