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THE DAWN OF THE MILLENNIUM. 

Is it true that we are drawing near to a period 
of universal peace, a time of great prosperity, 
a real golden age? Is it a fact that the great 
questions which trouble the minds of the great 
statesmen of to-day as to which is to be the 
leading nation in the world, as to the happy 
settlement of all national boundaries, the ad-
justment of the balance of power, the arrange-
ment of armaments of both the armies and 
navies of the world, and the grave difficulties 
which exist between capital and labour, wealth 
and poverty, &c., are all to be solved satisfac-
torily for all mankind? Are we justified in 
expecting, with a firm, unshaken confidence, 
that this period of great blessing will soon 
cover the earth, or is it only a dream of some 
fanciful mind? And if the millennium is 
coming, if this golden age is a reality which 
will soon be realised, can we anticipate this 
glorious time by even now living in the dawn 
of that day which will soon break forth in 
glorious majesty, dispelling darkness, trouble, 
war, oppression, sorrow, &c. ? 

These questions are of great interest to 
many, and should awaken inquiry by all. 
They are more or less raised in the minds of 
all thoughtful persons in this philanthropic 
age, when governments are seeking to provide 
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for the destitute, to raise and educate the 
masses, and to banish poverty and want from 
the earth. We shall therefore consider these 
questions, which are of momentous importance, 
and seek reliable and satisfactory answers to 
them. 

One thing is certain, that from the beginning 
of the world persons have looked for a golden 
age, when good would triumph over evil. Eve 
expected "the Man" (Gen. iv. 1) who would 
usher •it in, and this great Deliverer has been 
looked for ever since. The nation of Israel, 
who have and will play an important part .in 
the world's history, has always believed in a 
coming Messiah, under whose reign they would 
be the chief nation of the world. Whence is 
the origin of this hope? Is there any true 
foundation for it? Was it from a reliable 
source that it emanated, or is it a delusion 
existing only in some one's imagination? 

We are thoroughly persuaded that this hope 
does rest on a good foundation, and that soon 
" the Man "— the desire of all nations—will 
appear. (Hag. ii. 7.) No doubt many foolish 
and erroneous views have been promulgated 
which have clouded this bright prospect, but 
the fact remains—" The coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." (Jas. v. 8.) 

Let us now turn to the Book of books, which 
is the only reliable source whence we can 
obtain even the early history of the human 
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race. Directly sin had entered into the world 
(Rom. v. 12) a very important announcement 
was made, for we read of One who would 
bruise (overwhelm) the serpent's head. The 
serpent had beguiled the woman, the man had 
sinned, and Satan, through man, would be 
allowed to form a vast system wherein he 
could display his subtle wisdom; but the coming 
One would completely triumph over the foe. 
(Gen. iii. 15.) Eve thought Cain was that One 
(Gen. iv. 1), but in this she was mistaken. 
Still this proves that she expected "the Man," 
and suggests, if it does not even prove, that 
she and also her husband had thus understood 
the Lord's announcement in pronouncing judg-
ment on the serpent. She was right in expect-
ing the Deliverer, but, like many others since, 
was mistaken in thinking He had come. 

From Eve's day onward men and women 
have lived and died in the hope of the coming 
of this great Deliverer. Abraham could offer 
up his only son as a sacrifice (Gen. xxii.), Jacob 
could bless Joseph's sons and worship when 
dying (Heb. xi. 21), and Joseph give command-
ment concerning his bones (Heb. xi. 22), in 
view of the coming One. (John viii. 56.) 
Civilised nations have sought to bring about 
the deliverance, and heathen nations have 
looked for a deliverer to come; but still the 
world waits for " the Man," the great and 
long-looked-for Saviour. 



4 	THE DAWN OF THE MILLENNIUM. 

Does the Book of books give us any plain 
characteristics of this great Deliverer and of 
the golden age He will establish ? We believe 
it does. It speaks so plainly that "he may run 
that readeth it " (Hab. ii. 2) ; and therefore 
there is no need to be mistaken in " the Man," 
or to think the golden age has commenced when 
it has not. 

Some may be foolish enough to think that 
Christ is present, that He has come, and that 
the great advance and improvements connected 
with civilisation are the commencement of the 
earth's great jubilee. This is an old error 
which the scriptures of truth fully expose. 
Then, further, what utter folly to conclude 
that the present condition of universal misery 
and suffering, the unrest caused by difficulties 
existing between capital and labour, the pre-
sence of death, the low moral condition which 
marks the most enlightened countries, and all 
that is now connected with human life, could 
exist if He who "shall come down like rain 
upon the mown grass : as showers that water 
the earth " (Pea. lxxii. 6) were already present, 
though only known by the faithful. Surely it 
must be clear to all that that blessed Person is 
not present, that He has not yet come, for— 

"He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive frau ; 

To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity." 



