A SKRICH OF THE

LIFE AND MINISTRY OF THE REV. HENRY GRATTAN GUINNESS,

MeN who can speak freely in the hnguﬁe of common life, says the Editor of the
Christian World, will rarely, if ever, to catch the ear of the multitude—mno
matter what may be the topics on which they discourse. This fact is so palpable,
and the cause of it g0 obvious, that nobody who reflects upon the subject for a
‘moment can help wondering that ministers of ion should have so uniformly
used scholastic or technical phraseology when preaching the gospel. But sermons
of this nature will never greatly attract and influenes the uneducated—and these
have ever been, and are still, the great majority of the nation. The truth is, the
language of the schools and the Janguage of the people are quite different dialects;
and hence ministerial training produces the very opposite effect from that for
which it is designed.

But it may be asked, perhaps, why is this? Is knowledge, in itself, or in its

igition, an evil? Not at all. It is the *“l#tde learning,” which is here a
mgems thing.” The young minister aequires , but stops short before
he learns how to use it ; or, rather, while acquiring koowledge, he, in some sense,
unlearns his native tongue, and acquires a mode of speech which is comparatively
without eignification in the ears of the people.

This may be illustrated by compuring the success of what are called well-trained
and efficient ministers, with that of some who have entered the ficld without
scholastic training. Take the eases of Haldane and Aikman, who, wishout a theo-
logical education, extended their power and success over the whole of Scotland,
and called into being a hundred churches, which now constitate a thriving body.
The power of these mighty men lay muinly, under God, in speaking to the pe
in their own tongue in which they were born. Because they did simply this, their
preaching was everywhere attended with enger and listening throngs. Equally
pertinent ie the case of Howell Harris, in Wales, who gathered the body of what
are called Calvinistic Methodists there, The ome secret of his greatness and sue-
cess, was his access to the hearts of the people through the simple language of
the people. That he had more of piety, or more of eloquence, in the cornmon
acceptation of that term, than many a minister whose influence has Leen confined
within the bounds of kis single parich, does not appear.

The whole hi of Methodism is & living illustration of the same thing. It
swept the people like a rushing mighty wind, when it first came up in England,
becauze it put off the scholastic costume, and sapproached them in their own
familiar dregs. Whitfield, Wesley, and Rowland Hill had indeed been trained in
the schools. Afterwards, however, to some extent, they learned the common use
of the English language ; but what was more, they caused their own thoughta
and views to find utterance by thousands of tongues that had never learned the
dialect of the schools. Their power was that of countless lay preachers, who ani.
mated by their spirit, went forth, as in primitive times, *“the Lord working with
them confirming the word by signs following.”

The true source of the great pewer of Methodism, when it first came in,



undoubtedly, was the employment of uneducated men, who could in no
other than the language of the people. By this means she spoke directly to the
understanding, and the hearts of her hearera. By this means she awoke around
herself a sympathy in the popular mind, and reached stratum which could be
reached only in & very imperfect degree by a learned ministry. To those who
had themselves been well instructed, and were capable of appreciating truth
when put ferth in logioal forms, and according to the educated modes of l:ionﬁt’,
the rmde speech of many of the lay exhorters was distasteful and repellent.
{tinerant preachers, therefore, went into the outskirta of the towns and parishes,
and drew in many of those who bad fallen off from the established congregations.
In this way, =0 fur as they taught the truth, they did a good work. And in propor-
tion as they taught the truth, as it is in Jesus, they were instrumental in doing
incalculable good. But our concern now is with this gopnhr feature of their
work, which shows where their strength ls{; and what, in n qualified sense, will
be needful for us, if we would seize and hold that order of mind among the
maeees which we have too much failed to reach,

This view is confirmed, in another way, by the more recent experience of
Methodiem. About in the same proportion as it has beem taking to itself an
educated ministry of late, it has been losing its hold upon the popular interest.
True, other causes have conspired with this. But this, viewed in connexion with
the fact that the results of the system, as exhibited in experience, have worked
against it, must be taken as the main cause of its decline.

