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Our Great High Priest. 

(EXODUS, CHAPTER XXVIII.) 

HE High Priest in his glorious robes, leads 

the eye to gaze on the wondrous Being 

Himself, in Whom all types centre, and 

to Whom all the prophets point. If we 

go over this chapter we shall see new beauties in 

our Great High Priest—for what is Scripture for, 

but to see His glories ? 

From the beginning, dress has been symbolic. 

After the fall of man, God used dress to suggest 

His plan of salvation. The dress of the High Priest 

is designed to set. forth the offices of the Saviour. 

Bezaleel and his co-adjutors, being filled by the 

Spirit with wisdom, could never make an unmeaning 

dress. This dress was always to be worn, except 

on the Day of Atonement, when the High Priest 
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entered in the dress of a common priest into the 

Holiest of all (Lev. xvi. 4), for then he was going 

to the true High Priest, to One who was Himself 

to become the Great High Priest of His people. 

These garments, in New Testament light, fit Christ. 

The EPHOD symbolizes the humanity of the Son 

of God. Meet in His own person, He must wear 

it ere He can officiate as priest. 

On the shoulders, Two ONYX stones, graven 

with the names of the children of Israel, typify the 

work of Redemption. That it was on the shoulders 

they were worn, symbolizes the greatness of the 

work. 

The BREASTPLATE, with four rows of gems, 

shows Christ as bearing the names of His people 

on His heart before the Throne. He carries the 

name, person, and care of each before God. They 

are engraved on two common stones on His 

shoulders, but when the work is done, they become 

precious, and as gems they shine on His Breast

plate. 

GOLDEN CHAINS from the wings of the Ephod to 

the Breastplate, mean, that those for whom He 

bled are redeemed, and that it is the redeemed for 

whom He bled. 

On the shoulders, the preciousness of His 
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people is not brought out. When redeemed, their 

beauty shines before the eye of God. 

U R I M and THUMMIM—meaning Light and Per

fection—symbolizes the Holy Spirit. The people 

of God have a new nature, illuminated by the 

Spirit, and being thus illuminated, and themselves 

precious gems, they are all lustrous. 

The ROBE OF THE EPHOD, is the intercession of 

Christ. 

The GIRDLE that He bound round Him, is the 

human nature from which He is never to be 

dissevered. 

The MITRE, with " Holiness to the Lord " on its 

forefront, symbolizes all that He is, as the Holy 

One of God, and as such, He pleads for us when 

we fail. 

POMEGRANATES and BELLS—the one His precious 

merits through His work, and the joyful sound of 

the bells we hear whenever souls are quickened, 

and revival work goes on. The worshippers saw 

not the High Priest, but they heard the sound of 

the bells, so every sinner saved, new-born, and 

brought in, is evidence that Jesus lives. 

B 
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The Ephod. 
T H E Ephod was the most important part of the 

dress. Whatever else Aaron had on, he must wear 
that. Every other part of his dress was in connection 
with the Ephod, for we read of the girdle of the 
Ephod, the blue robe of the Ephod, etc., and of 
other parts that were fastened to it. It was the first 
piece which, in order, the High-Priest Aaron must 
put on, and in order that the Lord Jesus Christ 
could take up our case He had first to assume 
human nature. There are other things in connec
tion with His office, but like us He must be robed 
in the ephod of humanity. It was of linen, woven 
linen, suggesting that the ephod was taken from 
earth. It was "Fine,"—spotless; for " in Him 
was no sin." "Twined l inen;" for in Him were 
no loose affections or desires—every emotion was 
perfectly under control. Of Blue ; showing that He 
came from heaven. Of Scarlet; the colour of flesh 
and blood. And of Purple ; the union of the scarlet 
and the blue. At one moment, in tired and 
exhausted human nature, He is asleep on a pillow ; 
the next, in all the majesty of Godhead, He 
commands peace to the winds and stillness to the 
waves. In His greatest humility, He was ever the 
" 1 AM"(Johnxvi i i . 5). 
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Fine linen, is the emblem of purity. He was 

purity when He assumed humanity at Bethlehem ; 

and the linen was still fine, when for two days, He 

laid it aside at Calvary, and it is just as fine now. 

The Son of God, in humanity, was unstained. 

Wherever He was, it was always fine linen. He is 

ever the same at all times. The path of the Holy 

One is one; from His goings forth in Eternity 

(Micah v. 2), until the Cross, and as nearer and 

nearer He came, in all the dignity of His person, 

all His person is there. The same Person that was 

in the bosom of the Father hung upon the Cross. 

The love which was in the Father's bosom from 

eternity was told out upon the Cross. As a sunbeam 

is the same pencil of light shining on earth that 

left the sun, so with the Son of God. It was He 

who said, " Let light b e ; " He who spoke to Adam 

in the garden ; but then it was God in darkness ; 

but nearer and nearer He came, until He reached 

the manger and the Cross. It must be an Ephod 

that became Him, without imperfection, or taint of 

impurity. 

When we say, " Christ took human nature," we 

must remember that we do not know what human 

nature is, for all that we have ever seen of human 

nature is tainted, diseased, dead. That was not the 
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human nature that the Lord Jesus assumed. He 

came in " the likeness of sinful flesh;" not in it. 

God had to work a miracle to prepare a body for 

His Son. He was more in the likeness of human 

nature than Adam, for He was born of a human 

mother, conceived by the Holy Ghost. The 

Scriptures call the Lord Jesus the last Adam, 

showing His distinctness from the first. The first 

Adam did not represent Christ, for Christ in His 

human nature stands out distinct from all before 

Him. Before He was born, He was called " that 

Holy Thing." There is a great tendency to make 

Christ like Adam, but He was greatly different 

from him, still more from us. Adam proved to be 

bad in the midst of good; Christ was good in the 

midst of evil. Whenever Adam was tempted, sin 

entered ; but in Christ there was no sin—God was 

in Him. 

And He differed more from us. Like two 

mirrors, the one unsullied, unbroken; the other 

shattered to atoms. And if you will say the first 

was broken through sin, that only makes the 

difference greater, for it was His love to us, bursting 

out and breaking the human vessel. Sin breaks 

into us from without, and has got a perfect habita

tion in us. 
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It is sometimes asked if He could have sinned. 

It may with equal reason, be asked, Could God 

lie, or cheat, or steal ? Even we cannot do such 

things, for John says of the Christian : " He cannot 

sin, because he is born of God" (1 John iii. 8)— 

out of God. If Adam had not sinned, he could 

not have died; he was scatheless as long as he was 

innocent. But Christ was more than innocent: 

He was holy. Christ could not die till sin was laid 

upon Him. When the Jews sought to cast Him 

down headlong, He would not have been killed 

even had He been cast down. 

It is asked again : Was not Christ mortal? Dr. 

Johnson defines "morta l" : (1) That must d ie ; (2) 

That may die. The second only belongs to Christ. 

He need.not die unless He pleased. " N o man 

taketh My life from Me " (John x. 9). He need not 

die till His hour was come, then He might die. 

We must have correct views of the Person of Christ. 

Give up the Person of Christ, and you give up 

everything. We may have as much religion as we 

like, but give up this, then there is no hope neither 

for you nor for me. 

