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A FEW QUESTIONS

FOR

DEISTS AND INFIDELS.

What do the very oldest heathen authors say about the

beginning of the world?

HESIOD makes chaos first in existence, and night or

darkness prior to the light of day.

ARISTOPHANES makes “chaos first, and night and

gloomy Erebus,” as cited by Lucian.

ORPHEUS says, “In the beginning the heavens were

made by God, and in the heavens there was a chaos,

and terrible darkness was on all the parts of this chaos,

and covered all things under the heaven.”

ANAXAGORAS says all things were at first in one mass,

but an intelligent agent or mind came and put them in

order. (See LAERTIUS.)

ARISTOTLE's opinion was, “All things lay in one mass

for a vast space of time; but an intelligent agent came

and put them in motion, and so separated them from

one another.” (Phys. Ans. l. viii. c. 1.)

Reader, observe how closely these thoughts correspond

with the Bible.

What nations besides the Jews record the first state of

man as that of innocence #
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The fabled “Golden Age.” In the classic poets all

speak, not of a grosser barbarism at first, but of purity

and innocence. -

You trace it also in the legends of the Scythians,

From whence comes the idea of the “Age of Perfection”

among the Hindoos ? (Strabo, l. xv.; Ramayuna, b, i.)

They also tell the same early tale. And in the

“Garden of the Hesperides” you can even trace the

promised Saviour who was to bruise the serpent's head.

(See FABER)

Our modern idea is that we are the perfect race, and

that the first men were barbarians; but even ancient

legends and traditions are against us. The Bible ac

count is the one that corresponds with even man's own

report.

Name the ancient heathen authors, who record the

great ages to which men lived before the Flood; also those

who say that men lived one thousand years 2

Josephus records, that “all who have committed to

writing the antiquities, either of the Greeks or barba

rians, attest this great age of men before the Flood,” and

he quotes -

MANETHO, who wrote an account of the Egyptians;

BEROSUS, the Chaldean ; MOSCHUS and HESTIAEUS ;

also HIERONYMOUS, the Egyptian; HESIOD, HECATAEUs,

HELLANICUS, ACUSILAUS, EPHORUS, and NICOLAUS; the

last four authors relating that the ancients actually

lived for one thousand years.

Also among the Birmans and Chinese similar legends

are found. (See FABER, vol. i.)
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Let Christian young men remember these things, and

take notes of them. They may need them to oppose

the ignorance of Colenso and his disciples.

Infidels are like blind men rushing into your draw

ing-room. They knock over all the furniture, cry out

against the way it is placed, break all that can be

broken, and complain that the whole room is wrong.

Of course it is to a blind man. You might as well

let a bull into a china-shop as let an unconverted man

into the commentator's chair.

What heathen authors record the Tower of Babel ?

BEROSUs, the Chaldean, says that the tower was

erected by giants who waged war with the gods, and

were at length dispersed, and the edifice beaten down

by a great wind.

Observe, reader, what a distinct traditional account

this is:

1. The fact of the tower is assumed as known to

every one.

2. The Scripture connection is war with God; for it

is manifest that they built it in order to provide against

the next flood, which their sins quite prepared them to

expect. (Our translators have said “reach” to heaven,

but these words are not in the original. If you insert

any word, it ought to be “point” to heaven.)

3. God “dispersed” them, or scattered them, as the

Bible says. -

Josephus tells us that HESTLEUs mentions this tower,

and also one of the ancient Sybils.

EUSEBIUs informs us that it is mentioned by ABY

DENUS and EUPOLEMUS.
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HEREDOTUS says the tower was a furlong (or 660 feet)

in length and in breadth. -

STRABO says it rose to the same height. It was in

the form of a pyramid, and had eight square towers,

gradually decreasing in breadth, with a winding ascent

on the outside, so very broad that it allowed horses and

carriages to pass each other, and even to turn.

This lofty building was, like Jerusalem's temple,

brought down to the very ground; and seeing it was

the centre round which the city of Babylon was built,

it is more than probable that a great part of the city of

Babylon was built from its material.

