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CHRIST IN T H E 

LEVITICAL OFFERINGS 

T T might be well to begin with a few remarks 

on the offerings generally, of which there 

are five, viz.:—the "Burnt Offering," or more 

correctly, the "Ascending Offering;" the "Meat 

Offering;" the "Peace Offering;" the "Sin 

Offering;" and the "Trespass Offering." 

They each represent a distinct aspect of 

the one offering of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Substance, of which all the offerings were 

shadows. 

In Leviticus they are mentioned in the 

order shown above. But when instructions are 

given as to the way in which they were to be 

presented, we find the order is reversed, and 
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the sin offering comes first. For examples of 

this, see the law of the cleansing of the leper 

(Lev. xiv.)—read verses 12, 19, 20; the ordi

nances of the day of atonement (Lev. xvi.)— 

read verses 11, 15, 24; the sanctifying of the 

House of the Lord in the days of Hezekiah 

(2 Chron. xxix.)—read verses 21, 23, 27. The 

aspect of the work of Christ typified by the 

I"burnt offering" must ever be, in God's 

estimate, the highest, the one which He most 

(delights to contemplate. But from man's 

< standpoint it is that aspect of His work which 

is represented by the trespass or sin offering 

that is first apprehended, and necessarily so, 

for there could be no intercourse between God 

and man until first the question of sin has been 

gone into and settled. The stain of guilt upon 

the conscience is an insuperable barrier to 

access to God Until that is removed, accor

ding to Divine righteousness, the sinner must 

remain afar off. Further, while the sin 

offering came first in order of presentation, the 

burnt offerings were far more numerous. 

In each of the offerings there are different 

grades, such as the bullock, the sheep, and the 
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two young pigeons. These cannot represent 
different estimates of the value of the work of 
Christ as seen by God, for to God it is always, 
and ever will be, an infinite satisfaction. Nor 
can they represent different degrees of value as 
imputed by God to the offerer, for God sees all 
His people "as in Christ." There are no 
degrees in justification or in forgiveness, nor 
in the peace made by the blood of His cross, 
or in acceptance in the Beloved. The one 
who brought the two young pigeons for a 
burnt offering was as much accepted as the 
one who brought the ram; the one who 
brought a kid of the goats for a sin offering was 
as perfectly forgiven as the one who brought 
the bullock. 

The different grades represent rather the 
different degrees of apprehension in the 
believer, and consequently the different values 
set upon that one offering in the hearts of the 
children of God. 

Some esteem Christ in His person and work 
more highly than others, therefore, some exalt 
Him, in their devotedness to Him, more highly 
than others. Some see their need and guilt 
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less than others—as in the parable of the two 
debtors, one owing 50 pence, and the other, 
500. Some, like Paul, see themselves as the 
chief of sinners. To such Christ is as the 
bullock; they highly esteem Him and they love 
Him much, because they have been forgiven 
much. In others the sense of sin and demerit 
is lower, and their faith is feebler, hence their 
estimate of Christ is correspondingly lower, and 
their devotedness to Him less entire. Ex
periences thus differ by many degrees, but all 
who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 
have imputed or reckoned to them by God the 
full value of that one offering of His, not as 
they apprehend it, but as God Himself appre
hends it Therefore, when it was a question 
of atonement—and the half-shekel for each 
man was prescribed—all questions of degree 
were excluded. "The rich shall not give more 
and the poor shall not give less." See Exod. 
xxx. 15. 

As all the offerings represented Christ, one 
feature was necessarily common to all, viz., 
" I t shall be perfect to be accepted" (Lev. xxii. 
21). Of each offering it is said it shall be 
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"without blemish." "Forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 

things, such as silver and gold 

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot" 

It is a good and profitable exercise for our 
souls to consider Him as "the unblemished" 
One. He was thus testified of by God the 
Father at His baptism—"Thou art My beloved 
Son, in Thee I am well pleased" (Luke iv. 22); 
and again at His transfiguration in the same 
terms (Matt. xvii. 5). 

Pilate bore testimony: " I have found no 
fault in this Man" (Luke xxiii. 14, John xix. 
6); and vainly declared, " I am innocent of the 
blood of this just Person" (Matt, xxyii. 24). 
Pilate's wife sent to him a message—"Have 
thou nothing to do with this just Man." The 
centurion that attended His crucifixion de
clared, "Certainly, this was a righteous Man" 
(Luke xxiii. 47). Judas, in his despair, ex
claimed, " I have betrayed the innocent blood" 
{Matt, xxvii. 4); and the dying malefactor by 
His side bore testimony—"This Man hath 
<ione nothing amiss" (Luke xxiii. 41). Even 



12 CHRIST IN THE 

demons, in their fear and emnity, cried out, 
" I know Thee, who Thou art, the Holy One 
of God" (Mark i. 24). 

j Thus, by God and man, by friend and foe,, 
by heaven, earth, and hell, He was declared 
to be the unblemished One, 

The sin and trespass offerings differ from 
all the others in this respect, that, with one 
exception (see Lev. iv. 31), they are not des
cribed as being " a sweet savour." There are 
two distinct Hebrew words for "burn"—one 
which signifies, "to burn as incense," or to-
cause that which is fragrant to ascend. This 
is the word used throughout the first three 
chapters of Leviticus. The other word has the 
force of "to burn up," or "to consume," and 
is used where anything is burned outside the 
camp, as devoted to wrath. 

The first is used of the fat of the sin offering, 
which was burned upon the altar, whilst the 
second word is used of the body of the animaL 
consumed outside the camp. 

We thus learn that our great sin offering, 
though "made sin for us," and dealt with as 
the bearer of sin, and as such forsaken of God 
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upon the Cross—burned up as it were in the 
fiery wrath of God—was in His blessed person, 
at that very same time infinitely holy, infinitely 

f acceptable to God. The sin offering was 
"most holy"—twice is this repeated; (see Lev. 
vi. 25-29) as if to guard against the thought 
that sin attached to it in any way except by 
imputation. 

Whilst the body of the animal was being 
consumed in judgment-fire outside the camp, 
the fat was ascending as fragrance upon the 
altar. Such was Jesus on the Cross. Never 
at any time, as to His own person, more 
infinitely acceptable to God than at the 
moment when He could say, "Thy wrath lieth 
hard upon Me." 

The sin and trespass offerings, whilst in 
many respects identical, differed materially as 
to their purpose. 

The sin offering was for sins against the 
commandment of the Lord, committed in 
ignorance. Hence it applied to sins against 
God, and not as the trespass offering, to sins 
which, in the first instance, were against a 
fellow man. 
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We are not so liable to ignorance concerning 
our duty to man, as concerning our duty to 
God. Hence in chapter vi., where trespass 
against a neighbour is the subject, there is no 
question as to ignorance. The trespass offering 
therefore covered even a sin committed 
wittingly, and though it were "a lie unto his 
neighbour"—yet in the first instance it is said 
to be a trespass committed "against the Lord." 

All sin is primarily an outrage committed 
against God. Therefore, if it be a trespass 
against a neighbour, it does not suffice to 
restore the wrong done to man, there must 
also be the bringing of the trespass offering in 
acknowledgement of the sin as against God. 
And equally necessary was it to restore the 
wrong done to the neighbour, for nothing less 
would indicate true repentance. 



CHRIST 

THE SIN OFFERING. 

T T is abundantly evident in many Scriptures 

that Christ is the great antitype prefigured 

by the sin offering. Let us read a selection of 

these to bring it definitely before our minds: 

Ps. xxii. 1-3—"My God, My God, why hast 

Thou forsaken Me?" This cry, uttered by 

the Lord Jesus on the cross, but recorded 

hundreds of years before by the Holy Spirit, 

was the expression of His heart, whilst he was 

bearing the judgment of sin. Never at any 

other time had He been forsaken. His whole 

life, from the time he lay on His mother's 

breast till He hung on the cross, had been one 

of uninterrupted communion with God. Though 

treading this earth He was "the Son in the 

bosom of the Father" (John i. 18). Up till the 
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very hour of His sufferings He could say, " I 
am not alone because the Father is with Me " 
(John xvi. 32). Why then was He forsaken? 

' The answer comes from His own lips—" But 
i Thou art holy!" The Holy One could not 
' look upon sin. And so really did Christ the 
.Holy One of God stand in the sinner's place; 
so really was He "made to be sin for us," that 
there, as the sinner's Surety, standing in our 
place and having our sins laid upon Him, God 
forsook Him—turned away His face from Him, 
and left Him alone in utter darkness, the 
mighty bearer of sin. 

Works of creation were indeed manifes
tations of the power and wisdom of God, but 
nothing ever took place in the whole universe 
comparable to this. The wondrous unfolding 
of the character of God given at the cross 
surpasses everything that ever did or could take 
place. It was the opening up of the heart of 
God, declaring His infinite love for those who 
were utterly unworthy, and, at the same time, 
the inflexibility of His righteousness—the most 
wondrous sight that God ever gave to His 
intelligent creation to behold. 
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Turn now to Isaiah liii. 4—"Surely He hath 

borne our grief and carried our sorrows." He 

did this in the way of sympathy. He came 

and He entered sympathetically into the griefs 

and sorrows of mankind. He bore on His 

heart the burdens of others with a fulness and 

tenderness of sympathy that we know little of. 

But there was more than that; more, also, than 

all He suffered at the hands of men, " Yet we 

did esteem Him, stricken, smitten of God, and 

afflicted." "But He was wounded for our 

transgressions; He was bruised for our iniqui

ties; the chastisement of our peace was upon 

Him." "The Lord hath laid (or caused to 

meet) upon Him the iniquity of us all." What 

a burden He bore! The iniquities of us all 

caused to meet upon His devoted head! 

Again verse 10—"When Thou shalt make 

His soul an offering for sin." Thus, it is plain 

that every life, taken and poured out as a sin 

offering at the altar of Jehovah, was but a 

shadow pointing forward to that holy One, 

whose soul, poured out unto death on Calvary, 

was the great sin offering which alone could 

cleanse from sin. 

B 
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Comparing these Scriptures with the New 

Testament, we may read the testimony of John 

the Baptist (John i. 29), "Behold the Lamb of 

God that taketh (or beareth) away the sin of 

the world." The great "Sin-bearer," not for 

the nation of Israel only, but for the world. 

Then in 2 Cor. v. 21, we read, "For He 

hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin, that we might be made the righteousness 

of God in Him;" and in 1 Pet. iii. 18—"For 

Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just 

for the unjust, that He might bring us to God;" 

and again, in Heb. ix. 26—"Now once in the 

end of the world hath He appeared to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." 

Thus, from these selected Scriptures, and 

from very many others, it is clear that the 

doctrine of Christ being the sin offering is 

found throughout the whole Word of God; that 

is, a fundamental doctrine lying at the very 

foundation of " the faith once delivered to the 

saints." 

Nowadays, by many professed teachers of the 

faith, it is denied that the sufferings of Christ 

were substitutionary. It is asserted that atone-
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ment for sin was effected, not by what He 
suffered for sin, but by His perfect obedience. 

A knowledge of the truth, as taught in the 
Levitical offerings, would effectually save from 
such an error as this. The " burnt offering" 
surely gives that aspect of the work of Christ, 
which was " a sweet savour to God," viz., His 
perfect obedience even unto death? To say 
that atonement was effected by His obedience 
is, therefore, in one sense true, but it is only 
part of the truth, and Satan has no more 
dangerous way of propounding error than by 
advancing one side of a truth and keeping 
back the other. In one aspect Christ gave 
Himself, a voluntary offering, a whole burnt 
offering, for a sweet savour unto God (see 
Eph. v. 2); but the sin-offering aspect is 
altogether different. Instead of a sweet savour 
upon the altar, the body of the victim was 
carried without the camp, and there consumed 
in judgment-fire. "Outside the camp" was 
the place of the defiled (Num. v. 2) and the 
place of the condemned (Num. xv. 35-36); the 
place of the execution of those on whom 
judgment without mercy was pronounced. 
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This, then, is the aspect of the work of 
Christ typified by the sin offering. At one 
and the same time He was the obedient One, 
yielding to the heart of His Father infinite 
delight, by His perfect subjection in a 
world of universal revolt. He was also the 
forsaken One, on whom our sins were laid, 
and who was made sin for us; from whom, as 
such, the face of God was turned; against 
whom the sword of avenging justice was called 
to awake; into whose hand was put the bitter 
cup of the curse; who, in reality, suffered for 
sins—the Just for the unjust; the Subs
titute, who took the place and bore the 
penalty for every sinner that puts his trust 
in Him. 

In the Hebrew language there is but one 
word for "sin" and "sin-offering." When we 
read "/ / is a sin offering? we might as literally 
read "/'/ is sin." This is the significance of 
the words in the New Testament, " H e hath 
made Him to be sin for us." 

