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As 1 announced last week, dear friends, my thought was to go
on to the 6th. chapter of Romans. 3But considering the importance
of the second half of the 5th. chapter, I concluded it would be
wvise to g0 over a few of the thoughts once again. Yow to get the
benefit of what is in my mind, I will ask you to remanber a renari
I made that the whole Bitle is just a history of two men. Those
tw nen are Adem and Christ - the first man, and the last Adem.
And, you know, if you can read right through the history of men -
right dovn from the beginning - it is only the expression of what
Adam is. All the black deeds, everything that has ever takcn
place is siuply what idam vas - manifested and seen in the eyes of
God and nan. Wow on the other hand, if you go through aud ses
anything that is of God ( %take for instaace, Abel, Ioan } did jou
ever notice this expressiont - '"the Spirit of Christ vhich wus in
then". VWhen you seg Lbel, and he is moving in a right dirsction,
thet is the "Spirit of Christ™  And it is not vhat Abel ves
naturally, because Abel nattrally, was simply %the ssme as Gain.
But God’s grace had made him different. So that to sum up, the
Bible eiuply presents two men; snd if I want to ses vhat I an
naturally, I can never learn it by myself. I sat at many & table
during the wax and I heard many denounce the Germans ; "those
horrible fellows®. A4h! my dear friends, end there were horridblie
things done. Zut I noticed one thing with all the people that
nade muck of it, they forgot one thing and thet was:~ what the
Germans did was only a manifestation of their owm heards - thal ig
all, I can read the history of Israel %o seg what 1 am, and it
is no good for me to deuounce them and say how black they vere;
that is myselfi I look around and see the most terrivle things
talking plece. I nust says~ "that is me". So that wherever I loolk,
viaather it is Ieathendom or corporate Christianity, .herever there
is anthing contrary to God, I only see what I am by naturs. You
will remember sone years ago when & man saw anotlier who wes (oing
tophung, saids- “fhere goes go-and-so - dut for fhe Crace of Goudl.

TIZ we have been preserved, iV is only the Grace of God tiat has

done i%. If we have not gone wrong, it is only beacuse e have
beex mercifully preserved by the Grace of God. well now, the
3ible is only %the history of two men - not one.

Just for a little this evening, first of all I will take Adanm,

the Tirst men. ifark! he was the first man. 3But you say:- "Qubbish?
thers was a race of men before". KE VAS THB FINST MAN. "Sut
scientists can prove -  Scientists! a lot of fools when on that!
and I will tell jyou why. They leave God out ~ deave God out.
And, as I was saying a% a table on Salurday, the scripture says not
exaotly “the fool hath said in hie heart thers is no God". “ihers
ig" is not there. %ie fool hath sald in his heart -~ no God" "uo
God""no God". e does not say it with his lips - no -« tut in his
neart"., That is the language of our hearts:- "no God". Ah! dear
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friendsy, it is not thinking of someone else. Let us take werniang
by it. Let us remembsr, scripture says he vas the FIRST Liall.

Now evil did not come into the moxe Universe of God by tae first
mat. How could evil coms into the Universe of God when there

was no one bubt God? I will tell you ~ I cannot understand or
explain -~ or attempt to. i can only just tell you it Gid, and

t vas found in a beantifel angel. You can read it for yourself

in the 28th. chapter of Emekiel. Then this beautiful sngel

beging o think of the very beauty God had given him ~ ke vas
fallen; that is how evil caus in. Aund evil made tremendous
strides; so nmuch so, that vhen we vead in the Book of Genesis

ve find that this globec was covered with darkness.

And now, dear friends, Gué corkrences W move. And God

mekes & man; and man is lower tham aa angel. And God w@s going

to overcome evil with good ~ by matn. I waat you to nctice that

CGod did n0v melke some wonderful being % beat the angel that hed
fallen; Hs put = litlle weak man in $tuat CGarden and says:- » [ am
going to overcome by man". Satan saysz- "I will see you don?'t
overcome by wman”. That is the whole - just from the first to the
end. God says:~ "1 am going 0 overcoms by maun' and Sadan saysi-
*You shsll not: overcome by man®™.  And so, dear frisnds, thaers 1s
an lmumense struggle between good and avil; that is zoino on.

