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This is one of the chapters, dear friends, that without questiom

perplexes many of God's people. You see, there are passages of scripturel 3
that are quite simple and plain so that a little child can vnderstand
them. But there are passages and you know they speak of deep things;
and they are not so easily apprehended or understood. That is, of
course, we have to bear in mind that this chapter records the words of
our Lord which were spoken to tha Jews and phurisees. ind He spoks

of things that they would easily understand - dbut which are not so
gimple 0 us. Now first of all, perhaps I had better state that mauny
think this chepter is the Lord's Suppexr. MNow to start with, there is
nothing about the Lord's Supper in the chapier; and we mey say a litils
more ~ there is no reference ito the Lord's Supper. The thought of ths
Lord’s Supver is the very ovposite and it is the coantrast to this.

This is a question of life ~ receiving life - sustrining life. The
Lord?s supper is a calling to mind; just the same as though a mother,
handing something to her daughter, were to say:~ "Keep this in
remembrance of me"; and every time her daughter looked at it, it would
call her mother to mind. The Lord?!s Supper is a "calling to mind";
and of course no person should ever take the Lord®s Supper unless they
are saved by the grace of God.

Now dear friends, though we have stated what this chapter is
not, iet us seek to try to ascertain a little what 1s the teaching.
Now first I will ask you to notice ho:i. the Lord takes up very simole
figures; teke for instance ~ every day of the week we eat bread; every

day of the week we drink water. You cannot live unless you eat and drink.
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And while you may colour water, nevertheless it is absolutely
necegsary and bread is absolutely necessary. You know we have
attached a lot of non-essentials ~ but those are the two. essentials.
If you have plenty of bread and water you will not lurt. Those are
the kinds of figures that the Lord is pleased to take up. In this
chapter it is bread and in the next chapter it is water. Now let us
remember thaet it said in the Law that "he that doeth these things
ghall live by them". The Law was given to God's people and their
life would bé ian doing the thing_a the Law said. Now the Lord puts
Himgelf in contrast to that and He says;~ "I am the Bread of Life",
Our life is not sustauined by doing; Christ is the sustemance of our
whole life and just the sams as we have %o eat bread to live naturally,
now we must eat Christ to live xgx spiritually; and that 1ife camot
be sustained only by Christ who is the Bread of Life. Now if the Law
shewed how man could live by doing, Christ ia» the revelation of God -
and man has oot away from God. Now God's Beloved Son has come out of
Heaven,come down into this scene and He has revealed ~ made known - the
marvellous love of Gode You can see all that God is in the Person of
The Lord Jesus and hence, the Lord Jysus has brought life. Hs is the
revelation of God and you can see, in that way, all that God is in
love and grace, and in that way Christ is the food of our souls. And
He is the Sustainer of the life of the believer dgy by day and lets
‘bim know what it is to feed on Chriat.

Now I would liks to make this remark; I may feed read the
soriptures and not feed on Christ - but I will not be likely to feed on
Christ unless I do read the soriptures. That is;- I must read the
soriptures to find Christ in them; end if I do not read the soriptures

%0 find Christ in them and ses how He is presented to my soul, then He
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will not be food for me. It is Christ who is the food and every

verse in the seripture hag Christ before 1% and so the word ministers
christ to me and that is the food for my soul. Afier the Lord has
spoken and said He is tha #read of Life, the pharisecs and Jeus -~

they murmur. Now you must notice in thae chupter that there are
differant classes of persons, and the Lord addresses these different
oclasses diffevently. Theve ware those that had eaten of the bread
that the Lord had supplisd the day befors in the wildermess. Ag you
know, He made twelve louves suffeient to feed that milbitude. Those
peovle had baen followring Him and thay had, missad Hinn; and evidently
thought theve was some mirccla 2nd thay could not undevstand it So
they tool boats and come 0 (aremaum - "sssking” it says "for Jasus®.
"That was a good thing 60 do" yom say. Viell, it is a good thing; IHe
is a Person well worth seckinge But the question igy~ 'whai leads
you to seek liim*? Ahl 1t was not a good motive thet led them to sgek
Him, Go vhen they f£ind the Lord, the Loxd says:~ "You saek iie
because you saw the miraclaes. You are coning after !‘e for vhat you can
get ~ not because there was the vitness that God was among yon'. snd
80 the Lord bLegins and says to them;~ "low the wise thing for you is
to" *labour not for the meat that perme perishath ut for that vhich
endures to life everlasting's. They vanted to imow how He cume but He
would not eatisfy their curiosity. He told them not to labowyp for
that whioch would perish but for vhat would endure. Then the Jews
marmured; they start a oontroversy because they are upset at the Lord's
word - saying He came from Heaven. They were looking at the thing in
a natural way. They say:~ '"Ve lmow his father and mother and his