But it is said, He went down to Egypt to escape 

death, and when the Jews would have stoned Him, 

He passed through their midst. True; but 
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remember, He had veiled His glory. He would 

be dependent on His Father; He had taken the 

form of a servant, and He would maintain it. At 

the transfiguration, He says: " Tell the vision to 

no man." After He had worked a miracle, He 

would not have it known. We, in our natural 

state, having done some great thing, would like 

every one to hear of i t ; but He did not cry, neither 

did any man hear His voice on the streets. He 

sought not glory from men. He knew who He 

was. He knew His Father loved Him; that He 

ever dwelt under His smile. That was enough for 

Him, and He did not want men's applause. He 

was above it. God was enough for Him. But 

heaven was opened at His birth ; hell was moved at 

His death, and when He wanted money, a fish 

brought it to Him in its mouth. He would not 

show who He was; He would not cast Himself 

from the Temple, though certainly He would have 

come safely to the ground. But, then, He must 

have ceased to be the obedient, dependent Servant. 

God might show who He was, when God's time 

was come. He Himself would not move a finger. 

But you often see the glory He loved to hide, 

and that under the ephod of His humanity was the 

mighty God. The ephod in which was gold 



OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 15 

interwoven—and gold in the Mosaic books is the 
type of Divinity—Divine righteousness. The Div
inity shines from Him at Cana, when He appeared 
as Creator; when Simeon, full of the Holy Ghost, 
blessed, not the Babe but the parents, and when 
the Magi worshipped the Babe. He is always the 
same Being wherever He was—in the Father's 
bosom, in the Virgin's womb, on the Cross, still 
ever the same. 

There are five offerings in the Old Testament: 

1. The Burnt Offering. 

2. The Meat Offering. 

3. The Peace Offering. 

4. The Sin Offering. 

5. The Trespass Offering. 

In the last, or Christ bearing our sins (Leviticus 
v. 6), God speaks stronger of holiness than in any 
of the others, for when Christ was deserted by God 
then He was most holy. At Calvary He seems to 
die in wretchedness, but observe Isa. 1.3-6: " I clothe 
the heavens;" " I gave My back to the smiters." 
The same, not a different Son. The same Son 
under different aspects. Now the Being dwelling 
in light, now expiring on the tree. It is all the 
same Person of Christ, wherever He was. Never 
separate the two Persons. In the street, at the 



16 OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

well, He is present in the completeness and fulness 
of His Person, as much as on the throne of God. 

Though I am often spiritless and cold, Christ 
ever lives, and Christ is my life. Let a sinner look 
at a whole Christ, let him look and live. A man 
cannot be lost unless he brushes past the Mercy-seat 
and says : " I will go to hell," for the Mercy-seat is 
close beside him, and hell is not so near. It is by 
edging away from the Mercy-seat that a man is lost, 
for Christ is able to save to the uttermost. None 
is beyond the reach of His arm. You have but to 
drop into those arms and be saved. 

Look beyond that Ephod ; all the power of God 
was there—as the elements and the devils felt. 
All the wisdom of God was there; all the holiness 
of God was there—He could touch a leper and 
not be defiled. All the tenderness and love of 
God was there—He could sit on a well and talk to 
a poor, vile woman, of the Messiah who was come. 
When Pharaoh tried to destroy the children of 
the Israelites, the more they grew and multiplied. 
Though the bush burned it was not consumed, a 
type at once of the Church and of the Son of God. 

The fire of man's hate might burn against Him, 
but He was not consumed by anything from 
without. Ask the Philistines why they did not 
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consume the Ark that wrought so much mischief 

among them. Because a living God was there! 

As the smell of fire had not passed on the Chaldean 

youths, the taint of death was not in the nature of 

the Lord Jesus, nor could the Jews kill Him who 

was the Life. The miracle was, not that He could 

save Himself from dying, but that the Life could 

ever die at all. 

In Ephesians v. 30, we are told we are members 

of His body, but it does not say He is a member 

of our body, of our flesh or of our bones. He did 

not join Himself to us by taking human nature; nay 

we were not joined to Him till He had died out of 

that nature. He is not united to us by incarnation, 

but it is in resurrection life we are one with Him, 

in eternal life. As long as He lives a Man with 

flesh and bones, He has a life which He gives to 

us, and we become one with Him. We are only 

one with Christ in resurrection life. 

There never was any banishment from the 

presence of God in the humanity of the Lord Jesus. 

It is a false doctrine, that Christ took human nature 

and worked up into the favour of God; rather His 

life was a continual descent. He travelled down

wards till He reached the very lowest point, and it 

is that One we are now looking for and aiming at. 
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Christ suffered for righteousness in His life. He 
suffered for sin in His death. He suffered for 
righteousness from His opposition to all around 
Him. He was the Holy One in a world of sin— 
ever opposed. On the Cross He suffered for sin, 
never before. God never hid His face from His 
Son, till sin was laid upon Him, and that was on 
the tree. When the Lord Jesus died, He put away 
sin for ever, so that sin can never come up again. 
Sin was united to His mortal life, and that life He 
gave up, and being given up, He lived again in 
resurrection life—sin gone. 

Remember, your soul's salvation depends on 
your clinging to the Person of the Son of God, to 
the Rock, the Christ of the Bible. 

It was not the wood, nor the nails, that caused 
His sufferings most, but it was the settlement 
between Him and His Father about our sins, when 
God's wrath was aroused against His Christ. How 
great is the love of God, putting that sin on Him, 
and the love of the Son, in putting that sin away. 

It was the pure ephod of fine linen with the 
gold of His Divinity that made all His sufferings of 
value. Christianity is not only a person, or doctrine, 
it is a Divine and human Person; it is contact 
with Him—union with Him. That is Christianity. 
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The Girdle. 
W E must first find out what the Girdle means; 

whether it means as in the phrase " Girt about with 
truth "— that truth should encircle us, and that we 
should never let our affections and desires run wild, 
(as if there were nothing on earth to hurt us) till we 
get home, when there will be nothing our wishes 
cannot go after. It can hardly have that meaning, 
because there was nothing in Christ that could 
desire anything that the Father would not have 
Him desire. He did not require to rein in His 
affections, and keep them within a girdle. 

Neither is the reference to Isa. xi. 5, where it is 
the Kingly office, not the gracious favour of the 
High Priest that is referred to. The true idea is 
found in Isaiah v. 27. It is that there is no 
slumbering, weariness nor hesitation, but a steady 
on-going of that which is attempted and begun, till 
it is done. We read in 1 Samuel ii. 4, " they that 
stumbled are girded with strength," or in firm, 
unfaltering step to go on with what has been 
undertaken. As the Ephod showed the Son of 
God robing Himself in unfallen humanity, so when 
the girdle was around Him He became a servant, 
and He never gave up the servant's work, till He 
had gone through with it altogether. 
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Our Lord had many objects in becoming a servant. 

We may mention three. 

i. That He might serve His Father, and display 

the character of God. The devil and Adam had 

made it appear as if it were a bad thing to serve 

God, whereas Christ so loved to serve that He never 

gave it up, but He cleared the character of God, 

and contradicting Adam, showed how good is God. 

2. Love to us made Him take the Servant's 

form. " He loved the Church." Do not let that 

thought appear to your minds as a trifling thing. We 

may imagine Him saying to Himself, "Those whom 

I am about to save will not believe in My love, they 

will be slow to wake up to the reality of My unsel

fish affection, but at last as the truth breaks upon 

them, they will be won over, till they would gladly 

live a thousand lives for Me." 

3. His own glory, that He might be Head of the 

Church to all eternity, and for ever the source of 

every blessing to a ransomed creation. That 

prospect was so pleasing to Him, "that for the joy 

that was set before Him, He endured the Cross," and 

so He girt the girdle close around Him, and tied the 

ephod tight to Him, never to abandon them again. 

