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ºùtll ſuith the $ighteous.

"Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with

him,”-Isa. iii. 10,

THE primary application of this passage

perhaps, is to Israel's own obedience

in the land, and its reward. If they

did well it was well; they would “eat

the fruit of their doings”—a reward

of temporal blessing for doing “right.”

Thus in obedience, the righteous or

justified man, the more closely he

follows Christ, and seeks his glory, the

brighter will be his “crown of right

eousness” in the day of his appearing.

But the words are of wide and

varied application to the righteous in



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

Christ Jesus. They may be spoken in

the darkest times; they are as a bow

inscribed by infinite love upon the

darkest cloud of the Christian's

journey in the wilderness, and may

gladden the darkest shadow that flits

across his path, even when passing

down the dark valley, for—

“Or in living or in dying,

All will be well.”

I suppose at this time Israel was

scarcely ever in a more desolate condi

tion—so desolate that the Lord said

by the prophet, “Why should ye be

stricken any more ? ye will revolt

more and more. The whole head is

sick, and the whole heart faint.” Yet,

for all that—for all He had done—his

hand was stretched out still. They

were at the very deepest in their

national sin, so that there was no need
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WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

to be stricken any more of God; as

if God had said, “there was now no

good for Him to correct them,--it is

not of any more use. It was in the

midst of this national cloud on Israel

that God directed the prophet to

inscribe this bow, as it were, upon it,

telling the righteous it should be well

with him :—“Say ye to the righteous,

that it shall be well with him;” whilst

to the wicked “ill.”

Beloved friends, it is not so much

said of the righteous—it is “well;"

though we can say it is “well” with

them, whether we speak of the right

eous dead or living, whether of those

who “all died in faith,” or of those

in our own dispensation who “sleep in

Jesus,” whether of those who like

Abraham looked for a city, and will

not be disappointed, or a country

5



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

out of sight, and now inhabit and

inherit it.

When we think of all those who died

in faith, we can say, “It is well" with

them. Well with Abel, the prototype

of the saints of God! With Enoch,

who walked with God, and was not,

for God took him . With Noah, who

rose high above the billows of God's

indignation against the old world

because of its sins! With Joseph the

patriarch, whether in pit or prison, for

he is now beyond the reach of a foe!

Well with David, who having swept

an earthly lyre before an earthly

monarch, will eternally sweep the

heavenly chords in the presence of Him

of whom he sung when here! Well

with Samson, who in dying brought

the house of his foes in ruin about

him like a greater than Samson, who
6
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in dying overcame through his blood.

Time would fail me to tell of all who

“died in faith.” They nobly fought

the fight, and won the prize; and I

am thinking of the words of the poet—

“I ask'd them whence their victory came *

They, with united breath,

Ascribed their victory to the Lamb,

Their triumph to his death.”

And it is well with those who “sleep

in Jesus,”—our sainted ones who lie

beneath the clod of the valley, who

“journeyed with us here,” as the poet

has it. Of these, too, it also can be

said, it is well with them. Oh! how

sweet to think of them "

“They sleep in Jesus and are blest,

How kind their slumbers are,

From suffering and from sin released,

And freed from every snare.”

I am always happy when I think

7
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of the sleeping dead. I could say

with Toplady—

“Happy the soul released from fear,

And safely landed there !

Some of their number once I knew,

And travell'd with them here

Little, once, I thought that they

Would first the summit gain,

And leave me far behind, slow journeying

Through the plain.”

Oh, say of the saints departed,

it is well—well to have been gathered

from the drifting storm of the present!

When Christ Jesus comes “we who

are alive and remain shall be caught

up together with them in the clouds to

meet the Lord in the air: and so shall

we ever be with the Lord.” Whether

we think of those in the far past who

died in faith or of those in our own

dispensation who sleep in Jesus, it

is well.

8



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

I wish I could stand amid those

shadowy ranks— that their mute

tongues could be vocal down here

among us. They would tell us “It is

well.”