brothers; how is it he oays he came from Heaven"? Of course, He had a
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mother but didn't really have a father. On the natural side - well -
it appeared a false claim. But that was the truth and faith recognises
it. Now when the Jews murmur - if you notice - the Lord makes some very
strong statements; and those statements are what I wanted you specially
to notice because they are so misunderstood. ©Now in verse bHl:- "I am the
Living Bread which came dovm from heaven: if any man eat of this bread
he shall live for ever", 1MNow dear friends, notice the statement;- if a
person eats this bread he lives for ever. o person can eai this bread
vithout living for ever. Vhatever can it mean? ~ "make it your owm".
Suppose I have 2 loaf of bread here; suppose I take it up and eat 1%, well,
it becomes part of mey I make it my owm. And unless a person makes
Christ his owa -~ gats Him - well, he does not get blessing; if he does,
he will live for ever, The Lord says;~ " and the bread that I will give
is My flesh" ~ '‘my flesh which I will give for the life of the world".
Now vhen did the Lord give His flesh for the life of the world? There
was only one %time; that was when He was lifted up on the Cross. He was
lifted up the;'e and He died. He gave His "flgsh for the life of the
world". He gave Himself; He gave Himself as 2 man here so that any
person in this vorld may have life through the grace of God. Now mark,
the Jews - it is not the multitude that followed Him but - the Jews.
In réading the gospel of John you must notice how the Spirit distinguishes
between the Jews and others. The Jews were downright opposers -
thoroughly opyed to the Lord Jesus - rejected Him. These Jaws strive
amongz themselves saying:- "How can this man give us his flesh to eat™?
Now you see they looked at it in simply a literal sense. In a literal
manner they thought He meant His actual flesh. The Lord said He would

glve His flesh for the life of the world - speaking of His death.,
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The Lord did not tell them they had made a ® misteke - why? Begguse
they were deliberate opposers. iy dear friends, if we come in contacq vith
deliberate oppcsers, the wise thing is to give them some statement from
God and leave it - not have anything more %0 do with it. That is how the
Lord acts. I[f you notice, the Lord said to them (verse 53):- "Verily,
verily I say unto you except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His blood, ye have no life in you". That is a great statement
that is misundersiood; that is the statement that I want to try - if I
ocen - to make clear. First of all, dear friends, it is certain we must
eat His flesh and drink His blood. If we haven't, we have no life at all.
Ho person has life unless they have saten Eis flesh and drunk His blood.
Now you have, in your mind, just to go back to the 3rd. chepter and you
will eegily undgrstand the verse. It says in the 3rd. chapter and the
l4th, verse;~ "As Moses liftad pp ths serpent in the wildernaess - so
must the Son of Man be lifted up". Now dear friends, whare was He
1ifted up? on the Cross; and the Lord actually died on the Cross. Now no
parson & ever has life but through His death. And it is only through
His death that a person has life; and no psrson has life unless they
have gppropriated - or eaten - Christ in death; in death. If I can -
just for a moment - refer to those who hold that it is the Lord's Supper,
you will see immediately what & mistake it is. They sauy that the bread
and wine bacomés the actual body and blood of the Lord Jesus. Well, we
will not say any more as to what a monstrosity that is; but, dear friends,
notice -~ that is a continuance of Christ's 1ife and the very opposite to
tﬁia teaching., This is & question of Christ in death and how you

appropriate Him in death to have lifs.
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supposing I believe in Jesus - believe that He lived a beautiful life and
all that kind of thing - ‘there 1s no Heaven in that. What is it, dsar
friends, that really saves a person? If a person learns their lost
ocondition and see that the pnly way by which they cane be saved is by
the death of the Lord Jesus Hﬁnself and they trust Him, then dear friends,
they are saved. So in this verse, we eat His flesh, drink His blood,
6r "gppropriate Him in death" so0 that we might have life. Now we will
look at that again. Some of us were saying this afternoon something on
the same line:~- the christian has life in a :.::;:g Person - a risen
Person. ﬁow you can take the Cross and see the Lord Jesus there = dying.
Why was He dying? Because of what maf had done. And so in His death,
dear friends, what took place? Every question in connsction with sin
was gone into and settled for God. Then He expired - gave up the ghost.
He came out from among the dead and the One that came out from among the
dead - He is my life. I have life in the One that has died . I appro-
priate Christ, the One that went into death for me. Then dear friends, I
have life in Him - rdesen, risen. Now there is one more thing I will
agk you 'to notice. Ve can look at the death of Christ in different ways.
I can look at the death of Chriét as that which simply meete all my nsed;
that is a blessed thing: or I can look at the death of Christ as the
revelation of the 3% love of God, becanse the death of Christ alone
reveals the hsart of God to me. That is a great point in thise chapter.

