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GOD'S W O R L D . 

GOD'S TRIUMPH. 
(EPH. I, 1-28.) 

WHAT I really have on my mind to speak 
of is not so much what is found in this 
chapter, but to say a few words so that we 
may have something more definite before 
our souls as to the world to come. We 
have been speaking of late years of an ex
pression that is found in scripture, " the 
world to come," and what I find in moving 
about among God's people is this—that 
although they quote that expression they 
have very little idea of the meaning of it, 
neither have they anything very definite 
before their souls as to it. Now I think 
it is of the greatest importance that we 
should have something definite before the 
gaze of our souls. It was so with the 
Apostle Paul. We see in Philippians iii. 
how he has got Christ before him—Christ 
in glory. He had got Christ as the Centre 
of all that God was going to bring in, and 
the outcome of that was that there was for 
him present deliverance from all around. 

B 
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That is how everything must work with us. 
The world can only be put out of our hearts 
as Christ is brought in. In the cross of 
Christ the history of the world is ended, 
but the Spirit has been given to us to bring 
Christ in, and it is only as Christ is brought 
in that the world will be put out; it is only 
as we have Christ in connection with the 
vast system of things which He is bringing 
in, that the world is shut out from us. 

Now I want to go over two or three 
simple points so that our minds may be 
clear as to this subject. First, as to the 
time scripture refers to in speaking of " the 
world to come." It is the same period as 
the millennium, that is, the thousand years 
that is mentioned in scripture, and that is 
in connection with the earth; but in the 
expression " the world to come " we get an 
entirely different thought, and it cannot be 
limited to this earth. The earth comes into 
blessing, it is true, but by being brought 
under the influence of heaven. I will just 
add one little word on this point. I think 
great damage has been done to souls in 
connection with the millennium, because 
people have taken it up and thought merely 
of earthly blessing, and what will be the 
state of the earth during that period. I 
think the curse will be largely lifted off 



GOD'S TRIUMPH. 3 

and abundance of- crops will be given, but 
that is not what we must be occupied with. 
All that comes in morally in connection 
with the world to come will be heavenly in 
character, and the people on earth will be 
characterised by one thing, the desire to 
grow in the knowledge of God, and God will 
relieve man by lifting off the curse, and thus 
people will be able to devote their time to 
gain the knowledge of God Himself. When 
I speak of the world to come I have before 
me a vast system of heavenly blessing. 

Now in regard to the meaning of the 
phrase, " the world to come," I think any 
thoughtful person must see that there must 
be two things to make up a world, that is, 
people and principles. First, persons, and 
then what we speak of as a moral thought— 
principles; a world must have people and 
principles, and if you take the world to 
come it is made up of people who are 
really of God, and the principles will be 
according to God, and that is the great idea 
when scripture uses the expression "world 
to come." 

You get the expression, "world to come," 
in connection with three thoughts. First of 
all you get the word that Paul mostly uses, 
rendered "age." "This age, and that which 
is to come." Now the age to come is "the 
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world to come," and the great point is that 
there is a period, an actual period, when 
God will be displayed, and the great cha
racter of that day will be that God will 
shine forth. God will be really known and 
everything will come under the influence 
of heaven, and the whole system of things 
will be established to the glory and praise 
of God. 

Secondly, you get the "habitable world." 
This word is used in Hebrews. There will 
be persons on the earth under the govern
ment of God, and in agreement, through the 
blessed person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and harmony will be maintained and be 
universal, and therefore the expression is 
found "the habitable world." 

Thirdly, there is another thought in con
nection with the world to come, and one 
which 1 think is the principal thought, and 
it is what we find in John's writings as well 
as in Paul's. When John speaks of God's 
world it is a distinct thought entirely. It 
is the ornament that God is going to have 
on this earth. God is going to have this 
earth decorated, and that is His world. 
Man's world is around us, but that is going 
to disappear, and the ornament on the earth 
will be God's world. The word in John's 
writings is not as in Paul's, "age," but speaks 
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of that which will be displayed in that age. 
" T h i s light now shines." What l ight? The 
light of God's world. T h e darkness is pass
ing, and what is already sh in ing? The true 
light of God's world, and therefore in that 
scripture the view presented is that every
thing of man's world is going to disappear, 
and that which is of God is going to fully 
fill the scene. Now if you take the two 
expressions and put them together, the first 
—what is found in Paul's writings—that 
there is going to be a distinct new age, and 
then what is found in John's writ ings as 
well as in Paul's—the ornament or the 
decoration that is going to be displayed, and 
displayed du r i rg that period, you get the 
full thought of " the world to come." 

Now 1 will t ry to say a word in regard to 
the importance of the subject of the world 
to come. It is of great importance because 
the world to come will be the manifestation 
of God's complete victory. God's complete 
victory will be seen, and seen in the world 
to come. Now if you think of it for a 
moment you will see that there must be two 
things if God is really victorious, and they 
are these—first, God's victory must be com
plete where there was apparent defeat, there
fore it must be on the earth; and secondly, 
it must be brought in by a MAN, because 
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one man was the cause of all the ruin. It 
is clear that there must be these two things 
if God's victory is really to be completely 
manifested. I give a simple illustration. 
Supposing you built a house and I came 
into it and brought disorder where you had 
established order, and then you left it and 
crossed the water and built another, what 
would that prove ? That you had been de
feated. God could easily have annihilated 
this world and made another, but that would 
mean that God had been defeated, which is 
impossible. But if instead of building an
other house you quietly leave me in posses
sion of that house where all is disorder 
and confusion, and then you come back 
and by moral power bring in order where 
there was confusion, and when order is 
established take possession of that which 
was your own, what is manifested ? Your 
victory. Now that is what will be mani
fested in the world to come. God's com
plete victory will be manifested. He will 
bring in His world where all will be order 
and according to Himself. 

Now in looking at things in connection 
with the future you must not misunderstand 
me; I do not regard the world to come 
as only something which we have to reach 
in so many years hence. It is important 
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to see things in their completeness as they 
are connected one with the other to the 
glory and praise of God; but the Spirit 
of God has been given to us that we may 
enjoy now what will be publicly brought 
out and displayed in all its completeness in 
the age that is to come, so that if I speak 
of the future I do not mean something that 
you can only enjoy in the future. It will 
be future as to its completeness, but the 
Spirit of God has been given to us that 
we may enjoy now what we shall enjoy in 
completeness in the future. 

In Ephesians there is an interesting point, 
for we get there the link between the 
world to come and eternity, and this is, 
I think, important. I suppose no one will 
question that all that we get in Ephesians 
will come into display? But then what 
will come into display ? What is of God 
and what is according to God. A system 
that is eternal, and a system that will be 
characterised by everything being for the 
satisfaction of the heart of God. Where 
confusion and ruin has already been dis
played there will be displayed what is to 
God's praise and glory for the manifestation 
of His complete victory, and after this it 
is that eternity or the eternal state will 
commence, so that in the book of Ephesians 
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you get the real link between the age to 
come and eternity. 

Well now, as I have said, it is necessary 
for the glory and praise of God that God's 
great victory should be manifested on this 
earth where the ruin came in, but I also 
made the remark that it must be brought 
in by a MAN, because it was by a man that 
the ruin and the confusion has come in. 
Now, dear friends, I want to have a few 
more words in connection with the Person 
who is going to bring it in. Where is the 
man that could do it ? Do not let us think 
that the world to come is going to be a little 
thing. It is going to be very vast. Think 
of the heavenly blessings opened out in 
scripture (Eph.), and if I understand scrip
ture correctly it connects everything with 
that day. It is presented to us by the Spirit 
of God in view of that moment, and that is 
the great period in the mind of the Spirit 
There will be great blessing in connection 
with the heavens and the earth. Now I 
ask the question. Where is the One who 
can bring it in? It is the One of whom 
we were singing about (Hymns no , 337), 
the blessed Person of God's Son. All 
things must be established to the glory 
and praise of God, for the satisfaction of 
His heart, and the Son only could bring 
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this to pass. Confusion came in by a 
man, and there must be a MAN to take it 
out. What has taken place ? We well 
know how He became a man, came into 
this scene and went into death, and what 
for? To give effect to, to accomplish every
thing that is in the heart of God, and I think 
we should look on it from these two points 
of view: first, that He is going to bring in 
a scene to the glory and praise of God, 
and, secondly, how it will manifest His own 
glory, because He will be the One that will 
have brought it in. 

People sometimes say to me, you speak 
too much about the church. Supposing I 
had here a desk that is superior to every 
desk in the world, and I call attention to it 
for a moment. Should I be exalting the desk 
or exalting the person who made it ? Why 
certainly it would be the ability of the 
person who made the article that would be 
brought before you; and in looking in that 
way at the church, or at the world to come, 
what do you see ? You can see the great
ness of the wonderful Person who brings it 
in. You can see His greatness and glory 
by what He brings to pass; the world to 
come will be to the glory and praise of God 
and the delight of His heart, and Christ 
will have the glory of having brought it 
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all in. The whole Book of Revelation turns 
upon the Person of Christ as the Faithful 
One, as we read in Psalm ex. In the begin
ning of the book everything goes to the bad 
outwardly, and then at the close the Faith
ful One brings in everything to the glory 
and praise of God. 