The sin offering was regarded as a personifi
cation of sin. It was treated as sin; cursed as 
sin; judged as sin; carried outside the camp as 
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sin, and there consumed as sin in judgment 
fire. And all this at the same time that "the 
fat" was burning on the altar, telling us of the 
intrinsic excellence and acceptableness of the 
offering which, made sin by imputation, 
suffered without the camp. 

Thus are we instructed by these ancient 
types and shadows in details of the work of 
Christ We take the key given us in the New 
Testament by the Spirit, and unlock the treasure' 
contained in the Levitical ceremonies, and as 
God takes us into the fellowship of His most 
precious counsels, the details and aspects of 
Chrises atoning work are unfolded to our 
wondering eyes, and we bow and worship with 
adoring hearts. 

By carnal minds these divinely perfect types 
and shadows are set aside as though they were 
the ceremonies of a religion invented by Moses, 
to appease a deity who thirsted for blood—of 
no more value than the religions of Africans 
or Hindoos. 

But by faith we understand that every one of 
these offerings was, by God's appointment, a 
foreshadowing of the great atonement on 
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Calvary. And not only so, but when the hour 
of the great propitiation arrived; when the 
antitype came to be offered; when " the 
Lamb of God was nailed to the cross and 
offered up, the great mystery is solved, and it 
is made manifest to all intelligent beings, to 
saints on earth and to angels in heaven, that 
when God extended forgiveness to those of old 
time, who came confessing their sin and 
bringing a lamb to die on their account, He 
forgave them, not because of the blood that 
was shed at the altar, but because of the Lamb 
of His own providing, and who, in the fulness 
of time, was to " put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself." 

Thus was the righteousness of God vindi
cated and established, while for 4000 years He 
had been passing over sins for which no 
adequate atonement had been made. Each 
lamb that was slain; each sin offering that was 
presented and accepted, pointed to the one 
offering ever before the eye and heart of God— 
the One on whom was "caused to meet" the 
sins of Adam, and of Abel, and of all believers 
from then till now, including yours and mine. 
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We shall now glance at some of the details 

of the sin offering. I have already observed 

that, in approaching to God, the divine order 

of presentation places the sin offering first. 

Next to the consciousness of our existence, 

the deepest fact in our being is that we are 

sinners; that we are responsible to God, and 

that there is within us a conscience which bears 

witness to the fact of sin, and to the fact of our 

accountability to God. 

The infinitely holy God could never allow 

the approach of a sinner to Himself on any 

ground but that which maintains His own 

righteousness. God's character as the holy 

and the righteous One must be established: 

therefore the sinner's approach to God must be 

in God's own way and no other. Hence the 

first question to be settled in each person's 

experience, and in every approach to God, is 

that of sin. Until the question of sin is settled 

there is nothing settled. 

I have read a very popular book upon 

"rest." Beautiful language and beautiful 

thoughts about the weariness and the burdens 

of life, and about a rest that is found in yielding 
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up the will to Christ. But from beginning to 

end no mention is made of the heaviest burden 

a man can have, the burden of sin, the burden 

of a guilty conscience; that insurmountable 

barrier which stands between sinful man and 

the holy God. 

How can there be rest until the burden of 

sin is removed, until conscience is relieved of 

the dark, foul, guilty stain of sin? How can 

there be rest until the heart is assured that sin 

has been put away according to the righteous

ness of God? 

The first rest our hearts can know, the first 

peace our souls can enjoy, is the rest and the 

peace we obtain when, ceasing from our own 

works, we believe on Him who finished the 

work for us. In the precious blood of the great 

sin offering, poured out for us on Calvary, there 

is rest and peace, and nowhere else. 

In reading Lev. iv. we see that according to 

the man's privilege, so was to be the value of 

the offering he brought. "One of the common 

people" might bring "a kid of the goats," but 

one of the priests must bring a bullock. This 

surely teaches that the greater our privilege the 



CHRIST THE SIN OFFERING. 25 

greater our sin. It shews us that the sin of a 

believer is more heinous in the sight of God 

than the sin committed in the ignorance of 

unbelief. 

It is a solemn thing that a priest must bring 

a bullock for his sin. And this, even though 

it was a sin committed ignorantly. "Though 

he wist it not, yet is he guilty" (Lev. v. 17). 

But why guilty if ignorant? Does ignorance 

not exculpate him? No, certainly not, because 

it is something done "against the command

ments of the Lord" (see Lev. iv. 1; v. 17). If 

it was a commandment of the Lord, then he 

was responsible to know i t There is such a 

thing as being "wilfully ignorant," and there is 

such a thing as being ignorant through down^ 

right indifference; in either case ignorance 

itself is sin, rather than an excuse for sin. And 

by comparing Lev. v. 3 with v. 17 you will see 

how broad the distinction between the breach 

of a command and a mere ceremonial defile

ment. In the former case it is written (verse 

17), "though he wist it not, yet is he guilty," 

in the latter it is "when he knoweth of it, then 

he shall be guilty" (verse 3). 
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God's Word is the standard of judgment, and 
not my knowledge of it. And herein lies the 
error of those who talk of being perfect, and of 
not having sinned for so many months or years. 
They mean that they are not conscious of 
having committed any flagrant breach of any 
known commandment. But what is their 
standard? Is it the revealed will of God, or 
is it their faulty, partial knowledge of it? 

Take heed: let us not lower God's standard 
to exalt our character. Only One had perfect 
knowledge of the perfect revelation ot the will 
of God! Thus, each advance we make in the 
knowledge of the will of God, necessarily sheds 
light upon past sinfulness. Under the law, 
each step into further knowledge of unfulfilled 
or broken commands involved a fresh sin 
offering. And now, what answers to that is 
that each step into the light involves a fresh 
confession of past sin, and a fresh realization 
by faith of the fact that that very sin, committed 
by me, it may be for years, in ignorance of the 
will of God, was really laid upon Christ, and 
borne and put away by His blood. 

Alas, how often fresh light is gloried in, and 
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even though it is followed, it is followed 

without self-judgment as to past ignorance, and 

consequently with an unbroken spirit. Fresh 

light or knowledge, if it does not humble us 

and lead us to confession, must puff us up, and 

cannot fail to breed that pride by which alone 

comes contention. Herein lies the secret of 

much sad and shameful failure. 

In Leviticus iv. 3, we read what is common 

[to all the offerings—it must be "without 

[blemish;" as in xxii. 21, "it shall be perfect to 

jbe accepted." This has already been remarked 

upon. Whilst the whole bullock was to be 

carried outside the camp and there consumed, 

the fat and the kidneys (see verses 8-10) were 

to be burnt upon the altar. Outside the campl 

was, the place where the defiled (Num. v. 2) 

and the condemned (Num. xv. 35) were put. 

The very Hebrew word used for "burn," in 

this instance, implies judgment-fire. 

But whilst the "whole bullock" was so dealt 

with as "sm"—the fat, the internal fat, that 

which surrounded the kidneys, and the kidneys 

themselves with the fat (or suet)—all went 

upon the altar, there to ascend to Jehovah 
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along with the fat of the burnt offering and of 

the peace sacrifice. What did this signify? 

Surely it tells us that He who "suffered 

without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12); who was 

"made sin for us"; who was forsaken of God 

and left alone in darkness as the bearer of sin, 

was even at that very same moment the 

perfect One, the infinitely acceptable One— 

the One who was ever His Father's joy, though 

in judgment forsaken and made a curse for 

the sins of those for whom, as Surety, He 

suffered. 

The parts laid on the altar were significant. 

The Hebrew word for " kidneys" is the same 

that is sometimes rendered the " reins." The 
parts laid on the altar were those which could 

never be seen by the eye of man—the most 

inward parts, only reachable by death. If any 

taint had attached to the animal at all, it must 

have been found there. It told of the inward 

thoughts, desires, motives, and affections, of 

the blessed Lord Jesus. It is in these that 

our imperfection is most surely and easily 

discovered. Outwardly we may be right, but, 

oh, when we test our motives, when we test 
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our desires, what corruption, what loathsome

ness is revealed! And it is when put into trial, 

when tested in the fining pot of affliction, that 

all this is exposed, so that we abhor ourselves. 

But just where our corruption is most surely 

found, there was the perfection of the Lamb of 

God most sweetly revealed. It was in the 

secret of His soul, in the midnight breathings 

of His heart, that the fragrance of His merits 

abounded. It was in those affections and 

motives, all unknown to man, known only to 

God, that the Father found His chief delight; 

it was " because He hath set His heart upon 

Me." It was in the testing of the fiery ordeal 

of Calvary that the sweet savour ascended with 

infinite acceptance to God. 

It was a humbling transaction for the priest. 

There was a man who had walked before the 

people, in the dignity of his office, and perhaps 

in the pride of his heart. But it has come to 

his knowledge that he had been disobeying the 

command of the Lord. He must therefore 

come with his bullock before the Lord. God 

must be satisfied. He is the first, whose claim 

must be owned and met, and in such a case as 
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this, which involved no direct wrong to a 

neighbour—the only One. 

The next appointment is " H e shall lay (or 

lean) his hand upon the bullock's head." If 

you read down these chapters and mark each 

place which mentions "laying on of hands," 

you will see that it is almost the key-note of 

the chapter, a most important and deeply 

significant act. What does it mean? 

I believe it means identification. It means 

that by that action the animal becomes identified 

with the person whose hand is laid upon it. It 

is identified with him and he with it. 

Comparing Leviticus v. 5—"He shall confess 

that hb hath sinned in that thing"—with 

Leviticus xvi. 21, we may gather that the act 

of identification, the laying of the hand upon 

the head of the offering was accompanied by 

the confession of the wrong done. It is as 

much as to say, "The sin that I committed 

is put upon its head; it stands there for me, 

my substitute, taking my place; it is there to 

die for my sin—to die the death I deserved 

to die, and to be consumed in the fire of 

judgment that I deserved to have suffered." 
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And what have you and I done with the 

heavy burden of our sins, as our conscience, 

charged with guilt, cried out against us? We 

simply cast ourselves upon Christ. Faith, so 

to speak, lays its hand upon that blessed head. 

It is faith that identifies us with the One that 

died. Not, as in the type, with the One that 

was about to die, but with the One that died. 

Long ago, God knew my sins. He knew the 

first and He knew the last, and He laid them 

all upon Jesus, and called for the sword of 

Justice to awake against Him: and thus, when 

He died, He died as the sin offering for 'me, 

and for all who thus, by faith, accept Him 

and rest upon Him as their Substitute. -Faith 

thus takes in God's blessed revelation of what 

Jesus accomplished for us by His death. 

" H e loved us and washed us from our sins in 

His own blood." 

The next step was, " H e shall kill the 

bullock before the Lord." Death is an ugly 

thing. It is kept out of sight here. It is done 

in the slaughter-house—we never see it. We 

feed upon the beast that was slain, and never 

think about whence it came or what it suffered. 
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Ah, my friends, it might be good for us to go 
and see the sheep killed for once before we 
enjoy it at the dinner table. It might teach us, 
as we never thought before, how costly our 
meanest blessings are. But the sinning one 
of old dare not kill it by proxy, he must kill 
the offering himself. Whether it be the priest 
who brings the bullock for his sin, or the 
common Israelite who brings the kid, each 
must kill it for himself. 

Could any method of teaching have brought 
home to the heart and conscience more 
forcibly what sin is, or what man's responsi
bility to God is, or how terrible the judgment 
of God against sin is, than the taking of the 
knife into one's own hand and plunging it into 
the throat of the animal, and seeing the life's 
blood gush out? He looks at its sufferings, 
he hears its dying groan, and he says, "This is 
all for me," 

Let me ask, have you gone thus to Calvary? 
Is it an habitual thing with you thus to repair 
to Calvary's cross—in memory; to go back to 
that hour when Jesus suffered there for sin 
what no animal under the law ever did or 
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could suffer? But remember, that the suffering 
inflicted by the knife ended with the death of 
the offering, though afterwards consumed in 
fire, outside the camp. This was but the 
picture—the shadow of the suffering actually 
endured by the Lamb of God, when he bore 
the wrath, the curse for us. That which Jesus 
suffered at the hands of cruel, guilty man, the 
thorns, the stripes, the nails, can never be 
compared with that which was mingled in the 
cup which the Father gave Him to drink. 

God would teach us by this figure—each 
one to look upon the death of Christ as 
caused by our own individual sin, as though 
He had suffered at our own hand, slain by 
ourselves. 