Very often when people begin a work they rue it : 

it is too much for them. If sincere, they will wish 
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they had never undertaken it. But He had plenty 

of time to look at each thing He had to do, each 

drop in the cup He had engaged to drink. 

But it may be said He faltered once, when He 

said, " If it be possible let this cup pass." Still, 

that does not contradict the fact that from Eternity 

He had it all before Him. Jesus " knowing all 

things that should come upon Him, went forth" 

(John xviii. 4). It is in proof of the perfection of 

His manhood that He trembled. We hear of men 

going callous to the gallows, but that is man fallen. 

It could not be done by a holy man. It is the part 

of a hardened sinner not to shudder at God's anger. 

Sinners dare to go before the face of God unchanged, 

but the perfect man will tremble. Nor did He ask 

the cup to pass. He only prayed that if there was 

any other way in which God could be glorified and 

sinners saved, that He might not drink it. For He 

knew that He came to suffer, as He says, " the Son 

of Man came to give His life a ransom." 

In Genesis there are three representative men, 

whose wives represent the church. 

Isaac is the type of the church brought to Christ 

by the Holy Spirit Jacob is the servant who goes 

to seek his wife. Joseph marries the Egyptian 

princess, and she reigns with him. All the glories 



22 OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

and attributes of His Godhead, all the personal 

qualities of His unfallen humanity were required 

for Him to stretch forth a helping hand to His 

people. There were times when His resolution 

was tested. For example, when Adam fell. For 

He loved us before—had loved us before we sinned, 

but then He stood to His love. He would not 

abandon us when we had fallen so low; and He 

would not only save us, but make us sons. His 

worshippers in glory, creatures like us who were 

almost in hell. It was tested when He was tried 

by Satan. It is a wrong view to suppose Christ 

was tempted to sin, but He was tempted to give us 

up. Satan tempted Him to throw aside the girdle, 

and drop the ephod. In the first temptation, the 

emphasis is on the word " man." Christ, as the Son 

of God, would have been perfectly holy if He had 

made the .stones into bread. But if He had done 

so He would have renounced the character of the 

Servant. It is the part of man to live in lowly 

dependence of His Heavenly Father's bounty, to 

get his bread only from His hand. In the second, 

the devil was right enough when he quoted Psalm 

xci., for certainly had He thrown Himself down, 

angels would have borne Him up, and He would 

have come safely to the ground, but then He would 
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have caused the people to run and enquire, " Is not 
this the Messiah?" and it was the Servant's part to 
veil His glory. 

Third, there was no sin in Christ desiring to 
possess the kingdoms of the world, for already they 
were His by promise, but Satan tempted Him to 
take them without the Cross, and that was not 
God's way. 

His resolution was tested on the Cross, when He 
hung naked and in agony on the tree, and when 
Jehovah laid on Him the iniquities of us all. But 
He stood the test, and when He had shown that 
He loved us, had saved us, and had told out the 
character of God, then He could say, " It is 
finished." 

And now in resurrection glory, He is the girded 
Servant still. 

One work finished, He began another. As in 
Exod. xxi., the Hebrew servant said, " I love my 
master, my wife, and my children. I will not go 
out free," so He bound around Him the ephod of 
resurrection humanity, and will reign till He has 
put down all power against God. He serves His 
people still. Alluding to this He says, " Other 
sheep I have, them also I must bring," and He is 
pledged to fulfil all His engagements. As if He 
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had said, " Even after my death, they will still 

believe I hate them, and want them damned, and 

that sin is better than My love, but after My death 

I will serve them still." So He ascends to the 

right hand of God, and sends the Holy Ghost, and 

sends forth His servants. So the service is carried 

on that the true character of God may be seen, by 

the under-servants, and in Him the upper Servant. 

Our part is to fall in with His design, to serve. Not 

so much to do great works for Him, but to show 

forth the true character of God, that the devil is a 

liar, and the heart of man deceitful. It is one 

grand piece of service the Head-servant carries on 

from the throne of God, telling out His character, 

that He is love, and that He may be believed in. 

So should we. " They went forth and preached 

everywhere, the Lord working with them." Christ's 

service is not done. In His next sphere of service, 

He will come down again in the Servant's form to 

clear away evil from the face of God, and shut it up 

for ever in hell The most precious part of the 

service of Christ is its voluntariness. He was not 

bound to be a servant at all. Every other being is 

bound to serve. Angels have no spare time; no 

spare power. Christ had to learn obedience as a 

new thing. Difficulties were in His way. The 
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Holy Son of God had to nerve Himself, and set 
His face like a flint. He was willing to endure it 
all. And now can any one pass to death or 
judgment unsaved ? No one knows what the wrath 
of God is but Christ, for no one tastes that wrath 
till after j udgment. We must never attempt to serve 
till we are first sons, then our service is: 

1. To wait for the Son of God from heaven. 

2. To tell out to men the character of God. 
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The Onyx Stones. 

T H E Onyx is not a very precious stone. The two 
onyx stones were fastened to the ephod (v. 12). 
" Thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders 
of the ephod." " Aaron shall bear their names 
upon His shoulders." The shoulder in Scripture is 
occasionally the place of honour. The Government 
shall be upon His shoulder'' (Isa. ix. 6). But 
most generally it is significant of burden. (See 
Isa. xiv. 25 : Psalm lxxxi. 6 : Matt, xxiii. 4). 

It can be proved that the name of the tribe Levi 
was omitted from the onyx stones and the breast
plate, and that the omission was supplied by the 
division of Joseph, so that both Ephraim and 
Manasseh were accounted each a tribe, God thereby 
showing that the burden on the shoulders of His 
Son was not His own. God took care that there 
should be no misunderstanding about this, for Levi, 
to which Aaron belonged, was consecrated to the 
priesthood. That tribe had neither part nor 
inheritance among the other tribes, and was not 
represented on the priest's dress. What that weight 
was on the shoulders of Christ, we are told in Isa. 
liii., as it was a most heavy one. The question 
arises ; Who were they whose names were upon the 
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stones, whose sins the High Priest bore ? The 

great controversy on this point arises from men 

having looked only at one side of God's truth, and 

not at the other. 

The truth of God is ever at least two-sided. One 

side of this truth is, that Christ put away from 

before God the sins of His own people. Another 

is, He bore the sins of all those who come to God 

through Him. In 2 Timothy ii. 19, one side of the 

seal is, " Jehovah knoweth them that are His ; " the 

other, "Let every one that nameth the Name of the 

Lord depart from iniquity." Do you want to know 

if you are one of His ? Then answer the question : 

Do you depart from iniquity? From the Divine 

point of view, the work of Christ is the putting 

away of sin. From the human side, it is redemption. 

In the Divine view, God has put away sin from 

before His face. Christ put it away by the sacrifice 

of Himself. Instead of sin, there is Christ before 

the throne of God. The putting away of sin is for 

God; redemption is for us. The blood-stained 

Mercy-seat is for all. Any one in the world may 

go to it, and touch it. As the Puritans used to say, 

" The death of Christ is efficient for His people— 

sufficient'for all the world." There is the Mercy-seat. 

Christ stained it with His blood. Whosoever that 
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is a sinner may go to it and touch it. Whoever 

toucheth that work will be saved, for the Lord 

Jesus gave His very life for them. 

