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PREFACE. 

T T has recently been remarked by an aged 
believer that he does not remember a 

period when so many calamities were abroad 
in the world at the same time:. War of long 
continuance in Africa, famine and plague 
in India, persecution and massacres of 
Christians in China, desolating floods in 
America, all add to Creation's groans as 
it waits for the manifestation of the Son 
of God. 

And together with these events there is 
the notable prominence into which the 
nation of Israel is being brought, and the 
growing desire on their part to return to 
the land that they know belongs to them 
in the counsels of Jehovah. 

All things converge and point to a crisis 
at hand. The current increases in velocity 
as the river approaches the falls, so is the 
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course of this world bounding on faster and 
aster as it nears the end of the age. 

The following pages consist for the most 
part of revised notes of addresses which 
were given at intervals, and this accounts 
for repetitions that would otherwise have 
been unnecessary. Nevertheless, as these 
were originally intended to emphasise points 
of importance, they may serve to impress 
the same upon the memory of the reader. 

May the Lord grant His blessing in the 
reading of this volume, and guide His 
believing people into a. closer fellowship 
with Himself in His thoughts and purposes 
concerning the Jew, the Gentile, and the 
Church of God. 

J. R. C . 
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GOD'S 
CHOSEN PEOPLE; 

OR, 

ISRAEL IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 

CHAPTER I. 

MAN T E S T E D . 

T DO not make any apology for asking you 
to read a good many passages of Scrip

ture. " What is the chaff to the wheat ? 
saith the Lord." The Word of God is the 
solid wheat. Man's words are but as the 
chaff in comparison. 

" Now we know that what things soever the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God " (Rom. iii. 19). 

Those referred to here as " under the law '* 
are the people of Israel. God put them 
under the law—dealt with them by means of 
the law in order that He might teach a world
wide lesson. He gave the law to one nation 

B 
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only: no other nation was like unto them in 
this particular privilege. But in giving it 
to them it was in order " that every mouth 
might be stopped, and all the world might be
come guilty before God." • In testing them, 
God was virtually testing all mankind. 

God has indeed been testing man from the 
very beginning of his history, In the garden 
of Eden, Adam failed under the simple test 
of one commandment. Thus sin entered 
into the whole race of Adam. Quickly the 
world became filled with violence and ini
quity, so that it repented God that He had 
made man on the earth. H e brought the 
flood and swept away the apostate race, 
saving only the one man Noah and his 
house to form the nucleus of the popula
tion of a purged earth. Noah was the best 
man living at the time of the flood, so that 
in beginning, as it were, anew, God began 
under the most favourable conditions. He 
chose the man who had for hundreds of 
years stood against the current of an ungodly 
world, witnessing for God and for righteous
ness. Thus Noah became, as it were, the 
head of a new world. But ere long Noah 
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himself falls into sin, and speedily the world 
relapses into apostasy and open rebellion 
against God, building the tower of Babel to 
keep themselves together in opposition to 
God's command to scatter abroad and people 
the earth. 

Out from that land Mesopotamia, or the 
land of Shinar, where sin had reached its 
climax in the building of the tower of Babel, 
God called Abram. What sort of a man 
was he? In Jeremiah ii. 21 we read: 

" Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a 
right seed; how then are thou turned into the 
degenerate plant of a strange vine unto M e ? " 

Here we see that God took the very best 
seed, the choicest plant to be found. He 
said of him, " I know Abraham, that he will 
command his children," &c. He could trust 
Abraham with His friendship. Yet though 
he was a choice vine, in process of time his 
descendants became as " the degenerate 
plant of a strange vine," a wild vine. 

" My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruit
ful hill: and he fenced it, and gathered out the 
stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, 
and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a 
winepress therein : and he looked that it should bring 
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forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes' * 
(Isa. v. i , 2). 

Thus in choosing the seed of Abraham, 
God took, as it were, the very best specimen 
of humanity. He gave to that " choice 
vine " every possible advantage—did every
thing for it that could be conceived in order 
to render it a healthy, fruitful, remunerative 
vine. What was the result ? God gets 
nothing from it but wild grapes. It is a total 
failure—not on God's part, but on man's. 

But in testing Israel God was testing all 
the world. 

The fact that they having received the 
law failed to keep it, incurred its curse, 
departed from Jehovah to idols, and showed 
in the rejection of the Christ that their 
hearts were at enmity with God, brings 
condemnation not to Israel only, but to the 
whole world. If the best plant under the 
most favourable conditions* yields such a 
miserable return, what could be hoped for 
from the Gentile ? " I f they do these 
things in the green tree, what shall be done 
in the dry ? " 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE PRIVILEGES OF ISRAEL. 

•• What advantage, then, hath the Jew ? 
chiefly-because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God " (Rom. iii. 1). 

*• Who are Israelites, to whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as 
concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever " (Rom. ix. 4, 5). 

T REFER to these two passages as giving 
a summary of the privileges conferred 

upon the people of Israel. In the first it is 
11 chiefly "—but the Apostle stops there, and 
names no other privilege; this one is so vast, 
so unique, " that to them were committed 
the oracles of God/' This was the highest 
privilege that God could bestow upon any 
people, the revelation of Himself and of His 
wilL 

The Holy Bible comes to us through 
Israel. God never suffered a Gentile to put 
pen to paper in connection with this blessed 
revelation;—the Scriptures of truth. The 
prophets were Israelites, and spoke in the 
Name of Jehovah, .God of Israel. God's 
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revelation was to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, David, all in the line of the 
chosen people, and to none else. It was all 
grace bestowed upon this chosen vine. 

Even when on account of their sins Israel 
was in captivity, and power was on the side 
of the Gentile, the secret of the Lord was 
with the captives, and the proud Gentile 
must be debtor to the Jew for the interpre
tation of his dream. 

The possession of the divine oracles set 
them immeasurably above all other nations. 
In Deut. iv. 8 we read: 

"What nation is there so great that hath statutes 
and judgments so righteous as all this law ? " 

No other nation had such a privilege, and none 
of the privileges afterward to be considered 
could surpass this. 

I do not think that we at all appreciate as 
we should the privilege that is ours in the 
possession of these living oracles communi
cated by God from time to time to Israel by 
His prophets, completed by the Son of God 
Himself, and the apostles and prophets of 
the New Covenant, with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven. 
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Since listening lately to Mr. Macrae, from 
India, telling of the gross darkness of the 
people of that land, the thought uppermost 
in my mind has been, what a privilege to 
have those Scriptures in our hands and in 
our own tongue, in which the living and true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, 
are revealed to us. I am sure we do not 
comprehend the greatness of the privilege 
as we might. The people of Israel did not 
comprehend it, and they lost the blessing of 
it in consequence. God had exalted them 
marvellously. He had formed them as a 
people for Himself, to show forth His praise. 
But they did not comprehend or believe it. 
The precious privilege has been dashed from 
their hands, and is now conferred upon us, 
and we Gentiles have been grafted in and 
have become partakers of the fatness of the 
olive, whilst the natural branches, because 
of unbelief, have been broken off. 

Let us take heed, lest we also lose this 
privilege. Fast this nation, and even " Bible-
loving Scotland," as it is called, is casting 
those oracles of God behind its back, criticis
ing them as though they were the words of 
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men and not the words and judgments of 
God. Thus the nation is parting with its 
choicest blessings, the Lord's Day becoming 
like the Continental Sunday, a day of amuse
ment, and public bodies and institutions 
ceasing to recognise a God at all. 

In Romans ix. we read of a further privi
lege possessed by Israel, viz., 

11 To them pertained the adoption." 

In Exodus iv. 22 we read: 

" Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, even My 
first born." 

Read also in Deut. xiv. 1: 

" Ye are the children of Jehovah." 

Also in Deut. vii. 6, 9 : 

"The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto Himself." 

These passages form a commentary on the 
words, " to whom pertaineth the adoption." 
That is to say, God took the people of Israel,. 
and owned them among all the nations as His 
family. Not that they were a regenerate 
people. None but the elect among them 
were regenerate. But nationally God calls 
Israel His " first born," and His care for 
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them was such as the care of a father for 
his children. What a privilege this was, 
bestowed in sovereign grace upon a people 
that were no more worthy of such honour 
than any other. 

Another of their privileges was * * the glory.'' 
There was a visible expression of the glory 

of God in the midst of the nation of Israel. 
When God brought them out of Egypt H e 
went before them in a pillar of fire by night 
and of cloud by day. When the Tabernacle 
was completed that glory cloud descended 
and filled the place, so that even Moses was 
obliged to withdraw from it. That cloud 
remained above the mercy-seat and between 
the cherubim. It gave them light for jour
neying by night, and was a shade from the 
burning sun by day. It accompanied them 
through all their wilderness journey, going 
before them to search out a resting-place ere 
they should pitch their tents. 

Again it filled the temple on the occasion 
of its completion by Solomon. And finally 
it is seen by Ezekiel rising up from the place 
of its rest, passing over the threshold of the 
temple, again passing over the Mount of 
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Olives, lingering as though lothe to depart,, 
and finally ascending to heaven. 

You remember, when the ark, through 
Israel's sin, was taken by the Philistines, the 
wife of Phinehas, said, " The glory is de
parted from Israel." It is to this glory-cloud,, 
the visible symbol of the Divine presence in 
the midst of Israel, that reference is here 
made as one of their national privileges. A 
greater glory filled the temple when the 
blessed Son of God, " God manifest in the: 
flesh," entered, and thus, as foretold by 
Haggai, the latter glory of the house, 
inferior as it was to Solomon's temple, 
was greater than the former; and again 
in the latter days the glory of the Lord 
will be there. But the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus was not discernible by 
carnal eyes. No halo crowned His head, 
albeit painters represent Him s o ; but the 
moral glory of His person, known to faith, 
transcended all the previous manifestations 
of the Divine glory. And this also was re
served for Israel, for His blessed feet never 
overstepped the limits of the land of Canaan. 

But the open, manifested glory of God 
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was attached to Israel only, and will never 
be seen again until God restores Israel to 
their land and to Himself. 

The next privilege named is " the Cove
nants/' 

I take this to refer to the unconditional 
covenant promises made by Jehovah to 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and Solo
mon, the centre and kernel of all which was-
the promise of the Messiah. God never 
entered into covenant relationship with any 
other people. He revealed Himself by the 
name of Jehovah as the covenant- God of 
Israel. In reading the Old Testament, where 
you find the title "LORD*' printed in capitals 
it is usually " Jehovah." Circumcision was 
appointed as a sign and seal of the covenant. 
When Jonathan and his armour-bearer set 
out to smite the Philistines he spoke of them 
as the "uncircumcised," and David, when he 
went out to meet Goliath, called him " this 
uncircumcised Philistine." Was this merely 
a term of reproach ? No, not at all. It was 
as if he said : " I am Jehovah's servant; I 
have a covenant God at my back ; that un
circumcised Philistine has not any covenant 
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relationship with God, and therefore he will 
be as helpless as the lion and the bear before 
me," So Jonathan regarded the Philistine 
armies simply as a people who had no cove
nant God to uphold them. Being without 
God, they were without power before him. 

O the blessedness of being in covenant 
relationship with God ! With the believer 
now it is not merely that he shares in the 
covenant promises made to Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, but being " in Christ," he 
is a joint-heir with Him of all that is included 
in the eternal covenant which is ratified in 
His blood. " If ye be Christ's, then ye are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." H e who is the covenant God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ is our cove
nant God and Father too. Wha t need we 
then to fear from those who know no such 
relationship with God ? 

The next privilege was " t h e giving of the 
law." This I take to include not merely the 
ten commandments, but the whole cere
monial, social, and political legislation as 
recorded in the five books of Moses. 

If you read carefully through these you 
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cannot but come to the conclusion that the 
law is indeed " holy, just, and good.*' To 
have such a book of instruction was an 
inestimable privilege, but nationally they 
despised it and cast it behind their backs. 
They cast off God and turned to idols. 
Such is the result of the testing of man by 
the law. 

The next of Israel's special privileges re
ferred to is " the service of God," or as it is 
called in Hebrews ix. i, " divine service/' 
and a marvellous privilege it was, if only 
they had discerned it. There were some 
who saw dimly through the shadows, but 
they saw enough to lead them to trust in 
Jehovah and to praise and worship Him. 

The service of God was precious to the 
saints of Old Testament times. It was with 
joy they said, "Let us go up to the House 
of the Lord.'1 Jehovah's feasts, His holy 
convocations, were their glad festivals, when 
He gathered His people around Himself that 
they might worship and rejoice before Him. 

The Levitical ordinances, the Aaronic 
priesthood, with all its wealth of spiritual 
instruction and typical ceremonies, pointing 
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to Him who was to come, is all included in 
" t h e service of God." 

Next we have " thepromises ." I know not 
how many thousands of promises, but I should 
say the promises here specially referred to are 
those concerning the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. These are the promises above all 
others, just as " t h e promise" of this dis
pensation is the second coming of the Lord. 
The promise they had was that God would 
send the Messiah to them ; all blessing and 
glory were bound up in this one promise, 
and the faithful counted upon its fulfilment 
and looked forward to the coming of the 
Redeemer and King as foretold to Abraham, 
Isaac, David, and Solomon. God never 
made promises to any other nation ; in this 
Israel stood pre-eminent and alone. 

" W h o s e are the fathers? " In this sense 
the Gentiles have no " fathers." In Israel, 
genealogies were of great value, for the pro
mises concerning Christ all connected Him 
with the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and then with the seed of David and Solo
mon. But Christ having come, according 
to all the prophetic Scriptures, the chief end 
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of genealogies has been fulfilled—they are 
no longer needed, and, indeed, " endlesB 
genealogies" are condemned. Our genea
logy without doubt takes us back to Noah 
and to Adam, and that is enough for us. 

" And of whom as concerning the flesh, 
Christ came." 

That was the crowning privilege and 
honour bestowed upon that chosen but un
worthy nation. As concerning the flesh, 
Christ was first the seed of the woman, next 
the seed of Abraham, and finally the seed of 
David. When He comes again to reign He 
will take the throne as the Son of David, 
raised again from the dead. 

In passing I may remark that this expres
sion " as concerning the flesh " proves the-
divinity of the Lord Jesus, for if He were a 
mere man there could be no meaning in it. 
As to the flesh, He was the child born; " 
as to His divine nature, He was the " Son 
given'*—"God gave His only-begotten Son." 
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CHAPTER I I I . 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY CONCERNING 

ISRAEL. 

'• Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which 
is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: That sendeth am
bassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes 
upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to 
a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible 
from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out 
and trodden down, whose land the rivers have 
spoiled J " (Isa. xviii. i, 2). 

T MAY remark that the Hebrew word here 
rendered " w o e " is the same as that 

which in Isa. lv. 1 is rendered " Ho—every 
one that thirsteth." The nation here des
cribed, but not named, is a maritime Power, 
with swift vessels, which with its flag over
shadows many lands, and is favourable 
toward Israel, No nation answers to this 
description but Britain, and I believe it is 
she who is referred to here. Britain, though 
once she with others persecuted the Jews, 
has long ago ceased to do so, and has for 
centuries been a friend and protector, and 
affording a refuge and a home for the scat
tered people. For this there is a blessing 
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upon this nation, proud and ungodly though 
it be. God will not forget the people who 
have shown kindness to Israel. 

They are here called " a people terrible 
from their beginning hitherto." Even though 
" scattered and peeled," and down-trodden in 
every nation but Britain, they are neverthe
less a most influential people. Scattered 
over the face of the earth, mingled among 
the people of every nationality, nevertheless 
they are separate from all, and are still pre
served as a living witness to the truth of 
God's Word, a miracle which the unbeliever 
cannot deny or gainsay, testifying of the 
faithfulness of God to the Word He has 
inspired. 

"A people terrible from their beginning 
hitherto." Egypt oppressed them: were 
they not terrible in Egypt? Amalek op
posed them: were they not " terrible" to the 
Amalekites? The nations of Canaan, the 
walls of Jericho all against them : were they 
not " terrible " there ? Every nation that 
ever opposed or oppressed Israel has in its 
turn been judged by God. Depend upon it, 
the nations that are now oppressing and 

c 
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treading under foot the Jews will suffer judg
ment from God because of it. 

Take care how you speak of the Jew. Let 
not the Christian join in the world's prover
bial reproaches of that people even though 
they may have given occasion for much of 
the reproach they have incurred. 

This nation, terrible from its beginning, 
will be yet more terrible in the future, for 
terrible indeed will be the judgment of God 
upon those nations which in the latter day 
will seek to exterminate the people of God's 
choice, the nation beloved as the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom pro
mises were made that God in His faithful
ness will yet fulfil. 

11 Unto Eber were born two sons; the name of one 
was Peleg, for in his days was the earth divided" 
(Gen. x. 25). 

When the children of Israel entered the 

land of Canaan it was Jehovah who divided 

to each tribe its inheritance. This was done 

by casting lots, but, as we read in Proverbs 

xvi. 33, " The lot is cast into the lap, but the 

whole disposing thereof is of the Lord." It 

was not chance; it was divine appointment. 
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As really as God divided the land to Israel's 
tribes, so really did God divide the earth to 
the nations. 

'• When the Most High divided to the nations their 
inheritance.when He separated the sons of Adam, 
He set the bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel " (Deut. xxxii. 8), 

So early as the tenth chapter of Genesis, 
in the days of Peleg, did God mete out their 
portion to the nations, and arranged all with 
reference to the twelve sons of Jacob. Thus 
God had the land of Canaan in view as the 
portion set apart for them, which they shall 
surely inherit. From the great river to the 
river of Egypt, i.e.y from the Nile to the 
Euphrates, is their portion, and God has His 
eye upon that land. It does not belong to 
the Turks; it is Jehovah's land, and He will 
in His own time assert His right to it, and 
bring His people into it. 

Not only is the nation of Israel a standing 
miracle in proof of the Divine Authorship 
and inspiration of the Scriptures, it is also a 
permanent witness to the over-ruling provi
dence of God. Not only have we an inspired 
Book, but we have proof that He who in-
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spired it over-rules everything in this world, 
making all things to work together for the 
fulfilment of His eternal counsels and His 
revealed will. 

How is it that the land of Canaan is still 
kept waiting and % ready for Israel ? No 
Gentile industry has taken root in it. Jeru
salem is thus reserved for the return of those 
to whom it belongs by right. Let us never 
forget the one Lord Jesus Christ, the King of 
the Jews, is "over all, God blessed for ever.'* 

I sometimes think there is almost an un
wholesome attraction for some minds in the 
subject of unfulfilled prophecy. Not that 
the subject is unwholesome, but it is often 
enquired into in a spirit of curiosity that does 
not tend to blessing. For this reason I 
dwell a little on how God, in the past, has-
been working out His sovereign will. All 
that He foretold has come literally true— 
true as to the judgments he would send upon 
them and the grace He would show them ; 
true as to His sending the Messiah accord
ing to all the promises; true as to their re
jecting and crucifying Him; true as to His 
resurrection and ascension; all has been ml-
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filled exactly as it was written before. And 
if God has so fully and substantially fulfilled 
His word in those things that have had their 
accomplishment, we may with perfect cer
tainty be assured that every word as to the 
future will also be fulfilled. 

My object has not been so much to set 
before you an historic account of Israel in the 
past as to set forth the glory of God's provi
dence and of His covenant grace to the 
chosen people, so that we may glorify God 
and rejoice that ours is this same covenant-
keeping God. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE ELECTION OF ABRAM AND HIS SEED. 

" The God of Glory appeared unto our father 
Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he 
dwelt in Charran, and said unto him, Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into 
the land which I shall shew thee0 (Acts vii. 2, 3). 

" Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee *' 
(Genesis xii. 1). 

'I I r E learn from Stephen that the Lord's 
instructions to Abram as recorded 

in Genesis were communicated to him 
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while he was yet in Mesopotamia. In 
reading the narrative in Genesis xi., one 
would suppose that Terah was the prime 
mover in the whole matter; but it is clear 
that God never appeared to Terah, and 
never called him. It was to Abram, and to 
him alone (see Isa. li. 2), that the God of 
Glory appeared; he only was called and 
chosen. Surely such a revealing of God to 
Abram was an act of sovereign electing grace. 
And it is no less so in every one to whom God 
is revealed. Paul writes, " W h e n it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother's 
womb, and called me by His grace to reveal 
His Son in me," &c. (Gal. i. 15, 16); and 
again, " God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Chr is t" 
(2 Cor. iv. 6). This is the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and each one of us may say " i t was the 
sovereign grace of God that chose me and 
called me, for had He not chosen me, I never 
would have chosen Him." 