I think this is a solemn aspect of what we 
are taught to call "the Lord's supper." As we 
gather together around the table, the Lord has. 
set before us the symbol bread and wine. As 
handed round, each one breaks that bread for 
himself and eats it. It is not broken for us 
and handed round to us by a priest. This is 
a gross perversion of the divine order; it is a 
"doctrine of demons." a satanic device de-

c 
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veloped in and derived from Romanism, in 

order to deprive the ordinance of its proper 
character and significance. It is "the bread 

which we break." Each one with his own 
hand breaks it, as each one individually and 

for himself alone partakes of it. 

If five Israelites happened to come at the 

same time to the door of the Tabernacle with 

their sin offerings, each one would have his 

own offering; each one would confess his own 

sin; and each one must needs kill the kid that 

was for himself. This and nothing less is, I 

believe, the thought in "the breaking of 

bread." It is each one realising in his own 

soul the part he had in the breaking of that 

body and the shedding of that blood. 

May God deliver us from all flippancy, and 

give us solemn and searching thoughts as we 

surround the table of the Lord. It is a simple 

ordinance, observed in a simple manner, and 

by a simple people. But never let its charac-j 

teristic simplicity detract from the depth of its' 

solemnity. 

Then at verse 5 (chapter iv.), we read— 

"And the priest that is anointed shall take of 
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the bullock's blood and bring it to the Taber

nacle of the congregation, and the priest shall 

dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle of the 

blood seven times before the Lord, before the 

vail of the sanctuary." We see from this that 

God is the One who is to be propitiated. It 

is the righteousness of God that must be 

satisfied, the claims of God that must first be 

met. Man's conscience is the second claim— 

God's righteousness is the first And is it not 

a blessed thought that that which satisfies the 

claim of God's infinite holiness, is the very 

same that satisfies the claim of my conscience; 

nothing more and nothing less than "the 

precious blood of Christ." 

"And the priest shall put some of the blood 

upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense 

before the Lord." We cannot go into all the 

details, although they are full of instruction; 

but it is noticeable that these appointments 

are for the sin of a priest and a priest only. 

The sin of one of the common people did not, 

as it were, penetrate into the holy place, and 

therefore did not necessitate the blood being 

put upon the horns of the golden altar. The 
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higher the privilege and responsibility of the 
one that sins, the more far-reaching are the 
consequences of his sin. Such is the thought 
in that word, "Be not many masters (or 
teachers) knowing that we (the teachers) shall 
receive the greater condemnation." 

Let us now turn and look a little at what is 
said about the sin of "one of the common 
people." Let us suppose a case. An Israelite 
has committed some breach of a divine 
command. He brings his kid to the door of 
the Tabernacle. He kills it; the priest takes 
of the blood and puts it on the horns of the 
altar, under the eye of God, and then pours all 
the rest of the blood at the bottom of the 
altar. All is done as God commanded, and 
the word of the Lord is, "It shall be forgiven 
him." The question is, How was the man to 
know whether he was forgiven or not? 

You meet him returning from the Taber
nacle, having done all according to the re
quirements of the Levitical law. He is coming 
back to his tent with head hanging down, and 
evidently a heavy heart. You ask him what is 
wrong, and he answers that he committed a 
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trespass against the Lord, and it lies heavy on 
his heart. "But," you ask, "did you not take 
God's way to get it forgiven? Did you not go 
to the priest with a kid of the goats and confess 
your siri, and put your hand on its head and 
kill it, and did the priest not do with it as 
commanded?" "Oh yes, it was all done 
according to the word of the Lord." "Then 
where is your sin; is it not forgiven?" He 
answers, "Well, I don't feel that it is put 
away—I am not happy—I have no peace 
about it." 

Now, tell me, how would you seek to 
comfort such an one? What means would 
you adopt to set him right? Would you 
tell him to look inward for some experience; 
or to wait for some feeling of relief; or 
to pray for peace to be given him. Or, 
would you simply tell him to believe what 
God has said? God has said, " I T SHALL 
BE FORGIVEN HIM." Then all his doubt, and 
fear, and darkness, and lack of peace was 
nothing more nor less than UNBELIEF. Faith, 
simple faith, unqestioning belief in what God 
had said, would have taken him back to his 
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tent rejoicing in the perfect assurance that his sin 
was forgiven. Unbelief carries the burden still. 

In the New Testament, it is written: "If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father . . . if we confess our sins, He is 

faithfuland just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Now, if 
any of you have a sin upon your conscience, 
do not go on in the hope that it will wear off 
through time. That is a hardening process. 
That is not God's way—it is Satan's suggestion. 
Take God's way at once. Go and make a full 
and definite confession; put your hand on the 
head of the Offering; let your soul rest in faith 
on Christ and His finished work. Tell God 
that Jesus died for this very sin, that it was 
laid on Him when He hung on the cross. 
And, having confessed your sin, believe with 
child-like simplicity, that as God is true— 
"faithful" to the Word He has spoken, and 
"just" on the ground of the blood that was 
shed—so surely is that sin forgiven. It is not 
only the mercy of God that assures me of 
forgiveness, but the very "faithfulness and 
justice" of God. 
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Dear friends, keep short accounts with God. 
Do not delay. You need not wait seven days 
for cleansing, or even till the morning, or till 
the evening—there is no such appointment 
now. At once, without delay, go with your 
burden—your sin, your defiled conscience, or 
whatever it be—and tell it all into the ear of 
God, and know anew, by faith, the cleansing 
power of the "precious blood." 

Another point in connection with the 
sin-offering to which I would direct your 
attention you will find in Lev. v. 5. "And it 
shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these 
things, that he shall confess that he hath sinned 
in that thing," also end of verse 3, "When he 
knoweth of it then he shall be guilty.n 

From this it follows that increased light from 
God necessarily demands confession of past 
sin. If God shews us by His Spirit in the 
Word wherein we have been wrong, wherein 
we have been ignorantly sinning against Him, 
then no other place becomes us but that of 
confession. 

I am persuaded that herein is one of our 
deepest errors, perhaps lying at the root of far 
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more than we are aware of, viz.: that we have 
received increased light from God without 
corresponding humiliation and confession of 
the ignorance and the sin of ignorance that we 
had been guilty of before. 

What is the consequence? That the increased 
light becomes the means of puffing us up to the 
despising of others, instead of the means of 
putting us down in the dust 

Let us each ask ourselves, as God has given 
us light upon the evil, the confusion, the sins 
that are around us and in which we have had 
our part in times past,—as step by step we 
have been led out to where we are, have we 
acknowledged our guilt before God in having 
remained so long in culpable ignorance of His 
will? Have we been led out to the position 
we occupy with broken hearts? Or have we 
come as those who have more light than our 
neighbours, rather conceited and puffed up 
about it, disposed to judge or to despise those 
who are just where we were not so very long 
ago? In the spirit in which fresh light is 
received there lies all the difference between 
a testimony that shall be to the glory of 
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God, and one that shall bring dishonour on 

His Name. 

Whilst it becomes us unfeignedly to rejoice 

in getting fresh light from God upon our path, 

and whilst to follow the light as we receive it is 

the only way of safety, ever let us see to it that 

fresh light puts us in the dust before God, on 

account of our past ignorance. 

Ignorance is no excuse for sin when that 

ignorance itself is the result of unwillingness to 

come to the light, or of negligence in searching 

for it. Who is there that will not acknowledge 

that^ he might and oughtjto have known..jjie. 

will of God in many things far sooner and 

better than he did? Hindered by prejudice, 

by fear of consequences, by many subtle causes, 

his ignorance itself has been guilt. 

The next point I wish you to notice is this— 

the definiteness of confession. You know it is 

very common to ask forgiveness in a general 

sort of way. "Forgive us our sins for Christ's 

sake: Amen." Such is the winding up of many 

a prayer. But is it not the case that this may 

be said a thousand times, and said perhaps 

with a measure of sincerity, and yet involve no 
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self-judgment, no real dealing with God about 
things of which we have been verily guilty? 

How different is the Word here! "He shall 
confess that he hath sinned in that thing" You 
cannot come before God in this way—with a 
definite confession of a specific sin without 
feeling it 

And this brings me to the next point I wish 
to urge, viz: that the definite confession of sin, 
whether it be sin of thought or of act, whether 
an angry or envious feeling, or a positive wrong 
done, must be accompanied with self-abasement. 
It is a humiliating thing to make definite con-

• fession of sin. The deepest rooted weed that 
grows in the soil of our deceitful hearts is pride. 
All God's appointments are directed toward 
the withering up of that bitter root. Therefore 
it is that God lays upon us the responsibility, 
as we receive increased light from Him, of 
making confession of our past sin and ignorance. 

Let us take an example. Suppose that God 
gives us light upon the subject of believers* 
baptism. We see, after years it may be, that 
infant sprinkling is not of God's appointment, 
but of man's devising. Seeing His Word 
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concerning the ordinance, we resolve to take 
the step which God commands. But how 
often has this been done without a shadow of 
self-judgment or humiliation over the years we 
remained in ignorance of the will of the Lord, 
or even contended against it? Obedience has 
been rendered, but, alas! with flippant unbroken 
spirit and in pride of heart without self-abase
ment, without shame, or confession of past sin. 

And, remember that general confessions 
in meetings do not answer the purpose 
of definite confession in the secret of the 
presence of God. It is there that the light 
shines brightest which shows up the blackness 
of our sins, and it is there alone, in dealing 
with God about sin, that real blessing is obtained. 
I repeat these three points. First, that increased 
light demands confession of past sin. Secondly, 
that confession, according to God, must be 
definite. Thirdly, that confession of sin is a 
shameful thing, and therefore must be accom
panied with self-abasement. 

Now, I would put before you a fourth point, 
viz.: that a genuine confession of sin will never 
be accompanied with an excuse. 
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Adam's was not a full and frank confession, 
for he said, "The woman whom Thou gavest 
me • . she gave me of the tree." Aaron's 
was not a full confession when he said, "Thou 
knowest the people that they are set on 
mischief," and, "I cast the gold into the fire 
and there came out this calf." Saul's was not 
a full confession when he said, " I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord," 
and, "the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen." 

These are not full confessions. They are 
not the sort of confession that is acceptable 
with God, and not only so; they are not such 
as bring a full blessing to the soul that confesses. 

How often we hear of one saying, "I will 
confess that I did wrong, if he will confess that 
he did wrong." Not a spark of humiliation 
before God there. How different when David 
was charged with his sin. He only answers, 
"I have sinned against the Lord." Not another 
word, no framing of an excuse. Again he says, 
and God records it for our instruction, "Against 
Thee; Thee only have I sinned." 

Does that mean that he did not sin against 
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Uriah, or that he did not sin against Bathsheba? 
No, surely not, but it means that, great as was 
his sin against his neighbour, it was scarcely 
to be mentioned in comparison with the 
enormity of his sin against God. He sees it 
in the light of God's presence, and there are no 
excuses there! 

The element of self excuse and blaming 
others will never enter into a confession that is 
produced under the conviction of the Spirit of 
God. Leave every other consideration out of 
the question, see your own responsibility, your 
own guilt before God, and own it out to Him, 
and you shall surely find mercy. 

But this mercy is on the ground of the blood. 
God could never have forgiven an Israelite who 
came confessing that he had sinned, however 
definite, however ashamed, however self-judged, 
unless upon the ground of the shed blood of 
the sin offering upon which he had laid his 
hand. 

Another important point in connection with 
confession, to which I would draw your attention, 
will be found in Pro v. xxviii. 13. "He that 
covereth his sin shall not prosper, but whoso 
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confesseth and forsaketh it shall have mercy." 

Genuine confession will always be followed 

by the forsaking of the sin confessed. 

If there be true definite confession with self-

abasement before God, and a realizing, by faith, 

of the infinite preciousness of the blood of 

Christ, the great Sin Offering which cleanses 

from all sin, then the way is opened for the 

inflow of that mighty grace that will enable us 

to forsake the sin to which we may have been 

bound hand and foot before. There is no sin 

which the blood of Christ can cleanse from 

that the power of the Holy Spirit cannot 

deliver from. ^\nd it is our privilege to claim 

fEat deliverance. 

To claim by faith from God the power of 

His grace to keep us free from sin in its 

practical dominion is only to claim the 

counterpart of the grace that forgives. 

Thus increased light becomes the occasion 

of bringing us into a deeper knowledge of God 

and of ourselves: the very sins we are humbled 

about are made occasion of blessing, and we 

are "more than conquerors." Oh, how mar

vellous that God should turn our very sins into 
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blessings. Peter learned through his denial of 
his Lord the weakness of his own resolutions, 
and that his only safety lay in dependence on 
the keeping power of the living God. He 
learned to have compassion for other failing 
ones and so was fitted to feed the lambs and 
sheep of the flock of Christ. 