Say ye to the righteous. Not of,

but, to them “that it shall be well

with them.”

First, then, let us describe the cha

racter. Who are the righteous P

Secondly, their condition, “It shall

be well with him.” -

And thirdly, we are to publish it.

“Say ye to the righteous.”

I.--THE CHARACTER OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

First, they are righteous. Sayye to

the righteous.” It is very important to

be able to distinguish the persons

here. Our being saved or unsaved—

all hangs on one hinge, whether or not

A A 9
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we are “righteous.” I need not tell

you beloved, that there may be at the

first blush of the subject some diffi

culty in ascertaining how any of us

can be “righteous;” but so it is.

We know that God is righteous,

and that amid the strains around his

throne are these ; “Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God Almighty.”

We know that the angels in heaven

stand not in borrowed, but in angelic

righteousness.

We know that Adam was “right

eous;” made in the likeness of his

God, in knowledge, in righteousness,

and in true holiness. He stood in the

righteousness not of God, but of his

own nature, and had to live in obedience

with the God that made him.

So there is human and angelic

righteousness. Beloved, we stand, pro
10



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

perly speaking, in none of these.

Not in man’s original righteousness."

Nor in angelic righteousness, the na

ture in which angels were created.

Nor in adamic righteousness, for that

has become as “rags,” we do not,

and cannot stand in man's righteous

Iſless.

How shall the sons of ignorance

and night—how shall the polluted

stream of a contaminated fountain—

how shall we be “righteous P” how

can it be said of us that we are

“righteous?”

I was thinking the other day of the

wondrous order of the gems in that

precious purse—these words,--"Who

of God is made unto us wisdom, and

righteousness, sanctification, and re

demption.”

There is nothing too hard for the

11
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wisdom of the infinite mind; and it

will be our study throughout eternity

to look into it; God found a plan by

which man might be in heaven. And

so—“Who of God is made unto us

Wisdom.”

But wisdom must work in consis

tency with his character. The poor,

low, decrepit sinner cannot be in

heaven if not there in righteousness.

Man could not be there in righteousness

if the taint of sin were on him, so he

is “ sanctified in Christ Jesus.” And

the final result is redemption.” O

beloved, it is in all this that we stand ;

our foundation is God ; the rock on

which we stand is God Himself. He

found out the way in his own wisdom,

accomplished it all in righteousness

and holiness.

What saint knows the grand altitude

12
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of the position in which he stands;

whatever Christ is, that he is before

God. Yes, God brought in wisdom

and wisdom consistent with righteous

ness; and that is the righteousness He

gives us. The poor saints on earth

and those in heaven have the same

righteousness. And so the poet sings,

“More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heaven.”

To whom did God make Christ all

this P Was it to the angels? No.

To one saint more than another ? No,

but to the believing sinner. If you see

this, you see the salvation of God.

You are a sinner, dead, polluted,

and wretched, with a heart cold and

corrupted by nature, with condemna

tion resting upon you, hell beneath

you, and heaven lost; with nothing

but the rags of your prodigal life.

18
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‘Oh, look at it; God puts it all aside

and brings in the Son of his love,

brings in his righteousness, puts you

in the righteousness of God in Him,

and you are “righteous.” Say ye to

the righteous. And oh! here let me

say, being righteous, walk rightly.

Says Luther, “I walk justly not that

I may bejust but because I am.” Such is

to be our walk and life before God.

We are as Christ. Be ye holy, for He

is holy. Thus is it doubly well—well

as to our state, and life, both being

righteous. To say we are righteous,

and not to walk in uprightness of

life, is to turn the grace of God into

sin, and to deny the Lord that bought

tlS.

II.--THE CONDITION OF THE RIGHTEous.

Surely “It is well” with all saints,

It is as well with them when they pass

14
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through tribulation, as when in the

heights of prosperity. “All things

work together for good to them that

love God.”