I want now to draw your attention to 
seven men in the Old Testament, for I think 
these seven men bring before us very clearly 
what the blessed Person of Christ will bring 
about. I need not say, as I suppose every 
one here admits it, that long before this 
earth was made God had His plan, His pur
pose, and the w7hole of God's purpose or 
plan was in His mind long before the world 
began. You must not think that on God's 
part there has been any defeat. Right on 
from the very beginning God has been 
working, and while the enemy has been 
moving, God has been fulfilling, controlling 
and carrying out just what was in His own 
mind. But God has worked things out in 
this way, and that will be the very means 
by which His name will be magnified and 
His wisdom manifested. But what was the 
whole plan that was in His mind all along 
before the world began ? That is unfolded 
in Ephesians i., and we can think of our
selves as those taken up and purposed to 
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occupy the special place He has allotted for 
us before the world began. It is very im
portant for the youngest believer to have 
the deep sense in his soul that Satan has 
never once had his own way in the end. 
Nothing has come in but what God had 
ordained or permitted, and all will be to the 
praise of His glory. Satan always makes a 
mistake. God always triumphs. 

Do you remember what took place when 
the gospel first came into Europe ? The 
apostle went to the riverside to pray, and a 
damsel cried, "These men are the servants 
of the most high God." And it troubled 
the apostle because it was of Satan. It is 
very solemn when Satan steps in presumably 
to assist God's work. If Satan is trying to 
get his finger in it is to corrupt, and the 
most serious form of corruption that Satan 
can bring in is to introduce a false principle 
among the people of God: it is just ruina
tion, and it means false practice all along. 
The apostle is grieved, and he bears it till a 
moment comes when he must take a stand, 
and the evil spirit is cast out, and Satan 
raises a great turmoil, and the apostle is put 
into prison. Has Satan triumphed ? It 
looks like it, but in that way we get a 
picture of God's way of working from the 
beginning to the close. What takes place ? 
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At midnight Paul and Silas sing praises 
to God, and the jailor is converted. God 
gathers out from among the Gentiles a people 
for Himself. God always triumphs, and I 
would say, remember that. God will triumph 
everywhere, and all along the road. He is 
bound to triumph because He is God. He 
is God, and triumph He must, and triumph 
everywhere, and He will manifest His 
victory. The whole system of the world to 
come was ever in the mind of God; every
thing that God has been doing from the 
beginning has been in view of it; but now 
there is a great change, and that is, that 
God has all the material that is to form 
that world in the blessed Person of His 
Son up there on high, and it is our privi
lege to have the whole of that which God is 
bringing about before the gaze of our souls. 

Now a few words in regard to the seven 
men. The first man that stands out in the 
connection I have been bringing before you 
is Adam, then Noah, Moses, Aaron, David, 
Solomon and, lastly, Nebuchadnezzar. 

First, take Adam. He had a very special 
place assigned to him by God, but did God 
ever expect him to fill the place assigned to 
him? No, He knew he would not fill it. 
But what was said to him was said in view 
of God's blessed Son, who would come and 
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take up and perform and carry out in per
fection every thought that was expressed 
in connection with Adam. What comes out 
specially in connection with Adam is head
ship, and I understand by this that the 
blessed Person of Christ will be the source 
of vitality and movement; all will be under 
the blessed influence of Christ, so that 
everything will be to the glory and praise 
of God. A great deal comes out in Adam 
figuratively. As you know, at the end of 
Genesis i. he is placed over the works of 
God's hand, and in chapter ii. we get Eve, 
figurative of the church. But the great 
truth set forth in figure is that God's blessed 
Son will be the source from which all im
pulse and light will come and everything 
will be according to God. There will be a 
scene in which the blessed Person of Christ 
will be the source of light, and everything 
will move to God's praise and glory 

Noah brings in a different thought; that 
the blessed Person of Christ will be able 
to maintain government. Noah could not 
govern himself, God knew he would break 
down; but what God said to Noah was in 
view of His Son coming and taking it all 
up. At the head of all will be the blessed 
Person of Christ, and He will see that 
government will be according to God, He 
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will see that everything is maintained ac
cording to the trespass offering to the glory 
and praise of God. Not only will God's 
rights be maintained, but what is right in 
connection with man; and that principle 
was expressed in the Apostle Paul's life. 

Then in Moses you get another figure, 
and I think a very beautiful one. You get 
in Moses a complete type of Christ as 
Mediator. He has come out and revealed 
God, and by revealing God and going down 
into death and laying the foundation upon 
which everything is formed, He provides 
the people who will be to the glory and 
praise of God. He can do that, and all 
the people that He provides will be formed 
according to God, and all will answer to 
the mind of God. The blessed Person oi 
Christ has come and gone into death, the 
foundation is laid, and all formed on it 
must correspond to its holy nature. But it 
is not only necessary for the people to be 
provided, they have also to be maintained, 
for the creature can never maintain himself. 
We can never be independent, and there
fore when we come to Aaron we get the 
thought of the priesthood of Christ. The 
blessed Person of Christ will maintain the 
people that He provides, and He will main
tain the system that is of God. I think it is 
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quite wrong to say that the world to come 
ends up with failure. The world to come 
does not end up with failure because it is a 
system that He brings in. There will be a 
rising up at the close, but it is at once put 
down, and hence it shews that the world to 
come does not end in failure because the 
rising up can be dealt with. In Zechariah iii. 
you get the blessing of the nation typified in 
Joshua, and in chapter iv. you see how they 
will be maintained. You see the blessed 
Person of Christ as the Mediator who pro
vides the people, and as the Priest who 
maintains them and maintains all for God. 

Now in David we get another figure. We 
see how the Person of Christ is typified 
in David, first as the rejected One, and 
then as ruling in the midst of His enemies, 
as we read in Psalm ex., "rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies." That is, the blessed 
Person of Christ will come, of whom David 
was a figure, and He will be able to take up 
the reins for God, and subdue everything 
that is contrary to God. So in Revelation 
xix. the blessed Person of Christ comes 
as the warrior to subdue and bring into 
subjection everything according to God. If 
we only had that figure it would not be 
complete, so it is followed up by another 
figure, and that is Solomon, who brings 
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before us very especially the Person of 
Christ reigning in peace. All His wisdom 
will be manifested and His glory seen, and 
He will be reigning, and reigning to the 
glory and praise of God, and that will be 
the great time of blessing referred to in the 
expression " the world to come." As David 
He will be the means of all enemies being 
brought down, and as Solomon He will 
build up what is of God for the glory and 
praise of God. 

Now I have only one more to mention. 
What came in in connection with Nebu
chadnezzar was something a little further. 
Universal dominion was put into the hands 
of Nebuchadnezzar. But there was never a 
man who could take up universal dominion. 
All the nations at the present time have a 
desire, and that is to be the one able to 
rule. But who can rule ? Only one who can 
maintain the rights of God and the people 
according to God. No other could take up 
universal dominion, and that is what the 
blessed Person of Christ will do. He will 
be able to take it up, and while He is not 
exactly the "desire of all nations," what 
all nations desire will be found in Him. 
Nebuchadnezzar had universal government 
given to him, but broke down. The blessed 
Person of Christ will come, and He will 
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take it up and maintain it to the glory 
and praise of God. He will come and fill 
a scene of light according to God: govern
ment will be maintained, a people will be 
provided, and all enemies will be subdued, 
and He will reign, dominion will be brought 
in, and it will be universal in its character 
to the glory and praise of God. 

It is of the greatest importance that we 
should have something definite before our 
souls. I do not mean in connection with 
events. People take up events, but I do 
not think the writings of the prophets are 
given to us for that purpose. They are 
given to exercise God's people so that there 
might be a moral state produced at the pre
sent time and that there might be blessing 
and fruit for God. The great object that 
the Spirit of God has to put before us is 
Christ as the centre of that vast scene of 
glory so soon to be displayed, that we may 
come under His influence now. The effect 
is deliverance from this present world. The 
littleness of all around will be seen, and the 
enjoyment of what Christ is bringing in will 
bring present blessing for our souls and 
preserve us from that which is around. 
May that be more so for each one of us to 
God's praise and glory. 

c 



T H E FAMILIES IN GOD'S WORLD. 

(REV. XXI. 9-11, 22-27 ; XXII. *S-) 

WHAT I have on my mind is to say a little, 
as one is enabled, so that the greatness of 
the Person of Christ may be more before 
our souls, and we see His greatness largely 
in connection with that which He brings in. 
If you think of the world to come—if you 
have before you, before the gaze of your 
souls, all that wonderful system of things— 
it must enlarge your view in connection with 
the greatness of that wonderful Person who 
will bring it about. I think that is the real 
point in Philippians iii. The apostle had 
Christ before him, the centre of all that God 
was bringing in, and in the light of that he 
could say all was worthless, all that people 
think so much of was nothing at all in his 
eyes. What is mentioned in that chapter 
is what people boast of, and are proud of, 
but it is CHRIST as the Centre of that vast 
system who is before the apostle's soul and 
everything outside Him was worthless and 
worse than worthless to him. Now I desire 
that we may have something definite before 
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the gaze of our souls, and I think it is a 
help to us to think of ourselves in connec
tion with the whole church of God, and not 
only that, but also with the whole of that 
vast scene that God is going to establish. 
It is a very great day in the history of our 
souls when we are enabled to take account 
or think of ourselves in connection with 
what God is going to bring in. It is as 
we have that system before us, and all the 
different families that will make up God's 
world, that we are enabled to see how the 
truth is linked up with each family in that 
system of blessing. 

We find in scripture not only the church 
but several other families. (Eph. iii. 15.) I 
think we get at least eight distinct families 
referred to in Revelation. I would not say 
there are no more, but I can say that we get 
positively mentioned eight different families. 
You remember last week I was speaking 
of Christ as the Mediator, the One who 
supplies all the people that are to form the 
world to come, and I think it is a great help 
to us to come to the scriptures and look at 
these different families, because it gives us 
something definite with which to connect 
all the moral ideas and principles of God's 
world. 