And, as Babel's Tower was first raised in order to

defy the next flood and God's wrath, and fell to the

earth, So Babylon, its successor, that defied God's people,

and trampled upon Jerusalem, is now also in ruins;

and God's people will yet see spiritual “Babylon the

Great,” the unchanging enemy of God's word and God's

own people, cast down for ever and ever.

Let any one read Mr. HISLOP's Two Babylons, and

he will be amazed to learn how exactly Rome has

copied old Babylon. Her ceremonials are the imita

tions of old heathen ones in Babylon, and the very

days she observes are the exact dates of the Babylonian

goddess.

Maimonides, the learned Jew, ridicules Christians,

saying that shepherds kept their flocks out when Christ

was born, as if shepherds were ever so out in the depth

of winter. It is manifest that Christ was not born in

winter. The day that is observed as Christ's birthday

is the very day that the son of the Babylonian goddess

was born, and it was always so kept long before Christ
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came. The Romanists have handed some of these things

to us, and in our simplicity we often walk into their

paths.

What proof is there, apart from the Bible, that the

Flood covered the highest mountains in the world?

Evidence remains to the present day that the Deluge

was everywhere. º

The highest mountains of the earth—the Alps, the

Appenines, Pyrenees, Libanus, Atlas, and Ararat, every

mountain, east and west, where search has been made,

conspires in the same uniform and universal proof,

that all have had the sea spread over their highest

summits. -

All are found to contain shells, skeletons of fish, and

sea monsters of every kind. - -

Animals have also manifestly been transported by the

waters far out of their own regions.

The moosedeer, a native of America, has been found

buried in the soil of Ireland.

Elephants, natives of Asia and Africa, have been

found buried in the centre of England. -

Crocodiles, natives of the Nile, have been found in

the interior of Germany.

And shell-fish, never known in any but the American

seas, with the entire skeletons of whales, have been dis

covered in the most inland counties of England.

These are facts attesting the Deluge being over all the

earth; and facts are stubborn things: but go to ancient

history.

PLUTARCH not only records the Ark in the Deluge, but

gives us other facts concerning it, facts which will more
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appropriately belong to a future question. (See PLU

TARCH's particulars in De Solertia Animalium, p. 968,

tom. 11.)

LUCIAN more than once mentions the great Deluge,

and the Ark which preserved the small remnant of the

human race. (Timon, p. 59; De Saltatione, p. 930; and

elsewhere.)

The following authors also record it:

BEROSUS the Chaldean. (Joseph Cont., ap. li., sec. 19.)

HIERONYMOUS the Egyptian: Nicolaus of Damascus.

ABYDENUS, an ancient Assyrian historian. (ABYD. in

Euseb. Praes. Evang., l. ix. c. 12.)

POLYHISTOR, another ancient historian. (CYRIL, Cont.,

Julian, l. 1).

PLATO also testifies. (De Lege, l. 3.)

Or do we desire general traditions of the Flood in

Europe, Asia, and America :

We have these traditions among the Egyptians and

Chinese, Japanese, Goths and Druids, Hindoos and

Burmans, Mexicans and Peruvians, Brazilians and North

American Indians, Sandwich Islanders, inhabitants of

Otaheite and Greenlanders.

Those who wish to go STILL DEEPER into this well

proven Deluge may consult Mr. TownsEND's laborious

mineralogical researches, and

Mr. PARKINSON's organic remains of a former world,

and

M. CUVIER's great work; also

FABER's Horae Mosaicae, and

Mr. BRYANT's Analysis of Ancient Mythology.

And yet men are found, in what is called the “minis

try,” UTTERLY IGNORANT of this subject, as a mere matter



FOR DEISTS AND INFIDELS. 9

of HISTORICAL evidence, and spiritually blind, and op

posed, in point of fact, to the details which the Holy

Ghost gives of this great Deluge.

If some were to speak out honestly to their hearers,

they would tell them that they never knew these facts

at all, and moreover never believed that the Deluge was

a literal one.