“It is well” with them as to their

Christian experience, for though they

have many a storm and sorrow, “My

God,” says Paul “shall supply all

your need according to his riches in

glory by Christ Jesus.” It is true

that they sometimes have their dark

moments but they are soon succeeded

by the dawn, when He who is the

Comforter brings to them the truth of

Jesus.

“It is well” with them in health, in

sickness and in times of sorrow.

“Well when the skies are clouded,

Well when the skies are clear.”

Whether seated with Him on his

15
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throne, or passing through tribulation

down here, “One like unto the Son of

Man” will be with them. He says

“I will never leave thee nor forsake

thee.” -

Beloved, what is your own thought

about it P Says some one I know it is

generally well with the righteous; but

what when everything goes wrong P I

have seen a saint lately, one born in

affluence, an educated lady, she came

tome at the end of the meeting and said,

“Sir, you have been speaking from

that text, “All things work together

for good to them that love God; it is

not often you have a case like mine.

I lived in affluence as a child, but by

one blow of what would be called

adversity, lost everything in the world.

I never was so happy in my life; I was

thrown on the Lord.” -

16
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She was like Lady Huntingdon's

widow, who was heard to say, “Lord I

thank Thee for all this,” and that

“all” was just a pitcher of water and

a crust of bread. If we could only

challenge the saints in poverty and

trial, and all those who are on their

death beds to-day, with etermity before

them, and the world slipping from

beneath their feet, what would they

say? Listen to the dying saints! their

voices fill the air around us:—

“We go to see Him on the throne,

We go to know those joys unknown.

Living or dying, in sickness or health,

in poverty or wealth, in rank or amid

the masses of the poor, “it is well”

with God's saints. They have a pre

sent blessedness. Even now are they

sons of God. They are joint-heirs

- - 17
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with his Son. “Say ye to the

righteous, that it shall be well with

* >

him.

III.--THE PUBLISHING OF T.

We must publish it—“Say ye to the

righteous.” Why say it to the right

eous P because a great number of God's

children do not know it. They are

sad, merely because unintelligent;

nay, many who say they are Christians

always seem unhappy. Self-will having

been crossed, or denied, they have not

found God's will to be blessed. Such

need to learn that even crosses in His

sovereign hand are blessings in dis

guise. Abraham might have liked to

have had the God of glory and his old

home and kindred; but he must live

to the one and be dead to the other; and

he became dead through the promise.
18
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We should become dead to human

entanglements, but alive to our

heavenly calling. We should live in

the hope of the glory with which we

are to be glorified with Christ. We

should be like Caleb, carrying the

promise, the country in our hearts.

God said He would give him the

mountain, and he believed it, and had

it. Give to the winds your fears

Happy such ; yea, happy while

they live; and when they die. May

God give you to take the message!

Take it poor troubled Christian, take

it to thy heart; “It is well.”

Said God, “Woe unto the wicked

it shall be ill with him.” When a man

is damned, what will it avail him that

in his childhood he had a tender,

susceptible nature, and was tenderly

impressed from the lips of a godly

19
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father or mother P oh! it will not be

well with him, notwithstanding the

early dawn of promise ! What will

it matter to a soul damned that it

wore a coronet, or swayed an empire,

or ruled the literature of the day ?

Ah! the bright things that shone on

the unsaved when on earth will not

calm one of hell’s dark billows; it will

all be “ill.”

O sinner ere it be too late, and the

harvest of thy impressions over; oh,

take thy place as a poor, guilty, hell

deserving sinner, and taking thy place,

receive “the righteousness of God” as

a gift. It is all the gift of God—the

gift of God to the sinner, to thee.