Now I want to speak briefly about these 
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families and to shew how the truth is con
nected in some special way with each 
family. We will not start with the his
torical order but with the moral order, and 
the moral order with God is always from 
what I might call the top or the centre. 

You see this is a wonderful moment. 
When the Lord was going away He said 
to His disciples that they would do greater 
works than He Himself had done. Now I 
understand that in those words He refers 
to the present period; everything of course 
came out in Christ, but everything was 
transitional; the moment He had gone to 
the right hand of God then He begins 
through the Spirit definitely to fulfil and 
to give effect to God's eternal purpose. I 
think the first fulfilment of God's purpose 
was in placing Christ at His own right 
hand; then the apostles came in with their 
ministry, and God was definitely working 
for the actual fulfilment of His purpose. 
In Old Testament times everything God 
accomplished was in view of this, but now 
it is the definite fulfilment of it, and all the 
ministry that He gave was to bring about 
that which was going to remain. You re
member that the Lord said to the apostles 
they would bear fruit and their fruit would 
remain, and what came out in those days in 
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connection with the apostles goes on to-day. 
Their work is still under the eye of God and 
will be eternally, but it will remain until the 
church is completed. The present moment 
is one of unspeakable privilege, and it is our 
privilege to be in the secret of God and in 
the enjoyment of eternal things. 

Now in prospect of the fulfilment of the 
purpose of God Christ was placed at God's 
right hand, and the church is being formed. 
I do not think I need say it, for everyone 
here will understand that in connection with 
all the families the church will have the first 
place, and the other families will be depend
ent on the place which the church has; not 
that the church is the source of blessing, 
God is the source of all blessing, and all is 
provided in the blessed person of Christ. 
Think of the last verse of Hebrews xi., 
which speaks of the Old Testament saints. 
We find there that these saints cannot come 
into their place of blessing until the church 
has its appointed place. Each family will 
have its own position according to God's 
eternal purpose, as I hope to shew you, in 
connection with, and through the light that 
will come out in the church. So the church 
is the great company that scripture speaks 
of, because it is going to be the centre, and 
to have a place that no other family possibly 
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can fill. If there is any position occupied 
for God it must be according to how God 
is known. I do not see how we can occupy 
any place for God save as we are fitted 
for it by the way in which we are brought 
to know God. Now those that form the 
church are brought into wonderful intimacy 
with God, and it is because of the way 
in which they are brought to know God 
that they will be formed to occupy such a 
wonderful place for God and to His glory in 
His universe. 

In the Book of Revelation you do not 
get any particular mention of the internal 
privileges that belong to the city save in 
one verse, where we get just a little hint 
of it, so I must add a word in regard to 
that verse. Perhaps I had better state first 
in regard to the city that it is not a material 
city. In the Old Testament you get material 
cities, but in Revelation the Spirit of God 
takes things up and uses what is material 
in the Old Testament to set forth principles 
and moral ideas in the New. Now the city 
is the church, and it does not comprise any 
one outside the church. In the verse we 
have read it says, " Come hither, and I will 
shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." And 
then what does John see ? He is taken to a 
great and high mountain and he sees the 
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city—the bride, the Lamb's wife. I will 
anticipate a little difficulty that people have : 
they say how was it that Abraham looked 
for that city; if he looked for it will he not 
be part of it ? No, he will have a wonderful 
place, but our place is far beyond Abraham's. 
You remember that verse in Hebrews, "God 
having provided some better thing for us." 
Better than Noah's, better than Abraham's, 
better than David's, better than all the pro
phets. Why is it better? Because it is 
God's best, and you cannot have anything 
beyond that. 

The present period is God's best, and it is 
better than everything hinted at or that any 
others will know. Abraham gets his bless
ing in connection with the city, but not as 
part of it. The city is the bride, the Lamb's 
wife; all the heavenly saints will be in con
nection with the city, but the distinct place 
of the church is ever distinctly maintained 
in the scriptures. Now, having stated that, 
I will refer to the verse in the description oi 
the city that hints at privilege. " I saw no 
temple therein." We might get different 
thoughts from those wonderful words, " For 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
the temple of it . . . . and the Lamb is the 
light thereof." I do not mean to dwell on 
those words, but we can just get this simple 



24 GOD'S WORLD. 

thought from it. What will be true in con
nection with that wonderful city? Well, if 
you have a city, a large city, and there is a 
temple in it, there are people that live at 
a little distance from the temple, but in the 
heavenly city there will be no reserve and no 
distance, but all will be in the very nearest 
relationship to God that people can be 
brought into. That will be true in that city. 
The Lord God Almighty will be there, and 
the Lamb Himself will be the lamp. All 
that God is will be fully revealed and seen 
in that blessed Person who is spoken of as 
the Lamb. He was the rejected One here 
on earth, but He is the One whom God has 
put on high, and all that God is will be seen, 
and there set forth in that blessed Person, 
and our privilege will be (of course by the 
Spirit) to live in all the enjoyment and 
intimacy and nearness that divine love can 
bring us into, and in all the joy of what God 
Himself is as revealed in that wonderful and 
blessed Person. 

I go no further in speaking of the privi
leges, but we can say that those who form 
the church God brings into His very best 
I should like every young believer to get 
hold of that simple little thought. God is 
bringing you to, and you belong to, a vast 
company that scripture speaks of as the 
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church, that are blessed with God's very best. 
It is a marvellous thought that God Himself 
cannot give more—cannot bring us into more 
than what He in His wondrous grace has 
allotted for us. The more we think of it, 
the more the greatness of it is seen, and the 
effect it must have on us is that everything 
else is comparatively worthless. What can 
be compared to being brought into associa
tion with God's blessed Son, to know His 
God as our God, His Father as our Father. 

All human illustrations fail to convey the 
greatness and blessedness of it. All that is 
Godivard—what will be enjoyed God ward. 
But besides this, we are going to occupy a 
place for God, and that is manward. It is 
all for God, you must never forget that, all 
for His pleasure and glory. Still the city is 
what the church will be for God manward. 
The city is the great piece of workmanship 
that God's blessed Son brings to pass, and it 
will be a wonderful moment when that city 
is given its own proper place in the universe 
of God! To-day we can see it in God's 
blessed Son, and the Spirit is given to us 
that through divine grace we may enjoy all 
its privileges. I like to connect it with the 
fourth day of creation. The church is being 
formed before it is displayed, it is now being 
built, and there will come a moment when 
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the church will be placed as the perfect 
light-bearer for God, like the sun was in 
the heavens on the fourth day. We must 
remember that the city is not on the earth— 
it comes out of heaven. Many have an 
erroneous idea with regard to that. It does 
not say that it comes to the earth. It will 
be brought into view. It will shine in the 
heavens, so that those on earth can walk 
in the light of it. Coming out of heaven is 
synonymous almost to these words, brought 
into view. 

Now let us think of a contrast. How is 
man's world influenced ? By wicked spirits, 
Satan, of course, at the back; but it is all 
secret and out of sight; people are influenced, 
but they do not know how. Well, what will 
take place in the day that is coming ? God 
will influence His world, and from heaven 
and by the church, which will shine in the 
heavenlies to God's praise and glory, and 
His people on earth will be able to look 
at the church and see in it a piece of 
divine handiwork in which there is not a 
single stain. It is heavenly in its origin 
and character, and it will shine for God's 
praise and glory in the heavenlies for evei 
and ever. God in that way will influence 
the world, and influence it by means of the 
church. 
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I will give an illustration from the scrip
tures how great principles work. Take 
this world, every one knows what a terrible 
power drunkenness has in it. How did that 
start ? In a very small way. Satan at the 
back led Noah to drink too much wine. 
Perhaps he did not understand, but Satan 
understood. In drunkenness Satan intro
duced an evil principle, and look how it 
has spread! It is world-wide. And in a 
similar way many such evils start with the 
enemy and grow very rapidly. All heavenly 
principles that are according to God, will 
originate from the heavenly city, and God's 
world will be full of principles according 
to Him. Just as in this world you have 
elements started by the enemy and used 
to corrupt and carry on what is contrary 
and offensive to God, so in the day that is 
coming there will be that started from God 
through the church and fill the universe to 
the glory and praise of God. 

Now let us look at one or two things that 
come out in the church. First of all the 
church is looked upon as a piece of heavenly 
workmanship where there is everything to 
the glory of God. What will be seen there ? 
When people look upon the church in that 
day what will they see ? The glory of 
God. And there is another thing that will 
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be seen, God's salvation in the church, and 
all God's thoughts will be livingly set forth 
there, and so God will shine in the church. 

To sum up, the church is the central com
pany, and everything that is set forth in any 
other family will be seen in it, because the 
church will actually display what God is. 
The wonderful thing is that there should 
be a vessel formed that will set forth in 
the eyes of the universe what God is, and 
that vessel is the church. God will be seen 
there. The truth of the book of Ephesians 
unfolds that thought, and all that God is 
morally will be seen in the church, and the 
full revelation will shine forth there, and 
therefore the church will be the first and 
central family. 

I will just mention the other families. 
The second family is the Old Testament 
saints, and each family will display some 
special trait of Christ—some revelation of 
God expressed in Christ. The old Testa
ment saints will set forth what God is in 
connection with two names. That is the 
name "Almighty" and the name "Jeho
vah." To Abraham, for instance, God gave 
some very blessed and wonderful promises; 
Abraham has died and apparently he has 
not had any of them ; but what will come 
to pass when the Old Testament saints are 
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brought into their place of blessing is, that 
the almighty power and faithfulness of God 
will be manifested in the eyes of the uni
verse. God being Almighty, the power 
and glory and majesty of the Almighty God 
will be seen, and all those saints will be 
brought into the blessing through God's 
faithfulness, which is linked up with the 
name of Jehovah. Thus there will be the 
living witness of it displayed in the Old 
Testament saints connected with these two 
names. 