I will asikt you to notice that when Adan was placed in tiie Cardsn

of Zden, every advanitege over the eneny was giver o Adaa. XHe uas
sarroundsd by everyohing that shewed the gooduess of God. A4nd
there was ouly way Uy which hs could fall; and that g "disobedience”
He had ewmy everyihing a good Creator could zi¥e him. And there vas
only ong avemme %y which Satan could succeed in the fall, snd that
wves -~ as you mov -~ the way that Adam Sook. In tihe nidst of the
Garden there were Hwo trees. The Tirst tree was the "Mree of Life.
tod's zreat thought for man was "life®. That is the great thing
that God desired men to have. Wowv I am afraid directly I mention
®1ife", I mention a subject thav veople very littls understand. I
don’t meen scientifically. I camoct explain life scientificsally,
‘but I can tell you the idea of vhat "life™ is according to Cod. If
you lift your eyes o Glory tonight and youw see a ilau in the Glory,
1iving by all the blecsedness of what God is - tix 5 is "life". xiw
Life that we are occupied with is simply the "vital spark™ and
gcripture never calls Zhat "life'.  Scripture does not ggy i% is
not life - and you must not. I% 1s life - dbut it is not vhai
scripture calles life. The vital spark 1c there, but it is shew-
ing all the blessedness of God Himself. Look at the vital spark -
if you will - in the erson of Christ. He is in all the blessed-
ness of God; and that is "life". God's great thought for man was
"1ife®. But for every man to have life, good and evil must he
developsd, and good must triwmph over evil. So God not only
placed the Trea of Lyfe in the Garden, He placed the Tree of kmow—

ledge of Good and Evil. "How" he says, "you are not to take of that
trae".
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Well that was the test as to wheiher he would be obedieat. Adam
could not solve the ppodlem of good and evil and so he was mt to
teke of that tree; he vms to leave it alone. Adanm wes like many
of the scientists today - he thought he could golve it. 3it no

men can solve it ~ no man of Adam®s race. Hovw, dear friends, I

am very briefly going to prove to you how God has solved it.

Thig vhole world was filled with wickeGness and everyoas tiat was
born into it was born under the power of evil. 4ad ithere was a
virgln and she had 2 babe and that babe was a holy bebe. Thet isg
the first triumph mg of good over evil. She was fallen, ihe
reputed father was fellen. As you lmow, he vas not tae Tatisr, he
wes the legal fathsr - simply the legal father - not the father in
reality at all. Ho, dear friends, iiary was simply (what weFuoulid
gey in ocur language) "engeged to Josepk”. And because she ves
engagsd, the geed belonged 0 Josepli. So He wasg Joseph's firsi-
born and heir %0 ak everything coseph hed - but only in that sense
vag he the fether. The nmomeat that bebs was born, thers was a
bebe, and there wag only good thers. And the zood was brouzat out
I migh% say - from au unclean women. Good has triumphed. Job said:
twho can oring a clean thing from an wnclesn™? Ah?! God has, liary,
intrinsically, she wvas & fallen women just the seme as your mother;
but ghe vias taken up by the Gracs of (od, and what Grace dld, that
made the difference; that babe vas a holy babe. Yave you evar
neticed the first thing told us sbout Kim? "Thou didst make me hope
while I was upon ny mother’s breasts™. Here wes One, dear friends,
that couwld hope wiaile he “was upon :iis mothars' odreasts'. 3ut Xis
childnood is passed over in scripture. \ie see a little glimpse of
Tim vhen He vas bwelve; and we have to go am on a further eighieen
years - 111 He was thirty - and then we have a few words sumning
up the vholg:- "This is iy beloved Sor in Thom I am well pleased".
How I willask you to notice that was not spoken at Mis birth but
gpoken of Iiim when He had bsen thlrty years upon this earth. 4z a
babe, as & voy, as a young nan, as a matl - He was the One that od
delighted ins- "This is My Beloved Som in Yhom I an well pleased”.
Good vas there end good triuvmphed so that He could be owvmed and
creeted "Son" because of VHAT He is; not merely VEC e 1s. rlow et
thirty, le offere Fimself to becoma the Victim=- to g0 into Deatis
and that ig vwhy lle vme baptised. He was bapiised Leocawse ile
offered Iimself as the Vietim to go risht into death. Directly