They gloss over such circumstances, and resemble a

certain fish I once endeavoured to seize in the water—

they throw out a cloud of blackness like dust and con

fusion, thus concealing their escape from the difficulty,

and leaving their hearers bewildered in a cloud of fine

words and ambiguous sentences, which, like a salvo of

artillery, astonishes the looker-on, but covers all the

ground travelled over with smoke and dust; and when

that clears off, where is the preacher? Nowhere ! the

sermon is done. Satan is highly gratified, honest men

astonished, and Christians sorrowful and sad. Reader,

I beseech you listen to no “uncertain” trumpets; never

gather under a half-and-half banner. These are days

demanding decision.

Plant your foot firmly on God's word. Never fear, it

will never give way under you; the longer you know it,

and the more minutely you study it, the more you will

love it and depend upon it.

The traitor who dares to call himself God's witness,

and yet tries to make you hesitate about God's state

ments, God's facts, and God the Spirit's actual words, is

a pirate. Give him no quarter; he is sailing under false

colours; or he is an ignorant, blind leader; and if the

blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch, God

has said it, and it shall be so.

A 2
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THE FLOOD.

Since writing the above, I have received from my

brother, “T. G. F.,” the following extracts from Hum

boldt's Views of Nature, which may be interesting to

some who have not read them :

PAGE 147.—On the religious traditions of the Macusi Indians of

South America. “The Macusis,” says Sir Robert Scomburgk,

“believe that the only being who survived a general deluge re

peopled the earth by converting stones into human beings.”

PAGE 148,-" When the Tamanacs, of the Orinoco, are asked

how the human race survived this great flood (‘the age of Waters’

of the Mexicans) they unhesitatingly reply, ‘That one man and

one woman were saved by taking refuge on the summit of the lofty

mountain of Tamanacu, on the banks of the Asiveru, and that they

then threw over their heads the fruits of the mauritia palm, from

the kernels of which sprang men and women, who again repeopled

the earth.’”

PAGE 150.-" I cannot believe that this vast belt of carved rocks,

which intersects a great portion of South America from west to

east, is actually to be ascribed to the Caribs . . . Nay, more than

this, between Encaramada and Caycara, on the banks of the Orinoco,

many of those hieroglyphic figures are found sculptured on the sides

of rocks at a height which can now only be reached by means of

extremely high scaffolding. When asked who can have carved

those figures, the natives answer with a smile, as if it were a fact of

which none but a white man could be ignorant, ‘that in the days

of the great waters their fathers sailed in canoes at that height,’”

&c.

What other facts have we regarding the Ark and the

Dove 2 -

Our best authorities connect the Ark with the Flood.

Some have objected to the Deluge mentioned by Plutarch

and Lucian as being the great Deluge; they say, “Per
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haps the partial inundations at various times were called

a Deluge;” but such are not perhaps aware that out best

authorities talk only of the Deluge which had the Ark

upon it, and the Dove in the Ark. For instance,

PLUTARCH expressly mentions the “Ark,” and the

Dove also sent out by Deucalion, which is the name

often given to Noah.

LUCIAN more than once mentions the great Deluge;

and, observe, he mentions also the Ark which preserved

the small remnant of the human race.

PLUTARCH says the Dove was sent out by Deucalion,

but returned into the Ark again, and was thus a sign of

the continuance of the Flood, but that afterwards flying

away it was a sign of quiet or serene weather. (See, in

reference also to Lucian's account, Timon, p. 59; De

Saltatione, p. 930; tom. i. et de Syria Dea, pp. 882, 883;

tom. ii. edit. Bendict.)

BEROSUS, the Chaldean, NICOLAUS of Damascus, and

MANETHO, the Egyptian historian, also mention the Ark;

and the

Rev. Dr. NELSON, in Infidelity; its Cause and Cure,

records that it is stated by one of these authors that people

in his day were wont to resort to the great ship (the Ark)

in the mountains of Armenia, and to break off small

pieces to carry them as a charm against evil spirits.

It has been the habit of modern scholars to question

the accuracyof Berosus, the Chaldean,but late discoveries

have induced us to think that Berosus was sometimes (I

only say sometimes) nearer the truth than we imagined;

witness the very last discovery about the Ark and the

Deluge.

Mr. GEORGE SMITH, of the British Museum, one of our
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first scholars as regards cuneiform inscriptions, in the year

1872 discovered in the British Museum an Assyrian

record of the Ark and the Deluge.