Six names were on the one stone, six on the 

other. In one view of truth, they are the sheep ; in 

the other, they are all those who come to Him. 

They were two, and on the two shoulders, one on 

each, denoting the arduousness of the work that 

needed two shoulders for the burden. It was a 

work that required all His energies and power; all, 

and everything that was in Christ, to put those sins 

away. Not only some things in Him were necessary, 

but all. He gave up all. He "gave Himself." 

All His love, and goodness and grace were taxed, 

and strained to the utmost. Whatever was in 

Christ was required to put away sin, for on the 

Cross the wrath of God was poured out upon Him. 

He had always lived under God's smile and favour, 

till He reached that hour, but then He sustained 

the wrath of God on His head, and put sin away. 

There is a distinctness about the language of 

Scripture upon this subject, that we must observe : 

" Jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 

There was an actual transfer of guilt from us to 

Christ; not imputation merely, but reality—our 

sins actually laid upon Him. 
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When Aaron had confessed the sins of Israel 

upon the head of the goat, it was reckoned to be so 

unclean, that the man who led it away into the 

wilderness was unclean until the evening. Who 

could transfer sins from us to Christ, but God ? 

Christ literally took, and bore our sins. " H e bare 

our sins in His own body on the tree." "Behold 

the Lamb of God that taketh away (or " beareth 

away," margin) the sin of the world." Forgiveness 

in Hebrew, means "a lifting off." Sin is lifted off the 

believer, it was laid upon Christ. None but God 

could put it on Christ; none but Christ can carry 

it away. Then God can justify us. Observe, 

there is no connivance on God's part at sin. He 

justifies in open court, in the full glare of day. 

There is no winking at sin. God reckons us " not 

guilty," because He has put our sin on the should

ers of the Lord Jesus Christ. He carried it, and 

carried it away. 

But why did God put our sin on Him ? 

1. That He might " lay help upon One that is 

mighty." " The wages of sin is death." Sin was 

attached to the human nature of Christ. To put 

away sin He gave up His life. 

2. God was anxious that His righteousness 

should be fully satisfied, even if before He could 
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embrace us, His own Son must bear His wrath : 

" That He might be just, and the Justifier of him 

that believeth in Jesus." 

3. Christ was the Mighty One. Even if any 

other had been willing to bear it, none could do it 

but He. 

4. To give His grace free scope. He loves to 

forgive " freely," without reproach, at once, and 

for ever, so that sin can never come up again. 

5. That God might show the greatness of the 

love of Christ. Sin was laid upon Christ that we 

might learn what was in the heart of God. 

6. To show the loathsomeness of sin. 
7. That we might be clean for ever. 
The Stones were in ouches, or settings of gold. 

The two stones in their settings of gold—for gold 

symbolizes Divinity—are fastened to the ephod, to 

show how that our sins were, and we are bound tight 

to His humanity by the power of His Godhead. 

Nothing can separate us from Him. The ephod 

would be incomplete without these shoulder fasten

ings. 

Chains connect the stone on one shoulder to the 

stone on the other. The one set of six names are 

joined to the other six, to symbolize that one burden 

He bore—one weight. He died for you as much 
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as for me. One sorrow, one Cross—not for one or 
the other, but that each may say : " For me." All 
are connected together in that work. And after 
He had borne our sins and carried them on the 
Cross, He did not lay aside the onyx stones. In 
Luke xv. we find that when the Good Shepherd had 
lost a sheep, He went after it, and laid it on His 
shoulder, rejoicing. So are we bound to the ephod 
by the ouches of His Divinity, and carried on His 
shoulder. Chains connected both stones with the 
breastplate, on which shone a costly jewel for each 
tribe. Once redeemed, once washed, we are no 
longer mere onyx stones, but then, gems, and 
diamonds, all precious. 

Aaron was to bear the tribes as a memorial 
(ver. 12). This memorial is not of a living, but of 
a dead Christ. There can be no memorial of a 
living Christ, but there is one of all He did, and of 
all He suffered. "This do in remembrance of 
Me." " As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup ye do show the Lord's death till He come." 
This is the memorial of the Son of God dying for 
us, and it is a memorial to our own souls. For He 
carried my sins. As He would not give me up, and 
as there were sins on me, He sunk down under the 
load, till He had fully atoned for all. If any of 
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you die in your sins, sin will be bound for ever to 

you. Sin is now identified with the devil. If you 

touch him, you touch sin, but it is not yet so with 

man. Christ has done the work. Grace is free. 

No grace it was to Him, for it cost Him everything ; 

but it is grace to us. As it cost Him everything, 

and us nothing, there is salvation for you. Until 

you look at Christ you stand in your sins. One 

look at Him, and there is no condemnation. It 

seems so wonderful that anyone can reject this 

great salvation. There is only one thing more 

wonderful. That is that God can love us, and fold 

us to His heart for ever. 

In v. 13, the chains fastened to the ouches, show 

the connection between the Lord Jesus bearing the 

burden of the people of God when He died for sin 

on the Cross, with His bearing their names on the 

.breastplate before God, when, having redeemed 

them, He goes into the Holy place before God. 
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The Breastplate. 
T H E onyx suggests a people redeemed by toil, 

labour and effort, for the shoulder generally—and 
the shoulder always in Scripture, is an expression 
suggesting toil and burden, and the chains show 
that the redeemed are identified with those in 
whose behalf He stands, or rather sits, before God. 
Who are they on the breastplate ? The answer is 
simple. It is found in Hebrews vii. 2 5 : " H e is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them." They on the breastplate 
are those who come unto God by Him. I come 
Lord Jesus. And when I do in my spirit come, I 
know for a fact that my name is glittering on His 
breastplate. 

The doctrines taught by the various stones is, 
that in the Church of God there is much diversity. 
As is said in another place, " The body is not one 
member, but many," and "There are many mem 
bers but one body." The eye cannot say to the 
hand, " I have no need of thee" (1 Cor. xii. 21). 
We have here— 

1. The diversities of the people of God. 
2. The oneness of the people of God. 
3. The position of the people of God. 
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I . Before conversion their characters were as 

different as their faces, and this fact is not to be 

ignored Grace and the flesh are indeed opposed 

to each other, but by grace we do not lose our 

identity and individuality. We have a human spirit. 

It is quickened with the resurrection life of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, but it is our own spirit that is 

thus quickened. Before conversion we differed ; 

afterwards much more, because we were all led to 

Christ in different ways, and so we must not make 

our own experience a standard for others. It 

matters little how I have come, if I have come to 

Christ. That is the main point. And when we 

have come, some see one perfection in Him more 

than others. None see all His perfections—some 

are struck with one, others with another. When 

Christians take the love of Christ home to themselves, 

so as to say—" Who loved me, and gave Himself for 

me," you find some who are more struck with the 

depth of His love for them than others, they say, 

" Oh, that He should ever love such a sinner as I 

am !" Others are more struck with the height, 

and say, " Oh, that He should raise me up and take 

me home for ever to the Father's house." The new 

life does not annihilate the man. As the wind 

blowing through the cords of an /Eolian harp, makes 
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each give forth a different sound, so is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Peter, John and Paul were all 
born of the Holy Ghost, yet they were very different. 
In the writings of Paul one sees it was grace that 
occupied his soul. In John, it is the root of grace, 
the Person of the Son of God. Some get nearer to 
God than others, though all are children of the one 
family. As among natural children, some like to 
be fondled constantly by their mother; others are 
contented if they are in the room with her. 