An old saint was questioned as to whether 
she had not something to do in the matter of 
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her salvation. " W e l l , yes," she said; " I 
resisted all I could, and God did the rest.". 
I fancy a good many of us could say very 
much the same. 

And what was Abram when God called 
him ? We read in Joshua xxiv. 2 that on the 
other side of the flood, in old time, dwelt 
Terah, the father of Abram and of Nahor, 
and " they served other gods." Long after
wards, even in the household of Jacob, the 
old sin of idolatry cropped up. So it was 
not because • they were in any way specially 
true to God that H e chose Abram and his 
seed. But from the moment that God re
vealed Himself to Abram as the God of Glory, 
there was no more idolatry for him. He 
" turned to God from idols, to serve the living 
and true God." 

" And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, 
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded 
he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him " 
(Genesis xii. 7). 

At first, when Abram set out on his journey, 

he took the direction in which his father led 

him, and it brought him to Charran. Now, if 

you look at a map you will find that by travel-
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ling on in that direction he would never have 
come to Canaan at all. But when his father was 
dead, being delivered from that which proved 
to be an entanglement and a hindrance—and 
fleshy relationships and affections often prove 
hindrances—he took the straight road across 
the desert, and by Divine leading " in to the 
land of Canaan he came." H e found the 
Canaanites, the worst of idolaters, in posses
sion of the land; but there the Lord again 
appeared to him, and made the UNCONDI
TIONAL PROMISE which we have read: " Unto 
thy seed will I give this land." If God 
makes conditions, then if I fail to fulfil the 
conditions the promise is of no value to me. 
Under the old covenant with Israel, that 
of the law, blessing was conditioned upon 
obedience. But Israel did not obey, as it is 
written, " Which My covenant they brake, 
and I regarded it not." But where God 
makes an unconditional promise, the grace 
that makes it must see to every step until its 
accomplishment. If God promises to take 
me, a poor sinner who has believed on His 
Son, to His own glory, then I know He that 
hath begun the good work will perfect it. 
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"Whom He justified, them Healsoglorified." 
There is here a Divine link connecting justifi
cation with glory, and nothing can break it. 

The promise to Abraham involved two 
things: ist, that he should have a son; and 
2nd, that the descendants of that son should 
inherit the land specified. 

Turn now to Genesis xiii. 14. You re 
member that after the return of Abram and 
Lot from Egypt, owing to the greatness of 
their possessions, their herdmen fell a-quar-
relling, and there was danger of unseemly 
strife between these two children of God. 
But Abram said, " Let there be no strife be
tween me and thee . . . for we be brethren." 

0 that the children of God now would take 
that to heart! And Abram left the choice 
to Lot, " If thou wilt take the left hand, then 

1 will go to the right; or if thou depart to the 
right hand, then I will go to the left." It 
reminds us of Phil. iv. 5, " L e t your modera
tion [yieldingness] be known unto all: the 
Lord is at hand." Abram was the elder, 
and might well have claimed his right to 
make the choice, but in grace he left it to 
Lot to choose. His choice was quickly made; 
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no reference to God, only present interest was 
looked to. He beheld the well-watered plain, 
like the garden of the Lord, and, despite the 
character of its inhabitants, he decided to 
settle there. It is just at this point that 
verse 14 comes in : 

'• And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot 
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and 
look from the place where thou art northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed for ever." 

It is beautiful to notice the occasions which 
the Lord chooses to manifest Himself to His 
children. If there is something that has cost 
you a pang to obey, that is just the time H e 
will make choice of to draw near to your soul 
and reveal Himself. Thus He will more than 
make up to you for anything you have sacri
ficed for His sake. And the Lord enlarges 
the promise as he repeats it; it is now, " I 
will make thy seed as the dust of the earth," 
&c. Here is a large promise and uncondi
tional, a promise suited to sustain and com
fort him at a time when the flesh might be 
tempting him to say, " W h a t a fool I was! 
Lot has chosen the very best of the land, and 
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I may one day be left to starve on these bare 

mountains." 

Now look at chapter xv. 5, 6. 

"And He brought him forth abroad, and said, 
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou 
be able to number them : and He said unto him, So 
shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and 
He counted it to him for righteousness." 

Abram knew that according to nature it was 
not only unlikely, but impossible, at his age 
and that of his wife, that they should have a 
son. He seems to fear lest after all his steward 
would be his heir. It is night, and the Lord 
takes him forth out of his tent, tells him to-
look up and say if he can count the stars. 
" S o shall thy seed be," is the renewed pro
mise. Abram does not question or doubt the 
word. " H e believed in the Lord, and H e 
counted it to him for righteousness." 

Having thus "believed," Abram goes 
on to make inquiries, not in unbelief, but 
that he might have fuller understanding and 
permanent assurance—so in verse 8, " Lord 
God, whereby shall I know that I shall in
herit it." Then follows the wonderful ex
perience, vision, and prophecy of verses 
9 to 18. 
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The ordinary idea of a covenant is an 
agreement between two parties, imposing 
certain conditions upon each. But that is 
not the nature of God's covenant of grace. 
In this covenant with Abram there is no 
"if" or "but." It is sovereign grace. The 
land here promised to Abram's seed is from 
the Nile to the Euphrates. If you look at a 
map you will see how large a portion that 
covers, and not even at the time of Israel's 
greatest prosperity under Solomon did their 
dominion extend so far. This covenant of 
Genesis xv. remains to be fulfilled, and as 
certainly as God has spoken it, Abraham's 
seed shall inherit and occupy that land, and 
Christ, the Son of David, shall be their King. 

Chapter xvii. "And when Abram was 
ninety years old and nine." Every year that 
passed was rendering the fulfilment of the 
promise more unlikely; according to nature 
it was an utter impossibility. And so Abram 
reckoned that he and his wife were as good 
as dead. At this point the Lord again ap
peared unto Abram, and spoke in such terms 
as to answer the thoughts of his heart. " I 
am the Almighty God." Now read carefully 
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verses 2 to 8, and count the number of times 
the Lord says " I will." Law says, " Thou 
shalt;" grace says, " I will," and all our 
covenant blessings are based upon God's 
eternal " I will." Here the promise is again 
repeated and enlarged. 

" Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, • And to seeds,* as of many; 
but as of one, • And to thy Seed,' which is Christ" 
(Gal. iii. 16). 

You and I might not have taken any 
notice of what is here by the Spirit 
pointed out, and indeed from the peculiar 
nature of the word " seed," which may be 
either singular or plural in English, we .would 
not have seen that here it is singular. Again, 
though it is singular and refers to one par
ticular person, we might have thought it 
meant Isaac. But here we are informed that 
the Seed of Abraham, to whom the promises 
are confirmed, is Christ. All the promises 
centre and have their end and fulfilment in 
Him, and it is in Him that you and I come 
in for all—" Joint-heirs with Christ." " If 
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise." 
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Four hundred and thirty years after the 
promises to Abraham, God entered into a 
covenant with Israel at Sinai. God said, 
" T h o u shal t ;" Israel said, "Al l that the 
Lord hath spoken will we do." That is a 
covenant of law. God is one party to i t ; 
Israel is the other. If Israel fail, God is 
under no obligation to fulfil His part of the 
bargain. 

But this could in no way alter or affect the 
unconditional covenant of promise which God 
gave to Abraham four hundred and thirty 
years before. The law came in by the way, 
but had no power to disannul the promise 
made to Abraham, or make it of no effect. 
God gave the inheritance to Abram by pro
mise. That which was given by promise 
unconditionally cannot be altered by any 
subsequent transaction. The law may come 
in in the meantime, and the fulfilment of the 
promise may be postponed, but in God's own 
time it must and will be fulfilled. Now, our 
blessings being all of grace, are all of the 
nature of promise. It is not that we have 
contracted to fulfil one side of a bargain and 
God the other. It is all on God's side. W e 
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have but to BELIEVE, and God undertakes to 
save us to the end. 

"And the Lord appeared unto him (Isaac), and 
said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land 
which I shall tell thee of: sojourn in this land, and 
I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto 
thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, 
and I will perform the oath which I sware unto 
Abraham thy father " (Gen. xxvi. 2, 3). 

Here is the promise that was originally 
made and confirmed by oath to Abram again 
repeated and confirmed to Isaac, his son. 
Ishmael was the child of the flesh, not the 
child of the promise. 

*' And, behold, the Lord said, I am the Lord God 
of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed" (Gen. 28. 13, &c). 

Here again the promise is confirmed to 
Jacob in his dream. Again it is uncondi
tional; again it is the unfailing " I will." 
How does Jacob respond to it? "And 
Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will 
be with m e ! " What an answer to an 
unconditional promise made in sovereign 
grace! "If"! So Jacob tries to make a 
bargain with God. " If God will do so and 
so, then I will do this and that." What low 
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ground Jacob was on! Read through all 
Jacob's changeful history and you will find 
it issues in one great demonstration, that 
Jacob broke down in all his promises, but 
God was faithful to Jacob to the very last. 

I have read all these passages in order to 
show that God has committed Himself fully 
to do certain things in the future for Abra
ham's seed, in the line of Isaac and of Jacob. 
He has given promises that H e is under 
obligation to fulfil, apart altogether from 
their condition, apart from their breach of 
the law, apart from their behaviour as a 
nation, which is as bad as could be from 
first to last. If God has promised to place 
Israel in the land, and to give them possession 
of it permanently from the Nile to the Eu
phrates, and to bless them abundantly therein, 
I know that He in His own time and way 
will do it. 

You may say, " Well, there is very little 
sign of it yet." I answer that I am not sur
prised at that, for it is not in this dispensa
tion that God is going to do it. In the 
meantime God is doing another work. He 
is gathering out an elect people, out from the 
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Jews and out from the Gentiles, and uniting 
them to the risen, glorified Christ in heaven. 
Christ is the Head of the body, and they are 
the members. Not until the last member of 
this elect body is gathered out will the pro
mises made to Israel be fulfilled. The bless
ings that God is now bestowing are not 
national, but individual. The nations, as 
such, are rushing on to ruin. There arc 
more heathens it the world now than when 
the Lord Jesus was upon earth, and even the 
nations that are professedly Christian are 
casting off all acknowledgment of God and 
of Christ. The Gospel is not " leavening 
the world,'' but it is effecting God's purpose, 
and will do so, notwithstanding the enmity 
of the world and the awful failure of the 
Church. 

CHAPTER V. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 

T WILL ask you to look with me at Scrip
tures concerning three destructions of 

Jerusalem. Jerusalem has been twice des-

D 
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troyed in the past, and there is yet another 
destruction coming for that notable city. 

*• Nebuzar-adan burnt the house of the Lord, and 
the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, 
and every great man's house burnt he with fire. 
And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of 
Jerusalem round about" (2 Kings xxv.; read verses 
1 to 12). 

It is not necessary to read other Scriptures 
concerning that great event. 

God had borne long with the people. 
He had sent His messengers, His pro
phets, year after year declaring to them 
their sins, and telling them the judgments 
that would certainly come if they turned 
not to the Lord. But they persisted in 
their course of iniquity, and the land be
came filled with idols. They turned their 
backs upon Jehovah, and became a nation 
of idolators. Consequently God, in fulfil
ment of His word, sent against them the 
King of Assyria, who carried away captive 
the ten tribes of Israel to beyond the river 
Euphrates, beyond Babylon, away into 
Assyria. And it is remarkable that that is 
the land out of which God brought Abraham. 
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He was called " Abram the Hebrew," which 
means " one who has passed over/* because 
he had passed over the river Euphrates into 
the land of Canaan. He was brought from 
amongst an idolatrous people to serve the 
Lord in the Land of Promise. Because of 
their idolatry God caused them to be carried 
away back to this land of heathenism. 

Then after this, because Judah and Benja
min did not take warning and gave no heed 
to the judgments that God still declared were 
coming, God's patience being exhausted, the 
time came also for their chastisement. 

At the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the King 
of Babylon, they were carried away captive, 
*nd Jerusalem was given up to the enemy, 
the house of the Lord was burned with fire, 
and all the houses of the great men in Jeru
salem, God had at last forsaken His habi
tation. This is the first destruction of Jeru
salem. 

Turn to Luke xxi. for the next destruction. 

Verse 10: "And when ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then know that the desola
tion thereof is nigh." 

Notice there that God foretold in perfectly 
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plain, literal language the destruction that 
was coming upon Jerusalem. It did not take 
place for a considerable time after the Lord 
Jesus Christ had gone to heaven, and the 
Holy Spirit had come down, and the Gospel 
had been proclaimed in Jerusalem, and in 
Judea, and all round about. But the Jews 
as a nation rejected the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit, and consequently this judgment 
as predicted took place. 

But I want you to look at one or two other 
Scriptures about it. 

" For ye, brethren, become followers of the 
churches of God which in Judea are in Christ 
Jesus, for ye also have suffered like things of your 
own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews, 
who both killed the Lord Jesus and their own 
prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please 
not God, and are contrary to all men ; forbidding us 
to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to 
fill up their sin alway: for the wrath is come upon 
them to the uttermost'' (i Thess. ii. 14). 

Here the Jews are charged with the cruci
fixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, with perse
cuting the messengers of Christ who preached 
the Gospel with the power of the Holy 
Spirit sent down from heaven, and with 
standing in the way of the testimony of 
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God's grace to the Gentiles. Thus they 
were filling up their cup of iniquity, till at 
last the judgment that had been spoken by 
the Lord Jesus Christ came upon them to 
the uttermost. 

" And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah 
be cut off, but not for Himself, and the people of the 
Prince that shall come [that is the last great head of 
the Roman Empire, yet future] shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations 
are determined " (Daniel ix. 26). 

Now, that agrees exactly with the words of 
the Lord Jesus Christ when He said: "Jeru
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles 
till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 
" Desolations are determined.'* And that 
is what has been since the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Titus—it has been desola
tion, scattering, persecution, all down these 
eighteen centuries. 

11 And when He was come near, He beheld the 
city, and wept over it" (Luke xix. 41). 

We find again a detailed prophecy of the 
destruction of that guilty city, and notice 
that the very thought of it drew forth bitter 
tears from the eyes of the blessed Lord. 
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O what a tender heart! He sat there on 
Olivet's brow, and looking down on the city 
He wept as He thought of the judgment 
that was coming. He was full of anguish 
and sorrow for what was to take place in 
that guilty city, and gave vent to his feelings 
in the words we have read, in tears. "Though 
He had done so many miracles before them, 
yet they believed not on Him, that it might 
be fulfilled that was written by Esaias the 
prophet, ' He has hardened their hearts and 
blinded their eyes V But does God harden 
people's hearts and blind their eyes ? Not 
before they have rejected the clearest evi
dence. Christ said : " If ye believe Me not, 
believe Me for the very work's sake ; " i.e., 
" look at my credentials, at the works I have 
performed." In John v. 35-39 He appeals 
to four witnesses—that of John, verse 33 ; 
of His works, verse 36; of the voice from 
heaven, verse 37; and of the Scriptures, 
verse 39. But they resisted all testimony, 
and took counsel to put Him to death. 
Therefore their hearts were hardened and 
their eyes blinded. 

•• And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
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shall be led away captive into all nations : and Jeru
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled " (Luke xxi. 24). 

I want you to observe that what is here 
foretold has taken place exactly ; that Jeru
salem and the land of Canaan have been 
trodden down by the Gentiles, and the Jews, 
to whom it pertains, have been cast out of it, 
and scattered into every nation on the face 
of the earth. The prophecy is literally ful
filled. In every nation you visit you will 
find the Jew, and the Jews are not mixed up 
with the other nations. They are a separate 
people still, and meantime the Turk and the 
Mohammedan tread down the inheritance of 
Israel. But it is only for a definite period. 
The Lord Jesus says that will come to an 
end. It is only "unt i l the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled." These times of the 
Gentiles began when God gave Nebuchad
nezzar authority to take possession of Israel, 
to carry away the people of Jerusalem and 
Judea captive. H e put dominion into the 
hand of the Gentile, and dominion will re
main in the hand of the Gentile until the 
Lord Jesus Christ comes in His glory, and 
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the saints with Him, to take possession of 
His kingdom. Then will the times of the 
Gentiles be at an end. That will be the day 
of Christ, not of the Gentiles. Then the 
children of Israel will become the head, and 
not the tail. The veil shall be taken from 
their hearts, and they, according to God's 
promise, will become the precedent nation 
on the earth. 

" Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy 
spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I 
will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle " 
(Zech. xiv. 1,2). 

It was the Roman army only that was 
gathered against Jerusalem in the days of 
its last destruction. 

" And the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city 
shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city. Then 
shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those 
nations, as when He fought in the day of battle. 
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east" 
(verses 2, 3, 4). 

You cannot spiritualise that. The very 
same feet that stood on the Mount of 
Olives when He was here shall in that 
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day again stand on the Mount of Olives. 
But what a dayl 

M And the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, 
and there shall be a very great valley: and half of 
the mountain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south " (verse 4). 

The very touch of those feet will cause it to 
cleave asunder. It will be a cleft that will 
accomplish the purpose of God. We hear of 
earthquakes, and there are many earthquakes 
taking place, and these may be premonitions 
that the end is drawing near. You say, 
u Thesehave always been." Yes; all through 
this period of Jerusalem being trodden down 
and the people scattered, there have been 
earthquakes, commotions, famines, pesti
lences, just telling .us that the whole world 
is out of order. It is more completely given 
up to the devil than ever it was. God has 
retired further from direct interference with 
the course of events than ever before. True, 
God is gathering out a people for His Son; 
but the world is one mass of confusion, and 
under Satanic power. These things are now 
going on, but when the Lord shall come, 
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" the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof." 

" And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; 
for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: 
yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: 
and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints 
with Thee " (verse 5). 

" All the saints." You and I, chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, 
shall come with Him in that day of His 
glory. So that in that future, that third 
destruction of Jerusalem, the enemy is not 
to be allowed any longer to tread it down. 
Satan is laid hold of by a mightier power, 
and this third destruction is the commence
ment of Jerusalem's restoration. 

But in the meantime Jerusalem has to be 
rebuilt; the people have to go back to their 
land of necessity, because when the Lord 
comes He finds Jerusalem an established 
city; He finds the people back in their land; 
the temple worship going on; and the thing 
called "the abomination of desolation" set 
up in that temple. The people at that time 
shall have made a covenant with the man 
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that is called "the wicked one," " a covenant 
with hell." 

It is not a godly nation that is found back 
in the land. There will be a remnant that 
God will reserve for Himself according to 
the election of grace. But I want you to 
see the people go back to their land, not as 
a saved people, not even as a repenting 
people. They first go back and people the 
land as a national movement, simply as Jews, 
as rejectors of Christ, and establish their 
own form of worship, the Mosaic economy 
revived. 

At this moment some are making a plan 
of the temple according to the book of 
Ezekiel, to be prepared to set it up when the 
time comes. How soon this time may arrive 
we do not know. This we do know, that the 
Jews are returning rapidly to their land; they 
are cultivating the soil; railways are being 
made. Rain is now being given to the land, 
making it fertile, such as has not been for 
centuries. God is making preparations for 
the scenes of the last days. The end is 
coming very near. And if these days are 
coming near, how much nearer is the coming 
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of Him who is going to take us to Himself 
before these last scenes take place? So 
remember, if we see already the beginnings 
of these things that must surely come to 
pass, we know His coming for us is nearer 
still. 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS 

TO PALESTINE. 

*\ 1 7E have seen that in Scripture Jerusalem 
is spoken of as being three times 

destroyed—twice in the past and once in the 
future. 

Likewise we read of three national restora
tions of the people to their land. 

" And this whole land shall be a desolation and an 
astonishment, and these nations shall serve the King 
of Babylon seventy years " (Jer. xxv. n ) , 

••To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths; 
for as long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to 
fulfil threescore and ten years " (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21). 

One of Jehovah's appointments was that 
the land of Israel should neither be sown 
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nor reaped every seventh year. But unbe
lieving hearts were always ready to disobey 
God. Just as the people in the wilderness 
refused to rest and went out upon the seventh 
day to gather the manna, so Israel refused 
to allow the land to rest on the seventh 
year; they would till it, they would sow and 
reap, though Jehovah had forbidden it. 