Receive it now, and thou shalt not

perish. “Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

Ah! there are just now great natures
20



WELT, WITH THE RIGHTEOluS.

mingling with eternity, minds that

once moved amongst us; they would

tell us that mitres, and coronets

are now as nought to Christ—that

Christ is all in all. Oh, if the world

were one throne, the stars of heaven

just the train of that throne, the angels

the retinue, and the wealth of the

universe its riches, what would it

profit a man if he gained it all ! (Oh!

ponder it I beseech you now.) “What

shall it profit a man if he gain the

whole world and lose his own soul ?”

the unhappy soul, the soul going to a

bourne whence it will never return

One of your ministers when dying

lately, said to his son, “Speak to me

not of my sermons . . . . . . .

speak to me of Christ, and of sins, and

of blood ;” and he added, “The poor

Ilondon fool, if, indeed, a fool, was

2}



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOL S.

right when he said—

“I’m a poor sinner, and nothing at all,

But Jesus Christ is my all in all.’”

Oh, look! believe! live! and the God

of peace shall overshadow you ; and

this day there shall be joy among the

angels in heaven over sinners repenting

and oh, then—

“On our Father's loverelying,

Jesus ev’ry need supplying,

Or in living or in dying,

All must be well !”

I have said that the believer has a

present blessedness; whether he lives

or whether he dies, it is well. To him

“to live is Christ. Dear believers, we

can all of us more or less say, “I have

my sorrows, but I have Christ; I have

my vicissitudes and what the world

would call my misfortunes, but I have

Christ; I have my sicknesses, I have

22



WELL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.

my sins, and I know that I am a poor

sinner and a poor servant, an unpro

fitable servant, but I have CHRIST.”

“Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink,

And Christ my all in all.”

Oh, have you never seen the poor

saint sparkling in his countenance with

joy, when it was said to him, “in the

midst of all your sorrow and poverty

you have Christ P” The happy re

sponse has been, “Yes, it is well,—

I have Christ.”

Let me be faithful to the unsaved

sinner. Let me charge you in the

presence of God and in the prospect of

that time when the spade and the

mattock, and the solemn voice min

gling therewith will be heard to say,

“ashes to ashes, and dust to dust;”

that you are a dying man, a dying

woman, a dying child, and that if you

23
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have not Christ, if you have not Him

as your salvation, you have nothing

worth conveying with you through

the shadowy land into eternity.

Oh, think of it, if you were on your

death bed to-day, and looked back over

the plain of life fast receding from you

as you step into eternity, how would

your condition appear P The pleasures

of this world, your wealth, your horses,

your carriages, your houses, your

lands, your counting houses, yes,

everything about you, can have no

conveyance with you to the eternal

state, “He that drinketh of this water

shall thirst again,” and if you have

these only and are without Christ, they

will be as so many memorials on which

you will look, when amid the regions

of despair, of your once having had a

life which you lost; of your having
24
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been a lover of the world more than

of God; an enemy to your own life, a

destroyer of your own soul.

I cannot speak to the inmost heart;

I would if I could. Blessed be his

name, God can. But I can do this:

I can lift Him up to your view once

more. I can say that if you have

even hated the Lord as did Saul the

persecutor, there is the same Lord

Jesus, He saves from sin. If you are

as great a sinner as a Magdalene or a

Manasseh, He is a greater Saviour,

and “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son

cleanseth from all sin.” And oh, look

at it, if you believe in Him this

morning, if you take Him now as One

who died on the cross for you, if you

will only believe, his word declares

you shall be saved.

Mark that word saved. God says,

25
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“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,

and thou shalt be saved. God bless

you with a knowledge of this How

suddenly may the work of grace in con

version be accomplished. Last Lord's

day night I read a letter from a person

saying that God had awakened him the

Sunday evening before, to a sense of

his sin. He was weighed in the ba

lance and found wanting, (the subject

of that night's sermon.) From that

hour till the following Friday, he says

he could scarcely stand under the bur

den of his sins; his physical frame

gave way under the anguish of his

soul. But on last Sunday night, O,

the joy of that soul! There he was

happy! What made him happy?

The truth of Isaiah liii. made him

happy. He saw that the load of sin

under which he staggered was borne

26
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on the cross; “The Lord laid on Him

the iniquities of us all.” He saw that

if laid on Him, its guilt, its sentence,

its doom, then were they overpast to

the sinner who sees it.