TIIE DAWN OF THE MILLENNIUM. 	5 

" Before Him on the mountains 
Shall peace, the herald, go ; 

And righteousness, in fountains, 
From hill to valley Row." 

Then, again, the Lord Himself, when speaking 
of the mode of His coming, stated that: "If 
they shall say unto ,you, Behold, he is in the 
desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the 
secret chambers ; believe it not. For as the 
lightning comet]) out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west ; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be." (Matt. xxiv. 26, 27.) 
Hence to say the Lord is now present is a 
delusion, and similar to saying He is in " the 
secret chambers." When He comes " every 
eye shall see him " (Rev. i. 7), and when 
judgment has been executed on the ungodly 
(Jude 14, 15) He will establish His world-
kingdom (Rev. xi. 15), the millennium, the 
true golden age, for which so many have looked 
throughout the past centuries. 

We shall now place before the reader a few 
passages concerning "the world to come, whereof 
we speak " (Heb. ii. 5) : " For the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea." (Hab. ii. 14.) 

" And in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, 
a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 
And he will destroy in this mountain the face of 
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the covering cast over all people, and the vail 
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow 
up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke 
of his people shall he take away from off all the 
earth: for the Lord hath spoken it." (Isa. xxv. 
6. 7, 8.) 

"And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." 
(Isa. ii. 3.) 

"And he shall judge among many people, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall 
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit 
every man under his vine and under his fig 
tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it." 
(Micah iv. 3, 4.) 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that sowetb seed; and 
the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all 
the hills shall melt." (Amos ix. 13.) 

Two things must be clear to all: first, that 
the world has not yet seen this wonderful time, 
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of blessing, for Christ has not yet come; and, 
secondly, that One who could deliver the 
world from all its present misery, anxieties 
and difficulties, and in righteousness establish 
the character of blessing spoken of in the 
quotations we have just given, could be no 
ordinary man. He must be One who has a 
perfect knowledge of what is suitable to God, 
to guide the world according to His will; and, 
on the other hand, He must be great enough 
to draw and win the hearts of all men that will 
then form the world (John xii. 32), so that they 
may place their full confidence in Him. 

We can quite understand the reader exclaim-
ing, But such a Man will never be found. Still 
we would ask the reader not to be hasty in 
forming this conclusion, for we believe we can 
tell him of " the Man." We therefore again 
turn to the only book which can be absolutely 
relied upon, so that the truth of the Person of 
the coming Deliverer and that which charac-
terises Him may be before us. 

The first passage which directly speaks of 
this wonderful Person announces His complete 
triumph over Satan and all evil. " It " (the 
seed of the woman) "shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Gen. iii. 15.) 
The allusions to Him in type, figure and precept 
are too numerous to quote, for creation, the 
law, the Psalms, the prophecies all alike speak 
of Him and His glory. The Sun which was 
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to rule the day (Gen. i. 16) is a beautiful figure 
of this coming One (Mal. iv. 2), and the offering 
of Abel (Gen. iv. 4) and Noah (Gen. viii. 20) 
typify His perfection, whioh shone " when he 
offered up himself." (Heb. vii. 27.) Abraham 
was assured that in his seed all families of the 
earth would be blessed (Gen. xii. 3), and this 
unconditional promise war confirmed with an 
oath to the Seed, which is Christ. (Gen. xxii. 
17, 18 ; Gal. iii. 16.) All the prophets bear 
witness to His greatness and fame, and Isaiah 
saw His glory. (Isa. vi. 1-4 ; John xii. 41.) 
Isaiah spake of His lowliness and grace, and 
also the glory of His Person. He says, 
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and• shall call his name Immanuel." (Isa. 
vii.14.) He also speaks of those who had been 
looking for the coming One, exclaiming, " For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder : 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace." (Isa. ix. 6.) Thus Isaiah 
clearly speaks of One born of a virgin, yet He 
is in the glory of His Person " The mighty 
God," " Immanuel," " God with us." (Isa. vii. 
14; Matt. i. 23.) 

The Gospel of Matthew presents Him as the 
true King, the " born King," who is Jesus—
Jehovah the Saviour—" Immanuel," " God 
with us." (Psa. xxiv. 8; Matt. i. 21-23.).  
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Moses was called to come up a mountain to 
receive directions from God, and when he 
came down he said, " These are the words 
which the Lord [Jehovah] bath commanded " 
(Exo. xxxv. 1) ; but Jesus, who is Jehovah, the 
lawgiver Himself, when teaching the principles 
of His .kingdom on a mountain, and at other 
times when expressing the will of God, said, 
" I say to you." He did not say, " These are 
the words which the Lord hath commanded," 
like Moses, for He was the Lord, Jehovah 
Himself, and therefore said, " I say to you." 

