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GENESIS

[1:1t0 7]

CHAPTER ONE

1 ¢In the beginning »God ccreated the dheaven
and the earth.

2 And the earth was ¢without form and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the 7deep.
And the Spirit of God Ymoved upon the face of
the waters.

3 And God said, "Let there be light: and there
was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from the dark-
ness. 5 And God called the light iDay, and the
darkness he called Night. And the evening and
the morning were the first jday.

6 “And God said, Let there be a firmament in
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters. 7 And God !made the
firmament, and divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so. 8 And God

a This first verse is not a mere heading, nor a
summary of creation-history, but the statement
of God’s first act by which the universe was
caused to be.

It assumes the eternal existence of God, He
being before all. It implies omnipotence, om-
niscience, and absolute freedom.

It denies atheism; polytheism; materialism,
declaring matter created; pantheism, declaring
God preexistent to and apart from all things;
and fatalism, declaring God sovereign and free.

“In the beginning’’ is used absolutely, and
asserts the first of all things, and that they had
a beginning by creative act of God, not by emana-
tion from an absolute substance. Cf. John 1; 1-33
Col. 1: 16, 17; Heb. 1: 2; 11: 3; Rev. 4:11; i4:7.

b Llohim, 1)luml of Tloah (mngular. present-
ing God as the one supreme Object of wor-
ship), not simply the plural of quality or excel-
lence, but of person, see Gen. 1:26; 3:22; yet
there is unity of action, for the verh “‘created’’

is 5mrrular and a]so unity in character of
Being, for lmage in v. 26 is also singular,
while the verb ‘“‘make’” is plural. Cf. ch. 14:18,
For Eloah, see Deut. 32:15.

¢ Used only three times in this chapter, vs.
1,21, 27; it means ‘‘give being to something
new.” Iilsewhere we read of God making (see
V.

. 7).
d lheavens, and so throughout.

¢ waste and empty; ‘‘was,”” had become, inti-
mating an undefined lapse of time between _vs.
1 and 2. This expression occurs only in Isa.
34:11; Jer. 4: 23; these examples tend to show
that this result was due to an overthrow.

f Not simply roaring, raging waters, but the
chaotic mass including the earth.

q was brooding—the verbal form
work in course of accomplishment,
32:11, fluttereth; Jer. 23: 9, shake.

h This statement allows for the preexistence
of light, it being now brought to penetrate into
the locality spoken of.

i The naming thus points forward to the in-
telligent creature for whom this division and re-
curring movement will determine the order of
life on the earth. Cf. vs. 14-18. It introduces
us to the earth’s daily revolution, hence the re-
peated expression: ‘“There was evening and there
was morning.”” The days are 24-hour days, not
periods or ages. Cf. Ex. 20: 8-11.

J The Hebrew mode of reckoning—the evening
starts the day, and the first half runs its course
through the night; the next half commences with
the morning and runs to the evening.

denotes a
see Deut.

ANNOTATIONS
Chapters 1 and 2. CREATION—perfection, in-
nocence, ‘‘the first man Adam’ (1 Cor. 15: 45,
47). Spiritually, the type of new creation, and
the headship of the Second Man and Last Adam,
Christ, of whom the first man was a figure (Rom.
5:14; 1 Cor. 15: 45, 47). The work of the dayvs
illustrate the divine processes which belong to the
workmanship of the new creation (Eph. 2:10).

Chapters 1:1 to 2: 3. GOD’S WORK; EVIL
OVERCOME, REST ESTABLISHED.

v. 1. Original Creation—perfect as are all God’s
works (Deut. 32: 4).

v. 2. Ruin—the state into which the earth-sys-
tem had fallen (Isa. 45:18, R.V.), not its created
condition, but the result of some cataclysm, prob-
ably the result of divine judgment, as scriptures
which define God’s ways would illustrate: e.g.,
Is. 24:3-6; Jer. 4:28; Ps. 46:8; Hos. 4:3. This
verse and the following days’ work set forth,
spiritually and typically, first, man created per-
fect, then ruined through the fall, and in type
God’s salvation-work effecting new creation.
Note the Spirit’s place in both creation and new
creation.

