RICE T. HOPKINS, well known in Britain and Australia.



RICE THOMAS HOPKINS.

"T"HE writer has known R.T.H., as he was frcq\%cnt]‘y

called, for thirty-seven years. I have stayed in his
house in Birkenhead before he went to Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, in August, 1882, and my first wife (who was a sister
of the late Mrs. R. T. Hopkins) and I lived for several
vears with him in Melbourne. We followed them to the
Antipodes in November, 1887.

Rice T. Hopkixs lived in Ipswich some years after
marriage before going to Birkenhead, which he considered
a better centre for his Gospel work in England, Ireland,
and Scotland. He had large meetings in the Town Hall,
Ipswich, with Joux VINE, and many were converted to God.

His father was a Plymouth man, a successful lawyer
and newspaper proprietor. The son grew up with a liking
for the law, and was in his father’s office until he was about
eighteen. At that age he linked himself with C. H.
SPURGEON for a couple of years, and used to preach on
Clapham Common under a tree, with C. H. Spurgeon as
a hearer. When about twenty he saw further than being a
Baptist, and for some years preached wherever there was
an open door, in music halls, theatres, churches, open-
air, and other places throughout the United Kingdom.

His father, I believe, was Welsh, and he has a grandson
named Rhys (not Rice). He was born again in his teens,
and loved to preach in many churches in Scotland with
J. A. Boswell, ‘“Ye must be born again.”’ Many religious
sinners were thoroughly aroused to sec they needed some-
thing more than religion; they nceded Christ. Many in
these campaigns, when R.T.H. was little out of his teens,
were converted to God. He laboured also in the Orkney
Islands fifty years ago, and he and D. Munro had wonderful
times in seeing sinners believing on the Lord Jesus Christ
unto Everlasting Life. “One would preach ‘‘law’’ and the
other would follow with ‘‘grace.’’ The late JouNHEwisox,
Westray, told me that R.T.H., if he had been a politician
wou!d have bfeen Prime Minister of England. At any rate’
I think he might have become a Judge. But he cared for
none of these thmgs', th@y were only as chaff to the wheat

t0]1311m, and $0 he laid his talents at the fect of his Lord.
. m:(tageen'th(l‘rty and forty years ago there was scarcely
;f his rl’)t‘(a’) \ifzrf;rlcat Britain and Ireland that did not know
! preaching and of his equally powerful
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Rice T. Hopkins, of Melbourne.

ministry of the Word to saints.  He was, in o number of
ways, the most energetic preacher T ever came across. T
have walked with him after luncheon from Kingsland Road,
Birkenhead, to the Ferry, one and a half miles. then hoat,
and a mile on the Liverpool side, and he has nearly walked
me off my feet, although T was much the taller of the two.

Then he would get up and give a most vigorous address to
Christians. He did not spare his brain or hix body. He
could hold people spellbound in the open-air. and I have
heard him preach in Kirkwall for, I am surc. an hour.

He was one of the most indef&tigzlblc men I ever knew.

I remember his arriving from Orkney in a snowstorm at
the house of the late G. Survas, Aberdeen, for the con-
ference in January, about thirty-five years ago. He was
as fresh and cheerful as possible as he warmed himself
standing with his back to the fire, rubbing his hands.
Nothing seemed to daunt him. In T asmania, on his way
to a meeting in Montagu, he sprained his ankle badly, and
a brother had to carry him to the hall on his back. How-
ever, he insisted on taking the meceting, although he was
in much pain. After a good brother carried him home on
his back, they had to cut the boot open to get it oft.

Children of God frequently wrote him about the Lord’s
Word and work, and he always replied by return of post.
He was ever ready to help struggling saints as to ditticulties,
as to individuals, or as to companies. He would trav el
many miles out of his way to encourage others.

He was a good all-round man in the things of God. He
had his failures, but we can leave all that t¢ Him who
will sift out the good from the bad.

Although he had a large business to manage in Mclbourne,
he would go 1200 miles to conferences in Queensland,
taking three nights in the train; or 600 miles to Svdney; or
200 to Tasmania to preach the Gospel and feed the saints
upon the sincere milk of the Word. Sometimes the weather
was very hot and trying, but he was cver readyv with the
Word. He had a wonderful memory, was a great and
rapid reader, and had a very large private library.

In Balaclava he built a hall at his own expense. He
used to address Christians on Monday nights for three or
four months in succession cach year. Three to four hun-
dred believers used to crowd these weekly mectings, and
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Rice T. Hopkins, o1 Melpourne