Matthew, Mark and Luke alike bear testi-
mony to the glory of His person. They all 
speak of John the Baptist heralding forth the 
announcement, " Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord "—Jehovah. They record how demons 
owned Him and had to flee at His word. 
These writers testify that He said to more than 
one, " Thy sins are forgiven thee," and the 
Pharisees, though they did not believe in Him, 
rightly said, " Who can forgive sins, but God 
alone ?" These three inspired writers bring 
vividly before us the One prophesied of in theb  
Old Testament, and stand together as three 
unimpeachable witnesses of the Deity of His 
person, and also of the reality of His manhood. 

Then the writer of thd fourth gospel (John) 
wrote to meet the error of the denial of the 
Godhead glory of Jesus, and he also mentions 
facts (such as " Jesus being wearied " and 

2 
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" Jesus wept ") which in the moat touching 
manner shew the reality of the manhood of 
Him who was made (became R. V.) flesh. 
The Spirit of God through the Apostle John 
states : 

"In the beginning was* the Word, and the 
Word was* with God, and the Word was' 
God." (John i. 1.) As far back as the mind 
can travel the Word was.* He then had a 
distinct personality, for it says, " The Word 
was' with God." He was not created by God, 
neither was lie One who was inferior to God, 
for He was God, and " All things were made 
by him." The Jews who heard Him under-
stood Him to claim equality with God, and 
they sought to slay Him because He called 
God " His Father, making himself equal with 
God." (John v. 18.) Jesus also said, " I and 
my Father are one." (John x. 30.) To those 
who came to take Him, He said, " I am he." 
They at once unwillingly have to own His 
glory, for " they went backward, and fell to the 
ground." (John xviii. 6.) They had come to 
take Him prisoner, but they became prisoners 
themselves, being held by divine power with-
out fetters or chains, and were powerless until 
He delivered Himself up to them. This power 
He would use to shield His own, but in perfect 
love He gave Himself up to suffer and die for 
lost, guilty man. 

* Italics are mine. 
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To the Jews, who said, " Thou being a man, 
makest thyself God " (John x. 33), He could 
say, " Which of you convinceth me of sin ? " 
(John viii. 46.) And surely it cannot be gain-
said that if He had not been God He would 
have been the greatest impostor the world ever 
saw, and therefore the greatest sinner. When 
with a pretence to justice He was brought 
before their court and Pilate, they had to con-
demn Him for confessing the truth of His 
glorious person. Alas ! in that day, like the 
present one, there are many who would rob 
this most glorious Personage of His own per-
sonal glory. They may say, " He is divine," 
attaching a particular meaning to the word 
from that generally accepted and thus deceive 
their hearers, for they deny His Deity. While 
professing to honour Him by saying, " He is a 
divine man," and also by saying, " He is a god," 
they rob Him of His personal glory, for He is 
God equal with the Father. 

What a momentous fact I " God manifest in 
the flesh." (1 Tim. iii. 16.) How wonderful in 
our eyes I Jehovah, God Himself present 
amongst men. He who had created man now 
present in the lowly guise of manhood. The 
mighty God yet the virgin's Son. (Isa. vii. 14.) 
No wonder men stumble, for the natural 
mind could not have conceived the idea of 
" the Word made flesh " (John i. 14) to seek 
and save rebels who had departed from Him. 
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The thought was His own, and it is worthy of 
Him. He alone had the right and was the 
only One who could say, " Lo, I come to do 
thy will, 0 God." 

Do some say, " We believe He was a real 
man, but He is no longer a man"? Let us again 
turn to the infallible guide, the holy scriptures. 
The writers of the different epistles, like those 
of. the four gospels, bear one united, plain testi-
mony to both His Godhead glory, and to the 
reality of His manhood. But let us remember 
that the epistles speak of Him when He is 
risen and glorified, having passed into heaven. 
The One who did such marvels on earth, when 
He had entered into heaven, empowered His 
disciples to do even greater works than He had 
done. 'they were only men of like passions 
with ourselves, but though their enemies may 
"put them in hold," threaten them, beat them, 
stone and kill, He could sustain them, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy -to suffer for 
His name, and rendering good for evil, bearing 
witness to His resurrection with power. He 
too could open the prison doors and gates to set 
His servants free when they were secured by all 
th'e skill and wisdom of man; and He could 
save a servant when shipwrecked, giving him 
all the souls on board. We may well inquire 
who could do this save One, who is God ? 

Then if the Book of the Acts of the Apostles 
shews He is the upholder of all things, it also 
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clearly-  speaks of Him as man. The angels 
said, " This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner." (Acts i. 11.) The Apostle Peter says, 
"It was not possible that he should be holden 
of it "—death (Acts ii. 24) ; and Stephen saw 
" Jesus . . . the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God." (Acts vii. 55, 56.) Then 
Paul, who saw Him (1 Cor. xv. 8), said, 
" Through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins." (Acts xiii. 38.) So it is 
clear that neither angels, nor Peter, nor 
Stephen, nor Paul knew anything of such 
wicked, "damnable heresies" as Christ being 
exalted to divinity, or of His ceasing to be the 
Man Christ Jesus. 