Chaps. 1: 3 to 2: 3. REVIVAL, TRANSFOR-
MATION, resulting in final rest and perfection.
Note the seven parts, the number which speaks
of completeness and perfection in Scripture. Here
we may trace the steps of progress by which a
ruined creature is brought into likeness to Christ.

vs. 3-5. Light. This is the great agent of
chemical change. Spiritually, it suggests the work
of the Spirit through God’s Word. This being re-
ceived by faith results in being ‘‘born of the
Spirit,”” “born of the Word’’ (John 3: 3, 5, 6, 8;
James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23). Thus the believer is
brought into the light, and begins to walk ac-
cording to the light, distinguishing between what
is of God who is light and the darkness in which
man naturally is found, alienated from God and
under the authority of darkness, Satan’s power.
Cf. Acts 26:18; Eph. 2:1-10; Col. 1: 12, 13, 21.

vs. 6-8. The Expanse. In this those natural
laws operate which are essential to every living
thing. Spiritually, it suggests the truth of liv-
ing “by the Spirit.”” If the first day teaches the
lesson of conviction and repentance through the
action of God’s Word in conjunction with the
Spirit, so that spiritually new birth results, for
this day we may take Gal. 5: 16-25 as giving the
spiritual meaning.  The physical characteristics
of this day seem to beautifully typify the work
and ministry of the Spirit of God in relation to
new-creation life. It is the sphere or realm of
blessing, into relation with which the believer is
brought as possessing new life, for the sustaining
of which the Spirit’s work and ministry are ab-
solutely essential, even as this day’s work is in
the physical aspect for natural life. It is the
first step in the government over evil, a re-
stricting by divine control within certain limits

and for definite purposes. That which is above,
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called the firmanent " Heaven.
ing and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said,
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and
let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10 And
God called the dry land Earth; and the gather-
ing together of the waters called he Seas: and
God saw that it was good. 11 And God said,
Let the earth bring forth ngrass, the nrtherb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit
vafter his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon
the earth: and it was so. 12 And the earth
brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed
was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that
it was good. 13 And the evening and the morn-
ing were the third day.

14 And God said, Let there be rlights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for
easons. and for days, and years: 15 and let
them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven
to give light upon the earth: and it was so.
16 And God made two dgreat lights; the greater
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to
rule the night: he made the stars also. 17 And
God set them in the firmament of the heaven
to give light upon the earth, 18 and to rule
over the day and over the night, and to divide
the light from the darkness: and God saw that
it was good. 19 And the evening and the morn-
ing were the fourth day.

* expanse, and so throughout—that interval of
space between the earth on one side, and the
clouds and lheavenly bodies on_ the other, effect-
ing the separation here stated, and bringing in
that adjustment of the atmosphere with its vari-
ous operations so necessary to the plant, animal,
and human orders of life soon to be introduced.
. U A different word from ‘‘created,” and mean-
ing to fashion in fresh forms of order and bheauty
the matter already existing. Ci. vs. 16, 25, 26,
31;2:2,3,4,18; 3: 1.

m Qleavens—Ci. note i. In thus naming the
expanse, there was in view the expansion
of meaning that would afterward be given to
this term, reaching from the open space above
the earth to the heaven of heavens, the third of
2 Cor. 12:2. So the man_ is ever directed
upward to what is above him in relation to
God; as also the lower parts of the earth, sheol,
pit, abyss, descent downward into darkness in
contrast to light from_ the heavens, is the ex-
pression of what is in separation from God,
conttrary to Him who is light, and under judg-
ment.

n Three great divisions, simple and natural,
within which may be arranged the various orders
or species of plant life.

mn Tleh. 6:7.

o.Like produces like, species are fixed, it
denies the theory that one develops from another.
It is_a_complete refutation of Evolution: ‘‘after
its kind”’ insures continuity; ‘““whose seed,”’ etc.,
declares perpetuity. See vs. 21, 24, 25

» Lit., Light-hearers, or luminaries.

