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DEAD IN SINs—DEATH FOR SIN,

AND DEAD TO SIN.

BY J. DENHAM, SMITH,

(The substance of an Address in Freemasons' Hall).

OUR subject, beloved, is the prac

tical sanctification of believers.

You can at your leisure connect

together Eph. ii., 1 Peter i. ii.,

and Romans vi., showing forth,

first, man's condition by nature,

“dead in sin : ” then, Christ

paying the penalty of that con

dition, and dying for sin ; and

lastly, the believer in Christ

becoming “dead to sin.”
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The subject of Romans vi, is

dead to sin. There is important

doctrine in it. But the substance

of it relates to our life. The

doctrine, for example, is that

“he that is dead” (Greek, “he

that hath died”) “is freed or

justified, or more literally dis

charged, from sin.” But the

doctrine connects itself with life.

Christ “died unto sin once ; but

in that He liveth, He liveth unto

God.” Christ has no connection

with sin, even as a sin-bearer, any

more; and the believer in Christ

is in resurrection-life, and is to

live no longer in sin, but to live

wholly unto God. There is a
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difference between sin being dead

in me, and my being dead to sin;

and it is of immense importance

that this distinction should be

understood. If any man might

have said that sin was dead in

him, Paul was that man; and yet,

after he had been caught up to

the third heaven, a messenger of

Satan was permitted to buffet him,

lest he should be exalted beyond

measure, that is, lest. he should

sin.

The teaching of Rom. vi. 1 is

that we are not to continue in

sin; verse 2, that we are not to

| live any longer therein; verse

12, that we are not to obey it in
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the desires thereof; verse 13, that

we are not to yield our members

as instruments to sin; and verse

20, that we are not to be the

servants of sin. There is the old

master within us, but we are not

to be a slave to sin. Living in

the power of the risen life, sin

will be in abeyance. Thus living,

we shall not actively sin. “How

can we who are dead,” or have

died, “to sin, live any longer

therein P” “ Christ has been

raised from the dead by the glory

of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life.”

What the apostle thus enjoins

on the believer is, that he is to live
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an unsinning life. You may ask,

| How is this possible, if we have

sin still within us? It is a deeply

solemn question, and the answer

is, that as long as I am living in

the energy and enjoyment of

realized communion with God in

Christ, I am dead to that evil

principle which, on the other

hand, is never dead in me. This

is not Christian perfection, for in

all things we come short of the

glory of God; nor is it absolute

perfection. Absolute perfection

would mean that there is no evil

root in me, that the evil root is

never to send forth an evil shoot;

but the apostle John recognizes
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the possibility of this when he

says, “If any man sin” (any

believing man) “we have an

Advocate with the Father, Jesus

Christ the righteous.” There is

still that dark and dismal root in

us; but the teaching of Rom. vi.

is, that we are not to live any

longer according to the principle

of that root, as we once did.

When FatherEIyacinthe became

a monk, he submitted to undergo

certain pains and penalties, accord

ing to the rules of the order which

he entered. He had no reason to

complain of those rules, because

he deliberately gave up that other

life in which he was free from
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them. This is an illustration of

what I mean.

In our natural life, we lived

according to the desires of the

flesh, and were dead in sin;

but Jesus rose from the dead,

and believers are raised together

with Him. I am in that new

existence, and I have no right

to put myself again under that

old condition. In that old con

dition sin was my master. The

wages which He paid was death.

The death has transpired in Christ

on the tree. That death was for

me—so that the wages of sin

are overpast. In Christ I have

done with death. And I am now

|--------
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n His risen life. I am justified

n believing that I may so receive

»f that life which is in my Head,

hat what proceeds forth from me

hall be that which comes into

me from Him.

We shall never get a personal

holiness, beloved, but by getting

at the root of it. The root is Christ.

It is by abiding in Him—in Him,

is the branch abides in the vine—

hat holiness becomes ours. If

here were two springs in this hall,

ºne of foul water, and one of sweet,

ind I wished to avoid the one

ind drink of the other, let me

pply only to the fresh spring,

nd the pure water will flow into
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me. So if my soul by faith be

united to Christ, and I am con

tinually drawing from Him, only

that which is in Him will flow

into me. The streams will be as

the fountain. I am able to say,

“I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me; and the life which

I now live in the flesh I live by

the faith of the Son of God, who

loved me and gave Himself for

me.” “In Him is no sin.” “And

whosoever abideth in Him sinneth

not ”—does not practically live

in sin.

Perhaps you say, then it is a

sinless life; but not so, because

the utmost I can do falls short of
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the glory of God. I do not ex

pect to be absolutely free from

sin till I have done with touching

anything, with seeing anything,

with having my mind exercised

about anything, in this world.