It proves that Berosus, the Chaldean, does not stand

alone in some of his witnessing points.

Mr. Smith is reckoned one of our first cuneiform

Scholars, and his account is as follows:

“The cuneiform inscription, which I have recently

found and translated, gives a long and full account of

the Deluge. -

“It contains the version or tradition of this event

which existed in the early Chaldean period.

“In this newly-discovered inscription the account of

the Deluge is put as a narrative into the mouth of

Xisuthrus, or Noah.

“It relates

The wickedness of the world.

The command to build the Ark.

Its building, the filling of it, the Deluge.

The resting of the Ark on a mountain.

The sending out of the birds, and other matters.

“The narrative has a closer resemblance to the account

transmitted by the Greeks from Berosus, the Chaldean

historian, than to the Biblical history, but it does not

differ materially from either.”

Thus in 1872 we have new light and evidence thrown

on Bible truth, so that even bitter opponents who are

scholars will be bound to confess that this is unques

tionably one of the oldest Chaldean inscriptions, and a

tradition belonging by right to the city of “Erech,” one

of the cities of Nimrod.

If the reader will lso consult STACKHOUSE's History
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of the Bible, he will discover that the Chinese, whose

records are very ancient, have a tradition that nearly

accords with our Bible account of the Flood, allowing

for the natural variations which belong to all mere

traditions.

The Chinese record that in the time of their first king,

whose name might be pronounced in a way not unlike

Noah, the Great Spirit was angry with the world, and

destroyed it all except their “first king and his family;”

that the sky came down upon the earth and destroyed

the race of Ren, and that the mother of their first king

was encircled with the “Rainbow;” they tell also of his

preserving seven clean animals to sacrifice to the Great

Spirit.

Now remember, reader, that Noah was the first of

the Postdiluvian race; that the rainbow is distinctly

connected with Noah; that he did take the animals into

the ark by SEVENS, part of which he offered in sacrifice,

and you will be astonished how near the Chinese record

comes to the truth. -

They record that God was angry with man. Do you?

That all but Noah were destroyed for sin. Do you?

That the covenant rainbow then appeared. Do you?

That he offered burnt sacrifices to God. Do you?

Beware, lest your-position be yet found worse than

that of the Chinese. Lay hold of the one ground of

salvation, even that one sacrifice—the Lamb—the pre

cious blood, God's own precious Lamb, even Christ.

Do any heathen authors give us information about Sodom

and Gomorrah 2

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is attested
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by the most eminent ancient historians. We may refer

to the following authors:

DIODORUS SIGULUS. (l. xix., c. 98.)

STRABO. (l. xvi.)

SoLINUS. (c. 36.)

TACITUS. (Hist. l. v. c. 6)

PLINY. (l. v. c. 16.)

JOSEPHUS. (Bell. l. iv. c. 8, § 4.)

And in all important points these authors agree with

the Mosaic narrative.

Their reports also regarding the physical appearance

of the Dead Sea is confirmed in all material points by

the relations of modern travellers.

I may mention that the word rendered “Brimstone”

in Gen. xix. 24 (Brennestone or Brinnestone—i.e., burn

ing stone), is always rendered by LXX. “sulphur,” and

seems to denote a meteorous inflammable matter.

The Bible is therefore only one authority out of many

regarding God's dealings with Sodom and Gomorrah.

Name the ancient authors who tell us about Moses and

the Egyptian magicians.

NUMENIUS, a philosopher of the Pythagorean school,

and who is mentioned by EUSEBIUS, speaks of the op

position of the magicians to Moses. He calls the

magicians JANNES and JAMBRES.

In the TARGUM of Jonathan, in Ex. 7, the magicians

are called JANIS and JAMBRIS.

The BABYLONIAN TALMUD calls them JoANNE and

MAMBRE, and in the CoMMENT of R. TANCHUM they are

called JONAS and JAMBRAs, and ABUL FARAGIUS tells us

that THERMUTIs, the daughter of Pharaoh, delivered
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Moses to the wise men—“JANEES” and JIMBREES.–to

be instructed.