Christ went into death and makes known - by going into death - what the

marvellous love of God is; I sppropriate Him in death, then life is mine.

After the Lord has told them that unless they eat His flesh and drink
His blood they have no life, He adds these words;- '"Whoso eateth my

flesh and drinketh my bdlood hath etermal 1ife"; "and I will raise him wp

at the last day".
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who has got eternal life?- the one that eats lis flesh or

eppropriates Him - the One who has been down into death on their
behalf. Perhaps "appropriate" or 'eat" may be difficult to some

mindg so I will refer you to what took plece right back ian the
beginning and perhaps it will convey the idea. You remember that

Adam had two sons - Gain and Abel. Both of those children were bora
outside of Peradise and consequently - as far as the natural person
went - ‘there vas no difference; they were simners alike. fThey wers
born of fallen parents outside of Paradise; end they followed two
different vocations. And now they are going -~ both of them -~ %o
approach God., JImmediately there is a great difference. Thare is no
differsnce in the persons but there is a merxked difference in their
offerings. Cain, he brought the frui{ of ths earth ~ the fruit of the
ground that God had cursed for man’s ealke sin ~ thinking it would be
accgptable to God. To put that into other words, Cain ignored the
fact that he wae a sinner. He came %o God just as though he was
inside Paradise and everything was all right. Abel, he approachsd God.
The question with Abel was:- "How can I, a poor sinner, approach God"¢
And so, dear friends, he went off to his flock and he goi the besi
little fatling that he could. He brought this lamb and he slew it;
when he had slain it he approched God. V\hen he approﬁohed God with that
young lamb - the best he had - what did that say to God? -~ what did
-Abel sa¥ to God? Vhat did Abel say to God by approaching God in that
way? He owned to God that hs deserved death and that it was only by
death that he could be saved. God looked on that offering and saw
Christ in the offering and God accepted ibel. Now do you see you are

Just a poor simmer? Do you see that you have no claim whatever upon

Gode
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Do you put Christ between you and Godv If you put Christ between
you and God ~ the Christ that has died for poor sinners - you "eat
His flesh" aﬂd "drink His blood". God looks upon this offering and
it means - immediately you have everlasting life; you ars saved; you
are Justified through His wondrous grace. To "appropriate" is - in .
that way - just to take for yourself the blessed Perason of Christ
and simply trust Him.

When the Lord has eaid that if they eat His flesh and
drink His blood they have eternal life, He adds these simple wotdss-—
"For My flesh is meat indeed". TYes ;lear friends, His flesh is food
indeed; why? It reveals what a wonderful love the love of God is.
look at God giving His Beloved Son to be lifted up on the Cross; can
you have a plainer evidence of lovef? Could there be greater love
than tha-t? There could not be; so the lifting up and tne giving of
the Son of Man was the greatest proof to man thait could be of the
marvellous love of God. So His flesh was meat indeed. ind His blood
dsclared that God was bringing in life for man -"is drink indeed".
That is to see the spiritual import of giving His Son and shewed that
His blood -~ it is the sustenance of your soul. Then the Lord adds a
1ittle word;- "~ as the Living Father hath sent Me =" {now notice the
words) "~ and I live by the Father". How did Christ live as a man on
earth? He lived "by the Father" - in daily and hourly communion.
n"go",says the Lord, "he that eateth Me shall live by fe™ How, as &
_christian, am 1 going to live? Just by Ohrist - in the same blessed, simple
way that He lived by the Father.
Now it may be of interest to some to mention that this was the

great time when e change occurred in the Lord's ministry. Up to this time
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the multitudes h;xd followed the Lord. I'rom this time onward, the
maltitudes began to dispppear. The disciples began to get lesgs in
mnbers The lord, &8 He went on lils way, graduvally reashed that time
when even all his disciples forsvok iHim and fled. How, dear fricnds,
vhat was it that lea them to +twun their backs upon our Lord? Just
this one fact; that in His death, man in the flesh 13 set nuide - set
aside and has no place., And that was the witness of the marvallous
Jove of God to man. And so we read here that'many of His disciples
went back and walked no more with Him". And then the Lord turned to
the twelve and aald:- "Will ye also go away? Wwill ye also g0 away"?
And now Peter, the one, you know, that in ever ready towspeak, he.
replies;~ {vhat are his words) "Lord, to whom shall we gof 'Thou hast
the words of eiermal life; and we Lelieve end are sure that Thou art
that Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Kow dear friends, i must sk you this - lock:~ the whole
question is;~ "What is Christ to you?",that is the question. IS
CHRIST ANYTHISS T0 YOU? 1 might have u 3ible and have, ag a systenm,
the dootrine from Genests to Bevelation. Ahd b do yom know the