Paul gives no uncertain sound concerning 
the glory of the One who came in flesh, " Who 
is over all, God blessed for ever." (Rom. ix. 5.) 
He, even in writing an epistle to the faithful 
brethren at Colosse, meets this very dreadful 
error, which is now so zealously circulated by 
false teachers, who say that Christ is a God, 
and therefore inferior to God the Father. 
Thus, while speaking of Him and cleverly 
opening up some of His many glories, they rob 
Him of His Godhead glory, upon which all 
others depend. But the Apostle Paul dis-
tinctly claims for Him the creatorial glory 
which belongs to God alone. He says, " Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
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of every creature : for by him were all things 
created . . . all things were created by him, 
and for him." (Col. i. 15, 10.) Then, when 
speaking of Christ as the mediator, the One 
who has been received up into glory, he says, 
"The man Christ Jesus." (1 Tim. ii. 5.) 
Thus it is clear that Paul, with all the other 
writers of holy scripture, believed, that Christ 
was God equal with the Father, yet in 
wondrous grace a real Man in heaven. 

The Apostle John also confirms this testi-
mony, and gives a test by which the faithful 
could recognise the true servants of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There must be the confession of 
Jesus Christ come in flesh, for the denial of 
this shews the servant to be a false teacher. 
To confess Jesus Christ " come " is to own His 
deity (for only a divine Person could come), 
and to confess Him come in flesh" is to own 
the One, who is now in heaven, as a real Man. 

The scriptures are simple and plain to those 
whose eyes have been opened, and like a golden 
thread interwoven through some handsome 
piece of texture, so the truth that our Lord 
ever was God, ever will be God, and never 
could be anything less than God (save as re-
gards that which He " became ") equal with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, is plainly seen 
running through the whole • inspired record. 
Then the Bible also as clearly teaches that He 
became a real man, " Who in the days of his 
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flesh, when he had offered up prayers and suppli-
cations with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, and was 
heard in that be feared " (Heb. v. 7) ; though 
necessarily One who stands in contrast to all 
men, for He was and is absolutely " holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," 
and the Book of books also clearly shews that 
He will remain " the Man " throughout the 
ages of eternity. The denial of either His 
deity or manhood is the spirit of antichrist 
which the Apostle John says is already in the 
world (1 John iv. 3), and the advocates of this 
evil teaching are manifestly apostates from the 
truth if they ever professed to hold it. 

Does the reader say, " I cannot understand 
it " ? No human mind can fathom this won-
drous mystery. The Lord Himself when on 
earth said, " No man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father," but the true Christian believes, wor-
ships and adores Him who is the mighty God, 
yet, 0 wondrous grace ! a Man in the cloudless 
light of heaven above. 

We can quite understand any one saying, 
" But if that is the truth, bow is it that He 
was rejected and put to death ?" There are 
two reasons why this was necessary. First, 
sin must be sacrificially met according to the 
holiness of God before He could remove sin 
by power from His universe, and in righteous-
ness forgive and save man. Then, secondly, 
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God in His perfect wisdom saw fit to test this 
world by the presentation of Christ in lowly 
grace. No one but One who is God could fully 
estimate the extent of the ruin and bear the 
judgment due to sin according to the claims of 
God's holiness, and no one unless He was a 
perfect Man could meet on man's behalf his 
deep need. Such an One must be David's Lord 
as well as David's Son (Matt. xxii. 42-49) to 
accomplish the great sacrificial work needed 
for the fulfilment of God's purposes of grace. 

The Old Testament speaks of Him reigning, 
and also of His rejection. (Isa. xxxii. 1; 
1-6.) Now He has been and is still rejected 
by the world, but He shall have dominion 
"from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth " (Psa. lxxii. 8) ; and in the 
meantime Jehovah says to Him : " Sit thou at 
my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool." (Psa. cx. 1; Heb. i. 33.) 

This gives the opportunity for the testing of 
man by the preaching of Christ, man's true 
Head, and thus the love and grace of God 
towards all men • is announced. Man has 
been tested by the law in the nation of 
Israel; he has been tested by the presence 
of Christ on earth; but now he is tested 
by the glad tidings of the glory of Christ. 
The Apostle Peter says, " God bath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ." (Acts ii. 86.) The 
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Apostle Paul says, "The god of this world 
bath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them." (2 Cor. iv. 4.) The Apostle John 
says, " God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." (John iii. 16.) 

The glad tidings of God's grace being now 
preached man's eternal destiny is decided, for 
he either believes and is saved, or he does not 
believe and is damned. (Mark xvi. 16.) The 
Son of God being preached the results are final, 
and man either believes on Him and has eternal 
life, or throughout eternity the wrath of God 
will abide on him. Let us pause and consider 
the solemnity of this fact—the wrath abides, 
for it can never be lifted off the rejecter of the 
Son. (John iii. 36.) The death of Christ having 
sacrificially met all the holy claims of God, and 
thus the love of God made known to all men, 
the issues will remain eternally ; for man either 
comes into blessing, or he will have to depart 
into the lake of fire, " where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched." (Mark ix. 
44.) 

