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Last sunday evening, dear friends, I was pointing out that in
the enistle to the Romans - in connection with every section - you
have the rPerson of Christ presented in a new way. HNext, you have
the doclrine livingly presented in the Person snd that is, you see,
one wonderful thing in connection with this Person. God has been
revealed and you havein Christ, a ':un sccording to the mind of God.
I mean cverything that is according to the mind of God is livingly
presented in "the men Christ Jesus'. That is, practicslly, the
meaning of "objective truth". Vhat is "objective™ is - God has made
it good in one Person, '"the men Christ Jesus". Then it is put right
in us; and that is called "subjective™. It 1s° in Christ objectively.
It has got to be brought to pass by the working of the Holy Spirit
in Divine grace in us. Every christian understands, more'or less,
that Christ has died for his sins. ZEut christians generally do not
understand what is unfolded in connection with tie work of God within
use. In the 7th., chapter of Romans it does not raise the question of
acts, but it simply deals with what is inside the christian. Iow that
is of the greatest moment, and if you do not see that you vill miss the
object of the chapter and misunderstand the teaching. I will repeat:-
the 7th., chapter of Romans ~ it is vhat goes on within and not what is
allowed without, For instance, take the man, he wants %o please God -
his whole desire is to please God. This is not & man that makes allow-
ance for sin. "If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the

law that it 1s good. Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin

that dwelleth in me".
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Tais scripture has been u3ed to teach the worst wickedness that could
be. dut all this shews there is not a care in looking to see what is
the truc meaning. I have knovm such people. There was & man, &
professor of christianity, and he used to sit in the public-house and
get drunk and defend it by this scriptare. Feople told lies and then
said it was not them dbut sin in then. It is wickedness of the worst
kind. I will try to make plain what is the teaching of the chapter.
You. must remember that Paxl brings no personal experience. It is not
exactly th.e azperience of rfaul ox anyone elee, because no one ever had
this ex;erience. But Paul, he t‘gg_qg_llt the experience so that he could
write it. Thus, in the 7th. chapter, a man never does the right thing;
but in tlhie 8th. chapter, he never does a wrong thing. ilell, there is
no such man on the face of the earth. There is no person that never

did aHehing right and there is never a man that did amyihdsg wrong.
nothing nothing

Vhy does he speak thus? To present the thing properly, it is:- you

must judge your own experience. Paul vas a man, outwardly he was a
blameless creature - so he tells us. The law sald:- "You must not steal",
Paul could say:- "I never have stolen". Something else? "Ho, I never

did that"., Nine points of the law, that is how Paul could talk. Bus
then there was the tenth commandment and tie t+ commandmen ¢ said;~ "Thou
shalt not covet" Paunl says:;- "I am dore" '"Death is my portion“.

And now, dear friends, what is coveting? '"Coveting" is "just desiring".
"Thou shalt not have a @esire". Was the desire something that ha had
outside or something inside? Now that is just it in this chapéér. He

personifies the inward movement and he deemé that, rightly, as SIN .
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That is, you are wal:ing along tne strast and you see & person vho
has a beautiful little pony. 7Tow say:- "I would like that". If you
really desire that pony, that is coveting; that would be sin. But
this ig e¢nbirely inside of you. Wow the real plague %o every true christ-
ian iz zot what is outside ~ but vhat is inside and it is what is
inside that troubles him. And he says:~ "If I were truly converted,
would I desire that pony"? Now that is just what you have ir the 7th.
of Romans. Now remember he is speaking of anyone 'é emotions ~ feeligygs,
and not sins committed. I will tell you what took place soue yéars
ago in foroato. I was there snd gave an address. (Ithink it was on
this very scripture). And you know, at tie close of the address, a
man walked up to me. I could 9ee he seemed very upset. So I &
said:- "Good evening". He said:- "I never told a lie". "What do
you mean"? "I never told a lie". '".ell, I don't understuad you",
"You said I told a lie". "I haven't said so". "It was sin in me
told a lie". "1 am sure no sin in you ever told a lie! It was Jou: )
8in couldn't tell a 1lje"! Vhy! my dear friends, how could sin
tell a liet? If a lie isg told, your lips move and therefore it is
you and not sin. Don't you see?~ that man had sinned and would excuse him\-
gelf; be would justify it from this very scripture of excuse himself. |
He took the address home to himself. Now if he had been right with
God he would not have said:- "sin told a lie". He would have said:-
"Yes, brother, I did lie". <That is #imple confession. The other is
all wrong. Now look, dear friends, supinosing you are in difficult
circumstances and there is a suggestion to say something which would be
a lie. Ah! what can you do? "Oh", you can say, "that sugzestion is