In conclusion, I would remark that in the 
trespass offering, which took cognizance of sins 
committed against a neighbour, confession to 
God was not the only thing that was necessary. 
In order to forgiveness, reparation must be 
made for the wrong done. And not only so; 
it must be more than bare reparation. In the 
day of his trespass offering, the Israelite was to 
restore the principal and to add a fifth part to it. 

There is a most important principle here. 
In every confession of wrong committed be-y 
tween man and man, there must not only be 
the resolve not to repeat the wrong, but also 
deliberate effort to make amends, and more 
than make amends, for the wrong done. 
Nothing less will evidence the reality of the 
confession. 

You remember how, in the joy of new found 
salvation, Zaccheus said, among other things, 
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"If I have taken anything from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him fourfold." Not 
as underthelaw, "If I have taken twenty shillings, 
I will return him twenty-four shillings;" but "If I 
have taken a pound, I restore four pounds." 
This shows somewhat of a true apprehension 
of what grace had done for him. 

Thus the one who was trespassed against 
became better off than if the trespass had 
never been committed. But in this there is a 
marvellous truth. The blessed Lord Jesus is 
not only the sin offering, but the trespass 
offering also. To this is the reference in Ps. 
lxix. 4—"Then I restored that which I took 
not away." The wrongs that have been done 
by man to man are all put right and more than 
recompensed in the riches of His grace. You 
and I, through His work as the trespass 
offering, receive more blessing and enjoy a 
richer portion than if we had never sinned or 
been sinned against. We are brought nearer 
to God; we are put in possession of riches 
beyond angels that never fell; we are brought 
into partnership in the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; we are members of His body, indwelt 
by His Spirit—joint-heirs with the Son of God. 



CHRIST 

THE BURNT OFFERING. 

LEVITICUS, CHAPTER I. 

T EVITICUS opens with the Lord speaking 

to Moses "out of the Tabernacle of the 

Congregation." This was the place appointed 

by Jehovah for the communications of His 

will concerning His people in their approach 

to Him as worshippers, their service, and their 

dwelling as a sanctified people encamped 

around Himself. 

In Exodus xxv. 22, we read, "There I will 

meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 

from above the mercy-seat from between the 

two cherubim;" and in Numbers vii. 89— 

"When Moses was gone into the Tabernacle 

of the Congregation to speak with Him, then 

he heard the voice of One speaking unto him 

from off the mercy-seat that was upon the ark 

D 
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of testimony from between the two cherubim." 

How different this from the giving of the 

law, with its voices and thundering and earth

quake, out from the thick darkness of Sinai! 

At the Tabernacle there was the altar and 

the offering and the blood-sprinkled mercy-

seat, all telling of the Christ and His atoning 

work. There God could hold communications 

through the Mediator, in accents of grace, 

touching the means whereby His people could 

draw near to Him. 

We have already noticed, in connection 

with the sin offering, that whatever was pre

sented to the Lord must be perfect to be 

accepted, otherwise it could by no means be 

recognised by God as pointing forward to, and 

foreshadowing the holy, spotless Lamb of God. 

We have also seen the significance of the laying 

of the hand upon its head. Next we have— 

as in the sin offering, so here also—the offerer 

killing it with his own hand. 

Thus we are instructed that as forgiveness 

of sins could be obtained on no other ground 

than the shedding of blood, so it is on the 

same ground—that of the atoning death of the 
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Son of God—that we are brought into favour 

with God, and "accepted in the Beloved." 

The precious blood that has secured us from 

the judgment-fire of hell has brought us into 

that very place of nearness and favour in which 

Christ Himself has entered as the Beloved of 

of the Father. 

When the Lord Jesus came to John to be 

baptized of him in Jordan, the heavens were 

opened and a voice came from the Father— 

"This is My beloved Son in whom I am well 

pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). .This was at the 

beginning of His public ministry, but again, 

nearer to its close, came the same voice on the 

Mount of Transfiguration—"This is my be

loved Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear 

ye Him" (Matt. xvii. 5). Oh, the delight of 

God in His own dear Son; the acceptance in 

which He ever stood in the presence of God! 

No cloud or shadow ever came between His 

soul and His Father. He lived in the 

perpetual sunshine of His Father's face, up 

till that hour when made sin for us He was 

forsaken of God. 

What could mean that lying on the ground 
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in agony in Gethsemane; His sweat like unto 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground; His cry, "If it be possible let this cup 
pass from Me" ? Men have walked up to the 
cannon's mouth without quivering; martyrs 
have sung as they were led to the stake, and 
shouted Hallelujahs in the flames. What 
then was the meaning of this amazement of 
the Son of God? Was it mere human frailty, 
the weakness of nature asserting itself? Verily, 
no; for then had He been weaker than and 
inferior to many a saint who had suffered unto 
death with triumphant joy. There is no ex
planation of it but upon the one ground, that He 
was, on the cross, as the Sin-bearer, about to be 
forsaken of God, because "made a curse for us." 

Let no arguments or theories of man ever 
relax your grasp upon that precious foundation 
truth, that Christ suffered for sins, "the Just for 
the unjust"; that He endured the righteous 
judgment of God in order that He might bring 
us into pardon and peace and liberty. 

But that is only one aspect of the truth. 
That is the aspect represented by the sin 
offering. There is quite another aspect of the 
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same truth of atonement represented by the 

burnt offering. Here we see Him as the One 

who gave Himself up a willing Offering wholly 

unto God, the "whole Burnt Offering." "Lo! 

I come to do Thy will, O God; Thy law is 

within My heart." His first thought and His 

last was the accomplishing of His Father's will. 

Self never entered into His consideration. 

Self is a continual hinderance to us. It was 

not so to Him. He was the "whole Burnt 

Offering," even throughout His whole life, 

suffering in obedience to the will of God; the 

perfect One, " obedient unto death." 

The words you find in verse 3, " H e shall 

offer it of His own voluntary will," would be 

more literally rendered, " H e shall offer it for 

his acceptance." I think that is a point in 

which all Hebrew scholars are agreed. This 

rendering also gives force to the word in verse 

4, "He shall put his hand upon the head of 

the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for 

him to make atonement for him." The 

words, "to make atonement for him," mean 

literally, " to place a covering over him," that 

is, to place something over him in which God 
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can look upon him with complacency, with 

delight. That is the thought in atonement. 

It is the blood that places a covering over the 

soul, just as it was the blood on the door post 

and lintel, on the night of the Passover, that 

covered the first-born from the judgment stroke. 

It is an interesting point, that in connection 

with the covering of the ark built by Noah, 

when it is said he shall "pitch it within and 

without with pitch": the word here rendered 

"pi tch" is the very same as "atonement." It 

was a covering and a protection. Atonement 

is that covering in which we who are not 

perfect; we who are blemished; we who have 

no soundness in us, can nevertheless stand 

accepted in the presence of a holy God. Now, 

what is that covering? It is nothing more nor 

less than Christ in all the efficacy of His 

finished atoning work. He is the great Burnt 

Offering accepted for us, and in whom we are 

accepted. It is He who is "made of God unto 

us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption," so that, while we have 

nothing to glory of in ourselves, we can glory 

and make our boast in the Lord. We have 
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the most perfect assurance that God has found 

His entire satisfaction in the covering that He 

Himself has provided for us. 

Then notice that, as in the case of the sin 

offering, the offerer was himself to kill the 

bullock before the Lord. He was to put His 

hand upon its head: that meant identification. 

He was to kill it; and then verse 6—"He 

shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into 

pieces." 

We have already looked at the significance 

of the one who had sinned having to kill his 

own sin offering, but here we are brought again 

to the same point. It is not here one who has 

any special definite sin to confess, but it is one 

who is deeply conscious that he is not a whole 

burnt offering, that he is not perfect, and 

yet he wants to know acceptance with Jehovah. 

He wants not merely to be justified, but to 

enjoy the place of one who has been brought 

near, and brought into favour, and brought to 

be a delight to the very God, of whose glory 

he has come short. That is the thought here. 

But in doing this he must kill the offering. 

Just as the one who had sinned could not 
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enjoy thejbrgiyeness of Jehovah until he had 

killed his sin offering, so the one who desires 

to rejoice in acceptance in Jehovah's presence 

cannot enjoy that acceptance without seeing 

that he himself is the one who has been the 

cause of the death of that burnt offering; that 

the Lord Jesus, in order to bring us into the 

favour that we are in with God, suffered for us. 

He not only suffered that we might be justified, 

but suffered that we might be accepted. 

It is in the Epistle to the Romans that we 

get the great foundation truth of justification 

fully unfolded; but in the Epistle to the 

Ephesians, we rather get the other aspect of the 

same truth, namely, that of acceptance. Not 

that the Epistle to the Ephesians ignores our 

condition as lost ones; that is fully shown in 

the second chapter. 

In Ephesians, v. 2, we read, "Christ also loved 

us and hath given Himself for us an offering and 

a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour." 

This is not the judgment of God poured out 

upon Him as the accursed One; it is not His 

being " made sin for us," but it is His offering 

up of Himself as the whole Burnt Offering. 
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And as we have already noticed, the very word 

used for "burn t " is not the same as that 

used concerning the sin offering. It was burnt 

in "judgment fire," but the burnt offering 

ascended unto God in "incense fire." The 

term, "sweet savour," was not applicable to 

the sin offering as burnt without the camp, but 

it is perfectly applicable to the burnt offering 

as wholly consumed upon the altar. 

In harmony with this passage in the fifth 

chapter of Ephesians, we read, in the first 

chapter, not only that the believer is justified 

and forgiven, but that he is "accepted in the 

Beloved," and put in the place of a child's 

acceptance in the affections of a father. In 

fact, Christ is the measure of the believer's 

acceptance. The blessing that God has 

bestowed upon Christ is the measure of the 

blessing that He has bestowed upon us. All 

is included in the gift of His Son. He has 

put all honour, all blessing, all glory upon Him, 

and He has blessed us with all in Him. It is 

because of our being in Christ that He is all 
things to us. 

In connection with the subject of accep-
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tance, let us glance at Exodus xxviii. 36-38. 

"Holiness to the Lord" was engraved upon 

the forehead of the High Priest. This inscrip

tion was on the golden plate which was bound 

by a lace or riband of blue to the mitre; and 

looking from the mercy seat, Jehovah's eye 

would first rest upon it. He thus appeared on 

behalf of Israel, "that they might be accepted 

before the Lord.'' Not "that they might be 

justified," but that as a justified people, 

approaching the Lord with hallowed gifts, they 

might be "accepted? 

Most solemn and searching is the expression: 

"The iniquity of the holy things." In all our 

approaches to God, are we not conscious that 

there mingles with our service, our praise, our 

prayer, our worship, enough to bar its accep

tance by a holy God? How comforting then 

to know that we have not only the great 

"ascending Offering" who gave Himself to 

God for our acceptance, but also in all the 

efficacy of that offering, there stands before 

God for us the Great High Priest, "holy, 

harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," 

"set on the right hand of the throne of the 
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Majesty in the heavens, a minister of the 

sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the 

Lord pitched, and not man." 

That brow that once was crowned with 

thorns, now wears the mitre. Holiness to the 

Lord is, and ever has been, stamped upon that 

blessed forehead in characters deeper than the 

engraving on the golden plate. On Him is 

set the love of God, in Him the heart of God 

has found "a savour of rest." It is in Him that 

we are accepted; His acceptance is the 

measure of ours; the Father's love to Him is 

the measure of His love to us (John xvii. 23). 

It is on His breast and shoulder that our 

names are borne before God. Man never 

conceived such thoughts as these. They are 

the revealings of the heart of God, communi

cated to us by the Spirit of God in the Word. 

Let us glance now at Leviticus i. 8, 9. The 

parts here enumerated are: "the head," "the 

fat," "the inwards," and "the legs." 

According to Hebrew idiom, "the fat" 

signifies the best Compare Numbers xviii. 
29t 3°> 32> where the word "best" is the same 

in the original, as indicated in the marginal 
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reading. In Psalms lxxxi. 16, "the finest of 
the wheat" is literally, as in the margin, "the 
fat of the wheat." The fat that was laid upon 
the altar was the internal fat, probably what we 
call the suet; not the particles of fat that 
permeate the flesh. It could only be reached 
through death. This, together with the head, 
was laid upon the altar. The head is the seat 
of the understanding, and is that by which the 
whole being is controlled. 

Then come the inwards and the legs—to be 
first washed with water and then laid on the 
altar. All this is significant and tells of the 

•perfectness of the One in whom we are 
accepted. 

