
THE LATE SAMUEL PRIDEAUX TREGELLES, LL.D. 
 
We regret to record that while this Report  ("Annual Report and 
Transactions of the Plymouth Institution...")  is passing through the 
press, the Society has been deprived of its most distinguished 
member, and England has lost one of the most learned of her sons. 
Samuel Prideaux Tregelles, although not actually by birth a 
Plymouthian, may, from his long residence and family connections, 
be fairly claimed as a townsman.   He was born at Wodehouse Place, 
near Falmouth, where his father was a merchant, January 30th, 1813.   
His father was related to the Foxes, and his mother was a Prideaux.   
From his earliest childhood, he was remarkable for a most retentive 
memory.   His education was conducted at the Falmouth Classical 
School by the Rev. Thomas Sheepshanks, and although he did not 
proceed to a university, the foundations of that knowledge which 
have so benefited the world were laid upon a sure basis. 
We may conclude that before attaining the age of twenty-five, he had 
set himself his great task.   For some years before 1838, he had 
devoted much time to the critical interpretation of the Greek text of 
the New Testament; and in the August of that year, he issued 
proposals—to use his own words twenty years after—"1st. For the 
formation of a text of the Scriptures on the authority of ancient 
copies, without allowing the 'received text' any prescriptive right.  
2nd. To give to the ancient versions a determining voice as to the 
insertion or non-insertion of clauses, &c., letting the order of the 
words, &c. rest wholly upon the MSS.  3rd. To give the authorities for 
the text and for the various readings clearly and accurately, so that 
the reader might at once see what rests upon ancient evidence."   
Illustrative of his plan, Mr. Tregelles prepared a specimen, being a 
portion of the epistle to the Colossians; and from that time, although 
there were occasional interruptions, the work was steadily pursued to 
a worthy and successful end.   No labour or expense was spared.   
In 1845, he published the first part of a translation of Gesenius' 
"Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon of the Old Testament," a work much 
needed and most flatteringly received; and in October of the same 
year, he made his first journey to visit the great libraries of the 
Continent for the purpose of collating the various MSS., and a vast 
quantity of material was obtained.  In subsequent years similar 
journeys were undertaken.   
In June, 1844, he published the "Greek Text of the Book of Revelation 



from Ancient Authorities;" and in 1848 a smaller edition of the English 
translation only. 
In 1850 the University of St. Andrew did itself honour by conferring on 
Mr. Tregelles its highest degree, LL.D. 
In 1851 he printed a little book entitled "The Jansenists," a chapter in 
Church history, the result of a visit paid, in September, 1850, to 
Utrecht.   Several other works followed from the pen of the diligent 
man of letters, who had now become famous, and whose ripe 
scholarship was acknowledged both in Europe and America.  For the 
student, he prepared "Heads of Hebrew Grammar;" and in 1852, 
"Hebrew Reading Lessons."  In the same year (1852), he published 
three other works, "A Defense of the Authenticity of the Book of 
Daniel,"   "Historic Evidence of the Authorship and Transmission of 
the Books of the New Testament," and "Remarks on the Prophetic 
Visions in the Book of Daniel;" and also edited "Prisoners of Hope," a 
little book referring to the imprisonment of Francesco and Rosa 
Madiai.   Soon followed "An Account of the Printed Text of the Greek 
New Testament;" and in 1856, he assisted in the production of the 
new edition of Horne's "Introduction to the Holy Scriptures." The year 
1857 saw the publication of the first part of Tregelles' great work, "The 
Greek Testament," containing the gospels of SS. Matthew and Mark.   
His labours were now almost entirely concentrated upon this; and 
with the exception of the "Codex Zacynthius" and the "Codex 
Muratorianus, printed at the Clarendon Press in 1868, he afterwards 
published nothing of importance. 
In 1862 a Civil List pension of £100 per annum was granted him, to 
which another £100 was added in 1870.  He laboured diligently to 
complete the book which had so long engrossed his time and 
thoughts; and in 1872, after upwards of thirty years' incessant toil, he 
finished the last chapter of the Book of Revelation, and with it, his 
life's work.  The close study and anxiety caused by the conscientious 
way in which he had pursued his useful labours had had its effect 
upon his health.   He was stricken with paralysis, his busy pen fell 
from his hand, and the literary career of Samuel Prideaux Tregelles 
was ended.  We must not omit to mention that when the 
arrangements were being made for the Revision of the Authorized 
Version of the Bible, as a matter of course, Dr. Tregelles was invited 
to join the New Testament Company, but his refusal was inevitable. 
He died at his house in Portland Square April 24th, 1875, after passing 
five years in more or less of bodily prostration, and with a gradual 



decrease of mental power consequent on the disease. 
[Of] the religious opinions of Dr. Tregelles, it would be out of place to 
discuss here; but some reference must be made to them.  Although 
born of Quaker parents, he did not continue a member of the Society 
of Friends.   He was connected for many years with the Plymouth 
Brethren, and frequently took part in the services.  The last years 
previous to his illness, he attended the ministry of the Rev. Joseph 
Wood, of the Presbyterian Church; and at Charles' Church (the Rev. 
H. A. Greaves).  The whole of his writings show them to be the 
productions of a man imbued with strong religious feeling.   From 
time to time, he joined in the proceedings of institutions formed in 
Plymouth for the alleviation of the religious and temporal necessities 
of a large town. 
He had been a member of our Society for many years, and was 
elected an honorary member about 1850.  The few lectures delivered 
by him, upon the special subjects of his study, were of the greatest 
interest and value.  Their substance was afterwards incorporated in 
his printed works.   He used to join freely in the debates, and the 
writer recollects his evident enjoyment of the conversaziones and 
anniversary meetings.   Indeed, he was fond of gatherings of this 
kind; and in company he was unbending and genial to a degree.  In 
conversation, no subject was foreign to him.  He was able to shed a 
light upon any topic that might be introduced. 
A relative used to say that it was dangerous to ask him a question; 
doing so was like reaching to take down a book, and having the whole 
shelf-full precipitated upon your head. 
Those who knew the subject of our memoir in his later years, and 
heard him speak then, will find it difficult to believe, that before his 
throat became affected, he was a fluent and distinct speaker. 
The life of Dr. Tregelles was an uneventful one, and presents few 
points for the biographer to dwell upon; but this sketch is due from 
us, and may serve as a record of the labours of a member of the 
Plymouth Institution—one whose attainments were so vast, whose 
diligence was unexampled, whose patience never failed, and who with 
feeble health but firm resolve pushed on to the goal before him, and 
who has left a name never to be forgotten in the history of Biblical 
criticism, but to be handed down with no less honour than the great 
ones of Scholz, Lachmann, Teschendorf, and Scrivener. J. B. R.  
(Joshua Brooking Rowe) 
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