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Vol. V.—No. 1. JANUARY, 1913. PRICE—ONE PENNY.

TO OUR READERS.

May grace, mercy and peace be with all our readers during the
coming year. God is our refuge and strength. He is the God of
““ patience and consolation ”’ : the God of ‘“ hope.” What a God
is ours! “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost.”” What is there He cannot do for us or be to us?
“ He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ?

* %k ok k

It will be noticed the Magazine has been slightly reduced in
size as regards the number of pages. Hitherto it has been larger
than the price warranted. We trust by somewhat curtailing and
condensing articles our readers will not suffer, but find the ministry
as varied as it has been in the past. Our warm thanks are due to
the many friends who have encouraged us by their words of appre-
ciation during the year that has closed. Again and again such
letters have caused thanksgiving to God for His abounding goodness.
During the coming year, if grace be given, every effort will be put
forth to make The Faith and the Flock increasingly useful to all
Classes of readers. Dr. Burton, we are glad to announce, hopes to
be a frequent contributor, and Nofes and Comments, similar to- those
published this month, we expect will appear regularly from his pen.
The Editor hopes to write some plain papers on the Epistle to the
Romans and other foundation truths, as well as to continue the
articles on St. Paul’s Autobiography. We are hoping also for
valuable contributions from Mr. Walter Scott, Mr. W. W, Fereday
and others. The prayers of our readers for divine guidance and
blessing are earnestly invoked.

# % Kk %k

The Volumes for 1912 will be ready (D.V.) when this number
appears, and we trust our friends will order largely. May we also
solicit their aid in making the magazine known to others. Testimony
has reached us during the last twelve months as to people of various
stations and pursuits in life who have been helped by it. We
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- therefore would earnestly ask that those who desire to assist others
in their spiritual life—and what greater work can there be ?—will
order extra copies of this January Number for distribution. Where
fifty or one hundred copies are required for free distribution please
communicate with the Editor. They can he supplied at the rate
of 6/~ per hundred, carriage paid.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

What of the THE end of 1912 has indfeed brought startling
thoughts into many minds. We have no
Jewish Race ? doubt that the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ should ever have been the proximate hope of the believer
from the day that our blessed Lord, just before His departure, gave
utterance to the memorable words, *“ I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself * (John xiv. 3). Long forgotten, this * blessed
hope ”’ was revived during last century, and has of late received
fresh attention. The rapid development of events upon the earth
during the last few months brings forcibly to the mind the closing
words of the Book of God, ““ Behold, I come quickly "’ (Rev. xxii.).

The following sentences from the Jewish Chronicle will be of
interest to the Christian reader :—

‘ History is being made at a breathless pace at this moment.
Maps are being re-cast ; a proud nation is being threatened with
ruin; new and lusty Powers are challenging old conditions and
formule ; and everywhere the old order is changing, giving place
to new. What of the Jewish race in all this great upheaval ? . .
The absorption of a large part of Turkey by other Powers—not by
any means excluding Palestine—if Turkey, shaken irremediably by
present events, should fall utterly to pieces, would bring the Jews
of those districts under new masters. What is to be their fate?

. When the penalty of dismemberment is imposed upon Turkey
for 1ts partial destruction of the Treaty of Berlin, the Jewish people
must be allowed to point to the violence inflicted upon it, first of
all, by Roumania . . . and in Russia, one of the ‘ protecting’
Powers. . . . At a time when all Europe, including: Russia, is
acclaiming the overthrow of Turkey on the ground of its oppression,
we have the right to ask for an end to the atrocious campaign against
the lives of six millions of our race in Russia. . . . We must plead
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te-day for something that, if gained, will place us on a plane of true
equality with other peoples—our right as Jews before the world to
clear racial recognition.” ’

One cannot but feel that we are nearing the time of Israel’s
return to Palestine (see’ Ezekiel xxxvi.) ; nevertheless, it is sad to
remember that they will return in unbelief and pass through the
great tribulation before their final blessing.

® ok kK

The Creed in IN commenting upon a book of sermons by

a recently appointed Dean of Durham, a
the Pulpit. reviewer says :—‘‘ In any case, we ought to
be large hearted enough to acknowledge that it is possible for those
to be loyal to the essence of Christianity who doubt or deny (1) the
Virgin Birth, or reject (!) the idea of a bodily resurrection of Christ.
It is while we walk in the Spirit of charity that we may hope to have
a clearer vision of the truth.”

That there are traitors in the camp is beyond doubt, drawing
large salaries to teach what they have long ceased to believe. Now
they are growing bolder in their unbelief, and loudly proclaiming
it. Have they forgotten 1 Cor. xv.? The whole argument of the
chapter is based upon the conclusively proved fact that Christ is
risen. If Christ be not risen, then is Christianity the greatest
delusion that ever was invented.

* But now is Christ risen from the dead ”’ (1 Cor. xv. 20).

% ok k& :

‘Belief in A sAD evidence of the wide-spread unbelief

prevalent amongst the Clergy of the Estab-
the Bible. lished Church is given by the recent discus-
sion in the Lower House of Convocation of Canterbury. In order
to meet the scruples of the young men presenting themselves for
Orders, 1t was proposed to alter the question, * Do you unfeignedly
believe all the Canonical Scrlptures of the Old and the New
Testament ? ’ and instead to ask, “ Do you unfeignedly believe
that the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament
‘contain all things necessary to eternal salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ ? *  Happily it was overruled by 40 votes to 30, but
the fact remains that ‘‘ perplexity, trouble and distress,” is ex-
perienced by many young men when they are asked the first
question. Their theological professors have only too successfully
filled their minds with unbelief in the inspiration of the Scriptures,
and these are the rising generation of parish priests !

.
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A HiNDU of high rank was disturbed in his
mind on the subject of a futurestate. -He had
of Christ. heard of Christians, and longed to converse
with them about their religion, and to gain information about Jesus
Christ. So he visited England, the Christian’s land, provided with
introductions to some leading people. He was asked to a great
dinner, and in the course of conversation he said to the gentleman
who sat next to him, ““ Can you tell me something about Christ ?
‘! Hush,” replied his new acquaintance, ‘“ we do not speak of such
things as that at dinner parties.” Subsequently he was invited
to a fashionable ball, and he took an opportunity of asking his
partner for information about Jesus Christ. Again he was told
that a ball was no place to introduce such a subject. “ How
strange the Christians in England are,” thought the Hindu ; “ they
seem ashamed to speak of their religion, and of Christ, its Founder.”

“ Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of My words .
of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh, &c.""—
Mark viii. 38.

A H. B.

Aslmmed

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

““ My Presence shall go with thee.”

Again we are reminded of the rapid flight of time
i As the New Year comes and brings us greetings kind,
But while entering its portal, oh, let us ne’er forget
‘“ We shall tread no more the path we've left behind.” oy

Nor e’er return to gather what we missed when on the way,
Another’s hand will reap what we passed by.

The ** Word of Cheer " is fruitless when the  time to speak ”’ is gone,
The ‘ thought ’ unpenned may with the ‘ thinker * die.

This earthly upward pathway grows shorter every year,
And who can tell how soon the end may come,

For we know at any moment the trumpet we may hear
Which shall summon us to our Eternal Home.

Till then, we’d journey forward, watching, praying as we go,
Our feet well shod, and all our armour bright,

The “ Cloud by day ” above us (a safe unerring guide),
And all around, the * Wall of fire by night.”

“ My Presence shall go with thee ”: as we these words repeat,
Lord, grant that our desire may ever be
To walk more closely with Thee, “ receive the reaper’s wage,”
~ And “ gather fruit ’ unto Eternity. "
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“ON THE NEW YEAR'S SHORE—JESUS.
i Read Joun xxI.
By WiLLiaM LuFF,
Author of “A Greater Election.”

S DO you want a good text for the New Year ? *’ asked a friend.
. “ Certainly,” I replied. He then gave me John xxi. 4,
“ When the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore.”
It was a blessed thought, that on the shore of the New Year,
- Jesus was waiting to welcome His disciples. And was it not true
of every morning? He is always there. ' And the Lord went
- before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ;
_and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go by day
" and night ; He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor
the pillar of fire by night, from before the people ** (Exod. xiii. 21-22).
‘* When the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore ”
_ was true of the morning of a new dispensation. The night of the law,
in which men toiled and caught nothing, was over ; a new command-
ment told us to cast the net of faith where it would be filled with
the great fishes of pardon, justification, peace and joy, power and
‘heaven.,
‘ When the morning was now come "'—#the morning of conversion.
The disciples had seen Christ crucified—dark had been that night :
- now they saw Him risen ; and the sight in the Jight made all bright.
Such is conversion : first the night of the Cross, then the light of
- morning.
*“1 heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘I am this dark world’s Light:
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.’
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In Him my Star, my Sun: .

And in that Light of life I'll wal
Till travelling days are done.”

“ When the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore,’

tlustrates the morming after trouble.
‘O weary pilgrim, lift your head:
’ For joy cometh in the morning !
For God in His own Word hath said
That joy cometh in the morning !
" Joy cometh in the morning !
Joy cometh in the morning !
Weeping may endure for a night;
Byt joy cometh in the morning!"”

>



$ THE FAITH AND THE FLOCK.

There had been failure : they had “ caught nothing.” There had
been darkness. There had been loneliness. Now all was over ;
for their absent Lord was once more with them.

 Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he sings;
It is the Lord who rises
With healing in His wings.
When comforts are declining,
He grants the soul again
A season of clear shining,
To cheer it after rain.”

For what purpose was Jesus standing on the shore ?

To cause a confession of emptiness. ‘‘ Children,” said He,
““have ye any meat?”’ They answered Him, “ No.” What a
humiliation, for such an experienced fisher as Peter | Only the
Lord can make fajling disciples own their failure and emptiness,

But Jesus stood upon the shore fo give them success, for ** He
said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye
shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to
draw it for the multitude of fishes.” A Yarmouth boat has been
known to catch a quarter of a million herrings : Christ standing on
the shore can give an uncounted and unaccountable haul to spiritual
fishers of men. .

But the Master was also there o provide for their tmmediate
necessities. ‘‘ As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire
of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus then cometh,
a.nd taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.”

He also provxded for future needs in the miraculous draughi
‘¢ Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.
Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes,
an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many,
yet was not the net broken.”

Having filled their net and satisfied their hunger, Jesus was
there to draw out their love and service : ** So when they had dined,
Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me
more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowest
that I love Thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith
unto him again the second time, Simon; son of Jonas, lovest thou -
Me? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love
Thee. He saith unto him, Feed My sheep.”

As if pleased to hear Peter’s confession of love, *“ He saith unto
him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me ? Peter was
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grieved because he sai. unto him the.third time, Lovest thou Me ?
And he said unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all things ; Thou knowest
that I love Thee. Jesus saith unto hir, Feed My sheep.” There
had been three denials : there were now three avowals. Then the
Lord added, “ Follow Me " : thus changmg Peter’s service from
fishing to feeding and following. :
There is another morning and another shore, where there is
no night and no failures, Do we half fear landing on that coast ?
We need not, if believers, for we shall find Jesus waiting to bid us
welcome, and we shall say, “ It is the Lord.” From an old “ Life
of Faith,” we take the following poem :— :

HE'S STANDING ON- THE SHORE,

Like billow following billow,
Measured, yet sweeping by,

The roll of time goes ever on,
A wild monotony !

But turn ye from the waters
Our eyes are gazing o’er,

To where the flush: of dawmng
Is lighting Yonder shore.

How slow the night and dreary!
Long has the net been down :

And greater seems the labour,
With little fruit to crown.

But who is this? A form is thers
Like One we've seen before :

Is it—oh, can it be—the Lord
‘Who standeth on the shore?

The thought of such a vision—
It chases all the dark!

Now, dancing o’er the waters,
Speeds the erst listless barque.

He speaks, the net is lowered—
"Tis empty now no more.

It is the Lord—even Jesus!
He’s standing on the shore !

Oh, the welcome that is waiting
When the boat is pulled to land !
The love in those eyes shining,
The clasp of that dear hand!
And He sets us down beside Him,
Around His own spread board, .
And He makes us with Him sharers-—
Yes, ’tis indeed the Lord!

O, fisher, toiler of the night,
Long though the hours may be,

Behind the darkness there is One
Preparing joy for thee!

And see, the light is breaking through,
'Tis sunrise on before ;

The feast is spread, and Jesus waits—
He’s standing on the shore.—].R.
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THE NEW BIRTH:
ITS NECESSITY.
By W. S.

“ YE must be born again "’ were words of startling force ad-
dressed by our Lord to a cultured, scholarly and religious
Jew. The dying robber (Luke xxiii.) or an immoral woman (Luke
vii.) and people of that sort, without doubt, need to be born again.
All are agreed as to this: but does a religious man need to be born
again ? Does a kind-hearted professor of religion—a Church member
need the new birth ? Religion and Reality, Profession and Posses-
sion are very different things. Every sinner needs a new nature.
He cannot sée the Kingdom of God without it. He cannot enfer
into the Kingdom of God unless he is born again (John iii. 3, b5).
Reader, O Reader, this vital truth concerns you whoever you
are, ‘' Ye must,” implies an absolute necessity. It cannot be
dispensed with. Baptism cannot sécure or bring about the new
birth. God is its source (John i. 13) ; the Holy Spirit is the agent
(John iii. 6) ; the Word of God is the instrumental means (1 Peter
i. 28). A mew birth supposes the moral unfitness of the old nature,
derived from fallen Adam, to enjoy Heaven and enter upon its
‘joys. A new birth is absolutely needful for Heaven. It is not
at all a question of gross sins, or even whatever you have done.
It is what you are. 1In your old Adam nature you are unfit for the
Kingdom of God. .

You can easily test for yourself whether or not you are born
of God’s Spirit :—
- Do you love Christ ?

Do you love Christ’s people ?

Are your desires of a holy character ?

Is the reading of the Holy Scriptures neglected, a burden, irk-
some, or a pleasure and daily delight ?

Do you love prayer ?

Do you love the company of God’s people ?

Is the Race-course, the Theatre, the Ball, the Whist-Drive
hated and shunned as formerly they were loved and eagerly
sought after ?

Have you ever realised the fact that you are a sinner, and as
such deserve eternal wrath and condemnation ?
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Reader, face these questions now, and if you cannot-truthfully

reply, rest assured you are not born again.

Haste, haste, ere

it be too late to the refuge of God’s own providing. ~Christ died for

- sinners.

MONDAY MORNING THOUGHTS.

He died for you.

By F. C. JENNINGS.

A blood-red finger stains the east,
And rends the curtains of the night:
Sweet fellowship and sacred feast
Again give place to toil and fight.

Poor warrior I-—so often foiled ;
With battered shield, and dented helm-—
Tired mariner who long has toiled

*Gainst storms that threaten to o’erwhelm.

The past, too, fills my soul with dread,
Foretelling all that I must meet :
This eve shall bring a tired head,
A sorrowing heart, and soiled feet.

The few short years that may remain
Will but reflect the years now past:

Each bear along the same refrain ;
Sad monotone from first to last.

The same strong cruel foe without,
With fiery dart and subtle wile;
The flesh within ; while round about

The same World with the same false smile.

* - . * *
Yet sound, my harp, a nobler chord
Responsive to the grace He gives.
Thy timid fears but shame thy Lord ;
And thou must sing; for Jesus lives!

Thy years have passed like freighted ships
Laden with patient tender grace;

Or brimming cups, whence memory sips:
And sipping, calls the heart to praise,

And soon, like Cana’s pots, those years
Again shall prove thy Lord divine,

If now He bids thee fill with tears
'Tis but to turn those tears to wine,

Thy gloom is like the mists that furl
Their curtain round the darkened earth.

Let morning-gleam touch this—’tis pearl,
Let love of Christ touch that—'tis mirth.

See ! dew-drops sparkle in the sun:
With courage then thy race renew.
A morning with fresh praise begun,
Will bring fresh praise with evening dew.
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St. PAUL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY:
AS A SERVANT.
By R. E.

We Invite all to read what is here said about the greatness and unique
character of 8t. Paul’s Mission.

E now pass to the consideration of St. Paul as a servant. His

inspired autobiography is rich in records touching his mission

and his manner of service. No more interesting study could engage

our attention. Not only had he a special mission and a special

message, but the whole character of his ministry was of a particular
kind.

He speaks of being *‘ made a minister of the gospel, which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven.” He also speaks of
Christ’s body, the Church, and tells us he was made a minister
of this truth, and intimates that to him it was given to com-
plete the word of God. It was a mystery which had been hid
from ages and from generations, that had been given to him to
make known. This marks him off, in a striking way, from every
other servant that ever lived. Christ said of him, ‘* He is a chosen
vessel unto Me "’ (Col. i. 23-6, Acts ix. 15). The manner of his
conversion ; the fact of his being sent to the Gentiles; the scope
of his missionary labours; his zeal; the persecutions he suffered and
manifold trials he had to endure ; the success of his labours, as well as
the character of his ministry all proclaim him to be the master
servant of this and every other age, if we except that One of Whom
it could alone be said, * Behold My Servant Whom I have chosen ;
Mine elect in Whom My soul delighteth.”

Again and again does St. Paul refer to his mission. Was he
not led to do this ? Was it not that we might be impressed with the
greatness of his labours, and in them learn the greatness of the
gospel he carried ? In I. Timothy i. 11, he alludes to the ** glorious
gospel of the blessed God,”” and tells us it was committed to
his trust. Did ever man bear such a message? We hope later to
dwell upon the substance of St. Paul’s teaching, and therefore
we do not pause to enquire what such a gospel—" the gospel of
the glory of the blessed God "—involves, but only draw attention
to the fact that here was something surpassing all that ever before

3
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had been known, entrusted to one who once, as he tells us in the very
same passage, had been a ‘‘ blasphemer, and a persecutor and
injurious,” but he adds, “ Christ Jesus . . . counted me fasthful, putting
me into the ministry.”

What a solemn lesson is conveyed here as to the nature of the
Christian ministry. Saul of Tarsus did not choose it for himself :
much less did anyone choose it for him. Nor was it a question of
education merely, or of some other qualification. Christ put him
into it. He was called to the ministry as distinctly as he was called
out of nature’s darkness. The Apostle affirms this again and
again. In the very next chapter, after speaking of the testimony
now given by God to men as to the truth that there is one God,
one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who
gave Himself a ransom for all—he adds, “ Whereunto I am ordained
a preacher.”

That this meant divine ordination is clear from what he
writes to the Galatians. * Paul, an Apostle (not of men, nesther
by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, Who raised Him
from the dead.’) He ever regarded himself as * the servant of
Christ.”” Again, *“ Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.” (1 Cor. iv. 1), In
another place he speaks of being *‘ put in frust with the gospel,” and
speaking “ not as pleasing men but God.”” As a minister he regarded
himself as having had a treasure of priceless value committed to
him. He never tires of this thought ; and never seeks to escape its
responsibility. After speaking, in his second epistle to Timothy
(chap. 1), of ““ the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who hath
abolished death and hath brought life and incorruptibility to light
through the gospel,” he again asserts his appointment to be its herald.
So in Titus i. 3, referring to that * eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began,” he adds, ““ But hath
n due time manifested His word through preaching, which is committed
unto me.”

Has not Christendom sunk far below the level of this ? Is not
the Christian ministry too often regarded as one of the professions ?
Are there not hundreds in it, who, if they told the simple truth,
would have to declare that they are uncertain as to any distinct
call from Christ and are not very conscious of having anything
committed to them. Has Christ put them into the ministry?
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We fear, in hundreds of cases, in this country alone, the answer
would bave to be, No. The proof of this is found in their having
no definite message. As to the gospel of the glory of the blessed
God ; ‘as-to the profound truth involved in there being one God
and one Mediator, and a ransom given for all—which St. Paul
describes as the truth to which God would have all men come to the
knowledge of-—these things are never preached, and they are not
preached because they are not known. Any man who knew them
must preach them. That they are both unknown and unpreached
is only too clearly evidenced by the lamentable spiritual condition
of the average church-goer. And not only by that, but by the
complaint so often heard from the pew: ‘“ We do not get what we
want.”

Thank God there are men still whom Christ puts into the
ministry. They are found up and down the land in every denomina-
tion ; sometimes in quiet corners, occasionally in the very blaze of
public notice ; they do their work, they preach the word ; they
bear a faithful testimony ; they realise that they have been sent,
and that a divine message—true, powerful and effectual—addressing
itself to all the needs of men, has been committed to them., They
dare not alter it, or keep anything back ; and they believe the

~ truth they preach is the truth for all time. They delight to make
the words of the Apostle to the Gentiles their own: 1 delivered
unto you . . . . that which 1 also received.”

To all that has been said already as to the greatness of the
Apostle’s ministry, we may add, St. Paul regarded himself as an
ambassador. ‘‘Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech by us : we pray in Christ’s stead.”” Thisis what he
says of himself. Perhaps ke could say this in a primary sense—
a sense in which we cannot. He was not word-painting here. He
felt from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, and from his
inmost soul, that he was an ambassador.” With what splendour,
authority and dignity it invested his mission. He was conscious
that Divine power was at the back of him. He came from the
court of heaven; he was commissioned by the King of Kings;
he represented God. Face to face with men he could say, as sent
from the presence of the Eternal, “ We declare unto you glad
tidings.” Think too, of his attitude. He tells us what it was.
“ As though God did beseech by us.” A beseeching God! Beseech-
ing men through a man—a man who knew Him! Knew Him

-~
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first in his own experience. He knew the terror (fear) of the Lord,
and he equally knew the love of Christ. It is this double knowledge
that makes the preacher. And having this, 8t. Paul says " We
persuade,” * we beseech.” How faithfully he interpreted the heart
of God to men! And for doing so he afterwards, as he tells us,
became “‘ an ambassador in bonds.” As the world dealt with the
Master so it dealt with the servant because he so faithfully
represented his Master:

We know that St. Paul laboured for eighteen months at Corinth,
and that he established a Church there. We also know that for a
time those who had been converted under his ministry to some ex-
tent became alienated from him. This was perhaps one of the
most heart-breaking experiences the great Apostle ever had. His
own converts despised him. They listened to those who said,
‘“ His bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.” And
under such influence their hearts were turned away from him. His
heart had to bleed over his own spiritual children. Such an ordeal,
however, made manifest the greatness of the Apostle’s soul, and of
the grace bestowed upon him. It also led him to write about
himself in a way which ought to make us profoundly thankful.
It leads him to declare, 1 was not a whit behind the very
chietest Apostles.”” “ But though I be rude in speech, yei not
wn knowledge ; but we have been thoroughly made manifest among
you in all things”’ (2 Cor. xi. 5-6). He could speak of sufferings of
which other men who claimed to be Apostles knew nothing : of a
power which had caught him up to the third heaven and given him
visions and revelations; and of a grace sufficient to enable him
even to take pleasure in infirmities and distresses, so that he could
affirm, “ In nothing am I behind the very chiefest Apostles, though
I be nothing. Truly the signs of an Apostle were wrought among
you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds ”’ (2 Cor.
xii. 11-12). How wonderful that under the supremest provocation
words could be written which were fit to live on for ever, and be a
lesson to the Churches for all time! How many of our words,
written under stress and trial, are worthy to be thus graven with
an iron pen in the rock for ever ? Few things could have been more
provoking than to see rivals enter the field of his own labours,
poison the minds of his spiritual children against him, and cause
those he loved as his own soul to depreciate him ; while they lauded
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those he knew to be utterly undeserving of such praise and even
unworthy of it. Yet in the face of all this, instead of penning
angry, petulant sentences, which afterwards he would have been
glad to recall, he wrote down words which he could leave as a
legacy to succeeding ages.