¢ Throughout the statements are made as
relative to the earth, and its needs, hence the
stars are mentioned incidentally, for they are
comparatively insignificant from this point of
view. This in no way contradicts what astronomy
unfolds as to the vastness of the heavens and
the heavenly hodies. All 1s stated here from
the viewpoint of the earth and man who is to
inhabit it. The signs, seasons, and measure-
ments of time all bear relation to him. The
instrument of observation according to which
things are here recorded is the eye of God’s
creating, not man’s telescope.

Ang the even- |

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Let the waters under the!

| as set apart or sanctified, is to minister to the

earth and make it fruitful, while what separates
is the atmosphere which is so , perfectly
adapted to sustain life; any change i it would
mean destruction. OQut of the vefy condition
which remains over from the ruined state of
ver. 2 is brought that which 4ds purified and
used by the Spirit ministers blessing.

vs. 9-13. The Earth and its Fruit. The
lesson suggested by this day is that of the
‘“‘newness of life’”” as being made free from sin
(Rom. 6:4, 18), and no longer under bondage
to evil (as the earth under the waters). It
is a lesson in resurrection-truth, the learning of
which brings in the *fruit of the Spirit,”” as
suggested in the earth bearing fruit, to produce
which it is d dent upon the infl of the
expanse.

The earth is brought up from under its watery
mantle. As under it, the condition suggests
man under bondage to evil and the subject of
jud: On the d day we see the great
step of bringing in that agency which controlled
the evil condition, and supplied power for and
ministry to the new life. Now on this third
day we have the lesson of our position as
brought up from under the bondage to evil into
the atmosphere of power, which rules in the
place of liberty thus possessed. As we appre-
hend ‘‘the power of His resurrection’”’ we enter
into our holy liberty in Christ Jesus, and this
gives power over evil (Rom. 6:4, 18; 7:4;
ch. 8; Col. 2:13 to 3:1).

Spiritual progress and development is sug-
gested in the variety of fruit mentioned. We
pass from the thought of the first shooting out
of new life to the full thought of spiritual
growth in the tree with its fruit and seed (Col.
2:7; Isa. 61:3; Jer. 17:7, 8; Ps. 1; 92: 12-14).

vs. 14-19. The Light-Bearers. On this day
God made (i. e., arranged or brought into re-
lation to the earth) two great lights, also the
stars. They are brought in for plainly stated
purposes, and with evident relation to things in
connection with the earth.

The sun is a figure of Christ (Mal. 4: 2; Luke
1: 78; Matt. 17: 2; Rev. 1:16; 10:1). It rules
the day, and if we are Christ’s, we are of the
day (1 Thess. 5:5), and thus under the direct
rule of Christ (Col. 1:13). The moon giving
forth its borrowed light may well be a type of
God’'s people who are to give forth ‘‘the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ”’ (2 Cor. 4:6), and par-
ticularly, in view of the dispensational lesson
of the day, of the Church. The stars evidently
occupy a subordinate place, and may here sug-
gest angelic ministry. Of them, as objects of
interest in themselves, no account is given.
They are often mentioned in clusters (Job 9:9;
38: 31, 32; Isa. 13:10). The reference in Job
38:7 would seem to be to angelic beings, and
also Isa. 14:12-14. Heb. 1:14 tells us the
relation between angels and God's people. But
see also Rev. 1: 16, 20; 8: 12; 12: 4; as suggest-
ing other thoughts, Heb. 11:12; Gen. 15:5;
22:17; Ex. 32: 13; Dan. 12: 3 with Matt. 22: 30.
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GENESIS

[1:20 to 26]

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth |
abundantly the moving rcreature that hath life, |
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the
open firmament of heaven. And God created
great swhales, and every lxving creature that
tmoveth, which the waters brought forth abun-
dantly, after their kind, and every uwinged fowl !
after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas,
and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the
evening and the morning were the fifth day.