He has been greected, someone else appears on the scene -~ Satan.
Now look, The Lord is driven into the wilderness.  Look at the
contrast. BEvery advantage in connection with the strugsle is
given to Satan this time; no advantags to this holy Man. He is
in the wildsrness smongst the wild beasts. And there is Satan
coming with all his powsr: - and Christ, fasting for forty days.
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Hou could not have a greater contrast to the Garden of Eden; every-
thing 1s reversed. Every advantage was given to man in the Garden

of Bden and he was sheliered. ZIEvery advantage is given to Satan

when the Lord is tempted. And you think of forty days among wild
beasts -~ forty days tempted by Saten., At the end of that forty

days, Satan comes to make his final effort. 'wWhy"™ he reasons,

"Look! you are the Son of God and you, being the Son of God, have

only to spesk to make these stones into bread. \ihy be hnngry? There

is no jieed for 1t"., Christ, He sayss- "Man shall not live by bread
alons but by every word that proceedeth out of the mounth of God" "I
have no word from God to do i%. I cammot make bread unless He

gpeaks". M7ell" says the enemy, "doesn't the scripture say so-and-so"?
"You will be kept in all the ways you taks”. "Just cast yourself down
and see 1f God will keep you". Then, if you do that, why! all the
people will a% once recognise that you are the iessian". vif you

cast yourself dowa, they will see at once tnat you are w ordinary
person and they will ra@c3ivse you as the Son of God". Vhat a subtle
thing! But how is he met agalu? - by the word of God, by the word

of God. "Well" says Satan "He will not e turned aside. "I will do
it. He has {o go through most terrivle suffering; I will offer to
save Him from the lot". "You are guing to be over all the world - I
will briag it to you. Just owa me and the kingdomg of the world

will be yours at oance". (You kuvw, dear friends, that little word
"worship™ -- w8 use it ia a broad sense; but in the owiginal, it is
"homagze". So when Satan said "worship", hs meant "“homage'). I will
bring it about for you™., Again what is His guide? - the word. "It is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou
gerve". Good has triumphed over Satan. He, who was the personification
of goodness, overcomes; how? = by an act of power? No! - by being
sustained by the word of God. Good has gained the viatory .

We must go on & little and take Satan once again, You know, at the
Crogs - or rather before the Cross -~ the Lord said to His disciples;-
"The prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in Me". And He said
again:- "This iy yowr hour and the pover of darimess™. Ah! my dear
friends, the Spirit dves not attempt to tell us what was 1njgg§vg d in
the "power of dGarkngss', The Spirit of wd never attempts to tell
us what took place in tue Garden of uethsemane. Very little can ve say
gbout it. But you know the Garden was noi the Uross. But Satan put
forth his great final effort to prevent the Cross. VWhat did it bring
forth from this Cxne7 IV only brought forth from that Cne:~ * "Not My
will but Thine be done", [Kothing would deter Him from taking up the
question of sin. And if it vas God'’s will, He would take it up; Satan
could not prevent Him. Satan did his woret and got defeated - at ths
Crosg, It was at the Cross he got defeated.

Now we will come to men. And in His ministry to man what do you
find at every turn? Good overcoming evil; that is what you find. Look
at the evil - that poor man that could not speak. He makes him speak.
Cood overcomes evil. Take vwhat was perhape the last miracle the Lord
ever did on earth - when the dieciple cut off Malchus' ear. What did
the Lord do? Well, He touched it end healed it. Evil has been over-
ocome by good. Ryés to see, ears to hear - and people saw and heard,
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And you kmow the last public ministry (it was public in the sense that
it wvas done before them that came to take Him - it was at Jericho) He
glves a blind man eyes to see. They saw the answver #m of perfect
goodness to men. Byes to see, ears to hear, mouth to speak - and all,
the expression of perfsct goodness meeting evil as it was seen in
connection with man.