Nor was he slow to acknowledge the true source of all his
fruitful service and patient suffering. That source, he was ever
conscious, was the Grace of God. Thankful may we be for such
an autobiographical reference as we get in the opening of his mar-
vellous chapter on the Resurrection. ‘‘ And last of all He was seen .
of me also, as of one born out of due time. For I am the least of the
Apostles, that am not meet to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted
the Church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am ; and His
grace which was bestowed wpon me was not in vain; but I labowred more
abundantly than they all ; yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me.”” (1 Cor. xv. 8-10).

This passage reveals two things : the power of grace for service,
and also its sanctifying effect upon the vessel. There was what
grace made the Apostle as well as what it enabled him to do. Nor
must it be forgotten that this grace was, to some extent, special.
There is grace for all ; there is grace sufficient for all ; but we do not
all receive the same amount. “ Unto every one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” If a man
is an Apostle he needs more grace than do ordinary individuals.
And the supreme mark that God has called anyone to a special
ministry is that He gives grace for it. There are many aspects
of grace. There is the grace that justifies, the grace to help in
time of need, but there is also this special form of grace of which
we are now speaking, which means enduement of power, strength
and ability for the mission on which we have been sent. God
never sends us at our own charges, and if anyone feels his work to
be irksome and a bondage, or beyond him, or a distinct failure,
it is because he has attempted work to which he has not been called,
and therefore grace has not been given for it.

The grace bestowed upon the Apostle enabled him to say “I
laboured more abundantly than they all.”” So that as we see
this servant of God moving from place to place, as we track him
along his toilsome journeys, as we witness his disappointments
and trials as well as his victories and successes, and as we see him
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supported under all, and ever moving to fresh achievements—we
-are contemplating, not human strength, but divine grace.

This grace also had its effect upon himself. This man who
was to be remembered for all time ; who was to write some of the
deepest words ever penned; whose labours not only extended over
two continents and resulted in untold blessing to multitudes of his
own generation, but reach to our day; whose mission was of so
extraordinary a character that he could speak of completing God’s
revelation and filling up that which was behind of the sufferings of
Christ—this one, was so humbled by the sense of the pit from
which he had been taken and the grace that made him what he was,
that he could speak of himself as *‘ the least of the apostles, not meet
to be called an Apostle.” He had seen Christ, and such superlative
excellence had eclipsed Saul of Tarsus and everything else. The
very One, Whose Name he had in mad energy sought to stamp out,
had now not only taken possession of him, but was working through
him with untold blessing to mankind.

He never could forget that he had persecuted the Church of
God. This recollection humbled him in the dust, while the thought
of the abundant grace conferred upon him only deepened his
humility. It is this combination of humility and greatness, which
is so fine. The Apostle of greatest labours, largest achievements,
most thrilling experiences, intensest sufferings is yet the humblest.
‘I am the least ’’ : ““1 am not meet to be called an Apostle.”’

One more thought arises out of this particular passage and con-
veys a solemn lesson to all who seek to serve.  *“His grace which
was bestowed upon me was not in vain.”’ The Apostle used
what was at his disposal. He knew that no result would come of
all God’s grace unless he laboured. ‘‘ We are labourers together with
God,” he had said before in this same epistle. It was not God
only ; neither was it man only ; that was sufficient. There must
be the union of forces—the divine and the human ; the conjunction
of God and man. Just here lies the truth—the truth alas ! so often
missed. But God will not work alone ; and man cannot work alone.
Together they are invincible, God could, if He pleased, do every-
thing alone, but it is not His plan. There must be God’s grace, but
that grace working through a human instrument. Asin the parable,
the father said to his servanss *“ bring forth the best robe and put it
on Him.” It was to the servants Christ said, * Fill the waterpots
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\yith Watér,” before he turned it into wine ; and then told them to
bear it to the governor of the feast. So He multiplied the loaves
and fishes, but said to the disciples *“ Give y¢ them to eat.”

The grace was not in vain. -Let us take this lesson home. The
grace abides. St. Paul has passed away. The other apostles are
gone. Thousands upon thousands, who knew in their time the
same grace, have come and gone since, but the grace continues.
It seeks channels still through which to work. Shall we not place
ourselves at the disposal of such power and goodness ?

WHAT A VERSE OF POETRY DID.

In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see:

My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me.

R. Valpy, the eminent scholar, experienced a blessed change in
his religious views not long before his death, and wrote a
verse as his confession of faith. This verse Dr. Marsh repeated at a
Bible Reading in Lord Roden’s family. Lord Roden got it written
out and fastened the paper over the mantel-piece in his study,
‘where it still hangs, yellow with age. Some time after this, one of
the old heroes of Waterldo, General Taylor, went to visit Lord
Roden. He had not at that time thought much on the subject of
religion, and preferred to avoid all discussion of it; but whenever
he came to the study to talk to his friend alone, his eyes invariably
rested for a few minutes upon the motto over the mantel-piece.
At length, Lord Roden said, “ Why, General, you will soon know
this verse by heart.” ‘I know it now by heart,” replied the General,
with emphasis and feeling. From the time of that visit a change
came over the General’s spirit and life.

No one who was intimately acquainted with him could doubt
its reality. During the two following years he corresponded regularly
with Lord Roden about the things which concerned his peace,
always concluding his letter by quoting his favourite motto. At the
end of that time, the physician who had attended General Taylor,
wrote to Lord Roden to say that his friend had departed in peace, and
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 the last words which fell from his dying lips were those which he had
learned to love in his lifetime :—

In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see :

My sins deserve eternal death,
But - Jesus died for me.

It happened in after years that Lord Roden told the foregoing
story at the house of a near neighbour. A-young officer, lately
returned from the Crimea, heard it, but turned carelessly away.
Some months later, Lord Roden received the intelligence that his
young acquaintance was in a rapid decline, and was desirous of seeing
him without delay. As he entered the sick room the dying man
stretched out both hands to welcome him, at the same time repeating-
those simple lines. * They have been God’s message,” he said, *“ of
peace and comfort to my heart in this illness, when brought to my-
memory, after days of darkness and distress, by the HOLY GHOST,.
the Comforter.”

GRIT.
ILLUSTRATED BY THE LIFE OF JOSHUA.
By W. Tayror.

JOSHUA has often been spoken of as a type of Christ, the Captain:

of our Salvation. The analogy is deeply interesting from what-
ever point of view we consider it. As, for instance, Moses must pass.
away before Joshua’s leadership could begin, so the law must be
fulfilled before Jesus could usher in the dispensation of grace. In.
the case both of Joshua and the Lord Jesus, God set His approval
on their work in the river Jordan. As Jesus comes out of the water,
God speaks from the heavens, telling the world of His choice ; coming-
out of the bed of the Jordan, Joshua is unmistakably set before the-
people as their divinely appointed leader.

There are other points the perusal of which rewards any who-
study them, such as his advocacy when the Israelites suffered defeat,.
typifying our great Advocate with the Father ; the apportionment:
of the divinely-given inheritance, and the final triumph and rest.
But there are other features about Joshua which stamp him equally-
- as the type of the militant Christian, warring against the world, the
flesh and the devil, and his numberless unseen foes. A careful study-
of the life and character of Joshua is therefore well worth our
attention.
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THREE' KINDS OF GRIT. "

All great men possess some distinguishing feature, or features, or
they would never have attained greatness. Sometimes, as in the
case of Moses, there is a peculiar combination of characteristics, but
for the most part we find in men who stand out from their fellows
some distinctive trait. Their names stand for certain virtues, just
as truly as do the familiar names of the towns and villages of Pales-
tine. As the mention of Bethany brings with it a sense of peace
and rest, Nazareth of patient toil, Gethsemane of bitter sorrow,
Calvary of death and victory, so when we speak of Abraham we
think of faith ; the name of Joseph signifies purity and prudence ;
and that of Elijah zeal. In the case of Joshua the leading charac-
teristic is grit—that fearless courage which holds on to a thing one
knows to be right and does it at all costs.

Now, there are three kinds of grit—physical, moral and spiritual.
We all know what physical grit means—a hardy endurance which
bears toil, or privation, or suffering uncomplainingly. We have
examples of physical grit even in the animal creation, for a dog set
to protect his master’s property will, without hesitation, attack an
invader much stronger than himself, whether man or beast. As to
moral grit, Joseph is a striking illustration. A man with moral
grit, keeps on his course unafraid of ridicule or contempt; and
saeers have no power to turn him aside. As to spiritual grit, we have’
of course instances of that in every book of the Bible : to mention
one or two at random, Ezra at the rebuilding of the temple, Nehe-
miah at the building of the wall ;' Daniel in his resistance to the
king’s decree. - In our own experience, too, we can easily recall
cases of the kind of spiritual grit which is not daunted by difficulties,
One of these instances is furnished in the life of Duncan Matheson.
At one place which he visited a week’s meetings had been widely
advertised, and a hall had been hired for the purpose. When the
meeting time came, Duncan Matheson found no audience. In spite
of this he took the platform, and in the empty hall said, *“ Let us
praise God ! ' He prayed, read the Scripture, and began to preach.
One small boy came into the hall. Matheson proceeded, and some
one who had looked in spread the news that there was a man
preaching to nobody! Two or three men came to see the pheno-
menon, the next night there was a larger audience, and by the end
of the week, the hall was full. That is a sample of spiritual gnt
which we would do well to copy. ‘
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JOSHUA’S EARLY EXPERIENCE,

Now Joshua combined all three kinds of grit—physical, moral
and spiritual—and as we briefly trace his history we find this
characteristic prominent above all else.  He endured hardness as a
good soldier from his youth. »

~ Shortly after the Exodus, Amalek bars the way at Rephidim, and
Moses appoints a fighting captain to lead Israel to victory. There
is no question of the choice to be made. Joshua stands out pre-
eminent; and while Moses, rod in hand, watches and prays on the
hill- -top, strengthened by Aaron and Hur, Joshua marches on to
victory, a victory commemorated by the erection of that altar on
which is described ** Jehovah-Nisi,” the “ Lord my Banner.” It
is Joshua again who is chosen to go with Moses into the Mount to
receive thelaw ; Joshua, who watches Moses vanish into the presence
of God, and who, on his return, looks first into his dazzling face ;
who accompanies Moses down the Mount, and breaks to him the
news of the tragedy below. Once more, it is' Joshua who is chosen
one of the twelve to * spy out the land,” very significant is the action
of Moses before he sends Joshua along with the rest. Up to that
time Joshua’s name had been Oshea—truly a prophetic name—given
to him in Egyptian slavery, meaning, as it dees, *“ Welfare.”” The
promise implied therein had been amply fulfiled. ~His welfare had
been already established by Jehovah, and was now bound up with
that of Jehovah'’s people.  Henceforward his name is to be Je-hosliua,
or Joshua, or Jesus—meaning Jehovah Saviour—a name of great
significance to give to him at that time, and in those circumstances.
His report, as one of the two faithful spies, strikes the keynote of
his life, and at once illustrates the combination of physical, moral
and spiritual grit. The keynote is ““ Fear not.” * Fear not " he
says, ‘ the people of the land, for they are bread for us; the Lord
is with us. Fearnot.” Of course, he met the reward of all faithful
testimony. The people wished to stone him with stones—a healthy
sign when fierce opposition is aroused by faithful testimony, when
it is sought to restrain.one by physical force, or to cast one out of
the synagogue! The sequel is well known; only Joshua and Caleb
were to be allowed to go into the promised land. The ten faithless
spies were killed by the plague; the Israelites, for their unbelief,
were condemned to their forty years’ wandering; and it.was not
until the last man died that the Israelites crossed into the land.
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AS LEADER,

The time at length comes when Moses must hand over the
succession to Joshua. Calling Israel together, he gives to them the
keynote of Joshua’s life, repeating to them the words of Joshua
on that memorable day at Kadesh-Barnea, forty years before,
bidding them not to be afraid, but to go fearlessly forward in the
strength of the Lord God. Then, setting Joshua before the people,
he gives him the same message, * be strong and of a good courage.”
Joshua, in his eighty-fifth year, takes up the command, and it is
remarkable that in Joshua i., God thrice exhorts him to ‘“ Be strong
and of a good courage ""—words which Joshua could never forget,
for in the great fight at Gibeon they come naturally to his lips when
he wishes to encourage his army.

But how did he become strong ? We find the explanation in
the first verse of the book of Joshua: ‘“It came to pass that the
Lord spake unto Joshua.” He had listened to the voice of God,
had been shrivelled up in His presence, stripped of every vestige of
his own strength before he could *“ put on the whole armour of God.”
Before being called upon to lead he had first been taught how to
obey. If his grit is to be maintained it can only be by being con-
stantly made * strong in the strength that God supplies.” At the
outset God instructs him how this is to be done. As He had given
him a three-fold inspiration so now He gives a three-fold instruction,
which might be regarded by us also as the A, B, C of Christian
experience—first, ‘‘ obey,” second, ‘‘read the word,” third,
" meditate.”

‘* Observe to do according to all the law . . . this book . . . shall
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night.”

(To be continued).

* Perfect assurance comes the moment we see what Jesus is to
the vilest sinner that trusts Him. To know from His word that all
is finished, that I have nothing to do, or to be, and nothing to wait
for, but only to receive Him just as I am, and now, brings instant

peace and joy.”

* % %

 The mind casts a shadow, just like the body, for good or for
evil on everyone that passes by.”
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THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN GROWTH
AND GIFT.

BELIEVERS SOMETIMES CONFOUND THE TWO AND THUS
HINDER THE VERY GROWTH THEY WISH FOR.

ROWTH is gradual; and its speed varies in different plants
and animals. The greater the longevity of anything, the longer,
as a rule, it takes to reach maturity. Vice versa, a thing that matures
quickly perishes quickly. Jonah’s gourd came up in a night and
perished in a night. There are things of mushroom growth. On
the other hand a tree, the age of which is more protracted than any
other living thing, takes the longest to reach full development.
We need not be surprised, then, if we find the same law operating in
the spiritual world, or be discouraged if our growth as Christians
is more or less slow. It is a work of God ; it is for eternity.

On the other hand, a gift can be received instantaneously.

Now do not let us confound these two things. It is easy to
distinguish them in the realm of nature. If a friend presented you
with a young cub, the presentation need not take two minutes.
It only needs on your part readiness to accept. The growth of the
animal, however, until all its powers and stature were fully developed,
might take years. So in matters of the soul. There is gift and there
is growth. Both words are very conspicuous in the New Testament.
But each has its own appointed place.

Gift comes first. I cannot grow in the divine life until I possess
it. And it becomes mine by gift. Eternal life is a gift, just as
- much as natural life is a gift. None of us began to grow as regards
our natural life until life was given us. So we read, Rom. vi, 23,

“ The wages of sin is death ; but the g1 of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Salvation is also a gift. ‘“ To give knowledge of salvation unto His
people by the remission of thewr sins”’ (Luke i. 77). Here we learn
that forgiveness carries with it salvation. Now forgiveness must
be a gift. ‘“ When they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them
both "’ {Luke vii. 42). “ That they may recerve forgiveness of sins.”
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How ? By simply turning to God (Acts xxvi. 18). From Eph. ii. 8,
we learn the same truth. ‘“ For by grace are ye saved through faith ;
anf that not of yourselves ; ¢ is the gift of God.”

Righteousness (or justification) is also a gift. ‘* And not as it
was by one that sinned, so is the gift,; for the judgment was by one
to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justifica-
tion ” (Rom. v. 16). In the next verse we read of “ the gift of
righteousness.”  Five times over in vers. 15-17, of this chapter, we
find the word ““ gift ”’; and, not only gift, but * free gift.”

Here, then, we have three stupendous gifts offered to us by
God—Eternal Life, Salvation, Righteousness ; and all summed up
in the supreme gift of all : ““ God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son.” In accepting this gift, in simple faith,
we become possessed of all the others.

Here is the start of the spiritual life ; and what a start | Before
1 need think about growth or experience or my feelings, I have
only to take God at His word which, while it tells me of my guilti-
ness, offers me righteousness ; while it makes plain that I am by
nature under the dominion of sin and Satan, offers me salvation :
and while it tells me I have earned death as my wages—and fully
earned it—offers me efernal life in Christ. Could anything be more
worthy of God or more exactly suit our need ? And when God
offers us these priceless blessings as a gift, nothing honours Him
or pleases Him so much as that we should take Him at His word.

We accept as a gift all that is so necessary to our natural life,
why should we hesitate when it is a question of a higher life ? The
earth we walk upon, the air we breathe, the sun so essential to our
health are all God’s gift. Who would be so absurd as to say, “1
will only walk on the earth, and breathe the air and enjoy the sun-
shine 1 can pay for ? - No, we accept these as gifts, little as we may
be grateful for them, sometimes. Let us accept, in the same way,
as a gift all that is essential to spiritual life and to the enjoyment
of communion with God.

It is when we have accepted righteousness and salvation and
eternal life as a gift that growth becomes possible. We are to
‘ grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.” But grace brings salvation to begin with. Grace gives,
first. “ As ye have, therefore, received Christ Jesus the Lord so
walk ye in Him ; rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the
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faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”
The more simply we accept God’s gifts and are grateful for them,
the more rapid will be our growth.

Some people make a mistake about holiness. They regard it as
a gift. As though it were possible to become holy in a moment by
one supreme act of the will. Holiness is not a gift—we mean
personal progressive holiness—it is a growth. It is fruit, and fruit
grows. ‘‘ Ye have your fruit unto holiness.” (Rom. vi. 22).

Rex.

CONFERENCE ON EVANGELISM.
IMPORTANT GATHERING IN CHICAGO.

(We have teen asked to insert the jfollowing).

HAT there are weaknesses in present-day evangelism; that
evangelists are not perfect ; that unwise methods have been
used and insincere messages delivered ; and that there is a real need
and a great opportunity for a return to sane methods and sound
gospel preaching and serious personal work—these are some of the
things which were admitted by the 167 evangelistic workers from all
parts of the United States and from Canada, who were gathered at
The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago for an Evangelistic Conference,
September 18th to 20th. ‘

Dr. Gray said, in opening the Conference : ‘ We are here to-
gether, a company of brethren. We are going to talk plainly one
to another as the Lord may guide us, plainly but affectionately, we
are going to keep nothing back. We are going to see the worst, and
we are going to ask God to give us the courage to do so, and where
we need to confess our sins before God we are going to confess them.
Where we need to get back to God we are going to get back to Him
by Hisgrace. We are going to seek a new cleansing, a new refreshing,
a new renewing from His Holy Spirit, and we cannot do that until
we see our sins and admit them, if they are to be admitted.”

All the replies gave indication of the spirit which prevailed
throughout the sessions of the Conference, an honest desire to face

the facts, a serious purpose to meet the requirements, and a deter-
" mination to make evangelism what it should be—the mightiest
factor in Christian life and work. The criticisms were made in the
. spirit of kindness and fairness ; they were received in the spirit of

-
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love and humility, and many a man went away from the Conference
with a deeper devotion to Jesus Christ and a more serious purpose
to minister in the most acceptable and effective way possible to
those for whom Christ died. There was no disposition to dodge the
issue or to avoid the consideration of disagreeable facts, but through-
out the Conference there was an under-current of deep heart-searching
and earnest determination which will mean improvement in the work
of some men, and perhaps radical change in that of others. The
most important hour of the day was given to Bible study and
prayer, and each evening session closed with a special prayer service.

Taking it all together, the Conference was unique and the ex-
pressions of many at the time and of others who have since written
us, indicate that the hand of the Lord was in it, for which we should
thank Him and take courage.

1913.

““ Let thine eves look right on
Let thine eyelids look straight before thee”
Proverbs tv., 25.

Once I was blind, but now I see—

Oh grace abounding !
Once I was dead, but now I live—

Oh power astounding !
And now these eyes look up and out to Him ;
And now this life is spent with Him, for Him,
Until these eyes shall see Him face to face,
And life be found where life is Lire indeed,
With Himm who is our Lire; Amen.—G. W. H.

“ The people who are satisfied are satisfied. 1f there is any
person who is not satisfied with Christianity it is simply because
he has not got enough of Christianity to satisfy him.”

*x %k * ¥

It is not the successful ones who will be first in heaven, but

those who have had the noblest aims—the highest aspirations.”
* % %k X

 Faith lays hold of a living God, and finds in Him a hvmg

source of comfort.”
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The Oldest 'I‘HI.Z scientific world ha.s been in a ferrr.xent of

excitement over the discovery of a piece of
;Bﬂton. a skull and jaw-bone which prove con-
clusively man’s descent from the monkey. It would be humorous,
were it not so sad, to see a body of intelligent men exulting over
the find which goes to demonstrate that they are highly developed
apes. But, as usual, there are nothing but ‘‘ deductions,” *“ con-
clusions ” and ““ guesses.” ' In the effort to discredit the Bible,
men are prepared to go to any length in credulity ; and the general
public seem amazingly impressed by the learned discussions on
receding jaws, and mylohyoid ridges. But this proves nothing with
regard to the age of the human race. The * missing link ” still
remains to be found. We have ourselves seen living human beings
more like apes in appearance than men. A family of such miserable
creatures was being brought to Europe on board ship to be ex-
hibited in the low music halls of the Continent. The sight was
revolting. They were penned like sheep on the deck of the steamer
and fed like mere animals. They were human, but degenerate.
The cause was 8IN, and science has no remedy for sin.  The Bible
alone provides the all-sufficient remedy in Christ and His atoning
sactifice.

Poor, foolish science, ** falsely so-called ™ !
% %k k%

Flint SOME people seem imbued with the idea
that “spear heads” and *axe heads”
found in certain strata are indisputable
proof of the immense antiquity of the human race. They imagine
that man’s ascent (1) has been a very gradual one, and that these
flint implements, wherever found, are clear evidence of a remote
past. But man’s condition in different parts of the world varies
at the same epoch. Contemporaneously with the powder and shot,
the cannon and the gun of Europe, we find the wooden club of the
South Sea Islander. As a matter of fact, the savage, instead of
“being a step in the upward development of the human race, is the sad
cxlnbltxon of the result of giving up God (see Rom.i.). And what

£

Implements.
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would England become in a few decades if every Bible and every
believer in Christ were removed ? Let a well-known rationalist
writer call a halt to those who are disposed to give up the Bible.
He writes :—

“ I fear that when we indulge ourselves in the amusement of
going without a religion, we are not, perhaps, aware how much we
are maintained by an enormous mass of religious feeling and religious
conviction, so that, whatever it may be safe for us to think, for us
who have had great advantages, and have been brought up in such
a way that a certain moral direction has been given to our character,
I do not know what would become of the less favoured classes of
mankind, if they undertook to play the same game. . . . These
men, indulging themselves in the amusement of going without
a religion, may be thankful that they live in lands where the Gospel
they neglect has tamed the beastliness and ferocity of the men who,
but for Christianity, might long ago have eaten their carcases like
the South Sea Islanders, or cut off their heads and tanned their
hides like the monsters of the French Revolution.”

% & &k &

SOME people seem never happy if they are
Fear and not finding fault with the Bible or firing
Religion. their pop-guns against Christianity. We do
not know Mr. G. Murray Campbell, but he seems to have a mar-
vellous -acquaintance with ‘ primitive man' and his religion.
How far back he goes we cannot say, nor whether his primitige man
is on this side or the other of the “ missing link ” between the
simian and the human. But we wonder how Mr. G. M. C. would
govern the world if all sense of fear were eliminated. It would be
interesting to see him propounding his theories of *“ government by
love ” in the Court of Petty Sessions, or the County Assize !