We find two other families in Revelation 
xx. 4. In the Authorised Version the trans
lation is not quite correct. In verse 4 we 
read, "And I saw thrones; and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given to 
them." (New Trans.) Now mark, there 
are people sitting on thrones. In the Book 
of Daniel you have thrones but no occu
piers, but here there are not only the 
thrones but occupiers. Who has supplied 
the persons to sit on them ? God's blessed 
Son; and here they are sitting on the 
thrones and judgment is given to them, 
they are already judging. Now in these 
we get first those that form the church, and 
then the Old Testament saints. But in the 
rest of the verse we find, "And I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the 
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witness of Jesus and the word of God." 1 
connect these with chapter vi. 9. We read 
when the fifth seal was opened, " I saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testi
mony which they held: " and they are cry
ing, " How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell upon the earth ? " And 
white robes are given to them. Here they 
are seen again in this verse, but mark, they 
are not yet raised, souls are seen, but not 
yet a raised company. That is the third 
company. Now what will be expressed in 
that company? I think the faithfulness of 
Christ—the One who was faithful unto 
death. I am not thinking of Him as making 
atonement, but as the Faithful One who was 
faithful unto death. These having actually 
laid down their lives for Him, are raised to 
heavenly blessing, not earthly; they lose 
that; but God gives them a better portion 
in the heavens, and in heaven they are a 
living witness for that blessed Person who 
came into this scene, and went through it, 
sacrificed Himself, and went into death in 
faithfulness to God. 

Now in the end of the verse (chap. xx. 4) 
you must put in the little word "also." 
" Also those which had not worshipped the 
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beast . . . neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands." 
That is the fourth family. These are they 
who are spoken of in Revelation xv. 2 : they 
have "gotten the victory over the beast," 
&c. This company displays the triumph of 
Christ over all the unseen power of dark
ness. So we see first the church ; secondly, 
the Old Testament saints, who set forth 
what is connected with the names of God 
as Almighty and Jehovah; thirdly, the 
company who express the faithfulness of 
Christ, who went into death; and fourthly, 
the company who set forth Christ's victory. 
They had got victory over the same enemy, 
and they live in triumph in the heavenlies, 
and they display the blessed triumph of 
Christ who went into death and broke the 
enemy's power. Now one more point, it 
says, and " they " (that is the last two com
panies) "lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years." The church and the Old 
Testament saints were already reigning, 
and these two last companies, who are 
raised after the appearing, join the others, 
and reign with Him. 

Now before we pass to the other fami
lies let us think of its greatness. Do not 
imagine that Christ will have something 
small. I remember saying to some one, Do 
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you know that scripture speaks of eight 
different families ? And scripture says that 
even one of those families is beyond all 
numbering, and that one is not the largest. 
There is going to be a vast and wondrous 
scene, and as we were singing, God will 
shine, and shine through His people, and 
that is how He will shine. According as 
we apprehend the divine intention of that 
blessed God, what we shall be concerned 
about at the present moment is, that there 
may be that now which may correspond to 
what will actually be brought in in a very 
little while. 

Well, we have seen four heavenly families 
and now we wTill look at four earthly fami
lies. You will notice in Revelation xiv. that 
we find the Lamb standing on mount Sion 
and with Him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having His Father's name written 
in their foreheads. These I connect with 
the Song of Solomon ii., iii. and the first and 
second Book of Psalms, and as the earthly 
bride they are seen here on mount Sion 
in connection with the Lamb, having His 
Father's name in their foreheads. But one 
thing is very beautiful. Heaven and earth is 
going to be linked and through this family. 
What takes place ? There is a song sung 
in heaven and the song is sung before the 
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throne, before the beasts and the elders, so 
it is not the church; but it is sung in heaven, 
and there is no one able to sing this song 
or learn it, but those hundred forty and four 
thousand. They will be on earth, but they 
are so near heaven that they learn the song 
sung in heaven. It is in this company that 
you have the moral link between heaven and 
earth. They will know Christ in a more 
intimate way than any of the earthly fami
lies. This company displays what will be 
set forth by every other earthly company. 
What marks them? It is what we ought 
to be characterised by, that is, separation. 
They have been maintained in the path of 
separation from this world. People have 
very false ideas about separation. Some 
talk of separation from system and are 
misled by it. It is a divine principle, and 
if you are not living on the principle ot 
separation you are not living on God's prin
ciple. Separation from what? Separation 
from everything that is not according to the 
mind of God. It is not having ideas of your 
own about separation, but anything not of 
God keep away from as far as possible. If 
you are not living on the principle of separa
tion, and on the principle of being exclusive, 
you are not on God's line at all. God's line 
is to exclude what is contrary to Him, and 

D 
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the moment you see anything contrary to 
God, exclude it. This company will be on 
that principle. They are virgins, and, 
though saints on earth, will have a special 
place in connection with Christ. Now there 
is one word which lets us know who these 
saints are and that is the word " firstfruits." 
It is the firstfruits of the earthly companies; 
that shews us that they are from the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin. In Zechariah they 
are spoken of as being brought through the 
trial and tribulation before the whole nation 
is gathered. They are marked by separa
tion and are seen specially linked with the 
Lamb on mount Zion. The interesting 
point is this, they form the link between 
heaven and earth. 

The next company we find in Revelation 
vii., in the second half of the chapter. There 
we find a great multitude that come out of 
the great tribulation. These are without 
doubt Gentiles. We have had the Jew, 
now we are coming to the Gentiles. One 
remarkable thing about them is that they 
are blessed in the temple, that is on earth, 
so this is a company on earth but a company 
placed in the temple and they come under 
special care of the Lord. This company is 
also seen in special connection with heaven, 
though on earth, because they are said 
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to walk before the throne. God in His 
sovereignty will bring in a company of 
Gentiles and give them a nearer place than 
the nation of Israel. This company mani
fests the grace of God in bringing them 
through His sovereign mercy into a very 
special place in the temple. The only place 
where reference is apparently made to this 
company is in the last chapter of Isaiah. 

The next family are those referred to in 
the beginning of chapter vii., the sealed 
company, the nation of Israel, the twelve 
tribes sealed for blessing. The law will be 
livingly set forth in them and they will love 
their neighbour as themselves. I think it is 
interesting to notice Isaiah liii., liv. and lv. 
In Isaiah liii. you get the repentance of the 
people, and they learn that the pleasure of 
the Lord is going to prosper. In chapter 
liv. they say strengthen the ropes in thy 
hand. Make more room, enlarge your tents, 
but when they see the church, when the 
grace of God is fully expressed, then they 
will exclaim, " Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters." Do you think the 
Jew will be jealous of the Gentile in the 
future day ? No, the Jew will rejoice in the 
blessing of the Gentile and the Gentile will 
rejoice in the blessing of the Jew. Then will 
they call " every man his neighbour under 
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the vine and under the fig tree." (Zech. Hi. 
10.) No jealousy because their hearts are 
brought to know the God of all grace and 
His marvellous grace and mercy towards all. 

Now there is only one more family to be 
mentioned and that we find in Revelation 
xxi. where it says, "The nations of them 
which are saved shall walk in the light of it." 
It is a great thing for us to remember these 
words, the nations that are saved walk in 
the light of it, that is, of the heavenly city. 
Now we have got to the outside circle, this 
circle is the nations that will be on the earth, 
but they will walk in the light of it, that is, 
of the church, which is the centre where 
the light of God shines. Light that will be 
like to a jasper stone most precious, because 
it will set forth what God is. It is like a 
jasper stone and clear as crystal. Not one 
little stain ? Not one, and why ? Because 
of the faithful One who is up there in the 
presence of God. The church has become 
unfaithful, but He will translate it to heaven 
and then He will bring it out of heaven as 
His own piece of workmanship and place 
it in its own place to give a clear and un-
tarnishable light, in the universe of bliss 
according to God's eternal purpose. 

One more word which I would like all to 
remember. That day will be characterised 
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by the enjoyment of the knowledge of God 
revealed as Father; each of those families 
will know God as Father, but they will not 
all know God as Father in the same degree 
of intimacy. How is the Father through 
God's wonderful love revealed to us ? Take 
a verse in the Gospel of John : " The only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father." That does not refer to Him prior 
to the incarnation. When that blessed 
Person was here on earth He ever lived 
in all the affections of the Father, and He 
is the One who makes the Father known 
to us, and we are formed in the light of 
the full blaze of the revelation of what the 
Father is in that blessed Person. The other 
families will learn God as Father revealed in 
the Son through the church. In the same 
way as God's beloved Son came to reveal 
the Father, making Him known to us, and 
we are formed in the wonderful light of that 
revelation, so Christ will place the church in 
its relation to the universe, and the light of 
God shining forth from it will make known 
the relationship that is in the mind of Goc 
for the families on earth, and they will learn 
it through the medium of the church. We 
shall be privileged to feed upon all the 
precious fruit of the tree of life, and the 
nations will be healed through the leaves 
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We shall be privileged to see Christ in all 
His glory as He is. They will be privileged 
to see Him in His heavenly people. God 
has given to us a better place, a place 
according to His own counsels, a place in 
which through divine grace we shall know 
God in such an intimate way that we shall 
be able to occupy that place for God. 