Man complains of " the curse of labour/* 
and yet when God wants him to rest he 
won't. Long and exhaustive hours of labour 
with few holidays was not God's mind. He 
wanted man to have happy times and 
abundance of rest, but not idleness. " Abund
ance of idleness " was the soil in which the 
abominations of Sodom were developed. 
(See Ezek. xvi. 49.) 

Thus in the overruling providence of God 
He caused that the land should enjoy its 
Sabbatic years in spite of Israel's disobedience 
—the land kept Sabbath during the seventy 
years of the Babylonish captivity. 

" In the first year of Darius . . . I, Daniel, under
stood by books the number of the years, whereof the 
word of the Lord came to J jremiah the Prophet, that 
he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations 
of Jerusalem " (Dan. ix. i, 2). 
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When Daniel had made this discovery, 
did he say, " It matters not whether I pray 
about it, or take an interest in the purposes 
of God or not; He will accomplish them all 
the same ?'' Not so; but in verse 3 we read: 

41 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek 
by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sack
cloth, and ashes." 

Earnestly he sought that the people might 
be brought into a fit condition to receive the 
promised blessing, and now that the time 
was drawing near he confessed the sin of 
the nation as if it had been his own, and 
besought the mercy of the Lord. 

How often have we, in deep humiliation, 
confessed the sin of the whole Church of 
God as our own, and besought Him that 
we might be brought into a fit condition to 
receive the blessing ? As the land requires 
to be prepared to receive the seed, so our 
hearts have to be fitted to receive the blessing. 

" Now, these are the children of the province that 
went up out of the captivity, and those which had 
been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon had carried away into Babylon, and came 
again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his 
city" (Ezraii. 1). 
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In view of certain errors that are abroad 
in these days, I want you to note this verse 
particularly. Who were they that returned 
to Jerusalem with Ezra? This verse an
swers ; it was those whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away of the tribes of Judah, 
Benjamin, and the Levites among them. 
Was it those who had been carried away 
of the ten tribes by Shalmanezer into the 
land beyond the Euphrates? No. They 
did not return. 

These are called Jews; that means " inha
bitants of Judea"—such is the origin of the 
title, and however generally it may be used 
now-a-days by those who have not studied 
these subjects, it properly does not apply to 
the ten tribes, but to those whose forefathers 
remained true to the house of David. The 
ten tribes were carried away into Assyria far 
beyond Babylon, and we read nothing of their 
having been brought back, though we know 
from other Scriptures that they will be, in 
the future. 

We are sometimes told that the British or 
Anglo-Saxons are the ten tribes. It would 
not be hard to prove that this is impossible. 
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We cannot speak dogmatically as to where 
they are; James addressed his epistle to the 
whole twelve tribes, evidently recognising 
the fact of their existence somewhere. God 
knows where they are, and will gather them 
again when His time comes; but those who 
returned to Jerusalem, who peopled the land 
and occupied it when the Lord Jesus was 
upon earth, and who were guilty of putting 
Him to death, were not the ten tribes of the 
Assyrian captivity, but the Jews. 

True, there are one or two names inciden
tally mentioned of persons who belonged to 
other tribes, but they are merely individuals. 
The fact is that it is the Jews, viz., the 
descendants of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, 
who were guilty of the murder of the Messiah; 
it is they who have been scattered and per
secuted in every land since the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Titus. Again they will be 
brought back to Jerusalem, and will there 
pass through the great tribulation because of 
the awful sin of having rejected and crucified 
the Lord of Glory, and having called out, 
" His blood be upon us and on our children." 

As to the ten tribes, I am not going to say 
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where they are. My belief is that they will 
be found somewhere in the direction they 
were carried to by Shalmanezer, in Central 
Asia, among the Nestorians or the tribes ot 
Afganistan, or even in Western China. 

Having glanced at the restoration to the 
land of that part of the nation which was 
led by Ezra and Nehemiah, let us now look 
at a restoration that is still future. 

11 Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and 
declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scat
tered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a. 
shepherd does his flock" (Jer. xxxi. 10). 

This clearly predicts a future restoration, not 
merely a political movement in unbelief, but 
a return as the redeemed of the Lord at His 
call. Take another passage: 

" Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, 
whither I have driven them iu Mine anger, and in 
My fury, and in great wrath ; and I will bring them 
again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely : and they shall be My people, and I will be 
their God : and I will give them one heart, and one 
way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them: and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good: but I 
will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from Me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to 

E 
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do them good, and I will plant them in this land 
assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole 
soul" (Jer. xxxii. 37-41). 

Notice that Jehovah here says His whole 
heart and His whole soul are in this yet 
future restoration. As He says elsewhere, 
"The zeal of the Lord oi Hosts will do this." 
Now, let me ask, is it right that you and I 
should be indifferent about events shortly to 
take place, upon which the whole heart and 
soul of Jehovah is set ? Surely such things 
demand the loving interest of every one who 
desires to have fellowship with God in the 
working out of the counsels of His grace. 

What I want to make clear is that this 
return to the land is yet future, and that 
any present gathering of the Jews back to 
Palestine differs entirely from the return we 
are looking at in all essential features. 

" The word of the Lord came again unto me, say
ing, Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, 
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of 
Israel his companions: then take another stick, and 
write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and 
for all the house of Israel his companions 

Here we have a very notable feature of 
that future restoration; it is not the return 



THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS. 59 

of the Jews only, but of all Israel. There 
is Judah, representing also Benjamin and 
Levi, and there is Ephraim, representing 
here, as elsewhere frequently, the ten tribes. 
u and join them one to another into one stick, and they 
shall become one in thine hand. And when the 
children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, 
Wilt thou not show us what thou meanest by these ? 
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I 
will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 
Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and 
will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, 
and make them one stick, and they shall be one in 
Mine hand. And the sticks whereon thou writest 
shall be in thine hand before their eyes. And say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God : Behold, I will 
take the children of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone, and will gather them on every 
side, and bring them into their own land ; and I will 
make them one nation in the land upon the moun
tains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them 
all; and they shall be no more two nations, neither 
shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at 
all; neither shall they defile themselves any more 
with their idols, nor with their detestable things, 
nor with any of their transgressions; but I will save 
them out of their dwelling-places, wherein they have 
sinned, and will cleanse them; so shall they be My 
people, and I will be their God. And David My ser
vant shall be king over them " (Ezek. xxxvii. 15-24). 

That is " the Son of David " who in many 
passages is called David. 
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This future restoration, then, is of the 
whole nation, the twelve tribes, and is not 
merely a political movement, but a great 
spiritual regeneration of the nation, a work 
of grace according to the New Covenant in 
fulfilment of the promise made to Abram, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and later to David. 

M And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall set His hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of His people, which shall be 
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Path-
ros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of 
the sea" (Isa. xi. u ) . 

We are here given the lands from which in 
that day the remnant of Jehovah's people shall 
be brought. There is Assyria, whither the 
ten tribes were originally taken as captives. 
There is Egypt; no doubt many at least of 
the Jewish portion are there. Pathros and 
Cush denote Ethiopia, the Soudan, and 
possibly farther into Central Africa. Elam 
and Shinar, that is Persia, or that district to 
which the ten tribes were carried captive. 

In Isaiah xlix. 12 we have further infor
mation : 

#l Behold, these shall come from far 
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probably referring to the far south, as the 
Queen of Sheba—Queen of the South—was 
said to have come from the uttermost parts 
of the earth: 

" and, lo, these from the north and from the west; 
and these from the land of Shinim; " 

or China, being far east, the only direction 
not yet mentioned. 

Then in verse 21 surprise is expressed at 
the congregating of so many from unknown 
parts. "These, where had they been?" 
Exactly what we should expect to hear when 
the " lost" ten tribes are found! 

" And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth " (Isa. xi. 12). 

All these passages combine to prove that 
the future restoration to the land is to be of 
the entire nation, from all parts of the earth; 
that it is a spiritual return to the Lord, and 
not merely a political movement; and that 
it is to be accompanied by the revelation to 
them of the Lord Jesus, their long-rejected 
Messiah. 

There is a question which no Jew can 
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answer: If for abominable idolatries they 
were carried away into captivity for seventy 
years; if after their return idolatry was never 
set up in the land, what, then, is the terrible 
crime which has brought upon them nineteen 
centuries of exile and sorrow? How is it 
that Jehovah hears not their cry, and inter
poses not for their restoration ? 

We know that it is because they rejected 
the Messiah, and they too will yet be brought 
to know and own it in the language of Isa. liii. 

11 For the children of Israel shall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without teraphim; afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
God, and David their king ; and shall fear the Lord 
and His goodness in the latter days'* (Hoseaiii, 4, 5). 

Here it is definitely foretold that Israel's 
exile from their land was to be for a length
ened period—" many days." 

At this moment they are without a king, 
and even without a prince who could be 
regarded as heir to the throne. They are 
without a sacrifice, for that involves an altar 
and priest, and a fixed place of worship of 
Jehovah's choice. But they have only 
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synagogue worship; so long as they are in 
strange lands they can have no tempi* service. 

They are without an image, or rather a 
pillar, symbol of settlement; and without 
an ephod, the priestly robe taken as repre
senting the office of priesthood, and yet 
although they are brought so low, they are 
without "teraphim," or household gods; the 
demon of idolatry once cast out has not yet 
returned to the house he left. 

Even the most pious of the Jews, who 
cleave to the Old Testament Scriptures, 
are in great perplexity as to all the calamities 
that have come upon them, for the vail is 
upon their hearts and they do not see Him 
of whom the Scriptures testify. 

Many of them are yearning to be back in 
their land, and to have the worship of 
Jehovah re-established, with temple, altar, 
priesthood, sacrifices, as of old. 

The movement in that direction, at present 
gaining force, will doubtless develop, and 
ere long we shall see a Jewish nation planted 
again in Palestine. This is the restoration 
that comes in necessarily between the past 
and the future, which we have been con-
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sidering. It must be so, for all the latter-
day scenes as regards Israel are connected 
with Jerusalem and the land. But of this 
return of the Jews we read very little in 
Scripture. It is a movement that the Holy 
Spirit does not dwell upon. It is probably 
referred to in parable by the Lord in Matt. 
xii. 43-45—fearful picture of moral depravity 
combined with outward prosperity. A 
cleansed land, but a devil-possessed people. 

But this passage in Hosea, so explicit and 
so remarkably fulfilled, is silent as to what 
God is doing during the period of Israel's 
dispersion. 

That, so far as the Old Testament is 
concerned, is a dead secret. As to Israel, 
nationally, God is in a sense disowning them. 
He is saying to them, "Lo amtni"—"Not 
My people." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE ELECT REMNANT. 

TN the meantime, what is God doing? 
Has He given them all over to unbelief ? 

" Hath God cast away His people ? God forbid. 
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin " (Rom. xi. 1). 

Saul was therefore a descendant of those 
who returned from captivity with Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Moreover, he was one of those 
who gloried in the murder of Christ. 

•' God hath not cast away His people whom He 
foreknew " (Rom. xi. 2). 

Even in Elijah's day of utter apostasy, 
when he made intercession against Israel— 
forgetting even such an one as Obadiah, and 
thinking there was no one left true to 
Jehovah but himself—even then God said 
to him: 

" I have reserved unto Myself, 7000 who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal." 

But has God reserved a remnant for 
Himself in this age? Yes. 



6 6 GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE. 

" At this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace." 

Who are they ? Paul says, " I am a speci
men of these—I am one of those whom God 
has reserved and saved in sovereign grace." 

Paul reckons himself to be one of the pre
sent-day remnant, "according to the election 
of grace." He then shows how works are 
excluded as a ground of blessing by the 
principle of grace. 

"If by grace, then it is no more of works; other
wise, grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then it is no more grace; otherwise, work is no more 
work." 

God saved Saul of Tarsus on the road to 
Damascus, even in the midst of his breathings 
out of threatenings and slaughter against all 
who confessed Christ. Truly he was a speci
men of salvation by grace, " the chief of 
sinners," in whom God showed all long-
suffering. 

But there were many such, for in Acts xxi. 
20 we read that when Paul went up to Jeru
salem, they said to him: 

" Thou seest, brother, how many thousands there 
are of Jews which believe." 

The word here rendered "thousands" should 
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be "myriads'- or "tens of thousands." So 
that the remnant of that day may have 
amounted to hundreds of thousands. 

Wherever Paul went, his first testimony 
was to the Jews; he first sought for the 
Synagogue, and only when the Jews rejected 
the testimony of Jesus Christ did he turn to 
the Gentiles. The ministry, of the Lord 
Jesus was for the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel; He never overstepped the limits of 
the land of Canaan. 

•• Unto you first, God, having raised up His Son 
Jesus, sent Him to bless you " (Acts iii. 26). 

The Lord's instruction to the apostles was, 
"Beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 47). 
At Antioch, in Pisidia, Paul said to them: 

"It was necessary that the Word of God should 
first have been spoken to you " (Acts xiii. 46). 

At Rome, Paul first called the chief of the 
Jews together; to them he expounded the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, con
cluding his exhortation with the words: 

"Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation 
of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will 
hear it" (Acts xxviii. 17, 23, 28). 
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Thus the place of priority and privilege 
that God gave to Israel is recognised even in 
the present dispensation, although the Gospel 
is equally for all, without respect to nationality 
or any other human distinction. 

Sometimes we hear the Church spoken of 
as being Gentile, but the Church is not Gen
tile any more than it is Jewish. It is out of 
twain that the "one new man " is made. It 
is composed of those who were as to the flesh 
Jews, and of those who were as to the flesh 
Gentiles; but being " in Christ," there is no 
longer Jew or Greek—they are reckoned by 
God to have been put to death in Christ, and 
to be alive unto God in Him. 

There were " churches of the Gentiles," 
i.e. churches in Gentile countries, and com
posed of those who had been Gentiles, or 
" the*uncircumcision according to the flesh," 
but that is very different from saying that 
the Church is Gentile, and calling it a 
" Gentile Bride! " 

Let us now turn to i Cor. x. 32: 

" Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the 
Gentiles, nor to the Church of God." 

This is God's way of mapping out all on 
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the face of the earth. You must either be a 
Jew, and that means that you are in the flesh; 
or a Gentile, and that means that you are in 
the flesh; or else you belong to "the Church 
of God," and that means that you are IN 
CHRIST. That is "the Church of God, 
which He hath purchased with His own 
Blood," and which has been incorporated by 
the Holy Spirit into one body, of which Christ 
is the Head. The Jew, when he believes on 
the Lord Jesus, is, so to speak, un-Jewed; 
the Gentile is un-Gentiled. The flesh to 
which these distinctions pertain is reckoned 
by God to be dead and buried, and henceforth 
both are seen only "in Christ," united to Him, 
and of that " Church which is His Body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all." 

God is at the present time working out 
this, His deep, unfathomable counsel, which 
was indeed kept secret since the world began. 
He is gathering out from every nation those 
who are to form the Body of Christ, the 
Bride of the Lamb, during this period in 
which Israel is nationally rejected and in
dividually scattered over the earth. In the 
Old Testament, whilst the period of Israel's 
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dispersion is clearly predicted, there is no 
indication as to how long it is to continue— 
simply it is to be for "many days;" and 
there is no information as to the nature of 
the work of surpassing grace that is to be 
effected during that period. It is pre-emi
nently "the acceptable year," " the day of 
salvation." It has been lengthened out for 
nearly nineteen centuries, and when it will 
terminate we know not. 

But we believe that the number of the 
elect of whom that wondrous body is to be 
composed will soon be completed. At its 
completion the Lord Jesus will come from 
heaven and take at once, whether asleep or 
alive, all who have believed on Him—one 
glorified company, to be for ever in the 
heavens with Himself. They will share His 
kingdom and His glory, come with Him 
when He is manifested, reign with Him 
when He reigns, judge with Him when He 
executes judgment, and be His companions 
throughout eternity. 

When that has taken place, God will 
resume His dealings with the world. The 
old distinction of "Jew and Gentile," or 
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" Israel and the nations," will be revived. 
Both in mercy and in judgment He will deal 
first and specially with the Jew. The centre 
of His governmental ways will again be 
Jerusalem. The saved remnant at that time 
will be Jews still, the Church having been 
translated to heaven, and saved Gentiles will 
be Gentiles still. 

Now I want to refer to a few Scriptures to 
show that on the completion of this heavenly 
election, called the Church (Ecclesia), or 
" the Body of Christ," God will resume the 
old distinction of Jew and Gentile, and will 
deal with His people Israel in their land, 
with Jerusalem as the centre, in judgment 
with the apostate nation, and in grace with 
the elect, the saved remnant of that day. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE NATIONAL REVIVAL OF ISRAEL. 

TN Zechariah xiv. 1-4 we read: 

" Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city 
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shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women 
ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be 
cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, 
and fight against those nations, as when He fought in 
the day of battle. And His feet shall stand in that 
day upon the Mount of Olives." 

When Jerusalem was last destroyed by Titus 
in the year A.D. 70, only one nation came 
against it to battle. Nor was it half the city 
that then went into captivity ; the whole 
city was razed to its foundations. The Lord 
did not then interfere and fight against the 
conquering host, nor did His feet stand again 
upon the Mount of Olives. No earthquake 
rent the mountain, and the remnant of Israel 
was not restored, but scattered. 

So it is clear that this passage in no sense 
applies to any past destruction of Jerusalem; 
its fulfilment must be future. Now, I refer 
to this Scripture only to show that Jerusalem 
must be rebuilt and inhabited, for yet again 
it must be the centre of God's dealings with 
Israel and with the world. 

Now let us refer to Daniel ix. 24 in further 
proof of the point I am at. We need not at 
present go over the verses in detail, as we 
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shall have to return to them again, but 
notice, " sacrifices and oblations" are referred 
to, and we know these could only be offered 
at Jerusalem. The "sanctuary " and "the 
daily sacrifice " are mentioned, which implies 
that the temple must then have been rebuilt, 
and the worship of God re-established : all 
will be going on in form very much as in the 
day when the Lord was upon the earth. 

Now turn to Matt. xxiv. 14-16: 

" And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations ; and 
then shall the end come. When ye therefore shall 
see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso 
readeth, let him understand): then let them which 
be in Judea flee into the mountains." 

The reference here to "the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel," conclusively 
proves that this also is prophetic of a future 
day. 

Then in Luke xxi. 24 we read: 
"And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 

shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jeru
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

That this has. been literally fulfilled is per
fectly clear and undoubted. But between 

F 
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this verse and the next there is a great gap, 
covering eighteen or nineteen centuries. 
Jerusalem is still trodden down of the 
Gentiles. " The times of the Gentiles " have 
not yet run their course. 

But read on—verses 25-27: 

"And there shall be signs in the sun and in the 
moon and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud, with power and great glory." 

This, it is plain, has not yet been fulfilled. 
Now, all the discourse recorded in Matthew 
xxiv. and Luke xxi. is spoken in response to 
enquiries and remarks about the buildings of 
the temple, and the whole is connected with 
the future of Jerusalem, and of the temple, 
and of the Jewish nation. 

It is there, upon the battlements of that 
temple, that the idols of the desolator shall 
be set up; yea, as we read elsewhere, this 
same person shall himself sit in that temple 
as God claiming the worship of the apostate 
nation. 
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Turn now to 2 Thess. ii. 1: 
"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto Him." 

This describes what I have been speaking 
of, viz., the completion of "the Church," 
" the Body of Christ." That is the event 
the Thessalonian saints had been taught to 
look and wait for. It was "the blessed 
Hope" to them, and their hearts had laid 
hold of it. 

Verse 2: 

" That ye be not soon shaken in mind or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter, as from us." 

Satan will resort to the meanest tricks if by 
any means he may deceive or stumble the 
children of God. It is evident from the 
language here used that a letter had come 
to the Thessalonian Church purporting to 
be from the Apostle Paul, a forgery and a 
deception. In confirmation of this read the 
17th verse of the last chapter : 

41 The salutation of me, Paul, with mine own hand, 
which-is the token in every epistle: so I write." 

Thus he assures them that this letter, at 
least, is not a forgery. There may be some 
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ground for the thought that the " thorn in 
the flesh " from which Paul suffered was an 
aftection of the eyes, which prevented him 
writing, and on account of which his letters 
were written to his dictation by an amanu
ensis, and signed by himself. In Gal. vi. 11 r 

R.V., he says: 

'• See with how large letters I have written unto 
you with mine own hand." 

This being probably the only espistle written 
by himself, and hence he alludes to the large
ness of the writing owing to his defective 
sight, not to the length of the epistle. 