4 And God said, Let the earth bring forth
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and |
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his
kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast
of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their
kind, and everything that creepeth upon the |
vearth after his kind: and God saw that it was
good. 26 And God said, Let wus #make ¥man in
our ?image, after our likeness: and let them\

r Lrearure 15 nephexh (Heb )y —* cxeature in
vs, 21, 24; ie,”” v, 30; “‘soul,”” 2:7
(and generally so rendered)—denved from a
root signifying to breathe, its concrete meaning
is that which breathes, and this requires a body,
without which there could be no breathing; since
breath denotes life, the word comes to_denote
iife, and so a living body, an animal; with this
is connected feeling, appetite, thouglm and
these qualities are associated with the use of
this word nephesh; so it becomes the self, the
person, as used of man as well as the animal.
For a full discussion of this and kindred terms
consult, ‘Man and the Future State,”” by F. W.
Grant (Loizeaux Bros.).

$ sea monsters—the word is u=ed of :erpems
Ex. : 95 Deut. 3; Ds. er.
51: 34 and oi the crocodile, Ezek. 29 ! 33: 2.
The word is also applied to great rivers, cf Isa.
19:5; Jer. :36; Ezek. 32:2-—it seems prob-
able !Imt any large monsters of the seas or rivers
are included.

t The smaller and multitudinous forms of
creepers.

u The form of expression makes the wing
characteristic of the class, and includes more
than what we call birds.

v ground.

w This form of expression, not previously
used, intimates a work of higher nature, and that
the new being is to he in a special association
with the Godhead, for the plural forms used in
this connection indicate tlle Tnmty actmg in
unity (“Elohim > “‘Us,”” ‘“‘make,”” “‘our’’—all
plural). This plainly indicates man’s supenorxty
to the other orders of creature life already in-
troduced.

z Note use of the two words, ‘‘make’” here
and “‘created” in v. 27 (see notes ¢ and .
‘““Make’”” implies the use and adjustment to
<peClal purpose of existing things, Cf. ch. 2:7;
‘create’”’ means something new and distinct
brought into bemg This was true of the animal
creation (v. 27), and of man, but in a higher
?gnSﬁ as indicated by counsel taken and action

¥ A collective noun—‘‘men,” or ‘‘mankind’—
having no plural number, it denotes an individual
of the kind, or the kind, the race itself. ]‘tymo-
logically, it is connected with the word meamng

the red soil (ch. 2:7), and so marks man’s
earthly aspect. Cf. 1 Cor. 15: 47-50.
z “‘Image llkeness Image denotes

t:mxlanty in outward form, while material may
be different, It speaks of what is relative, it
indicates what he is representatively of and
for God in this creation. It is relative to that
which is without, amid which and to which the

image is presented. Christ is this in the fullest

ANNOTATIONS—continued

vs. 20-23. The waters bring forth. This day
divides into two parts: first, the creatures of the
waters; second, the birds of heaven. On the
sixth day we get the creatures of the earth.
Thus we have God introducing life in the waters,
in the expanse, and on the earth.

We may gather from this order of creature-life
a spiritual lesson as to the development of
practical aspects of the new-creation life. The
lesson is evidently practical, for in all these

| three orders we are taught elsewhere to dis-

tinguish between clean and unclean (Lev. 11).

If these waters typify what still remains of
our former evil condition, the life produced
in them may suggest from the spiritual point
of view those affections, desires, and feelings
indeed, the soul is the seat, even
naturally speaking) produced through the prac-
tical experience of tribulation, and exercise re-
sulting from the remaining condition of evil,
unrest and judgment, even a groaning creation
with which we still find ourselves linked through
being in a body of sin and death. Thus we
learn to our joy and blessing how our gracious
God makes all things work together for good
(Rom. 8:28). Along these lines the first prac-
tical activities of new life in us are caused to
develop, and we learn how to distinguish be-
tween the clean and the unclean (cf. Rom.
5:3-5; 6:11-13; 12:1,2; 2 Cor. 6:14—7:1;1
Thess. 5: 22; Phil. 1:9-11).