Yet I ought not in this “newness

of life” to have a single power

under the dominion of sin. Try

all your powers, one by one. Your

affections—is there any necessity

that you should fix them on sin P

No, you can and you ought to

occupy them with Him who is

worthy to receive them. The

understanding—is there any need

that it should be occupied with

sin P No, “the eyes of your un
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derstanding being enlightened;

that ye may know what is the

hope of His calling, and what the

riches of the glory of His inheri

tance in the saints,” that is how

the understanding is to be occu

pied. And so with your bodily

eyes—is it necessary that you

should use them on vanity?

“Who is blind but my Servant?”

The Lord Jesus, when on earth,

was blind, that is, He closed His

eyes to the things of the world—

cannot you, beloved, do the same?

So too as to your hands—you are

under no dire necessity to handle

that which is evil, not even as in

the case of the Galatians, the
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putting of an ordinance in the

place of Christ. And so with

every other power of your na

ture.

What should we think of a

servant who, having found a new

master, and who received all his

wages from him, should spend his

time in the old house and in do

ing the work of the old master?

“We were the bondsmen of sin,”

and “the wages of sin is death.”

Who received the wages for us?

Christ. We are now His bonds

men, and have done with that old

house in which we were simply

and only sinners, and are put

down in the risen life, and anti
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cipatively with Christ, on His

very throne.

Ah, beloved, we have a new

responsibility in Him. Let us

not go away from the grand and

glorious position in which we

stand—washed, sanctified and

justified. Oh, how wonderful

that word—“First-born among

many.” Many what? Many

servants, friends? No; though

we are servants and friends, but

“first-born among many BRETH

REN.” Think of His brethren

living in sin! He the First-born,

and we His brethren. He is the

First-born among many brethren,

and all are to be glorified with
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the Son. Are you living in the

power of these truths, beloved?

If you were, you would be like a

man possessing a million of money,

and who would never think of

living on a halfpenny a day. How

happy to continue in the high

est blessing God places us in

I think there is far more than

is usually seen in that first resur

rection utterance of our blessed

Lord. An angel had been sent

to roll away the stone, for the

angels excel in strength. They do

not excel in love, for they never

were died for. Nor do they excel

in excellence: they were never

predestinated to be conformed to
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the image of His Son. Oh,

what a height, beloved, is that to

start from Such height, the very

highest, is ours. An angel rolled

back the stone, and our Deliverer

walked out from the tomb and

made Himself known to the

woman by calling her “Mary.”

But when she sprang to embrace

those feet which were pierced

with the nails, He said, “Touch

Me not.” Why not? We shall

embrace Him in Heaven, and if

there were tears there, we would

wash. His feet with them. Yet

He said, “Touch Me not, for I

am not yet ascended to my

Father.”
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There are three ways in

which these words may be un

derstood. We might understand

Him as meaning, “You will

have forty days in which to see

Me; but now hasten and tell my

disciples that I am risen.” Or,

in the words, “I am not yet

ascended,” He might have re

ferred to the wave sheaf, which

represented Himself in resurrec

tion, and which had to be waved

before the Lord before Israel

could ever touch their harvest.

The wave sheaf was the point

from which fifty dayswere counted

to Pentecost, and fifty days be

fore Pentecost was the resurrec



DEAD IN SINs, ETC. 19

tion day of our blessed Lord.

This is probably what He referred

to. Or He may have referred to

the day of atonement, when the

high priest presented the blood

before the Lord, thus signifying

that He must first present the

blood before his Father, and

then He would return (as in

the evening of that day) to His

disciples.

But the third view, which I

think is the right one, is this—

as though He had said: “Many

years you have known Me in the

flesh. I came to eat and drink,

to labour and rest among you as

a man; but I am now in a risen
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life, and I am going to take up

a new position.” Mary would

have been well content to have

had the blessed Lord as she and

others had known Him before

His death. She had no idea of

that new condition into which

He was to pass, by His ascension

to the Father, taking us along

with Him “far above all princi

pality, and power, and might,

and dominion.” Previously death

and the grave had been before

Him. But now. He will die no

more. And “though we have

known Christ after the flesh, yet

now henceforth know we Him no

more.” But we are to know
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Him as having gone to the Fa

ther in the risen life, and where

we are as He is—One with Him,

raised to the same heavenly

height, far above all else that can

be named; loved with the same

love with which the Father

loves Him, accepted with the

same acceptance; in His ineffable

presence, put down in the same

holiness with Him, in the same

righteousness with Him; and

we are to be glorified together

with Him. Hence, beloved, sug

gestively, the meaning of the

words: “I ascend unto my Fa

ther and your Father.” How

wonderful that in this we are as
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sociated with Him, and how ut

terly unnatural were ours not a

“newness of life” correspondent

therewith.

It is a solemn reflection that

a man who dies unconverted will

never know the blessed Trinity,

—the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Ghost. He will only know

God, and God only as his judge.

Not so with the believer. The

Holy Ghost dwells in him now.

He brings in the Son, through

whom the Father is revealed.