If we need further illustration of the power aceruing to the preacher from the
use of the language of the people, we find it in the instance of Luther—whose
case, by the way, shows it not to be impossible to combine the power of learning
and culture with high ion in the language of the masses. In nothing was
Tather more wonderfully fitted to be the t Reformer that he was, than in his
rare combination of acquired and native talents. He was ore of the strong men
among the learned, and especially mighty in the Scriptures, and, at the same
time. while speaking to the paop{ . he was eminently one of them. TIn readin
his writings, we have often paused to admire the simplicity, transparency, ms
foree of his thought and diction. His conceptions take such simple forms, and
come forth in such common and easy words that the humblest mind takes the
full impresgion of it at a glance. Thus none of his strength ia wasted in the air,
but the concentrated energy of his soul grasps the hearer’s mind, and carries it on
irresistibly to his conclusion. If you inquire what one quality of Luther’s mind,
more than any other, made him the Samson who had strength to grasp the pillars
of the idol temple and carry them away, we answer it was Lis power of throwing
the natural and acquired energies of his soul into the living lan of the people.

Bunyan is another eminent example of the same point. is training was not
at all in the schools, And yet John Owen, the prince of the [Puritan theologians,
has said of him, “ Give me the Tinker's power to preach, and you shall have all
my learning.” Bunyan's “ Pilgrim” has travelled far over the earth, and spoken
to men of all climes, and has everywhere carried a resistless charm to the popular
mind ; and, through that immortal work, Bunyan continues %o preach the gospel,
with a voice unbroken by age. If, now, you undertake to scan the elementa of
bis power you will find none more prominent among them than his use of the
idionn of the masses: of the people. His whole habit of thecught and speech was
formed among them, and gifted by nature with the higher attributes of
geniug, and by grace with a sonl inflamed with the love of Christ, and with a deep
and broad experience of the conflicts between nature and grace in the heart,
all the issues of his mind went out through chavnels of communication with
fellow-minds that had been formed in converse with the masses. His i
sa o traveller tinker, had brought him into connexion with all sorts of people.
His mind, so to speak, had itself with theirs; and their speech had become
his own, g0 that when he came to speak to them of Christ and redemption, he
was prepared to speak in thoughts and words which could not fail to penetrate
‘heir minds, .



. The fact is equally palpa blomthomtdsy,andmongoundvu and we
bave a delightful mtn.twnof it in the person and mimnryolilnlhv Henry
Grattan Guinness.

The coramercial axiom, that dannndmtu ly, is true to a large extent,
in reference to sacred as well as secular th n religious matters, however,
we see not only the beautiful operation of nnuml laws, but also the evident
workings of Divine Providence. The history of the church in all ages testifies to
the encouraging fuct, that men have been raised wup, and exactly fitted for the
s‘s;l:rmmoeof the precise work which the times they lived mreqmredtobe

It has frequently happened, moreover, that the instruments provided have

been of a ption in no way caleulated, in the estimation of men, to

work out the denrod end. Indeed it is never by human wisdom that great
spiritual objects are accomplished.

It is the conviction of many, that the Rev, H. G, Guinness is raised up to do &
large portion of the evangelistic work which it is, on sll hands, admitted will
have to be done before the masses of the ehall come to know, even
theoretically, the essential principles of the Goapel, much less be brought under
their elevating and saving power; and the peculiar circumstances, which partake
largely of the nature of the prondentul which have attended his early career,
may well lead to the convietion, that he is following in the path marked out for

his otepabythenllmDuposero(wuu. Mr. Guinness has of late been
drawi inmense congregations, at Whitfield's Tabernacle, Moorflelds, on
Sabba ys, both morning and evening, and wherever clse he appears on the
week-day evenings.

He was born in August, 1836, at Montpelier House, near Kingstown, about six
miles from Dublin. His father was brother to Mr. Guinness, the brewer, of
Dublin stout celebrity, and was an officer in the army ; and his mcther, the widow
of Captain D’'Esterre, who fell in a duel with the late Daniel O’Connell, some
thirty-five years ago. He was brought up, and well instructed by hia pious
pu-ente in the knowledge of Divine truth. He was educated at Cheltenham,