Much the same lesson may be gathered from
the fowls of heaven, but the relation is different.
If the expanse where these fowls display them-
selves suggests the realm of the Spirit’s power
and ministry, nevertheless what is evil in-
trudes itself there—the raven flies in the ex-
panse as well as the dove (Cf. ch. 8), the
birds of prey as well as those of beautiful
plumage and sweet song. Our activity in the
things of the Spirit of God may be in a fleshly
or a spiritual way, therefore we must learn to
distinguish and exercise judgment in this sphere
as well as in relation to the present condition
of evil which surrounds us. Another suggestion
comes from our Lord's teaching in Mark 4: 4,
15. He uses the fowls of the air as a figure
of Satanic influences, and this may lead us to
think of Eph. 6: 11, 12.

Dispensationally, we think of these waters,
called seas (ver. 10), suggesting trouble, tur-
moil, unrest, as seen in the nations (Cf. Isa.
57:20; Dan. 7:2, 3; Rev. 13:1; Luke 21: 25-
28), reaching its climax in Daniel’s 70th week
and the great tribulation of that period (Cf.
Dan. 9; Matt. 24; Rev. 12 and 13; 2 Thess. 2).
Yet, as may be said, it is a time when these
waters will bring forth abundantly (Rev. 7).
The close relation between the waters and air
on this fifth day cannot fail to suggest the
close relation of heavenly forces to those con-
ditions just mentioned (Cf. Rev. 12; Dan. 12: 1;
2 Thess. 2:8-12).

vs. 24-31. The Living Creatures of the Earth
and Man. The earth is now made to teem with
life, to which the fruit of the earth is given
as food. Government is established over all in
man as God’s representative. Spiritually, it is

9
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have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God
created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; ¢male and female created
he them.¢« 28 And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth. 29 And God
said, Behold, I have given you every herb bear-
ing seed, which is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and
to every fowl of the air, and to every thing
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is
life, I have given every green herb for meat:
and it was so. 31 And God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morning were
the sixth day.

CHAPTER TWO

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them. 2 And on
the seventh day God bended his work which he
had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. 3 And
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God ccreated and made.

4 These are the generations of the heavens
and of the earth when they were created, in the
day that the dLord God made the earth and the
heavens, 5 and every plant of the field before
it was in the earth, and every herb of the field
before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused
it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a
man to till the ground. 6 But there went up a
'mist from the earth, and watered the whole
face of the ground. 7 And the Lord God ¢formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the ’breath of life; and man
became a living soul.ff

way for
Col. 1:

Ileavenly and earthly creations. Cf.

om. 5: 14. Likeness speaks of what
man is in himself, that is as constituted of
God, he is a spirit-endowed creature, having
thus likeness to God who is spirit. It relates
to that which is within, to some element of
constitution, to resemblance in qualities. This
term could not be used of Christ, since He is in
Himself truly God.

From this chapter we learn that God is a
Spirit, that He thinks, wills, speaks, acts; in
these we find the eléments of image and like-
ness which pertain to man.

These statements refute both Pantheism and
Materialism, which from opposite poles deny
proper creation and therefore creature responsi-
bility, leaving no room for redemption.

a ‘“Adam was first formed’” (1 Tim. 2:13),
‘“then Eve,”” ch. 2: 22, yet she being otentxally
in Adam both are here referred to, f) this_lie
the thoughts of headship, relationship, subjection,
community of life and interest, in all of which
what is both image and likeness are to find
expression in man as for God toward creation.
This alone comes to its perfect and glorious
manifestation in Christ and the Church.

aa Matt. 19: 4; Mk. 10: 6.

b finished. Cf. Heb. 4: 4.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

still the thought of our practical activities but
now as in relation to the resurrection-position
and relationship which are ours as raised up with
Christ (the earth above the waters; see third
day). The rule for the believer is new creation
in Christ Jesus (Gal. 6: 15, 16). With this there
is the truth of headship, that of Christ, typically
seen in Adam and the place God gave him. To
Christ our Head we are to grow up in all things
(Eph. 4: 15). Ultimately we are to be conformed
to His image; the new race is to be like its
glorious Head, and share in the full blessing es-
tablished under His hand. Cf. Eph. 1; Col. 1;
1 Cor. 15; Heb. 1 and 2.