The leprous head was utterly unclean (Lev. 
xiii. 44). Pride, high-mindedness, exalting 
itself against God was the sin that dethroned 
Satan, and with which Satan has poisoned the 
very nature of man, and which will be fully 
developed in the Antichrist, who shall "exalt 
himself" and do according to his own will. 
The Son of God was the opposite of all this. 
His was the lowly mind—His understanding 
ever in perfect subjection to the mind and 
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word of God. Never was there a thought in 

His mind, or a motive hidden in His heart 

that was not perfectly in accord with the 

thoughts of God. 

God claimed the fat of all the offerings. 

The best and the first are His by right, but 

who ever owned this claim as did the 

Holy One of God? Whatever affections and 

energies were bestowed upon man — and 

marvellous indeed were these—yet in all God 

had the first and best. Often, with us, service 

with its claims upon time and energy and 

resources, tends to shut out God. It is easy 

for an active mind to put service in the first 

place and give God the last, but it never was 

thus with the Lord. 

The inwards, already remarked upon in 

connection with the Sin-offering (see page 28), 

were washed with water. Water is the well-

known type of the Word of God. Living (or 

running) water, the Word in the living power 

of the Spirit. The legs, also, representing the 

outward activities of the animal, were washed 

with water. 

Sometimes we may have the Word of God 
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within us, but not in such power as to regulate 

our outward walk and ways. At other times 

we may be outwardly correct, our outward 

walk strictly conformed to the Word, but all 

the while little of it known or enjoyed in our 

inward experience. 

But here the water is applied to both. It is 

the Word of God applied in living power 

of the Spirit to both inward motives and affec

tions and to outward walk and conversation. 

So was it ever with our blessed Lord. He 

could say, "Thy law is within my heart." 

God desires "truth in the inward parts." If a 

man says he has no sin, "he deceives himself, 

and the truth is not in him" That is, it has not 
penetrated into his inner being, else he would 

have discovered how far short he came of the 

perfect standard. But with the Lord Jesus, 

inward and outward life were alike moulded 

and regulated by the Word of God. It was 

by every word that proceeded out of the mouth 

of God that He lived. Every inward thought 

and every outward step passed under the 

power of the Word of God. And it is only as 

we meditate upon the Word, feed on it, and 
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live by it, that it can produce in us a walk and 

ways that shall be pleasing to God, and like 

Christ. And all this divine perfectness was 

included in the sweet savour of the whole 

ascending Offering presented to God on 

Calvary. 

When looking at the sin offering, we saw 

that, in order, it took precedence of the burnt 

offering. Though this is so, notice that the 

burnt offerings outnumbered the sin offerings 

by tenfold (see Num. vii. 15, 16; Lev. xxiii. 18, 

19; 2 Chron. xxix. 21-32). 

It is as much as to say, that whilst that 

aspect of the work of Christ represented by 

the sin offering, viz., "His being made sin for 

us," is fundamental and of first importance, yet 

God would dwell upon it only as there is 

necessity for it. Whereas, that aspect of the 

work typified by the burnt offering, viz., His 

obedience unto death, His delight in doing 

His Father's will, His unreserved yielding of 

Himself in love, in faith, in obedience, to 

God; it is ever the delight of the Father to 

contemplate. 

It was a burnt offering that ascended morning 
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and evening, without intermission, upon the 

altar on behalf of Israel, not a sin offering. 

And even on that day in the year when, above 

all others, the putting away of sin was the 

prominent thing—when the blood of the sin 

offering was put upon the mercy seat—it was 

only ONE DROP as it fell from the finger of the 

High Priest that was put on the mercy seat, 

beneath the eye of God. That one drop told 

out all the anguish of Calvary. 

Thus, that awful transaction, the groundwork 

of all the fabric of divine grace and new-

creation glory, the imputation of sin to the 

holy One, the calling for the sword of justice 

to awake against the beloved One, the smiting 

of the Shepherd, is only brought to remem

brance as necessity demands. 

But of His obedience in life and death, of 

His devotednes to His Father, every thought, 

affection, desire, motive, yielded unto God, and 

that in a world where all was in revolt, and 

where God had been blasphemed. On this, 

the whole burnt offering and its savour of rest, 

it is ever God's delight to dwell. In keeping 

with this we find in the chapter referred to 
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(2 Chron. xxix.), no song accompanies the 
offering up of the sin offering, but whenever 
the burnt offering began, "the song of the 
Lord began." 

Blessed as it is to see the putting away of 
sin, yet it is a blessedness that yields tears 
rather than song. But when we see not only 
sin put away, but the very people who had 
sinned brought nigh to God, brought into His 
favour, set down before the throne as sons 
"accepted in the Beloved," oh, it is this that 
causes the heart to sing for joy; and the joy of 
the Lord is our strength. 

Show me a joyless Christian and I will show 
you a powerless Christian. But one who 
knows and enjoys his acceptance in the Beloved, 
one who knows something of what Christ is to 
God, and knows that even such is he to 
God, such an one has the secret of a peace, a 
gladness, a power that can sustain amid tempta
tion and sorrow, and give victory over death 
and the tomb. 

K 



CHRIST 

THE PEACE OFFERING. 

T N Leviticus iii., we read, "If his oblation be 
a sacrifice of peace-offering." This word, 

*loblation" is the same elsewhere rendered 
"offering," and means literally "approach-
offering," or that whereby he approaches 
Jehovah. It is common to all the offerings. 

Notice here, also, the word, "sacrifice." It ** 
is the first time it occurs in this book, and 
wherever it occurs, it is almost invariably 
connected specially with the peace offering, v 
In Hebrews x. 8, we have a divine classification 
of the offerings: "sacrifice" referring to the 
peace offering; "offering" referring to the 
meat offering; "burnt offering" defining itself; 
and "offering for sin" comprising the sin and 
trespass offerings, both of which are of the 
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same character. It is important, and sheds 
light on many passages, to see the special 
connection of the word, "sacrifice," with the 
peace offering. 

The same order is here as with the burnt 
offering or sin offering. The offerer must 
bring it to the door of the tabernacle, lay his 
hand on its head, and his own hand must kill 
i t In every aspect of our approach to God, 
we must be reminded that such access is 
granted only upon the one ground, the death 
of the Substitute, whether it be as with the sin 
offering, under a sense of guilt, and with a 
burdened conscience; or as with the burnt 
offering, in the conscious joy of our acceptance 
in the Beloved; or as with the peace offering, 
in the enjoyment of fellowship with the Father 
and the Son in the exceeding great and precious 
thoughts and counsels of the heart of God. 

You see how very important this truth is in 
God's estimate by the prominence He gives to 
it; and because of this, and of its importance 
to us also, therefore does Satan make war with 
it, and, by erroneous teaching, endeavours to 
undermine it and wrest it from us. 
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The laying of the hand on the head of the 
sacrifice, and the killing of it, express the faith 
that identifies the offerer with the offering, and 
which can say— 

" For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died— • 
And I have died in Thee." 

"The priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle (or 
scatter) the blood upon the altar round about." 
It was not merely sprinkled with the finger as 
when put upon the mercy-seat, but so scattered 
that the whole altar was covered with blood— 
leaving it as a standing witness to the fact of 
death having taken place. 

"itj&jthg, ipod of the offering made by fire 
for a sweet savour" (verse 16). This expression, 
"swee£.favour," is literally "a savour of rest." 
We first find it in Scripture after Noah came 
out of the ark and had offered a burnt offering 
to Jehovah—it is written, "Jehovah smelled a 
savour of rest." But that "savour of rest"* 
came not from the blood of Noah's offerings, 
but from the Offering on Calvary's cross, of 
which they were a shadow and prefiguring. 
It is there that the heart of God has found its 
rest and satisfaction. These offerings only had 
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value as they brought before God in anticipation 
the death of His own beloved Son. 

Now, notice particularly the parts that are 
here laid upon the altar. They diifer from the 
burnt offering: there we have the head and 
the legs, but here it is all inward. And bear 
in mind that, as we shall see, the leading 
thought in the peace offering is "fellowship." 
Fellowship signifies joint participation, and it 
is signified by part of the offering being laid 
upon the altar for Jehovah; part being given 
to the priest to feed upon, and the remainder 
being for the table at which the offerer and others 
could feast. Thus we see that this offering 
expresses the great scriptural truth of fellowship. 

That which was put upon the altar was 
called "the food of the offering made by fire." 
In Lev. xxi. 17, it is called "the^brsad (or 
margin, the food) of his God." The altar was 
the place where the food of Jehovah was put 
before him; where God, so to speak, was 
satisfied, as by anticipation He feasted upon 
the person and work of His beloved Son. 

The significance of the "inward parts" being 
laid upon the altar was remarked upon in 
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connection with the burnt offering and the 
sin offering; also the fat as representing the 
the best of all. God claims the best. Christ 
yielded to Him the best, and we are responsible 
to give God the best of every redeemed power 
of our being. But how do we respond? Is it 
not the case that ofttimes we keep the best for 
ourselves and only give to God what we think 
we can spare? 

If the inward parts, the fat and the kidneys, 
were sound, then the whole animal must have 
been untainted. And all this, typifying the 
excellence of the person of the Lord Jesus, 
went up as a sweet savour to Jehovah on 
behalf of the one who presented the offering, 
laid his hand on its head and killed it. All 
these perfections of His own dear Son, God 
might have held up against us to condemn us. 
The law condemns us, truly, but how much 
deeper must be our condemnation should God 
try us by the life of His beloved Son. 

But all this perfection, instead of being 
against us to condemn, has been presented to 
God for us, poured out upon the altar, and there 
ascended to God as a savour of rest, which 
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yields to us a settled and eternal peace. "He 
is our peace . . . having made peace by 
the blood of His cross." 

When the Lord Jesus healed and blessed 
some who came to Him, His word to them 
was, "Go in peace." But this hardly gives the 
force of the original. It is not merely "go in 
peace," but "go into peace," as though He 
said, "Enter into a state or condition of peace." 
Again the Lord Jesus appeared as the great 
Peace-offering in the midst of His disciples, 
showed them His wounded hands and side, 
and said, "Peace be unto you." These wounds 
told of His death, His poured-out blood, the 
solid ground of the peace that He bequeathed 
to the.a. Our peace is the peace Christ made. 
It is the peace of God. 

Has God peace as to His own character, as 
to His own righteousness, as to the stability of 
His own throne, while He takes a rebel sinner 
up and pardons and justifies him, and calls 
him His child, and sets him down as an 
accepted worshipper before Himself? Yes, 
God has peace about it all. It is the great 
Peace-offering that has answered every claim 
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of the holiness of God. And this same peace 
is ours by faith. 

And the Lord Jesus has peace. His sufferings 
are ended; His agony and temptations and 
death are past for ever; and as He rose from 
the dead and ascended to the throne of God, 
He went there in possession of unclouded 
peace, the sunshine of eternal peace filling His 
soul. And that same peace He has given to 
us. As there is no more wrath, no more curse, 
not one stroke of judgment any more for Him, 
neither can there be for us. There, in the 
midst of the throne, is "our Peace, • . . the 
Lamb as it had been slain." 

Let the troubled, anxious soul look off from 
self to Christ and see Him there who made 
peace, and who is our Peace, even as He is 
our Life and our Hope. 

"The priest shall burn it upon the altar: 
it is the food of the offering made by fire 
unto the Lord" (Lev. iii. n). The word 
here used for "burn" is not that which 
expresses "judgment fire," but simply "causing 
to ascend," and is applicable to that the 
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fragrance of which was brought out in the 
burning, as for example, in the burning of 
incense. 

In connection with this expression, "the 
food of the offering," turn to Mai. i. 7, and 
we have not only "the food of the Lord," but 
also "the table of the Lord." The altar was 
the place of Jehovah's satisfaction, and that] 
which was laid upon it, Jehovah's "food." As 
a matter of fact, it was the fat of the peace 
sacrifice, together with that of the other 
offerings, that kept the fire continually burning 
upon the altar. We are thus taught that all 
the fragrance of the work of Christ is con
tinually before God. God never forgets i t 
We may forget it We have to be reminded of 
it, but the fire never goes out upon Jehovah's 
altar. Committed to man, the fire was 
allowed to go out—but this was contrary to 
the will of God. God never forgets the sweet 
savour of His Son's obedience unto death. 