Some serve more than others. It is not our own 
work. It is not only said to us, "Son, go work in 
my vineyard," but I believe He will find you the 
very work He would have you do. It is a blessed 
thing to know I am just doing what God would 
have me do. Some servants serve more under the 
eye of God than others. We are called not only to 
be servants, but to serve in communion with God. 
Some serve on a sick-bed. They think themselves 
useless, but they are serving in another way. 

Some die triumphantly—others die peacefully. 
And in the coming of the Lord, there will be a 
difference ; some will be taken out of their graves, 
others alive out of their chairs. 

Their names are written in Heaven. Name 
means character, as the Name of God is the character 



36 OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

of God. The High Priest takes up each one in his 

distinct character individually, and puts him on His 

breast-plate. Think of that action. If you come 

to Him, He is doing it to you. 

2. Their unity. All confess that they are 

sinners. Whatever they learn, they have got to 

learn this. All confess that there is only one 

Saviour for all. All have but one plea—the blood 

to put away sin, and a living Christ as their High 

Priest before God. All have the same enemies. 

What troubles me, troubles you. All have the 

same Breast to lean upon, and only one. He wants 

us to lay our whole weight there. All have one 

Hope—the coming of Christ; one Father; one 

Holy Spirit, who leads us on as we are able to bear 

it. One Shepherd; one High Priest. However 

various they are, all are borne together on their 

High Priest's breastplate. Here the jasper is 

mentioned last, but in the corresponding figure in 

Rev. xxi., the jasper is mentioned first, as if a 

character like the jasper is not less valuable to Him. 

All are equally dear—all pressed to the bosom of 

the great High Priest. The more the sun shines, 

the more strongly are colours brought out. The 

Lord Jesus makes those varieties in Divine Life to 

shine. Now we do not see them shine, because it 
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is night. Though " the night is far spent," still it 

is night. But when He comes, we shall see them 

shine. " The things that are not seen are eternal." 

All that work of a risen Christ will be seen then, and 

what a work God has been doing in darkness. God 

seems to like variety, and nowhere more than in the 

church. Not one believer is exactly like another. 

The glory of God is self-manifestation " in His 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus," and the more 

God comes to me in my need, the more He is 

glorified, and the more of God is told out. Those 

diversities of character go to set off each other. 

The breastplate is more beautiful, than if stones of 

one colour only glittered thereon. 

This does not mean that God loves differences 

of opinion, for we ought all to have the same mind 

and every Christian has every grace, for if he has 

the Holy Ghost in person he must have all graces. 

But the graces appear in diversified ways, though 

" Ephraim shall not envy Judah." 

One man calls himself a Calvinist, another an 

Arminian, but in so far as they are both taught of 

God they hold identically the same thing. They 

are not so far wrong in what they maintain, as in 

what they deny. The Calvinist says, " a certain 

number are elected to everlasting life," and there 
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he is right, if there is any truth in Scripture. But if 

he proceeds to say, that therefore "there are 

certain persons who may not come to Christ," there 

he is wrong. The Arminian maintains that " God 

is willing to save all those who come unto Him 

through Christ," which is truth. But if from this he 

argues that " there can be no election," there he is 

wrong. God the Holy Ghost never produces such 

contradictions. But men do, when they are not 

submissive to His teaching, when they won't give 

in, or lend an ear. I need all God's truth as it is 

revealed to me in His Word. If I fight against any 

part of it, I am not sanctified by the truth, and 

therefore I am a loser. 

3. The position of the people of God. They 

are not only on the shoulder, but upon the High 

Priest's heart. " Aaron shall bear the names of the 

children of Israel upon his heart" (v. 29). 

See also where the Breastplate is borne. 

1. It is borne as an ornament. 
2. It is borne where a mother presses her child, 

where the Good Shepherd lays His lambs, the 

Father His prodigal son. 

3. It is borne when He goeth in unto the holy 

place (v. 29). He has gone in now. If I have 

come to Him, for me He makes intercession. 
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4 It is borne before Jehovah. God cannot see 

Christ without seeing also a poor saved sinner like 

you or me. 

5. It is borne " continually "—eternally. Once 

bound, the chains do not let it swing about or get 

disjoined. 

" The names are on Aaron's heart when he goeth 

in unto the Holy place for a memorial before 

Jehovah continually'" (v. 29). 
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Urim and Thummim. 
W E have now seen the Lord Jesus Christ clothed 

with the spotless Ephod of humanity—girded with 

a Girdle of determined will—with the Onyx Stones 

as the type of the redeemed for whom He was to 

suffer—the Breastplate with the names of those 

He was to make intercession for—but it has been a 

question what the Urim and the Thummim could 

be. Some expositors think that they were two 

additional stones in the centre of the breastplate. 

To this theory there is the fatal objection that the 

stones are called twelve, not fourteen. Josephus 

thinks it is merely another name for the breastplate. 

Neither can that stand, because a full account has 

been given of the breastplate in the preceding 

verses. That finished, the historian proceeds with 

a new subject, giving directions about i t : "Thou 

shall put in the breastplate" (v. 30) it is said, 

showing that this is something distinct from the 

breastplate. I am inclined to think that there is a 

designed obscurity about this, as there always is 

in describing the Spirit's work. For as " T h e 

wind bloweth where it listeth," so is every one 

that is born of the Spirit (John iii. 4). It is 

observable that wherever God communicated His 
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will by the Urim and Thummim, the question was 
always put in such a form as that the answer should 
be " Y e s " or "No . " As for example, when David 
inquired whether he should go up against the 
Philistines. From that we may gather, that in 
asking God in this manner, the answer was not by 
an audible voice, for it is as easy for a voice to 
utter a sentence as a monosyllable. It might have 
been, according to one opinion, a light upon certain 
letters, or a light either from behind or from above, 
shining upon the breastplate. A light upon it 
might mean "Yes," no light might be "No." 
That is as far as we can go, without attempting to 
be wise above what is written. God certainly 
spoke to Israel in an audible voice, as in the case 
of Samuel (1 Sam. iii.), but the Urim and the 
Thummim put the High Priest in possession of a 
miraculous mode of conveying the Divine will. 

Now to pass to the antitype. There is first, the 
names of the people of God on the onyx stones, to 
typify the arduous work of redemption to be done. 
Then, when they are redeemed, there are not only two 
onyxes on the shoulder, but twelve gorgeous stones 
on the breastplate, signifying that when redeemed, 
they are beheld in Christ so beautiful before God. 
The connection between those redeemed, who are 

D 
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all that come unto God by Him, and those for 

whom He intercedes, is suggested by the chains of 

gold. Now there is the moment when light from 

behind or from above beams forth, when the dark

ness passes away, and the true light begins to dawn. 

Then we see in what relation we stand to redemption 

and intercession. When the light from heaven 

flashes upon the stones, then all true glory shines 

forth. The word Urim meaning "light." The 

first thing God does when He takes a sinner in 

hand, is to say: " Let there be light." As in the 

creation of the great world without, so in the re

creation of that other world, the " new man " within. 

"God who commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness hath shined in our hearts" (2 Cor. iv. 4). 

When the Lord Jesus died, " the graves were 

opened " (Matt, xxvii), and " the veil of the Temple 

was ren t ; " displaying at once corruption, nature 

ruined, and love in a risen Christ for men. 