The whole question is, Is there such a thing in the world as Sin ?
And if so, is God less holy and righteous than man in dealing with
evil ?

Mr. C. prefers the religions of Ancient Greece and Rome to
Christianity. In the former he sees nothing but ‘‘ high national
art culture,” in the latter nothing but “ the propitiation of an angry
God by a vicarious blood sacrifice.” He seems to have forgotten
the deification in the former of all the vile lusts and passions of
sinful humanity ; and where in Christianity does he get his idea of an
angry God ? - Certainly not in the fact that *“ God so loved the world
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that He gave His only begotten Son.” God must judge sin or
cease to be a holy and just God. But what the righteousness of God
demanded the love of God provided. It was not primitive man,
but highly educated and civilised man that saw, hated and crucified
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Yet ever since God has been proclaiming
pardon and salvation through His name. Is this a religion of fear,
or is it * grace reigning through righteousness ” ? A . H. B

IN MEMORIAM.
Mrs. ALFRED MACE.
Departed to be with Christ, December 12th, 1912.

Y her prayerful and faithful life Mrs. Mace supported her husband
in his service for the Lord for nearly thirty-six years, and
triumphantly departed to be with Christ on the above date. We
are able to furnish our readers with a few particulars of her last
moments, and as our brother is so well known and highly esteemed
for his labours in the gospel, they will have a special interest, not
‘only for their own sake, but for his, and will, we are sure, elicit
the prayers and sympathy of all.

The following is the touching record of Mrs. Mace’s last moments :

‘“ After sending, a few hours before she passed away, farewell messages
to certain friends, I asked * Are you happy, darling ? * * Oh, yes,’ was the
ready response, ‘ Christ is above.’

‘“ As some stood around her bed, she said, ‘ Let us be in earnest, not
Aalf in earnest. There is nothing worth living for but Christ.’

‘“ After warning one whom she feared was drifting into the world, she
entreated me (her husband) to be out and out for Christ, and to be faith-
ful to the end.

‘ She left some messages for the absent ones. After I remarked upon
the grace that had saved and kept her so long—' All praise to Him,’ was
the hearty rejoinder.

“ Having quoted ‘ Unto Him Who loves us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood,’ she added a loud ‘ Amen,” ‘ I'm sorry for you

) (reée;ring to those of us who were being left) but it will be all glory by
and by.’

‘' For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God . . . then
we which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them . ..
to meet the Lord in the air, and so shaill we ever be with the Lord.’ ”

A few of us were privileged to gather at the house on the occasion
of the funeral, which took place on December 16th. There was a
season of prayer and thanksgiving before the coffin was removed—
prayer that the bereaved husband might be sustained under his
“heavy loss, and thanksgiving for the beautiful and consistent life
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just closed. All through, there was complete triumph in the midst
of the sorrow. :

The following passages were read and words spoken before the
body was committed to the grave :(—

‘ Psalm xc. vers. 1-6, 10, 12, 14, 16, 17.

1 Corinthians xv. vers. 20-21, 42-49, 51-68.

The fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians appears to be an answer
to the Prayer of Moses (the 90th Psalm). In the 90th Psalm it
is man’s weakness, but in the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, we
have God’s power. God manifests His mighty power, the greatest
He has ever exhibited, in order that He might bring in another
life; not an ephemeral life, nor a life of pain and infirmity, but
eternal life, where we shall be free from all these shortcomings.

Moses prays, “ Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.”
The answer in 1 Cor. xv. is, ‘ As is the heavenly, such are they also

‘that are heavenly.” God has no greater beauty than the beauty
of Christ, and this beauty will be on everyone of us who are His ;
we have borne the image of the earthy, but we shall bear the image
of the heavenly. What a pleasure and delight to God it will be
when He sees myriads of His creatures shining in all the beauty of
Christ Himself, the Lord out of heaven.

Moses prays again, ‘‘ Let Thy work appear unto thy servants,
and Thy glory unto their children.” Do we not see in 1 Cor. xv.
God’s greatest work, His crowning work, the work that delivers
us from the consequences of Adam’s fall and which will, in its full
fruition, emancipate us from every effect of the fall, and eliminate
every trace we have borne of Adam’s race.

We are here in one sense as mourners, but in another not. A
face loved will be missed- and a form cherished is gone from our
midst ; but her influence will abide, and her last triumphant words,
“.CHRIST 1s ABOVE,” will not be forgotten. But she is gone, and
there are those here who deeply mourn her loss; but we can also
speak of victory even in the presence of death, and for the believer
what death can do is only to separate the body from the soul, and
in the presence of it we can say :  Tharks be unto God.” It seems
to come from our very heart of hearts ; when we have to face the
worst, we can give thanks. Why? Because “ He hath given
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Mr. Alfred Mace and family desire to return their warmest thanks to the
numerous correspandents whose words of sympathy have been to them such a sourge
of comfort in their recent bereavement It is impossible to reply to all direct.
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HINTS TO YOUNG PREACHERS,' AND
INCIDENTS OF GOSPEL WORK.

By Arrrep H. BurtoN.

ELL do I remember the first time I sallied forth to preach.

It was right away back in the summer of 1870. I was not

very old—too young according to some. -But be this as it may, I
have never ceased to thank God that I started young.

Life is short, and youth is full of vigour and energy. I have
met many who sincerely regretted that they delayed enlisting in the
service of the Lord until middle age, but never one who at the end
of their short life, grieved over the fact that they gave the best of
that life to God.

The Lord has need of servants to-day, and all the more is this
the case since so many who should be preaching the Word have
turned aside to fables. But preaching is no child’s play. It is not
everyone who is called to do it, and it is not anvone who can do it.
As in everything else, the proof of the pudding is in the eating.
Many young Christians earnestly desire to preach effectively, and
it is to such that these few words of counsel are addressed.

In those early years of my own career, I had advantages which
few amongst the readers of this magazine are likely ever to enjoy.
Mighty men of God were then labouring all over the land. Giants
'in the Scripture many of them were, and gifted servants of the Lord.
To say nothing of the teachers, what powerful evangelists these
were! What scenes have I not witnessed at the meetings held in
London and the provinces under the ministry of such men as Charles
‘H. Mackintosh, Andrew Miller, Charles Stanley, John Beaumont,
E. P. Corin, H. M. Hooke, Lord A. P. Cecil, &c., &c. In writing
this I do not wish to discourage any, but would seek to give what-
-ever little help I can to those not so favourably situated.

Then, too, there was a special energy of the Holy Spirit in those
days. They were days of united effort, and the time and zeal that
in recent years has been wasted in conflicts and divisions amongst
the saints of God was then devoted to the spread of the Gospel.
Evangelisation in those days was not carried on by professional
gvangelists, as it is too frequently done to-day. It was not a trade,
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with highly paid agents, and a cumbersome machinery of choir and
music ; but men, labouring with their hands for their daily needs,
or devoting their substance for the spread of the Gospel out of
hearts all aglow for the conversion of souls.

The Work of an Evangelist.

When the Lord calls anyone to the work of an evangelist, I
believe it will generally be found that the call is heard early in life.
It is not invariably so, no doubt. Brownlow North was well on in
years before he was converted, but he began his labours immediately.
As a rule, people are converted while young. Thank God! even
when a lifetime has been spent in sin and the service of Satan, His
grace is sufficient, and He is mighty to save. But if a census of
converts were taken, by far the largest number will be found to
have been brought to the Lord in early life. And it is in those
early days of the Christian life that the first promptings are felt to
tell others of the Saviour we have found.

For my own part, I felt the call most distinctly when I was
but a boy. C. H. Mackintosh had been the instrument of a mighty
work of God in the old country home in Ireland. Though as long
ago as the year 1862, his preaching remains indelibly impressed on
my memory. I can see him now in the hay loft over the stables,
with a crowded audience before him, drawn from miles around, an
old tea chest for a desk, and primitive benches constructed by the
carpenter on the estate who has only recently gone home to heaven.
Ah, but those were never-to-be-forgotten seasons of blessing! One
night, after a powerful address on Isaiah vi., the family were just
sitting down to supper when an urgent message came requesting
C. H. M.’s attendance in the kitchen, where a large company had
gathered after the meeting, unable and unwilling to return to their
homes. In a short while he came back to the dining-room, saying,
“T have left a roomful of salvation!’” Every person, I believe,
in that kitchen, was saved that night.

No wonder that dear C. H. M. had a large place in my affection
and esteem, and when, a few years later, the family moved to
London, his annual visits were looked forward to with intense
delight. It was in 1867, that my father, then residing at Holland
Park, secured Seymour Hall (now Steinway Hall) in Lower Seymour
Street, for two Wednesday nights, and had some bills printed
announcing two lectures by Mr. C. H. Mackintosh, the subjects
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being “ The Salvation of God.” 1 can well remember C. H. M.
picking up the notice and learning for the first time that his subject
had been chosen for him. At first he was a little upset, but it was
pointed out to him that ‘‘ the Salvation of God ”’ was wide enough
to embrace any portion of the gospel message.

Rarely I think, did I ever hear him speak with greater power,
On the first evening he took for his text, Acts xxviii. 28 :—
** Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent
unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.”
On the second evening, he took Titus ii. 11-15 :—
“ The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared.”
dividing his subject under three heads :—
1. The salvation that grace brings.
2. The lessons that grace teaches.
3. The hope that grace sets before us.

These meetings were so successful that the Hall was secured
for Sunday evenings, and for years thereafter, became the birth-
place of souls. It was there that I served my gospel apprenticeship.
Every Sunday night standing at the corner of Portman Square, the
passers by were given a four-page tract containing a simple state-
ment of the gospel, and announcement of the weekly services.

On Saturday nights in the house of a friend, now with the Lord,
a band of young men used to meet for ‘ prayer for the gospel.”
This was specially in connection with the Seymour Hall work, and
oh! what seasons we had. Individuals were prayed for, and one
by one were all brought to the Lord.

Just about this time, I passed through a crisis in my own
spiritual history with reference to the inspiration of the Scripture.
Was the Bible true or false? Was Christianity a fable? Was
there any such thing as a hereafter ? Such like questions began to
trouble my mind, and doubts were insinuated by lecturers on science
and other subjects. - But God, who knew the struggle I was passing
through, sent me deliverance in the shape of three lectures which
were given in the Queen’s Concert Rooms, Hanover Square, London,
by the late William Kelly. These meetings had been arranged by
the late Mrs. R. C. L. Bevan and my own mother, and invitations
sent out to large numbers of clergy and others, many of whom
availed themselves of the opportunity. The subjects were :—
‘“ Rationalism,” ¢ Ritualism,” and ‘ The Creation.” All three
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lectures were taken down in shorthand and published. The two
first greatly helped me, but the last set me free from my doubts,
and proved my salvation from infidelity. This was in 1869. The
following year, with heart and mind set at rest as to my own con-
flicts, found me in the midst of a wonderful awakening in Suffolk.

The True Preparation of the Preacher.
Here let me say, that before anybody can be used in the con-
version of others, they must first be converted themselves.

‘“ We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I
believed and therefore have I spoken; we also believe and therefore
speak * (2 Cor. iv. 13). A
If I were asked what were the essentials for successful gospel

work, 1 would say :—

1. The definite conversion of the preacher.—No one can invite
another to trust in the Saviour who has not first trusted in Him
himself.

2. A life free from all known sin.—Paul, the greatest of evan-
gelists, declared that it was his constant exercise to keep a con-
science void of offence before God and men (Acts xxiv. 16). A
person may be truly a child of God, he may have been definitely
converted, and yet, through carelessness, sin in some form may
have come into his life, and where this is the case, all power for
service is gone. A grieved Holy Spirit will be a source of weakness
in the battle, just as an ungrieved Spirit is a power that nothing
can withstand.

3. Individual and collective prayer.—As I look back over years
of gospel work, I can testify that the places I have most prayed for,
are the places where it has been my privilege to see most definite
results. It has been aptly said: ‘“ Much prayer, much blessing ;
some prayer, some blessing ; no prayer, no blessing.” In these
days when so much reliance is placed upon organisation and music,
we do well to cultivate the ministry of prayer. The individual
certainly should pray, and so much the better when others of a like
spirit can unite in prayer. But speaking from personal experience,
I would say, it does not do to wait till others are stirred to prayer—
set to work, pray, preach, and others will soon catch the fire.

4. Distinct guidance as to where to preach.—This for the evan-
gelist, is very important. Filling pulpits is disastrous. Get your
marching orders from headquarters. I do not say that an
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invitation to come over and help may not be a definite call from
God. I am sure that if Christians in a locality were alive to their
responsibilities and privileges, they would be found more constantly
in prayer together for the districts where their own lot is cast.
Praying constantly for those districts would soon lead them to
activity, and in many cases, I am sure, in some striking cases I have
proved, they would be led of God to invite a preacher.

(To be continued.)

SOME WEIGHTY TRUTHS
PLAINLY TAUGHT IN HOLY SCRIPTURE.

SCRIPTURE TEACHES ‘' that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear ” (Heb. xi. 3). '

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that man, unlike the beasts that perish, was
created in the image, and after the likeness, of God. His proper
life is distinct from the body. Though the body may die, men
still “live unto God " in another sphere, in circumstances either
of bliss or of woe (Gen.i. 26 ; ii. 7; Luke xx. 38; xvi. 22-26).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that ““ all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God,” that all are alike ““ ungodly,” ‘‘ alienated
and enemies in their mind by wicked works.” Every mouth
is thus stopped, and all the world is subject to the judgment of
God (Rom. iii. 23; v. 6; Col. 1. 21; Rom. iii. 19).

SCRIPTURE TEAGHES that men are altogether *“ without strength,”
and that no man ‘ can by any means redeem his brother, nor
give to God a ransom for him ” (Rom. v. 6; Ps. xlix. 7).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that salvation is by grace alone, “ not of
works, lest any man should boast ” (Eph. ii. 8-9).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that “the grace of God that bringeth
salvation to all men hath appeared.” *‘ Grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ ” (Tit. ii. 11; John i. 17).
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SCRIPTURE TEACHES that Jesus Christ is the eternal Word,
through whom, and for whom, all things were created, the
upholder of the universe. He is the brightness of God’s glory,
the express image of His person, and Himself * over all, God
blessed for ever.” As Son, His eternal home is ‘‘ the bosom
of the Father ” (John i. 1-3; Col. i. 16-17; Heb.i. 2-3; Rom.
ix. 5; John i. 18). '

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that ‘‘ the Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us . . . full of grace and truth.”” Born of a virgin by
the power of the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Though eternally in ‘' the form of God,” He * took upon Him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.”
Yet “in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
He is truly Man, and truly God (John i. 14; Luke i. 26-35 ;
Phil. ii. 6-7; Col. ii. 9).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that ‘ Christ hath once suffered for sins,
the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” * His
life was taken from the earth.” He is ‘ the one Mediator
between God and men . . . who gave Himself a ransom for all.”
““It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
‘ Apart from shedding of blood is no remission ' (1 Pet. iii. 18 ;
Acts viii. 33 ; 1 Tim. ii. 5-6 ; Lev. xvii. 11 ; Heb. ix. 22).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that God raised His Son from amongst the
dead, and seated Him at His own right hand in the heavenly
places. This was God’s public vindication of His Son, and His
divine testimony to the sufficiency of His atoning death (Eph.
i. 20; Rom.1i. 4; Acts v. 31; Heb. x. 12).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that ‘“a man is not justified by works of
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ.” ‘ To him that worketh
not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is counted for righteousness " {Gal. ii. 16 ; Rom. iv. b).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that every believer in Jesus is pardoned and
justified.  All believers are alike saints by divine call, and
possessed of eternal life, placed beyond all possibility of judg-
ment in the risen Christ (Acts xiii. 38, 39 ; 1 John v. 13; Rom.
viii. 1-33).
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SCRIPTURE TEACHES that every man'’s eternal future depends
upon his attitude towards the Son of God. “ He that be-
lieveth on Him is not condemned ; but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name
of the Only Begotten Son of God ™ (John iii. 18).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that the true hope of the believer is the
personal return of the Son of God from heaven to receive all
His own to Himself, that where He is, His redeemed may be
for ever (John xiv. 3; 1 Thess. iv. 15-17).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that the Lord Jesus Christ is ‘‘ ordained of
God to be the Judge of quick and dead.” His living enemies
He will destroy before Him at His appearing ; the dead He
will judge at the close of His Millennial Kingdom—when time
is no more (Acts x. 42; Rev. xix. 11-21; xx. 11-15).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that the portion of all who “ obey not the
Son,” and of all who “ neglect so great salvation ” is ‘‘ the
second death, the lake of fire”” ‘ Eternal’ is in Scripture
always opposed to “ temporal.” The ““temporal ” is bounded
by time; the ‘“eternal” knows no bound. ‘‘ Everlasting
fire ”; “everlasting punishment ”; ‘ weeping and gnashing
ofteeth ”’; * their worm dieth not, and the fire isnot quenched "
are some of God’s terms descriptive of the condition of those
who die in their sins (John iii. 36 ; Heb.ii. 3; Rev.xx. 14, 15;
2 Cor. iv. 18 ; Matt. xxv. 41-46 ; xxii. 13 ; Mark ix. 44).

SCRIPTURE TEACHES that God has made “* the same Jesus, whom
men crucified, both Lord and Christ,” and that at the name of
Jesus every knee must bow, of beings in heaven, and beings
in earth, and beings under the earth, and that every tongue
must confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father (Acts ii. 36 ; Phil. ii. 10-11).

SCRIPTURE AFFIRMS of itself that it is “ inspired of God ” (God-
breathed), and that its words are not those of man’s wisdom,
but the words of the Holy Ghost. The authority of Scripture
is thus absolute, and its decisions are final and irrevocable.
Those who ‘“‘wrest ”’ the Scriptures do so ‘‘to their own des-
truction ' (2 Tim. ili. 16 ; 1 Cor.ii. 13; 2 Pet. 1. 21; iii. 16).
“To this man will Tlook (saith the Lord), even to him that is poor

and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word " (Isa. Ixvi. 2).

(Copies may be obtained from W. W, Fereday, Uttoxeter, 1s. 3d. per 100.
Post free.)
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GRIT: ‘
ILLUSTRATED BY THE LIFE OF JOSHUA.
By W. TavLor.
( Concluded).

OSHUA'S response was such as God loves; his faith in God’s |
promise is a lesson for all time. “ Prepare you victuals,” he says,
“for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan.” The
ready response of faith is what God i» always looking for. It is
the channel through which blessing comes, the conduit which con-
dects the empty human heart with the reservoir of heaven. It is
for this Jesus was always looking, and, when found, continually com-
mending, whether in the case of the palsied man, whose trust
brought healing to body and soul; of the man whose withered
hand became strong like its fellow ; or of the two blind men whose
reply to the question ‘‘ Believe ye that I am able to do this ? ” was
followed with restoration of their sight. '

But Joshua had not only faith in God’s promise, he had faith
in God’s presence, for no sooner is Jordan crossed than he says to
the people, ““ The Lord, the living God, is among you.”” He had
his eye ever fixed on the Great Captain of their salvation, and that
explained his marvellous march from victory to victory. The
leadership of God was to Joshua as much a reality, His presence as
great an inspiration as if Joshua saw him continually with his
natural sight. It is said that when Julius Casar was in Great
Britain, the affection and attachment of his soldiers was such that
they, who, under other commanders were nothing above the common
rate of men, became invincible, and met the most dreadful dangers
with a courage that nothing could resist. It was even so with
Joshua ; it may be also our experience if, like him, our eyes of faith
are steadfastly fixed upon our unconquerable Leader.

What was his Mission ?

Joshua’s mission was two-fold, In the first place, he had to
take possession of the land ; in the second, to make a clean sweep
of everything that hindered God from dwelling among His people.
Some critics have complained of Joshua’s fierceness and cruelty in
‘“ driving the natives ’ out of their territory, But this is only
another illustration of how mistaken are the views of those who
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base shallow criticism on imperfect knowledge. As a matter of fact,
Canaan belonged of right to the Israelites. The Canaanites were
interlopers. The land, we are told on good authority, was originally
peopled by Heber ; whence the name Hebrews. =~ When Abraham
passed through the country, God promised He would give it to him
“ for an everlasting possession.” When Joseph was a prisoner in
Egypt, it will be remembered, he told the chief butler that he * was
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews.” So that in taking the
land of Canaan, the Jews were only coming into their own again.
As for the charge of cruelty in exterminating the people, if one
considers how terrible was the depravity of the inhabitants, one
must acknowledge that it was the only way of cutting out a festering
sore.
Joshua’s Characteristics.

In considering the life of any man, especially of any man of
God, we naturally take account of his personal characteristics. If
grit is the leading feature of Joshua’s life, it must not be forgotten
that grit is a combination of other virtues. Instances of his grit
have already been noticed. As to his courage, we have a further
illustration of that when, beneath the walls of Jericho, he comes
face to face with the man who has in his hand a drawn sword.
Undaunted, Joshua boldly confronts him, and asks ““ Art thou for
us or for our adversaries ? ”’ When Joshua finds that it is the
Captain of the Lord’s Host, all his strength, however, vanishes,
he falls on his face, and it is not until he learns that the renewal of
his strength comes from God alone that he proceeds to execute the
strange command concerning Jericho.

The simplicity of his nature is strikingly shown at the crisis of
his life. Like a warrior of our own day he was

Great in council and great in war,
Foremost captain of his time,
Rich in saving common sense,
And, as the greatest only are,
In his simplicity sublime.

Then, again, he was a perfect gentleman—a trait not always
associated with grit. Strong characters are not always polite. The
rugged Northerner, who is supposed to have more stamina than the
Southerner, too often lacks the Southerner’s gentleness and courtesy.
In Joshua they were, however, combined, as we find by the manner
in which he treated Achan. Firm and unbending, knowing that he

must inflict on him the death sentence, he yet handles him with the
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utmost gentleness. “‘ My son,” he says, *‘ give, I pray thee, glory
to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession untq him ; and tell
me now what thou hast done ; hide it not from me.”  His gentle-
ness, let it be noted, did what harshness might have failed to do—
it drew from Achan prompt and full confession.

Joshua also was ““ a man of his word.” When the Gibeonites
deceived him by the story that they came from a far country, and
secured a league of peace by false pretences, Joshua faithfully kept
his promise. The clamour of the people for their punishment was
unheeded ; the Gibeonites were allowed to live, although they were
condemned to servile work. Shortly afterwards there came a
greater test of Joshua’s fidelity to his promise. Five kings leagued
themselves against Gibeon, jealous because of the peace they had
made. To their surprise it proved both an offensive and defensive
alliance. To their prompt appeal for help Joshua hastens with his
gallant army and heaps coals of fire upon the heads of the Gibeonites
by gaining for them a great triumph on that memorable day when
God prolonged the light until “ the people had avenged themselves
upon their enemies "—a day unique in the world’s history, for
‘““ there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord
hearkened unto the voice of a man.”