We have already remarked on the signifi
cance of the different grades of the offerings. 
These distinctions are common to them all 

•'It shall be a perpetual statute for your 
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generations throughout all your dwellings that 
ye eat neither fat nor blood" (verse 17). Why 
did God prohibit the eating of blood? The 
reason is given in Lev̂  xvii. 11. Was it that 
God wanted to keep back from them anything 
that was good for them? Verily, no. That is 
what Satan insinuated as to the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Was it, then, 
simply an arbitrary prohibition? Certainly 
not But it is as if the Lord had said, "I have 
another purpose to put it to; a purpose more 
necessary for you than even the sustainment 
of life. I have reserved it in order that I 
might give it to you upon the altar, to make 
atonement for your souls." It was therefore 
wholly for their blessing that they were not 
allowed to eat it. The same applies to the fat. 
Was it because God grudged them "the best," 
that they were forbidden to eat it? Or was it 
simply arbitrary? Nay, that is not God's way. 
The fat, representing the best, was God's right. 
But what use does He put it to? He causes 
it to be put upon the altar, there to ascend as 
a sweet savour to Himself, and that sweet 
savour is for their acceptance. So that, as 
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with the blood, so with the fat, all is love. It 
shows God's consideration of their highest 
welfare, their best interests at every point, and 
His providing accordingly in His infinite 
wisdom and love. 

And that same God is doing the same for 
you and for me. His grace has abounded 
toward us "in all wisdom and prudence." 
Never let any prohibition or privation that 
God may see fit to impose upon us, lead us to 
question His love. The cross of Christ is the 
answer to every doubt. Whatever his dealings 
with us may be, let our hearts have perfect 
rest as to this, that infinite wisdom, love that 
spared not even His own beloved Son, and 
power that knows no limit, are ever as a three
fold cord at work for our blessing. "If God 
be for us, who can be against us?" 

Now, I want you to look with me at what is 
called the "law of the peace offering" in Lev. 
vii. 11-18. Bearing in mind the verse we read 
in Malachi i., we have here again the double/ 
thought of the altar and the table. Now I 
want you to see how vast is the distinction 
between these two words. 



76 CHRIST THE PEACE OFFERING, 

If you go into a Roman Catholic church, or 
for that part, into a high Episcopal church, 
you will find there is at one end of the building, 
within a sacred enclosure, what is called by 
some, "the communion table," but by the 
more extreme party, "the altar." The cover 
of it is called the altar-cloth; the elements 
placed upon it are, by some mysterious 
process, "transubstantiated," or "consubstan-
tiated," and become "a sacrifice"; and, 
consistently with the "altar" and the "sacrifice," 
the oniciator is "the priest" The three things 
must go together; each one necessarily implies 
the other. Thus the altar and the table are 
made to be identical. 

But this confounding of the altar with the 
table indicates a deep fundamental error, a 
satanic heresy, and this I would seek to show 
very plainly. I sought to show before, that 
whatever came upon the altar was "the food of 
God," and therefore represented Christ and 
Him alone; His person and His finished 
sacrificial work. But now we turn from the 
altar and we see the offerer bearing away 
with him certain portions of this same offering, 
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of which the inwards, fat, etc., had ascended 
as a sweet savour to Jehovah. He spreads a 
table and he sits down to the feast, he and his 
family and every clean person that he chooses 
to invite to share the fellowship of the table. 
That is a table of fellowship, a table of 
communion with Jehovah; for Jehovah had 
His appointed portion laid upon the altar; the 
priest also, as representing the Son of God, 
had his portion, and the offerer and his 
company have their part to feed upon at the 
table. The table, therefore, is not the altar, 
though intimately connected with it and 
furnished from it. The table is the place 
where Jehovah calls His redeemed to feed in 
fellowship with Himself upon that which has 
satisfied Him. The altar takes us to Calvary; 
it was the place of death for sin. The table 
may be spread anew as often as we will. 
Every time we gather together in fellowship' 
with God, and with one another to feast our 
souls upon Him who is our Peace, to delight t 
ouselves in Him, in the glory and beauty of 
His person and character, and the efficacy of 
His atoning death and prevailing intercession; 
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as we break the bread and drink the cup in 
remembrance of Him, we surround the table— 
the table of communion. 

And now let us look, in connection with 
this, at Heb. xiiL 10. "We have an altar 
whereof they have no right to eat who serve 
the tabernacle." I would impress upon you 
the importance of reading the Scriptures 
carefully and accurately. This verse has been 
used perhaps by some of us in ignorance as if 
it read, "We have an altar whereat they have 
no right to eat, etc." But notice it is 

[" whereof." The Israelites did not sit down to 
eat at the altar. There is no such idea in 
Scripture. They sat down to eat at the table 
that was furnished from the altar. They ate 
the appointed portions of the same sacrifice 
that had been slain at the altar, and of which 
the blood and the fat had been presented upon 
the altar to Jehovah. Again I say, then, the 
table is not the altar. 

"We have an altar whereof they have no 
right to eat that serve the tabernacle." Those 
that still adhered to the law, with its offerings 
that could never take away sin, its earthly 
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priesthood, its carnal ordinances, by so doing, 
rejected Christ the great Substance, before 
whom the shadows all pass away. Such have 
no right to the table of communion, to which 
faith in the blood of Christ alone can give 
title. Under "the curse" they have no claim 
to the children's place. Christ Himself is our 
Altar, and Sacrifice, and Priest. All that He 
is and all that He has are ours to feed upon at 
the table of communion. "We have an 
Altar"—not at the tabernacle door, not in the 
temple court, not in sacred precincts of man's 
appointing, but there on Calvary's hill, outside 
the city gate. There God has found the 
Savour of Rest in which is His delight, and to 
share His joy and feed upon the very "bread 
of God"—the "bread of life"—is the fellow
ship into which we are called. It is "to drink 
of the river of His pleasures," to enjoy what 
He enjoys, and to eat and be satisfied with 
that which satisfies Him. And can God do 
better for us? Verily, no. We want to know 
more of the excellencies of Christ, more of His 
wisdom, love, and power realised in our souls 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. That will 
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make better Christians of us; it will separate 
us from the world and its ways, bind us 
together in divine love and unity, and give us 
victory over sin and Satan. 

I want you now to turn with me to i Cor. 
x. 15-21. The word here rendered "devils" 
should be "demons." Idolatry is not what 
many suppose. It is not merely a block of 
wood or stone or metal; it is in one sense 
nothing more; to us it is nothing more. But 
it represents in the heathen mind some aspect 
of the character of God as He is falsely 
presented by Satan to ignorant and debased 
minds. One feature, the most common and 
prominent in idols is cruelty. That is the 
thought Satan has put into the heart of man 
concerning God, that He is cruel. He wants 
us just to think the same, that God is hard, 
that He is anything but love. 

The idols of heathendom, cruel, monstrous, 
abominable, are all embodiments of the lying 
thoughts concerning what God is, that Satan, 
by means of his demons and their teachings 
(see 1 Tim. iv. 1), has instilled into the minds 
of men. Therefore, the things offered to idols 
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are really offered to demons. They are a 
formal acknowledgement of the father of lies, 
the god of this world. Idolatry, therefore, is 
an awful outrage against God. Now what is 
the teaching here? Is it not this? "If you 
Corinthian saints take your place at the table 
with idolaters, and feast with them on a 
sacrifice that has been offered to an idol, 
though you may know that the idol is nothing 
in the world, you are a stumbling block to the 
idolater beside you; you are leading him 
astray; you are having fellowship with him at 
a table that is furnished from the altar of an 
idol, and that is practically having fellowship 
with demons." Hence the command, "Come 
out from among them and be ye separate," for 
"what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols" (2 Cor. vi). 

God would not have His children even to 
appear to have fellowship with the world in its 
ungodly evil ways. God would not have a 
saint of His to go inside the door of a place 
that is consecrated to drunkenness. The 
principle of the passage we have been looking 
at in 1 Cor. x. would separate him for ever 

F 
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from such a step. May God give us under
standing as to the nature of the separation and 
the fellowship to which we are called. The 
separation is not that of the Pharisee or the 
monk, but separation unto Himself and 
separation from all that is inconsistent with 
the fellowship of His table. God deliver us 
from the Pharisaic thought of fellowship that 
draws a circle round a certain number of God's 
children who are of one mind on certain 
points of doctrine, and calls what is inside that 
circle "the fellowship." Such a thought never 
came from God or His Word. The fellow
ship into which we are called is that of the 
Father, and the Son, and wherein any who 
love the Lord Jesus are walking in the light, 
with such, knd so far, are we in fellowship. 
May God show us how far some of us may 
insensibly have been drifting from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. 

In "the law of the sacrifice of peace-offerings" 
(see Lev. vii. n , &c,), we find it specially 
associated with occasions of thanksgiving. 
This is characteristic of it throughout. For 
example see Psalm xxvii. 6, "And now shall 
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mine head be lifted up above mine enemies 
round about me: therefore will I offer in His 
tabernacle sacrifices of joy." Also Psalm liv. 
6, " I will freely sacrifice unto Thee: I will 
praise Thy name, 0 Lord; for it is good. For 
He hath delivered me out of all trouble," & c ; 
and again Jonah ii. 9, "But I will sacrifice 
unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I 
will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is 
of the Lord." 

These may suffice to shew that it pleased 
Jehovah not only to receive thanks for 
deliverances and special mercies, but to have 
fellowship with His people in their joys. It 
is written, "in all their afflictions He was 
afflicted"—this was indeed fellowship in their 
sorrows, and it is comforting and encouraging 
to know in the time of trouble that we have 
such a God to call upon. But is it not the 
case that too often there is no such recognition 
of the sympathy and fellowship of the Lord in 
our joys and our times of triumph. Yet it 
was specially in reference to such occasions 
that the peace-sacrifice was instituted. And 
it is very noticeable that when offered for 
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thanksgiving it was to be eaten "the same day 
that it was offered" (verse 15). As with the 
passover, so with the sacrifice of peace-offering, 
"he shall not leave any of it until the morning." 
Thus the table of rejoicing in fellowship with 
Jehovah is closely and inseparably linked with 
the death of the sacrifice. All the joys of 
Divine fellowship—"the communion of the 
Holy Spirit"—are based upon the death of 
the Lord Jesus, and it is the will of God that 
we in our experience should maintain this 
connection between all spiritual joy and the 
atoning death of Him who is "our Peace." 

We may see how instructive this becomes 
by applying it, for example, to our weekly feast 
of the new dispensation. Taking the word 
used in the original from 1 Corinthians x. 16— 
"the cup of blessing which we bless"—or, 
"which we speak well of"—or, "for which we 
give thank's "—some have called the Lord's 
supper the "Eucharist" or "the thanksgiving." 
A most appropriate name, had it not, like 
many other good things, been so terribly 
abused. And, unquestionably, thanksgiving 
and praise are the most fitting, though not 
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the only exercises, suited to such an occasion. 
Celebrated as at first and in all ages on "the 
first day of the week"—it is an occasion of 
triumphant joy—and when, as divinely taught, 
it is kept in prospect of the coming again of 
the Lord—it is essentially a feast of fellowship 
with the Lord in His resurrection joy. But 
just because it is all this, therefore is it so 
very closely connected with the Cross of 
Christ, that the materials of the feast, the 
bread broken and the wine poured out, are a 
shewing of the death of the Lord Jesus. The 
soul is thus irresistibly drawn to Calvary as 
we sing— 

" T o Calvary, Lord, in spirit now 
Our weary souls repair; 
To dwell upon Thy dying love, 
And taste its sweetness the*e.w 

God would not have us to reckon, as with 
man, that the wondrous death on which all 
our joy and peace are based took place 18 
centuries ago, but rather with Himself, to 
think of it as if it happened this very day, or 
at most but yesterday. As one has said, 
"faith knows no yesterday but the Cross, and 
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no to-morrow but the glory." "Jesus Christ 

the same yesterday" on the Cross, "to-day" on 

the throne, and "for ever" as He receives us 

to Himself. With God there is no past, 

present, or future. All is an eternal present. 

Jesus was the Lamb slain when God accepted 

Abel's offering and honoured Abel's faith, and 

He is the Lamb slain now as God accepts and 

honours the faith of every one who trusts in Him. 

The Christ that died for me yesterday on 

the Cross, is coming for me to-morrow to take 

me to His glory—such is the attitude in which 

God would have us live. Were we in this 

mind, how real would be our fellowship with the 

Father and the Son, and in proportion to that 

would be the reality and the blessedness of 

our fellowship "one with another." 

In conclusion we must now look at a very 

solemn aspect of this offering. It was 

connected with thanksgiving and joy, but it 

was only to be partaken of by those who were 

ceremonially clean (see verses 20, 21). It is 

written, "be ye holy for I am holy." A holy 

God can only have fellowship with a holy people. 

God does not now take cognizance of 
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outward defilement. It is written by Paul, " I 

am persuaded of the Lord that there is nothing 

of itself unclean." The Lord Jesus said in 

reply to the Pharisees, "To eat with unwashen 

hands defileth not a man." What is it then 

that defiles? It is sin ugon the conscience, God 
can have no fellowship with one whose heart 

is not "sprinkled from an evil conscience." 