Perhaps Heb. x. 32, refers to the Urim, in the 

use of the word " illuminated." When the light 

broke in upon their minds, then they saw things 

differently from before. They needed to see that 

there was a living God, and a loving God, and that 

God, in love, gave His Son to die, and that that 

blessed Son made a full salvation. The state of 
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nature is darkness. The natural man will still 

believe that God is his foe, and that he must be his 

own friend, and that there is no one to help him, 

or that after all he is not just so bad. He needs a 

flash of light, ere he will come to the bosom and 

the heart of God. He needs light to see his lost 

condition, and the fulness that is in Christ. If men 

could only see that God wants nothing of them, and 

that He loves them as sinners. That light does for 

them. Some are ignorant of the character of the 

blessed God. Wrapped up in their own unbelief, 

or the devil's lie, they think He hates them, or will 

deal mercifully in general, not with each soul in 

particular. Tell me your thoughts of God; I will 

tell you whether you are converted or not. 

The Thummim means "Perfection." Leaning 

on Christ, we have a perfect nature, the same 

nature as Christ Himself. When once light from 

heaven enters the soul, and you see God is not 

what you had dreamt He was; you have a new life 

that cannot die. When you believe in Christ, you 

do not get Adam's life nor an angel's life, but He 

gives you His own resurrection life. Christ takes 

your nature, and as a Man seats it on the throne 

of God, and He gives you His nature in you. It 

may be very feeble, but it is the same nature, the 
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nature of a Christ in resurrection. And this nature 

at once shows itself in seeking fellowship with God. 

There are three things every Christian desires, to be 

with Christ—to be like Christ—to see Christ. Not 

to be in heaven, for God might give you all His 

heaven, and you would be unsatisfied. But as sure 

as light leads upward to the sun, as surely does the 

new life desire these three things. The new life may 

not be much developed, but it is a new life to know 

that God loves you, that Christ died for you, that 

Christ lives for you, and as soon as you are set at 

liberty you want to be at home with God. Now, 

what you desire is the very thing God wills to give. 

The Spirit's work in you exactly corresponds to 

God's purposes concerning you. Observe this 

correspondence. Those very things you desire, are 

the very things God will give. Light and perfection, 

a new nature given to one who was engrossed with 

the world and never had an idea that God loved 

him, but now made God's child, made to enjoy 

Him. The Urim and the Thummim are always 

found joined together. For if God communicates 

light, He thereby gives a perfect nature. As that 

nature is begun, so it is developed and perfected. 

Grow, by keeping the eye fixed on Christ in glory. 

Whenever you get a ray of light on one of His 
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characters, as Shepherd, or Saviour, or High Priest, 

you rejoice again as you rejoiced at first. Since 

Christ is risen, there is now a distinct object to gaze 

upon. The Old Testament saints are always spoken 

of as believing. No object was visible for the eye 

of faith to gaze upon. Christ was held out as an 

object of hope to them, and on that their faith 

fastened. But now He has come and died and 

risen, and by faith we see Him. Now He appears 

in the presence of God' for us. Never to take the 

eye off that object for a moment is God's way of 

perfecting us. Light from the object streams in 

upon you. If we see Christ on the cross, we see 

sins taken away; when we see Him dead and 

buried, we see that sins can never come up again, 

but in resurrection life, we see there is now no 

condemnation; and when we see Him not only 

raised again, but crowned with glory and honour, 

we know what a welcome there is for you and for 

me. When this light flashes on the mind, a perfect 

nature is communicated from Christ. Conversely, 

when you are called to stand, not to move, but 

stand where God puts you right under His eye, in 

the nature of Christ, right into His presence, don't 

let the devil put you down, but take your stand 

there. God would have us rejoicing in His presence. 
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A Christian is not one down here looking up, but 

he is one up yonder looking down. I do not say 

realize this, for God has done it already. If Christ 

is in the grave, you are there, too; if Christ is in 

resurrection life, you are in that life, too. Then 

you need not work yourself up to get there; you 

are there already, and can look down. 

Light and perfection are reciprocal (Col. 1. 9). 

"Tha t ye might be filled with the knowledge of His 

will." There is the light. "That ye might walk 

worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing." There is the 

perfect nature developed. And again there is light 

comes, " increasing in the knowledge of God." By 

knowing Christ, we serve and bring forth much fruit. 

The opposite is seen in Eph. iv. 18,19. The under

standing is darkened, the heart is blind, and the fruit 

"all uncleanness with greediness." I alluded to the 

mysteriousness of this symbol. There is something 

about it that none can quite explain (See John iii. 8). 

A man becomes quite different, but he cannot 

exactly make out how. He sees not the operator, 

but He has believed God's love to him in His Son. 

"One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now 

I see." Mind, and thought, and will are all changed. 

Every time the light beams, Christ is communicatin 

the judgment of God ; and the judgment of God's 
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thoughts of you is either a 

you be saved, or will the 

judgment the other way? 

Thummim flashes either 

The judgment of God is 

For us all there is but this 

is nothing between. 

"Yes" or a "No . " Will 
High Priest bear your 

The Urim and the 
one way or the other, 
either "Yes" or " N o . " 
judgment or that, there 
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The Robe of the Ephod. 
T H E robe of the ephod was different from the 

ephod. It was blue, the ephod white. It was 
under the ephod. He put on the ephod that He 
might redeem, the robe of the ephod that He might 
intercede. One is for His atoning, the other for 
His intercessory work. Even in the Mosaic 
economy, those two are distinguished. The priest 
first slew the victim, then bore the blood into the 
holy place. In the ephod, the gold, blue, purple 
and scarlet, all its embroidery work was woven right 
into it, and made an integral part of it. In the 
robe, they were only appendages to it. In the 
atonement there was a necessity that He who made 
it had merit. The interwoven work shows that 
none but He had merit, and could make atonement, 
but in the robe the merits are separate from the 
work. It is not necessary that an Intercessor have 
merit. It is indeed true that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has abundant merit, but it is not needful for the 
idea of intercession. One without merit may plead 
for another, and might succeed or not in his suit, 
as we do when we pray for each other, or as angels 
may do. The Lord Jesus wears an Advocate's 
robe, the merits are additional. So that He not 
only pleads, but pleads successfully, having merits 
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to back His plea. The two works are separate. 

After He put sins away, He might have stopped, 

but after He had atoned, He goes on with His 

priestly work which He commences at the throne 

of God, on purpose to bring us where He is. 

His work as Intercessor was not commenced till 

He had risen again. John, chap, xvii., is given as a 

specimen of what His intercession would be, when 

He carried on our case in heaven. 

There is another difference. In the Atonement, 

the eye of Christ is on God. In Intercession, 

the eye of Christ is on His people. He first sees 

that God is no loser in forgiving us, and taking us 

to heaven, that His justice is not tarnished, that 

His holiness and purity do not suffer. Having then 

seen on the Cross to all the requirements of the 

Throne of God, He looks at us to see what we want. 

First, " Lo, I come to do thy will, Oh God," and 

God could not have or demand more. Then mount

ing to the Throne " He can have compassion on 

the ignorant, and on them who are out of the way." 

God, till the true High Priest came, would rather 

have a poor mortal represent Christ than an angel, 

because an angel could not sympathize with us, so 

He gave the work to a fallen man, one that could 

have sympathy with us. 
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How full of loving-kindness is the Lord Jesus 

Christ! First to see to the question of our sins, 

then to show His concern for us. The more this is 

reflected upon, the more the love of God and of 

Christ streams out. He has seen to our sins on 

the Cross, but then He was not satisfied, for He 

wants not only to put our sins away, but to have 

us ourselves. As a father seeing a wall between 

himself and his child, thinks it not enough to break 

down the wall, but picks up the child and folds 

him to his bosom. 