Finally, we ought not to overlook the fact that Joshua was a
man capable of showing gratitude, realising that his help came
from God alone, that apart from Him he could do nothing. Joshua,
like David, was ever grateful for what God had done, and the stones
of memorial placed in the midst of Jordan were an abiding witness
of the thankfulness of Joshua and the nation for whom God had
wrought such a wondrous deliverance. :

Joshua and Caleb lived to be very old men. It was not until
he was ninety-two years of age that Joshua retired, having in six
years conquered six tribes under thirty-one chiefs. He lived in
retirement eighteen years, and died at the age of a hundred and ten.
But before he died, he gathered the people around him and once more
gave utterance to that which had been the key-note of his life, and
which had strengthened his grit and resolution to the end: “ Be
ye therefore very courageous.” And as a parting message he gave
to them the words which God had spoken to his soul—that they
should do what was written in the Book of God, that they should be
a separated people, and that above all they should take good heed
that they loved the Lord their God.
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SELECTIONS.

“ How precious to God, in the present broken and disjointed
state of the Church, is any longing for the oneness of heart amongst
the children of God that shall be a picture of the oneness between
the Father and our once Crucified Lord. May we give joy to the
heart of our God and Father, and to the Lord Jesus, and to the
Spirit that dwells in us, not grieving Him by anything in us that
would hinder oneness of mind amongst us. Oneness of mind
amongst fellow saints should be, in measure, a mirror of the oneness
of mind between the Father and His Beloved Son.”

L O T

“ The disciple is not above his Master,” were the words uttered
by the Heavenly Master to the few who were known as His disciples,
and when, on the same night in which He was betrayed, He referred
to those words (John xv. 20) and bade them remember them, He
added ““ If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you,
if they have kept my saying they will keep yours also.” “If”";
the entire path of one who owns himself a disciple of Christ hangs.
on these two letters. Have they persecuted Him ? Then, “In
the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”

L I T

“ If we seek to approve ourselves to God, God will take care
of our reputation. I need not care what is said against me if I am
walking so as to please God according to His Word."”

* %k k¥ %

" Not a single thing in which we have served Christ shall be
forgotten. Lazy, alas! we all are in service, but all shall come out
that is real, and what is real is Christ in us, and this only. The
appearance now may be very little, but what is real will abide.
Our hearts clinging closely to Christ, we shall sustain one another
in the body of Christ. The love of Christ shall hold the whole
together, Christ being everything, and we content to be nothing,
helping one another, praying one for the other, I ask not the prayers
of the saints, I reckon on them. The Lord keep us going on in
simplicity, fulfilling as the hireling our day, till Christ shall come
and then ‘shall every man have praise of God.” Praise of God!
Be that our one object, and may God knit all our hearts together
thoroughly and eternally.”
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A DEAD LAMB, OR A LIVING
LAMB—WHICH?

“ WHEN I see the Blood, I will pass over you ” (Exod. xii. 13).

This was the language of Jehovah on the night of Egypt’s
doom. The blood of the slain lamb sprinkled outside on the door
posts of the houses of Israel alone secured the safety of the inmates.
Jehovah did not say, ‘“ When I see the live lamb,” I will pass over
the house securing it from judgment. A carefully selected lamb,
without blemish and in full vigour of life could not suffice to arrest
the sword of judgment. It must be killed. It must die and its
blood he applied. The Holy Life of the Lamb of God could not
avail to expiate sin. “ Without shedding of blood is no remission.”
God’s appointed Lamb must die. His precious blood must be shed
and sprinkled, or else there is no salvation. Salvation is by Blood
alone.

Reader, it is not simply looking on Christ as He walked and
lived in His rugged path of absolute holiness for 33 years, but we
do most earnestly ask you to rest your soul on that saving statement,
‘¢ Christ died for our sins.”’ Jehovah did not look upon the sins of
the people, or upon their character, or upon them at all. He looked
for the blood, and when He found it, He looked wpor it. Thus
righteously Jehovah could pass over—preserving from judgment

an otherwise sinful and guilty people. It was so then, it is so now.

THE PRAYER OF SOLOMON.*
II. Curon. VI.
By R. ErriorT.

T is impossible to read the supplications of Solomon at the dedica-
tion of the Temple without being convinced of the unique place
prayer occupies. The house built by Solomon was to be distinguished
from all other edifices by two things: It was God’s dwelling place ;
and it was a house of prayer. Centuries after, and when successive
buildings had been reared in the place of the one first erected, our

* From ‘“ Some Thoughts on Prayer.” To be obtained of the Author.
Price 5d. post free.

The above is a second edition, and *“ The Prayer of Solomon ’ has not
appeared before.
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Lord Himself could speak of the Temple as ‘“ My Father's house,”
and also describe it as, ‘“ A House of Prayer for all nations.”” When
we reflect that a place specially set apart for God was also specially
set apart for prayer, and to which all prayer might be directed, we
see that there is nothing wanting to raise prayer to the highest
level. These two stupendous facts are inseparably linked to-
gether : a place where God would dwell; and where He would
have men turn to Him about all their needs.

As we meditate upon this momentous fact, a difficulty at once
confronts us. Seeing that the Temple no longer exists at Jerusalem,
and that God’s earthly people ¢ re scattered ; and bearing in mind
that all which was said by Solomon in his prayer related solely and
exclusively to that particular spot and habitation, the question
arises, Are we entitled to believe that the children of God to-day
have anything like the same resources and the same privileges ?
It is easy to imagine all that it meant to a godly Jew, to be able to
turn to a recognised spot and make known all his requests; and
to be assured by God Himself that, if he did so in truth and up-
rightness, seeking forgiveness and desiring to walk in the good
way, he would be heard and answered. But what about ourselves ?
Are we less highly favoured ? Can we believe that those under the
Christian dispensation are worse off ? Has Christ lived and spoken
and died and gone back to heaven to such little purpose that we have
nothing to take the place of the earthly advantages enjoyed by
the Jew?

These questions need to be answered.

Thank God, they can be answered in the negative. And this
without laying claim to anything to which we have no title. There
are certain good people who would like to make the Cathedrals and
Churches of our land substitutes for the Temple at Jerusalem.
They think that if they pray in a building of this kind there is some-
thing meritorious about it; and they are almost ready to believe
such petitions are more likely to be answered. In saying this, it is
not prayer we are objecting to, wherever it may be offered, but the
thought of any place on earth, to-day, giving special efficacy or
sanctity to those prayers.

Nor are we objecting to public prayer. There is, of course,
both public and private prayer. But it cannot be too clearly stated
in this age of ritualism and formality that it is not the building—
mot the bricks and mortar—whether consecrated or unconsecrated,
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but the people who are present that make public prayer effectual.
Praying in concert with others is undoubtedly both a privilege and
an inspiration, and our Lord in contemplating it said, “ If fwo of
you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven. For where
two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst
of them.” TFrom this we learn it is the persons and not the place.
Two or three, and Christ Himself there ! Is not this equal to any-
thing ever realised by a Jew ?

The New Testament would be searched in vain for a single
statement attaching importance to any material building. That
they are necessary in this country, no ore doubts. Nor would we,
for a single moment depreciate the importance of attendance upon
the public ministration of the word and Christian worship. But our
Lord said, *“ Ye shall neither in this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem
worship the Father.” Stephen reminded his hearers, ‘ the Most
High dwelleth not in temples made with hands ”’; Paul declared
the same truth in precisely the same language, on Mars Hill (Acts
xvil, 24) ; and we find on one occasion that the place where prayer
was wont to be made was the river side, and on another, even a
prison.

Let us admit, then, what we are bound to admit, if the truth
is to prevail, that we possess no earthly structure comparable to
the Temple at Jerusalem. But if we have not a throne on earth, we
have a throne in heaven—we have a throne of grace; we have a
great High Priest ; and we come unto God by Him (Heb. iv. 15-186).
Just as a Jew, far out of range of the earthly sanctuary, could look
toward it—even from a foreign country—so we have a point to
which we can turn our eye, on whatever spot of earth our feet may
be resting, and we can ‘ draw near.” In spirit we can be trans-
ferred to the presence of God, at any moment from any quarter and
any distance.

Thus it will be seen we are not at any disadvantage. A
heavenly sanctuary cannot be inferior to an earthly one. And,
in addition, we draw near to God through a Person—and that
Person, His own Son. Moreover, God is revealed more fully to
us than He was to the Jews; and the Holy Spirit helps our in-
firmities. The Christian, then, has at least four advantages. A
throne of grace in heaven instead of on earth: God revealed as
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Father ; Christ the One by Whom we draw near, and whose Name
we can use ; and the Holy Spirit our teacher and helper, so that we
are enabled to “ pray in the Holy Ghost.”

Notwithstanding the superiority of the believer’s position,
prayer remains substantially what it always was—the expression
of need and dependence, and the seeking of forgiveness and help.
Consequently, there are some valuable lessons to be learned from
this prayer of Solomon’s. And to this we now turn. For one great
lesson runs through all prayer, and continues from one generation
to another—the needs of the twentieth century after Christ are
not very different (as we shall see) from those of the centuries that
preceded Him; and the principles on which God can hear and
answer prayer are the same.

Sacrifice the basis of Prayer.

One very important matter demands our first consideration.
It has reference to Solomon’s position on the occasion. We read,
“ And he stood before the alfar.”” We learn from chap. vii. 1 that
upon the altar were the burnt offering and sacrifices. All this is
of imniense significance. We cannot approach God apart from
sacrifice. Ever since sin entered, this principle has been of universal
application. It was with coats of skins, the Lord God clothed Adam
and Eve. This involved the death of a victim. It represents
being clothed in the righteousness of another. Abel was accepted
on the ground of sacrifice. Abraham had his altar. So we read
of ““ the blood of the everlasting covenant.” It was always and the
only ground of blessing. ‘‘ GATHER MY SAINTS TOGETHER UNTO
ME ; THOSE THAT HAVE MADE A COVENANT WITH ME BY SACRIFICE ”’
(Ps. 1. 5). To approach God on any other basis is to court refusal.
How significant, then, is Solomen’s attitude, ““ He stood before the
altar of the Lord.”

Let us imitate him. Let us realise that God is offering us a
basis for our prayers. The sacrifice we need, He supplies. He is
offering us Christ as our righteousness and all that Christ has done.
Apart from this we are under judgment, having no claim, and
without any ground of approach. Sin has broken every link with
God. But that link may be established in a higher and better way
through the provision God Himself has made. We are not dis-
couraging anyone from prayer. God bears with ignorance, and
listens to the cry of even unconverted people. We are only insisting
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upon a broad and vital principle which needs to be recognised, viz.,
that sin has put us at a distance ; by nature we are guilty and sub-
ject to God’s judgment ; and God is asking us to accept His way of
reconciliation ; so that we may have good ground for asking and
receiving. It is quite right for us to stretch out our hands to God,
but we miss our own blessing if we fail to realise that God s strefching
out His hands to us and offering us pardon and peace on the ground
of the sacrifice of Calvary, and through faith in Him Who died there
on our behalf. It is necessary to insist upon this, however element-
ary it may seem, because doubting souls are often asking of God,
when, all the time, their first need is to receive something from
God. In other words, God speaks to us before we can rightly speak
to Him. Let us never forget to plead the blood of Christ as the
reason why God should answer our prayers. We have no other
ground whatever of approach to God.

The next point to notice is the manner in which Solomon
begins his prayer. He extols and magnifies the One to Whom he
prays. ‘““O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like Thee in the
heaven, noy in the earth.” 'When we approach God in prayer let us
never forget to contemplate His majesty. The attitude of the
King, too, is worthy of notice. He ** kneeled down upon his knees

. and spread forth his hands toward heaven.”

Solomon also bases his prayer upon the promises of God. He
remembers how God has fulfilled His word, and asks Him to verify
His promise in the future. Then he becomes lost in the sense of
God’s greatness and at His condescension in deigning to dwell in
a house built by human hands. All this is surely most appropriate,
and indicates a fine intelligence, as well as a happy state of soul.

The Cry and the Prayer.

There is another utterance in this prayer which should not
escape us. Solomon asks God “ to hearken unto the cry and the
prayer which Thy servant prayeth before Thee.” There is not
only a general petition, but there is the “ cry.” This seems to
imply urgency and definiteness. Let there be the “ cry ”’ as well
as the prayer when we approach God. We all know how our
children may ask for a thing, and sometimes but little attention
be paid to their request, but only let us hear their ““ cry,” and we
run to their aid at onee. So, ““ This poor man cried, and the Lord
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.”
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Forgiveness.

The first thing Solomon asks God to do is to forgive; and it
would be well if we often followed his example. Do not let us be
misunderstood. There is a forgiveness which every child of God
ought to be assured of (see Acts x. 43 ; xiii. 38-9 ; xxvi. 18; Eph.
i.7; 1 Johnii. 12). But we also read that * in many things we all
offend ’ (James iii. 2). And this very prayer we are considering
reminds us, * there is no man that sinneth not.” There are sins of
omission as well as commission, and how often we need to seek
forgiveness for these, that thus our communion with God may not
be hindered. And then having received forgiveness ourselves we
‘have to extend the same forgiveness to any who may have trespassed
against us, or our prayers will not be answered (Mark xi. 25-6).

The Comprehensiveness of the Prayer.

This prayer takes account of every variety of need. Every
conceivable circumstance—difficulty, danger, loss, sickness—is
included. Calamities of every kind are mentioned. Whatever the
position of an Israelite; whether at home or in a foreign land ;
whether prosperous or the reverse; he might look toward God’s
earthly dwelling place and pray, with the conviction that he was
being heard.

The righteous man might look to God to justify him. Or, if
the whole nation sinned, and they, as a consequence, were put to the
worse before the enemy, when they asked forgiveness, Solomon
entreats God to “ bring them again unto the land which Thou
gavest to their fathers.” The judgment might be of a different kind,
and the heaven be shut up; or there might be dearth, pestilence,
blasting, mildew, locusts or caterpillars ; ** Whatsoever sore or what-
soever sickness theve be , then what prayer or what supplication soever
shall be-made of any man, or of all Thy people Isracl, WHEN EVERYONE
SHALL KNOW HIS OWN SORE AND HIS OWN GRIEF, and shall spread
forth his hands towards this house : then hear Thou from heaven Thy
dwelling place, and forgive, and render unto every wman according
unto all his ways, whose heart Thou knowest.” Thus we see that
whether the need were national or individual the provision was the
same. Not only the great matters of state, but the personal needs
could be told to Jehovah: ‘ When everyone shall know his own
sore and his own grief.” The common causes of sorrow are thought
of, and also the peculiar and particular causes, for the heart knoweth
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its own bitterness. What a tale of sorrow might be poured into
the ear of Jehovah. Day by day He listened to a recital which no
other ear but His was permitted to hear. All over the land there
were voices raised and hands stretched out toward His temple.

And has God changed ? Is He less sympathetic or less ap-
proachable to-day ? Nay, He is more accessible. Jesus, when He
was on earth, stood still at the cry of a blind beggar ; and He could
say, ‘' He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” Our Saviour
is now our Intercessor, touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
and by Him we draw near to God.

Does it not strike us, as we read Solomon's prayer, what a
wonderful provision the God of Israel was making for His people?
All state matters, all private matters—the needs manifest to all,
and those known only to the heart in secret, could be brought to
the One all powerful to help. God would have His people speak to
Him and tell Him their griefs and their fears. And God has not
been less thoughtful as to us. We are exhorted to " come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.” It is always a time of need—there
is not a day that does not bring some fresh experience of it—and there
is always help ready at hand if we come forit. Whether the matter
is of public importance or of private interest; whether calamity
threatens the nation or it is a question of each man’s own sore and
own grief; we may come boldly to a throne of grace and meet with
One Who sympathises and succours.

To us it is said, “ Be careful for nothing ; but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

The Conditions for obtaining an Answer.

It is important to observe the conditions which are invariably
attached to prayer. This is so in every dispensation. As to this,
the prayer under consideration is full of instruction.

1. The prayer had to be directed towards God’s house. An
Israelite thus recognised, in a very definite way, the existence of
God. He did not pray aimlessly or into the air. So we read in
the New Testament : *‘ He that cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” How
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often the soul needs to fall back upon that simple fact: God is ;
and knowing that He is, come to Him,

2. More than once Solomon mentions the confession of God’s
Name. “Pray . . . and confess Thy Name.” Everything, in
reality, depended upon this. We are answered, not because of any-
thing in us, or in our prayers, but because of what God is. All
:that God is is now set forth in the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are told
to ask in His Name. Let us always in every prayer -attach the
greatest importance to this and give the utmost place toit. Making
a confession before God of the worthiness of Christ.

3. Another condition of prayer being heard is that we turn
from our sin and seek God with our whole heart. It is imperative
that we forsake every evil way, if God is to grant our requests.
If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me, says the
Psalmist ; how much less will He hear if it is allowed in the life.
So we find Solomon saying, ‘‘ If they turn from their sin.” And if
they pray, saying, * We have sinned, we have done amiss, and have
dealt wickedly.” To obtain God’s ear there must be the fullest
‘confession and forsaking of evil; for God will not be an abettor
of sin. He demands that we should return to Him with all our
heart and with all our soul, and learn the good way wherein He
would have us to walk,

It is essential we should conform to these conditions if our
prayers are to be heard.

With such privileges, is it any wonder we find Daniel, when in
Babylon, opening his window towards Jerusalem three times a day.
Even when he knew his life was at stake he could not and would not
desist.

Let us remember, then, that while such ample provision was
made for Israel, a throne of grace is ever open to us. A * throne,”
the symbol of power, stability and resource ; and one of * grace " ;
the pledge and guarantee that all that power is for us, and not
against us. Thither we can bring all our cares, our troubles and our
needs, and leaving them there, carry away the help which divine
power is able and ready to bestow, and which will sustain and
keep us until the need and the occasion of it have passed away for
ever, and the vicissitudes of our earthly pilgrimage given place to
the rest and satisfaction of heaven.
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“TREASURES OF THE SNOW.”

JoB xxxviii. 22.
For THE YOUNG.

Hast thou considered, says God,
The treasures of the snow ?

There are therein contained
Lessons which you should know !

See how each little flake
Speaks of a Power Divine ;

Varied and frail, yet they,
Beauty and charm combine !

And thus with you and me,
God’s handiwork we show—
So wonderfully made
For usefulness below !

How soon the snow will change
The scene where it is found,
Marking a landscape fair
With purity around !

Likewise we Christians too,
Wherever we may be,

Thus influence for good,
And all the change shall see!

Then snow will also help
Preserve the springtime flow'rs,

Keeping the tender plants
Through many harmful hours !

And we must also guard
The young for Jesu's sake
From evils that abound
Lest they should shipwreck make !

How silently it falls

No effort is required !
Combining with the rest

What strength is soon acquired !

Thus you and I should be,
Hiding ourselves away,
Unitedly in Christ
We shall His pow’r display !

The snow will help as well
To fructify the ground
And thus its increase give
And benefits abound !

Does not our God expect

That each of us below
Should fruitful be to Him

And spread His blessings so ?

In thinking thus about
God'’s treasures in the snow
May you and I believe
And practise what we know |—C.W.C.
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~HINTS TO YOUNG PREACHERS AND
INCIDENTS OF GOSPEL WORK.
(Continued).
By ALFRED H. BURTON.
IL.

OD uses simple means sometimes in directing His servants.
One of my happiest recollections is a visit I paid many years
ago to a little Bedfordshire town. '

Standing one evening on London Bridge platform awaiting my
usual train, I spent the time examining one of Horniman’s pure tea
maps. In those days, these maps were hung in almost every
railway station. I was specially interested in them, for they gave
the population of every town where their agents were to be
found. On this particular occasion, my eye fell on the word
“Dunstable.” I fancied I heard a voice at my side, *“ Go to
Dunstable and preach.” So assured was I that this was of God,
that the next'day found me prospecting the town itself. The
Corn Exchange seemed just the place for gospel work, and there
and then I secured it for Sunday and Wednesday nights. I knew
nobody in the place, but had been given the name of a Christian
man residing in the town. On enquiry, I found that Mr. H.’s
house joined hard by the Corn Exchange. As I walked in, he
greeted me with “ Come in Mr B.”. I was surprised, and asked
how he came to know me. ‘" Well, I heard you preach in the
Market Place at Calne, some months ago. What brings you here ?.”
I told him that I felt God would have me preach the gospel in the
place, and that I had secured the Corn Exchange for the following
Sunday. * Thisis of God " he said, and opening his desk produced
a letter he had written to me more than a month before, inviting
me to come ! God had been working at both ends.

Little wonder was it that we had a time of wonderful blessing.
Many souls were converted, and not a few of them have been called
home, Mr. H. amongst the number.
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I well remember a man addressing me at the close of a Wednes-
day night meeting. “ I can’'t make you out. I get along with you
very well on Wednesdays, but I can’t do with it at all on Sundays.
It seems impossible to think that it is the same man preaching.”
The fact of the matter was, the man was a Calvinist. On Wednes-
day night I was speaking to Christians, and on this particular
occasion had been speaking on Eph. i.: “ Chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world ”’ ; this suited him down to the ground.
But on Sunday nights, addressing myself to the unconverted, I
gave them the free invitation of God’s blessed gospel, “ Whosoever
will let him take the water of life,” and this the poor Calvinist
could not approve. All Scripture is inspired of God, and the
young preacher needs to remember that the Word of God*is the
one effectual weapon to use in the work. Preach the Word !

1 was not very old at this time, but full of the desire to be used
of God in conversions. The memories of the great Irish Revival
were still fresh, and I seemed to have a longing to visit every village
in the land. Many a large town and country district did I visit,
and at every house, great and small, have I left a gospel book and
spoken a few words. The great day that is coming alone will
declare what the result of reading these silent messengers has been.

‘“Had | counted the Gas Jets ?

Those Dunstable meetings were seasons of great blessing
The Corn Exchange used to be packed to the street doors on Sunday
nights in spite of what a sceptical policeman had foreseen. I had
told this stalwart guardian of the peace that I had hired the Corn
Exchange and was going to preach the Gospel, and would he come ?
No committee, no chairman, no choir, how was I going to draw the
people ?  He looked at me with a sort of pity, and asked, had 1
counted the gas jets ? Isaid “ No, why ? ” * You'll get about as
many people!”

However, the people came. God brought them, and large
numbers were converted.

These meetings gave me a start in a new line of work. On
the Wednesday evenings I used to speak to Christians, it was my
first attempt at giving a lecture ! I had just been reading *“ Plain
DPapers on Prophetic Subjects ” by the late W. Trotter. I recom-
mend every young preacher to do the same, and to get the thrill
of those glorious themes into his soul. For the first time I began
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to speak definitely on subjects connected with the coming of the
Lord, and from that day to this—it was in the early seventies—I
have ever found that the Lord has used a distinct and simple testi-
mony along these lines both in the awakening of His people and
the conversion of sinners.

While on this point, I would recall a remarkable incident that
took place in a small New Zealand town about twenty years later.
I was preaching in the Theatre, and God was giving great blessing
to His word. One Sunday afternoon, I noticed a young lady walk
in and take her seat on the front row of chairs. She had every
appearance of being a thoroughly worldly and unconverted girl.
She seemed to take no interest whatever in the service. She kept
turning round, and twisting about, and moving in her seat most
uneasily. In fact, she seemed to be doing it purposely to annoy me.