There is no second chance for man. To 
refuse the grace unfolded in Luke i. to xv. is 
to fix the impassable gulf (Luke xvi. 26) be-
tween the refuser and the God of all grace, 
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and to render his case eternally hopeless. 
The apostles (the Spirit in the scriptures) warn 
men, but do not speak of a " larger hope," or a 
second chance; and these faithful witnesses, as 
the Lord Himself did, solemnly warn men of 
the eternal peril to which they expose them-
selves by refusing God's glad tidings. 

But, exclaims a reader, do we not read that 
" Sodom and her daughters shall return to 
their former estate"? (Ezek. xvi. 55.) And how 
about those who did not wilfully mean to reject 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God ? Then, 
again, where will the persons come from who 
will inhabit the millennial earth ? 

These questions are easily answered, but let 
us remember that the result of either accept-
ing or rejecting God's message of grace is final 
and eternal. It is either salvation or the judg-
ment of God ; eternal life or the wrath of God 
abiding on him ; the blessedness of being with 
God eternally or everlasting fire. (Matt. xxv. 
34, 41, 46.) The foolish virgins, having missed 
their chance, were excluded, and when they 
cry, "Lord, Lord, open to us," the answer is, 
" I know you not." (Matt. xxv. 11, 12.) Then 
to those who could plead, "Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works ?" He will say, " I 
never knew you : depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity." (Matt. vii. 22, 23.) And, again, when 
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some will say to Him, " We have eaten and 
drunk in thy presence," He will say, " I tell 
you, I know you not whence ye are ; depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity." (Luke 

26, 27.) Hence teachers of a "larger 
hope," or a second chance after death, shew by 
their teaching that they are unfaithful ser-
vants, subverting the word of truth. 

The subject of Ezekiel xvi. is the city of 
Jerusalem, and the final result of accepting or 
rejecting the gospel is not even alluded to. 
Neither is the resurrection of persons taught 
or mentioned in the chapter. The prophet was 
to cause Jerusalem to know her abominations. 
To those who were filled with 'pride because 
of being the natural seed of Abraham be was 
to make known that the founder of the city 
was an Amorite who had married a Hittite. 
It was not founded by Abraham and Sarai, and 
the Lord was pleased to choose it when it was 
in a pitiful state. He then adorned it and 
placed His name there, but its idolatrous guilt 
had exceeded that of Samaria. Though it had 
had wonderful privileges, yet its corruption 
exceeded all other cities on earth, and therefore 
its state was more serious through having had 
greater light. In doing that which is hateful' 
to God it was a sister to Samaria and even 
Sodom. 

The argument of the passage is, that when 
the city of Sodom and the towns •around it 
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"shall return to their former estate," then 
Jerusalem and the towns around it shall return 
to their former estate, and that means they 
never will. The reader should carefully notice 
that it is the cities and their towns, and not the 
individuals who inhabited them. The former 
guilty inhabitants of these cities cannot return 
to their former estate. They will be raised 
(not return) from the dead at the resurrection 
of judgment. (John v. 29, RN.) No one who 
dies could ever return to his former state, 
neither will be have the privilege of hearing 
the gospel again; for he will come forth from 
the grave "unto the resurrection of life," or 
"unto the resurrection of judgment " (John v. 
29, R.V.); and if the latter, he will prove the 
truth of the solemn word, " after this [deathl 
the judgment." (Heb. ix. 27.) , Ponder well, 
dear reader, after death the scriptures speak of 
the judgment, but not of a second chance, or 
the opportunity of hearing the gospel once 
more. 

To say that Ezekiel xvi. teaches that persons 
will be raised from the dead to hear and believe 
the gospel during the millennium is an entirely 
false use of the passage, and an attempt by 
Satan's dupes to set aside the plain teaching of 
the word of God. This chapter shows there is 
no hope for those who live without God, for 
those who die in their sins, for they have 
missed their golden opportunity. The day of 
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salvation, an acceptable time, for them has 
passed for ever. They lived without God and 
died in that condition, and thus proved them-
selves to be those who would not believe divine 
testimony in creation (Psa. xix. 1 ; Rom. i. 20; 
x. 18), or that given through Moses and the 
prophets. (Luke xvi. 81.) Iu appealing to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem God uses a strong 
figure of speech, seeking in His great mercy to 
reach their conscience, to shew them that their 
condition was beyond all hope so far as they 
were concerned, and that they could only be 
blessed through His sovereign mercy. There 
was just as much hope for Sodom as Jerusalem, 
and when the one returned to its former estate 
the other would, but this was impossible for 
both Sodom and Jerusalem. 