Now in closing I would like to say that 
though we have gone over a great deal, 
what I really had in my mind was this, 
that there might be something more definite 
before the gaze of our souls. By-and-by 
when those families are brought into view 
and the work of grace fully completed, there 
will come a moment when not a word in holy 
scripture will be unfulfilled; every word will 
be livingly fulfilled to the glory and praise 
of God, and God will be all in all. What a 
wonderful scene that will be! And if it is 
going to be something so good, do we not 
want to be in the enjoyment of it now? 
The Spirit has been given for that purpose, 
therefore we can have the joy of that scene 
now if we want it. Hence Peter says, 
" hastening the day of God." We cannot 
bring it in one second sooner than God has 
appointed dispensationally, but morally we 
can bring it in now. As I have said more 
than once, we must look at things in the 
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future to view them in their completeness, 
but with this end in view, that what is 
future may become present in our souls 
in the enjoyment power of the Spirit; it 
is so good that we cannot afford to miss 
the opportunity of having the joy of it in the 
present. We can " hasten " it morally. 

Let us, beloved, avail ourselves of this 
great privilege, and we shall be immense 
gainers both now and by-and-by if " hasten
ing the day of God " by bringing it in now 
in the experience of our souls, and we shall 
also be more to the praise and glory of God 
in this present scene. May God grant it for 
His own glory. 



THE PRINCIPLES OF GOD'S WORLD. 

(ISA. I I . 10-22; JOHN XII. 20-33; E P H . I. 16-23; 

JOHN in . 23-34.) 

W E were saying a week or two ago that the 
thought of a world in scripture is a system 
of things that is composed of people and of 
principles attached to them; you cannot 
possibly have a world without people, and 
in connection with these people you have 
principles inseparable from them. If you 
take this world, all the principles in it are 
contrary to God; they originated with Satan 
and with fallen man. Now the principles of 
God's world are of God and according to 
God. It is of the greatest importance to our 
souls that we should have a clear perception 
of the leading principles of God's world, 
because we all move in connection with 
principles, and we move either in connection 
with the principles of this world, or the 
principles of God's world, so nothing is more 
important for us to consider than principles 
and their effect. I know that to young souls 
it sometimes appears to be difficult for them 
to enter into principles, but no one will get 
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on unless they get a clear perception of 
God's principles so as to move on with them 
and according to them. 

The serious effect of moving in connection 
with the principles of this world is that the 
soul is out of touch with God, the Spirit of 
God is grieved, and the Spirit is not free 
to go on with what I may call His positive 
work. We must remember the Spirit came 
to maintain the interests of Christ and to 
bring Christ in, and if I move on with the 
principles of this world, the Spirit of God is 
not free to lead me into the enjoyment of all 
the positive things of Christianity, for which 
He has really come; therefore I say it is of 
the greatest importance that we should have 
God's principles before us, and be exercised 
in every way to be moving in connection 
with the principles of God's world. 

Now I will try to make clear to you the 
thought of principle. What is there in you 
and in every man and in every power or 
nation on earth ? You find one principle, 
and that is, selfishness. That is the great 
principle in the world and dominates every 
man unless he has been brought to God, 
and judged before God what he is naturally. 
If I move on that principle I cannot make 
spiritual progress. It does not matter what 
I may say, but if I move on that principle I 
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can make no progress in divine things. Do 
not misunderstand me; every one breaks 
down and fails, but the point is, are you 
seeking to carry out God's principles in His 
fear ? If you know God's principles you will 
judge yourself according to these principles, 
and make no allowance for the flesh and 
failure, for you will know that failure is 
simply because you do not depend fully on 
the blessed Person of Christ, who lives to 
support you by His Spirit. Now I think 
you will understand what I mean by a 
principle. Selfishness and covetousness are 
the leading principles of man's world, and 
the principles of God's world stand in 
marked contrast to these, so that there is 
no mistaking them, and you can see at once 
whether what arises is of man's world or of 
God's world. 

There is one great difference in the prin
ciples of man's world and God's world. 
Look at man's world as set forth in the 
Book of Daniel. God gave Nebuchadnezzar 
a wonderful empire — the most wonderful 
empire that ever was in this world, with the 
exception of Solomon's—and what charac
terised it ? It is seen figuratively as gold. 
It was from the hand of God to that man, 
and there was manifestly what was of God 
in that empire. But what was the next 
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empire ? The next was morally inferior; 
and the third was inferior again, and the 
fourth was more inferior still. Do not be 
deluded by what appears. What God brings 
before us is far superior to and beyond 
everything which appears to the natural 
eye. All that man calls progress is in the 
wrong direction. The course of things in 
this world is becoming weaker and weaker 
every day. God's world will not start with 
gold and end with iron and clay; it will 
start with gold and end with gold, and 
remain as bright to the close. It has been 
said that the world to come ends up with 
failure, but this is a great mistake. I think 
that what the end of the world to come 
demonstrates is that God has in every 
possible way gained the complete victory. 

People say there will not be the same 
freshness at the close. That is the earthly 
part of it; there will be men over a thousand 
years of age, and people will have been born 
who are not brought into real loyal subjec
tion to Christ. So it is true that towards 
the close there will not be the same outward 
brightness. When the time is finished, ac
cording to God's purpose, among those that 
have not been really brought into loyal sub
jection to Christ there will be a rising up 
against God's people, but the outcome is 
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that all the opposition is entirely swept 
away, and this shews that there is not only 
no failure as to God's purpose; but that He 
is able to deal immediately with the rebel
lion. It is at once put down, and instead of 
this shewing that the world to come ends 
with failure, it demonstrates the victory of 
Christ, and His power to put down imme
diately all that is contrary to God. 

Now we will briefly consider the history 
of this world and what has taken place in 
connection with it. This world really com
menced with the building of the tower of 
Babel. Its leading principle comes out 
there. It is this, " Let us make us a name." 
Now that means that man was determined 
to exalt himself, and involves that God 
would have no place in man's world, be
cause if He has, He must have His proper 
place, and if He does not have it as God 
He will have no place at all. If man is 
exalted God is shut out. The start of this 
world was on this principle that we have 
noted; man began to exalt himself, and the 
object of the building of the tower of Babel 
was to make himself a name and to have a 
centre independently of God. Let us follow 
the development of that up to the cross 
of Christ. God comes in in the blessed 
Person of His beloved Son and the world is 
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put to the test, and the result is clear and 
distinct. Look at it for a moment, let us 
think what a solemn and sad thing took 
place when God's Son was presented. 
Barabbas and God's beloved Son are 
brought forward and the world has to 
decide. Would it have that person called 
Jesus or Barabbas ? The latter for sedition 
and murder had been cast into prison! 
They refused Jesus and thus distinctly and 
definitely shewed that God had no place in 
this world, and thus maintained the prin
ciple the world started with—" Let us make 
us a name." So their choice was made de
liberately, "Not this man, but Barabbas." 
God has no place in this world at all, and 
morally this world is ended in the cross ot 
Christ. Look at this world for a moment. 
Weak! of course it is weak, though it 
glories in what it has brought about, but 
the end is Antichrist and God is shut out 
entirely. That is enough about this world. 
We can see the principle that this world has 
been moving on, Satan leading man, and the 
final end is that God has no place at all. 

Now I want to draw your attention to 
three principles found in scripture which 
characterise God's world. The first is in 
Isaiah ii. Notice that beautiful word which 
occurs several times, " The Lord alone shall 
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be exalted in that day." This is a very in
teresting chapter, but I will not say much in 
regard to it. The first part speaks of the 
earthly centre—Jerusalem, how it will be 
the centre of blessing, and God's people are 
called to come and walk in the light of it, 
and every form of idolatry is to disappear 
because the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day. What about the haughty man? 
He has to come down, there is no room for 
him, and no room for the mean man, man as 
man in every shape and form must disappear 
because the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day. Man is compared to the tall and 
lofty cedar, but it has to come down; the 
higher powers as the mountains, and the 
smaller ones as the hills, all have to go, and 
every one will know that the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day. 

Now I think you can all see that this is a 
principle that characterises God's world, and 
the heart of every one that loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ rejoices to think of the fact 
that the Lord alone will be exalted in that 
day. Before we pass on let us apply it to 
ourselves. Is that the principle on which 
we are moving ? Is it one of the principles 
which governs our lives, the Lord alone 
being exalted ? Look for a moment, what 
is true of this world ? There is no man 
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who moves on that principle in man's world, 
he is the opposite, he is seeking to be some
thing, seeking a place, but what is going to 
take place? It is all going to be swept 
away, there will only be room for One and 
that One alone is to be exalted. One of the 
worst forms of iniquity at the present time 
is that the profession of Christianity is taken 
up to make a man great in the eyes of men, 
and in this world. This must be one of the 
worst forms of iniquity, because one of the 
leading principles of God's world is that the 
Lord alone shall be exalted. 

Now the second principle of God's world 
is affection : what we have been speaking of 
will not be brought about in an arbitrary 
way, it will not be a rule of the sword. 
The great governing principle that brings 
all this about is stated in that verse, "And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all unto me." The heart of man will be 
won to Him and what will be the outcome ? 
Nobody will want to see any one exalted 
but Christ. That the Lord alone shall be 
exalted just suits the heart of the one that 
is drawn to Him. Now a few words in 
regard to a passage in John xii.: there are 
some Greeks—Gentiles, and these Greeks 
say, "Sir, we would see Jesus." When the 
Lord heard this He said, "The hour is 
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come, that the Son of man should be glori
fied." Jews had owned Him as the Messiah, 
He had been glorified as Son of God, and 
now these Gentiles bring before Him a 
nucleus from which He could form the 
world to come. It is the hour for the Son 
of man to be glorified. The Son of man 
could have brought the world to come in at 
once, but He says, " Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone." The world to come is to be one 
bunch of fruit. 