At the close of the meeting I went straight down to her and
asked her if she had enjoyed the address ? *‘ Not at ali,” she replied.
This did not surprise me, so I asked her if she believed what I had
been saying ? “ Not a word of it,” was the prompt reply. * But
don’t you believe the Bible? ” I next asked. “ No, I don’t.”
‘*“ Then why did you come here to-day ? for you must have known
I was going to speak on the Bible.” I don’t know why I came,
I am sorry I did, and I shall certainly never come again.” “am
not so sure about that,” I replied, for I began to feel that God was
at work in this youngsoul.  ‘ But, did you never believe the Bible ?’
“ Oh, yes, I used to believe it, but then it did me no good,I believed
it because I was brought up to believe it.” “ But were you not
happier when you believed it ? ” ** Oh, yes, and I wish I could be-
lieve it like you do.” I found out that a clever University man had
instilled all sorts of questions about the inspiration of the Scriptures
into her mind, and all these doubts were ever present with her when
she opened the Bible. Her case became a matter of earnest prayer
amongst some Christian friends, and in spite of her determination
not to return, she was found attending night after night.

There again I took up the subject of the Lord’s Second Coming,
going through the two epistles to the Thessalonians in a somewhat
expository manner. On one never-to-be-forgotten night we had
reached the second chapter of the second Epistle. It was an
awfully solemn occasion. I told the people that in that chapter
God had given a clear account of what would take place in Christen=~
dom after the Lord had taken His saints away in the twinkling
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of an eye. I told them what I saw from the Scripture, that the
Lord might come at any moment, that He might come that very
night, and " if you want to know what will happen after that in
this very town, read 2 Thess. ii.” 1 then went on to speak of the
apostasy from the Christian faith that was predicted, and that is
even now largely developed; of the manifestation of the man of
sin (not the Pope, but the great leader of apostate Jews and
Christians) ; and finally, I dwelt solemnly on the hopeless doom of
those who rejected the truth of the Gospel and should be found alive,
and be left behind when Christ should come.

It was a terribly solemn occasion, and the hush and awe of it
remains with me as I write, twenty years later. So much did I
feel it that I told the people that I did not want anybody to come
to me at the close and argue or reason about the matter. I have
told you as simply as I can what God has revealed in His word, if
you do not like it there is no use your coming to me and telling me
so, for I am not the author of 2 Thess. ii.; it is God’s word, and
God’s revelation. If you do not like it, go home, go down on your
knees and say, ‘ O God, I don’t like what Thou hast said, take it
out of Thy book.” We cannot pick and choose. We must take
the whole Bible or none of it.” ,

Miss B—— came forward at the end of the meeting : “ Do you
believe what you have been telling us to-night? Do you believe
the Lord might come back to-night ? Do you believe that the door
of salvation might be closed to-night, and that the people of this
town would have no chance of being saved after that?” * Of
course, I believe it. Do you think I would have given up the
world and all the pleasures and enjoyments of society, do you think
I could take the trouble and go to the expense of going up and
down the country preaching if I did not believe these things ? ”

-She stood for a moment or two and then slowly and with
emphasis on every word, she replied : *‘ Then its awful, that’s all
I can say, simply awful! I have been in this place all my life,
I know all the girls in the district. We go to the theatre together,
we go to the ball-room together, we go to the race-course together,
we go to church together, but to say that we are ready—? How
can we be Christians, the name of Christ never crosses our lips ?4’

““ Yes, it is solemn, and God intends us to feel it, and this is one
of the ways in which He leads people to decision. Salvation is at
this moment offered to you—it is now within your reach. If you
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put it from you, if you reject it, if you choose the world and refuse
Christ, and He comes this night, there will be nothing before you
but God’s strong delusion. It is either salvation or judgment.”

I shall not describe how great a struggle went on in this soul
between light and darkness, God and Satan, faith and infidelity,
until one afternoon some months later, she was brought to accept
the simplicity of the Gospel as contained in John v. 24. And
who can tell how many millions shall be in glory with Christ through
those blessed words :—

“ Verily, verily, §f say unto you, He that heareth My word, and
helieveth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into Judgment, but is passed trom death unto life.”

Now, to return to Dunstable—one Sunday night after the
Gospel Service in the Corn Exchange, a lady invited me to her
house to meet and converse with some who had been awakened
through the preaching. As we separated, she suggested we should
all sing a hymn together. I remarked that while I enjoyed singing
. immensely, I thought it would be difficult to find a hymn we should
all be able to sing, for some of us were rejoicing in Christ, others
were anxious about their souls, while others again were apparently
indifferent and unconcerned. Our hostess herself selected one
which began something like this :—

When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come,

And all Thy ransomed shall appear,

Shall T amongst them stand ?

“ I don’t feel very happy in singing that,” I remarked ‘‘ But
~ it is a beautiful hymn.”” ‘ That may be, but there are two reasons
why I cannot sing it happily. First, when Christ comes for His
_ saints, He does not come as Judge, but as Saviour, ‘ Our citizenship
is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour ’ (Phil. iii. 21}).
Then again, I have no doubt whatever about being amongst the
ransomed by-and-by, for I am one of them already, ‘ in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins’ (Eph. i. 7).”

The next hymn that was suggested was .—
‘Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought --
Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am I His, or am I not?
“Why,” said I, “ that is worse than the first. Do you know
the first place that we read of singing in the Bible? It is in
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Exodus xv. Let us imagine Moses and the Children of Israeif
joining thus :— ’ .
"Tis a point we long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought—
Have we really left Egypt or no?
Are we free, or are we not?

The absurdity of it evoked a smile all round. No, the blood
had screened them from the judgment of a holy God, redemption
had been accomplished, Pharach and his host lay dead in the
waters of judgment, and the redeemed people were standing on the
resurrection side of those waters of death and judgment, and in
the full sense of their deliverance they thus sang unto the Lord :—

“The Lord hath triumphed gloriously.”
L S

" Time would fail to tell of all the happy and thrilling memories
that crowd into one’s soul in looking back over the years beginning
from 1862, when the Lord in His great mercy visited one of the most
worldly families in the county, first for their own eternal blessing,
and that to the second and third generations, and then through
them to others in many lands. It is not in any boastful spirit
that these words are penned, but to realise more fully the exhorta-
tion. *“ Let him that glorieth glory in the Lord.”

In closing, we would urge upon all young Christians to take up
some definite spiritual work for Christ. Let each find out on bended
knee what particular service he or she may be called to, then let all
the energy they possess of mind and body be enlisted for Christ.
Pray much—study the word, keep a tender conscience, do not
grieve the Spirit, and be not weary in well-doing, knowing that
the reaping time is certain.

One of the happiest things in-advancing life is to recall the
triumphs of the gospel, and the places visited, and the people with
whom one has been linked in-the great battle with the powers of
darkness. These surely are not the things that God would have
us to forget, nor shall we forget them in that day when along with
Paul and the Thessalonians we shall greet on the cloud those whom
grace has made our special joy and crown of rejoicing.

‘“ Bring the perplexities of life, the impossibilities of man ;
when God handles them what are they ? "
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NONE OTHER . NAME !
By 5. E. McN..

‘“ There is none other name under heaven given amongst men whereby
we must be saved.’”” Acts iv. 12

THE apostle’s inspired declaration places Jesus Christ, the
Nazarene, in an altogether solitary position.

It affirms that He is Saviowr, and in the whole wide world,
He alone is that.

An extraordinary interest élways belongs to a unique speci-
men. Be it the last rose of summer or the first that appears in
early spring, a special interest attaches to it because of its isolation.

But the interest of the Apostle Peter’s statement has a far
profounder significance than is inspired by a first or last example.
Not only there is none other name, but there never was another,
nor will be. And the special interest of the fact is that it clearly
concerns ourselves.

The marvellous statement has stood the test of time. No
re-casting of creeds has called for the elimination of the words
spoken by fisherman Peter to the Chief Priestsin Jerusalem. Thrones
have shaken, empires have passed away, great names have faded
into doubtful history, but the Name above every name lives on.
Its charm has not been lost. -~ Its power has never been lessened.
Marvels undreamed of in Peter’s day have been revealed to the
patient investigator by the lamp of science, but as yet he has dis-
covered none other name in the whole universe to which a saving
virtue attaches.

The words have stood the test: of place and condmon True
for the fisherman who uttered them then as the expression of his
personal experience, they have been translated into the spoken
language and the spiritual history of untold millions from his day
to ours.  Jesus is a Saviour now from humanity’s sin and sorrow,
and there is none other than He. He saves to-day from the follies
of youth, from the mistakes of maturity, from the weakness of
declining years. He saves the rich and the poor, the high and
the low, the learned and the ignorant.” The unlettered savage
learns to cry to Him for salvation from his wickedness, and the
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greatest intellects of the day know of none other name whereby -
they may be saved from the frailties which the best must own to.

The Name has stood the test of competition. Rival religions
have multiplied. Pretentious philosophies have advanced their
claims. The world is a babel of conflicting theories as to how moral
problems may be solved, but no religion, no science, no philosophy
has a message of salvation for the sinner, except that which brings
him the name of Jesus: Jehovah—a Saviour. » :

It has stood the test of affack. Christianity has been assaulted’
as no other religion. It has been explained away by false friends,
and, to their own satisfaction, “ exploded ” by its enemies. But
whatever theorists may say, facts prove that the name of Jesus
saves still ; that it saves alone. No fact in the universe is attested
by such a cloud of witnesses as is the saving power of Christ. Not
only the words of millions confess it, but countless changed lives,
transformed homes, vanquished sins confirm the testimony that
Jesus saves. ’

Reader, Is this a fact of your personal experience 7 Many will
tell you that there is no saving virtue in the Name above every
name. A curious characteristic may be noticed in all who say
this : they have never put the matter to the test of personal ex-
perience. They have not taken note of the conditions which
enable others to say, The Name of Jesus is a saving power to me.
But the positive experience of every one who has tested the matter
contradicts their pessimistic negation.

Try it! Touch it, as the stricken woman touched the hem of
the seamless robe | Take time, take thought-——pray to know what
the Name of “ Jesus "’ connotes. Learn that it means divine love
reaching down to your guilt, able and willing to raise you to the
gladness and glory of the Father’s house. Test it, when tempta-
tion’s blast beats fiercest : - then let God’s Spirit flood your soul with
all that the Name must mean : Jove that sought, love that suffered,
love that cares, love that cleanses. Nor love alone, but One who
loves living, caring, cleansing now.

* There are two ways in which we learn the knowledge of God—
by enjoying Him, or by our needs, to which He ministers. At
present it is chiefly the latter : by and by it will be the former.”
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“SECRETS OF TRUE SERVICE.”
-S.E.D.

" Thine are we David, and on thy side” (1 Chron. xii. 18).

« EARNESTNESS,” verse 8.
LL true followers of the rejected Christ are trained and fitted
for conflict. Those who can go forth in-the power of His
might, for His cause, with the shield of faith, knowing His work
requires ‘‘ Endurance,” ‘“ Earnestness ” and ‘‘ Haste.”

“ SEPARATION,” verse 15.

It is said, a person is known by the company he keeps. If
any soul desires to be a witness for Christ he must part company
with the world. Go over Jordan (the place of death) and seek to
live in separation and newness of life.

*“ DEVOTION AND DECISION,” verse 18.

“ Thine are we David.”  That is Decision. “ On thy side.”
That is devotion. Paul could say, “ Whose I am and whom I serve.”
The greatest privilege on this earth is to be here for the Lord Jesus
Christ and His interests. Let us never be ashamed to own Him.

“ FELLOWSHIP,” verse 22,
Our fellowship in His service must be a daily thing Day by
day we must go to the true David for our instructions. To seek
to meet the desires of His blessed heart every moment of the day.

* EQUIPMENT,”” verses 32 to 34.

Every Christian worker who looks for the Crowning Day will
seek, in the meantime, to be equipped. We should, therefore,
seek to have understanding of the times like Issachar.

Go forth, and be not of a double heart like Zebulun. May we
take the whole armour of God, so as to stand for Christ until the
Crowning Day comes.

‘ All through the Gospel of John we find Christ occupied with
putting His disciples in the same place w1th Himself, before God,
arid before the world.”
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GLEANINGS.

“ The life-giving preacher is a man of God, whose heart is ever
attune for God, whose eye is single to God, and in whom by the
power of God’s Spirit the flesh and the world have been ' crucified,

and his ministry is like the generous flood of a life-giving river.”
* ok k% %

“ A school to teach preachers how to pray as God counts

praying would be more beneficial to true piety, true worship, and
true preaching than all theological schools.”
* Kk K % '
“ Sermon making will engrass and harden, will estrange the
heart by neglect of prayer from God. The scientist loses God in

nature. - The preacher may lose God in his sermon. .
® k¥ %

“ Jesus Christ cannot make an impression upon our whole

life—He cannot raise it to its real level until the last sacrifice is
made, till the last secrét ‘objection is overcome. When a vessel of
water contains some lumps of ice, the temperature of the water will
not rise until every particle of ice is melted.”
EEE

“ There are seven things which characterise a disciple of
Christ. 1. Continuance in His Word (John viii. 31). 2. Self-denial
(Luke xiv. 26). 3. Cross bearing (Luke xiv. 27). 4. Fruit bearing
(John xv. 8). 5. Persecution {John xv. 20). 6. Love to one another

(John xiii. 85). 7. Reward (Maft..x. 42). These form a precious’

chain, the first link of which is ‘ the Word of His mouth,” the last
“ the reward ”’ which He will bring with Him, and the intermediate
links all closely allied with Himself. If ever Master and servant
were one, the Heavenly Master and the feeble disciple are indis-
solubly linked together.”

* ok ok k-

1 feel the importance of definitely apprehending the relation-
ship in which the Lord has set us. Hence should follow that rigid
obedience (and obedience is the only thing in which a Christian
should be rigid) which would keep us from lafitudinarianism, and
that nearness to Christ which would keep us from sectarianism (the
most natural weed of the human heart; for sectarianism is getting
an interest in a little circle round ourselves) and it would give us
an interest in the whole Church of God, for Christ can love nothing
less.”
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ISAIAH LIIL

No man’s history was ever written before he was born. Many never
have their history written even aiter they have lived and died. Christ alone,
of all who ever entered this world, has the unique honour of having His birth,
life and death depicted beforehand.

HIS chapter is remarkable in many ways. It is the clearest and
fullest prediction we have of the coming of Christ. It enters
into the very details of His wonderful life and death. It contains
a prophecy which has been fulfilled to the letter. Its language is
remarkable. The truth embodied in the language is even more
remarkable. It has been called a miniature Bible. Nowhere,
perhaps, in the whole range of Scripture, are the sinner and the
Saviour brought more directly face to face : nowhere have we a
plainer statement of the sinner’s need and that which can meet it :
nowhere are the atoning sufferings of Christ so pressed home upon
our attention. Is it any wornder that many have been converted
by reading it ?

Moreover, in addition to indirect references to this chapter
in the New Testament, it is directly quoted some five or six times
{see John xii. 38; Rom. x. 16; Acts viii. 32; 1 Peter ii. 22 ; Luke
xxii. 37). The first verse is quoted in John xii. 38, and proves
conclusively two things : (1) that the prophecy in the chapter refers
to Jesus: (2) that it was fulfilled when Israel rejected Him.

Verse 2 is divided into two parts. The opening words, * For
He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of
a dry ground,” refers to what He was in the sight of God. The
“He " being Christ, and the “ Him ” God. The second part tells
us what this same One was in the eyes of men. “ He hath no form
nor comeliness, &c.”” What a chasm between God and men in their
opinions about Christ. In God’s account nowhere else was there
anyone like Christ, in man’s eyes He was nothing. To the former
Christ was the only living thing—the true vine-—the One in Whom
alone fruit could be found : all else was like *“ dry ground " : to the
latter there was no beauty to be seen.

HE WAS DESPISED AND REJECTED.

-And not only did men see no beauty in Him, but verse 3 tells
us they “ despised and rejected Him.” And this because He was a
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““man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” And so they hid
their faces from Him and esteemed Him not. How truly all this
depicts the attitude of men towards the Lord Jesus the fourfold
Gospel narrative shows.

Verses 4-6 contain the words which will be used in a future day
by repentant Israel when they discover that Jesus was really their
Messiah. But they have a meaning for us to-day. Verse 4 is
quoted in Matthew viii. 17, and refers to our Saviour’s three and a
half years’ public service. He not only healed disease and raised
the dead by His power, but He felf for all. Every mourner, every
sick one, had His sympathy. There was more than the touch of
power, the heart went out to the sufferer. See Him fouch the leper :
hear Him sigh as He says, ‘‘ Be opened " and unstops the deaf ears :
behold Him weep with the mourners at Bethany before He cried,
‘“ Lazarus, come forth "’ (Luke v. 13 ; Mark vii. 34; John xi. 35).
In Jesus, not only was the arm of Jehovah made bare but His heart
‘“ He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.’

But verse § carries us beyond this to the Cross. Christ was not
a sin bearer in His life time, but He carried our sorrows then. But
we had sins as well as sorrows. And Christ is sufficient for both,
but we need Him differently for each. He could not sympathise
with our sins. His holiness prevented that. And no amount of
sympathy could have removed them. He must suffer what our
sins deserved if ever they were to be taken away.

‘“ No act of power could e’er atone
No wonder-working word.”

And so in verse 5 we read, “ He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him ; and with His stripes we are healed.”
Notice in verse 4 it is *“ griefs *’ and ** sorrows " : in verse 5, *‘ trans-
gressions ™' and “ iniquities.” Moreover, in the one case He simply
‘““bore ” them and “ carried ” them, in the other something was
inflicted upon Him. He was “ wounded "’ ; He was * bruised " ;
He bore “ chastisement ” and “ stripes.” How different the two
verses are. For my griefs and sorrows I need sympathy. For my
sins I need that someone should bear the punishment instead of me.
Andin Christ we find both. In verse b, God is telling us of One
Who bore all this for us—our sins as well as our sorrows. First
telling us how perfect in His sight this One was, and then
unfolding to us the astonishing but unquestionable fact that this
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very Person—His own Son—suffered on account of the sins of others.
Both our sorrows and our sins are thought of. How wonderful !

Ah | happy indeed for us, if we can make the language of that
verse the language of our faith and say (putting “ my " in the place
of “our.””), ‘“ He was wounded for my transgressions, and bruised for
my iniquities.” This is what God would have us do.

As we listen to and ponder the wondrous truth of verse 5 does
not faith spring up in our hearts 7 As we discern God’s provision
for us, and see it is exactly what we need, do we not feel constrained
to accept it? Surely, it shall never be said of us, “ Who hath
believed our report ? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?
But rather we shall indeed find it to be true, ““Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.”

THE EFFECT OF CHRIST’S DEATH.

In verse 6 we are allowed to see the impression this sight of the
death of Christ produces. ‘‘ Al we like sheep have gone astray ; we
have turned everyone o his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all.”” Here is the language of one who realises the
meaning of verse 5. Notice the two " alls ”’ ; one at the beginning
and the other at the end of verse 6. = All who consciously come

- within the first, and own it, may confidently rely upon being included
in the last. It is not only what we have done, but there is something
God has done. We have gone astray, but the Lord (Jehovah) hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Here is the very essence of atone-
ment. Do let us grasp it. It was God Himself—for He alone
could do it—Who laid on Christ iniquities that were not His but ours,
and He answered for them. Reverently and adoringly it can be
said that this is the most wonderful work God ever did.

Thus Christ suffered at the hands of God for the sins of believers,
all, in fact, who make the confession of verse 6. But He also suffered
at the hands of man, and this is described in the next three verses,
verses 7-9. All that man was ready to do against God came out
at the same time that God was doing His utmost for man. Just
before Christ died for the ungodly, man was allowed to shew his
bitter enmity towards God. And all this was spoken of and predicted
hundreds of years before it happened, proving so distinctly that
the Bible is the very word of God. * He was oppressed, and He was
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth ” (Read Matt. xxvi. 62-8 and
xxvii. 11-14). A wonderful contrast comes out here between vers.



62 THE FAITH AND THE FLOGCK.

6and 7. In verse 6 we are likened to sheep going astray; in verse 7
Christ is likened to a sheep, but in what a different way—" As a. :
sheep before her shearers is dumb.,”” Man for the moment was
allowed to do what he liked. Christ said nothing. When He opened
His mouth it was to make intercession for the transgressors, not for
Himself. See last clause of last verse.

The real force of verse 9 is, ““ They made His grave with the
wicked, but He was with the rich in His death.” That is, their
mtention was, not only to give Him a malefactor’s death, but a
malefactor’s grave. This God did not permit. After the Cross,
God stepped in and allowed man to do no more. They were not
allowed to break a bone of Him, and God sends those two rich men,
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus to attend to the burial of
His beloved Son.

THE FUTURE.

And now we have three verses remaining of this wonderful
chapter, and they tell us what is to be the outcome of this wondrous
life and death. It was because God pleased, that it all happened.
Can we read anywhere more wonderful words about God and His
beloved Son than these ? Yef ¢ pleased the Lord to bruise Him ; He
hath put Him to grief : when Thou shalt make His soul an offering foy
sin.” It is God’s work. It is Christ suffering at the hands of a
holy God. And when I see that was for me, what can I do but
believe and adore ? Can I have a doubt, either about God’s willing-
ness to save or as to-everything having been done in order that I may
be freely forgiven ? God bruised Him. God put Him to grief.
Christ made His soul an offering for sin. Can anything more be
needed ? Might not the Saviour well say at the end, ““ Itis finished.”

And what shall I think of Him ? Of Him Who took-my place,
and with my sins upon Him came under the stroke of God’s judgment
against them, and felt in the very depths of His soul’s agony what
sin was—His creature’s sin—and to be outside of God’s presence on
account of it. “ My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?
What shall I think of Him ? Need I be surprised if I feel an un-
accountable drawing to Him, and that eternity will not be long
enough to repay Him all I owe ; and feel that the One Who was great
enough to bear my sins, is great enough to satisfy my heart for ever,

And He, what will He get out of it all ? * He shall see His
seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
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prosper in His hand. He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall
be satisfied.”” Yes, God'’s pleasure shall be done, and Christ will be
satisfied at the result. And this will be when the last penitent
sinner is brought to God, and the earth is full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the seas, and when the supreme place
of honour in heaven and on earth is accorded to the One Who
! poured out His soul unto death.” * Therefore will I divide Him
a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong ;
‘because He hath poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered
with the transgressors ;| and He bare the sin of many, and made inter-
cession for the transgressors.”
R. E

THEN FACE TO FACE.

1 Cor. xiii. 12.

To see His Face—His Blessed Face—
My only consolation

Is, through His tenderness and grace,
This sweet anticipation.

To see His Face—His Stricken Face—
In death and condemnation

He bore my judgment, took my place,
Secured for me salvation.

To see His Face—His Risen Face—
In grateful adoration;

His path of sorrows to retrace,
Sublime commemoration.

To see His Face—His Glorious Face—
His Home my destination ;

Be like Him, near Him, share His place,
Eternal consummation.

To see His Face—His Holy Face—
To feel His Love's pulsation ;

My highest rapture—His embrace—
To know no separation.

To see His Face; vyes, just His Face—
Supreme edification.

The light of knowledge there to trace,
Glory, and new creation.

His promise stands; time nears apace,
My faith’s substantiation—
In glory to behold His Face,
And share His Saints' translation—W.J.H.
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“GO FORWARD.”
By J.H.D.

“ Speak unto the Children of Israel that they Go Forwarp " (Ex. xiv. 15).

HE people to whom this command was given had been redeemed
from Egypt by blood, under Jehovah'’s instructions to Mases.
Typical of the believer’s redemption from sin, and its bondage.