Now, this forged letter was Satan's mean 
attempt to alarm them and spoil them of 
their hope: it had declared to them that 
" the day of the Lord was now present '* 
(see R.V.)—not " at hand," as in the Author
ised Version. This would have meant that 
instead of being " gathered together unto 
Him"—"caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air," as they expected and had been 
taught — they were left behind to pass 
through the unprecedented terrors of that 
day. 

Was it the thought that the coming of 
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the Lord was near that troubled them ? 
Assuredly not. His coming for His own is 
one thing, " t h e day of the L o r d " is quite 
another. The coming of the Lord is that 
for which they had been waiting in blessed 
expectation. To be told that the Lord 
would return for them before sunset would 
not have alarmed them; but to be left to 
pass through the day of the Lord, the day 
of His vengeance, of the pouring out of the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth, 
and of the culmination of Satan's rage, that 
was quite another thing, and well might 
they be alarmed. It is not, as some say, 
that from the first epistle they had been led 
to expect the immediate return of the Lord, 
and the second was written to rectify this 
error by showing that much must first take 
place. Those who hold such a view fail 
utterly to observe that the two epistles.refer 
to two perfectly distinct things. The first is 
chiefly about the coming of the Lord into the 
air for His Church. The second is about His 
coming with His saints in judgment to the 
earth. Now read on : 

11 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
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day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per
dition: who opposeth and exhalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing him
self that he is God.M 

You remember that Jerusalem, notwith
standing its wickedness, is still called " the 
holy city" (see Matt, xxvii. 53). The city 
and the temple, though rebuilt by an unbe
lieving nation, will still be owned as " the 
holy city " and " the temple of God." It is 
the one place upon earth where Jehovah 
placed His name and established His sanc
tuary. His eye still rests upon it, and the 
time will come when that very place will be 
the centre of worship, and from it shall go 
forth the Word of the Lord to all the earth. 
The generally received thought that the 
Pope, sitting enthroned in the Church at 
Rome, is the Man of Sin sitting in the 
temple of God, will not bear comparison 
with the words of this Scripture. 

The Pope does not claim universal wor
ship : this man will. The Pope professes to 
honour and act for Christ: this man will 
deny the Father and the Son. 
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The system of Popery is as corrupt as 
Satan can make it, and there have been and 
are many antichrists, for the spirit of anti
christ has long been at work. It is lament
able that in this country Popery should be 
permitted to have such power, where martyrs 
bled and were burned to death to secure 
liberty for the Word of God and deliverance 
from its darkness and thraldom. Yet such 
is the delusion that is settling down upon this 
nation, whose most popular teachers set at 
naught and criticise the Holy Scriptures, 
and undermine the foundations of the faith 
once delivered to the saints. Turning their 
ears away from the truth, they are being 
turned to fables. 

But the Man of Sin, a person yet to be 
revealed, will sit in the temple of God at 
Jerusalem, denying the Christ that has come 
in the flesh, and saying, " I am Christ, I am 
God; worship me." Thus will be fulfilled 
the word of the Lord, " I am come in My 
Father's name, and ye receive Me not: if 
another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive " (John v. 43). 

But I have referred to this scripture in 
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2 Thess. here in order to confirm what I 
have already said, that the temple of Jeru
salem will be rebuilt, and Jewish worship 
carried on there. 

Then in Rev. xi. i this temple is again 
referred to as the temple of God: 

*' And there was given me a reed like unto a rod : 
and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 
therein. But the court which is without the temple 
leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto 
the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread 
under foot forty and two months. And I will give 
power unto My two witnesses, and they shall pro
phesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth. And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast that ascended 
out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And 
their dead bodies shall.lie in the streets of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified." 

And in immediate connection with it we 
have mention of the " two witnesses," whose 
three-and-a-half years* testimony is in Jeru
salem, where ultimately they are slain. It 
is not called Jerusalem, but its spiritual 
character is described as Sodom and Egypt, 
and its locality fixed as the place where our 
Lord was crucified. 
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All these passages go to prove that this 
movement, viz., the returning of the Jews to 
Palestine, the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the temple, the repopulation and cultivation 
of the land, must go on, and sooner or later 
be completed, in order to the fulfilment of all 
the scriptures in which the scenes of the last 
days are predicted. 

It is a national, not a spiritual movement, 
and already it has begun: the figtree is at 
last putting forth its buds, the winter of 
Israel's desolation is about to give place to 
a springtime of revival and a summer of 
glory. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE MORAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE 

AT RESTORATION. 

1VT O W I want you to look at a few scrip

tures from which to gather the moral 

character of the people at that day (Daniel 

xi. 32-35): 
"And such as do wickedly against the covenant 

shall he corrupt by flatteries : but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 
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And they that understand among the people shall 
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and 
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. 
Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with 
a little help : but many shall cleave to them with 
flatteries. And some of them of understanding shall 
fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them 
white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet 
for a time appointed." 

There shall be those among them who " know 
their God." This is " the remnant according 
to the election of grace.1' These I take to 
be those who have learned that Jesus, whom 
they once despised and rejected, was none 
other than the Messiah, and when He shall 
appear for their deliverance they shall say, 
"Lo , this is our God; we have waited for 
Him." Then at last shall they " look on 
Him whom they pierced." 

From Zechariah xii. n-14 it is clear that 
before the Lord appears there will be amongst 
them a great work of the Spirit, convicting 
of the sin of having crucified the Lord, and 
leading to individual repentance, confession, 
and faith. 

These will be strong in the Lord, and will 
do exploits. They shall "understand"— 
and how much that includes it would be hard 
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to say. They shall " instruct many,'1 and 
this shall bring upon them persecution, and 
"they shall fall by the sword, and by flame," 
&c. Others of them shall fall, like Peter, to-
try them, and to purge, and to make them 
white ; and all this shall go on till "the time 
of the end.'' Then everyone that shall be 
found written in the Book, the Book of Life, 
shall be delivered (Dan. xii. i). 

But this remnant that know their God 
form only a small proportion of the nation* 
The bulk of the nation " do wickedly; " 
they are against the covenant, and they 
are corrupted by flatteries. These are be
guiled into the league with antichrist, and 
fill up the cup of their iniquity, so that the 
long-deferred judgment comes upon them to 
the uttermost. 

The same two classes are found in Isaiah 
lxvi. 1 and 2. Here is the house that is to 
be built for Jehovah's Name, doubtless the 
restored temple at Jerusalem: 

" Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, 
and the earth is My footstool; where is the house 
that ye build unto Me ? and where is the place of 
My rest? For all those things hath Mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith the Lord; 
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but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor, 
and of a contrite heart, and trembleth at My word." 

But how does Jehovah regard the worship 
that is being offered there ? 

" He that killeth an ox, is as if he slew a man ; he 
that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck ; 
he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's 
blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an 
idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and 
their soul delighteth in their abominations. I also 
will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears 
upon them; because when I called, none did answer; 
when I spake, they did not hear; but they did evil 
before Mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted 
not." 

He who brings the most costly offering 
according to the law—an ox—is no more 
acceptable than a murderer. The sacrifices 
of unbelief find no recognition with God. 
But there are those that tremble at the 
Word, and they find acceptance. 

" Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at 
His word. Your brethren that hated you, that cast 
you out for My Name's sake, said, Let the Lord be 
glorified." 

It is an old, old story, and yet new; the 
religion of the flesh casting out the godly, 
and saying, as they relentlessly execute 
their edicts, " Let the Lord be glorified." 
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" But He shall appear to your joy, arid they shall 
he ashamed." 

Thus it appears that the elect remnant 

shall have been the subjects of the teaching 

of the Spirit : they shall understand the 
reason of the calamities of the past nineteen 
centuries, and that Jesus of Nazareth, whom 

they had despised and rejected, was indeed 

the Messiah. But not until H e appears will 
they enter into the full liberty and joy of 

salvation. Then shall the Lord deliver 

them from the yoke of their enemies and 
from the stain of conscious guilt, and usher 

them into the blessings of His millennial 
kingdom upon earth. But first there must 
be that period of tribulation called " the 

time of Jacob's trouble," during which the 

elect shall be preserved—the days being 
shortened—whilst many suffer martyrdom 

and are beheaded because of their testimony. 

These are not losers, though they suffer unto 
death, but share with the Church, and all 

who form the first resurrection, the heavenly 
department of the kingdom. 
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C H A P T E R X . 

THE TIME OF THE RESTORATION. 

T TAVING thus traced the twofold moral 
condition of the nation previous to and 

at the time of the Lord's appearing, I want 
now to look at scriptures which define the 
period at which these things must come to 
pass. 

Already we have read Dan. ix. 24, and I 
want you now to look at it a little more in 
detail. " Seventy weeks." The Hebrew 
word translated " weeks " means simply " a 
peried of seven." It may mean seven days, 
or seven years ; the context must determine 
which. In Gen. xxix. 27, 28, it signifies 
seven years, and so undoubtedly it does here. 
The definite meaning is 70 periods of seven 
years, or 490 years. 

" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city." 

Observe, it is all about Daniel's people, 
that is, the Jews and Jerusalem. The 
Church has no place in these prophecies. 

" To finish the transgression, and to make an end 
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of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness." 

Here is the work of grace. We are not 
told here how it is to be done; but now, in 
the Epistle to the Romans, all is made plain. 
Now we see how sin has been put away and 
everlasting righteousness brought in by the 
suffering unto death upon the Cross of the 
Lord Jesus the Lamb of God. In the full 
blaze of New Testament light this passage 
becomes perfectly plain. 

" Know therefore and understand that from the 
going forth of the command to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince." 

This takes us to the Book of Nehe
miah (Ezra belongs to an earlier date), and 
I accept the dates given at the head of 
the reference column in our Bibles as in the 
main correct. Ezra is dated 536 B.C. ; 
Nehemiah, 446 B.C., or 90 years later. In 
Ezra we get the command to rebuild the 
House of God; but it was not until Nehe-
miah's day that the commandment went forth 
to rebuild the city and its walls. This period, 
then, started from the date of Nehemiah i., 
viz., 446 years before Christ. Now, in verse 
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25 there is a dividing of the 490-year period 
into sections, viz., 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and then 
a final week remains to be accounted for. 

First, then, there are seven weeks, or 49 
years. This (deducting 49 from 446) brings 
us exactly to the date of Malachi, or 397 
years B.C. This is an important point in 
God's reckoning, for it closes His prophetic 
communications to the nation, and so com
pletes the Old Covenant Scriptures. 

Then there are the 62 weeks, or 434 years. 
This brings us to the date of our Lord enter
ing Jerusalem as Israel's Prince, the rightful 
Heir to the throne, riding upon an ass. See 
Luke xix.* 

There are thus 69 weeks, or 483 years, 
accounted for. At that time Messiah is "cut 
off"—crucified, rejected by the nation, and 
God begins a new order of things. Israel, 
nationally, is set aside; Messiah is seated at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, and 
grace flows out to every kindred, and nation, 
and people, and tongue indiscriminately. 

•This is fully gone into in The Coming Prince, by Dr. 
Robert Anderson, a boolc published some ten or twelve years 
ago, and to this day no refutation of his calculations has 
appeared. The exactness of the dates, the accuracy and 
literalness of the fulfilment, is beyond all question miraculous 
and divine. 
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Now, what about the seventieth week? 
God has a way of bringing things close 
together in the prophetic Word which, as to 
time, may be very far apart. By comparing 
Luke iv. 16-20 with Isa. lxi. 1, 2, you will 
see that between " the acceptable year of the 
Lord," and " t h e day of vengeance of our 
God," there comes in an unmeasured interval, 
which has already lasted for nearly nineteen 
centuries! The Lord " closed the book " at 
the very point of fulfilment. Had He read 
the concluding clause of Isa. lxi. 2, H e could 
not have added, " This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears." " T h e day of ven
geance" has not yet arrived, and we are 
nowhere informed how long it may be post
poned—how long this acceptable year may be 
lengthened out. But when vengeance does 
come, it will be a short work. Grace lingers 
for a year; vengeance will be a day. This is 
God's way. When David was offered three 
forms of retribution, and allowed the Lord 
to make the choice for him—three years of 
famine, three months before the enemy, or 
three days of pestilence—the Lord chose the 
shortest—three days ! 

G 
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But how could we know that such a 
parenthesis of time would intervene between 
the two clauses of Isaiah lxi. 2 unless we 
read it in the light of the New Testament. 
Even so, between the sixty-ninth and 
seventieth week of Daniel's prophecy the 
whole present dispensation comes in. 

After the cutting off of Messiah we read 
that 

" The people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary." 

This we know came to pass. Jerusalem 
and the Temple were destroyed by the 
Roman army under Titus, A.D. 70, and this 
determines the nationality of the coming 
prince, the beast, the head of the resuscitated 
Roman Empire, The "prince that shall 
come" must be of the same nationality as 
the army that destroyed Jerusalem. 

The Romans cast a trench about Jerusalem, 
flooded and kept it in on every side, as the 
Lord himself foretold (Luke xix. 43). 

"And unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined." 

This is still going on; the desolations of 
Jerusalem and of her people continne until 
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this day, and will until the Lord appears for 
their deliverance. 

When, then, does the seventieth week 
begin ? Read, 

11 And he shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week." 

This covenant is evidently a league be
tween the great head of the Roman Empire 
and the leaders of the Jews. This final 
week, or period of seven years, dates from 
this event. It is the recognition of the 
Jews as one of the nations of the earth, a 
position that they have not occupied since 
Jerusalem was destroyed. It is a compact 
entered into without God—a " covenant 
with death;" " an agreement with hell" 
(Isa. xxviii. 18). 

In this the elect will have no part. 
Turn now to Isaiah vhi. 9, 10, and read 

the position that the believing remnant take 
up with respect to it: 

"Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall 
be broken in pieces; and give ear all ye of far countries; 
gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; 
gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 
Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; 
speak the word and it shall not stand, for God is 
with us/' 
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They see that God is not in it, but they 
know that God is with them. 

41 For the Lord spake to me with a strong hand, 
and instructed me that I should not walk in the way 
of this people, saying: Say ye not, A confederacy, to-
all them to whom this people shall say.A confederacy; 
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify 
the Lord of Hosts Himself; and let Him be your 
fear, and let Him be your dread. And He shall be 
for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling, and 
for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel f; 
for a gin and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and 
be broken, and be snared, and be taken. Bind up 
the testimony, seal the law among My disciples. 
And I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth His face 
from the house of Jacob, and I will look for Him." 

Thus they bear their testimony against the 
infidelity of their day. 

And in this we see the direction toward 
which all things in Jthe world are tending. 
The ungodly world is all for associations,, 
amalgamations, confederacies. If one trade 
union won't do, then let many trades form a. 
greater federation, and if one nation won't 
do, then let all nations join in one interna
tional federation. Finally, all the ten 
kingdoms of the Roman earth will be feder
ated under one great head, and the blinded. 
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nation of the Jews will go in with it, and 
sign the covenant that shall be their 
destruction. 

From that day the last week of Daniel's 
prophecy dates. Then it will be possible to 
calculate to the very day when predicted 
events will take place. 

Not so now. The acceptable year, the 
longsuffering of God, knows no dates, no 
times and seasons. But when that is closed 
the little while that remains will be found by 
the faithful of that day to be distinctly 
marked out. 

The events of these final seven years are 
most momentous. It will then be fully mani
fested that only those who, in faith, stood 
out against the league have the approval and 
blessing of the Lord. The rest are dragged 
into the vortex, receive the mark of "the 
beast,*' and incur the doom of those that 
worship him. 

Already the snare is settling down upon the 
earth. It is hard, hard to avoid entangle
ment in the world's trades unions and 
co-operative schemes, but, with all its trial 
and difficulty, the separated path is the only 
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safe one. The world's amalgamations, 
whether of masters or men, by which none 
can be employed except they "join the 
union," are utterly godless, and are quickly 
preparing the way for oppression, under 
which none may buy or sell but those who 
receive the Satanic mark. 

Before concluding this part of our sub
ject, let us glance again at the Book of 
Daniel ix. 27 : 

"And He shall confirm the covenant with [the] 
many for one week." 

This I take to be the last, the seventieth 
week, of the prophetic epoch named in 
verse 24. It is therefore as all the rest, a 
period of seven years. 

"And in the midst of the week." 
Now the middle of seven years must be 
three-and-a-half years. That again is equal 
to 42 months, and that (calculating the year 
as is usual in the prophetic Scriptures at 
360 days) amounts to 1260 days. Again, 
a year is sometimes named " a time/' and 
the same period is described as " a time, 
times, and a half"; which is simply another 
way of stating three-and-a-half years. 
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This notable prophetic period is thus 
described in the Scriptures under four 
different designations. It is : 

1 st. 3^ years, or half a period of 7 years. 
2nd. 42 months. 
3rd. 1260 days. 

4th. A time, times, and a half. 

All this, you observe, is most explicit and 
accurate. 

Now, it may be in some sensational pro
phetic periodical, or it may be in some large 
and erudite volume, or it may be in a 
pamphlet written by some notable astrono
mer, that you find calculations professing to 
show when the times of the Gentiles will 
end, and when the Lord will appear. 

These are usually based upon such 
numbers as that in Dan. viii. 14, " two 
thousand and three hundred days*'—taking 
the day as representing a year of 360 days • 
or upon the thousand, three hundred, and five 
and thirty days of Dan. xii. 12, taking on the 
same principle a day for a year. But so far 
every such calculation has been falsified; 
dates again and again have come and gone, 
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and none of these things predicted have 

happened. 

The root error is this, they all proceed 

on the assumption that God has revealed 

the duration of this present age—this ac

ceptable year, this interval in His dealings 

with Israel during which the calling out of 

the Church proceeds. But we are satisfied 

that God has not revealed it. If from any 

of these dates the period of the Lord's 

appearing, and the restoration of the kingdom 

to Israel, can now be calculated, could not 

the Lord Jesus have calculated it as well in 

His day ? Has the modern astronomer 

greater insight into the significance of these 

figures than He ? Had it been revealed, 

how could the Lord Himself have said : 

" But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, NEITHER 
THE SON, but the Father? " (Mark xiii. 32). 

Hence the practical exhortation based upon 

its not being revealed : 

" Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye know not 
when the time is." 

But as soon as a covenant is entered into 

with the great head of the ten federated 
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kingdoms of the earth, by the majority of 

the nation of the Jews which by that time 

shall have a status among the nations, in 

Palestine and Jerusalem, then, from that 

day the godly among them shall be in 

a position to calculate exactly when the 

period of their sufferings shall terminate 

in the revelation of the Messiah, the Lord 

from heaven. 
11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall 

be taken away" (Dan. xii. 11). 

That , we learn from ix. 27, is " in the midst 

of the week." 

•' And the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand, two hundred, and ninety 
days." 

That is just thirty days over the three-and-

a-half years. 

"Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
thousand, three hundred, and five and thirty days." 

Blessed moment indeed for the persecuted 
remnant of Israel, when their great Deliverer 
shall appear, setting the oppressed eternally 
free, and destroying their adversaries by the 
brightness of His coming. 

Meantime it is not to Jerusalem we look 
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for the deliverance that is to come to us. 
Locality does not enter into our expectations. 
Every eye is directed upward to the heavens, 

11 From whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change the body of our 
humiliation, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
own glorious Body" (Phil. 3). 

It is our privilege now to share His re
proach, His sufferings, His rejection, and to 
be gatherers of the harvest He has sown in 
the agony and darkness of Calvary. 

It is not for us to mend the world, or 
make the nations of it better, but in 
fellowship with Him to be gathered out, 
from every kindred and tongue, a people 
for His Name, to form that body of which 
H e is the Head. 

CHAPTER XI . 

A N T I C H R I S T . 

T W A N T now to lQok at Scriptures which 

show the character of the coming poten

tate called " antichrist," or " the man of sin," 

though in Scripture the same person is re

ferred to under many titles. 
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And first let us read John xiv. 30: 

"The prince of this world cometh, and hath noth
ing in me." 

Also, 2 Corinthians iv. 3, 4 : 

" But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not." 

Here we have two titles applied to Satan— 
he is " prince " and " god" of this age. 
Now, what is the difference? As " prince," 
he is the political head of this world; as 
" god/' he is its religious head. Satan is at 
the back of all the powers of this world, and 
Satan is the instigator of all this worlds 
religion. The consequence is that the 
world's political powers and the world's 
religious systems will all combine for the 
furtherance of Satan's designs: they will be 
in league together against God and against 
His Christ. 