rd was with power and much pr :
annual races near 1\1011)()1111':1)(? tht N tl'u; hearers
ay by about fifty brcth(i' would hay
to go on a low cart or dray drawn by two 1C n. Weused
races, and have on cach side of the cart in 1 wrses to the
calico words of warning, such as “‘Wher arge letters on
Eternity?’’ ‘‘Heaven or Hell, which?’’ ‘Fj)wl” yoit spend
thy God.”’ Many could be scen reaciin i repave to et
passed through the crowds. One da %1 1e words as we
governors passed us in a state cqrrig wee Australasian
them respectfully, which arriase and we salutc
ully, ch they graciousl < !
Gordon Hopkins, a younger brotl sly acknowledged.
lelin?lgtli_? n with these messages rer, was a great help in
) .T.H. spent large i
liberally topthe Lor% ’Ssilg‘if fétmoney on tracts, and gave
and his second son, Willian ants and the poor. When he
111}0ut eighteen yeétrs - lt,hcame to England on busine%‘l
giving tracts at the wogrla ey took the opportunity of
wrote many of these m -renowned Epsom Races. He
of thousands given e n essages himself and had hundreds
Sunday school work }17: . .He also took a great interest i;
ment he edited the H . lodl some years at the commenc
his pen appeared in thm o_f Salvation, and articles froc-
A number of the '?t earlier numbers of The Witnes "
with him are ‘‘wit Elcﬁd' men who attended conferes' y
?ﬁgrg Dyer, Samuel BlOerglgl’los 1§Ycluil)ing Henry Gro?f:gS
odore Boswell. D » . ANCW errijﬁ.n" I‘in ] >
Kerr, A. J. Holi , Donald Ross, Donald N co-n
brethren } . R()hgzii J.IG. M ‘Vicker ; but w el gglicl) il§0bert
W. H. Hunter, Alexwﬁdl' J. A. Boswell, Alex St:er e
He was a od hus arshall, and others i h wart,
wife) and a kgi(l):g f::liSband“;and was ble“sedn ‘t]ifhbody. .
conferences h 1er. hile he coul& a goo
e gl o o and
ourn his loss. H , all followers of th~ r
R s e has cleven grandehild ¢ Lord, to
in Cambe, orn in July, 18 aren.
1916, Troaq ouburD o Meltonme o g o et
although his mi been in failing hoalth, for 22nd January,
a grea;g - is mind was active t% t}ealth for several years,
?leep. Lefrist in paSSing events lCI_IIaSt’ and he still took
i et U follow him as far ¢ passed away in his
e’ (John 21. 22)L as he followed Christ,
. RICHARD GRAHAM.
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REMARKABLE EARLY DAYS IN ORKNEY.

L\S a student in Spurgeon’s College, R.T.H. was on inti-
< matp terms with a fellow-student, Mr. Lennie, who
had married the daughter of the pastor of the Baptist
Church in Westrgy, and was on a visit to that island.
Thus Mr. Hopkins found an entrance to Orcadians
tl}rpugh his friend Mr. Lennie. Mr. Hopkins on this
visit, about fifty years ago, preached in the Baptist and
Established Churches.

A little while after, Mr. Wingate, the Established
Church minister of Stromness, applied to the East Coast
Mission for two evangelists to preach in that town. Duncan
Mathieson and Donald Munro were appointed. The former
was prevented by illness, and his place was taken by Mr.
Hopkins. Mr. Wingate in announcing to his congregation
the coming of these preachers, and in anticipation of some
probable objections, said that while the Head of the Church
had bestowed on him the gift of pastor, he had not the gift
of the evangelist, and being convinced that their messages
would be a means of blessing to his people and the com-
munity, he had invited these evangelists to come along.
Thus Messrs. Hopkins and Munro commenced preaching
in the Established Church, Stromness, in the month of
January, 1867. The writer has talked with living sur-
vivors and converts of these early days, who say that
people walked ten to twelve miles through snow covered
roads, filling the church to overflowing. The order of preach-
ing was new, and, moreover, was with power. The result
was that many people were awakened and converted, and
a few are yet living to tell the tale of these great days.

Some unkind things have been written by Church his-
torians of Orkney about Mr. Hopkins. Ior the most part
they have failed to recognise that in these early days Mr.
Hopkins was not wholly associated with Brethren. With
further light Mr. Hopkins took the Scriptures as his only

guide, and this resulted in his preaching those things
thercin recorded. Thus it came to pass that during sub-
sequent visits Christians sought to assemble themselves.
together, suitable and substantial halls were crepted n
various parts, and active preaching was conducted in thesc
islands of the sea. Meetings still remain the result of thesp
carly days, and all historians have taken account of this
movement as marking an epoch in many lives. So that
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Remarkable Early Days in Orkney.

even vet Christians mecting in assemblics are spoken of
as “Hopkinites." .

Many a story of these days and preaching have we
listened to. The farthest recollection of a bright witness
is when as a lad he attended the school of his island home
and heard Mr. Hopkins, and still recalls these words, and
these words alone, ‘“Where will you be in Eternity?
Mr. Hopkins’ preaching was of an arousing character, and,
like one of old, he sought to warn men of ‘‘the wrath to
come.”” While there have been occasional times of much
blessing in various localities, there has not been such a
wave of blessing in the islands since as was then experienced.
The number of the saved must have been verv many. If
there is such a thing as servants being welcomed in Heaven
by those whom they were instrumental in leading to Christ,
surely Rice T. Hopkins had a good company waiting his
“Welcome Home.”’ j.s.