Before this blessed command could be obeyed a great and
marvellous act had to be accomplished, whereby Egypt’s bondage,
and the enemy’s power, would be a thing of the past, but, to the
natural eye, things were anything but rosy—for the people lifted
up their eyes and saw Pharaoh and his army pursuing them, fully
equipped for battle. They knew his power, and the severity of
his commands (Ex. v. 6-18). All these things were fully known to
them by painful experience ; and they had great cause for such
fear when they remembered the brick kilns and the task-master’s
lash but they were now about to prove, as never before, the power of
Jehovah. 1In their distress and terror they cried out and mur-
mured. Moses had been the recipient of a communication from
Jehovah (Ex. vi. 2-8), and although the people did not hearken to
it, Jehovah had spoken, and it must come to pass  Their deliver-
ance did not depend on themselves.

“ Fear ye not, stand still (sounded forth from the lips of this
man of faith) and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will shew
to you to-day : for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye
shall see them again no more for ever. THE LORD shall fight for
you, and YE shall hold your peace” (chap. xiv. 13-14). What
confidence ! It was perfectly true the enemy were in sight, in fact,
on their heels (vers. 9-10), but the utterance of Moses was one of
faith in the word of Jehovah, given to him in chap. vi. 2-8. Did
Jehovah fail him? No! this could not be—Jehovah had spoken,
and Moses believed His word. There is encouragernent and instruc-
tion for every reader here. When God speaks let us not only
hearken, but believe, and. put into practice our faith.

The Lord did not intend his people to fight on this occasion.
He was going to do the fighting. What He required was, that the
people should trust him and afterwards make progress.
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We, too, cannot fight our great enemy, the Devil. The Lord
Jesus Christ has done that and annulled him, but God does expect
us to use the shield of faith, to quench the fiery darts of the wicked
one. We shall also need to use the sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God, as the Lord Jesus Christ did when tempted of the
Devil.  In fact, we cannot dispense with any part of the armour of
God in our path of progress (Eph. vi. 10-18).

Now comes the next important step. They were to hear
from Moses God’s command to go forward. But how? Here,
again; Jehovah comes to the rescue. ‘‘ Speak to the Children of
Israel that they Go FORWARD,” and by His command the way was
made through the sea. The pillar of cloud which had led them
forward removed and stood behind them, and while they were in
the light, the Egyptians were in darkness.

‘“ Speak unto the Children of Israel that they Go Forwarp.”
While these words had their special application and significance at
this particular moment, yet these words should ring in our ears.
at all times. Is our Christian life a progressive one? Are we
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto-
those things which are before, pressing toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ? (Phil. iii. 13-14).
Are we seeking to run the race and finish our course acceptably
to God ? There are some who loiter, the close of life does not find
them running the race set before them—they pause—they linger,
perhaps it may be said of some who read this, “ Ye did run well,.
what doth hinder you!” Let us who are young rally ourselves..
John, the Apostle, writing to the young men says, “ I have written
unto you young men because ye are strong, and the word of God,
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one ” (1 John
ii. 14)

There are times when we must * 8tand still > and see God’s.
deliverance :(—* Be still and know that I am God.” 8it still at
Jesu’s feet to hear His word ; but it is that we may be better able
to make progress afterward.

It is true, the enemy of God and Israel had said, *“ I will pursue, .
I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, My lust shall be satisfied upon
them, I will draw My sword, My hand SHALL DESTROY THEM "
(Ex. xv. 9), but what of all this? We doubt not he had the power,.
naturally ; but Jehovah had said (chap. vi. 6-8) seven times,.
“1 wir.”
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1 will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians ”
“1 will rid you out of their bondage ”’

“1 will redeem you with a stretched—out arm, and with great
judgments ” ;

“ T will take you to me for a people ™ ;

“1 will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord
your God which bringeth you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians "’ ;

** 1 will bring you into the land, concerning the which I did'swear
to give it to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob " ;

“1 will give it you for an heritage.”

“1am Jehovah.” He could not fail. GO FORWARD, then, it
is the Lord’s command, let us obey with ready mind, and cheerful
heart. Are we standing still or are we progressing ? The sea of
troubles will open before us, and He will shew us the path through.
Obedience to the command makes all the difference between success
and failure, trivmph and defeat. GO FORWARD ! let us do our duty
now, for the time is short, and opportunities once lost may never be
ours again.

The slothful man saith : “ There is a lion without, I shall be
slain in the streets ” (Prov. xxii. 13). But God has said, “ Fear
thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am thy God :
I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee; yea I will uphold
thee, with the right hand of my righteousness "’ (Is. x1i. 10).

“ How sweet it i1s to look to the end of our weary way—and
what an end—' The House of the Lord!' and that ‘for ever’!
Surely ‘ goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life,’ and ‘I will dwell in the House of the Lord for ever.’ Can
anything be sweeter, goodness and mercy #now, the house of the
Lord hereafter 2

* * * *

“ All things are possible to him that believeth. Faith never
stumbles at difficulties or trials, but always looks to where God is,
which is the bright side of everything. Godward, trials are bread
for faith. Paul knew this well—Christ knew it—may we know
it also.”
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St. PAUL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY :

AS A SERVANT.
By R. E.

The Manner, Method and Matter ot His Ministry.

The Manner.

E have considered the greatness and unique character of St.
Paul’s mission. Let us now contemplate the manner,
method, and matter of his ministry. These heads will embrace the
general scope of his service, and enable us to form some idea of the
mighty instrument he was in the hands of Christ, Who had raised
him up to be the Apostle of the Gentiles and endued him with power,
so that * through mighty signs and wonders by the power of the
Spirit of God,” he made ‘‘ the Gentiles obedient by word and deed.”
In an autobiographical note, he tells us, that, grace had been given
bim of God that he * should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”
And he adds: ‘“So that from Jerusalem and round about unto
Illyricum, I have fully preached the Gospel of Christ.”

In Acts xx. we have a record of the apostle’s address to the
elders of Ephesus, which contains most valuable and precise in-
formation as to the manner and method of his labours in their city.
We have, therefore, in his own words a vivid rehearsal of his labours,
and it is probable that what he depicts as taking place at Ephesus
was pursued with equal energy and devotion wherever he went.
In verse 18 we read : * Ye lnow from the first day that I came into
Asia, after what manner 1 have been with you at all seasons.”” How
much these few words convey. ““ From the first day.” The Apostle
began as he meant to continue. He was no haphazard worker.
His manner and method were determined beforehand. = Though it
was God’s work, he was sane enough to know that there was a right
and wrong way of doing things, and that carelessness might hinder
the work.  He therefore laid down rules for himself ~ For the God
of grace is the God of creation, and order is heaven’s first law.
And if this determination to have a method showed conceritration
and self-control, the words “ after what manner I have been with
you at all seasons,” reveal continuity and consistency of purpose.
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“ At all seasons.”” What fine consistency ! It is this that tells.
Our spasmodic efforts produce correspondingly fitful results. But,

“ from the first day,” and ‘' at all seasons,” here is the secret of

permanent achievement. The same diligence, the same high .
standard ; the quality of service never lowered-—this was the great

Apostle’s manner of service ; whatever the people might think of

him among whom he laboured, and in spite of all difficulties and

discouragements. In all this he is an example to everyone who

seeks to serve. From the first day until the last he pursued an

undeviating course. Can we do better than study the manner and

method of such a man?

And first as to the manner. The Apostle speaks thus of himself :
“ 8erving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears,
and temptations which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews ™’
(ver. 19). Do not these opening words, ““ Serving the Lord,”
explain those expressions *‘ From the first day’* and * at all seasons ?
He had his eye on the Lord. But for this, he might often have failed,
if-not given up altogether. It was this which accounted for his
unremitting toil, and gave him such undeviating purpose. In all
his service he had the Lord before him: and it makes all the
difference whether we serve people or Christ. To realise we are
serving the Lord imparts an immeasurable tone and distinction to
our labours. The Apostle was occupied neither with service nor
the people he served. He entered fully into the teaching of his
Master. *“ But which of you having a servant ploughing or feeding
cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field,
Go and sit down to meat ?  And will not rather say unfo him, Make
ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have
eatens and drunken : and afterward thow shalt eat and drink.”  The
lesson of which surely is, that we are to make everything of the One
Whom we serve, and not of the service or those we serve. Ifitis
service that occupies us or the people, we shall be either puffed up
or cast down ; thinking that our service is more important than
that of others, or else, contrariwise, thinking that it is of no use at
all.  But if we are ‘“serving the Lord,” every service, however
insignificant, becomes great, because the One for Whom it is done
is so great. And, moreover, with His greatness in our eyes, we shall
not think ourselves great, but say in the language He Himself
puts into our lips, “ We are unprofitable servants; we have done
that which was our duty to do ” (Luke xvii. 7-10).
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Yet, on the other hand, no one was more considerate of the
people he served than was the Apostle. He endured all things
for the elect’s sake. He became all things to all men, if by any
means he might save some. “ I will very gladly spend and be
spent for your souls,” he writes to some ; while to others he can
say, “ We were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her
children : so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing
to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us . . . As ye know
how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as
a father doth his children.” All the gentleness of a nurse, and all
the wisdom and helpfulness of a father, characterized the one whose
héervice was to the Lord.

Was it not because he was free from all that he could, and did,
become servant of all? And to be truly the servant of the Lord
must impart a character to all we do. The thought of “ serving the
Lord ” gives boldness ; it lifts the mind above petty considerations ;
it enables us to overlook and forget vexations, which otherwise
would annoy ; and saves us from the snares only too numerous in
the path of service. It gives, too, a proper independence : ““ With
me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of
man’s judgment . . . but He that judgeth me is the Lord.” So
wrote the one who yet could make himself * servant of all.”

How did the Apostle serve the Lord ? * With all humility of
mind,” he tells us. And surely what gave him this humility was
that he always had his eye on the One he served. He knew that as
far as he himself was concerned, he was an * unprofitable servant,”
doing merely his duty; but his Master was supremely great and
glorious. He realised that the splendid success of his labours was
not due to him: “ Yet not I,” he says, *“ but the grace of God.”
Again, * I will not dare to speak of any of those things that Christ
hath not wrought by me.” *‘ Since ye seek a proof of Christ speak-
ing in me.” “ He that wrought effectually in Peter . . . the same
was mighty in me.” It was Christ Who did the work, and not
Paul. Such was his humility that he styled himself the chief of
sinners, but the least of the Apostles, and less than the least of all
saints. He never sought place or patronage. When he found that
his name was being used as a party cry at Corinth, he falls, as it were,
‘on his face, like Moses did before him. “ Who then is Paul ? *’ he
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asks. And again, “ These things, brethren, I have in a figure trans-
ferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes ; that ye might learn in

us not to think of men above that which is written. . . . For 1
think that God hath set forth us the Apostle last . . . even unto

this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place, and labour,
working with our own hands, being reviled, we bless ; being per-
secuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we intreat; we are made .
as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto
this day.” Who but a humble man could have trodden such a
path!

Such strangely perverse creatures are we that service, unless
the flesh is kept under, instead of making us humble, is apt to puff us
up. The publicity, which to a great extent is inseparable from service,
the position it gives the servant, and the many inducements to
make him think something of himself, arising from the very nature
of the work—all these may tend to self-exaltation. If we have this
example of the apostle continually before us, we shall be saved from
many a pitfall. Humility in the apostle did not mean feebleness—
when aqccasion called for it, he knew how to magnify his office, and
he could write to another and say, * Let no man despise thy youth.”
Humility has generally marked all the servants of Christ who have
been especially owned of God. And in this quality they have
resembled the Master Himself. Who so humble as He? He
washed His disciples’ feet, and said to them, “ Know ye what T have
done toyou? . . . Ihavegiven you an example, that ye should
do as I have done to you? ” He told them, “ T am among you as
He that serveth.” The apostle followed His Master in this, though
of course, at a distance. In the passage we are considering he puts
humility above everything. He does not speak of his success, he
does not mention the number of souls that were converted under
his ministry, but he speaks of humsility. Yet. Ephesus was where
his mightiest work was done. And others too, though of lower rank
than the apostle, have been distinguished for the same grace.
Whitefield was as conspicuous for humility as for his marvellous
gift. Notwithstanding all that God wrought by him, notwith-
standing his unequalled popularity with men, he ever remained a
truly humble servant.

St. Paul gives us several reasons why humility should charac-
terise the servant of the Lord. Oneisin 1 Cor.iv. 7: “ For who
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maketh thee to differ from another ? and what hast thow, that thow didst
not receive 2 now, if thou didst recetve it, why dost thou glory, as if thou
hadst not recetved 1t 7"’ Another, in the previous chapter, ver. 7 So
then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth ;
but God that giveth the increase.” And 2 Cor. iv. 5 affords an
additional reason,  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord ; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.” Here,
then, we have three solid reasons why humility should characterise
the servants of Christ. First, as to what they have and are, the
Lord makes His servants to differ as to their qualifications ; secondly,
as to what they do, it would come to nought unless God gave the
increase ; and, thirdly, as to what they preach, they exalt Christ,
and Christ only.

But there was another thing that marked the apostle’s service.
He served the Lord ‘‘ with many tears.” Now, why does the
apostle mention this fact ? It is hardly too much to say thatin a
large measure it reveals the secret of his success. A man who
weeps is alive to the importance of his mission, and is downright
in earnest about it. If we are not moved ourselves, how can we
expect to move others ? The blessed Master is a pattern in this as
in everything else. He wept over Jerusalem; He wept at the
grave of Lazarus ; He wept in the hour of His agony, when, with
strong crying and tears, He offered up prayers and supplications
unto Him that was able to save Him from death. Depend upon it,
if there were more tears, there would be more conversions. Hearts
would be touched. * How is it that your seed comes up so soon ? *’
said one gardener to another. ‘‘ Because I steep it,”” was the reply.
The reason why our preaching is often without effect is—we have
forgotten to steep it in tears. ‘* He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.” These are the conditions. Weep-
ing in secret, when no eye sees us but God’s, is, after all, the great
thing.

The next thing we notice, in connection with the manner of
the apostle’s ministry, is ‘ temptations.” No doubt this word
would also include all that is ranged under the head of trials. It
has been well said, “ Prayer and temptation, the Bible and medita-
tion, make a good minister of Jesus Christ.” Trial and temptation
are the badges of service. They are incidental to the work. The
servant is seeking to pull down the kingdom of Satan and establish
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the kingdom of God, and no wonder that the great adversary will
not let him alone. He is in the forefront of the fight and must
expect blows. An unusually large share fell to the apostle’s lot.
(Read 2 Cor. xi. 23-28). Moreover, trials have a purifying effect.
* When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” They also
have a mellowing effect. What a lack is discernable where there
has been freedom from trial | Such a servant may have much gift,
but hardly be as distinguished for grace and usefulness. *If I
am in sorrow,” said one, * commend me to a bruised brother.”
Who is it has been made perfect through sufferings ? Is it not
the Lord Jesus? And is there any other road for His servant?
In trial and temptation, the servant learns too the deceitfulness
of his own heart, discovers his weakness and imperfections and
experiences his own emptiness. But, on the other hand, they cast
him upon God, he grows in deeper acquaintance with Christ, tests
the boundless resources of his Master, and learns experimentally
that His “ strength is made perfect in weakness.” As a consequence
he becomes better able to help others. Often when some message
from one of the Lord’s servants has been used to us, we have little
thought of the suffering he has had to pass through to fit him to
be such a channel of blessing. If it is true of believers generally,
it is even more true of servants : “ I have chosen thee in the furnace
of affliction.”

No servant will ever distinguish himself who has not
passed through the school of suffering. -We might mention
many of God’s servants, whose history illustrates what has been
said. Look at Joseph ! Think of his pathway ! From his father’s
house to the pit, from the pit to the prison, and thence to the
palace. Moses had to keep sheep at the backside of the desert,
before he led forth the people of God, and what trials he had after-
wards ; David wandered as a fugitive, ere he was established on
the throne of Israel. If any who read these lines are passing
through special trial and temptation, let them remember it may be
the needed preparation for future service.

“In the parable of the Prodigal Son, note the father’s love
in falling on the son’s meck, and kissing him in all his rags, then
introducing him into the house, clothed in the best robe. It would
have been dzscredttable to the father, had his son been in his
house in rags.”
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THE COMING OF THE LORD.

By Arrrep H. BurTtON.

NEARLY two thousand years ago, the little band of eleven

Apostles (for Judas, the traitor, had * gone to his own place ")
wended their way up the slopes of the Mount of Olives. They walked
in the company of the Risen Christ.

The great work of atonement had just been wrought at Calvary.
That stupendous moment in the history of the universe had just
taken place—the moment to which the eternity of the past looked
forward, and to which the eternity of the future will look back.
Christ, the Incarnate Son of God, had laid down His life, but He
had taken it again, and as the mighty Conqueror had returned from
the battlefield where He had annulled Satan, and had vanquished
the powers of darkness, triumphing over them in His Cross (Col. ii.15).

" By weakness and defeat
He won the meed and crown,
Trod all our foes beneath His feet,
By being trodden down.””

That blessed Christ was both God and man. He was as truly
God as was God the Father and God the Holy Ghost. Never in the
history of Christendom was it more necessary than it is to-day to
insist upon this fundamental truth of the Christian faith. .

A mass of unregenerate men have taken possession of the
theological seminaries of the land. They sit in the professor’s
chair, and attempt to discuss the mysteries of divine revelation

after the fashion of teachers of mathematics or chemistry, or other

- such-like sciences. With their puny. finite minds they would grasp
the infinite, ignoring altogether the plain statement of the Word of
God that ‘“ the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God ” (1 Cor. ii. 11). ‘

Before any one can be a true minister of Christ he must first
of all have passed from death unto life (John v. 24). Before he
can ““ know the things that are freely given to us of God,” he must
first of all have received * the Spirit which is of God " (1 Cor. ii.12).
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The absence of this in the present day is, we believe, what produces
all the unbelief, the spiritual doubt, the infidelity, We may call it,
that is now flooding the land.

Hence we feel called upon to state in no uncertain manner
our unchanged and absolute conviction of the truth of the full and
essential deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. We repeat, He is as truly
God as is the Father and the Holy Ghost. One God only, but
revealed in three persons—an infinite truth which baffles the under-
standing of the finite mind of man ; but a truth which the Bible
asserts, and which every Christian believes. The man who denies
it has abandoned the Christian faith, and forfeited his claim to the
name of Christian.

But not only was Jesus God, He was as truly man as He was
truly God. Hence, in connection with the glorious truth of the resur- -
rection, it is said on the one hand that having laid down His life
He had power to take it again : that is, as a divine Person He laid
it down, no man took it from Him ; and as a divine Person He took
it again, for He had power to do so (John x. 17-18). On the other
hand, as man He was taken by wicked hands, was crucified and
slain (Acts 1i. 23), and as man He was raised from the dead by the
mighty power of God (Eph. i. 19-20). The rationalist would stumble
at this. How can this possibly be ? he exclaims. No man took
His life from Him, and yet He was slain by men’s hands! But
the child of God, born of the Spirit, and indwelt by the Spirit,
receives the things of the Spirit of God in simple and unquestioning
faith. These things to the unregenerate natural man are foolishness,
but to the child of God-—the spiritual man—they are amongst the
deep things of God, freely given to us that we might know them,
enjoy them, walk in the power of them, and have the heart over-
flowing with adoration and praise because of them (1 Cor. ii. 9-16).

On the memorable occasion to which we have referred (Acts i.),
the Risen Christ led his disciples outside the walls of Jerusalem and
up the slopes of Olivet. There He spoke to them, amongst other
things, of the coming of the Holy Ghost. In three ways were they
to be affected by this entirely new fact of the Spirit’s presence on
earth, fruit of the redemption work of the Lord Jesus. The Spirit
had wrought before, from creation onwards ; He had come upon
men, both saved and unsaved, making them the vehicles for com-
municating God's mind, as, for example, Balaam, Saul the King
of Israel, as well as David and the prophets. But never until
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redemption had been accomplished did He come here to dwell in
person. The Holy Spirit’s influences had been felt before, His
presence as a divine Person was now to be known when the day of
Pentecost had fully come.

The Presence of the Holy Spirit.

In three ways, we repeat, were the disciples to be affected by
the presence of this august Person. First, as ‘ the promise of the
Father "’ (Acts i. 4, and cf. John xiv., xv., xvi.}, introducing them
into the conscious relationship of sons.

Second, as the baptism of the Holy Spirit, introducing them-
into the unity of the body of Christ (Actsi. 5, and cf. 1 Cor. xii. 13).

And thirdly, as the power for service and testimony (Actsi. 8;
fi. 1-13).
~ Every Christian, then, is a son of God, and has the Spirit of
adoption in his heart whereby he cries, Abba, Father; every
Christian is a member of the body of Christ, and is livingly united
by the Spirit to his exalted Head in heaven, as well as to all his
fellow-Christians, as members of the body of Christ on earth ; and
évery Christian is a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, and is endued
with the power of the Holy Ghost for that service, in whatever
direction it may lie, whether amongst the saints of God as pastor
and teacher, or toward the world as evangelist, or in any other way.

Having spoken to His disciples these things, and while they
beheld, the blessed Lord was taken up. A cloud received Him, and
hid Him from their gaze. Seen but a moment before, He was now
out of their sight. A cloud had intervened—a cloud, and nothing
more.

With steadfast eyes they look toward heaven. Had they not
seen Him ‘‘ as He went up ”’ ? 'Was He not then in heaven ? Yes,
verily, and there in heaven He has been ever since that day of all-
absorbing memory.

But, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel. Angelic
messengers were these, who, fresh from heaven’s courts, where they
had that very moment just witnessed the entrance there of the
glorified Redeemer, now impart to His wondering disciples the joyful
tidings that * this same Jesus which is taken up from you into
Meaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go inte
heaven " (Acts i. 11).
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We are writing specially for those to whom this truth is more -
or less unknown. For, strange as it may appear, though the
Scriptures from one end to the other abound with references thereto,
the teachers of Christendom have allowed it to drop almost entirely
from their testimony. So much is this the case that when allusion
is made to the subject, the strangest misconceptions are found to
exist as to what is implied by the words ** the coming of the Lord.”

What it is not. ,

Some imagine that the words are to be taken as referring to

.death. Let this thought be banished from our readers’ minds.
The Scriptures speak in numberless passages of the coming of the
Lord, in the various aspects of this great event, but in none of these
is death the subject.

No, the coming of the Lord and death are two totally different
things. True, they may either of them take place at any moment.
Before the writer has time to lay down his pen, before the reader
has time to turn over the page, death might come to the one or the
other. But besides this, even before death has time to overtake us,
the coming of the Lord might take place ; if saved, we should then
be caught up into heaven without dying (1 Thess. iv.) ; if unsaved,
left behind for the awful judgment that will fall upon the living at
the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ in flaming fire (2 Thess. i.).
But these two things, death and the coming of the Lord, are totally "
distinct, though either might take place at any moment.

Again, there are others who imagine that by the coming of the
Lord is meant the end of the world. This is not so at all.  After
the Lord has come and taken His people home to glory, the world
will continue its course, evil will increase and apostasy become
complete. The Lord will then appear to execute judgment ; after
that will take place the millennial reign of Christ, so that the end
of the world, as it is n w physically constituted, cannot take place
until more than a thousand years after the coming of the Lord for
His people.

Every Christian ought to be waiting for Christ.