This circumstance is not only possible, but very pro

bable, and the power of Moses as their own pupil, and

acting in direct opposition to their arts, would appear

the more miraculous to THEM.

We trace various traditions in regard to these magi

cians in the fact of their names, not only being spelt in

different ways, but still more in the fact that they are

sometimes different names, and the last author is par

ticularly interesting, seeing that he gives to us the

traditional name of Pharaoh's daughter.

What heathem authors record the passage of the Red

Sea, and what do they say took place {

The Exodus of Israel and passage of the Red Sea is

proven by many heathen writers.

The miraculous passage of the Red Sea is attested by

PALEMON and CHAEREMON (cited by AFRICAN in Euseb.),

MANETHO (See JOSEPH. Cont. Apion, l. i.), BEROSUs,

ARTAPANUS (Euseb. praep. Evang. l. ix., c. 27), STRABO,

DIODORUS, SICULUS (l. iii. c. 39), NUMENIUS and JUSTIN

(l. xxxvi. c. 2), TACITUS (Hist. l. v. Sec. 5).

Some of these have absurd additions to the true ac

count, but the great facts are witnessed by all,

DIODORUS mentions the tradition among the Ichthy

ophagi, who lived near the Red Sea, that the whole bay

was once laid bare to the very bottom, and that the

waters afterwards returned to their accustomed channel,

with a most tremendous revulsion; and this tradition

is not yet extinct.

Dr. SHAW in his Travels (p. 349) reports that the
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inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Corondel preserve

the remembrance of a mighty army having been once

drowned in the bay, which Ptolemy call Clysma.

Dr. SHAW, in p. 310 of his Travels, also mentions

that a small bay which is made by the eastern extremi

ties of the mountains of Gewonbee and Attackah is

still called TIAH-BENI-Israel, i.e., the road of the Israel

ites; so it is also called “Baideah,” from the unheard-of

miracle that was wrought near it by dividing the Red

Sea and destroying Pharaoh, his chariots, and his

horsemen.

The country still carries names that corroborate the

Bible facts. -

Etham still goes by a name not unlike; and “Shur,”

Sinai, and the country of Paran, are still known by the

same names; the same remark applies to Marah and

Midian. º

The inhabitants of Tor greatly esteem one point called

the Hammam Mousa, the bath of Moses, as the spot his

household encamped upon.

Orpheus mentions the delivery of the two tablets of

the law from God, and the institution of the Hebrew

ceremonies. (DIOD. l. i.)

The Arabs still call Mount Sinai “Jibbel Mousa,”

the mountain of Moses.

And I may mention in this place that modern travel

lers, who tell us about the rock of Horeb, mention that

holes and channels appear in the “red granite stone,”

which holes could only have been formed, they believe,

by the bursting out and running of water. No “art,”

they consider, could have done it, even if any motive

had existed for one undertaking such a labour in such
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a place. (SHAw's Travels, p. 314, &c., Dr. PoCOCKE, v. i.

p. 143 et seq.; Norden, p. 114, 8vo.) -

The upper part of the Red Sea is divided into two

gulphs; that to the west is called after the city Heroo

politic, but the Arabians call it Bahr el, Kolzum, the

Sea of Destruction, or Clysmae, which was where the

Israelites crossed. And the north cape of one bay is

still called “Ras-Musa,” Cape of Moses.

The tombs also of the Pharaohs have been found, but

not the tomb of this Pharaoh, and, true to Scripture,

there are inscriptions (I am told by a naval officer who

was on the spot) recording that the second son of this

supposed Pharaoh succeeded to him (the elder one

having been previously slain, as we read in Exodus).

Will it be believed, in the face of all these facts, that

there are men styled D.D.'s, and dignitaries of the

churches, who have not the least idea that there is any

evidence from external sources of the passage of the

Red Sea. If the reader doubts it, let him go to any

such and ask them to name the heathen authors, and

the above-mentioned traditions, and I will undertake

to say that all the rationalistic and miracle-denying

“divines,” so called, will be unable to show him the list

of authors proving the passage of the Israelites.