Now, dear friends, we will go oa to the (ross. Now whet do we
gee at the Cross? Man in league with Saten!? It is not merely sSataun,
or men ~- but man in league with Satan. Vhat did thym they do%

They did theiT worst - their vworst.  Uhen they have done their woiss,
vhat does it bring out from Him?:- "Father forgive them for they imew
not what they do". Vhat would it have brought out from you or I -

would it have brought out "forgive them"g Yo, that it wouldn's 3

Vhy?! dear friends, imnedistely that thief that was on the one side of
the Lord heard it, he knew at once there was no ordinary peresn by

his side. He quickly decides that this rmst be the Christ; for wo one -
unless he was another kind of person 2ltogether - could have prayed
such a prayer as that. "iord, when you are coming into your Xingdom,
Jjust think of me". Christ says:~ "1 will no% leave you till then".

"1 snall be going to Paradise" snd "THIS LAY shalt thou be with lIg ia
Paradize'", Good has overcome evil. One thing more. The vhole
question of sin wus tsken up for God and the wvhole quesiion of man’s

logst condition. God triumphed, and there has passed invo God's
prasence this very One - "the llan Christ Jesus™. He hus overcome evil
by good.

How, dear friends, when there were the two %rees in the Garden,
one tree was the Tree of kmecwledge of good sud evil. Adam should
not have tounened it; he was not able to do it. Chrisgt was the only
One that could and e has solved the whole question and triumph of
good over evil has been menifested - because the Lyrd Jesus has
brought to light ell the glory of God. Tnie brings us to the bth.
of Komens. Now we will just look at that verse that we read:;-
"3y the offence of ome™ ( that wa: 4dem, you know ) Jjudgnent came
upon all men to condemmatien .  Jow yor know it does not say or mran
what your theology says; the verse just means vhat it says. Generally
speaking, theology says it means whet it does not say. The scripiure
means what it DOES say. Thoge translatorSd® had to put in words vhich
(as many know) are put in &a different print. “Therefors, as by the
offence of one ~ judgment on &ll men to comdemnation'. It is = simple
‘statement. Vhat state are you in? You are in a state cof condemnation.
1t is not a question of anything you do - it is & question of your
szt state. How did you come into that state? Through Adam's one act,
you - aand every person that has ever sprung from Adem - have been
involved in a stata of condemnation - the condition that brings forth
condermation and nothing else. ell ithen so '"by the righteousness of
One' (Christ) thers is for every person tonight "justification of life".
Yow dear friends, I would like you just to ihink of that expression.
vJustificetion of life” Las a wonderful eficct. Uhat is justification?
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"Justification" - as it were - that is "clearance; but not simply
clearance. "Justifying" man is not simply "clearing" him. Suppose
you brought a charge against me of owing a thousand pounds. I pay
it next week; I am cleared from that cherge. But I may owe snother
thousand pounds next week. "Justification" means - ™ I can never be
brought into debt". “"Justification of life" is - Christ places you
where a charge can never reach you. You ars placed beyond the reach
of one! You think of a life that sin and everything of that kind
cannot be occupied with. It is & life that places you in etemmal
favour with God - a life that places you in the eternal favour of
God; that is "justification of life". Is there a men on the globe
tonight that Christ does not offer justification of life? ot one?
Jot one! Bvery individual is offered justification of life. Here
is the Tree of Life for you and you have only to partake of it. 3Iat
and live for ever. Will you have Christ, dear friends? The moment
you have ixf® Christ you have the Tree of Life. All what He is
Himgelf ~ that life is yours. That involves eternal freedom from sin,
If He is the Tree of Life, He is the Tree of kmowledge of good and
evil; that is the next verse. "For as by one man's disobedimnce
many wera" constituted "sinners. This tlme it is yom, the sinner,
"constituted” You have the constitution of Adam . "“So by one" -
novw this Goes no% go 88 far as your coustitutddm {that ie chaptler 3}
but yeExx you are "constituted" - you are placed in relation to the
Ceatre - and you only move in relation to that Centre. If you waat
tc undarstand the wovd "constituted™ here look up at the heavens.
~vaery one of those stars move iu relation to thasir centre and the
moraent the cenitre does not atitract them - they are falling stars.
Christians ars lield in their proper orbit; I mean - vithout Chrisy
you cen never move in your right orbit. As far as the flesh, the
body, goes - it is ell the old Adam. As regards the Divine work in
your soul you arz "constituted" righieous because you are placed

in relation to Christ. de is the Tree of Xuowledge of GooG and Bvil
becense the vhole question has beeu solved by Him. CGood has
triumphed over evil in aad by the 2arson of Christ.