sin". And you do not allow your lips to move. Now dear friends, that
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is not you; that is sin., The sugrestion within, that- you can say -
is sin. 3ut if your lips wove, then it is sin; that is, you can no¥
more say:~ "it is no woxe IV, Tue plugu.e_ to every real soul is
the sin within. The "withouit"” is settled in two minutes. The man
becomes anxious about his soul and hears that Christ has put away all
his sin and he believes it: the whole thing is settled. But the
"within" is not settled so easily as that. It is the plague of many
ga3ox¥s & soul. And that was dear friemds, in connection with the
people of I=srael and so they vandered for thirty8eight years. And
that, figuratively, as in the present, is the 7th. of Romans. They have
not learned this. After thirty-eight years, if you remenmber, the
Spirit tells usg, they journeyed towapds the sun's rising. That is
really, in figure, the 8th. of Romans - from that me moment onwards.
And that, dear friends, is just how 1% is with many & christian: they
wander, stumble and all that year after year. Ah! dear friends, it is
becanse the real lesson has not been learned.

fow I wanted tonight to put four things before you. I wanted you
to notice in the first verse of the 8th., chapter where there is a new \
position and condition. It is a new position which .aints never had befoie
In the second verse there is a new princdple of 1ife; and the third verée
a new condemnation; and in the fourth, there is new practige i;‘lowing
from it. Now we will go back & little and look at tne difficﬁlty 80
‘thut the man is brought to speak of these four things. The first thing
is;~- the man learns there is no good in him. “hat Paul says is this:
tut remember, he is not speaking of anything he has done, he is speaking

of himself.
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And he says there is "no good in" him. I was walking through the
streets of Birminghem one day and a brother was walking with me,

and we were talking. And on the way to the station he said:-

"You know the brethren are not very gracious". Oh! aren't they"?
"o, they are not". ™Ah"! I said, "Mr. F-—-, have you got any good
in you"? "Why do you ask me that? You mow I haventt". ™iell,

I thou~bi{ perhaps you thought you had - btecause you expect something
in your brethren". Ah! you expect something in your brethren .
becanse you Gon't mow yourself. My dear friends, that is how we
expose ourselves. "Ah" he said to me "it is an object lesson and
that is me'. It went home a2d he was thankful. Never expect from
any person but only expect from Chrigt and you will find a great deal
will come to you through the people of God. I think I mentioned
this l2st weak, but I will rcpeat it because of its importaace.

A crab-amnule ¥xem ie an spvle very differeat from 2 nice, sweet appls.
I was staying with a brother and I went dew his smrden. I said:-
"hat nice-looking epples!" He smiled: "iAre you going to try one"?
¥ol  “thy"? "Phey are no good"™ . I said:-~ "they look so good".
vJust try one; aren't you mistaken"? "Ue" he said; "you try one

and see if youn like it". I tried. I gald:;~ "Dear me"! He had
learned his lesson; the tree was no good. Have yoa ever been brought
to write "NO GOOD" across your own breast? That is the great
hindrance to thousands of christians. \/e huve not sufificiently
written "no good" across our own breasts end so we are content to
gpeak of others and say all kinds of things. ‘..‘la would hold our
tongues 1f we wrote "NO GOOD" - "NO GOCD" across our own breasts.