Now, Christ is the rightful Prince and 
God of the world : Satan is a usurper, who 
claims the power and the worship that 
rightly belong to the Lord Jesus. Satan 
will have his man as the political head 
of the world's power, and also as its 
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religious head, instituting an apostate order 
of worship, and by Satanic ingenuity and 
deception maintaining his dominion over 
the consciences of men. These two Satanic 
heads are figured to us in the book of 
Revelation, chap, xiii., as two wild beasts 
—the first being Satan's prince and the 
second his false prophet. 

In the book of Daniel it is recorded that 
God gave Nebuchadnezzar a vision of the 
world-powers covering the whole " times of 
the Gentiles.'1 It was a great image. The 
head was of gold, the breast of silver, the 
thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and the feet 
of mingled iron and clay. Nebuchadnezzar 
himself was that head of gold, and doubtless 
as he beheld the vision it appeared to him 
grand and attractive. But later on in the 
book (chap, vii.) God gives to Daniel, the 
man greatly beloved, the man with whom 
was the secret of the Lord, a vision of the 
very same period and events, but instead of 
a grand and glorious image, it is four wild 
beasts, monstrous, cruel, bloodthirsty, des
tructive. Such is the vision of the times of 
the Gentiles as presented to the spiritual eye 
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of the seer. How characteristic are these 
two views of the world's glory! 

Will you now turn to Revelation xiii. ? 

" And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon 
his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast 
which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet 
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion; and the dragon gave him his power, 
and his seat, and great authority." 

We are not left in doubt as to who " the 
dragon " is who gives to this beast his throne 
and great authority. In chap. xii. 9 we read: 

" And the great dragon was cast out, that old ser
pent called the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world." 

The power with which this beast is in
vested is therefore Satanic, and whatever 
truth or falsehood the devil may have 
uttered when he told the Lord Jesus that 
the power and glory of the world's king
doms were given to him, and that he could 
bestow them on whom he would, it is evident 
that in the time approaching to which Rev. 
xiii. points, it will be literally true that the 
world's potentate will be the nominee of the 
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devil, and will have received from Satan his 
dominion and authority. 

" And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded 
to death : and his deadly wound was healed: and all 
the world wondered after the beast." 

That is to say, this great Power will, as it 
were, be regarded as a thing that had been 
slain—" wounded to death; " yet it is resus
citated, it rises again to power, to the great 
astonishment of the world. 

When our Lord was upon earth the exist
ing Power was the Roman Empire. That 
has been broken up into fragments, and at 
present the Roman or Italian Power is not 
by any means one of the greatest in Europe. 
But when the ten kingdoms into which all 
those nationalities will be resolved are finally 
united under one Imperial head, the great 
confederacy will have all the characteristics 
of the Roman Empire; it will wield all its 
ancient Imperial authority and possess all 
its power for destruction and oppression. 
Such a resuscitation of the Roman Empire 
will indeed appear like the healing of a 
deadly wound; it will be like a resurrection 
of the Empire. 
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All the world " wondered." This is not 
so much astonishment as admiration. De
vised by Satanic ingenuity, everything about 
this Imperial Power will appeal to the pride 
and vainglory of the natural man. 

"And they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the beast: and they worshipped the 
beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is 
able to make war with him ? " 

That is, they worship "the god of this 
world." And such will be the enormous 
force at the disposal of this Power that it 
will be generally regarded as invincible. To 
proclaim war against such a Power would be 
madness. Only consider how many millions 
of trained soldiers there are at the present 
time upon the continent of Europe, exclusive 
of Russia. Imagine these all federated under 
one head, all at the bidding of one sovereign 
will, and who would be mad enough to 
attempt resistance ? Is it to be wondered 
at that unbelieving Israel should enter into 
league with such a Power ? 

" And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 
great things, and blasphemies: and power was given 
unto him to continue forty and two months. And he 
Opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
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blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to 
make war with the saints, and to overcome them: 
and power was'given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him." 

The expression, lt All that dwell upon the 
earth," which occurs again and again in this 
book, is a characteristic term. It means 
those that are settled down upon the earth. 
They may be nominally Christians, but they 
are such as we read of in Phil. iii. 19: 

"Whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whcse glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things." 

If they are settled down on the earth it is a 
sure sign that their names are not in the 
Lamb's Book of Life. 

" And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the Book of 
Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world." 

I do not think this means the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world, though it is 
true He was foreordained to be the Lamb slain, 
but rather the names written from the founda
tion of the world. Compare Rev. xvii. 8, 
which gives the same expression definitely. 
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If this be so, your name is not written in 
the Book of Life when you believe; rather 
your believing on the Lord Jesus is the result 
of that sovereign grace of God which entered 
your name from eternity in the Book of Life. 
And is it not wonderful that the Book of Life 
is also the Book of Death, for it is the Book 
of the Lamb slain ! It is through His death 
that we are enrolled among the living. 

«' And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he 
spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power 
of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth 
and them which dwell therein to worship the first 
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he 
doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come 
down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 
means of those miracles which he had power to do in 
the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on 
the earth, that they should make an image to the 
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
And he had power to give life unto the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in 
their foreheads." 

In verse 15 it says, " He had power to give 

H 
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life.*' In the margin you will find it reads 
correctly "breath," not "life." God does 
not delegate the power to give life even to 
Satan. In verse 16 the mark may be either 
in the right hand, where it would not be seen, 
or on the forehead, where it would be visible 
to all; but the result is the same. Be it 
secretly or openly, the man who receives it 
is the slave of Satanic power. 

"And that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the num
ber of his name." 

Here is " exclusive dealing," as it is softly 
termed, otherwise known as "boycotting," 
carried to its legitimate end. This is what 
all the worlds combinations are tending to. 
Instead of liberty it is bondage. 

"Here is wisdom. Let him that hath under
standing count the number of the beast: for it is the 
number of a man; and his number is six hundred 
threescore and six." 

Here are three sixes. I am not prepared 
to interpret it. Only in Scripture the num
ber six is connected with man, and the works 
of man. 

•• Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work." 
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Man never attains to the perfect number— 
seven. Man ends his days at six, and the 
sum total of all man's work, and skill, and 
science, and politics, will be but 666, and 
then all will be dashed to pieces to make 
way for the perfect work of the Son of God 
and the new creation. Many are the fanciful 
interpretations that have been given of this 
mystic number, but I believe that many 
details of prophecy are not intended by God 
to be understood until the time comes for 
them to be required. Then they will become 
blessedly plain to the anointed eyes of those 
who are in the secret of the Lord. They 
will no longer be matters of vain speculation, 
but full of practical value and needed in
struction. 

Now, you notice in this chapter there are 
two beasts. The first is the political power, 
the second the religious; and these two are 
confederate—they act together, the one backs 
up the other. The second says that all must 
worship the first, and that all who dwell on 
the earth must make an image to the beast. 
The second exercises all the authority of the 
first; he has all the power of his armies at 
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his back, and he has power to do "great 
wonders," giving breath to the image, caus
ing it to speak, and condemning to death all 
who refuse to worship the image. 

This second beast corresponds exactly 
with the description given in 2 Thess. ii. of 
" the man of sin," " the son of perdition," 
" the wicked [lawless] one' ' : 

" Whose coming is after the energising of Satan, 
with all powers, and signs, and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish." 

This, I doubt not, is the antichrist—the 
one who shall secure the confidence of the 
apostate Jewish nation—the false prophet, 
the deceiver, who, when it suits himself, will 
turn again and rend them. 

In John v. 43 we read: 
141 am come in My Father's name, and ye receive^ 

Me not: if another shall come in his own name, him 
ye will receive." 

This is the one who comes in his own name. 
He works wonders, but they are miracles of 
destruction. What a contrast to the miracles 
of the Lord Jesus, which were all works of 
grace. The only one that seems different 
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was the cursing of the barren fig-tree. But 
it goes to prove the rule, for when a curse 
must be pronounced it is only a tree, and not 
a man that suffers. His mighty works were 
all redemptive; they were all the undoing of 
what sin and Satan had done—the destroy
ing of the works of the devil. 

In Dan. xi. 36 this same person is called 
" the king." His identity with the " wicked 
one " of 2 Thess. ii. can hardly be questioned. 
Of him it is said in verse 37 : 

" Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers." 

This shows that the antichrist must be a 
Jew. He casts even the Old Testament 
behind his back, in addition to denying that 
Jesus is the Christ. Alas ! that such an one 
should be trusted, and believed, and accorded 
divine honour by the Jewish nation; yet 
such is the depth of apostasy to which the 
unbelieving majority will then have fallen. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

LYING WONDERS. 

T T was the Jews, not the ten tribes (as we 
have seen), who rejected Messiah — 

crucified the Lord of Glory, who came to 
them in His Father's name—and it is they 
who will receive the one who shall come in 
his own name. 

But the same unbelief and enmity charac
terises the whole of the Gentile nations of 
which that which is called Christendom is 
made up. They, too, have rejected Christ 
as presented to them in the Gospel, which 
has been preached among them with the 
Holy Spirit sent down from Heaven, and 
they too, along with the apostate Jews, will 
be carried away with the strong delusion of 
the last days, and become worshippers of the 
beast and his image. 

The Roman, the Greek, and the Protestant 
Churches are all nominally Christian. But 
the leaven of Error has so wrought in the 
measured meal of Truth that in all of them 
the simple, blessed, fundamental doctrines of 
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the Gospel are corrupted, obscured, and 
well-nigh obliterated. Not to speak of the 
Greek and the Romish Churches, even in 
Scotland among Presbyterians truth is per
verted and error taught unblushingly. The 
doctrines of inspiration, atonement, regene
ration are explained away, and toned down 
till they are unrecognisable; the doctrines of 
hell and of eternal punishment are denied as 
inconsistent with the character of a God of 
love; the old orthodox faith is voted out of 
date now, and the Scriptures torn to tatters 
by the " higher critics." All this, and much 
more that might be noted, is preparing the 
way for the final casting off of the faith, and 
for the acceptance of a religion that will 
please the flesh and form a basis for the 
union of all sects, even Jew and Gentile unit
ing in the one apostate, idolatrous worship. 

The word "falling away" in 2 Thess. 
ii. 3 is very strong—it does not apply to 
heathens or idolators, but implies an apos
tasy from the faith, a giving up of that which 
once was recognised as truth; it is Chris
tendom turning its back upon Christianity 
and denying the faith. 
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The result will be the most terrible blas
phemy that ever was perpetrated upon earth. 
The " man of sin," the " son of perdition," 
will be the full-blown development of that 
which originated in Eden. It was but the 
taking of a forbidden fruit. But what did 
that necessarily involve ? It was the prin
ciple of insubjection to the will of God. It 
was that which, if left to develop uncon
trolled, would hurl God from His throne, 
and give the dominion to the creature. 

Thus the " man of sin," the " lawless 
one"—the matured fruit of insubjection to 
the will of God—is seen sitting in the temple 
of God, and saying that he is God! 

This evil age, then, begins with the murder 
of the Son of God, and ends with the worship 
of the one who says, " I am God." 

The Lord Jesus "gave Himself for our 
sins that He might deliver us from this pre
sent evil age "—that we might be a separated 
people standing out against its ungodliness 
as light in the midst of darkness, as salt in 
the midst of corruption. 

Meantime there is that which hinders the 
development of this man of sin—" that he 
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might be revealed in his time." That means 
that he cannot be manifested until his own 
time arrives. That time cannot be until the 
calling out of the Church the body of Christ 
is completed. We are not taught to look 
for antichrist, but for Christ. 

" For the mystery of iniquity [lawlessness] doth 
already work "— 

i*e., the evil principles that will culminate in 
" the lawless one " are already at work ; the 
spirit of antichrist has long been operating 
in a hidden way. As John says, " Already 
there are many antichrists." The spirit of 
antichrist appeals to Jewish unbelief, and 
confesseth not that Jesus the Christ hath 
come in the flesh (2 John 7). Antichrist 
denies that Jesus is the Christ (1 John ii. 22), 
but appealing to Gentile unbelief, or the un
belief of apostate Christendom, he also denies 
the cardinal truth of the New Testament. 
" He is antichrist that denieth the Father 
and the Son." 

The word rendered " work " means work
ing with Satanic energy, working like dyna
mite, which by and by will explode and 
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overthrow all that makes for peace and 
liberty. 

But that wicked one is he "whom the 
Lord shall consume with the Spirit of His 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of His coming." 

The same is plainly taught in Rev. xix. 
19, 20, where the beast and the false prophet 
are cast into the lake of fire that burneth 
with brimstone. The same is seen in Isa. 
xi. 4 : 

" But with righteousness shall He judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
and He shall smite the earth with the rod of His 
mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He slay 
the wicked one." 

Thus, not to mention many other Scriptures 
bearing on this event, the three, viz., Isa. xi., 
2 Thess. ii., and Rev. xix., are in exact 
agreement, and prove that when the Lord 
Jesus is revealed from heaven He will find 
the cup of human iniquity to be full, and the 
earth ripe for the long-deferred judgment. 

Further referring to antichrist, the apostle 
in 2 Thess. ii. tells us that His coming, which 
is after the working (energising) of Satan, 
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shall be "with all power and signs and lying 
wonders." 

To these three words I wish now to draw 
your attention. 

The word here rendered "power" is the 
same as that from which our word " dyna
mite" is derived. It means power in the 
sense of physical force, not power in the 
sense of " authority," which is another word 
in the original. 

The word " signs" implies that they are 
significant acts, having a deeper meaning 
than appears on the surface. 

The word rendered "wonders" means that 
they were supernatural acts, at which men 
could not but look with astonishment. 

Now, we find these same three Greek 
words (not always rendered in our English 
version by the same words) used in Acts iL 
22 of our Lord: 

"Jesus of Nazereth, a Man approved of God, among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by Him." 

Remember that the Lord Jesus again and 
again appealed to his works. John x. 37, 38: 

"If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me 
not; but if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe 



I l 6 GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE. 

the works; that ye may know and believe that the 
Father is in Me, and I in Him." 

John xii. 37 : 
11 But though He had done so many miracles before 

them, yet they believed not on Him." 

John xiv. 1 1 : 

"Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in Me; or else believe Me for the very works' 
sake." 

These were, so to speak, His credentials 
as the sent One of the Father. You remem
ber when the Lord was sending Moses to be 
the deliverer of Israel, He gave him certain 
miraculous signs to work in their presence, 
in order that they might be convinced that 
Moses was really sent by Jehovah. The rod 
became a serpent, and on being taken up 
became again a rod. His hand became 
leprous, and was restored again. Water 
from the river was turned to blood. These 
were his credentials as Jehovah's ambassador, 
in order that they might believe and obey Him. 

Even so the Lord Jesus did not come 
without His credentials. His works were 
the putting forth ot divine power; they were 
supernatural, and therefore produced wonder 
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or astonishment; and they were signs, or 
significant acts, each having a hidden mean
ing, each full of instruction to those who were 
willing to hear and learn. 

Again in 2 Cor. xii. 12 we have the same 
three words used by Paul concerning the 
miracles which the Lord wrought by him. 
To these he makes reference as his apostolic 
credentials: 

"Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs and wonders 
and mighty deeds." 

Paul could claim to be acknowledged as 
an apostle of the Lord on the ground of his 
Christ-like character (1 Cor. iv. 9-13), on the 
ground of his sufferings for Christ's sake 
(2 Cor. xi. 23-33), an(* in the verse before us 
on the ground of the miraculous works which 
in their character were identical with those 
of the Lord Jesus, 

If any man now-a-days claims to be an 
apostle (as some do among those known as 
Irvingites) let him show openly, and not in 
a corner, the " signs and wonders and mighty 
deeds " which constituted the credentials of 
the Lord Jesus and of His apostles. 
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Then again we have these same three 
words in Heb. ii. 4 : 

" God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, according to His will." 

Here it is not only the apostles, but also 
others, such as Stephen, who were honoured 
to be the first heralds of the Gospel. 

Now, to find these same three words 
applied to "the man of sin," "the wicked 
one," gives them a very special significance: 

"Whose coming is after the working of Satan, with 
all power and signs and lying wonders." 

These are what he puts forth as his divine 
credentials, and so "he deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by means of those miracles 
which he had power to do" (Rev. xiii. 14). 
But the power by which they are wrought 
is Satanic, not divine, and for the purpose of 
deceiving men into the belief of a lie, and not 
the belief of the truth. Satan was a liar from 
the beginning, and a murderer. And this 
man whom Satan exalts and energises is also 
a liar, a deceiver, and a murderer. This is 
he whom all the world will wonder at or 
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admire; this is he with whom the deceived 
nation of the Jews will enter into a league or 
covenant; this is he for whom a deceived 
world is waiting. When he arises the cry 
will be peace, liberty, plenty, good times 
now. Alas! it is all under Satan's dominion, 
and this is the goal to which a world that has 
rejected Christ and the Gospel is surely and 
swiftly coming. 

And all this " deceivableness of unright
eousness in them that perish " is " because 
they received not the love of the truth that 
they might be saved." 

The very abundance of the proclamation 
of the Gospel, the very fact that the Bible is 
translated into so many languages and 
scattered so freely, is condemnation to those 
who receive not " the love of the truth." 
The truth of the Gospel is a revelation of 
the love of God in Christ. To receive not 
the love of the truth, I believe, means the 
not believing of the message of love contained 
in the Word of the truth of the Gospel. 
How can those who have heard such love 
and rejected it, who have listened to the 
truth and have not believed it, be anything 
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but entangled by Satan's snare and deceived 
by Satan's lie. 

11 For this cause God shall send them strong delusion 
that they should believe a lie, that they all might be 
damned that believed not the truth." 

The " not" here is a forcible negative, and 
implies having heard, but having made choice 
not to believe for the reason that they " had 
pleasure in unrighteousness." 

Whatever counsels of grace God may pro
ceed to work out after the Church is taken 
to meet the Lord, one thing seems perfectly 
plain, namely, that those who have heard 
the Gospel and have rejected it, preferring 
self and sin to Christ, shall inevitably be 
carried away with the "strong delusion/' 
As a swimmer caught in a current that is 
too strong for him and carried out to sea, so 
shall they be carried away in the current of 
error to everlasting destruction. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

JACOB'S TROUBLE. 

"\ \ J"E have seen from many Scriptures that 
the Jews shall be restored to their 

land in the latter days, not as a believing 
nation, but in unbelief, a remnant only of 
faithful ones standing out against the un
godliness of the vast majority. We have 
seen that the restored nation will build the 
Temple at Jerusalem, re-institute the Levitical 
ordinances, prominently "the daily sacrifice," 
or the morning and evening burnt-offering 
(Ex. xxix. 38, 39), and that for three-and-a-
half years this shall go on amidst apparent 
prosperity—their religious liberty being 
guaranteed by virtue of the covenant entered 
into and confirmed by the greatest earthly 
potentate, " the prince that shall come." 

We have seen what kind of person this is, 
and the Satanic character of " the man of 
sin " who exercises the authority of the first 
beast, with whom he is in league. We have 
further seen how thoroughly he succeeds in 
deceiving and ingratiating himself with the 

1 
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nation. Having rejected and despised the 

Christ of God, they receive and honour the 

antichrist. 

But " in the midst of the week," that is at 

the expiry of three-and-a-half years, this 

great one in whom they trusted will cast to 

the winds the covenant; their guaranteed 

liberty shall be put a stop to; by force he 

will cause the daily sacrifice to cease, and 

instead of the worship of Jehovah he shall 

claim to be himself God, and demand that 

the idol he sets up shall be worshipped. 

Now, I want you to look with me to 

some Scriptures descriptive of this period of 

trouble, this second half of the last week of 

Daniel's prophecy. 
Turn to Jeremiah xxx. 5 : 

" For thus saith the Lord, We have heard a voice 
of trembling, of fear, and not of peace." 

Doubtless they supposed that peace was as
sured by the covenant they had entered into; 
they were saying, " Peace, peace," but there 
was no peace for them by any such means. 

" Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail 
with child ? wherefore do I see every man with his 
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hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all 
faces are turned into paleness ? Alas! for that day 
is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it." 

Two remarks may be made here: First, 
it is a time of trouble without parallel. It 
is the same as that spoken of in Dan. xii. i : 

11A time of trouble such as there never was since 
there was a nation, even to that same time; and at 
that time Thy people [the Jews] shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the Book." 

This corresponds exactly with the Lord's 
words in Matthew xxiv. 21 : 

41 For there shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not from the beginning of the world to this time; no, 
nor never shall be." 

And then He goes on to speak of the elect 
and their deliverance by the appearing of 
the Son of Man. 