and aftcrwards at Exeter, under the Rev. Dr. Mills and the Rev. C. Worthy; both
of these enmtunodthehxghubmunundngwdfmhim. In his
boyhood, he was the subject of strong convictions ; but about four years ago, he
determined to go to sea, having become careless and indifferent about the one
thing needful. He left this land, and wandered over the shores of Mexico, the
West Indies, Texas, through the Caribbean Seas, &e., and having been absent for
some time, he at length returned home. During the voyage, the ship was nearly
being lost on two ooeu:on.,a.nd xt was chxeﬂ owing (the captain states) to the
and great presence ed by young Guinness, that the ship
was preserved. About the yem 1854-55 e again set out on u voyage to the
East Indies. Soon after the ship sailed, t.h were obliged to put back, in & half-
wrecked condition, and he, being attacked by a mosat serious and alarming illness,
was quite unable to proceed on this voysge; and returned to his home at
Cheltenham, apparently in a dying state.

It was about this time that it pleased the Lord to open his eyes, and
that he was brought to feel his backsliding ltato and being fully convinced
of what he was, and how he had arlcnd pirit, and having obtained
peace in believing, he, at once, with the help of the Divine Spirit, determined to

gpend and be spent in hizs Master’s service, and for this purpose he entered New
College, London, under his kind friend and tutor, the late Dr. Harris—this was
about January, 1856. He algo induced his brother, Mr. Wyndhun Guinness, to
leave the sea, and to enter New College, where he now is, with a view
to the Christian ministry ; and by his advice, hiaywngerbmthorsm . Frederick
Guinness, entered Lady Hnnﬁngdon Cell at Cheshunt. Truly, their mother
is blessed in having three such sons d to the service of the Redeemer !

- Concerning any man or work, receiving much public attention, there will. of
course, be formed many and very diverse opinions. Mr. Guinness proves 1o
exception tothe rule. He was first heard of in London in the begiuning of last



year, as a “laborious, pious, earnest, and pathetic pe.chcr,”-ndgc-uudof
than ordinary talemt,” at which time he commenced preaching in the

air, in London, At times thousands were attracted; and he has been obli '
have mentopcohcthin,hehlhelnmuhodmdmwb Romnn
Catholi Nothing dsunted, he persevered, preaching for mounths, and distri-
buting afterwards sands of Drummond’s tracts ; and we sincerely trust that
much good was done. About August, he visited Cheltenham, and preached
almost every ev in the Promenade to thousands—people of all ranks listening
most attentively. also was invited to preach in the Town Hall; and great num-
bers a bhnhmbonghtbn&hofmchm,lnd}mhonmm
literally besieged by old and young anxious inguirers, There have been, at times,

in a day at his house.

fterw he proceeded to Birmingham, where he preached to thousamds,
both in the open sir and in chapels, and here num psndto have Leen
in a most anxious state about their souls, Honm-m:g this place sbout
three weeks, and then proeceeded to Wednesbury, and dail fow sbout a fortnight,
assisted by his brother, he descended the shaft of the mﬂlﬂ tc a depth of 600
feet, and E:nebed the gospel to these poor benighted men. In October, 1858,
he visited where he preached every night, exespt Saturdays, for
three weeks, to the most crowded congregations—hundreds being obliged to go
away, unable to gain admission. Nwmnbers in the city of Exeter are said to have
been brought to a knowledge of Jesus, during this visit, and bless the day that
he went am t them. He then visited Cornwall; and im all the towns he
preached in, thousands were eollected to hear him. Since then, he has visited
many other counties in England ; and we understand it iz his intention to
Wales, Scotland, and also his native land, Ireland, this summer, and at no distant
period, if spared, to visit America and Australia. On these, as well as on other
accounts, it has been suggested that  Wesley and a Whitfield were about to have
their parallels in n Spurgeon and a Guinneas.

Having, as we have said, gained extenaive notice, and preached to immense gather-
inga of the people in the south-western part of England, Mr. Guinness came to
London, to resume his studies at New College, and preached several special revival
sermons at the Independent Chapel, Fetter Lane. The place was crowded with
iveople. and the general impression produeed, we are assured, was deep and good.

neobsuvodumtthc Rev. Dr, Campbell was at one of these services,
and this cireumstanes led to the youthful cruxgem.‘u‘ invited to ocoupy the
]mlplt of the Tabernacle, of which, as doubtless most of our readers are aware, Dr.
Campbell, editor of the British Standard and Christian Witness, s the pastor. If
this be so—and it is certain that Mr. Guinness has now, for many weeks, actually
preached at the Tabernacle, whatever may have been the originating cause—then
we may infer that Dr. Campbell, who is ne mean j of ministerial, as well as
general ability and worth, believed that he diace qualities in Mr. Guinness
calculated for nlar usefulness.