Person of Chrisd <he One of Whom the scriptures speak? - because what

g8ives real blessing ~ what brings 1life tv the goul ~ 1s responss %o
that Person; no believing dootrine or idsas, Aud that iv the faith
that Peter imd:- "o whom shall we g0? ‘Mou hast the wokds of eternal
1ife". He had Chriet; and if you remembsr, yon know, u litile verse
in the first ohapter - it says:;~ "~ to as many" as ‘received Him, to
them gave ih"l right, or privelege, to take tha place of children of
God "aven to tham that bdelieved on His nams”. "To as many as received
Hime" Have you received Him? AhJ dear friends, let us make no
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if a person has received Hizl;, the bleasing is theirs. But if they
have not received Him - no matter what they may know or profess or
who they are - if they have not received Him, the blesding is not
theirs. And you know the Lord turned to the twelve - when Peter
had replied ~ Jesus answered thems~ "Have I not ohosen you twelve-"
and then a most solemn word, -"and one of you is a davil", The Lord
had chosen twelve to be what you might call "special disciples" - like
intimate friends and right amongst that nunber - twelve - what was
there? - one that the Lord had to say was "a devil". He was speaking,
of oourse, of Judas; "for He kmew from the beginning who it was that
should betray Him', Dear friends, let us rameniber, Just being in
right company - that will not save us. We may be amongst God's people -
surrounded by them - that will not save us. There is only one thing
that will save and that 18 - HAVING CHRIST - HAVING CHRIST. And if a
person hes got Christ, they have the blessing; and if they have not
Christ - no matter what they have - they have not the blessing.

I will just close this evening with reminding you of one
verse you heve oftten heard but, dear fxx friends, we may say is a
very blessed one and one that 18, on the other hand, a very solemn
one;~ the lagt verse of the third chapter of the gospel of John. And
if you notice, he speaks of two persons and that is why - in one way -
1t is eo striking. Now those two persons represent everyons on the
face of the earth and you are one of those two persons tonight. But
if you are in the first part of the verse, well then dear friends, you
belong to a very large company of the redesmed. But if you are in the
segond part - aht! - you belong %o a very large ocampany, dut a company
that is going the wrong way. ™8 verse runs, looks-
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"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life". Notice, dear friends,
there is no doubt about it - no question about it. There are no hard
words to understand; it is simple and plain language - as plain as can be.
You lmow is marked for his simple lanzuage. John, thoush he is such a
doep writer, really uses mostly monosyllables. Ahl dear friends, his
statemants are so plain that & 1ittle child can understsnd them. "He
that belicveth on %the Son" -~ is thet you? - "heth everlasting life".
Who hegs evarlazting iife? The one +timt Lelleves oan ithe Son. Who says
s0? The Son of God says so. But remember, the Son of God says something
elee:~ "He that belleveth not the Son =" There is the other person.
Vet is it thc lLord saye about that personf - shall not ses life",
If you sre wt & heliever on the Son of God you will never ses life;
rot only not have 1t but HEVIR SER IT. Never see it? NOY! IFVER SEE IT
Yy deur friends, the one that does not have the Son of God, those that do

not raceive Eim - they will heve to stand before God as cudge and they

vill never see life. 0Ond whei e¢lsef "~ the wrath of God abidsth on hinm".
You know in ona way these are the most solemn words in the New Testament.
Think of the force of that. "But the wrath of God abideth on him'j never
lifted off - it remains. "Dut the wrath of God remaineth on him" - never
1ifted off. If & person refuses Christ - refuses the Saviour when God
has brought Him in~to the world and when the work has been done by which
he can be savad - if that is refused - there can be no hope whatever, dut

the wreth of God remuins, and remains on that person.
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Pardon me 4f I ask once again. BRead that last verse of the 3xd.
of John. Are you in the first part or are you in the second part?
You. cannot be in both; you are bound to be in one or the other, and
one is as different from the other as the North and South Poles -
and as far epart. "He that believeth on the Son h.at); everlasting
life; and he that believeth not on the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abideth on him.

May every one here present, through God's mercy and
grace, be that person in the first part of the verse - for His

name's sakeg.
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