These three passages clearly teach that 
no time of tribulation before or after will 
compare with that. It is pre-eminently 
" the great tribulation." And it is instructive 
to note that the word used by the Lord in 
reference to it in verse 8, " the beginning of 
sorrows,0 is the beginning of " the travail 
pains,M thus intimating that deliverance 
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would be wrought, and life from the dead 
would result from the tribulation. 

Secondly, notice that the preservation and 
deliverance of the elect or the " remnant M is 
assured in each of the three passages. Satan 
cannot deceive the elect, neither can he 
destroy them. And the fact that this un
paralleled tribulation issues in deliverance 
and the full blessing of Israel, is proof that 
it has never yet taken place. Great were the 
sufferings of the guilty nation at the last 
destruction of Jerusalem, but these were not 
" the time of trouble n here referred to, for 
no deliverance of a national sort was wrought 
then. 

Jeremiah xxx. 8, 9: 

•• For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the 
Lord of Hosts, that I will break his yoke from off 
thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers 
shall no more serve themselves of him. But they 
shall serve the Lord their God, and David their king, 
whom I will raise up unto them." 

Read also verses 10 and 11. 
Read another passage descriptive of this 

tribulation, Ezek xxii. 17-22 : 

" And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 
Son of Man, the house of Israel is to me become 
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dross; all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and 
lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the 
dross of silver. Therefore, thus saith the Lord God: 
Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore, 
I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As 
they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and 
tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire 
upon it to melt it; so will I gather you in Mine anger 
and in My fury, and I will leave you there, and melt 
you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in 
the fire of My wrath, and ye shall be melted in the 
midst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of 
the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst 
thereof; and ye shall know that I, the Lord, have 
poured out My fury upon you." 

And yet another (Zech. xiv. 1): 

" Behold the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst of thee, for I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle." 

This hostile gathering will consist of the 
armies of the great anti-Christian confederacy, 
the ten kingdoms of the resuscitated Roman 
world directed by "the beast," and "the 
false prophet." The awful length to which 
they shall be permitted to go in cruelty and 
rapine is described in the subsequent verse; 
but in verse 3 the scene changes: 

11 Then shall Jehovah gc forth and fight against 
those nations." Verse 4, "And His feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is be-
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fore Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives 
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south, . . . and the 
Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with 
Thee." 

The blessed feet which trod that mountain 

so often in the days of His flesh and of His 

humiliation shall indeed again descend upon 

it in glory and in power. Accompanied 

by all the resurrection saints, a glorious 

retinue, H e shall come for the deliver

ance of the faithful remnant, and the 

establishment of His kingdom over Israel 

and the whole world. 

His glorious appearing will take place just 

at the moment when human pride and anti-

Christian hate seem about to triumph in the 

extermination of Jehovah's people, and thus 

the falsifying of His Word, and the frustrat

ing of His purposes. With one fell stroke shall 

the mighty hosts be paralysed, multitudes 

slain, and the beast and the false prophet, 

their leaders and instigators, shall be taken 

and cast alive into the lake of fire (see Rev. 

xix. 19-21). The remnant who rejected the 

covenant, discerning it to be an agreement 
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with hell, not cut off from the city, but 

having entered into their chambers to wait 

for the Deliverer, shall then triumphantly 

sing: " L o , this is our God—we have waited 

for Him." The bright and blessed songs of 

Isaiah xii., xxv., and xxvi. all belong to 

that day of Salvation, the year of the Lord's 

redeemed, and of vengeance on their foes. 

But dark as are those three-and-a-half 

years from the breaking of the covenant to 

the appearing of the Lord, God does not 

leave Himself without a witness, nor does 

He leave the people of the Jews without a 

testimony in their midst. He raises up two 

specially-gifted witnesses who prophesy 1260 

days. They are clothed in sackcloth, and 

miraculous power is given them, so that any 

who desire to hurt them are consumed by 

fire proceeding from their mouths. They 

have power to shut heaven that it rain not, 

to turn water into blood, and to smite the 

earth with plagues. The Jewish" people 

might hate their faithful testimony and deride 

their predictions of coming wrath, but they 

could not stop them till their work was done. 

How entirely in contrast to the gracious 
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ministry of the present age, such a testimony 
was, is clearly seen. And this alone suffices 
to prove that it pertains to a future dispen
sation when the Church and its patient, 
unresisting endurance of the sufferings of 
Christ has been withdrawn from the earth. 

But at the expiry of the 1260 days of their 
testimony, the indignation of " the beast " is 
aroused; he makes war with them, overcomes 
them, and kills them. For three days their 
dead bodies shall lie unburied in the streets 
of Jerusalem, three days of rejoicing and 
sending of gifts throughout all the earth—for 
the telegraph shall convey the news to every 
corner of the confederate kingdoms of the 
world. But the spirit of life enters into them; 
they stand upon their feet, to the utter con
sternation of their foes, a great voice from 
heaven summons them on high, and they 
ascend up to heaven in a cloud whilst their 
enemies behold them. At the same hour 
there shall be a great earthquake, a tenth 
part of the city shall fall, and seven thousand 
men shall be slain. Such is the final testi
mony ! What its results are we are not told, 
but it may be assumed that many would give 
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heed, and that the elect would be confirmed 
in their faithful, patient endurance. 

Those awful three-years-and-a-half are the 
period during which the judgments of Rev. 
vii. to xix. are fulfilled. Seals are opened, 
trumpets sound, vials of wrath are poured 
out. Earthquakes, famine, pestilence, plagues, 
and war desolate the earth. Multitudes are 
beheaded for their allegiance to the Word of 
God, and their refusal to worship the beast and 
his image. Alas! alas I for that day—it is 

•* A day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a 
day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
a day of trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, 
and against the high towers. And I will bring dis
tress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, 
because they have sinned against the Lord; and their 
blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as 
the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall 
be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's 
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the 
fire of His jealousy : for He shall make even a speedy 
riddance of all them that dwell in the land." 

Tribulation is the heritage of the saints. 
" In the world ye shall have tribulation " are 
the Lord's own words to His own saints. It 
has ever been so more or less, and will be till 
the dawn of the Millennial day. 
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But surely the tribulations that are common 
to every age, at some periods intensified and 
at others greatly modified, are altogether 
different from that " time of t roub le" 
which we have been considering. To be 
partaker of the sufferings of Christ is an 
honour, and to share in His coming kingdom 
and glory will be the recompense. 

But to be upon the earth during the day 
of vengeance, when Satan's power will have 
reached its climax, and when the wrath of 
God shall be poured out upon all nations, is 
surely not to be desired, and gladly do we 
welcome the teaching of 1st and 2nd Thessa-
lonians, which so plainly declare that the 
coming of the Lord and our gathering to
gether unto Him must precede the manifes
tation of the man of sin and the tribulation 
of the last days. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

CHRIST AND ANTICHRIST CONTRASTED. 

T ) E F O R E leaving behind us " t h e time of 
Jacob's trouble," the unparalleled 

tribulation of the latter half of the final 
" w e e k " of Daniel's prophecy, I wish to 
bring before you, as presented in many 
scriptures, the direct contrast there is 
between Christ our Lord and antichrist. 

Christ is the perfect manifestation of God. 
His character and ways were entirely 
according to the holiness, justice, truth, love, 
and grace of God. He showed in His life 
on earth what man ought to have been, and 
what redeemed man will be when the 
purpose of God is accomplished, and he is 
" conformed to the image of His Son." 

Antichrist is the perfect natural fruit of 
sin, therefore called the " m a n of sin,'* 
exhibiting in his character and ways the 
mind of Satan, and therefore we expect to 
find him in every respect the contrast of 
Christ, " the Son of the Father in truth and 
love." 
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Of Christ it is written (Phil. ii. 8): 

"Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the Cross." 

Of antichrist: 

"Who opposeth and .exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God." 

It is an oft-repeated spiritual axiom: 
"He that humbleth himself shall be exalted; he 

that exalteth himself shall be abased." 

It is true of all, but pre-eminently so of 
Christ and of antichrist. 

The first characteristic of the man of sin 
is: He opposes the will of God and exalts 
himself. Such is the flesh, ever rising up in 
opposition to the Spirit. Romans viii. 7: 

" The carnal mind is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be." 

There is an antichrist in every breast. Self-
exaltation is the very essence of the carnal 
mind, and it works havoc wherever its bane
ful influence reaches. It is the root of all 
the madness and blasphemy of the man of 
sin. It is said of money, that the love of it 
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is the root of every evil. But why is it so 
loved ? Is it not because by means of it selt 
can most readily be exalted and self-will 
asserted ? What a contrast is He who said, 
u I am meek and lowly in heart.0 It was 
by the way of the Cross, the deepest depths 
of humiliation to which He could possibly 
descend, that the Lord Jesus reached " the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the heavens.*' And still the only way to 
authority is humiliation and obedience. He 
is not fit to rule who has not learned to 
humble himself and be subject. Matt. xx. 
27 ; see R.V. : 

•• Whosoever would become great among you shall 
be your servant, and whosoever would be first [i.e., 
chief of all] among you shall be your bondservant, 
even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.1' 

Surely it is not without significance that 
it is written (i Kings vii. 22): 

" Upon the top of the pillars was lily-work; so 
was the work of the pillars finished.'' 

The lowly lily of the valley forms the crown 
of the mighty pillars, Jachin and Boaz, in 
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the Temple of God. The exaltation of the 
lowly is the completion of the work of grace. 
The coming day of glory will declare how, 
not the showy gift, but the lowly mind, was 
that which pleased the Lord. 

Again, of the Lord Jesus it is written in 
Isaiah liii. 3 : 

" He is despised and rejected of men . . ; and we 
hid, as it were, our faces from Him." 

You know what that means. You see 

some one coming along that you would be 

ashamed to be seen with ; he will pass quite 

near you, so you turn away your face and 

become intently occupied with something in 

a shop window or on the other side of the 

street. Such was the treatment received by 

the Lord Jesus from the men of His day— 

passed on the street with averted face. But 

more than that, H e was "despised." The 

very meekness of His character, the very 

unresistingness of His sufferings caused Him 

to be despised by proud man. But H e also 

came with the rights and titles of a King. 

To this end was H e born : Seed of David, 

King of Israel was His rightful claim. As 
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in His lowly person He was "despised," 
so in His rightful claims He was "rejected." 

Not so the antichrist. All the world 
wonders after the beast, and all those that 
dwell on the earth worship him. His most 
cruel, unjust, and blasphemous edicts are 
respected. He is neither despised nor 
rejected, but worshipped and obeyed. None 
pass him with averted face; to be saluted 
by him would be esteemed an honour. 
Such is the world that would not have the 
Son of God. 

In Mark xiv. 36 the Lord Jesus says: 

"Abba, Father . . . take away this cup from Me; 
nevertheless, not what I will, but what Thou wilt." 

In Daniel xi. 36 it is written of antichrist: 

" The king shall do according to his will, and he 
shall exalt himself and magnify himself." 

" I came down from heaven, not to do 
Mine own will," so says Christ; and, put to 
the severest test, approaching the sufferings 
of the Cross His obedience remains unwav
ering : " Not My will, but Thine be done." 

Antichrist, "the lawless one," owns no 
will but his own. 
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Let us apply this to ourselves. Wha t is 

our habit day by day ? Is it to exhibit the 

lowly, obedient spirit of Christ, and to do the 

will of God, even if it lead to our being 

despised and passed by ? Or is it to exalt 

self, to do our own will, to get our own way 

at all costs, even in the assembly of the 

saints ? for there self-will may rule as well as 

in the world, to the grief of the spiritual, the 

dishonour of the Lord, and the trailing of 

His truth in the mire. Only in the lowli

ness and gentleness of Christ can I serve the 

Lord or His people acceptably. His Spirit 

will lead me to put in the first place the will 

of God, and my own will in the dust. 

Antichrist exalts himself and magnifies 

himself. The Lord Jesus says : " I have 

glorified thee on the earth." The One 

glorifies God ; the other glorifies himself. 

In many scriptures Christ is called " the 

Branch." Isaiah xi. 1 : 

11 There shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots." 

In Zechariah iii. 8 : 

«* Behold, I will bring forth My Servant the Branch." 
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Isaiah iv. 2: 

"In that day shall the Branch of Jehovah be 
beautiful and glorious." 

Zechariah vi. 12 : 
41 Behold the Man whose name is the Branch." 
It has been beautifully remarked that this 

title is given to the Lord Jesus in the same 
four characters in which He is represented in 
the four Gospels. In Jeremiah xxiii. 5 and 
Isaiah xi. 1 the Branch is the King of the 
house of David, answering to Matthew's 
Gospel. In Zechariah iii. 8 it is " My Ser
vant," as seen in Mark. In Zechariah vi. 
12 it is "the Man," corresponding with 
Luke. And in Isaiah iv. 2 it is the Branch 
of Jehovah, corresponding to John. 

In Isaiah xiv. 3-20 we have a marvellous 
description of the great oppressor of the last 
days. The characteristic utterances of his 
heart are given in verses 13, 14; his oppres
sive rule is in verse 6, but the man who 
made the earth to tremble and the nations to 
quake is brought down to the sides of the 
pit. Verses 18-20: 

•' All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie 
in glory, every one in his own house. But thou art 

K 
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cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and 
as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through 
with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit, 
as a carcase trodden under feet. Thou shalt not be 
joined with them in burial." 

We learn from Revelation xix. 20 that the 
beast and false prophet are cast alive into 
the lake of fire. This is the " abominable 
branch." What a contrast in character and 
end to " the Branch of Jehovah " ! 

In this same chapter another title given to 
him is " Lucifer, Son of the Morning " (verse 
12). Christ, " the Morning Star/1 does not 
fall from heaven in disgrace, but descends in 
power and glory, as the quickener of the dead, 
to receive His redeemed to Himself. 

In 2 Thessalonians ii. 11 we read: 

" And for this cause God shall send them a strong 
delusion [or a working of error], that they should 
believe a lie " [or that which is false]. 

Antichrist is the embodiment of Satan's lie, 
and as such he is the arch deceiver. 

Christ is "the Truth." His work is to 
undeceive, to open men's eyes, to enlighten 
with the light of life, to give them to know 
the truth that sets free from the power of 
Satan and of sin. 
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In John x. 11 we have the Good Shepherd 
that giveth His life for the sheep; in Zech. 
xi. 15-17 we have the "foolish shepherd/' 
and the idol shepherd that eats the flesh of 
the fat and leaveth the flock. Those who 
reject the one must fall under the power of 
the other. 

Many more contrasts might be given, but 
it is a subject best followed out by quiet 
searching and meditation. 

In conclusion, I want you to observe the 
unity that will be constructed out of the 
conflicting elements of the last days. 

In Rev. xvii. 13 we read concerning the 
ten kings represented by the ten horns of 
the beast: " These have one mind, and 
shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast." It is a Satanic unity. God puts it 
into their hearts thus to agree in order that 
unknown to themselves they may fulfil His 
will (see verse 17). But what is that will of 
God which they are thus unanimous to fulfil ? 
It is evidently the destruction of the woman 
that sits upon the beast. 

In the typology of Scripture a woman is 
often used to represent a religious system. 
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This woman, sitting upon and so controlling 
the beast, or wdrld power—full of names of 
blasphemy, drunken with the blood of saints 
—can represent nothing else than apostate 
Christendom, with Rome as its centre and 
fullest development. 

It is supposed by many that the Pope, or 
the Church of Rome, is the antichrist. But 
if the woman represents Rome as a religious 
system, then that system cannot be anti
christ, seeing it is the seven-headed beast 
with which antichrist is in full agreement 
that hates the woman, and makes her deso
late and naked, and eats her flesh, and burns 
her with fire! Romanism and the other 
apostate systems of Christendom may 
coalesce and yet attain to great power, 
even dominating the political movements 
of the nations; but this restraint will ere 
long be resented, and she who burned the 
martyrs alive will herself be made desolate, 
and be burned with fire. 
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C H A P T E R X V . 

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. 

T N apostolic days "the mystery of iniquity " 
or "lawlessness" did already work. This 

working, as we have seen, will culminate in 
the man of sin, the antichrist. But God is 
not going to allow this full development of 
iniquity to remain long upon the earth; the 
Lord Himself will bring it abruptly to an 
end by His manifestation in glory. It is to 
this appearing of the Son of Man that I wish 
now to direct your attention. 

Read Daniel vii. 13, 14: 

•• I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, one like 
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him 
near before Him. And there was given Him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages should serve Him: His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 

Notice that when the coming of the Son of 
Man is spoken of it is always in connection 
with judgment, and with dominion over the 
earth. 
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In Matt. xxiv. the Lord is again called 
by this title, which of itself defines the 
character of the whole passage. See ver. 27: 

" For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of Man be." 

Also verse 30: 
" And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man 

in heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

Also verse 37: 
11 As the days of Noah were, so shall also the com

ing of the Son of Man be." 

Now, in contrast to this, read John v. 25: 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is comings 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God; and they that hear shall live." 

Here, you observe* the title is not " Son of 
Man," but " Son of God." It is as Son of 
God that He is the quickener of the dead. 
This verse does not refer to the future, but 
to the present time—" the hour . . . now is." 
The dead in trespasses and sins are being 
quickened into life eternal, through hearing 
the voice of the Son of God, and believing 
on Him. Verse 26: 
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" For as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath 
He given to the Son [that is, Son of God] to have life 
in Himself." 

Now follows another operation: 
" And hath given Him authority to execute judg

ment also, because He is the Son of Man." 

He is not only Quickener of the dead, a work 
of sovereign grace; He is also the appointed 
Judge and Executor of judgment. 

Now let us read Acts xvii. 30: 
11 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 

but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent." 

This is a wonderful word ! All men, every
where, commanded to repent! Would God 
command any man to repent if He were not 
prepared to grant him forgiveness ? The 
very universality of the command tells the 
fulness and freeness of the grace that has 
provided pardon. But why this present 
urgency ? 

"Because He hath appointed a day in the which He 
will judge the world in righteousness by that Man 
whom He hath ordained." 

This is not grace ; it is judgment. It is the 
time of which the prophet speaks : 

"Judgment also will I lay to the line and righteous
ness of the plummet." 
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Observe it is the Man that is to judge, and 
this office, " Judge of all," is committed to 
Him " because He is the Son of Man." It 
is a Man who has trod this earth, who has 
suffered, being tempted, who met the devil 
and overcame him; a true Man, who is 
ordained to be the Judge of the living and 
the dead. 

I think this gives character to those 
passages where the Lord Jesus is called by 
this title. 

Now look at Luke xxi. 34: 

"And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it 
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth." 

I have already remarked on that expression 
so often occurring in the Book of Revelation, 
" They that dwell on the earth.1' It corre
sponds with Phil, iii., " Who mind earthly 
things." Verse 19: 

•4 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may 
be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man." 
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This passage again presents Him as coming 
to reign, and coming to judge. 

Now read Revelation i. 12-15 : 

" And I turned to see the Voice that spake with me. 
And, being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 
and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
unto the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. His head and His hairs were white like wool, 
as white as snow ; and His eyes were as a flame of 
fire; and His feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace; and His voice as the sound of 
many waters." 

I think we clearly recognise here the same 
Person of whom we have just read in Dan. 
vii. Here again His title is Son of Man, not 
as coming in the clouds of heaven to judge 
the world, but standing in the midst of the 
Churches in the attitude of judgment—the 
priestly Judge of the ways of His Own ser
vants. Hence the appropriate title, " Son 
of Man." He begins each of the seven 
letters, " I know thy works.1' His flaming 
eyes have been discerning them all the time, 
and now He expresses His judgment. As 
we sing, " The Crowning Day is Coming by 
and by," remember that, inseparably con
nected with it, " the judgment day " is com-
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ing too. There cannot be a crown bestowed 
apart from the discernment of the righteous 
Judge. Thus, Paul, speaking of "the crown 
of righteousness" which he knew was laid 
up for him, says, 

••Which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 
me at that day." 

Not the compassionate Saviour—He is that; 
but here it is in another character He appears 
—it is "the righteous Judge." 

Oh ! that in our assemblies our eyes were 
opened to see that vision of the One who is 
" in our midst." Did we but catch a glimpse 
of those flaming eyes, those burning feet, 
that girded breast and two-edged sword, how 
solemn, how subdued would be our de
meanour ; how careful lest the flesh should 
assert itself, lest the carnal mind should find 
expression, and so the Spirit be grieved and 
judgment incurred! Blessed be God, it is 
to Him who is " touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities" that the judgment of our 
work and service is committed. 