Nevertheless, though their return to their 
former estate was impossible, and in their eyes 
their bones are dried, and their hope lost (Ezek. 
xxxvii. 11), yet God will remember His covenant 
with Jerusalem (see Ezek. xvi. 8) and establish 
an everlasting covenant. Then, remembering 
their ways, they would be ashamed, and ready to 
receive Samaria and Sodom as sisters, who, 
with them, had proved that mercy alone could 
meet them in their lost estate. " But not by 
thy covenant. And I will establish my covenant 
with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord." (Ezek. xvi. 61, 62.) 

The nation of Israel will be restored and 
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Jerusalem will be the centre and joy of the 
whole earth (Pea. xlviii. 1-3), but this will be 
through God Himself fulfilling the terms of 
the new covenant, for under the old 'covenant, 
that is, the one called "thy covenant," every-
thing was lost. (Jer. xxxi. 31-34.) The whole 
nation of Israel, the twelve tribes, will yet he 
restored, and Jerusalem will open its gates to a 
righteous nation. (Isa. xxvi. 1-4.) All Israel 
then living on earth will have been saved by 
the coming of the great Deliverer. (Born. 
xi. 26.) 

Thus the teaching of Ezekiel xvi. is clear. 
There is no more hope for Jerusalem than for 
Sodom under the old covenant, for the blessing 
then depended on their works, and apart from 
the intervention of God in sovereign mercy 
neither city could come into blessing. But 
this principle of God intervening in sovereign 
mercy opens the door for God in the future to 
bless Jerusalem and Sodom, though the guilt 
of the former is greater than the latter on 
account of God having directly communicated 
His will concerning man on earth to Israel. 

There is a simple principle common in the 
holy scriptures which many appear to stumble 
over. God promised Abraham that in his seed 
all nations of the earth should be blessed. 
This, though the principle is seen in the 
gospel, has never been fulfilled. It will be, 
when the whole world is subject to Christ, 
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during the world to come, and this promise 
does not raise the question of the eternal 
portion of those who die prior to the accom-
plishment of the promise. This is settled by 
their acceptance or rejection of God's com-
munications to man in the particular period in 
which they lived. The nation of Israel is to 
be blessed in a future day, and we read that 
" all Israel shall be saved." (Rom. xi. 26.) This 
clearly does not refer to those who have died, 
but to the twelve tribes then alive on earth in 
contrast t3 the two who were recovered from 
Babylon. In like manner the intervention of 
God in mercy enables God to bless Jerusalem 
or Sodom, but the former inhabitants will not 
be there. Those who are then living there 
will all be righteous individuals knowing the 
Lord. (Jer. xxxi. 34.) Those who have died, 
of the class that "have done good," will be 
reigning with Christ over the earth, and those 
who have died, " that have done evil," will not 
even be raised .from the dead until after the 
millennium, after "the thousand years were 
finished." (Rev. xx. 5.) 

Then, before Jerusalem can be the centre of 
the earth, " Zion shall be redeemed with judg-
ment." (Isa. i. 27.) Thus purified, those left 
in the city will be holy (Isa. iv. 2-4), and the 
word of the Lord will go forth from Jerusalem. 
It will then be the holy city, and its name will 
be, " The Lord is there." (Ezek. xlviii. 35.) 
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Thus Jerusalem will be blessed, though not by 
returning to its former estate, but by God 
bringing in glory and blessing surpassing any-
thing known in the past, and this will not be on 
the principle of their returning, or their works, 
but God moving in sovereign mercy when, 
according to man, all hope was lost. 

During the present interval all men are being 
tested by the presentation of the gospel, as 
previously they have been by the law, the 
prophets and the presence of Christ on earth ; 
but the present test is final, and there is no 
hope for those who miss the blessing now, for 
God has nothing further or better to offer to 
man. Hence we read, " Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned 
[condemned, R.V.]." (Mark xvi. 15, 16.) " He 
that believeth on him is not condemned : but 
he that believeth not is condemned already." 
(John iii. 18.) Those not won .by the gospel 
are manifested as irreconcilables, and not• only 
is there no passage of scripture which holds 
out the hope that some will have the op-
portunity of hearing the gospel after death, 
or when they have been raised 'from the dead, 
but it is plainly shewn in the scripture that 
there is no :hope for those who die in their sins. 
"All that are in the graves" will come forth, 
but it is either "unto the resurrection of life " 
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or " unto the resurrection of judgment." (John 
v. 29, R.V.) They will come forth at the resur-
rection of the just (Acts xxiv. 15), the resurrec-
tion from the dead (Mark ix. 10), the first 
resurrection (Rev. xx. 6) ; or else at the 
resurrection of the unjust (Acts xxiv. 15), the 
resurrection of judgment (John v. 29, R.V.), 
when all the dead from the sea, the grave, 
those in the unseen world must stand before 
God, and this is one thousand years after the 
completion of the first resurrection. (Rev. xx. 5.) 
But notice, dear reader, there is no third com-
pany who will hear the gospel after they have 
been raised from the dead, or after death. 
These errors 'are inventions of the human 
mind, and clearly originate with the father of 
lies with the object of deceiving souls, and 
thus blinding them to the solemn truth of 
their eternal danger. That this delusion should 
have become popular is easily understood, as 
the wish in the natural mind is often the parent 
of the thought. Numbers are thus deceived 
through not prayerfully testing what is pub 
forth by the unerring standard of God's holy 
word. Let not the reader be thus deceived, 
for the man who dies unjust' will be raised 
unjust at the resurrection of judgment; and 
the man who is unjust at the coming of Christ 
will remain unjust (Rev. xxii. 11), and there 
is no hope of an ultimate salvation for him 
according to the scriptures of truth. After 
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death the judgment is what we read there 
(Heb. ix. 27), and not of a second chance, or 
of any hearing the gospel once more. 