Moreover, both the Father and

the Son take up their abodes with

us—mansions with us, as the word

is in John xiv. 23. Oh, beloved,
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what a life is ours l this risen

life, living according to it we sin

not, but are discharged from sin,

its power, its dominion over us.

What a standing in Christ Jesus!

how it obligates to a life of obedi

ence and holiness Judicially we

have diedonthecross,morally there

is still in us the living root of sin;

but we are under no obligation

to live after that which is earthly,

but after that which is heavenly.

As is the earthy, so are they that

are earthy; and as is the heavenly,

so are they that are heavenly—

foreknown in Him, foreloved in

Him from eternity. Such is our

wondrous calling, and the voice
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thence to our life is—“Be ye holy,

for I am holy.”

It is of great importance, then,

to keep before us the three things

taught in these chapters—dead in

sins, death for sin, and dead to

sin. If a man is only in the

first, “dead in sins,” plainly that

man is lost. But the second

is a death for sin. Christ hath

suffered for sins, not by a vice

gerent, but in His own person;

there, blessed be God, is my sal

vation, “Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

If a man only professed to know

those two things, he might be an

antinomian; but then comes in
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the teaching of Rom. vi. We

are not to go back to the old

house, we are not to continue in

sin that grace may abound. If

you have in you the life of

Christ, you are a thousand times

responsible to live according to

that life. If a man says he knows

the first and last of these, and is

ignorant of the middle one, he

is like the Israelites, trying to

make bricks without straw. No,

he must know his standing in

Christ, or he will want a standard

by which to walk. If I were a

poor vagabond about the streets

to-night, without any character,

I might go into that public-
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house, and do as I liked; but as

it is, my position would utterly

prevent my acting in any such

manner. Do you understand me,

beloved?

Paul said, “This one thing.”

In our version the passage reads

“This one thing I do,” but the

last two words are not in the

Greek. “This one thing.”

What? When I was going to

Damascus, a glorified Man “ap

prehended” me— met me, and

converted me. And He appre

hended, or laid hold of me, for

this self-same end, that I may

apprehend or lay hold of that for

which He laid hold of me—viz.,
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that I should also be glorified as

He ; and so, forgetting all that

belonged to me as a man in the

flesh, I press toward the mark

of my high calling of God in

Christ Jesus. Ah this was the

“one thing.” How vast! to be

with Him and like Him / God

give us, dear friends, to under

stand these deep truths, and write

them on our hearts.

But, you may say, is it not a

wonderful contradiction—I am

dead in sins, and yet I am com

manded to believe on the Ilord

Jesus Christ P. How do you ex

plaim this? I am very happy to

say, “I do not know.” I am com



28 DEAD IN SINs, ETC.

manded to hold up Christ; and if

I hold Him up He will give the

eye to the sinner so that He may

see Him. He says, “I, if I be

lifted up, will draw all unto Me.”

I am responsible for lifting Him

up—for preaching; but not for

your seeing. “Dead in sins,”

and Christ dead for sins, is a

wonderful compendium of the

Gospel. Do you not see it now—

believe it now P And if you do

see, God has given you an eye—

the work of His own Spirit; and if

you believe, you are not an un

| believer. Ah! dear friends, what

do we not owe the Lord for such

a salvation ? It goes beyond the
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utmost that we can give, as we

sing—

“Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far to small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all!”

We are thankful, truly, that

just now this subject is attracting

so much attention, and I com

mend these three chapters to your

study, that your minds may be

informed respecting the truth of

the Gospel; that you may have

rest in your own souls; and that

you may be steadfast, unmoveable,

always abounding in the work of

the Lord.
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“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased.”—Matt. iii. 17.

My God! what perfect rest is Thine!

Thy rest is in Thy Son;

'Tis all unspeakable—divine,

Thy rest and mine are one.

Inside the circle of Thy love,

Joined to His life I am above :

How sweet with Thee, my God, to share

The joy which is Thy portion there.

My Jesus, Lord, in Thee I rest;

Thou bid'st me rest in Thee ;

My welcome to Thy loving breast

Is Thy dear thought of me.

The peace which thus I have above

Rests on Thy deep, unchanging love:

Oh then, my soul, but rest the more, ,

Nor yield to sin or Satan's power.

God finds, Thou Spotless One, in Thee,

Where all perfections dwell,

All that His heart could wish for me—

All that He e'er could tell,
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He finds me ransomed, righteous, fair,

Where all his joys transcendent are ;

He finds me perfect, for His praise,

His glory through eternal days.

Oh, strange, that I should ever leave

Such place of love in Thee:

That I should e'er Thy Spirit grieve,

Or from Thy presence flee.

To turn to creature joy for rest

Is but to wander from Thy breast;

Yielding to sin’s enticing snare

But mars my sweet abidance there.

Oh, keep me then, dear, loving Lord,

Abiding in Thee still;

In deep communion through Thy word,

Thy life in me fulfil.

Dark shadows here are all around,

I'm only safe as in Thee found;

Soon and for ever on Thy breast

Will be my long eternal rest.
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