Ch. 2:1-3. The Rest of God. The sixth
day completes God’s work. It closes with the
Head of all set in the place of Lordship over the
new scene of blessing. We see in this a type
of our blessed Lord to whom, as God’s Man, all
has been subjected, and who will bring all into
subjection to Himself. To this God’s rest is
the sequence. The eternal rest results from the
work of the ‘“‘Second Man,’”” and so He is called
““The Father of Eternity’’ (Isa. 9:6). Of that
final rest this first sabbath is the type. Notice
that from this day is omitted the formula con-
stantly repeated on the previous days: ‘‘Evening
was and morning was.”” Is it not as though
God would have us understand that in His
thought this day should have no end? Note
that on this day God is not occupied with work,
or the work done, but with the day. He
blesses it, and sanctifies it.

Chapter 2: 4 to 25. MAN’S PLACE AND
BLESSING as given by God in relationship with
Himself and creation. Universal blessing under
the headship and service of man is in view, Spirit-
ually, it is the type of new creation blessings
amid which Christ and His Church fill the chief
place in rule and service. Cf. Eph. 1:9-11, 22,
23; 5: 23-32.

vs. 4-7. God’s Creative Work Summarized as
showing its entire dependence upon Him, and in
relation to which man is brought as filling the
supreme relationship to the Creator by reason of
the all-important action here recorded—*‘God
breathed,” etc.

¢ Lit., ‘‘created to make”’—the meaning is
that God first created the material universe,
and then made or fashioned the existing matter
into the new forms and organisms as here
described, also bringing entirely new orders of
life—the living soul, and man.

d Jehovah, and so wherever LORD is in
capitals. This is its first occurrence. It signi-
fies He who always was, is, and ever to come,
as in Rev. 1:4. See Deut. 6: 4.

¢ Man is God’s direct workmanship—the word
means_‘‘to mould into a form” (see also v. 19).
Though his bodily substance is of the same
earthly elements as the beasts, he is dis-
tinguished above them by the act of God breathing
life into him.

7 Note assocxatlon of this word with God:
Job 4: 9; 32: 8; 33: 4; 34: 14; 37: 10; Ps.
18: 15; Isa. 30: 33 All animals have body and
soul,” 'but life thus breathed is said of man
alone,

11 1 Cor. 15: 45, 47.
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GENESIS

[2:8to 25]

8 And the Lord God planted a garden east-
ward in Eden; and there he put the man whom
he had formed. 9 And out of the ground made the
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the slght and good for food; the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden,s and the
tree of knowledge of good and evil.s¢
10 And a river went out of Eden to water the
garden; and from thence it was parted, and
bhecame into four heads. 11 The name of the
first is *Pison: that is it which compasseth the
whole land of iHavilah, where there is gold;
12 and the gold of that land is good: there is
Jbdellium and the *onyx stone. 13 And the
name of the second river is !Gihon: the same is it
that compasseth the whole land of ™Ethiopia.
14 And the name of the third river is nHiddekel:
that is it which goeth toward the east of
oAssyria. And the fourth river is PEuphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the |
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: 17 but of the tree of the |
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat !
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof |
athou shalt surely die. |

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good |
that the man should be alone; I will make him !
a help meet for him. 19 And out of the
ground the Lord God formed every beast of the
field, and every fowl of the air; and brought
them unto Adam to see what he would call
them: and whatsoever Adam called every living
creature, that was the name thereof. 20 And
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl
of the air, and to every beast of the field; but
for Adam there was not found a help meet for
him. 21 And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and he
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof. 22 And the rib, which the
Lord God had taken from man, ™made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And
Adam said, sThis is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of man. 24 Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.ss 25 And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

9 Rev. 2:7.

o9 Delight.

h Increase.

i Anguish (as travail-pain).

J See Num. 11: 7, note,—the term itself means
divided into pieces, broken up, separated.

% Perhaps the beryl — word means “setting
them equal,”” ‘‘justifying them.”’

! The bringer forth.

m Black.

n Sharp, perhaps, thorn of God Jackson

gwes ““riddle of the (date) palm; riddle of light-
ness.

o A step.