Does it say that the unclean person was 

permanently debarred from bringing a peace-

sacrifice? Verily no. But he must take God's 

way of getting the defilement removed. He 

must wash his clothes and bathe himself in 

water, and in some cases bring the sin-offering 

for his sin; thus having been cleansed 

according to Divine prescription, he may 

bring the peace-sacrifice and enjoy the fellow 

ship feast. 

God's first claim is that we have a purged 

conscience. God cannot accept the worship, 

or the service, or have fellowship in the joy of 

one who has a defiled conscience. Under the 

law, the man that was guilty of eating the 

peace-sacrifice, and thus holding professed 

fellowship with Jehovah whilst having defilement 
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upon him, was to be cut off from the people. 

It is not so under grace, except in special 

forms of sin on account of which the sinning 

one is to be put away from among the saints. 

But the claims of God are the same. His 

holiness is unchanged, notwithstanding that 

His ways in grace are so different from His 

actings under law. 

Nevertheless God does cut off from com

munion with Himself, so long as defilement or 

sin is allowed to remain upon the conscience, 

unjudged, unconfessed, uncleansed. The 

grieved Spirit ceases to reveal the things of 

Christ, and the conscience-smitten heart 

withdraws into the mists of unbelief and 

distance from God. It is in the light, where 

sin is detected and judged, where the blood 

of Jesus is seen in all its cleansing power, that 

fellowship can be enjoyed and nowhere else; 

If we walk in the light as He is in the light, 

then have we fellowship one with another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 

us from all sin. 



C H R I S T 

T H E ME AT O F F E R I N G . 

T ET us look at the second chapter of the 
book of Leviticus. In the revised 

version you will find that the words "meat 
offering" are rendered "meal offering"; as a 
matter of fact it was composed of fine meal or 
flour. 

Probably in those days they had nothing so 
fine as what we now know as fine flour, it 
would probably be very finely ground meal 

In verse 2 we read, "He shall bring it to 
Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take 
thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and 
of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense 
thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial 
of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord." As we 
have before seen "sweet savour" ought to be 
rendered "savour of rest." 
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In verse 4 we read, "And it thou bring an 

oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, 

it shall be unleavened cakes." The word 

cakes here literally signifies "pierced cakes." 

It is a remarkable expression, being from the 

word that signifies "to pierce." 

Then there are also named "unleavened 

wafers," that is from the word that signifies "to 

make thin." Wafers being rolled very thin. 

Whether it be the piercing or the rolling, both 

processes imply or indicate suffering. 

In verse 12 mention is made of " the 

oblation of the first fruits," they were not to be 

put on the altar. "Ye shall offer them unto 

the Lord, but they shall not be burnt on the 

altar for a sweet savour." We shall look later 

on at what this refers to. 

Then read in the sixth chapter, 14th verse, 

etc. "And this is the law of the meat offering, 

the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the Lord, 

before the altar." 

Those offerings that we have already looked 

at, namely, the sin offering, the peace sacrifice, 

and the burnt offering, give us more especially 

the sacrificial atoning work of Christ. They 
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give us also his perfection as appreciated by 
God, and in the peace sacrifice we saw how 
the offerer, the priest, and Jehovah each had 
a portion of it, so that it typified "fellowship." 
But in this one, it is not so much the atoning 
work of Christ that is brought before us, as the 
person and character of Christ. It gives us 
another aspect, another line of thought, con
cerning the perfection of the One who gave 
Himself unto God for us. 

Then, notice that whilst a memorial of it, 
that is a handful of it containing the flour, and 
the oil, and all the frackincense, was taken 
from it and burned upon the altar for Jehovah 
(just as the fat and the inwards were taken from 
the peace sacrifice and burned upon the altar), 
the rest of the meal was for Aaron and his 
sons. It was for the priestly family. Now I 
must speak a word here as to the meaning of 
this. The Lord's people now are all Israelites, 
so to speak; that is, they are all a redeemed 
people. They are all Abraham's seed through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 

Then again, they are all Levites, because the 
Levites were a tribe separated to the service of 
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Jehovah; and there is no such thing now as a 
separate class of Levites or clergy. Every 
believer is a Levite, to serve in his own par
ticular sphere, and according to his own 
particular gifts and abilities. 

Then again, the house of Aaron was set 
apart from the tribe of Levi for the special 
service of Jehovah at the altar; but all the 
Lord's people are now " the house of Aaron," 
for we read again and again " He hath made 
us kings and priests unto God." We are " a 
royal priesthood," "a holy priesthood" to 
"offer up spiritual sacrifices," and "to shew 
forth the praises of Him who called us out of 
darkness into his marvellous light." 

So, all the people of God now have been re
deemed and are therefore Israelites; called to 
serve Him and therefore Levites; and called 
to worship Him within the veil and therefore 
priests. 

But there is this difference, that, whilst all are 
so in God's reckoning, all do not apprehend what 
they are. Some there be who know themselves 
only as redeemed sinners—a blessed thing 
indeed to know. Others again, know them-
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selves not only as sinners saved, but'as called 

to serve the Lord, and they seek to serve Him 

according to His word. Others again, know 

something more; they know that Christ is 

their portion, they know that they are wor

shippers within the veil, they know that it is 

their privilege " to draw near" and to abide 

near, even in the very presence of the Lord. 

They learn something of the experience of the 

priestly family who, not only were redeemed 

Israelites, not only serving about the Tabernacle, 

but called to minister at the altar on behalf of 

others, and to enter into the holy place and 

behold glories that other eyes never saw. Now 

the Holy Spirit of God would lead us all into 

the deepest privileges that are by grace the 

heritage of every child of God if we were 

willing. There is no reason why every believer 

should not enjoy the full privileges that belong 

to the royal priesthood. The whole of this meat 

offering was for the priests the house of Aaron. 

Aaron and his sons are spoken of frequently 

together, and represent Christ and the Church. 

But all who compose the royal priesthood do 

not enter into, understand, or appreciate the 
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aspect of truth that is found in the meal 

offering. It cannot be enjoyed apart from 

communion with God, meditation upon His 

word, and the teaching and enlightenment of 

the Holy Spirit. It presents to us the beauty, 

the perfection of the character of Christ as 

seen and estimated by God. And notice, only 

a memorial of it was put upon the altar. It 

was given to be the portion of the priestly family. 

It was that which they were to feed upon, and 

represented Christ as given by God to us. 

The truths presented in these offerings are 

just the same as we get presented to us in the 

.Lord's Supper, We have there the bread 

upon the table concerning which the Lord 

Jesus said, " This is My body which is given 

for you;" and we have the cup containing the 

juice of the grape concerning which he said, 

" This is My blood which is shed for many for 

the remission of sins;" so that the bread and 

the wine upon the table give us Christ in His 

atoning death making propitiation for His 

people, so that we have the very same line of 

teaching symbolically as in the offerings in the 

book of Leviticus. The difference being that, 
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whilst under the law, it was a putting to death 
of the sacrifice, under the gospel it is the 
memorial of a death that has taken place. We 
are never called to put anything to death under 
the new dispensation except our own corrupt 
nature; mortify that which has already been 
crucified; but now that the One Offering has 
been offered and accepted, now that the work 
is finished, there is no more putting of any
thing to death in our approach to God. We 
draw near on the ground of the one death that 
has perfected for ever. 

The meat offering then shews us Christ in 
the perfection of His character, not only given 
to God for us as typified by the handful put on 
the altar, but also given by God to us. 

The burnt offering was offered wholly upon 
the altar. It was altogether Christ given to 
God; but here it is Christ given by God to us 
as our food. 

This holy, priestly food is given to strengthen 
us in the inner man in order that, as God's 
priestly witnesses here below, we may bear the 
likeness of the great High Priest; and growing 
in grace and in the knowledge of Him be able 
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to shew forth His virtues. Thus may we have 

Christ not only in us but also upon us. Not 

only Christ in our hearts, where God can see 

that He is the object of our affections, but 

Christ so manifested in our life that every eye 

can see that we belong to Him because of our 

resemblance to Him. 

This offering therefore brings before us the 

great truth of sanctification. Let us now look 
AT THE DETAILS. 

The principal ingredient of the meat offering, 

as we have seen, was fine flour; and in God's 

appointment wheat is the pricipal food of man. 

It is called "the principal wheat." Other 

things come in by the way, but wheat is the 

staple. But it was not merely wheat in the 

ear or wheat beaten out by the hand: that 

might be in some cases, just as we saw in some 

of the other offerings that there were different 

grades. There was the bullock, the ram, and 

the lamb; here we have other distinctions, but 

in the main it was wheat ground between the 

mill-stones until it was very fine. That process 

tells us unmistakably of suffering. You cannot 

imagine anything more indicative of suffering 
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than being ground between the upper and the 
nether mill-stone; and herein was the glory of 
the character of Christ, that suffering only 
brought out His perfection. The more He 
was pressed, tempted, buffetted, contradictea 
—the more He was tried and tested in the firej 
the more His perfection came out. It is' 
the very opposite with us, a very little test 
brings out our imperfection. 

No character ever has been conceived by 
man to compare with the character of Christ; 
even the ungodly and infidel admit that there 
has been no human conception of character 
to compare to that of Jesus of Nazareth. In 
handling fine flour you know how unresisting 
it is; how perfectly it yields to pressure. 
There is no grit in it, there is nothing that 
hurts. It takes any form you choose to put it 
in. It will take the form of a loaf, or a cake 
which you can pierce, or you may roll it thin 
as a wafer, there is no resistance. All this 
tells us of Him who took absolutely and per
fectly the form of the will of God. There was 
resistance, yes, resistance of the mightiest 
power against evil; but there was no resistance 

G 
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to the moulding hand of God. In suffering 

w.eJq&k, we rebel, we resist; but there was 

nothing of that with Him who is represented 

by the fine flour of the precious meal offering. 

It is remarkable that the Hebrew word for 

"ground," which we find for instance in the 

passage "The Lord God formed man of the 

dust of the ground," means literally, as in 

English, pulverised, or ground to powder; 

crushed and broken till it is in such a shape 

that it becomes fruitful, and the grinding process 

is a suffering process. But take any of the 

processes of agriculture, whether it be the 

breaking up of the ground by the plough or 

by the harrow, it tells of suffering; harrowing 

is a common word for suffering. In the Greek 

the same word is used for affliction and pres

sure. Then manure tells of shame as well as 

suffering. Every process implies suffering, and 

this is the only method by which God can 

make us fruitful. It is through breaking down 

the resistance of our proud stubborn wills and 

bringing us into obedience to Christ. There 

was no necessity for any such discipline with 

the Lord Jesus. He was prefigured by the 
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heifer upon which never came yoke. He 

never needed compulsion or coercion, but 

willingly yielded Himself in perfect obedience 

to God. " H e gave His back to the smiters, 

and His cheeks to them that plucked off the 

hair." " H e was led as a lamb to the slaughter." 

He went out without resistance. He went to 

Calvary willingly in obedience and in love to 

His Father. 

It is in meditating upon the four gospels, 

that you will best discover the perfection of the 

character of Christ. Put yourself beside Him. 

See what you would have done under such 

circumstances, and thereby the best of us 

would be convicted of imperfection and be 

humbled before God. 

Notice, in the next place, that the fine flour 

was to be mingled with oil. Throughout the 

Scripture oil is the type of the Holy Spirit. 

The word "Messiah" in Hebrew is "the 

Anointed One," and the word "Christ" in the 

Greek has the same significance. Two passages 

will serve to show the relation of the Holy 

Spirit to the Lord Jesus. In Luke i. 35, 

"The angel answered and said unto Mary, the 
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Holy Spirit shall come upon thee and the 
power of the highest shall overshadow thee; 
therefore, that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God." This 
is what is represented by the "fine flour 
mingled with oil." Then, again, if you turn to 
the tenth of Acts, verse 38, "How God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power. Who went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed 
of the Devil, for God was with Him.' 

Read also Luke 3rd chapter, 21st, 22nd 
verses, and 4th chapter, 1st verse. In the 
passages read we have first "the fine flour 
mingled with oil," then "the pierced cakes 
anointed with oil." There is the mingling 
and there is the anointing. Two distinct 
actions of the Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus in all His words and ways, 
His behaviour and service, was the perfect 
expression of the leading and forming of the 
Spirit of God; and if the same Spirit is leading 
me or you, instructing us, and fashioning us, 
the result will be of the very same kind; 
a life in us similar to His life, and a 
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ministry in us after the pattern of the Lord 
Jesus. 