It i8 not only "mo good" but & positive wicked principle there -
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devilish, It was the poison in the serpent, it came from the
serpent end you have the effact of that bite in you and I have
it in me. And that is what James says is "devilish" - "devilish" -~
anc 90 it is. BEverything that is bad srﬁings from it and that 1s
in us. I romember once in America calling upon a christian - &
Mrs. Gillett. I could see she had been crying so I said to her:-
“Aren't you well this morning"? "Oh yes" she said. "One of the
children sick"? "Ho. You can see [ have Deeu crying"? "Yes" I
said, “I do". "Ch wall, it is mot that I am sick nor one of the
children. I will 48l you what it is. Vhen I got up this morning
I was happy and ell of a sudden something uerrible came into my
nind. I don't think I can be a christian at all®. '"Ohi" I said,
*ig that itv"e "Yes%,. "Well, Mrs Gillaett, supposing you saw & man
out there that you lmew to be a most profene man, and yon invited him
intn this house; wourld you bz swrprised of he swore™y "Do you know
that man is in you - in every one of uns"? “wnat do you mean'?
"You have hin in you". "Lverything that emanates from him is bad,
énd he is in you; his name is "sin". ihis morning that was seen
creeping up and Sa';;an acts upon sin and this suggestion came into
your mind". You want to says~ “that is sin in me". That is the
legson learned in the 20th. verse. There is "no good" in the 18%h.
verse end in tha 20th. well, thare .ls tane terrible principle of sin
in us vhich is called, in James, "dsvilish". Wnat does the person
seek at once? To overcome it. Now wihat have you to learn? You
have to learn that you are powerless. What can you do when 8in is
stronger than yon are and you camnot overcome it?, I8t me ask you -

have you tried for one single day to pass throdgh the day and not for
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one word to be uttered wiih your tongue but what is for the glory
of God: have you ever tried it7 If you h&nre~ not, you try, and you
will soon know the result!  Now, dear friends, every word I utter
should ba to the¢ glory of God. Vell now, who ocan enable 1e to do
that? Caly Christ, that is all. I am powerless of myself. In the
20th. yerge ha learns he is helpless. Directly he learns he is
hel:lzss, the tone of the man is changed., Up %o 'I;he 23rd. verse
he has been askings- "aow can he do it'¢ How he says:- 'Who shall
dgliver nwe? I canmot do it myself". Then his eyes go outside, he
ilooks away from himgelf -~ helpless - and a8 he looks his syes fall
upon Cprist. I thank God, throught Jesus Christ our Lord". God 18"
my D3liverer; God is the One that dalivers me from all that I ah:
but it is "througn Jesus Christ our Lord". Now dear friends, "Sawdur"

i

n

& blgser word than “delivarsr. "Saviour" includes deliverer,
becaaae "Saviour" taltes In tha whole. "A deliverer" - it is a question
of what v vithin ns. Fow ha seys:-~ "I thank (od through Jesus Christ

our Loxrd"s As far a2z ny mind goes, I do the will of Gods that is

ny mind. But with tne flesh in wovement 2ll vhat I am is only sin.
Kow have youn got that? Yow vhen you look out§ide you see that Jesus
Christ the Lord is your Deliverer, btut, dear friends, your mind is
simyly Lo do Gud's will, *ut if you do anything - no matter how nice
it may ve in the flesh - then, de:a.r friends, that is sin. You may
kjow a very poor mam. "Oh, he hes got na dinner”. "I will cook a
dinner and send it %o him". I cook the din er and send the dinner
to W him. Then I go and tell someone about it and then I say I was
a very good person for doing it. That is sin; that is sin. You

896, the credlt is taken to self instead of God.
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Ah? dear friends, ain is so subtle and ofien, you see, we don't
see the sin when the sin is there, Vell now, don't forget, you
can do two things. According to your mind you want to do God's
will. ¥ut remember, think in the flesh,,act in the flesh, speak
or =mnythingy else, well - it can only be sin; and flesh can do
nothiig; vat sin, As to the beat 2f your mind, it i3 to do the will
of God,

low let us come to the first verse of thz sighth chapter:-
“here is nn condamnation™. How I want you to thin: a little of
"gondemnation™. What is condemnation?  “Ch" yon 3ay, "ot judhment®
faite different o judgment - mach stronger than judanent. 'Judgment®
is to stand before the 3Bar of God;~ "after dzath the judgment®.
Sut if the Judge finds that which He disapproves of, he condemns it -
he condemns it. That is "condemmation". Yhere it is rendered
condemnation” in the gospel of John, Ch. 6, ver, 24, rightly it
should be rendered "judgnent". Here, it is "comdemnation". There
is nothing vpon me that Cod can condemn. '"Why! you don't say that'e
\iell, that is what it ssys. "Mecre is no oondemnation to" {who?)
"those in Christ Jesus"™. ™Mhere ic nothing that God can cocndemn.
Now remember 1t is the contrast to the 7th. of Romans. The nan is
alwys condemning himself because of vhut is inside him; he is
dlvways condeming himself. Dut in the 8th. chapter he says:~ "For
those in Cirist Jesus there is nothing God can condemn". Then I
an quite sure I cannot find anything that God can condenn. It the_:e
is nothing God can condemn, thaon there iz nothing I can condemn. »