The whole of God's world is the fruit, but 
the moment distinction is brought in, those 
that form the church are seen to have a 
special place. The nucleus of the world to 
come—people drawn to Christ, was there, 
but the Lord at once says, as it were, If 
there is to be any fruit for God's glory, any 
world for God's pleasure, there is one thing 
necessary—/ must die, it must all be the out
come of My death and resurrection. And 
then He goes on to say that He does not 
ask to be saved from this hour; for that 
very cause He came into the world to bring 
to pass a world for God's pleasure and 
glory, but He does ask for the Father's 
name to be glorified. And further He says, 
" And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all unto 
me." Now I understand by that, that the 
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blessed Person of Christ lifted up is the 
expression of the love of God. The Lord 
Jesus was refused and rejected, but when 
He was rejected, God so loved the world 
that what God is in Himself was expressed 
in giving His own beloved Son to be. lifted 
up on the cross; He was given over to 
the will of man, but there was declared the 
perfect love of God. All that is in His 
heart has been told out in the Lord Jesus 
being lifted up. What could God do more ? 
When man departed from God, God came 
after him, first in His prophets, then in His 
Son, and then gave Him to be lifted up. 
He could do no more. The heart of God 
is told out. Hearts are won and attracted 
to Him, and therefore all will be drawn to 
Him. The word " men " should be left out. 
It is I " will draw all unto me." That is not 
all the passage contains, but it gives us a 
great principle of God's world. Every one 
will be won and drawn by the love of God 
revealed in the Son of man being lifted up ; 
and all hearts being won by Him, every one 
will find his delight and pleasure in the fact 
that the Lord alone will be exalted. Now 
that is the second principle; I call that the 
principle of affection, the Lord alone will be 
exalted, but if the Lord alone will be exalted, 
each and every one in God's world will be 
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drawn to Him and therefore will delight in 
His having that place. 

Now turn to Ephesians, " the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints." 
That is a most wonderful statement. It 
shews Satan's complete defeat, and God's 
complete victory; Satan's defeat is that he 
is entirely put out, and God's victory is that 
He is fully brought in. God is going to 
possess the universe, but He will hold it 
in His people. God will take possession of 
heaven and earth in those that love Him. 
Here the moment before the mind of the 
Spirit of God is when the heavenlies and 
the earth will be filled by God's people, 
and God will possess in them His own 
inheritance. The land of Canaan was God's 
own, but He took possession of it in one 
nation, and in the world that is to come 
He will possess the heavens and the earth 
in the saints. The third leading feature or 
principle will be this—that in the world to 
come God will have His proper place. These 
are the three leading features I want you to 
remember: first, the Lord alone will be ex
alted ; secondly, it will all be on the principle 
of affection, hearts won to Christ, hearts 
drawn to Him; and thirdly, God will have 
His own proper place in the universe because 
He will possess everything in His people. 
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Now, having said a little in regard to 
these principles, I want to say a few words 
as to the practical effect it is to have upon us. 
Whenever we look upon principles it is im
portant to inquire as to their practical effect, 
because if there is no effect the principle is 
of no use to us, it is not subjectively made 
good in us. Take a simple illustration: 
supposing you have some boys at school 
and you are teaching them their tables, you 
put them on the board, but not to leave 
them there. You want them worked into 
the boys, and then there are the results. 
Then supposing you want a boy in your 
office, and one applies, " Well," you say, 
" can you reckon up an account ? Are you 
quick at figures?" "Yes, sir." "All right, 
1 will try you." You give him a trial, and 
you see him going over his tables when he 
is reckoning. That is of no use, they have 
not been made good in the boy. Had they 
been he would have totted it down and 
never thought of his tables, because they 
had become part of himself. That is how 
it is in divine things. As the Spirit of God 
lets the light into my soul there is a marked 
effect, and if there is not a practical effect 
the principle has not its place subjectively. 
The result is what has really been learnt. 

Now as to the practical effect: I bring 



52 GOD'S WORLD. 

before you two or three men that set it 
forth, two from the Old Testament, one 
from the New. Take Abraham: what came 
out in him is spiritual dignity, and this is 
what is very lacking nowadays, it is most 
humbling. There is plenty of worldly 
dignity, but spiritual dignity is so lacking. 
It came out in Abraham, but he started 
with something definite before him. " He 
looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God." He 
knew that God was going to bless him in 
a permanent state of things. He did not 
know about the heavenly city as we do, nor 
did he look for an abiding state of things, 
and the result was seen in his life. He had 
the city before him, and he got something 
better than the best that is in the world; 
though he could only see things very indis
tinctly, yet it was better than the world's 
best. See how his spiritual dignity comes 
out. When the King of Sodom comes to 
meet him, being sustained by grace, Abra
ham says, " I have lift up mine hand unto 
the Lord, the most high God, the possessor 
of heaven and earth, that I will not take 
from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and 
that I will not take anything that is thine, 
lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram 
rich." That was spiritual dignity. He had 
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God before him. There was no self-import
ance about Abram as a man, because he 
had the sense that he was taken up by God, 
and he was very wealthy as blessed by God 
and could therefore refuse even a thread 
from this world. 

When he wanted a sepulchre to bury 
Sarah, and Ephron says the price is higher 
than Abraham knows the land is worth, he 
at once weighed to Ephron the silver. He 
so enjoyed the blessing of God that he gives 
Ephron what he desires without even trying 
to obtain a bargain or asking for a reduction, 
and thus his spiritual dignity was seen. If 
we are conscious of being taken up by God, 
and if we have before us in any little 
measure the vast scene of blessing to which 
we belong, the outcome is this, that we are 
lifted out of the poor, paltry things of this 
world, and we come out in this scene with 
spiritual dignity to God's glory and praise. 

Now look at another man in the Old 
Testament. Jacob at the close of his life 
gives us another beautiful example of spiri
tual dignity. When in the presence of 
Pharaoh he, a poor shepherd, blesses the 
greatest monarch. Spiritual dignity comes 
out so that he can bring God in, and takes 
the place of blesser to the mightiest monarch 
of the day. 
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Turn to the man in the New Testament— 
John the Baptist. I am sure you have often 
enjoyed this faithful little picture. John the 
Baptist was a long way on in his soul; I 
only wish God's dear people had reached 
the point which he had reached. Here is 
John the Baptist, and the Lord is baptising, 
and a question arises between the Jews and 
John's disciples about purifying. The enemy 
will always raise questions if he can. Satan 
is at the back of things, do not forget that. 
I remember somebody saying once, referring 
to another, " Well, poor fellow, I do not 
think he understands what he is doing." 
No, perhaps he does not, but Satan does; 
Satan is at the back. Well, these disciples 
of John come to him and say, The One that 
you bear witness to, the same baptises in 
Jordan and all go to Him. Now this means 
—you have made a mistake, you bear witness 
to that One, and now all go to Him and no 
one to you. What was the effect on John ?. 
He shews the place that blessed Person had 
in his soul. " He that cometh from above 
is above all." Then comes that beautiful 
word, He that hath the bride is the bride
groom [that is the earthly bride] : but the 
friend of the bridegroom rejoices greatly to 
hear his voice . . . . he must increase, but I 
must decrease. How the principle of " the 
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Lord alone shall be exalted" had got into 
John's soul! Had he made a mistake ? No ; 
of course (he says) He is going to increase, 
and I am happy to go into the shade. Dear 
friends, let us make no mistake. It is just 
as the truth of what we have been going 
over has its place in our souls that we are 
ready to go into the shade, that Christ may 
come into prominence. Then we are de
lighted for God's beloved Son to have His 
own proper place. God will only have the 
whole heart. And just as our hearts are 
won, and the truth has its place in our souls, 
we shall, like John, be happy to go into the 
shade for the blessed Person of Christ to be 
exalted and shine to the eclipsing of our
selves. 

Now just a simple and practical little 
word. Think of the meetings, and what 
often comes in ? All kinds of failings and 
jealousies. The principle, " The Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day," will sweep 
it all out. If you want a place in the meet
ing, it is to displace Christ, and you are 
certain to lose it! We are only spiritually 
great in proportion as Christ comes into 
prominence, and as Christ shines in us. We 
are only great as Christ is seen and we 
are displaced. The practical effect of the 
truth upon us is what we have just seen in 
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these two men. We shall, like Abraham, be 
characterised by spiritual dignity because 
we are conscious that we have got far better 
than the world's best, and like John we shall 
be content to disappear. Our only desire 
will be to see God's blessed Son—the MAN 
that God delights to honour—in His own 
proper place and be delighted by Him com
ing into prominence, and also rejoice that 
He increases but we decrease. 

May God in His own great grace work 
that these principles may not be only seen 
in scripture, but seen in every one of our 
lives, that we may practically answer to the 
truth in these last days, and be found true to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 



THE PURPOSE OF GOD. 

(NUM. xv. 1-7, 17-41.) 

FOR two or three weeks past we have been 
speaking a little about the world to come, 
and this evening I want to have a word or 
two on the importance of the purpose of 
God. All God's purpose is in view of the 
world to come, but that does not mean for a 
moment that it is future in regard to our 
entering into it, nor as to the enjoyment of 
it in our souls, because the whole of the 
world to come is set before us in Christ, and 
the holy Spirit of God is given so that we 
may be livingly in the enjoyment of the 
purpose of God that will be brought to pass 
actually in its fulness in the world to come. 