This present world, the dispensation, or age 
that now is, will end by " the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." (Titus ii. 13.) For the world to come 
will be publicly ushered in by the Lord Jesus 
being revealed from heaven " with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power ; when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe." (2 Thess. i. 7-10) Let each 
reader observe the words of holy scripture, for 
vengeance falls on two classes, namely, those 
who "know not God" (which would include 
even the heathen) and those who obey not the 
gospel. If there had been another chance, if 
that were the truth that some are to have the 
gospel once more presented for their accept-
ance, it would have been mentioned in this and 
other passages. But this hope, dear reader, is 
not in scripture, and beware therefore of trust-
ing to the words of men. Man's opinion can 
only last for time, but God's word abides for 
ever. Hence let none be so foolish as to be-
lieve that the gospel will again be preached to 
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those who were not won through its precious 
testimony while living on earth, for vengeance 
will fall on those who know not God, though 
they may not have heard it during God's 
acceptable time. The present is the day of 
God's grace for all. It says, " Behold, now is 
the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of 
salvation." (2 Cor. vi. 2.) The truth is that 
God now addresses all men, and therefore all 
are responsible. Those who hear have a double 
responsibility, but all are responsible because 
all are addressed, and so it says, " He that 
believeth not shall be damned." (Mark xvi. 16.) 
Notice, dear reader, it does not say those who 
wilfully reject, but simply "He that believeth 
not." 

Since Christ ascended (Acts i. 9), and the 
Holy Spirit came (Acts ii. 1-4), God has been 
gathering out of the world a people for His 
name (Acts xv. 14; Eph. i. 4), who form the 
church, which is the body of Christ and the 
house of God (Eph. i. 22 ; 1 Tim. iii. 15.) 
When the church is complete the Lord will 
send forth His assembling shout of joy, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first, then the living 
will be changed and caught up together 'with 
those who will have been raised from the dead 
and both will be for ever with the Lord. 
(1 Them. iv. 16-18.) 

The scriptures also state " When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
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appear with him in glory." (Col. iii. 4.) When 
the Lord comes it will be "with ten thousands 
of his saints." (Jude 14.) When Christ is 
present His own will be with Him in visible 
glory. (1 Cor. xv. 23 ; Rev. xxi. 24.) When 
He reigns those who form the church will 
reign with Him. (Rev. xx. 4.) 

It is thus clear that as long as the church is 
here Christ has not appeared, He is not 
present, He has not come ; for otherwise the 
heavenly saints would be on the thrones reign-
ing with Him. (Rev. xx. 4.) Then it is also 
clear that if those who form the church are to 
come with Him, they must first be caught up 
so as to be able to come with Him. Hence 
the Spirit speaks of both " The coming of. our 
Lord Jesus Christ," and also of " our gathering 
together unto him." (2 Thess. ii. 1.) 

We, like the virgins in Matthew xxv. 1-12, 
are called upon to go forth to meet Him. Our 
portion is to be gathered to Him, or according 
to the words of the parable, to go in with the 
Bridegroom. Hence our Lord said, "And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also." (John xiv. 3.) 
Let us notice that the scriptures do not speak 
of the heavenly saints as being here on earth 
and Christ present, though unknown to the 
world, but of their translation and of their 
being "for ever with the Lord." (1 Thess. iv. 
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17.) The Bible does not speak of some secret 
coming known only to His people and they 
still remaining on earth, but of their being 
where He is in His Father's presence. (John 
xiv. 1-3.) He will keep the church from the 
great time of trouble coming on the earth-
dwellers by taking them to be with Himself 
where He is. (Rev. iii. 10.) 