Now, dear frdénds, as I said - there is a new position. hen
Ten it 48 not a question of what you have dons, nor a question of

chriat dying for your sins, He HAS died for you and risen again.
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But you are "in Christ Jesus" and as in Christ Jesus, there is
xmothing God Himself can condemn. There never can be anything
upon you that God can condemn - "no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus". \hkere was ioaht? \/as he outside the Ark
or inside? He was inside the irk. Vhere is the believer? -
in Christ, going through judgment? No! in Christ who has gone
3‘[1_?_011&1} Judgment on the Cross and up there in trdumph! the
believer is in Him. And under the eye of God, and for fact, he
is in Christ there and, dear friends, there is no condsmnation.
Wow let us see how that answers every desire within.  You want to
be holy according tv God. fThat is just what I am then! I am not
trying to be something - I M. "I must be very proper, you know,
so proper. I nust be quite sure % speak right". Oh dear, dear,
dear!? \.ell, dear friends, get rid of all that humbug; there is
no christianity about that! There is Christ; I am in Him. "'There
is no condemnation" -~ nothing upon a person in Christ that God
Himself could condemn. That is new position, rnew condition. You
teke Adam; he begat a son - as you know -~ Seth, a son in his owm
likeness and he was only & fallen man. How, dear friends, we are
in Christ Jesus and in that position and in that condition there
can be nothing God can condermn. ™"Now wait a bit ; I am sitting on
this chair". You are; but you are in Christ for all that! You

had better look at yourself in Christ - not in those chairs,
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"For the law of the spirit of life -" Qh! whatever is the
meaninrg of this?  The learned, they dispute & great deal over
this verse:- "the law of the spirit of life" Like all divine
things, it is quite gimple - easy as A.B.C,; 1t is learxﬂ.ng that
mekes it difficult. And  their learning - well - it is remarkable
for making difficult the most simple things. An old lady in the
country who never had any learning, she can .easily understand what it
means. Ghat did God do in the beginning? God breathed into man's
nostrils the breath of life. And what did Christ do when He rose
frow the deadi He went into the midst of His own and breathed into
them. Vhat did they got? "Life" -~ direct from Him. Now this
verse tells us WHY “the law of the spirit of 1ife that is in Christ
Jgsus" has set him free. 1In that life, I am free, free, free!
Fpee from whai? - "free from the law of sin and death". Ig there
any need for me to sin? ot not at alli! never should sint Is
there suy need for me to die?  If the Lord comes, I shall not dis.
Ieither sin nor death is v law to $he christian., He may die; he
may yin; vui 1t is no law to him - why? Secause he is under the
low uf grace. Ha has life from Jurlst. That life - received
from Oinins - an! dear frieands, that liss set me free from the law
of sin aad and Jeath. .Ii; vas in the 7th. of Romans that man had
not gut power. Now there is powsr in this life to enjoy the One
through “hoia God speaks. THe says that He is in Him and says that
His life operates in Mim. As that operates in him, he is free from
the law of sin and death.