The chapter we have read is a most 
remarkable one, and it has a very special 
and practical voice to us to-day. First I 
want you to notice the place which this 
chapter occupies. You remember what had 
taken place in chapter xiv. The word of 
God's purpose had been presented to them. 
It is the word of God's purpose, or the 
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gospel of God's purpose, which is referred 
to in Hebrews iv., that is set forth in Num
bers xiv. They did not hearken to the 
word. But it is not a question of the word 
by which they were delivered out of Egypt, 
it is the good word of God in connection 
with His purpose—God's thought for His 
people in the land of Canaan. That is pre
sented to them in chapter xiv., and as you 
know that word was refused by the people. 
Then chapter xvi. gives us the apostasy, it 
is the rising up against Moses and Aaron, 
figuratively refusing Christ as King and 
Priest, and there you get the climax of evil 
—the apostasy. 

I want you to think for a moment what a 
serious pathway ours is at the present time. 
We do well to have before us the gravity 
of the present moment. We have many 
privileges, but we have to tread a serious 
pathway, and there could not be a more 
solemn moment than the present, because 
the testimony of God's purpose has been 
refused. I am speaking with regard to 
God's people on this earth as a whole. The 
testimony of the purpose of God has been 
refused in a most definite and distinct way, 
and the great effort, and I believe one of the 
leading features that characterises Satan's 
movements to-day, is to seek to connect the 
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things of God with man in the flesh, and to 
bring these precious things down so that 
the mind of man may take them up. This 
great and general effort of the enemy to 
bring the things of God to the level of the 
natural man, soon eventuates with the 
denial of man's ruin, and consequently of 
the Saviour. So you can see what a solemn 
device Satan has in view, and that is the 
trend of things to-day, and it could not be 
more serious. The testimony of God has 
been refused and what is immediately before 
us, if we think of the history of things on 
earth, is the apostasy. Thus everything is 
preparing for the one great climax—to set 
aside the blessed person of Christ as King 
and Priest through the acceptance of the 
Antichrist. This being so, is not the pre
sent moment a serious one for us ? 

Now, dear friends, in such a state of 
things we do well to raise the question, 
what will be our salvation ? There is only 
one thing, and that is to enter into present 
enjoyment of the purpose of God, and there 
is nothing else which can possibly keep us 
from being swept away; so our present 
salvation really lies in our entering into it. 
It is not possible to stand in a day like this 
for God unless we know in our souls what 
it is to have entered into God's purpose. 
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Nothing can give stability for God unless 
we know something of the enjoyment of the 
purpose of God. We have to remember 
that to enter into the purpose of God costs 
us something. When I say entering in, I 
mean entering into it vitally. I may speak 
about it, but that does not prove I have 
entered into it. It is what my life declares, 
not my words only, and my life should 
correspond with my words. It was so with 
the Apostle Paul, and I believe that with 
every real soul it is so. I repeat, that in 
this day of departure and ruin, the one thing 
that will really save us is entering into the 
purpose of God, because if that is not 
known, it is impossible to stand for Him. 

Now I would like to say a few words as to 
the purpose of God, so that we may be able 
to distinguish the thought of God's purpose 
from His meeting our need. God does meet 
our need. The first thing that has to take 
place is that our need has to be met. That 
is on our side. When He comes out in con
nection with man's need, He does so on 
behalf of all men, but when we learn what it 
is to have had our need met, then we see that 
it was in view of His purpose. What I 
understand by the purpose of God is this, 
that it is that which God thought of for the 
satisfaction of His own heart, outside all 
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thought of our need. There was our need, 
but God has thought of a great deal more, 
and His world will be made up of that which 
is outside of what meets the need of man. 

Now we will refer to the people of Israel. 
God brought them out that He might bring 
them in. Bring them in where ? They were 
poor slaves in Egypt, they did not exactly 
need the land of Canaan. They needed to 
be delivered from a tyrant, but the heart of 
God thought of a good land for His people 
—a land dependent on the blessing of 
heaven, where His people would never be 
independent of Him, but where everything 
would connect them with the blessed God 
who had thought of everything for them. 
There is a beautiful little word in chapter 
xiv., "If the Lord delight in us, he will bring 
us in." If the Lord delight in us! Does 
not the Lord delight in you? Not simply 
as one of those whose need He has come in 
wonderful grace to relieve, but as one of 
those whom He has chosen. He has 
thought of everything that He possibly 
could for you, and what He has thought of 
for you, and the place He has given you, is 
for the satisfaction of His own heart, and 
those that He delights in will be the people 
that will come into His purpose. They are 
loved in a sovereign way and are brought 
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in to satisfy the heart of God. Is it not 
very encouraging for us to see that God 
in His great goodness has taken us up to 
satisfy the need of His own heart ? He 
must satisfy His heart, and in His great 
purpose He takes us up to that end. 

I will give a simple illustration to convey 
the thought. Suppose you saw a boy on 
the road and he was very hungry, and you 
take him food. This was absolutely neces
sary. It would be nice and he would appre
ciate it. But if you said, " Do you know 
why I have brought you that food ?" he 
would reply, " Because you were kind and 
wanted to meet my need." " Yes, but I have 
a secret," you respond, " and that secret is 
that I want to have you with myself." Then 
you make known your love to that boy, and 
that you have great thoughts in connection 
with him. This is far more than meeting 
his need; you met his need because you had 
a secret purpose in regard to that boy. So 
God has a secret purpose in His heart in 
regard to His people, and if we want to 
stand for God we must be brought in our 
souls into the enjoyment of His great pur
pose; and the man that turns his back on 
the purpose of God will very soon drift and 
be carried away with the current. People 
bring forward all kinds of arguments, but 
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it does not matter what their arguments are, 
they will be swept away unless they are 
held by the power of the Spirit of God 
on the line of His purpose. You must not 
think that it is a special class of Christians 
who enter into the purpose of God. For 
if you believe and have received the Spirit, 
it is the object of the Spirit to lead your 
soul into the enjoyment of the purpose of 
God. 

Now turn to chapter xv., it comes between 
chapters xiv. and xvi., and the Lord speaks 
there of His purpose. Though it has been 
refused in chapter xiv. and there is apostasy 
in front in chapter xvi., still the Lord says, 
" When ye be come into the land." Nothing 
can set aside God's purpose, and I want to 
put before you some of the marks and re
sults of entering into the purpose of God. 
If you enter into the purpose of God, there 
will be certain results, and more results than 
one, but 1 confine myself to what is found in 
this chapter. " When ye be come into the 
land," what is the first result ? The very 
first characteristic is that there will be "re
sponse." It is impossible for a person to be 
in the enjoyment of the purpose of God with
out response, and that is shadowed forth in 
this chapter. " When ye be come into the 
land . . . . and will make an offering by 
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fire unto the Lord." You cannot have a 
people in the land and not have an offering 
people; if you are in the land it is impos
sible not to be one of the offering people. 

In John iv. the Lord speaks to the woman 
of a fountain of water which He would give 
springing up into everlasting life. The 
Spirit is given to us as life that we may be 
in the enjoyment of all the love of God re
vealed in the blessed Person of the Son, 
and His whole purpose. The person thus 
led by the Spirit into the enjoyment of 
the purpose of God would be a worshipper. 
So in this chapter the moment they should 
come into the land the Lord says, as it 
were, " I shall get a response." Is not 
that a great thing ? I believe it is an im
mense and important principle for us to
day. I think you find it in the books of the 
minor prophets. In the Book of Malachi 
God says to His people that they are to 
bring tithes into His house, and then He 
says, " I will open you the windows of 
heaven and pour you out a blessing." If 
there were more entering into the purpose 
of God, there would be more response, and 
if there is response God will give an answer, 
and there will be wonderful results. 

In connection with drawing near we read of 
the " offering "; and it is remarkable how you 
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get a meat and a drink offering brought in. 
The moment you come into the enjoyment 
of the purpose of God we begin to look 
at everything in a new light, and we are 
now able to look at things more from God's 
standpoint. You look out at them from 
the centre; you no longer look at them 
in connection with yourself, but you see 
them in connection with God and the 
glory of His name, and you begin at once 
to look on everything from a different point 
of view. Now I have heard it said, But it 
people get on that line they will be spoilt for 
this, and that, and so-and-so. The truth is if 
you do not go on that line you will be spoilt. 

Now notice you get in the burnt offer
ing the death of Christ, and in the meat 
offering the Person of Christ, and then the 
drink offering, which prefigures the joy of 
the Spirit. You not only look at everything 
in a new light, but everything will find 
its proper place. What will regulate us 
properly so that things are held in an even 
balance is this—entering into the purpose of 
God ; if we do, everything will be gradually 
held properly balanced in our souls. The 
first thing is the burnt offering, the death of 
Christ, and in proportion to our apprehen
sion of the death of Christ, there will be 
the apprehension of the Person of Christ, 
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and in proportion to those two there will 
be the joy produced by the Spirit of God. 

Now think of that for a moment, the more 
we know of the death of Christ the more 
we will know of the Person of Christ, and 
the more we know of the Person of Christ 
the more we will know of the death of Christ. 
What is it makes that death what it is for 
God and for us too ? It is because of who 
He is that went into death, and the more we 
enter into who and what that Person is, the 
more we see the value of what is effected in 
that wonderful death, and just according to 
our apprehension by the Spirit of that 
Person and His death, that will be the 
measure of our joy in the power of the 
Spirit. Remember it can only be by en
tering into the purpose of God that you 
will have a proper estimate of things, and 
your apprehension of the Person and death 
of Christ will be the measure of your joy 
through the Spirit of God. Now all that 
is in connection with an offering people, 
a responsive people, a people drawing near 
to God. 