Many seem to think that the coming of the Lord is the special
doctrine of only a few peculiar Christians. So far from this, we
affirm that it is the bounden duty, as well as the holy privilege of
every Christian to be waiting for Christ. Three things are said
about it in the Scriptures. S :
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1. The coming of the Lord is a comforting hope to the child of
God (1 Thess. iv. 18). In a world where death is constantly at
work the Christian’s circle is often broken ; loved Christian friends
are removed. But the sorrow that overwhelms the world when
death rudely snaps the bond of human friendship should never take
possession of the Christian’s heart, for he has the comforting hope
that before he has time to lay the precious dust in the grave, the
Lord may come, and in a moment saints whom death has parted
for a time shall be reunited in eternal bliss. :

2. The coming of the Lord is a blessed hope. In a scene where
ungodliness and worldly lusts abound, where the Christian himself
is called upon to be ever on the watch lest the spirit of the world
overtake him, and swamp him so far as his happiness, his usefulness
and his testimony are concerned; here where prayerful energy
needs always to be in exercise that he might ** live soberly, righteous-
ly and godly in this present world,” what éncouragement is derived
from that blessed hape, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ! Soon the battle will be over, and
we shall see Him *“ who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people *’
(or a people of His own possession), “zealous of good works™ (Titus
ii. 11-15).

3. The coming of the Lord is a purifying hope. Believers are
already the children of God. The world knows them not, for it
knew not their Master. He was misunderstood, so are they ; He
was despised, so are they; He was hated, so oftentimes are they.:
Very far indeed is our measure of all this from His. But presently -
we shall be perfectly like Him. When He shall appear in glory we
shall be Like Him—perfectly like Him—for we shall see Him as He"
is. Having this hope then in Him, we purify ourselves, even as He
is pure (1 John iii. 1-4).

The coming of the Lord is a comforting hope, a blessed hope,
and a purifying hope. Every Christian, then, ought to be waiting
for Christ.

‘“ A-prudent man may weigh evidence, and embrace Christianity
-as truth, but salvation is of God alone, not for clear head, but

~contrite heart, not for apt scholar, but lost sinner, not for wise and
prudent, but for babes,”
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THE LIFTED EYE.

Read Gen. xiii. 8-17.

BRAM'S faith was sorely tried and tested, yet by Divine grace
grandly victorious ! He stands before us in the Word as the
typical man of faith—father of all who believe. God in His
infinite wisdom always tests the grace that He imparts, for purposes
of blessing. Hence, we are not to think it ““ strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you ”"—but rather rejoice, because
in every trial of faith the Lord designs that we should know more
of Himself, and become more fully conformed to the Divine mind
and will—the afterward * yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness, unto them which are exercised thereby  (Heb. xii. 11).
Abram’s faith was tried when called to leave his country, and his
kindred, but ““ he obeyed and he went out, not knowing whither
he went.” The Word of God was sufficient, and every step was a
victory of faith—he went on in triumph over all that hindered or
opposed his onward path! Again, his faith was sorely tried in
reference to the birth of Isaac—the promised Seed—and he was
called to years of patient waiting. Even when the promise was
renewed, when it was utterly impossible according to the course
of nature, yet was he “strong in faith, giving glory to God ”
(Rom. iv. 19-21).  He looked not at second causes, or surrounding
circumstances or temporal difficulties ; but the heart rested in the
promise of Him Who never fails! And as surely as faith was
tested, so surely was faith rewarded, and the promised son was
given! But the most severe trial of his faith must have been
when commanded by God to take that God-given seed and son of
promise, and offer him up for a burnt-offering!| What a mysterious
and unheard-of mandate ! Yet how promptly and implicitly obeyed !
—the three days’ journey over with its depth of anguish; the
place reached, the aged father with his own hands * built analtar
‘there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid
him on the altar upon the wood "—' took the knife "'—this was
obedience to the utmost point ; but not until then did God’s de-
liverance come in, and the divinely appointed substitute was given
to take the place of the beloved Isaac! All this was beautifully
typical of the Coming One, yet at the same time a glorious victory
of God-given faith! Now it was in the power of that faith that



THE FAITH AND THE FLOCK. L

Abram said to Lot : * If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will
go to the right ; or, if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go
to the left ”’ (Gen. xiii. 9). He could well afford to let Lot choose,
assured, through faith, that his own portion was absolutely secure ;
but alas! Lot, in making his choice, appears to have had the eye
fixed only upon the earthly, for we do not read he sought God’s
guidance or glory in the matter. How many in the present day
put the earthly before the heavenly, the temporal before the spiritual
—the things of time and sense in the place of eternal blessings !
How many are seeking to grasp the one at the expense of the other,
living only for the life that now is! The Lord Himself has warned
us, * Whosoever will save his life shall lose it,” and is not this a
solemn word for saint as well as sinner ?  Are we not in danger of
seeking satisfaction in things around, forsaking the ‘ Fountain of
living waters ” and hewing out to ourselves ‘‘ broken cisterns "
which must soon utterly fail! Thus we miss the mark and deprive
ourselves of that very satisfaction and delight which we so eagerly
sought in a wrong direction ; all our efforts end in loss—Iloss here,
loss-at the judgment seat of Christ !

Lot chose for himself (always a dangerous path), for as surely
as the child of God does this, he brings sorrow to his own soul.

One has beautifully written—

“ Our plans may be disjointed,
But we may calmly rest,
What God hath once appointed
Is better than our best.”

Rather, beloved, let the Lord ever choose for us, and in deep

humility of spirit at His dear feet, may we ever say—

“ Take Thou my cup and it
With joy or sorrow fill,
As ever best to Thee may seem,
Choose Thou my good or ill.”

Then, surely, all must be well |
The three steps in Lot’s career are very significant i—
1. “ Lot chose” (Gen. xiii. 11).
2. “ Lot pitched . . . his tent toward Sodom " (ver. 12).
3. “ Lot sat in the gate of Sodom ” (xix. 1}.

The choosing for oneself leads to world-bordering, always a
dangerous place for the Christian—the place of ruined testimony,
loss and failure. It was one of Satan’s stratagems in seeking to
retain the children of Israel in Egypt: * Only ye shall not go very
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far away "’ (Ex. viii. 28). If the enemy can only succeed in getting
the believer into close proximity to the world he gains a great
point ; for the saint’s blessing, influence and power are alike hin-
dered! Oh, Christian, beware of world-bordering—"* pitching
toward Sodom !’ It does not end here, for a little while after Lot
is found * sitting in the gate,” and you remember the terrible sequel,
how he was pulled out of the burning city with the loss of everything,
in addition to the sorrow he entailed upon himself ; for Peter tells us:
*‘ That righteous man, dwelling among them in seeing and hearing
vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds”
(2 Pet. ii. 8). Lot’s deliverance from Sodom is a picture of some
{perhaps many) at the Judgment Seat—‘ Saved, yet so as through
fire ” (1 Cor. iii. 15). Loss of reward—gone, forever gone, with no
opportunity of regaining: places of honour in the kingdom for-
feited : crowns lost!: ‘“an abundant entrance” trifled away!
Yet through mercy the soul saved ! Reader, let us heed the lesson
for our own eternal profit, and, above all, for the glory of Him Whom
we profess to lave.

What a full reward to Abram’s faith is shown us in ver. 14 of
our chapter. “ The Lord said unto Abram . . lift up now thine
eyes.” What a divine comment (as it were) upon the “ lifted eye "
of Lot, and yet what a marvellous contrast to his choice {

Lot had chosen for himself, “ Now lift up thine eyes,” God
seems to say, *“and see the fair inheritance I have chosen and
secured for thee. Do it now, and from the place where thou art.
See all the land is thine northward, southward, eastward, westward!”’
Every foot of it, in every direction all his own by Sovereign
gift and divine choice ! Blessed portion! And, beloved, blessed,
thrice blessed word for your heart and mine! The world may
have its own, and money-getters and money-grubbers may hoard
their wealth and hug their gold; yet our blessed portion is
secure—preserved by sovereign, almighty power, only you must
have the *‘lifted eye,” and remember the word ‘‘now,” and
‘“ from the place where thou art.” Yes, just now, and just where
you are, lift the eye of faith and behold for yourself the fair
inheritance within the vail |

‘* Incorruptible ""—its perfection.
* Undefiled ’—its beauty.
‘* Fadeth not away ""—its duration.
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* Reserved in Heaven for you.” No power on earth or in hell
can rob you of it ; no sin can stain, nor moth corrupt. And, mark,
it is all thine own, ‘‘ Every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in
Christ ” (Eph. i. 3). Truly ours now, though as yet we have not
entered upon the full enjoyment of it. The moment of grand in-
vestiture is at hand, when, as the royal co-heirs with Christ, we shall
enter upon all that He has made ours by grace! Sons now, and
*“ if children, then heirs ; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ "
(Rom. viii. 17). Our portion vast as God’s creation, for *“ all things
are yours.” . . . “ Ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.”

“ How vast the treasures we possess,
How rich Thy bounty God of grace,
This world is ours, and worlds to come,
Earth is our lodge, and Heaven our Home!"”

Above all, how blessed to know that Christ Himself in all Hls
wondrous fulness, the fulness of the Godhead, is the everlasting
portion of all who have received Him by faith, and in Him and with
Him, the soul possesses “ all things!” Reader, may we live day
by day in the enjoyment of this precious truth, with the eye * lifted ”
above the earthly scene. Surely thus shall we be strengthened for
the path, and find that rest of heart which none else can give or
take away.

(To be concluded.)

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE
SON OF GOD.
By W. W. FEREDAY.

* Yoa, hath God said ?’* Gen. iil. 1.
“ 1f Thou be the Son of God——'' Matt. iv. 3.
E brief sentences at the head of this paper are Satan's first
recorded utterances in the Old-and New Testaments respectively.
They are very suggestive, shewing as they do the deadly hostility
of the chief rebel in the universe against both the Word of God and
the Son of God.
The story of the Garden needs no repetition here. The first

man was set up there in responsibility, surrounded by every bounty
that a good Creator could bestow. It was at once his duty and his
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privilege to continue in his first estate in humble fidelity to God.
But Satan came along with his poison. Gainirig the ear of the
woman, by her means he gained the ear of the man also. The
result was disastrous. “ Yea, hath God said? " It was treason
so to speak. God had said, and that in terms which none could
misunderstand. Presently, finding his suggestion not unobjection-
able, the enemy went further, and flatly contradicted the Word of
God. ‘ Ye shall not surely die,” said he. From that day onward
the energy of Satan has been ceaselessly exercised in the same sorry
work of leading men to disbelieve and distrust God. He has never
had more marked success than at the present hour. ‘ Hath God
said ? "’ is one of the great questions of our times. Not put pre-
cisely in this form, we grant. ** Has God indeed spoken to men in
any definite way ? ‘' Is the Bible really the Word of God ? ”
““ Is.it simply a religious production, such as the sacred books of
India, Persia, etc., or is it absolutely unique in character in the
realm of literature ? ** Can it be trusted from cover to cover—
doctrines, biographies, histories and miracles alike ?” In these
forms the old Eden question is surging in the minds of men to-day.

The writers of Scripture certainly had a lofty conception of their
writings. The first of them says repeatedly * Jehovah said unto Moses”
(Exod. iii. 7, 14 ; iv. 2, 6; Lev.i. 1, etc., etc.). Believing that God
had spoken, Moses and Aaron invaded the presence of the greatest
despot of his day with the demand, ** Thus saith the Lord God of
Israel, let my people go.” (Exod. v. 1). When his end drew near,
Moses committed the book of the law to the Levites, and bade them
put it in the side of the ark (Deut. xxxi.24-26). Its home from that
moment was thus the holiest of all.

The book of Joshua opens with the statement, ‘* After the
death of Moses the servant of Jehovah, it came to pass that Jehovah
spake unto Joshua the son of Nun.” The book of Judges states
inits second verse, *“ Jehovahsaid.” We will not multiply instances.
From the first book of Scripture to the last, it is plain that the
writers had a profound conviction that God had spoken, and that
they were His messengers to men. If these men were all deluded,
then their writings are unworthy of further attention at our hands.
I absolutely refuse to be troubled with the productions of any man
who claims to be the mouthpiece or the scribe of the Almighty, if
indeed he is no such thing. But if we thus cast aside the Bible,
where are we? Is there a substitute for it? Has it a peer?
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Brethren, let us be on our guard. Our all is at stake when the old
evil question is raised, “ Hath God said ? ”

Satan’s hostility, as we have said, is directed against both the
Word of God and the Son of God. Accordingly, he is first intro-
duced to us in the New Testament as approaching the Second Man
even as he approached the first. Blessed be God, he had nothing
in Him (John xiv. 30). Though he found Him, not in a garden, but
in the wilderness, he had to retire from His presence baffled and
defeated. But the hostility continues, changing in its methods
with changing times, but always the same in its essential character.
He will even cry Him up as the greatest of all teachers, the holiest
of all Exemplars, and the most saintly of all martyrs, if only he can
thereby destroy the thought of His Deity in the minds of men.

The wiles of the devil are more to be dreaded than his loudest
roar. In a refined age such as our own, the coarse practices which
were successful in the past would in a large degree fail to produce
the desired effect. Accordingly, roundabout methods of attack are
adopted, the true object of which are only perceived by those who
have anointed their eyes with eye-salve that they may see (Rev.
iii. 18). As an example of what we mean, take the story of Jonah.
It evokes a smile to-day to refer to the prophet’s sojourn in the belly
of the fish as sober historical fact. Quite well-intentioned people
will sometimes ask, when rebuked for their incredulity : * What
does it matter whether we regard the story historically or allegorically ?
Nothing of a spiritual character is affected by it.”” Reader, every-
thing is affected by it. The Son of God emphatically endorsed the
Jonah story, both as regards the preaching and as regards the three
days in the fish’s belly, in Matt. xii. 39-41. If He did not know
what He was saying, or if He knowingly endorsed a falsehood, then
{God help us) all ground of confidence in the Saviour has gone.
How can we trust Him concerning heavenly things (of which we
can obtain no human corroboration), if we cannot trust Him con-
cerning earthly things, 7.e., if He could pass on fable or allegory to
us as historical truth ? Satan’s objective, in arousing ridicule concern-
ing Jonah, is not the son of Amittai, but the Son of God.

Thank God, the truth abides—it *“ shall be with us for ever,”
says the apostle, in 2 John ii.; but both reader and writer may
easily slip away from it, and so lose its sweetness for our own souls.
As the predicted apostasy hastens on, the Lord make us vigilant
that in nothing we may be deceived by the tireless deceiver.
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“GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED.”

Without a want, how could I kneel
And take the suppliant’s place ?

Without a need how could 1 taste
The riches of God’s grace ?

With errands to the Throne of Grace
I'm furnished every day,

Yea, every hour, as wants and needs
Arise upon life’s way.

Poor sin-sick souls salvation need
And knowledge of their state,

That they may seek the promised help
Before it be too late.

The mourner needs a comforter,
The weak one needs an arm,

The tried, a Helper ever near
To shelter him from bharm.

We thank Thee, Lord, that though our needs
Are various and great,

Far greater is the Helper, Who,
To meet them now doth wait.

He “ waiteth to be gracious,”
He hears His children’s cry,
And He has promised in His word,
He will their needs supply.

Then grant, oh, Lord, that I may see
My needs, then seek that place
Where help is surely to be found,
“ The glorious Throne of Grace.”—M. E. R.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES : an Exposition.
By A. C. GAEBELEIN.

This is an important work on a most important section of the
inspired Word. We can heartily commend it to all those who
wish for -help upon this portion of Scripture. What can surpass
in interest an account of all that the Holy Spirit was pleased to
accomplish through men at the beginning of this present dis-
pensation. The same power is available still, but how grieved and
hindered is the One Who alone possesses it. A perusal of the above
book might lead many to realise in a new way the reality of the
presence of God the Holy Ghost with the Church.

To be obtained of PICKERING & INGLIS,

11, BotaweLL Circus, GLASGOw. Price 6/-
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WHAT SHALL WE THEN SAY TO
THESE THINGS?

Romans viii. 31.

By WALTER ScorT.

HAPTER vii. does not describe the continuous state and ex-
perience of a Christian. It is the record of a past condition.
It details the fruitless, unavailing efforts renewed again and again
to master the evil within. Qur warfare is with wicked spirits in
heavenly places (Eph. vi. 12, see margin). Itis the Spirit’s work, and
His alone, to subdue the flesh, not apart from us, butin us and with us
(Gal. v. 17). We gladly welcome the truth that the Spirit gives
life, but we are exceedingly slow in learning the lesson that in the
Spirit alone i3 power within. It is this latter truth which the poor
struggling soul, after the slow and laboured experience of its own
utter helplessness, is brought down to acknowledge. The struggles
cease, and the soul appeals to God for deliverance, pure and simple
(Chap. vii. 24). God responds to the cry, and Chap. viii. unfolds.
the deliverance objectively—God for us—and subjectively—the
Spirit 4w us. What a blessed and triumphant experience must flow
from the combination of these truths—God acting for us, and the
Holy Spirit acting ## us! It was the disclosure of these to the soul
of the Apostle which led to the singular energy and devotedness of
Phil. iii., and the holy confidence in view of death and judgment
of 2 Cor. iii—v. Such ought to be the continuous experience
of every child of God.

1. Deliverance (vers. 1-11).

- There is neither judgment nor condemnation for sin awaiting
the believer. He is completely and eternally delivered from both.
There is just one thing, and only one, in which the Christian and the
Church, at the present moment, are equal to Christ, that is, in
being outside the sphere to which eternal judgment applies:*
** As He 45 so are we " (1 John iv. 17) puts us in company with
Him in absolute immunity from judgment ; that can no more reach
us even “in this world ” than it can Him in glory. The Father
*hath committed all judgment unto the Son ” (John v 22); then
in ver. 24, the Lord, the Judge, declares that the believer shall not

* Not omitting of course : ** And hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me.”
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come into judgment ; while in Rom. viii. 1 the Spirit writes, * there
is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” Con-
demnation succeeds judgment, and is final and irrevocable. If,
therefore, the believer shall not come into judgment, he cannot
be condemned, and if there is no condemnation now, there cannot be
judgment then. How complete the deliverance from judgment and
its fear! Even if death ensues, the believer is not simply raised
to a place in glory, but he is raised ¢ glory (1 Cor. xv. 43).
Could a glorified person stand in the dock to be judged? How
monstrous the thought !

But deliverance is now applied personally, and as freedom from
the law of sin and death (ver. 2). Law here means a fixed, uniform
principle of action. There is a law in the sinner’s nature which
impels to sin and leads to death-—a law as uniform in its application
as any law in nature. But there is also a law in the spiritual world,
' The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” i.e., the Holy Ghost which acts
in the life imparted to the believer, and sets ‘' me free from the
law of sin and death.” The one law sets me free from the other.
I may sin; I may die.* If I do the former, there is a remedy pro-
vided in the advocacy of Christ (1 John ii. 1}). If the latter befalls
me, a resurrection in glory is sure (1 Cor. xv. 42-44). But we dare not
say a believer must sin, that is, obey sin’s law, or, must die, that is
death’s law, from both of which we have been delivered. Were we
habitually moving and acting in the power and communion of the
Holy Ghost we would not sin, but, alas! herein we fail. But
further, for our strength and comfort, our glorious deliverance
reaches down to the root of evil, and sets us in conscious God-given
victory over it. God has ** condemned sin *’ (ver. 3). He has ap-
plied the axe to the root of the tree. Sins are forgiven, sin is con-
demned. Thus the fruit and root of the utterly corrupt tree have
been divinely dealt with. Man in the flesh cannot produce fruit for
God. Sin in its nature and principle has been condemned by God
in the death of His Son. If, therefore, not a particle of goodness
can spring from the polluted source in the creature, seeing that the
root of all life and action is so bad that God could only condemn it,
what a relief ! And how one is cast upon God, that the Spirit may
in the new nature produce acceptable fruit to God.

We are not then in the flesh (ver. 9) ; that is a past condition
{Chap. vii. 5), and one of weakness and sin. We are in the Spirit.

* May, in the sense of possible.




THE FAITH AND THE FLOCK. 87

In the flesh it is impossible to please God (ver. 8). But the flesh
is in each of us, and only death, or the change at the coming of the
Lord, shall free us from it. We have deliverance from its dominion
now, and from its presence soon.

But the crowning act of deliverance, the free and blessed
answer to the heart-breaking cry,  Who shall deliver me from this
body of death ? ”’ is found in ver. 11. In the glad sunrise of the
glorious resurrection, the mortal body of each believer shall be
quickened or made alive. If dead, it shall be raised ; if alive, it
shall be changed. How complete the deliverance! The casket
and the jewel will then be in moral harmony. The new home of
the Spirit will then reflect the moral glories and beauties of the man
within.

2. Relationships (vers. 14-17).

To God we sustain the endearing relationship of children (ver.16):
the dignity of sonship and the glory of heirship have also been con-
ferred on us (vers. 14, 17). A father’s eye oversees, a father’s love
provides, a father’s wisdom guides, a father’s arm sustains, a father’s
strength supports each and every child of the blood-redeemed family.
Oh, gather up your weakness and weariness, your sorrows and
perplexities, and lay the burden on God, our Father. There are
cross children, unruly children, ill-tempered children, self-willed
children, weak children and children of all ages, character and growth.
But for each there is special training, and there is love and a place
in the Father’s heart and house for all. He knows the needs, the
fears, the sorrows and the trials of each child. The weak, the help-
less and needy are special objects of His tender regard and solicitude.
How the heart thrills with tender emotion as we fondly linger over
the word Father! God who created, who stills the tempest, and
gave His Son to die, is our own very Father ; yes, our very own.

The term “ sons ”’ refers to the dignity of Christian position and
privilege in contrast to the state of believers under Judaism. Jewish
believers were children. Christian believers are both children and
sons ; this latter is not used of Old Testament saints, and could not
be, as we become ‘' sons of God by faithin Christ Jesus " (Gal. iii. 26).
Jewish faith came short of apprehending Christ in glory. As sons
we are led by the Spirit of God (ver. 14), and as sons we are to be
publicly manifested in glory (ver. 19), and because we are sons (no
uncertainty as to that) ** God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father ” (Gal. iv. 6). Christ is
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called “ the Son of God,” but never ** Child of God.” The words;
‘“Thy holy Child Jesus,” should read, *“ Servant Jesus " (Acts iv. 27):

But if children then we are heirs (Rom. viii. 17). and if a son, then
an heir (Gal. iv. 7). Hence the place of child and the position of
son involves heirship of God. WHhat wealth of blessing is wrapped
up in that truly wondrous expression “ heirs of God.” We are heirs
of boundless resources, all that the infinite love, and omnipotent power
of God has seen fit to give us. We are heirs of God, and we als¢
jointly share with Christ what as man He possesses, or is about
to possess We are “ joint-heirs with Christ.”” We are brought to
God. But the full possession is yet in prospect. We are heirs
awaiting the moment of our complete redemption; then in the
vigour of eternal life, in the fadeless bloom of immortal youth
and beauty, our buoyant spirits will revel in our inheritance. For
that we wait in patience, for that we sigh and pray, and in the
meantime work and worship till the morning of cloudless glory
dawn.
These, then, are direct relationships to God. We are children,
sons and heirs. The first is the most intimate, the second the
highest position, the third the most glorious.

(To be continued.)

St. PAUL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY :
AS A SERVANT.
By R. E.
The Manner, Method, and Matter o! His Ministry.