The ephod shows His work in one thing, the 

robe of the ephod in the other. First, He attended 

to what God required. As an Intercessor, He 

attends to what we require. The inner covering 

of the Tabernacle was curtains of blue, scarlet and 

fine twined linen, wrought with needle-work, then 

there was a covering of white, then rams' skins dyed 

red, and above that badgers' skins. The outer 

covering is a type of how the world looks at Christ, 

they see no beauty in Him. But remove the first, 

then you see Him as a Saviour, the next, you see 

Him as divinely pure, and then you come to God's 

own purity. 

Under His ephod, God sees the robe of His 

priceless merits. As man He has sat down on 
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God's Throne. But underneath His humanity are 

merits by which He pleads for us in God's eye. 

Even as man alone, beneath the ephod are merits 

by which He is entitled to appear before God, for 

by His own blood He entered into the Holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

Observe the care taken that the robe of the ephod 

be not rent. In ver. 32, we read, " I t shall have a 

binding of woven work round about the hole of it, 

as it were the hole of a habergeon (or coat of mail), 

that it be not rent." For it has to bear a great 

weight, the weight of all our sins, failures, back-

slidings, unbelief, devolve on Christ. Even as all 

is settled by His blood, so provision is made that 

no rent occur in His ephod of blue. Everything 

that is saved rests on the merits of the risen Son of 

God. As man, He goes in there with the 

Advocate's blue robe upon Him, and " He is able 

to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by 

Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession 

for them," that is, for those "who come unto God 

by Him." 

Round about the hem thereof were pomegranates 

of blue, purple and scarlet. His merits are 

attached to His robe. Then He must be heard, we 

must be blessed. The fact that He has merits, 
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shows He is God. No creature, no angel, can have 

such merit. An angel has no spare time that is not 

God's, no spare strength that is not God's. Every 

particle of strength, every moment of time belongs 

to God. Of the work of every creature it is said 

" w e are unprofitable servants, we have done what 

was our duty to do." His merits show that He is 

Divine, and all avail for me. How do I know 

that ? Because they are for all those " who come 

unto God by Him." O Son of God, I come, I 

come ! Then those merits avail for me. All the 

preciousness in Christ, God knows. There is 

nothing in the work of Christ, God does not perfectly 

understand. " N o man knoweth the Son but the 

Father." He knows that every thought was con

secrated to God. That it was His meat and His 

drink to do the will of His Father and to finish His 

work, and that love to God consumed Him. He 

came to give up anything and everything to God, 

that God might be known, His character cieared, 

and His people saved. He came with one purpose, 

to give Himself up to God, that God might be 

served. On one purpose He had set His heart from 

eternity, to go on with the work. 

As the juice of the pomegranate is tinged red, so 

all His merits were coloured by that one desire. 
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God sees all those merits, and it will require all 
eternity for Him to tell out the thoughts of His 
Christ. We get some glimpses of His heart when 
we see the Father embracing His prodigal son, 
when we hear that " He will rest in His love and 
joy over us with singing," and when He promises 
to " wipe away all tears from our eyes." 

Wonderful thought! God loves us, as He loves 
Christ. 

" Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved me." 

See what an eternity is before us, when God is to 
teach us the full estimate of His value of the work 
of Christ by taking up sinners and owning them as 
His own. The number of the pomegranates is un
known. So are the merits of the Lord Jesus, merits 
never yet told out. The more sinners the Father 
pardons, embraces, and folds to His heart, the more 
He is telling the number of pomegranates round 
about the hem of the High Priest's dress. 

Between every pomegranate there is a bell. 

Bells were often worn on the garments of persons 
of quality. The idea seems to be, that there is 
something in us that when we have received a 
kindness, makes us desirous of returning that favour 
by a greater favour. The Lord Jesus has done a 
great favour to the Father. He has revealed His 
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character, and told out His Name. He has brought 

a people near Him, and let His love flow out to all 

creation. This favour God would repay. His 

character has been impugned, now it is cleared. 

Men had believed the devil's lie, that God is a hard 

master—a tyrant—but the Lord Jesus has vindicated 

Him. Now Christ speaks. His sound is heard 

" Father forgive them, they know not what they 

do," "Father, I will that they also be with Me where 

I am." God hears Christ, and if Christ is asking 

the very thing that God wants to give, how God 

will love to grant it. 

Christ pleads—"Look at those poor things of 

whom I am the Head. My Father, bless them." 

This is precisely what God wants to do. Even if 

He was unwilling to give, He would give when 

Christ asks, how much more when He is willing. 

The bell alternates with the pomegranate, every 

word Christ utters is backed by His merits. It 

might here be made a question whether the voice 

of Christ actually speaks for us, or whether it is 

only His merits that plead as He sits upon the throne 

of God. I am disposed to think He speaks. 

" T h e Spirit maketh intercession for us." When 

we pray it is the Spirit in us. It is the same word 

in Heb. vii. 25—"Intercession." Oh! realize 
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every time you go to God by Christ, Christ speaks 
to God about you. Every time you want Him to 
speak there, you have only to speak to Him here. 
There is not a movement at the one end of the wire 
that does not affect the other end. Not only does 
He pray for you, but all His merits are there to 
back Him. The bell and the pomegranate, the 
voice and the merits, all appeal to the heart of God, 
and it is the delight of the heart of God to give. 
I wonder that any one can turn away, and reject 
this great salvation. 
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The Mitre and the Crown. 

W E have come to the seventh and last piece of 

the dress which gives such a complete view of the 

Lord Jesus in the work on which He is engaged : 

the mitre and the crown. Both belong to Christ. 

In Zech. iii. 5, there is a distinct allusion to the 

mitre. In Zech. vi. 13, an allusion to the crown. 

Both are assumed to belong to Him. " He shall 

be a Priest upon His throne, and the counsel of 

peace shall be between them both." That is 

between the priestly and royal work of Christ. 

The mitre was of linen ; the holy crown was of 

pure gold—(Ex. xxxix. 30). The Mitre is Christ 

dealing with the sins of His people; the Crown the 

exceeding worth of that mitre—our High priest 

crowned with glory and honour. Ver. 38 shows that 

the mitre refers to the iniquities of our holy things, 

but there is no such thought about the crown. In 

chap. xxix. 6, where there is more about the crown 

than the mitre, there is no reference to sin. 

When we see the Mitre, God says it is connected 

with our sins. Our sins cause us much distress. We 

are made painfully conscious of them, and they vex 

and trouble us. No one need be afraid to come to 

Christ because he is a sinner, because sin presses 
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down his mind, and harasses his conscience, for in 
Christ as our Great High Priest, there is a precious 
provision made for sin. 

But you may say—I thought the question of sin 
was settled on the cross, and symbolized by the 
onyx stones! Yes, but you still need a High 
Priest who can have compassion on the ignorant, 
and on him that is out of the way. 

There are two great features in the work of the 
Lord Jesus, as High Priest. 1. He is Intercessor. 
2. He is Advocate. The first has no thought of 
sin. The second has. 

1. He is our Intercessor with God. 2. He is our 
Advocate with the Father. We have no Advocate 
with God, for we need none; we need none to take 
up the question of sin with God, for Christ has 
settled all that on the cross. There it was disposed 
of once and for ever, and sin with God can never 
come up again. If we required an Advocate with 
God it would imply that things were not settled 
with God, that there was a possibility of some future 
controversy, but that never can be. 