How, dear friends, ws must have a few words ebout the last few
vergess~ thet ™woreover". Can there be somathiang beyound justificatioa
of lifev Can there be something beyond - mors than - veing
constituted rignteous? Yes, something more! "The lav entered -"
{het did law enter for? It shewed up the offence; it shewed it up
in all its terribleness. But something slss has taken place. 'Bub
vwhere sin sbounded® {specially at the Cross) "grace super-aboundsd"
in order tnat "as sin reigned to death" - Vhat did sin bring? Sin
brought death. And vhat is death? Death- you know- is not
ceasing to be. Don't run avay with that idea. Death -~ for a beast
1S ceasing to ve; but death for a man or woman is never ceasing to be.
Death for a man - for a woman - is ceasing to enjoy - but nod
ceasing to be .
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iﬁgp;:infog;z;ha:a:: I°1118ht to me; supposing I was called tonight
me & beautifol banoh ;1 my coffin t.omorrow morning ~ would yow bring
viy? I am dsad of 000 gl.‘axl))es? lou'.. could not fempt me with grapea -
things I am fond of u;zf_, ut I am miul~ of nice grspes -~ and otaer
that Ting “.’hy:? ‘I‘h‘ : -lthat x}xoment I have no place ?or agything c?f
thoae thi;;g\s But le) ;l.ta s’f)af'zc_'l}as pagsed oul from whexre I can enjoy
Christ and 5 being a‘cgns tian, I ca:a.pass into the presence of Jass
X J'U.Sb enjoy everything in counection with Christ. Int I
cease to enjoy everything in connection with vha$ iz netural.
dov shall we %ake it for the unconverted. Ah! for ex unconvarted

man, desil is ceasing o enjoy everything in comnection with tuis
351-}3- _'E‘{Ja'second death - hs has passed beyond the enjoymeut of evary-
*ulm?g %hat is of God. Bat is it ceasing tc be? do! For they are to
“bg “tomented day and night for ever and ever®. Ah? death is - the
vitel spark is recalled and %he perscn passes out of the scene of
enjoyment - never %o enter there again. Death is the solomn
Judgment of God. How what isg life? well, we have had "jusiification
of life™, but what is"life"? Vie must look up again, and thers you
gee that Blessed Ferson, "ithe ilan Shrist Jesus™ in the bright Cloxy
of fod for us. A MAY in the Glory of Zod - Rimself living in all the
vlessedness of God fully mede kmowk. Toes He know Good and Lvilg
¥ss! Butb He orly delights in good. We has had Tiz say %0 evil

and has overcome i%; overcome it with perfect goodness. ind uow,
dsar friends, e is the manifesiation of that perfect zoodness. e
hags solvysd all the probleas iz connection with it and He lives
entirsly 30 enjoy Hhe blessedness of what God is; that is, "Eternal
life™, That is the eternal life for you and for ne; that is eternal
1ife for the heavenly saints. Igrael will com? into sternal life
end they will be in the enjoyment of Jehovah oa the earth. 2hi
Dlessed and wonderfal - but nothing Llike this.  Tais is %o live in
$he Rlessedness of God - Tully revssled inm Heevenly Cloxy. Christ
reigne through righteousness, maintaining righieousness, that blessed

dne living gtornel life in God's Tlessed presence. Well, dear
friends, how wonderfull you can go %o the 2nd of Gsnasis, to the rd.
of Cenesis end there - under Godfs eys - ses Christ. e was the

Trae of Life and the Tree of Xnowledge of Tood end Evil. And notice,
n1ife" is placed first - because life was the great thinzg form man,
go that, dear friends, the Tree of Life is put fersi, And then man,
you. see, 8°% occuried vith evil. The newt thiag was - he got under
$he power of it%; and so will all those whe teke that coursg. The
only- way For ua is what is scen in She Zlessed Terson of Christ. He
livad by the word of Cod - by every word of God. Tl may we kuow
more what it is to live by the word of God and the result will be -
the triuwmph of good over evil.

Tow, dear friends, I have got to close, bl we must have a litile
word in closing. I said I might be in that coffin tomorrow - so I
might; I don®t know, God knows, And if I am in that coffin tomorrow
and you look at me you will say:-"Ah' there he lies, there he lies?