HE method as well as the manner of the apostle’s ministry
comes before us in Acts xx. They are doubtless interwoven,
and yet’ distinct. The one reveals the man, the other the servant.
In the one we see character, in the other ability. And both were
combined in an eminent degree in this devoted servant. In which-
ever way we regard him, we see what a remarkable vessel he was,
and how conspicuous was the grace of God in him. As a man he
was humble, courageous and unselfish ; as a servant he was gifted
and devoted. He could say, ““ I laboured more abundantly than
they all ” ; but truly adds, “ yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me " (1 Cor. xv. 10).
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First of all, in ver, 20, he says, ““ I kept back nothing that was
profitable unto you.” The apostle thought of his hearers and of
their profit. He knew very well that what he received he was
bound to communicate ; he was a steward “ of the mysteries of
God.” (1 Cor. iv. 1). He was perfectly aware that all that was
revealed to him must be for the profit of those to whom he ministered,
and he faithfully delivered it. It was to this very assembly he
afterwards wrote an epistle which unfolds the highest truth, the
subject of which doubtless formed part of his oral instruction, and
therefore the apostle considered ¢#—no less than the other parts of
revelation—profitable to his hearers. The fact is, under the
Spirit’s guidance, it is impossible to turn to any part of revealed
truth that is not profitable. ‘* All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable,” the same writer says in another epistle
(2 Tim. iii. 16). There is need to emphasise that word a/l. No doubt
there are chapters in God’s word—as well as doctrines—of special
importance, but the point to be borne in mind is that all are necessary.
A face with any feature lacking we should consider sadly deformed.
The undue prominence of others would not make amends ; and so
not only should every truth find a place, but its right place, and
that in proper proportion.

In the apostle Paul’s writings there is no lack of variety ; and
even in the chapter before us we find his ministry comprised the
following themes: repentance and faith, the grace of God, the
kingdom of God, and the whole counsel of God. As .to ourselves,
all scripture lies open before us. Over this vast field—every part
of which in turn yields ‘“ meat in due season ""—we are privileged
to roam. The profit of his hearers was what the apostle ever had
before him ; and under the Spirit’s guidance he seems to have
known in a wonderful way just what was needed—like his blessed
Master, who spake ““ the word unto them, as they were able to hear
it "’ (Mark iv. 33).

Here lies the secret of successful ministry—to be so near the
Lord as to know what He would have given out. It is one thing
to be enjoying a truth ourselves; quite another, whether that
will meet the special need of others. Someone has said, ‘“ Proclaim
every atom of the truth so far as God has taught it you. Harmony
requires that the voice of one doctrine shall not drown the rest, and
it also demands that the gentler notes shall not be omitted because
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of the greater volume of other sounds. All revealed truth in har-
monious proportion must be your theme. We would give every
portion of Scripture its fair share in our heart and head. Let us
abhor all one-sidedness, all exaggeration of one truth and dis-
paragement of another.” Such was the method of the apostle -
Paul ; his teaching embraced repentance on the one hand, and the -
counsel of God on the other, and we may add, all that lies between
those two extremes.

He proceeds, ““ but have showed you, and have taught you.”
This seems to give a further insight into his method. He was -
not content with shewing, he explained and enforced what he had -
shewn. A master may be perfectly acquainted with a mathematical
problem, and be able to demonstrate it on the blackboard ; it is
another thing to be able to impart his knowledge to his pupils. Now
this is what the apostle, the * teacher of the Gentiles,” sought to
do. Hear what he writes to the Colossians (chap. i. 28-29), * Whom
we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus : whereunto
1 also labour, striving according to His working, which worketh
in me mightily.”” To this end, the apostle, not content with public
ministry, went from house to house. He doubtless found in his
visits that much he had said in his public address had not been
grasped. Is not this a most important branch of the work ? Are
we not often surprised when we question our hearers, to find how
little they have retained ? And what they do remember they only
imperfectly understand. But in another way this visiting work is
most important. Not only is the opportunity afforded of meeting
difficulties in the minds of Christians, but the servant gains ad-
ditional experience, which cannot fail to make his public utterances
far more useful.

And the apostle warned as well as instructed. ‘‘ I ceased not
to warn every one night and day with tears,” he says. Evidently
this was done individually. What a watchful pastor he was! He
not only fed the flock, but warned them of the dangers that threaten-
ed them. Little use would it be to feed a flock of sheep if the next
moment they were to be eaten by wolves. If the apostle warned
the saints at Ephesus of what was coming in, surely there is additional
need for warning, now we are in the midst of it. Mark the apostle’s
words, '’ ceased not,” ‘' night and day,” ** with tears.” May this
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faithfulness, zeal and love be found in some measure in every true
servant of the Lord.

The apostle warned with fears. What a noble example he
presents | What a picture of a true servant | He not only preached
publicly, he also visited from house to house ; he not only taught,
he also warned. He could speak to crowds, and he would care for
souls individually. Nothing was too great for his mind, nothing
too little for his heart. It was not merely preaching to multitudes
that engaged his attention. On one occasion he could stand on
Mars Hill, and address the learned Athenians, disputing with their
ablest philosophers ; and on another he could pen a letter of entreaty
to a master on behalf of a fugitive slave.

Amidst all this he was constrained to remember that he was
only a servant, and that he was passing off the scene. He could
not continue, and so we find him commending these Ephesian elders
“ to God, and to the word of His grace.”” The most faithful, the most
indefatigable servant must go, but God and His word remain. It
is eighteen hundred years and more since the great apostle of the
Gentiles went to his rest, and all that he predicted has come true ;
but God and His word are unchanged. What a comfort !

But the apostle had no regrets as regards his own service.
While he had opportunity he did all he could. Let us think of what
he was able to say in the closing moments of his active service.
" I kept back nothing "’ ; ““ I am pure from the blood of all men * ;
‘I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears ”’; “1
have shewed you all things.” Here are his methods.

And in addition to all his accumulated labour and the “ care
of all the churches,” he could say, “ These hands have ministered
unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.” To the
Thessalonians he also writes, ‘“ For ye remember, brethren, our
labour and travail : for labouring night and day, because we would
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the
gospel of God.” At the same time he fully recognised our Lord’s
maxim, ‘‘ the labourer is worthy of his hire” (See 1 Cor. ix.;
Phil. iv.; Gal. vi. 6.) Why then, it may be asked, did not the
apostle take more advantage of it ?  On the one hand, this devoted
~servant would not assert his rights, for fear he should be misunder-
~stood ; and on the other, he felt such was the state of some of hig
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converts, who had only just been reclaimed from the grossest dark-
ness, that they needed an object lesson in him, how to gain an honest
living. He says to the Thessalonians,  Neither did we eat any man'’s
bread for naught ; but wrought with labour and travail night and
day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you; not because
we have not power, but fto make ourselves an ensample unto you to
Jollow us. For even when we were with you, this we commanded
you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat *’ (2 Thess. iii.
8-10). These are the reasons, or some of them, why the apostle
took this additional burden upon himself, and nobly did he sustain
it. On the other hand, it must not be forgotten that there were
occasions when he did receive, and he fully recognised that to be
the divine order. ‘I robbed other churches,” he wrote to the
Corinthians, * taking wages of them, to do you service ” (2 Cor.
xi. 8) : and again to the Philippians (chap. iv. 18), " Having received

. . the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell,
a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.” What pure dis-
interestedness is thus observable in the apostle! What absolute
forgetfulness of self! He could not have a more fitting epitaph
than that provided by his own words, ‘‘ Christ shall be magnified
in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live—
Christ.”

Well may he say to the Ephesian elders, ‘' I have shewed you
all things.” And well it is for every servant whose hfe is an
exemplification of his own teaching.

And lastly, having spoken to men, he turns to God; “he
kneeled down, and prayed with them all.” Thus the curtain drops
upon the scene, for the record of his active missionary labours
closes here. It ends as it began. ‘ Behold, he prayeth " (See
Acts ix. 11).

When seeking to prove the inability of Jehovah to * deliver
Israel out of his hand,” Sennacherib mentioned nine other gods,
which had been unable ‘‘ to deliver their countries out of his hand.”
- Jehovah proved to “ all nations,” as well as to Sennacherib, that He
had power to do what gods of * wood and stone ”’ could not do.
And Nisroch, Sennacherib’s god, was found to be as helpless to save
his life (though worshipping him) as were the nine to save nations
(2 Kings xviii., xix.).
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THE HOPE LAID UP IN HEAVEN.
By the Late Dr. S. B. Brooks.

(Since this article was written, the writer has entered Into
the Lord’s presence.)

INCE doubt and uncertainty are so universally characteristic of
the experience of mankind, it would seem as though the ever-
merciful God had taken special means and used the plainest language
in His word to assure the hearts of His people of the certainty of
their hopes being fulfilled and their prospects realised, so long as
their hopes are based upon His own word. In Old Testament
times God had a people upon the earth who were peculiarly dis-
tinguished from all the nations of the world, one of the most im-
portant marks of distinction being that earthly property would
be the reward of obedience on the one hand, and distress and misery
the proof of disobedience on the other (Deut. xxviii.). Now, 1.e.,
in this dispensation, God having set His earthly people aside, He is
calling out of the world a people for Himself who are to be associated
with Christ in heavenly glory throughout the eternal ages.

This at once is the answer to be given to the scorner who taunts
the suffering saints of God on account of the trials they endure in
consequence of embracing Christianity and the practice of it in their
daily life, but it must not be forgotten that “ godliness is profitable
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that
which is to come.” But more than this, and what is one of the
glories of Christianity, is the certainty of the future : not something
vague and indefinite which seems to separate the believer from the
future, but the blessedness of hope comes in to inspire and stimulate
the heart of the believer with the assured prospect of heavenly
glory. The Apostle Paul tells the Colossians (i. 5) of * the hope
which is laid up for them in heaven,” and this it is for which he
thanks God. The way in which hope is here spoken of is not the
same as that of which we read so often. Itis not here an experience
of the soul, a feeling within us of a subjective character, for here it
is spoken of objectively, as something which is * Jaid up ” for us in
heaven. What can this be whichis * laid up " in heaven ? Evident-
ly it is something which cannot be lost, something which cannot
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slip away from the grasp of the believer, for he did not lay it up
there, but it was *“ laid up "’ there for him, and He Who laid it up
will certainly ensure that it shall be possessed by the one for whom it
was intended. We are told elsewhere (1 Tim. i. 1) that Christ is
‘“ our hope,” and in Col. i. 27, that Christ is the " hope of glory.”
Would we separate our hope from Christ or Christ from our hope ?
It cannot be done. What blessed assurance this gives; what
divine certainty is held out to the believer inasmuch as Christ
Himself is the hope of glory (Col. i. 27).

The saints at Colosse, like many Christians in the present day,
were in danger of being beguiled with * enticing words,” and being
spoiled “ through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world and not after Christ,”’ so the
apostle brings before them the only remedy which can free the soul
from legal or ceremonial bondage, and that is, Christ in glory,
sitting *‘ on the right hand of God ” (Col. iii. 1).

What a delight and joy it is to be free from the trammels and
bondage of an earthly religion. Judaism was an earthly religion,
though it was given by God Himself ; but the Apostle Paul speaks
of those who had been the subjects of it as being in bondage (Gal.
iv.8). He declares to them the impossibility of being * justified by
the law in the sight of God, for * the just shall live by faith.” To
them who are seeking to be justified by the law, Christ had become
of no effect, they had “ fallen from grace.” All who were waiting
for the ‘“ hope of righteousness by faith,” 1.e., Glory, were doing

‘“ through the Spirit ”’ (Gal. v. b).

The danger and snare into which the Colossian saints had fallen
was ritualism, which is a fruitful source of danger. The apostle,
in seeking to turn their minds away from this fascinating and most
dangerous error, directs their attention to the person of Christ
Himself. This is to be most carefully considered. Christ Himself,
Christ as our life, is the great cure for the dangerous and soul-
destroying errors of ritualism.

If Christ Himself in His Own person and glories be really known,
and personal communion with Him experienced and enjoyed, and
the heart’s love drawn out in holy affection, anything purporting
to be a representation or image of Christ could never possibly give
satisfaction, or joy, or rest ? When Christ was upon earth, and He,
in His almost ceaseless activities, was ministering to the needs of
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those who came to Him, no words that He uttered seem to be fraught
with a sweeter savour than when He said, *“ Come unto Me all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”” The:
ritualism of the present day is quite as incapable of ministering
rest to a guilty, sin-burdened conscience as were the rites and
ceremonies of the Pharisees in the days when our Lord spake those
words. How many thousands of distressed sinners have found
rest unto their souls because they accepted the blessed invitation
 Come unto Me.” Oh, what dishonour to Christ, what danger to
the soul, when anything is allowed to come between the soul and
Christ. Personal application by the sinner to Christ for forgiveness ;
and personal communion with Christ by the believer for support and
joy as the daily path is travelled, are the only sure and safe means
whereby our hearts can be satisfied, until we attain to that “ hope "
which is nothing less than Christ in glory.

It is quite understood that some who read these words will
attribute to the writer great boldness, if not presumption, in speaking
of the future with such absolute confidence. The writer of. this
epistle declaring so confidently the prospect of future glory, it
would be presumption for a professed servant of God to cast a
doubt on the truthfulness of what we find written here. The way
in which the Apostle Paul connects the hope which is in heaven
with the gospel is very beautiful, for it shows that the gospel which
tells the sinner of his salvation from sin will not be completed until
he is in heaven, for there it is where his hope is laid up, and if as
we have seen Christ is our hope, then our salvation cannot be
complete until the believer is in heaven where Christ is. How
blessedly this links up our hearts with heaven, for He is our hope
Who is in heaven and we are to be there with Him. What a motive
this supplies for setting our ‘' affection on things above, not on
things on the earth.” Let us come back again to the blessed fact
that our hope, ¢.e., Christ, is in heaven and that we are to be there
with Him. What a precious thought this is. Had it not been
revealed to us in the word of God, how presumptuous for us to have
entertained it, but now let our hearts break away from the various
influences we are subjected to, so that we may be free to set our
minds on the things which are above where * Christ sitteth at
the right hand of God.” If our mind were more habitually set on
the things which are above, where Christ is, the blessed fact that
we are to be manifested with Him in glory would not be so strange
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as it often is to some of God’s children, who are afraid to regard
themselves as candidates for such high and heavenly privileges as
we are now contemplating. '

Is it not a fact that every child of God upon the earth at the
coming of the Lord will be caught up to meet Him ?  Also there is
the fact that when Christ is manifested in glory all such will be
manifested with Him. What abundant reasons then we have for
saying that Christ is “ our hope,” and how joyous to know that that
hope is “laid up for us in heaven.” Here we have a delightful
attraction upwards.

While our stay down here on the earth is prolonged, it is our
privilege to be daily cherishing this heavenly hope. The experience
of the Psalmist when he cried, “ My soul cleaveth to the dust,”
will doubtless often be that of the Christian, but the abundant
privileges which are ours, inasmuch as we possess the full revelation
of Christianity, must forbid our contentment with an experience
which characterised an Old Testament saint, with his limited
knowledge and privileges. We who are privileged to live in this
Christian period, having had given to us the full revelation of divine
truth as contained in the New Testament, should be contented with
nothing less than a personal acquaintance with Christ in glory as
revealed to us in the New Testament, and this chiefly in the writings
of the Apostle Paul. Nothing can so effectually detach the heart
of the Christian from the world and its attractions as the possession
of the knowledge that he is already in the mind of God associated
with Christ in heaven, and that it is only a question of a little time
when the purpose of God to bring home to glory every child of HIS
on the earth, together with those who are sleeping in their tombs
will be an accomplished fact. Can the Christian entertain any
more delightful prospect than that of being manifested with Christ
in glory, as we are told will be the fact in Col. iii. 4 ?

That surely will be the gratification of every holy desire, the
fulfilment of every heaven-born hope. Then will be understood, as
never before, the meaning of those words, *“ Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”

“ A union of doctrine and opinion more than of life and love
will soon become an empty name,"” ‘
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

s THERE is a growing feeling that matters are
The Church’s not right witi the Church. gDecline in Church
Need. membership ; decreasing attendance at the
Sunday services ; the almost complete alienation of large numbers
of the working classes ; and the failure to retain the elder scholars
of the Sunday Schools, are a few of the symptoms that warn us
there is something radically wrong.

Yet whenever the sad evidences of weakness and decay are
touched upon, the real cause is invariably passed over. Anything
and everything is suggested as a possible reason but the right one.
We have recently read the address given by the President of the
Free Church Council at the annual meeting, the subject of it being
the very topic we are discussing. He opens with the following
quotation from some remarks recently made to him by one who
feels there is real need for anxiety : ““ We have somehow lost our
grip of God.” Mr. Connell himself goes on to say : * Something
has changed or something has gone. The Churches seem to have
lost the old impressiveness of their appeal. Vital religion has
suffered depression and decline in visible strength. The command-
ing note that compels general thought about Christ’s regal claims
is far to seek.” Yet, in spite of these grave admissions, and the
general admission of failure (not absolute, of course, but relative)
which pervades the whole address, one looks in vain to see if the
speaker points out wherein the mischief lies. He does, indeed,
towards the close of his address, tell us that “ Conviction of Christian
truth must be re-born in us by quiet and careful brooding over the
supreme things of salvation.” But he does not attempt to tell us
why this conviction has been lost.

) * x % % .
i It is this lost conviction of Christian truth
Lost Conviction which lies at the back of all that we deplore
of Truth in present-day Christianity. But how has
+this come about ? Is it not necessary to trace the source of this
disaster ?  If fever invades a city or a dwelling, are we content to
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say that fever exists, and fever is a bad thing, and nothing can
prosper while fever lasts ? Do we not go further than this ? What
is the use of deploring the disease and saying all will be well when
it is got rid of, without enquiring the cause ? Supposing the milk
supply is tainted. If tha? remains so, is it much use bemoaning the
fever ?

Strange to say, the President of the Free Church Council
refuses to believe in what, to many people, seems a patent cause of
‘“lost conviction.” He says, “ Nor can I agree that our problem
is wholly accounted for by an altered attitude to the Scriptures.”
Indeed, from further remarks, he leads us to believe that the altered
attitude is a gain. Vet, is not the altered attitude a main cause
of altered conviction? We do not see how it could possibly be
otherwise. And how has that altered attitude been produced ?
It began in the professor’s chair. It spread to the students of
theological tolleges. From thence it found its way, naturally, into
the pulpit, and was proclaimed from the preacher’s lips ; and now,
at last, it pervades the pew.

% k¥ K

The Ordeal of IN Jeremiah’s day, God brought this solemn
a Theological indictment against the religious leaders.
Student. “ A wonderful and horrible thing is com-
mitted in the land. The prophets prophesy falsely. . . . and

My people love to have it so.”” False testimony suits the natural
heart, for which the unadulterated truth of God is éver too searching
and too severe. It cannot be too plainly stated, that what happened
in Israel long ago is happening in Christendom to-day. The
criticisms, the questionings, the doubts that spring from unbelief
and mere reasoning, are the stock-in-trade of the Theological Colleges
of ‘our land. 'We had this on the testimony of a student, the other
day. Many students leave these seminaries for the ministry, either
bewildered or with their faith in the Bible, as the incorruptible word
of God, thoroughly undermined. Is it any wonder there is a lack
of certainty in their preaching ? And this lack of certainty, in the
satural course of things, finds its echo, sooner or later, in the pew.
Here is the reason of the present low tone in the Churches. This
actounts for the little headway they make against the forces of sin,
and error. Their want of conguest is explained by their feeble
testimomy ; and their feeble testitnony is the result ' of an altered
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attitude to the Scriptures.” Because of this, sin is not spoken of
as it used to be, and man is scarcely treated as a sinner. = And,
consequently, the atoning work of Christ is kept in the background,
and judgment hardly alluded to. In excuse of this it is said, each
generation needs its own presentation of truth. As though there
were some new truth for each generation, and as if the truth of sixty
years ago had become obsolete. People who say this confound
generation with dispensation. The truth of dispensations may vary,
but not the truth for each generation. As long as this present dis-
pensation, which began at Pentecost, lasts, the truths proclaimed
in the early Church must be proclaimed to-day. Those truths are
as potent as ever to save and bless, if they are proclaimed in the power
of the Holy Ghost. It is not some new truth, but all truth, that
people neced. What God said to Jeremiah in his day is what
He says to us: ‘‘ Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall
find rest for your souls.” It was not something new that was
needed then ; it is not something new needed now. But we fear
the answer to-day, on: the part of many, is similar to the one made
‘to Jeremiah : ‘‘ But they said, We will not walk therein.”

THE BELIEVER'S PORTION.
By WALTER ScoTT.
Romans viii. 18-27.

The Future Glory (vers. 18-25).

lT may not be the privilege of every one of God’s saints to suffer

for Christ, but it is the exceeding privilege of all to suffer with
Christ ; but Christ and we—"* glorified together "—is the eertain
answer to the suffering now (ver. 17). We are to be raised in glory
{1 Cor. xv. 43), that precludes ail question as to coming into judg-
ment for our sins, or, as to the acceptance of our persons. There
is, besides, a glory to be revealed /o us, not “in us ”’ (Rom. viii. 18}.
Of the nature of this glory we are divinely informed. The creation
‘throbs in pain, she groans in agony. What scenes of sorrow are
‘witnessed on her surface! How deep and yniversal her anguish.
‘Death, sighs and tears. proclaim the reality of the present sad con-
dition, Creation sorrows sadly, but in hope (ver. 20). The present
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degradation will cease when the sons of God are manifested in
glory (ver.-19). Allis to be reversed. Men’s tears are to be wiped
away. The universal groan shall cease. God will spread over
creation a great calm. The {folds and plies of redeeming love will be
wrapped round the bleeding earth, and staunch its wounds. The
heavens and earth will unite in song and melody. Israel saved and
happy will fill the length and breadth of Emmanuel's land. The
ear will never tire of millennial song and sound ; nor will the eye
ever weary of the beauties and grandeurs—all heaped up in the
concrete word ‘‘ the glory ”"—which will ravish heart and soul.
But better and higher than all, and infinitely better than the best,
will be the sight, and presence, and touch, and voice of Jesus—our
eternal Lover, Saviour and Friend. We wait in hope and in
patience (vers. 24-26).

The Spirit’s Intercession (vers. 26-27).

God, Christ and the Holy Spirit occupied themselves with us
when we were sinners (Heb. x. 5-17), and as the result of their love
and work we are saved. This is the great wonder of redeeming love.
The spiritual world teems with wonders. Here is another, and one
as perfectly unique in its kind and character as the great wonder
of Divine love for sinners ; God, Christ and the Holy Ghost occupy-
ing themselves with the whole condition and state of the saints
from the Cross to the Glory. Such is the fulness of the Divine
provision that every separate want, and feeling, and state of soul
has been provided for. The intercession of Christ for us, and the
intercession of the Spirit in us, cover the whole present condition
of the Christian. Christ’s intercession on high has a double character
viz., that of priesthood (Heb. ii. and iv.) and of advocacy (1 John
il. 1-2). As Priest, He takes account of life’s trial and difficulty,
and sustains, consoles, succours and strengthens in our pilgrim
journey. As Advocate, He takes account of our sin, and takes care
of our interests above, at the moment, too, when we might consider
them imperilled. * If any man sin, we have an Advocate "’ ; not
if any man confess, but if he sin. The after-confession of the
heart-broken child is the blessed fruit of the Lord’s intercession
with the Father. The Lord’s priesthood is with God, on behalf
of the pilgrim, tempted, and it may be, suffering. The Lord’s
advocacy is with the Father, on behalf of the child, and in connec-
tion with its sin.