•' As many as I love I rebuke and chasten." 

That is the form His priestly judgment 
takes, and many can bless Him for it, and say, 
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"Before I was afflicted I went astray; but now 
have I kept Thy Word." 

We are in the hands of a true and right
eous Judge. We are bad judges of one 
another, and perhaps worse judges of our
selves. Sometimes we judge too harshly, 
and sometimes too leniently, but the Judge 
before whom we shall stand makes no mis
takes, and His decisions shall have our full 
and irrevocable approval. 

Now let us turn to Revelation i. 7: 

••Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eyfr 
shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
Him. Even so, Amen." 

This, I think, clearly points to the same 
event as Matt, xxiv., where the coming of 
the Son of Man is as the lightning which 
lighteneth from the east to the west. It is 
a public manifestation to the world of the 
Son of Man, whom long ago they nailed to 
the Cross, and whom ever since they have 
rejected. The result is conviction; all 
kindreds wail* because of Him; but how far 
this conviction issues in salvation we are not 

• The word for " wail" here is not the same as in Matthew 
xiii. 42 and 50, but rather points to conviction of guilt. 
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informed. The world will then awake to see 
that it has been deluded by Satanic lies. 
They would not believe on Him who came 
in lowly grace; now they behold Him 
arrayed in all His kingly majesty and power. 

It is most important to observe the dis
tinction between this public manifestation of 
the Son of Man, coming with clouds accom
panied by all His saints, when every eye shall 
see Him, and His coming for you and me and 
all the living and sleeping saints, to take 
them up from earth to be with Himself for 
ever. They are two events clearly distin
guished in Scripture. Meantime, I want to 
go a little further in considering the coming 
of the Son of Man to take possession of His 
kingdom. 

We have seen from Dan. vii. 14 that His 
kingdom is universal and everlasting. All 
the kingdoms of this world, monarchies or 
republics, pass away when the kingdom of 
our God and of His Christ is set up. 

As the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands fell upon the feet of the great 
image of Nebuchadnezzar's vision and ground 
the whole to powder, so that it became like 
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the chaff on the summer threshing floors, so 
shall the kingdoms of this world pass away 
at the coming of Him who is " King of kings 
and Lord of lords." 

It is commonly held that the kingdoms of 
the world will gradually, by the spread of the 
Gospel, as by a leavening process, become 
changed in character, until all acknowledge 
and bow to the authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as supreme Ruler; but I fail to find 
any Scripture to support such a view. No 
indication is given of any change in the 
character of those wild and monstrous beasts 
to which the kingdoms of this world are 
likened in the prophetic Scriptures. 

The body of the final beast is given to the 
burning flame, and the image is ground to 
powder. The heavenly kingdom destroys 
and supersedes them all. 

Let us now read Zechariah xiv. 1-5: 

"Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will 
gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and 
the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the 
women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth 
into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go 
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forth, and fight against those nations, as when He 
fought in the day of battle. And His feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall 
cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward 
the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and 
half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, 
and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to 
the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the 
mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, 
like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah King of Judah; and the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee." 

Here again is the coming of the Son of Man, 
not to the air to receive His saints to Him
self; but His coming to the earth accom
panied by all His saints (who must previously 
have been taken to be with Him). His feet 
alight upon the Mount of Olives, the ground 
so often trod by those same feet in the days 
of His flesh, and from which He ascended 
up in the presence of His disciples, till a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. 

In the moment of that wondrous descent 
He will transfigure the face of the whole 
land. A mighty earthquake will rend the 
Mount of Olives, and a valley will be created, 
extending from the Mediterranean Sea, and 
allowing its waters to flow in and reach even 
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to the Dead Sea, raising its level, healing its 

deadly waters, and opening up a channel 

into the Red Sea, which shall at once super* 

sede and answer more majestically the pur

pose of the present Suez Canal. Thus shall 

Jerusalem become the centre of the world's 

commerce, the city of the great King, the 

metropolis of the kingdom of " great David's 

greater Son." 

And this manifestation of the Son of Man 

takes place just at the very time when the 

armies of all " t h e great powers" are round 

about Jerusalem. The city has been taken, 

as described in the passage before us, and 

even the elect remnant who wait for the 

promised Deliverer appear on the verge of 

destruction, when, lo! the heavens are rent 

asunder, the King of kings appears, and the 

armies of heaven are with Him. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

"THE YEAR OF MY REDEEMED/1 

TN the passage referred to (Zech. xiv. 1-5) 
observe that when the Lord Jesus returns 

to earth and His feet stand upon the Mount 
of Olives " all the saints " come with Him, 
It is surely quite evident that before they 
could come with Him they must previously 
have been taken to him. The same is taught 
in Jude 14: 

••Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, * Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of His saints V 

In the midst of the abounding wickedness 
before the flood Enoch comforted himself 
with the thought that the Lord would take 
judgment into His own hand in a coming 
day, and that in the end righteousness would 
be vindicated. Such was his testimony to 
an ungodly world, in the midst of which 
" he walked with God " ; and as Abraham 
in his day looked for a city with foundations, 
so doubtless Enoch in his day looked for a 
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place among the ten thousand whose wrongs 
He was coming to avenge. 

His suffering, downtrodden, persecuted 
saints, raised from the dead and glorified 
together with Christ, previously caught up 
to meet Him in the air, will then " appear 
with Him in glory J* 

In Revelation xix. the same scene is yet 
more graphically predicted. There the saints 
are seen as the armies in heaven, clothed in 
white linen (the "righteousness of saints"), 
mounted on horses, and following on His 
triumphant way Him whose garments are 
dipped in blood, and whose name is "the 
Word of God." 

Wherever we look the scene is one of judg
ment ; every detail and circumstance declares 
that "the acceptable year" will have ended, 
and that "the day of vengeance" has begun. 

The world's great want is a righteous, 
infallible, omnipotent Judge. In the Psalms 
His coming to judge is abundantly spoken of: 

•• Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad. . . . before the Lord, for He cometh to 
judge the earth; He shall judge the world with 
righteousness and the people with His truth" (Psalm 
xcvi. 11-13). 

I, 
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In Psalm xcvii. it is, " The Lord reigneth : 
let the earth rejoice"; and then there is 
described His coming with fire and lightning, 
melting hills and trembling earth. 

In Psalm xcix. it is, " The Lord reigneth: 
let the people tremble.*' 

In Isaiah xxxii. the same is foretold: 

" Behold a King shall reign in righteousness and 
princes shall decree judgment." 

From other Scriptures we know who those 
princes are. (Compare Luke xxii. 29, 30; 
1 Corinthians vi. 2 ; Revelation ii. 26, 27). 

Such a King and such a kingdom can 
cause no joy in the heart of those who have 
rejected the Gospel of God's grace. Their 
portion is to tremble, not to rejoice. 

Together with the beast and the false 
prophet, all who " received not the love of 
the truth that they might be saved,'' must 
perish eternally in the lake of fire. 

All this is confirmed in Isaiah xi. 4 : 

" But with righteousness shall He judge [that is, 
execute judgment on behalf of} the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall 
smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with 
the breath of His lips shall he slay the wicked one " 
[" the wicked" is here in the singular]. 
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" And righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins 
and faithfulness the girdle of His reins." 

There is no blessing apart from righteous
ness: 

"The work of righteousness shall be peace, and 
the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance 
for ever." 

But fir3t it must be righteousness—after that 
comes peace. Melchizedek was " first king of 
righteousness and afterwards king of peace." 

So the righteous judgments of the Lord 
in Isaiah xi. are followed by peace: 

41 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them, And the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka
trice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 
holy mountain." 

The result of this appearing of the Lord and 
His saints as the executors of judgment 
upon the wicked will be blessing to the 
world, but in the first instance it is the Jew 
who must be delivered, restored, and blessed. 
The ancient covenant of promise made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob must have the 
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first place. Israel restored, and Jerusalem 
the centre of worship and of Divine govern
ment, is the first step toward the blessing of 
Gentile nations. 

So we read in Isaiah xxx. 26: 
,f Moreover, the light of the moon shall be as the 

light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
seven-fold, as the light of seven days, in the day that 
the Lord bindeth up the breach of His people, and 
healeth the stroke of their wound." 

Thus, whilst His coming is judgment upon 
the wicked and vengeance upon the guilty-
oppressors of His people, it is also the rising 
of the Sun of Righteousness with healing in 
His wings (or beams). The acceptable year 
shall have closed, the longsuffering of our 
Lord will have come to an end, and now, as-
He says in Isaiah lxiii. 4, " The day of ven
geance is in Mine heart, and the year of My 
redeemed is come." 

When He came the first time it was grace 
that occupied His heart. The work then set 
before Him was to fully manifest the grace 
of God. He would accept no place as judge 
—if asked to adjudicate between two brethren 
about an inheritance, His only answer is, 
" Who made Me a judge or a divider over 
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you ? "—that was not the character in which 
He was then called to act. All His works 
were grace—they were salvation works. But 
when He comes again He will be invested 
with all authority as Judge and King—it 
will be the day of judgment and the year of 
His redeemed. His redeemed of this age 
will then appear with Him in His glory— 
His redeemed of Israel are at Jerusalem 
waiting for His appearing to deliver them 
from impending destruction. 

To the nation of Israel the appearing of 
the Lord will be more than a deliverance, 
great and glorious as that deliverance is. It 
will be the inauguration of a millennium of 
blessing. It will be the morning without 
clouds, in which the Sun of Righteousness 
shall shed His healing beams upon the 
people of the covenant. 

" In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely, and this is the Name whereby He 
shall be called, • The Lord our Righteousness *." 

The ground of this earthly blessing is the 
very same as that on which our heavenly 
blessing rests. It is Christ, " made unto us 
wisdom from God, even righteousness, and 
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sanctification, and redemption " (1 Cor. i. 30, 

R.V.). Their King is "the great Shepherd of the 

sheep brought again from the dead through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant." They 

will know that He is Jehovah when He has 

wrought with them, not according to their 

evil ways, nor according to their corrupt 

doings, but according to the eternal counsels 

of His grace by Christ Jesus. 

This spiritual restoration, which goes on 

simultaneously with their national restora

tion, is referred to in Ezekiel xx. 37: 

" And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and 
I will bring you into the bond of the covenant." 

The allusion here is to the shepherd holding 

out his rod over the entrance to the fold, and 

counting each one of his flock as it passes. 

The same idea is in Exodus xxx. 14 : 

" Every one that passeth among them that are 
numbered." 

None shall in that day be suffered to enter 

the land of the covenant but the chosen 

remnant: 
441 will purge out from among you the rebels . . . 

they shall not enter into the land of Israel, and ye 
shall know that I am Jehovah " (verse 38). 
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" In mine holy mountain . . . saith the Lord God, 
there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in 
the land, serve Me: there will I accept them, and 
there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits 
of your oblations, with all your holy things " (ver. 40). 

Ezekiel xxxvi. 24: 

" For I will take you from among the heathen, and 
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you 
into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean : from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you : and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart 
of flesh. And I will put My spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep 
My judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in 
the land that I gave to your fathers ; and ye shall be 
my people, and I will be your God." 

Blessed and glorious prospect for the 
people that for ages have been scattered and 
peeled, a byword and a hissing. And it is 
all of grace. Grace laid the foundation, and 
grace will bring forth the top stone. The 
heavenly or celestial glory of the Church 
and the earthly or terrestrial glory of Isreal 
will each in its way and measure exhibit the 
glory of the grace of God. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM OF 

OUR LORD. 

T ^ H E "groaning creation" awaits the 
time of " the manifestation of the 

sons of God." Even the saints of the past 
dispensations await the completion of the 
elect who form " the Body of Christ/' for 
" they without us shall not be made per
fect/' that is, perfected in resurrection glory. 

•'When He shall appear [be manifested], then 
sfhall ye also appear [be manifested] with Him in 
glory" (Col. iii. 4). 

" He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe, in that day " 
(2 Thess. i. 10). 

" Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world ? " (1 Cor. vi. 2). 

" He that overcometh, to him will I give power 
[authority] over the nations, and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall 
they be broken to shivers, even as I received of My 
Father" (Rev. ii. 26, 27). 

" And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them " (Rev. xx. 4). 

To the apostles the Lord said: 

"I appoint unto you a kingdom, as My Father 
hath appointed unto Me, that ye may eat and drink 
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at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judg 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel " (Luke xxii. 29). 

These and many other passages show 
clearly that when the Lord, as Son of Man, 
shall come to reign as " King of kings and 
Lord of lords," His saints shall come with 
Him, be manifested in the glory with Him, 
and reign with Him for ever. The special 
honour of judging the tribes of Israel is con
ferred on the apostles; but the saints will 
all have their place in that kingdom under 
Christ, and will be appointed to service 
therein more or less honourable according 
to faithfulness here and now. This is shown 
in the two parables of the talents (Matt, 
xxv. 14) and of the pounds (Luke xix. 12). 
This, also, is the application of 2 Peter i. n . 
The "abundant entrance" there alluded to 
is not entrance into heaven, or into the 
Father's house; all " the children" have 
equal right and title there—it is entrance 
" into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord." 
All the redeemed shall enter it, all the " born 
again;'* but the "abundant entrance" is for 
those who have been watchful and diligent, 
as the context clearly shows. 
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Some may enter, saved as by the skin of 
their teeth, like Lot dragged out of Sodom, 
saved, and called " righteous Lot" ; but no 
record of fruitful service or testimony. 
Others enter, as it were, with acclamation. 
" Well done, good and faithful servant!" 
This is beautifully foreshadowed in the his
tory of David. His " mighty men," when 
he came to the throne, whom he appointed to 
places of honour and trust, were those who 
had continued with him in his trials, who 
had shared with him the sorrows and re
proaches of the days of his rejection, when 
Adullam's cave was his dwelling, and Beth
lehem's well was guarded by the Philistines, 
and the snow and the lion told of sufferings 
and dangers that only faith in Jehovah, who 
had caused him to be anointed, and would 
surely make good to him the promised king
dom, could patiently endure. 

No mention in the "list of honours" of 
Joab, his mightiest general, cool, powerful, 
unscrupulous, carnal—his own sister's son; 
he joined him not till Saul was dead. He 
sat on the fence, as men say, till he saw 
what way things would go. He was a man 
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of expediency and policy, far-seeing and wily, 
but not a man of faith, and not one whose 
heart's affections were true to David, his 
king. 

How much of practical truth is for us in 
all these inspired records ! Not " Church 
truth," it may be, but " Kingdom truth" 
important for us to know, and the practical 
value of which will be seen when His King
dom comes. 

In 1 Peter iii. 9 there is a most suggestive 
reference to the ministry of the saints in the 
age to come. The exhortation is to us now, 
instead of rendering evil for evil, to render 
blessing for cursing ; but why ? 

"Knowing that ye are thereunto called"—this is 
the character of your calling—" that ye should in
herit [not« a blessing,* but] blessing," or to make its 
meaning, as we believe, clearer, " that ye should in-
herit the bestowing of blessing." 

Whenever the inheritance is spoken of, it 
looks forward to the time of the Kingdom. 
Our inheritance is not here and now, but in 
the Kingdom of God. The future heritage 
of the saints is the bestowment of blessing. 
We are to be the channels of blessing in the 
world to come. Now, doubtless there is 
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an unseen angelic ministry—see Hebrews 
i. 14—but in that age, which is not 
put in subjection to angels but to man—in 
Christ and in union with Him—the ministry 
of blessing will be sustained by saints of the 
heavenly calling, Melchizedek priests, who 
have qualified here for this kingdom ministry. 

It was upon Nathaniel's confession of the 
Lord Jesus, as " Son of God and King of 
Israel," that He bounded forward in Spirit, 
so to speak, into the glory of the age to come 
and uttered in His own fervent way these 
remarkable words: 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man." 

The allusion is doubtless to the ladder 
which Jacob saw in vision. That ladder 
was the Son of Man. Angelic messengers 
it was, no doubt, that Jacob saw, but in the 
age to come the ascending and descending 
messengers may be none other than the 
heavenly saints—even we, who are learning 
now the Christlike lesson to bless and not 
to curse. 

There are occasions mentioned in Scrip-
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ture when the heavens have been moment
arily opened, but this is the only mention of 
the heavens being " open " as a permanent 
condition. Just now our eyes may peer into 
the infinite blue by night or day, but we fail 
to get even a glimpse of the " heavenly 
things " that lie so near to the believing soul. 
We walk truly by faith, and not by sight. 
Sin has shut out the heavens from the earth, 
and covered them as with an impenetrable 
vail. But hereafter we shall see the heavens 
open ! Heaven open to earth, and heaven 
and earth united in the Person of the glori
fied Son of Man, and communication estab
lished between the heavenly and the earthly 
departments of the Kingdom of God. 

The earthly centre of that kingdom will 
be Jerusalem. It will be the centre of 
government from which the law shall go 
forth (Isa. ii. 1-3), and the centre of worship 
unto which the nations shall go up (Isa. lxvi. 
23 ; Zech. xiv. 16-17). 

'• The Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired 
it for His habitation " (Psa. cxxxii. 13). 

The same oath to David, " Of the fruit of 
thy body will I set upon thy throne, "secured 
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also that Zion should be Jehovah's rest for 
ever. 

True, " Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, 
was raised from the dead/' and is at the 
right hand of God. Thus far the promise 
has been literally fulfilled; but as surely as 
it is so far accomplished, so certainly will, 
that Son of David sit upon the throne of 
His father David and reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever. All this is yet future, 
but none the less certain of accomplishment. 

Zechariah informs us as to the building of 
the future temple: 

41 Behold the Man whose name is ' the Branch.'. . 
He shall build the temple of Jehovah . . . and He 
shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His 
throne ; and He shall be a priest upon His throne, 
and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both." 

So also in Acts xv. 16 : 

"After this I will return, and will build again 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will 
set it up; that the residue of men might seek after 
the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom My name 
is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things." 

Of that day it is written : 

" Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in 
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the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 
Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is 
Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the 
great King. God is known in her palaces for a 
refuge " (Psa. xlviii. 1-3). 

" Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty; 
they shall behold a far-stretching land" (R. V., 
Isaiah xxxiii. 17). 

And in Isaiah xxxiii. 20-22 : 

" Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities; 
thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle that shall not be taken down. . . . But 
there the glorious Jehovah will be unto us a place of 
broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go no galley 
with oars. . . . For Jehovah is our judge, Jehovah is 
our lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He will save us." 

Many other passages equally clear and 
definite might be referred to, but these will 
suffice to show that the world's metropolis 
in the age to come will not be Rome, or 
Babylon, or London, but Jerusalem. There 
will be Jehovah's throne and dwelling-place, 
and the temple that shall be truly " an house 
of prayer for all nations." There will the 
King be seen in His glory and beauty, and 
as when the Queen of Sheba came to Solo
mon and heard his wisdom and beheld his 
glory, there was no strength left in her—it 
exceeded all that had been reported to her, 
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"the half had not been told"—even so will 
those that are left of the Gentiles be aston
ished and awe-struck as they behold the 
earthly glory of the Son of Man, and recog
nise Him as the One who was nailed to the 
Cross on Calvary, and over whose head was 
written: "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 
the Jews." 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

'•ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED," 

T T has already been shown from Scripture 
that the future restoration of Israel will 

be spiritual as well as national. That which 
has at present begun will probably very soon 
become a recognised national movement, but 
it is purely of the will of man. It is an 
unbelieving generation that is returning to 
the land. It is so predicted by the Lord in 
that solemn parable in Matt. xii. 43-45. The 
unclean, idolatrous spirit has truly been cast 
out, but seven other spirits of evil shall have 
possession, and the last state of that genera
tion shall be worse than the first. 
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Not so will it be when according to the 
New Covenant promises Jehovah restores 
them. 

The spirit of grace and of supplication 
shall have been poured upon them accord
ing to Zech. xii. 10, producing genuine 
confession of sin, and chiefly of the sin of 
the rejection of Christ, and the fountain 
opened for sin and for uncleanness will be 
availed of, and its boundless efficacy proved. 

"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean: . . . a new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you : . . . and 
I shall cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall 
keep My judgments, and do them. And ye shall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye 
shall be My people, and I will be your God " (Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25-28). 

Then 
0 The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick : the 

people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their 
iniquity " (Isa. xxxiii. 24). 