Is there any one here saying, “Ah!

me. It is not well with me ! It is not

well with me, now I live; and oh, it

will be a dreadful thing when I die,

for I know I am not saved. I know I

have not Christ, It will be the dark

est hour of my existence when I die,

for I have not Christ, I have not salva

tion; what shall I do to be saved P

Beloved one, what can I say to you

but this, it is well to feel your sins;

it is well to know your danger; it is

well to cry out before God “what shall

I do to be saved?” Yea, well to dread

death if you have no Saviour. But

what if when you die you can go into

27
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God's presence without your sins f

Then it would be well. Were you now

in God's presence, as you are, God .

would have to do one of two things.

He must either put you out of his

sight, or He must put your sins out of

his sight. But the gospel is that

“Christ died for our sins,” and in

dying for them, he put them out of his

sight. Is it nothing to you that the

Son of God should die for the ungodly;

should die for such as you? Blessed

news! Glorious truth! God is giving

great power to this truth throughout

our land just now. God is striking

the root of it deeper and deeper in the

souls of men. And he will give power

to it wherever there is a sinner bend

ing under the weight of his sins. It

is the power of God to salvation to

know that Christ came and took the

28
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place of the guilty; and that knowing

it, seeing it, the guilty have life. And

now I charge it on you that when you

die, when your last breath comes, and

come it must, if the Lord tarries, even

that last one which divides time from

eternity, I am guiltless of your doom

See this uplifted hand of mine ! It is

an open hand; there is not one drop

of your blood upon it! I am clear of

your blood l I tell you sinner you are

a dying man. Mitred heads, crowned

monarchs, robed conquerors, queenly

brows, lie low in corruption around:

the queen herself must bend to this

common law. There is not a prince, or

peer, or peasant, who, unless the Lord

come, but will have to die. You are

a dying man. Are you ready ? Are

you saved P. If you are, in the words

of Milman:

29
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“It matters little, ah! at what hour of day

The righteous falls asleep;

Death cannot come to him untimely who

Is fit to die :

The less of this cold earth, the more of heaven,

The briefer life, the earlier immortality!”

This is to the righteous. But how

dreadful will be that word to the

wicked, “depart.” Ah! then sinners

will have to depart from days like

these, from seasons of gospel light and

life like these, from their Bibles, and

their blessings, from the harvest of

their opportunities, and the summer of

their privileges. The unsaved son will

then depart from the saved father; the -

unsaved wife from the saved husband;

the unsaved brother from the saved

sister. It will be all depart: depart

from God, from heaven, and O, dreadful

thought! how the agony of the lost will

be intensified by the thought that they
30
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must “depart" together. Sinners of

the same kind will be bound up in

misery together. They will be bound

in bundles to be burnt. There will be

bundles of drunkards, bundles of liars,

bundles of false professors, bundles of

hypocrites, bundles of adulterers,

bundles of fornicators, bundles of pro

crastinators. They shall “depart ’’ to

gether. There will be a hell in hell for

liars with liars,for swearers with swear

ers, for hypocrites with hypocrites.

Imagine an eternity of these together;

together in misery; together with no

God, no peace, no life. I knew the

case of a poor lad who could never

endure the sight of strong drink; and

why? it had made a hell, he said of

his once happy home through the habits

ofa drunken father. In hell the wicked

will never lose sight of, and never more

31
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enjoy the means of their misery.

Blessed are they whose sin is covered.

Because of sin the sinner must suffer

death. Christ has died, died for us.

This is the gospel. It is this which is

the comfort of every mourner who

mourns on account of sin.

Beloved friends, this solemn moment

will now separate us. I can only do

one thing more, I can ask God by his

own Spirit to awaken the dead, to give

life to his own good news in the soul,

to give a sense of Christ, to give salva

tion. May the Lord bless you ! May

God bless you! On leaving this you

who are believers can meditate the

sweet hymn—

We're going home to die no more.

8 NO 67
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