And yet, reader, you will observe that the evidences

from heathen authors are much more numerous and

imposing to a Deistical divine than our simple Bible

account; but Deists never know facts about Bible his

tory; their ignorance they consider their bliss; they try

to disbelieve, and never go into even heathen proofs. I

was once one of their number, and I speak from personal

experience and from what I know of my friends. Our
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only resource consisted in scoffing, scorning, and ridi

culing, when we were ignorant.

What heathen authors record the murder of infants in

Christ's time !

CELSUS, one of the bitterest opponents of Christianity,

admits the fact that Herod destroyed the young children

in order to destroy the Messiah of the Jews, who was

expected at that time.

MACROBIUS, also a heathen historian, who lived in the

fourth century, says: “When Augustus (the Emperor)

had heard that among the children under two years old,

whom Herod, the King of the Jews, had ordered to be

slain in Syria, his own son was also put to death, he

said, ‘It is better to be Herod's hog than his son.”

(SATURN, l. ii. c. 4.)

It is probable, from this remark, that although Herod's

character, as Josephus tells us, was both cruel and san

guinary, yet he endeavoured to please the Jews by

conforming in some measure to their custom in not

killing or eating swine, and Augustus had heard of this

custom. Observe, reader, that the exact time of Christ's

coming as an infant was known, and that Satan's means

of destruction were turned aside.

The world has had many great men, but it would

puzzle the world to prophesy when they are to be born,

and the world has found it equally difficult to make

any selected child a great man. Parents have plenty

of ambition, but not the power.

God foretold the date, and thus challenged Satan to

do his worst; and God brought up His Son in the most

adverse circumstances, until there stood the God-man
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among His brethren, “whom ye know not:” one who

was to move in a very small part of the world, but

eventually to shake all nations with His words: one

who despised physical and national power, but His

words, like a mighty lever, have turned tribes and

nations “upside down,” and yet whose life should tell

no tale except a tale of love from God to man, and

whose death, instead of preaching death, should to all

ages preach “life” to sinners. Reader, do you fancy

this was only one of the “sons of men”? Thousands,

even of Satan's children, call themselves “Christians”

after that man to this day—but they are hypocrites, and

perhaps you are also as you read this—but why do they

assume His name 7 For the same reason that men

manufacture false money, false sovereigns; because

there are real sovereigns, and good and valuable they

are. Christ's excellence and value makes men coin

themselves into false Christians. It is a proof of His

marvellous excellence. -

What well-known writer appealed to the Roman annals

and archives in proof of the circumstances which took

place at Christ's death Ž

An account of the facts which took place at Christ's

death was transmitted to the Emperor by Pontius Pilate.

(See EUSEB. Eccl. His, l. ii. c. 2.) -

JUSTIN MARTYR appealed to it. (Apologia prima, pp.

62, 72, edit. Benedict.)

TERTULLIAN appealed to it. (Apologia, c. 21.)

And these public apologies were presented to the

ruling authorities. TACITUS also refers to the death of

Christ. (Annal, l. xv. c. 44)
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Do any heathen authors, corroborate the Bible account

of Darkness, &c., at the time of Christ's death Ž

The miraculous Darkness and the Earthquake at

Christ's death are mentioned by TERTULLIAN, who cites

PHLEGON, ORIGEN and EUSEBIUS, and JULIUS AFRICANUS,

who cites THALLUS. -

TERTULLIAN, writing to his adversaries, says: “At

the moment of Christ's death the light departed from

the sun, and the land was darkened at noonday, which

wonder is related in your own annals, and is preserved

in your archives to this day.” (Apol, c. 21.)

CELSUs, also an able writer, and an acute and bitter

opponent of Christianity, and who lived just after the

Apostles, as he tells us, admits the darkness which

came over the earth at Christ's death, and admits also

the earthquake as a fact. (ORIGEN, Cont. Cels, l. ii. Sec.

55, p. 94.)

The evidence of an acute opponent is good evidence

even in the eyes of Deists.

Reader, I was in early life a bitter opponent to God's

truth, not for the sake of sin, but because my eyes were

dark, and I stood on a little pillar of self-righteous

IlêSS.