A delightsome land it will be indeed ! No 
sickness, no suffering, no death, except it be 
in judgment for transgression or of the very 
aged. "The child shall die an hundred 
years old " ; that is to say, at the age of an 

M 
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hundred years he will be in comparison but 
a child, for the length of human life will be 
extended again as before the flood: 

" For as the days of a tree are the days of My 
people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands" (Isa. lxv. 20-22). 

" I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people: 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying." 

There shall be no more war, for the nations 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks: peace 
and plenty shall be found in all their borders. 
Special, evident, and instant answers to 
prayer will be given : 

44 Before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear." 

The very nature of the wild beasts will be 
changed: 

•• The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 
the lion shall eat straw like a bullock." 

" The leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together." 

•• They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain : for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Isa. xi. 6-9). 

The present experience of the believer is 



"ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED:1 1 7 1 

necessarily one of conflict. Not necessarily 
of defeat, for the presence and indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of victory 
to faith. But conflict it must be, for the 
flesh in the believer is unchanged; the devil 
is loose in the world, ever on the watch, with 
his legions of emissaries, to deceive and lead 
astray by his subtlety, or to harass by his 
fiery darts, or to assault as a roaring lion the 
children of God: and the world is one vast 
network of entanglement and temptation, 
one organised force of opposition, devised 
and marshalled with the experience of six 
thousand years by the arch enemy of God 
and man. 

In the age to come all this will be changed. 
Satan chained and cast into the abyss can 
no longer tempt and harass. The world, 
remodelled by the power of Christ, shall no 
longer be a snare to the saints, but a fitting 
sphere of intelligent occupation and enjoy
ment. The flesh, no longer acted upon and 
inflamed by Satanic and worldly influences, 
but disciplined and held in control, will be 
powerless to assert itself against the spiritual 
force of the new nature. 
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The shortness of time, the presence of evil, 
the liability to disaster, the fear of disease 
and death laying claim to those we love, 
considerations which ever mar the enjoyment 
of earthly things in this present age, will all 
be absent then. 

It will be the fulfilment of all that the 
heart of man has craved for, and imagined, 
and vainly sought after since the fall. 

Whilst the land of Israel will thus be the 
scene of gladness and glory unparalleled, 
Jerusalem will be pre-eminently glorious 
with the presence of the Lord. The name 
of the city from that day will be "Jehovah 
Shamma!!*'—"the Lord is there" (Ezek. 
xlviii. 35). 

In Jerusalem, " Holiness to the Lord/* 
the very inscription that was graven in the 
plate of gold borne on the mitre of the high 
priest, will be inscribed upon the bridles of 
the horses, and 

" Every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be 
holiness unto the Lord of Hosts " (Zech. xiv. 20, 21). 

" The streets of the city shall be full of boys and 
girls playing in the streets thereof." 

'•Thus saith Jehovah: I am returned unto Zion, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and 
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Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the 
mountain of the Lord of Hosts the holy mountain " 
(Zech. viii. 3). 

God never did own more than one place 
of worship upon earth. Even when Israel 
was divided into separate kingdoms it was 
Jeroboam's crime perpetuated by the kings 
of Israel, that Jerusalem, the place which 
He chose out of all the tribes to put His 
Name there, was set aside and another 
centre of worship set up, and another order 
of priesthood and ordinances devised. 

In the coming day of glory, when Jehovah, 
the Lord Jesus, shall be King over all the 
earth, there will only be the one centre of 
worship. 

"It shall come to pass in the last days that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it; and many 
people shall go and say, Come, and let us go up to 
the mountains of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob ; and He will teach us of His ways, and we 
will walk in His paths; for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem " 
(Isa. ii. 2, 3). 

"Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves 
to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the Name of 
the Lord, to be His servants, every one that keepeth 
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the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of My 
covenant; even them will I bring to My holy moun
tain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer: 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices shall be 
accepted upon Mine altar; for Mine house shall be 
called an house of prayer for all people'' (Isa. lvi. 6,7). 

" It shall come that I will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall come and see My glory " 
(Isa. lxvi. 18). 

" And it shall come to pass that from one new moon 
to another . . . shall all flesh come to worship before 
Me, saith the Lord " (verse 23). 

But the blessing will not be limited to Israel. 
The promise to Abram, " In thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed,'* 
must be literally fulfilled. Just now the 
grace of God is for " all nations," but whilst 
many out of the nations are being blessed, 
the nations, as such, are yet under the power 
of Satan. But in that day the nations shall 
share the blessings of the kingdom. 

«* Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of 
the world with fruit" (Isa. xxvii. 6). 

They shall be known as " Jehovah's priests," 
and as *' the ministers of our God " (Isa. lxi. 6). 

11 And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, . . . so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing " (Zech. viii. 13). 
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The prayer " Thy kingdom come " will no 
longer be heard, for the promised kingdom 
of heaven shall indeed have come, and the 
King who hung on Calvary's Cross will 
reign enthroned the Sovereign Lord of all. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

THE MILLENNIAL REIGN AND THE 

ETERNAL STATE. 

/ ^ \ U R thoughts concerning kingship and 
reigning are necessarily formed by what 

we know from history. Of one reign only, 
that of Solomon, it is said there was " neither 
adversary nor evil occurrent." This condi
tion of things lasted but a little while, and 
was a part of the glory of Solomon and his 
kingdom which rendered him peculiarly a 
type of Christ as the Prince of Peace. 

Every other reign throughout the world's 
history involved the subduing of evil within 
and the conquering of enemies without. No 
kingdom could exist without forces at com
mand adequate to overcome every opposing 
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element, to uphold law, and so to preserve 
independence and liberty. 

And such, in the first instance, must be 
the character of the Kingdom of our Lord. 
The right to overcome and finally destroy 
the devil and all his works was acquired at 
the Cross. Meantime the Lord is not assert
ing His rightful authority, but, in accordance 
with the eternal counsels of the Father, is 
allowing Satan to work as the world's god 
and prince in such a way and to such an 
extent as to bring iniquity to a climax. The 
Lord Jesus is now invested with "all autho
rity in heaven and on earth," and conse
quently the ultimate control of Satan is in 
His hands. The adversary can go no further 
than he is permitted, and as the natural 
enmity of the dog is made use of by the 
shepherd for the benefit and not for the 
destruction of the sheep, so Satan's enmity 
is used by the Lord for blessing to His own, 
as for example in the case of Job, or of Paul's 
thorn in the flesh, " the messenger of Satan 
to buffet him." 

But the hour is approaching when the 
Lord Jesus shall rise up from His place at 
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the right hand of His Father's throne, and 
be manifested in power and great glory as 
the only Potentate, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Associated with Him in His 
Kingdom will be the risen and glorified saints. 

The sphere of His Kingdom then as Son 
of Man will be first " the House of Jacob," 
according to many prophecies, and then His 
dominion shall extend until the whole earth 
is filled with His glory. The whole of Psalm 
lxxii. is to the point here. 

We have already seen a little of the peace 
and glory and blessedness of the millennial 
reign. During that period righteousness 
shall no longer suffer, but be in the ascend
ant ; not the proud but the meek shall inherit 
the earth. But though it be filled with His 
glory, all the world will not be truly con
verted. A regenerate world will not be seen 
till the present creation is superseded by the 
new heavens and the new earth. 

It has yet to be demonstrated that human 
nature, delivered from Satan's influence, put 
under gracious restraint, instructed in right
eousness, and basking in the summer sun
shine of the glory of the Lord for a thousand 
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years, is just the same still, ready to fall 
before the first assault of Satan, to believe 
his lies, to enlist under his banner, to yield 
itself to his sway, and defy once more the 
very majesty of Heaven. 

The obedience rendered to the Lord during 
the thousand years will be genuine and hearty, 
and the result of grace in all the seed of 
Israel, and also in multitudes of the Gentiles, 
but not in all. This is indicated in Psalms 
lxvi. 3 and lxxxi. 15, where " submit" signi
fies, as found in the margin, to " yield feigned 
obedience." That is, the subjection is forced, 
or a matter of policy, not the result of a 
change of heart. Such, being unregenerated, 
will be prepared to accept the advances of 
Satan as soon as he is let loose from the 
abyss in which for the thousand years he 
had been imprisoned. 

It has been asserted that this final apos
tasy, and subsequent vengeance from heaven 
upon the rebels, proves the millennial king
dom of the Son of Man to have been " a 
gigantic failure." 

That it proves the hopeless depravity of 
man is t rue ; that it demonstrates, finally 
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and tor ever, that no kind of salvation avails 

for the Adam race but a new creation—" ye 

must be born again "—is also unquestion

able; but all this was included from the 

beginning in the divine programme, and is 

but the working out of the scheme of the 

eternal counsels of God. 

The Son of Man will thus have reigned 

until every enemy has been subdued. The 

purpose of His reign shall have been accom

plished. The triumph of divine grace and 

power through the great redemption work 

of the Lamb of God will be complete. The 

judgment of the Great White Throne will 

finally dispose of every source of evil, and the 

way will be clear for the introduction of the 

eternal state, " the new heavens and the new 

earth," wherein righteousness will neither 

suffer nor be dominant, but shall peacefully 

" dwell" as in the rest of an eternal home. 

It is at the close of the millennium that 

the great conflagration shall take place 

spoken of by Peter : 

" The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer-
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vent heat, the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burned up." 

And again : 

" Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat ; nevertheless we, according to His promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter iii. 10-13). 

The period here spoken of as " t h e day of 

the Lord " and " the day of God M is there

fore not a day of twenty-four hours, but, as 

explained in verse 8, a period extending over 

a thousand years, and from other Scriptures 

we gather that the final burning up and pass

ing away of the heavens and the earth that 

now exist does not take place at the begin

ning but at the close of that period. 

The view has recently been propounded 

that " after the thousand years" there is 

another dispensation in which, for an inde

finite but very much extended period, the 

Lord Jesus shall reign as Son of Man, and 

a t the close of which He will resign His 

delegated authority—practically abdicate the 

throne of His kingdom, deliver it up to the 

Father , and thereafter be "subject unto Him 
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that put all things under Him, that God 
may be all in all." 

But although much learning and critical 
acumen have been enlisted on the side of 
this view, and some thoughtful students of 
Scripture have accepted it, it still appears to 
us that there is no room in the leading pas
sage on the subject, viz., i Cor. xv. 23-28, 
for such a dispensation between the close of 
the thousand years and the eternal state. 

It appears plain that the delivering up of 
the Kingdom to God, even the Father, is 
consequent upon all [i.e., all opposing] rule, 
authority, and power having been put down. 
The Lord Jesus, the Son of Man, must reign 
till then. The final act will be the abolish
ing of death. Sin shall never stain and death 
shall never shadow the new creation. 

"When all things shall be subdued unto Him, 
then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him 
that put all things under Him, that God may be all 
in all." 

It appears to us that in verse 24 " when " 
repeated, in verse 25 " till," in verse 28 
" when " and " then," all point so definitely 
to the one period that there is no escape 
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from the conclusion that the point of transi

tion is one—that it is at the close of the 

millennium and at the inauguration of the 

new creation in its eternal beauty and glory. 

It is beyond our power to imagine such 

conditions, so blessed, so glorious! All 

ordinary ideas of kingship and dominion 

utterly fail. The Regal authority for judg

ment, punishment, and administration with 

which Christ as Son of Man was invested, 

will be no longer required or suitable to 

the eternal conditions. The all-pervading 

blessedness of the presence of God, the 

Father, the Son, and the Spirit, will secure 

the perfect order of the new creation, 

heavenly and earthly. 

The Son, ever God and Man, and the 

Church throughout eternal ages blessed in 

Him and with Him, will be the administra

tors of that glorious, eternal kingdom in 

subjection to God, who is eternally all 

in a l l 

Already the believer in the Lord Jesus 

Christ is a new creation. He looks and 

waits for the Son from heaven, and for the 

blessed change at His coming ; but he also 
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looks forward to the eternal blessedness of 
the new heaven and the new earth, when 
the former things will no more be remem
bered, or come into mind. 

" Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent, that ye may be found of Him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless." 

CHAPTER XX. 

PRACTICAL LESSONS. 

TTAVING considered some of the Scrip
tures bearing upon the past history, 

present scattered condition, and future resto
ration of the children of Israel, nationally, 
it may be for our profit to gather up some 
of the practical lessons that flow naturally 
from the subject. 

And, first, Israel, or as they now are 
generally known and popularly called, " the 
Jews," afford an incontestible proof of the 
inspiration of the Scriptures. The main 
features and numberless details of their his
tory for the past 2000 years could be written 
from " the scriptures of the prophets." 
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Their rejection of the Messiah, their com
bining with the Roman authorities to crucify 
Him, the destruction of Jerusalem, their 
being scattered amongst all nations, their 
being hated, feared, persecuted, not in some 
nations only, but in every nation whither 
they were scattered (Britain included, until 
comparatively recent years), nevertheless 
their being preserved as a distinct people, 
increasing in numbers and influence until 
fitted to take a place among the nationalities 
of the world—all this, and much more, we 
have seen was predicted in the Old Testa
ment. It is not conceivable that human 
skill could forecast such a history ! The 
scientists of to-day, with all the means at 
their disposal, scarce can forecast the weather 
for the morrow; how, then, could human 
prescience anticipate, not centuries, but 
millenniums of national events altogether 
unprecedented and in the highest degree 
improbable? From a purely rational stand
point, it is easier to believe in the theory of 
inspiration than to believe that man by 
merely natural foresight or calculation could 
have written the prophecies. 
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The Jew is the great outstanding miracle 
of this age. None but the God of the Bible 
could have wrought such a stupendous and 
continuous wonder as the people of the Jews 
present to the world hitherto and now. 

And this brings us to another consideration 
of vast importance, namely, that as the fore
knowledge of God is seen in the prophetic 
Scriptures, the certainty of all His eternal 
counsels being fulfilled is guaranteed by the 
operations of His providence. 

It is a miracle that Israel's history should 
have been predicted ages before the fulfil

ment; it is equally a miracle that every 
detail as predicted should be fulfilled, and 
that in spite of all possible opposition by man 
and by Satan. In fact, it is in many cases the 
enmity of man and the subtlety of Satan that 
God uses to further His own purposes. 

The infidel will find it hard to explain 
the evident and undeniable correspondence 
between prophecy and history as regards 
Israel. And even " the critics " who profess to 
honour the Bible, but at the same time cease 
not to proclaim its fallibility, to challenge 
the authorship of its books, and to teach that 

N 
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its miracles are fables or myths, will find it 
hard to deny the miraculous, with the double 
miracle of inspiration and the Jews before 
their eyes. 

Thus although God hides Himself, and 
seems in this present age to have withdrawn 
farther than ever from direct and obvious 
interference in the course of things in the 
world, nevertheless He has not left Himself 
without a witness—a witness of such a 
character that, if it fails to convince, it cer
tainly will not fail to condemn those who 
ignore or deny it. 

The same Almighty power that has secured 
the fulfilment of prophecy, so far, may be 
relied upon with absolute certainty to make 
good all that is yet future. This is the con
fidence of faith. £-Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but My words shall not pass 
away " (Luke xxi. 33). And though it is 
not for us to know the times and the seasons, 
nevertheless it is of deepest interest to see 
with our eyes the gradual unfolding of the 
purposes of God according to expectations 
moulded by an intelligent acquaintance with 
the Scriptures of Truth. 
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The current news of the day becomes thus 
in many instances not a mere Athenian 
gratification but an occasion of adoring wor
ship. The present " Zionist" movement, 
which gathers force from year to year, is of 
itself an evidence of the direction in which 
national aspirations are developing. The 
eye of the Jew is upon Canaan; he yearns 
for the land of promise. All other countries, 
however he may prosper in them, and what
ever liberty he may erfjoy, are but the lands 
of his exile. In the possession of Canaan 
alone can he discern any escape from his 
wanderings. 

But the movement is not of faith. Indeed, 
in their Congresses the Zionists make no 
reference to the prophetic Scriptures. It is 
national and political, and in this respect it 
is just exactly what Scripture leads us 
to expect. The return to the land in 
the first instance is, as we have seen, a 
return in unbelief, and not for blessing, but 
for judgment. 

What, then, is our attitude as Christians 
toward this marvellous race? Through 
centuries past the Church has treated the 
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Jew with utter neglect. It has been called 
a "Gentile Church," as though the "one 
new man" had not been formed in Christ 
" out of twain "—even of an elect company 
composed of Jews as well as Gentiles. The 
"casting away" of Israel has been regarded 
as final and individual, and as equivalent to 
a denial of the Gospel of the grace of God to 
an accursed race; whereas seen in its true 
light as national and not personal it leaves 
the Jew on the very same footing as the 
Gentile, both alike "guilty before God," 
both alike " by nature the children of wrath," 
and therefore both alike subjects for the 
grace of God. 

But in Romans xi. the mystery of God's 
governmental ways with Jew and Gentile is 
unfolded, and from it we learn that " through 
their fall salvation is come to the Gentiles." 
Israel in the past was Jehovah's olive tree, 
His fig tree, and His vine. From them 
He looked for fruit, as seen in Jot ham's 
parable, fatness, sweetness, and joy, even 
joy to the heart of God, and blessing to 
ruined man. 

All the privileges that God pould in grace 



PRACTICAL LESSONS. 189 

bestow upon a nation were theirs, as we 
have seen; precious privileges they were, 
but all abused and forfeited. Then came the 
cutting off of the natural branches, the seed 
of Abraham according to the flesh. Nation
ally no longer owned by Jehovah as His, 
" lo-ammi" (not My people) has been 
branded upon them. " As touching the 
election they are beloved for the fathers' 
sakes," but "as touching the Gospel they 
are enemies for our sakes." 

The grace of God thus shown to the 
Gentile is " contrary to nature." Much may 
be learned of spiritual things in Nature's 
parables, but Nature has no parallel to this ! 
The wild olive, the Gentile, is grafted into 
the stem of the good olive tree, and partakes 
of its root and fatness. 

Even so, whilst Israel is scattered and 
peeled, meted out and trodden down, Gen
tiles by myriads have enjoyed the privileges 
that formerly were the exclusive right of 
Israel. The saving knowledge of Israel's 
Messiah, nay more, union with Him in 
resurrection life, the gift of His Spirit, witness 
for Christ in the world, Spirit-taught acquaint-
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ance with the Scriptures (Old Testament 
and New), Faith 's grasp of the promises, and 
Hope's foretaste of the glory to be revealed, 
all have come through Israel's fall, to the 

Gentile. 
"As ye in times past have not believed God, yet 

have now obtained mercy through their unbelief; even 
so have these also now not believed God, thai through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath 
concluded [shut them all up together] in unbelief, 
that He might have mercy upon all." 

Have we, as Gentile believers, realised God's 
purpose that through our mercy Israel now, 
blinded though they be through unbelief, 
should obtain mercy ? W e speak of Israel 
as the future missionaries to the world. 
Have we taken in the fact that the Gentile 
is now God's appointed missionary to the 
Jew ? 

The Church having totally failed to appre
hend its calling in this, as in most other 
respects, God is at the present time raising 
up Christian Jews to bear the Gospel to their 
brethren. And they are being richly blessed. 
It is doubtful if any evangelistic work is 
more fruitful at the present time than that 
among the Jews. Yet how seldom does one 
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hear of prayer for the conversion of Israel! 
How seldem are collections made for the 
furtherance of such work! The Jew had 
always the first place in the mind of the 
Lord : " Beginning at Jerusalem " was His 
command (Luke xxiv. 47). 

" The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek " (Rom. i. 16). 

" Unto you first, God having raised up His Son 
Jesus, sent Him to bless you." 

Again, Paul says: 

"It was necessary that the Word of God should 
first have been spoken to you," &c. (See Acts xiii. 46). 

Though the Apostle of the Gentiles, he 
invariably first sought out the resident Jews 
and proclaimed the glad tidings to them. 

Never let it be forgotten that u salvation 
is of the Jews." Our blessed Lord was, 
according to the flesh, a Jew of the seed of 
David, and from heaven He spoke " in the 
Hebrew tongue." 

Many who have tried to befriend indivi
duals of the race have had trying experience 
of deception and hypocrisy. So low have 
they fallen that conscience in many cases 
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seems extinct. But let not such experiences 
induce those who love the Lord to join in 
the world's abuse of the Jew. Remember 
that he is either, as concerns the Gospel, an 
enemy for our sakes or beloved for the fathers* 
sakes, and as such let us seek grace, if an 
enemy, to view him with divine compassion, 
and if a Christian to love him in sympathy 
with the heart of the Lord Jesus. 