1 was passing along here and living as those today dut that is all
ended. Ah?! it 1s in comnectior with spirit and soul; "with Christ® -
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"yith Christ". They all live to God; they don't live to us. Bvery
saint of God lives to God and every saved person that dies lives to
God - but docs’;:t live to man. Now look, dear friends, if I am in thet
coffin and you are in a coffin, where would you be? where wo:ld your
spibit be? Vould your spirit depart to be with Christ® Tould you dbe
with Christ? And if I should not go into that coffin and youw should,
sho:1d I be sble to look upon your face in that coffin and say:-

"Ah! thank God, she ig with Christ - with Christ - with Christ®?? Yould
that e treae of you? Let me refer you once more to what we have
already a2lluded to. That thief, he listened $o that prayer. o wonder
he concluded at once that here was no child of Adan. There was nc
child of Adsm viao could pray like that. He was a Xing - He was ¢ Jing.
e wes certain that He was to reign. *Fow can a Ting ve on the Cross?
I don't lwow, that is nothing to do with me". Saten may have saidg-
"You are meking a misteke", "I am sure He is 2 Zing. He could rot
have prayed like that®. 3But remember the pther thief was not
attracted by it. It was nothing %o him. that atiracted ore was

only darimess 0 the other. BDBut this ozne said;~ '"Remember me". The
Lord seygs;~ "Today, today, shalt thon ve with iie in Paradise™. The
Lord went first - Christ did - and as far as wgimow, the first one to
efter Paradise after Christ was there, wss that thief. The thief
never weni to Paradise at all!! of no thief cen ever get into
Paradiss! A saint of GCod went to Paradise - cleansed by the precious
3lcod of Christ - as clean as Christ Himself. Yhat! the very one that
nad been & murderer? Yesi dear ifriends, the thief - everyining that
was bad - he was cleanged by the precious blood of Christ and then he
went, a saved sinner, into the prasence of a holy God. Are YOU rczady
$0 z0?  Are YOU prepared? If not, vhy aot, why not? ch! dear
friends it ig very easy to ba saved. Christ has done it all. 1t is
very dangerous to 70 on in uncertainty. Ne wise! this very night ~
trust the Blessed YPerson of Christ and you will be able %o repeat,
join in, these wonderiful words;-

iy hops on nothing less is buili
Than Jesus, and the blood He s»nilt:
I dara not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on that grzat ilame.
On Christ, the Solid Roek, I stand,
All other else is sinking sand.

Do you pride yourself a little on your goodness - on your
uprigntness? Vhen I was in Bonnie Scotland there was a godly
Prespyterism minister and yor know, dear friends, he cared for
his peopls. And there was a self-righteouss old woman there.
ifany times he visited herg but never seemed %o do any gocd with
her. And one day he went in and sat down on a three-legged stool
she had there. And she wvas awfully upset becausa ths parson sat
on the three-le;zed stool and she bemar began and said a great deal.
And at last he got up and salds~ "You are as rotten as ithat three-
legged stool", and paseed -ount.



Yo

Vasn't she angry? Ahf{ that she vas! "fThe idea! the parson saying
that to me! * I dont know what she wouldn'® have done %o him.
'"te, & kirk-goer! as rotten as fhat three-legged stooll ». 1t was
wo good. &% last afber sone days she began to get quite misexrable.
She seat for him, Shall I %81l you rekxher a queer thing? - hs
Aldn®s gol "Qh! many times I have gone after her ~ and she is
alweys open %0 come; may she learn how bad she is”. She got so
miserable und when the pes parson would noi come she got worse.
Shall i tell you what she did? She w1l on her imees and said:-
"Lord, if the parson will not come and I am as robten as Lhad
three~legzed stool, I just trust Thee". Ahf deaw friends, ihat
ig it. You. are as roiten as that three-legged stool; there isn't
& sound place in you; hut ysu are just the one for Ohrist;-

ily heart is fized, HEternal God,
Fized ou Thee;

And ay immortal choice is made,
Christ £or meil

H8 iz my Zrophet; Priest and King
tho did for me salvation bring,
fnd while I iive, I nean to sing
Christ for me!
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