The mingling of the oil with the meat 
offering and the anointing of the "pierced 
cakes" with oil presents to us, as we have seen, 
the operation of the Holy Spirit in relation to 
the Lord Jesus, displaying in Him perfectly, 
in His character and ways, the mind of God. 
And there can be no manifestation of the 
character and ways of Christ in us, none of 
His likeness, none of His beauty, except by 
the power of that same Spirit We too are 
"born of the Spirit" and "anointed by the 
Spirit," and we are dependent upon His 
in-working for any trace in us of likeness to 
the Lord Jesus. Without His operation we 
shall retain our likeness to Adam—to poor, 
fallen, ruined, corrupt human nature. God 
has "predestinated us to be conformed to the 
image of His Son," and it is by the Holy 
Spirit, as the active agent, that this purpose of 
the heart of God is to be effected. 

The next ingredient in the meat offering is 
"salt" (verse 13). The "salt of the covenant" 
was never to be lacking in any offering. In 
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Col. iv. 6. we read, "Let your speech be 

always with grace seasoned with salt." There 

are two things very often mentioned together 

in the New Testament, and which may throw 

some light on this passage, viz., "grace and 

truth." In John i. 17 we read, "Grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ." (See also verse 

14). Not grace only, nor truth only, but the 

two perfectly combined. The fine flour with 

the oil was grace, perfect grace, but the salt, 

by its power to preserve in freshness and to 

resist corruption, fitly represented the truth. 

And this you will find most beautifully 

exemplified in the Lord Jesus. In Him was 

perfect grace, He was the most approachable 

of men: the little children were not afraid of 

Him, He took them up in His loving arms 

and blessed them; the poor sinner was 

welcome to His feet and found a blessing 

there: none ever came in need still less in 

faith to Him and were repelled; He was "full 

of grace." Nevertheless, the seasoning of the 

truth was never lacking. His words were at 

times like the piercing of a sword. When 

Peter, in his natural kindliness, was Satan's 
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instrument to put a temptation before Him, 

His answer, "Get thee behind Me, Satan/' 

shows that the salt was not lacking. Wher

ever corruption approaches Him, so to speak, 

it is met at once by the salt of the truth in all 

its proper pungency and preservative power. 

By feeding on Christ we too, according to 

the will of God, will become a gracious people. 

"Grace was poured into His lips," so by 

communion with Him will grace fill our lips. 

In Col. iii. 12 to 15 we see the character we 

ought to bear. It is all grace here, is it not? 

But then in verse 16 we find the counterpart, 

"Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly 

in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another." Thus the grace is seasoned with 

the salt of truth. Oh for more grace, for 

lips like His, " dropping sweet smelling 

myrrh" (Cant. v. 13), yet lacking not the salt, 

which will not suffer nor go with evil of any 

kind—which will "have no fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 

them." And remember, not only are we in a 

corrupt world; we have corruption within and 

therefore need to have salt in ourselves. We 
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need the truth as well as the grace of God to 
enter into the "inmost parts" of our own being 
to meet and overcome the corruption that is 
there. Nothing arrests corruption like salt. 
What a blessing that the water of the ocean is 
salt! If the floods of pollution that are poured 
into it from man's cities, were discharged into 
an ocean of fresh water it would soon be 
stinking. But the salt preserves it in its 
healthful freshness. Such ought our lives to 
be, so seasoned with salt that corruption is 
met and conquered. 

The Lord of glory is invited to dine with a 
sinner. Full of grace, He consents to go. 
But as He sees the guests, in selfish pride, 
selecting for themselves the most honourable 
seats, immediately the truth is there in all its 
pungency—"he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted; he that exalteth himself shall be 
abased." And God would have us to bring 
the truth in also, but not without the oil. It 
must be truth in the unction of the Spirit, and 
not truth in the energy of the flesh. The 
carnal mind can bring in truth, and in the 
hands of the flesh it becomes a weapon to 
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break heads and cut off ears! Do you know 
what that means? The truth spoken, but 
so strong, so sharp, that the hearers, instead 
of taking it in, shut their ears and refuse to 
listen to it again. 

The very truth of God, used by the flesh, 
may become a wedge to divide the saints. 
But truth, in the grace and power of the Spirit, 
will edify, and knit together, and sanctify. 

The next ingredient is "frankincense." All 
the frankincense was Jehovah's, and was burnt 
upon the altar. In this respect it answers to 
the fat of the peace-offering, and you remember 
we saw that it.,signified the best. The frank
incense represented all that was most precious 
and fragrant to God in the character of His 
Son. 

There were perfections in that character, 
both human and divine, that we could never 
enter into—that no eye but God's could see, 
and no heart but His appreciate. 

But all that was laid upon the altar was a 
"memorial": a memorial of Him who was 
given by God to us, and given to God for us; 
a memorial bringing before God all the per-
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fections of Christ as for us, so that as the sons 

of Aaron feasted on their priestly portion before 

God, the frankincense burning upon the altar 

in all its developed fragrance ascended as a 

savour of rest on their behalf. 

As you and I feed upon Christ as our 

portion, whether in the secret of our own souls, 

or as gathered around His table, it is blessed 

to know that God is delighting also in the 

fragrance of that character. He is "the bread 

of God/' as well as "the bread of life," to us, 

and He is there before God now a perpetual 

memorial that He gave Himself to be our 

inalienable portion. 

Well would it be for us if we better under

stood and more fully appreciated the character 

of the Lord Jesus. To this end it would be 

good for us better to acquaint ourselves with 

the four Gospels. Some of us may be well up 

in prophecy, in types, in doctrines, and in 

what is known as "church truth," and yet know 

very little of Christ as presented in the Gospels. 

It is there preminently that we see Him 

as the meat-offering, and there that we may 

best acquaint ourselves with Him and His 
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wondrous character—the perfection of grace 
and truth. 

I must now shortly notice the things that 
were specially excluded from the meat-offering. 
These were two. The one is "leaven;" the 
other is "honey." These were forbidden to be 
put in any offering of the Lord made by fire. 
(See ver. 11.) 

Now you will remember that all along we 
have seen that the altar was the place of 
Jehovah's portion, and that which was laid 
upon it was " His food." Therefore whatever 
went upon the altar typified Christ, and only 
Christ. Neither leaven nor honey could come 
upon the altar, or be presented to God in the 
altar fire. To go fully into the significance of 
leaven and honey as types would exceed our 
limits, but this I would remark—that they are 
very closely allied to one another. Leaven is 
a souring principle, a sort of incipient decom
position, which, if it proceeds far enough, ends 
in total corruption. Any baker will tell yon 
that if he wishes to quicken the action of 
leaven, nothing will answer the purpose better 
than the adding of a little honey. Honey, 
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with all its sweetness, contains the very essence 

of corruption, and quickly, very quickly, may 

be turned to vinegar. 

There is a sweetness of character that is 

divine, and there is a sweetness that is merely 

natural. There is a love that is of God, and a 

love that is of nature. There is a divine love 

that varies not, but goes steadfastly on irrespec

tive of the return it meets with. There is also 

such a thing as loving those that love us—a 

selfish spurious love which quickly turns to 

vinegar. It is only honey, just nature's sweet

ness. But what is leaven? The Lord Jesus 

warned His disciples against "the leaven of 

the Pharisees," "the leaven of the Saducees," 

and "the leaven of Herod." Each of the three 

was a form of false doctrine. The leaven of 

the Pharisees, we are distinctly told, was 

"hypocrisy." We read also in i Cor. v. 8 of 

"the leaven of malice and wickedness." Also 

of the "old leaven" that was to be purged out 

of the Corinthian Church—evil practices of 

which they were guilty in their old unconverted 

days. Then in Gal. v. we find leaven applied 

to evil doctrines, subversive of the truth of the 
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Gospel. In short, leaven, from Genesis to 
Revelation, signifies that which is evil, corrupt, 
and defiling. * And honey, sweet and ex
cellent as it is in its own place, has no property 
in it that will hinder leaven, on the contrary 
everything that goes to hasten its development. 

But ask a baker again, if leaven is acting too 
quickly, too sharply, what means will he em
ploy to stay it, to arrest it? He will tell you 
nothing will do so as effectually as salt. Thus 
the scriptures are seen to be more scientific 
than modern critics give them credit for! 

We now see how leaven and honey were ex
cluded from any offering which was to be 
burned upon the altar. That which they 
typified found no place in the character of the 
spotless Son of God. 

He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners," and the grace and love 
so abundantly manifested were not the feeble 
fickle love of nature, but the outflowing of the 
grace and love of God. 

And well is it for us that it is so! For I tell 
you if the love of Christ had been like honey, 
long ago it would have turned to vinegar to me! 

* See "Truth about Leaven," by J. R. C. 
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But it is divine love, seasoned with " the salt 

of the covenant," and it never changes or 

I decays. In Malachi i. the Lord says, " I 

have loved you," and in chap. iii. He says, " I 

' am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye 

sons of Jacob are not consumed," "Having 

loved His own. . . . He loved them unto 

the end." 

Thus as these two ingredients, typifying 

what is merely natural and what is evil, were 

excluded from the offerings, so were they ex

cluded from the food provided by Jehovah 

for His priests. The priestly food is Christ. 

"The unleavened bread of sincerity and truth," 

as seen so blessedly in Him. God has given 

us good food to feed upon. Good food in 

Christ; good food in the Scriptures—every 

word of God is pure. God gives us for our 

satisfaction that which satisfies Himself. In 

Psalms Ixxviii. we read of the children of 

Israel getting flesh to eat. Greedily they 

gathered it and glutted themselves with it, but 

it is never said that it satisfied them. But in 

Psalm cv. 40 we read, " H e satisfied them with 

the bread of heaven." 
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Well may we sing— 
14 Now none but Christ can satisfy, 

No other name for me"— 

Sometimes we fail to find satisfaction in 
Christ until God takes away the things of earth 
and of the flesh in which we have been seek
ing satisfaction. Then when earth's cisterns 
are broken, and we find that they hold no 
water—when at last, it may be on a bed of 
sickness or death, we are shut up to Christ, 
then in His matchless grace, having made 
room for Himself, He enters, and we find that 
in Him there is perfect satisfaction. 

There is one verse in this. chapter that I 
must turn to in conclusion, viz., ver. 12. "As 
for the oblation of the first-fruits, ye shall offer 
them unto the Lord; but they shall not be 
burnt on the altar for a sweet savour." This 
refers to the ordinance of Lev. xxiii. 15-17. In 
ver. 11 a sheaf of first-fruits is to be presented 
to the Lord " on the morrow after the Sabbath." 
That answers to " the first day of the week," 
and beautifully typifies the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. From that seven weeks were to 
be numbered, that is forty-nine days. Again 
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on the morrow after the Sabbath, or the 
fiftieth day—answering to "the day of Pente
cost"—"a new meat-offering" was to be pre
sented to Jehovah. This consisted of two 
loaves baked with leaven. They also are first-
fruits, only the word rendered "first-fruits" in 
ver. 10 is different from that in ver. 17—the 
former signifying pre-eminence, and answering 
to Col. i. 18, whilst the latter signifies first in 
order, and answers to James i. 18. 

What then do these two loaves of first-fruits, 
offered on Pentecost, and baken with leaven, 
represent? Clearly not Christ, for "in Him 
was no sin." But "when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come," as we read in Acts ii., a new 
offering is brought to the Lord. It is a multi
tude of sinners redeemed and washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Quickened and anointed 
by the Holy Ghost they are "accepted in the 
Beloved." No sin offering was presented with 
the wave sheaf of ver. 10—there was nothing 
to atone for in it. But with the leavened 
loaves there are offered seven lambs and one 
young bullock, and two rams for a burnt-offer
ing : one kid of the goats for a sin-offering, and 
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two lambs for a peace sacrifice. Thus we 

clearly see that this new meat-offering re

presents the Church, the two loaves doubtless 

having reference to its formation "out of twain," 

but constituted one in Christ. (Eph. ii. 15.) 

The two loaves are one offering. But let this 

be remembered. Though leaven amidst dough 

will work on and intensify until the whole is 

leavened, its action is at once arrested by fire. 

So that the evil that is contemplated as in this 

offering is not sin in activity, not sin breaking 

ing out, but, as Paul says "sin that dwelleth in 

me." In die sight of God sin in the believer 

is not only atoned for and forgiven, it is arrest

ed in its action by the power of the Holy 

Spirit—"the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus has made me free." 

Thus, though conscious that sin as a principle, 

as a root, dwells in us, yet do we know that in 

Christ Jesus, and on the ground of His finished 

work, we are made nigh and accepted. 

Thus verse 12 of Lev. ii. is explained. The 

two loaves could not be burned on the altar 

for a sweet savour because of the leaven that 

was present. 
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These subjects are wonderful: full of interest 
and instruction. May we be led deeper into 
the understanding of them, not in a spirit of 
vain curiosity but of reverent inquiry within 
the vail. 
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