But Mr. Guinness had not preached half-a-dozen times in the metropolis, before
adverse criticisms were expressed. Onme gentleman, after hearing him at Com-
mercial Hoad Chapel, says: “1 was much disappointed. There was something
singulariy eccentric in the preacher's manner, ithe beginming to the end of
the service ; such as keeping his seat for several minutes after osmgi wag
ended, pmvioustorendmgt.helenaon,’n.d the giving out of histext- ruamg
his discourse, at times neot a little to his co o might
have come to the conclusion that he had lost himself, gwetha-xtwu
anything but a sermon that 1 expected to hear fron a man, of whom so much had
been said.” Another fri eritic animadverts wpon the * pauses,” and
*“ cannot divine the motive ” for them. We, however, are glad %o w that this
habit, which had anything but a pleasing effect upon the aundience, is less
frea\’:ently witnessed.

ourselves have, says the aforesaid writer, in the (iristian World, made two
. Sunday-evening visits to the Tabernacle. On both oecasions, that immensze place

:



of worship—the Ia but one, we believe, in the metropolis—was erowded to
excess; and from what we could judge, no inconsiderable portion of the people
were upaccustomed to public worship, but were drawn out by the fame of the
reacher.

K The moment you observe him you can hardly fail to be struck with his appear-
ance. It is decidedly singular, and rather prepossessing. In perzon he is tall and
slender, and of an easy graceful manner. The long, thin face, not altogether des-
titute of a healthful hue, but sometimes tinged with a hectic fiush, bears, in
repose, a grave and studious aspect; and when lighted up, as it frequently is, with
a quiet smile of pleasure, indicates the presence of a genial and sympathetic spirit.
The long, dark hair, parted in the centre and thrown backwards, gives to the
a rather womanish aspeet. But his voice is by no means feminine, for it
is full and loud. Indeed we do not & that there is a charch, chapel, or hall
in London, or elsewhere, in which he d not make himself heard o the remotest
corner; albeit he is sometimes so rapid in his utterance, that the words unite and
become indistinet. Mr. Guinness does not, like Mr. Spurgeon, repudiate the gown
and bands, but wears both, at least at the Tabernacle, at which some have expressed
surprise, ueeinfnthst he haa not yet reeeived ordination, and is still a student. But
Mr. Guinness, in other matters aa well as this, does not ask, “What will the world
say '” and study the fashion ; but wisely acts a free and independent part. That
wl{ich strikes you most, perhaps, in his preaching, is the thoroughly natural and
unstudied style of address he employs ; and, it is to this fact, we believe, may be
attributed much of his power over the people, who, despite the frequent want of
logie that is displayed, and the lack of connexion that is observable to the critical
eye, between the different parts of a single discourse, rarely fails to move and melt
his hearers, To characterize the lt;le of Mr. Guinness in a sentence, we ghonld
it is pictorial ing ; comparisons, contrasts, figures, and aneedotes mah;' 5

;“’ the staple of both the sermons that we have heard. But whoever may f
inted with the matter of the preacher, and that the framework of
his urscs is not of a more nolid description, and able to bear with greater ease
the mass of ornament employed, few will question his intense earnestness, and
fail to conclude from his impassioned manner that the conversion of souls to Christ
is the master ge of his life, and the one object that he has alwuys in view.
This fact, wm‘roont wmen, suxicus for the diffusion of the gospel among the
teeming millions of our great towns and eities, will be sure to go far to disarm
criticism, and to eall forth gratitude to God for mising up another herald of sal-
vation, with such peculiarities and powers as to be able to gain the ear of those
whom the most logical and polished orators fail to reach; and not reaching, cannot

by possibility benefit.

S0 favourable is the im ion which Mr. Guinness has produced upon the pastor
and the church, at the Tabernacle, that a pressing invitation has been given him
to become the permanent occupant of the pulpit of Whitfield; but which, we
understand, he has felt to be his duty to decline, preferring, for the present, an
itinerant ministry, to the discharge of erdinary pastoral duties,