But did Christians ever appear to know these facts I

have endeavoured to record 2 I never knew one who

had examined the subject—many had, of course—but

none ever brought them before me. I believed Christians

to be conscious that no such evidences existed. I would

have asked a Christian tutor once for his evidences, but

I was afraid of putting him to shame, and I was at

twenty and twenty-one a confirmed Deist.

Christian reader, store these facts up, if you did not
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know them long ago. They are no power to you, but

they shake Satan's infidel towers.

Do any Jewish writings that oppose Christianity, and

any infidel writings, admit Christ's miracles as acknow

ledged facts? -

The TALMUDS deny to Jesus Christ any right to be

the Prophet and the Saviour, and yet the Talmuds admit

His miracles.

ToLEDOTH JESU is completely opposed to Him, and

yet His miraculous powers are admitted. (See proofs

about both the Talmuds and Toledoth Jesu in Dr.

GREGORY SHARP's Defence of Christianity, from page 40

onwards.)

CELSUs, the learned infidel, also admits that Christ's

miracles were not open to dispute, and he even en

deavours to account for them by a theory of his own ;

and, as he lived so near to Christ's time, he would

certainly have opposed them as facts, if any party

had existed who had plausible grounds for denying

them.

The EMPEROR JULIAN admits in his writings also the

miracles that were wrought, and we are told that the

Emperor even asserted he had obtained positive evidence

that Christ did walk on the water. (See more fully in

LARDNER's Heathen Testimonies, chaps. xviii. xlvi.)

The genuineness of the New Testament writers was

not impugned nor denied by the most determined early

adversaries—such as Celsus, the Emperor Julian, the

Cerinthians, Ebionites, Novatians, Donatists, Mani

cheans, Arians, Marcion, Noëtus, Marcellus, &c.

Now, I give you thus early opponents admitting
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miraculous power. Can you give to me Jewish writings

in Christ's time denying these facts 2 Is it not strange

that men who hated the Lord should still openly in

writings admit His power? And is it not strange that

you have no early evidence to confirm your longed-for

denials of our blessed Saviour !

Listen to the voice of that Saviour in grace and love

and mercy now, but also remember that His words in

John xii. 48 are these : “He that rejecteth me, and

receiveth not my words, hath One that judgeth him:

the Word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him

in the last day.”

Is there any national tradition eacisting which would

support the Bible, as to the Sun standing still in the time

of Joshua 3 and any tradition as to the Ark lying in

the mountains of Armenia Ž

An episode is mentioned in Chinese history which

answers the first question.

Chinese history records that at a certain date the sun

would not one day go down, but remained up long after

his usual time, and the heat was so great that they were

afraid the earth was about to be burned up. Upon

comparing this date with Joshua, the dates are found

nearly to correspond. (See STACKHOUSE's History of the

Bible.)

In reference to the second question: It is recorded by

BEROSUS, the Chaldean; NICOLAUS of Damascus; and

MANETHO, the Egyptian.

Ancient history certainly connects the Ark with the

mountains of Armenia; and one old author says that

they were wont in his day to go to the great ship in the
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mountains and break off little pieces, and carry them

about as a charm against evil spirits.

And now, reader, I have answered a few questions

that I once thought to be quite unanswerable.

But it is ONE thing to know that the Bible is true

and its facts to be depended upon, and quite another

thing to know the God of the Bible as a Father; the

Saviour as a precious elder brother who has redeemed

me, and enabled me to meet God in love with holy con

fidence; and the Holy Spirit as my guide, my teacher,

my power on earth. -

Such knowledge of the Godhead gives to the child

like believer love, holy boldness, and confidence. May

such peace and joy be yours before many days. (1 John

v. 9–12.) God is waſtING to be gracious; but will He

wait much longer for YoU How can YoU say so

LoNDon :

J. F. SHAw AND co., PATERNosTER Row.



BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

In meat wrapper, price 6d.

“NOTES ON THE EPHESIANS.”

Price Twopence each.

“REASON AND REVELATION.”

“SATAN's coMBAT" witH THE FIRST ADAM AND

THE SECOND ADAM.

“KINGS AND PRIESTS;”

OR, HOW TO DEAL WITH A ROMISH PRIEST.

, ºs

º – ºf

sº,
r

* * *


	Front Cover
	A FEW QUESTIONS ...