low, dear t'ricnds,.v:e must go to the brd. verse. There is &

new judgment and & new condemmation., \hen man sinned, God said
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ha should die. Now what hes God done? "What law could not do in
thet it was weak through the flesh -"  fThe law could not bring
deliverance because the flewsii was weak., The law could have told
you what to do, but it wus weak Lecause the flesh coul;l not carry
it out. "What the law could not do in that is was weak through
the flesh'. " -« in that the law was week through the flesh -"
I fall overboard - over the side of the ship and you throw a rope
that is one foot too short, you are "wesk' to save me. 3But you are
"weak" through the rope - you are weak through the rope being a foot
too short. llow the law was weak "?;hrough the flesh". Wihat law
could not do God, sending His Son #112 the likeness" (not "in", but
"in its likeness"} "and condemned sin in the flesh". God condemned the
whole of your sinful condition; God poured out His judement upon it;
God has had His say to 1t. He has dealt with i+t; dealt with all I
em as & sinful being. God has dealt with 1t - sacrificially dealt
witk i1t . Vhy? So that He may give you the spirit which is the
principle of life "in Christ Jesus" so that there can be new practice.
Do you see the four "mews"? I have a naw position in Him in Divine
grace '"in Christ Jesus"; a new life, for His life operates in me; and,
dear friends, & new condemnation; God had condemned all that I am when
Christ was made sin. And God's power meets everything so that there
can be new practice that I may "wali not afisr the flesh but after the
Spirit". Two men set out one day to walk aoross the snows and the
question was, who could vwalk the 3:ix stralghiesi. And the one started
out. How careful he wag! and he put that foot down just right, and .

the other just right. The other man started off and this onesaid.;-\
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"How careless that fellow i1s! he will make a crooked one! And the
second got acrces the ficle long scfore the first one. 'm'e first ?
one thoughts~ "his will be crocked" ™I have been so careful', At
last he got across and theu locked back. "Why" he said, " you walked
straight end look how crooked I walked". "I was so careful". The
othsr gaid:- "You looked at your feet. 1 looked at the tree and walked
%0 the tree. I walked to the tree and you to your feet". ih} dear
friends, if you walk to your feet you will make a crooked one. You
will pat yourself on the back aud think you are "A.l." "I am all
righi¥, No you are not! you are walking as crooked as can be. If
I want to walk straight across, God tells me I am in Him and His life
operates in me. If you have Him before you and you are in the enjoy-
ment of that, with nothing but godly walk, that is "new vractice" -
new practice . These four '"new's" - they are of Christ Himself. I
will just rapeat that becamse the first verse is so misunderstood.
I remember in Americe walking along a road and I got into donversation
with ¢ wman. Thet men told me he was a christian. I often do it -~ I
agsk christians questions. I said:~ "Vhat is the meaning of this;-
"there is ma therefore no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus™? "Well, I don't quite know; but I expect it is 'the blood
of Jesus Christ, Gud's Son, cleanseth us from all sin". "Do you
think thet is whet it means?"  "Yes". “fhea why doesn't it oay so"g
"I don't guite know"., Does it mesn what it doesn't say"? "It

would hardly meen whut iv doesn't say". ".bat does it say"? - nothing
avout the Blood in i¢"
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"Well, it cannot mean the blood; vhatever can 1t mecan? Uell,
where was Hoah™- In the ark. And where are you? Vell, you
are in Christ. Dozgn't the verse say so? Vell it does. Vall
then is it drue or not? iell it must ©3 trua”. ™,hat doee it
gay? Yell, it eoys we "are in Christ Jesas". ilow 3o you believe
it? Are you in Christ Jesus? Are you In that One up there in
tze Clory in «il His perfect beauty and everything else?™ 'miell,
it seems it can hardly be so". "Doas it say so"? '™Migll it must
be so”. That is what it does say. Ah} dear friends, what a wonderful
thing? Look at &ll the spiritunl periection of ti.6t One in Heaven
and that is how I am with God. On! d.earAfrieuds, it is not only
somsthing negative, it is something positive and bacause of the
positive “there can be no condemnation™.  You have a: a little boy
end he doesn't speak very nicely; you condemn it. There cun never
te arything of that kind in Christ Jesus. Everything is right:
avary movement right: every thought quite right and there is nothing
that God could condemn. it is a wonderiul fact. "Ah", you say,
but tuere is 2o mach that is wrong". But you are looking at the

wan ag ne is; this is "in Christ Jesus". *Well, you must look

at man &8 he isg". "0f course nowl'. But listen! if you are in

Chris+t Jesus, the life of Christ Jesus is in you; and as that life
opexatcy, you are free ~ iree from sin and death. As jyou live

enjoylng Curigt - und so, In liis life - you are free from sin and
death und you may not die. Christians are not bound to die. They
may, you know, but they are not bound to die. If tie Lord should
come and take us all to Heaven tonight without dying it is a fact

that sin and death is no law because Divine grace hus given us the