But as we are still subject to sin and failure, we 
have an Advocate, not with God, but with the 
Father. When we as children fail, our Advocate 
settles with our Father for our failures. We grieve 

E 
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Him as children, and vex His Holy Spirit, but sin 

does not come into question any more. 

The Blue Robe denotes our Intercessor where 

there is no thought of sin, but the Advocate has to 

do with it. And then comes the Mitre. The Lord 

Jesus can take up the failures of His people, and 

plead with the Father about them with success, 

because He is the Righteous One. 

The first work of the Lord Jesus Christ with any 

one is to act as their Saviour. 

No one knows Him as Priest, till he knows Him 

as Saviour. 

The Saviour settles questions for those who trust 

in God. As Saviour, His eye is on God. As 

Priest, His eye is upon us. When saved, you find 

what you have to learn, how far from home, how 

many the trials, sorrows, difficulties about you. But 

He is interested in us as Priest, from the throne He 

looks down on His people. 

The fulness of Christ is so complete, that there is 

ample provision in Him for all our requirements. 

There can be no situation where He is not 

all-sufficient. 

Whenever you believe, Christ lifts you up to 

God. But your failures give you a great deal of 

trouble and make you very unhappy. But then, 
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believer, look on the Mitre, and see how He can 

bear the iniquity of your holy things. 

In the closet we find this iniquity. When we try 

to serve God, we find it in every form, but the great 

iniquity of believers is that we do not take our stand 

under God's smile, fully apprehending His love to 

us returned prodigals. 

Do we always apprehend that? N o ! We 

often fail to stand where God has put us. 

Acceptance in Christ is yours, if Christ as your 

Intercessor bears you each moment on His heart. 

The same position, the same freedom, the same joy, 

the same light as Christ has, is yours. But your 

walk in the world is as of a man on earth—this is the 

greatest failure of all. Viz : discouraging thoughts 

of the worthiness of Christ to lift you up, keep you, 

and sustain you every moment. Sin is not standing 

before God accepted. The Advocate's work is to 

lift up. That He bears the iniquities of our holy 

things is seen by the Mitre. God would have you 

as settled in the love of Christ as God putting His 

Son upon the throne would entitle you to be. 

How far do we come from resting with perfect joy 

on that Great High Priest? 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 

Father to lift us up again, and keep on lifting us up. 
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The Mitre was white, denoting purity, with blue lace, 

the glories of the divinity. Every thing depends on 

the Person and work of Christ. We fail every 

moment, but we have the Mitre, and the lace of 

blue. The crown with the band of gold on it 

inscribed " Holiness to Jehovah " denotes the royal 

honour of the Lord Jesus. Christ pleased the 

heart of God. If Christ is accepted, all is well for 

the sinner. It is delightful when one sees all the 

burden on Him. But where is He crowned? Not 

yet on earth. Here He is rejected, but He has 

gone up there and wears the crown there. He is 

entitled to be the Firstborn of all creation, and the 

beloved of the Father. The world cast Him out, 

but the crown of heaven is on His head. 

Where Christ is, is the place of our blessing. If 

He were on earth the blessing would be here. 

But He is not on earth but in heaven. 

The higher you come, the bolder you approach, 

the less of the world, the more you see the 

blessings that are yours in Christ. When He 

comes back, the Jews will get their earthly blessings, 

but now in heaven God greets Him as High Priest. 

" If He were on earth He would not be a priest" 

(Heb. viii. 4). But now He has all the acceptance 

God can give, and all that acceptance is for us. 
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The Mitre He wears to bear our iniquities, the 

Crown to testify God's full and unmeasured delight 

in His Son. According to that delight are God's 

thoughts of His people, though they are ignorant 

and out of the way. It is a question if Christ is 

yet a priest according to Melchisedec's pattern. In 

one sense He is not King in heaven, for in heaven 

there is no opposition, there is unmeasured accep

tance, His right to earth being in abeyance. While 

consenting to this, He lets all His acceptance avail 

for those who come unto God by Him. All the 

last 1800 years finds its type in the day of atonement. 

He is in the Holy of Holies as priest. He will 

come back as King, and then bless Israel, and 

through Israel the world. Now while the Kingly 

rights are in abeyance, as Priest He brings a 

heavenly family to the bosom of God, to become 

children of God, in whom God is to have pleasure 

and delight for ever. 

When He comes, He will bring down earthly 

blessings to Israel, but the place of our calling is to 

be where Christ is. Israel is to get blessings down 

from God, but it is not thus to us. Earthly 

blessings do not come down to us, but He lifts us 

right up to where He is. The Mitre and the Crown 

show us Christ, who having put away all our 
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iniquities, now puts away sin from the face, first of 

God, then of our Father, that grace may win the 

day, and reign through righteousness unto eternal 

life. 

" Where sin abounded, grace did much more 

abound." This is God's principle of dealing, now 

seen so fully in Christ. 

As we look on this dress we see a struggle of 

grace on one side, and sin on the other; sin seemed 

almost to bear down the Ephod of His humanity. 

The Onyx Stones must be borne on His shoulders, 

the place of strength. With the Crown there is 

joined the Mitre, and the Robe had need of pome

granates to back His plea. 

The question was whether our sins were too 

much for Him or His worth avail to settle all. 

Which wins the day ? Above all was the Crown, it 

was fastened on high upon the Mitre. He was not 

weighed down to the dust by the greatness of the 

work, nor is this intercessory work to lift us up to 

Him, too difficult for Him. 

The worth of Christ outweighs, superabounds 

over all, for on the top of all, is the gold denoting 

unmeasured acceptance. 

Of course He is accepted personally; but He is 

moreover accepted as High Priest, being made 
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perfect as High Priest which is acceptance for you. 
I gaze on my Christ now. Has God tired of me, 
and just cast me off a little ? I am sure He has 
not; for the Priest and His people stand together, 
and the Priest with His Crown, and the worth of 
the Lord Jesus wins the day. 

The idea of Priest is one who gives up all of 
earth, except as God gives it to him, to have nothing 
in the world, but as God's gift. 

Christ got on earth a Cross and a borrowed grave. 
He was wholly the Priest. He was holiness, 
separation. Every thing given up, all rights to earth. 

The Priest gives up all for God, the King 
inherits all things. 

So perfect is the work of Christ for you and for 
me. The song of the redeemed i s—" Thou hast 
made us kings and priests." As Christ is, so are 
we, what is His, is ours. 

We have seen how the Ephod signifies His 
humanity in which He is now robed for ever, and 
set down as Son of Man on the throne of God. 

That He is girded with the Girdle of a determined 
will. 

That the Onyx Stones signify the work of 
redemption for which He robed Himself in the 
ephod of humanity. 
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That on the Breastplate, the names, no longer 

heaped together on two poor stones, but their 

beauty brought out as bought with the blood of the 

Lamb. 

That God shines on them in process of time who 

are borne on the Breastplate, so that they see things 

very differently, in God's light, and that they receive 

a perfect nature. 

That the Robe of the ephod denotes the High 

Priest's intercession for all who come unto God by 

Him. 

And lastly the Mitre and the Crown. 

It must be observed that Aaron never once wore 

his mystic robes except on the day of consecration— 

for after the sin of his sons, he was only allowed to 

come once a year into the holy place, and then he 

wore the simple linen garment, the priest's ordinary 

dress. A sufficent proof that whatever is left in the 

hands of man is sure to go to ruin. 