A very remarkable thing comes out in 
this chapter, and no man would ever have 
written in this manner. The Spirit of God 
speaking of a people responsive to God 
as an offering people, and the very next 
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thing is a little bit of dough. Directly the 
Spirit of God has spoken of there being 
a responsive people in connection with all 
His offerings, and the portion of the meat 
and drink offerings, then what does He 
say ? " When ye become into the land 
whither I bring you, then it shall be, that, 
when ye shall eat of the bread of the land, 
ye shall offer up an heave offering unto the 
Lord. Ye shall offer up a cake of the first 
of your dough for an heave offering." You 
will not eat any bread till you have brought 
me a little bit of dough. That is very 
remarkable, and I should like to say this, be
cause I think it is of great importance, that 
it is only when we enter into the enjoyment 
of God's purpose, that we can in the power 
of the Spirit answer to the mind of God in 
daily life. God has now brought in a new 
order of things in Christ Jesus and unless 
the reality of that is known our response in 
daily practice must be deficient. 

To-day is the day of Christianity, and our 
piety must be according to what is in Christ 
Jesus. Where the Spirit of God is speaking 
of the new creation in Galatians, He says, 
" Walk according to this rule." Now the 
outcome of entering into the purpose of God 
is this—that there is not only an offering 
people responsive to God, but He is brought 
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into the daily life so minutely that there is no 
bread eaten without God having His por
tion. What an important thing it is to be 
exercised so that we are not simply occupied 
with that which meets the need of man, 
but are in the enjoyment of all that God 
has brought in for the satisfaction of His 
heart and the glory of His great name. 

When they came into the land they brought 
even the first of their dough. That simply 
amounts to this, on the one hand we should 
be an offering people, and on the other hand 
God is brought into the most minute detail 
of everyday life, because everything is taken 
up in the light of the purpose of God. That 
is (to put it into other words), everything is 
looked at in the light of " that day," in the 
light of God's world. It is not merely that a 
man knows that the Lord is gracious, but he 
has before him those things that are going 
to abide for the pleasure of God, and his 
whole life is lived in view of it. 

Think of Philippians iii. We get there 
an example of the fulfilment of a few words 
in Ephesians iii. In the prayer, the apostle 
prays that the Christ might dwell in their 
hearts, and this is seen in Paul in Philippians 
iii. The apostle had spoken of the "height, 
depth, length, and breadth " alluding to the 
vast scene of glory that God is going to 
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bring in, but it is of the greatest im
portance that the One who is the centre 
of it all should dwell in our hearts, so 
that we should be able to look at every
thing from the centre. Then in Philippians 
iii. you get the practical result in the apostle 
consequent upon that being true. 

Let us look at one or two things that 
are found in that scripture. You remember 
what he says when he first came to know 
the Lord. He counted everything loss for 
Christ. Had he changed his judgment re
garding things of this age? Did he look 
upon them more favourably ? Did he think 
that if he had his time over again he would 
be more careful and avoid a pathway of suf
fering for Christ ? The apostle has no regret 
of that kind, but after passing through suffer
ing untold he not only counted everything 
loss, but filth. It is not as in our translation, 
"dung;" that is valuable, but filth is abso
lutely worthless. It is all loss for the excel
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, and filth, "that I may gain Christ." 
And if we are going on with God, and if our 
souls are brought to and entwined round 
that blessed Person—God's Son—the centre 
of that vast system that is going to fill the 
universe of God, the present world will 
become nothing to us but " filth." And 
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notice the things the apostle calls filth are 
the very things that are so greatly valued 
in these days. People think a great deal of 
position in this life. He was a Hebrew of 
the Hebrews, and had many advantages, but 
he says, all is filth and of no value on account 
of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord. He is the One who is the 
centre of an order of things so great that 
everything else was filth—that which is to 
be swept out of the way on account of being 
a positive nuisance. There was a man who 
had gone on with God and who was kept in 
the enjoyment of the purpose of God, and 
so was maintained for God here. 

The next thing in our chapter is pro
vision for the congregation and an individual 
sinning ignorantly. God is very gracious. 
Are our hearts just set to please the Lord ? 
That is the great point. All make mistakes, 
but if our hearts are intent on pleasing the 
Lord, and we are set to go His way, then 
He will come in in mercy and not bind 
us to our mistakes. Paul made a great 
mistake in going up to Jerusalem. It was 
a very serious matter, and it was because 
he had for the moment the good of man 
before him instead of simply the purpose 
of God. The Lord had told him they would 
not listen to him, but he felt that he must 
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try, and alas! he fell so low as to say, " I am 
a Pharisee." That is the lowest point that 
Paul reached. 

Now I am going to read something into 
the scripture that is not there, but 1 believe 
the effect on Paul when he thought of 
what he had said shewed him where he had 
got to so that he judged the root of it all. 
Then the Lord stood by him the same night 
and said," Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness also at Rome." Not 
a word about his failure. It is all judged, 
and the Lord comes in in priestly grace and 
says, Now, Paul, you wanted to witness 
for Me, and you shall go and witness for 
Me at Rome likewise. If a man is really 
set for God in the main, the Lord comes in 
and brings real blessing to His servant. How 
different with Demas! No restoration to the 
path of testimony! We do not read anything 
of him except that Dcmis had departed hav
ing loved this present age. It was not "age" 
in a wicked sense—nice comfortable quar
ters, no doubt—but he had departed. 

These two cases are sufficient to shew the 
difference. One is set to go God's way, 
and though he makes a mistake God over
rules it, because his heart was set to please 
Him and to go His way; but the other 
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man's heart was not true to the Lord, and 
it was only a question of a little time and 
that man departed into Thessalonica. Not 
where there was no meeting, but he went 
there having loved this present age. We 
have seen that in the case of the man or 
the congregation sinning ignorantly there is 
provision for it, but if a person sins pre
sumptuously there is nothing for him but to 
fall out of rank, he is cut off. We must see 
that we are watching, we are on the eve 
of the Lord's return and will He find us 
sleeping? We must see to it that we are 
held by the truth of God, so that we may 
be ready to respond to that voice which 
is going to sound to call His people into 
the presence of His Father. 

At the close of the chapter the Lord speaks 
to Moses, telling the people through him 
to make them fringes to their garments and 
bind upon them a riband of blue. This 
speaks to us of what should come out in our 
lives, but we must remember that there can 
be nothing for God save that which is the 
result of Christ being formed in them. In 
daily life we can only come out in the heavenly 
colour as Christ is formed in us by the 
Spirit. In the Old Testament time there was 
a material riband of blue, but now it is only 
as we know what it is in the power of 
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the Holy Spirit of God to be led into the 
enjoyment of our place in association with 
that blessed Person who is the heavenly One, 
and as we are formed in association with 
Him, that the heavenly colour can be seen 
in our lives here. Therefore if a man in his 
soul comes into the enjoyment of what is 
bound up in the purpose of God the heavenly 
colour comes out in every detail of his life. 
The teaching of holy scripture is so clear 
that there is no excuse for making any mis
take regarding it. If we are in the enjoy
ment of the purpose of God the heavenly 
colour will be seen. And if there is not that 
manifested in all our ways it is because there 
is no real enjoyment by the power of the 
Spirit of what is connected with the world 
God is forming. 

Only a few weeks ago a man said to me, 
" But you do not mean that this refers to 
business, do you ? " I do mean it. If you 
have entered into the purpose of Gad you 
cannot take up business or anything else on 
the lines of the man of the world. If you do, 
you do not know anything about the first 
principle of God's world, because if you 
knew God's principles in your soul you 
could not take up anything as the natural 
man takes it up. You may do the same 
things, but the motive is different. There is 
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the heavenly colour seen in it. You have, 
through being brought to know the Person 
of Christ, another object in view, and that 
predominates in your soul, and therefore 
what is of God shines to His praise. I have 
been in business and know the difficulties 
connected therewith ; still, I do say that if in 
our souls we are brought to know God re
vealed in the Person of His Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the centre of the vast pur
pose of God, it will affect us in the details of 
everyday life. Then the heavenly colour 
shines in everything, and if we think that it 
can be shut out it will be ruination to us, 
and can only end in spiritual shipwreck. 
The whole of the world to come will have a 
heavenly character because every influence 
will be from above, and every principle that 
is of God will be heavenly; and according 
as we know at the present time what it is 
to live in the light of God's world, and of 
Christ as the centre of it, there will be this 
result to the glory and praise of God. 

Now, in closing, I would say to the 
youngest, see that your face is set directly 
to seek the Lord, so that you in your soul 
may come more into the enjoyment of His 
purpose, and as sure as you do, you will be 
supported, and will prosper in your soul. 
Then you will go on, and will be able tc 
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stand for God. Further, the result of being 
brought into the enjoyment of God's pur
pose is that there will be response from 
you for God; all things will be properly 
regulated in, and for you—the death and 
Person of Christ, and the corresponding 
joy, by the Holy Spirit of God ; and thus 
when you are come into the land you 
will bring the first bit of your dough— 
the heave offering to Him. It is no com
mandment to you, but you do it ; life 
bears fruit to His praise. And then you 
know that there is what we have spoken of 
about sinning ignorantly; but to sin pre
sumptuously just means to be cut off; and 
then the chapter ends up with the ribband of 
blue, shewing that by entering into the 
purpose of God the heavenly colour is 
brought into the most minute detail of 
daily life. 

May God lead us more into the enjoyment 
of His purpose that there may be these 
results to His praise and glory. 

^ 1 * 1 ^ 
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