Then when those who. form the church have 
been translated to heaven God will once again 
work amongst the Jews—His earthly people. 
The Jewish brethren (Matt. xxv. 40.) will 
commence to announce the coming of their 
Messiah. This gospel will be preached to all 
nations (Matt. xxiv. 14), but the so-called 
christian nations to whom the glad tidings of 
Christ glorified is now preached will be blinded 
so as to believe a lie. (2 Thess. ii. 9-12.) Those 
nations that are more enlightened now, having 
refused the gospel of God's grace, will be 
judicially blinded, and God will in His mercy 
greatly bless the gospel preached through Jews 
to those nations who have not had such great 
privileges. Large numbers will receive these 
Jewish brethren, and believe their testimony 
and look far the coming Deliverer. The wheat 
•—those who form the church—will have been 
gathered into the barn, according to the 
parable (Matt. xiii. 30), but the corners of the 
field and the gleanings will be gathered after-
wards. (Lev. xxiii. 22.) Thus, through God's 
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mercy, there will be a work of grace after the 
church has been translated amongst those 
nations who have not had the privileges that 
the professing christian nations have enjoyed 
(the corners of the field, Lev. xxiii. 22), and also 
amongst those under the age of responsibility 
(the gleanings, Lev. xxiii. 22) in the countries 
where the gospel of God's grace had been 
preached. The remainder of those from whence 
the wheat had been gathered will be given up 
to the strong delusion, having already been 
bound in bundles (Matt. xiii. 30), and will re-
ceive very severe judgment from the hand of 
God. (Rev. xiv. 19, 20 ; xviii. 20 ; Matt. xiii. 
40-42.) God in His goodness first sends man 
the offer of blessing, as seen in Pharaoh and in 
the Jews who were invited to the great supper, 
but when the message is finally rejected He 
gives man up to hardness of heart. (Rom. ix. 
17, 18; Luke xiv. 24.) Therefore, if the reader 
is not ready to meet God, let him not trifle or 
delay, but at once "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ " (Acts xvi. 31), and then seek grace to 
daily live to Him. 

It is quite true that many will be saved after 
the church has been translated, but these will 
be gathered from amongst the nations which 
are now in darkness. Those who merely had 
the profession of Christianity, those left on earth 
of the responsible church after the translation 
of the true, will be spued out of the Lord's 



THE DAWN OF •THE MILLENNIUM. 	31 

mouth. (Rev. iii. 16.);11They will fall away and 
come under the strong delusion (2 Thess. 
3, 11), and finally the judgment will overtake 
them. (Rev. xvi. 19 ; xvii. 16, 17 ; xviii. 8.) 
Still, God will work in His mercy both in the 
corners of the field and amongst the gleanings 
(Lev. xxiii. 22), and many on account of faith-
fulness to Christ will be slain (Rev. vi. 9-11, 
xv. 2, 3), and these will have part in the first 
resurrection and in the heavenly part of the 
age to come. (Rev. xx. 4; Matt. xiii. 43). Then 
there will be some blessed from each of the 
twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. vii. 1-8), also a 
number of Jews (those from Judea) who will 
be in the land prior to the gathering of the 
twelve tribes (Rev. xiv. 1-5), and also a com-
pany of Gentiles who are given priestly privi-
lege (Rev. vii. 9-17), as well as the nations 
who accept the testimony of the Jewish breth-
ren. (Matt. xxv. 34-41; Rev. xxi. 24.) It is 
therefore clear that God will still work in the 
blessing of souls in His mercy, but it is also 
clear that the professing christian nations will 
be given up to the strong delusion. (2 Thess. 
11; Rev. xviii. 8.) It is also clear that there is 
no hope for those who do not live to God in 
this life. (1 Pet. iv. 6.). 

The coining of Christ, the translation of the 
church, the public establishment of the world 
to come haVing not yet taken place the gospel 
still goes forth. Those who believe can rejoice 
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in hope of the glory of God (Rom. v. 2), can 
walk in the light of the Lord (Isa. ii. 5 ; Bev. 
xxi. 10-27), and in the power of the Spirit 
they can now enjoy, before it is dispensationally 
established, the wonderful blessing which will 
soon be displayed in the day of manifestation. 
(John xvi. 13.) 

In conclusion we feel bound to solemnly warn 
the reader against either listening to men or 
reading the books of those who deny the in-
spiration of scripture, the resurrection of 
Christ, the deity or manhood of our Lord, or 
who speak blasphemously of the glorious Person 
of Christ as being exalted to divinity, or ceasing 
to be a real man; or who teach that Christ is 
now present, or that some will have another 
opportunity of hearing the gospel again after 
they have been raised from the dead. It is 
clear that all who- advance such thoughts are 
false teachers, emissaries of Satan, sent to 
delude and' hinder souls from receiving the 
truth in the love of it. Therefore, if the reader 
values his soul, let him flee from all such, and 
place his whole confidence in the Christ of God, 
who is worthy to be trusted, and who is God 
over all, blessed for evermore; yet a real •Man 
—a real living Saviour in the glory of God. 
This will bring him peace in the present and 
glory with Christ in the future, besides the 
privilege of sharing His rejection during the 
remainder of his sojourn on earth. 