» Fruitfulness.

¢ Lit., “‘dying, thou shalt die.”
T Built.

& Cf. Eph. 5:25-32.

ss  Matt. 19:5; Mic. 10: 7, 8; 1 Cor 6:16;
Eph. 5:31.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Chap. 2: 8 to 17.—MAN’S SPECIAL ESTATE
and place as given him by God.

vs. 8, 9. The location and planting of the
garden.

vs. 10-14. The river and its parts.

vs. 15-17. The man’s place, service, and priv-
ilege.

These three parts may suggest the Father’s
provision, the Spirit’s ministry, and the Son’s
place as Man, to whom all is given. There is
provision in fullest variety to satisfy every fac-
ulty and desire; the means of perpetual refresh-
ment, the river; the means of sustaining life,
the tree, type of Christ (Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14,

[ 19); and the prohibition, sign of the moral basis

underlying all, obedience to One who can freely
give and rightly withhold. That prohibition
gave man his first moral lesson. We can hardly
suppose God spoke about ‘‘rood and evil,”” and
did not give Adam some insight into the differ-
ence between them, while at the same time evil
was not there for him to resist, he could only
know it as the negative of good. Nor would
God tell him of death did He not also tell him
what it meant to die—separation from the good
all around him. The study of the river-names
and the other particulars given (vs. 10-14) will
yield lessons as to the cross and its results,
the suffering by which blessing and glory are
assured.

Chap. 2: 18 to 25.—THE FULNESS OF THE
man’s place in headship and fellowship.

v. 18. God's interest in man manifested in
counsel as to his consort.

vs. 19, 20. Man’s relative place in the whole
creation. He is head over all, suggesting the
universal dominion of Christ (Ps. 8 with Heb.
2). Man is not of the beasts but above them
all, so that the companion who is to share his
every interest is not found among them.

In vs. 19, 20 we may find a picture of all
creation, the Church excepted, being ranged un-
der the headship of Christ. Note the three
classes—the cattle, the fowl of heaven, and the
beast of the field—Israel, of whom in the
prophets the domestic animal is the type (e. g.,
Isa. 1:3; Hos. 4:16; Ps. 74:1; 78:52); then
heavenly powers, of which the birds of the air
are typical (1:20); and finally, the Gentile na-
tions of whom the beasts of the field are typical
(e. g., Dan. 8: 4, 5; 7: 3). Then also the three-
fold constitution of man is intimated (1 Thess.
5: 23), the dust of the body linking him with the
earth, the spirit from God giving him spiritual
place and relation, the soul linking him with
the animal creation.

vs. 21-25. The bride herself. Eve is a type of
the Church; Adam’s deep sleep, of the death of
Christ who gave Himself for the Church; as
Eve was a subject of divine counsel, so also
the Church; all this is familiar New Testament
truth.

1



[3:1to 16]

GENESIS

CHAPTER THREE

1 Now the !serpent was more Usubtile than
any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made. And he said unto the woman, tYea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the garden: 3 but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, wneither shall ye
touch it, zlest ye die. 4 And the serpent said
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 for God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And
when the woman saw that the tree was good
for Yfood, and that it was pleasant to the zeyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one ¢wise, she
btook of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her; and che did
eat. 7 dAnd the eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves
aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day:
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of
the garden. 9 And the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because 1 was naked; and
I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee
that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the
Lord God said unto the woman, What is this
that thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent cbeguiled me, and I did eat. 14 And the
Lord God said unto the serpent, ¢Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle,
and above every beast of the field; upon thy
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all
the days of thy life: 15 and I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between fthy
seed and sher seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16 Unto the
woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy
hsorrow and thy conception: in %sorrow thou

t Ci. Rev. 12:9, 14 15; 20:10; 1 Tim. 3:6,
7; John 8:44; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9.
u Crafty.

v Note the serpent approaches with a ques-
tion which hints at something strange or lacking
in goodness on God’s part. It is an indirect
thrust at Him. This is followed by open denial
of God’s word (v. 4); then with a false hope—
the having of more than God had allowed. a
;fettig)g of what He had knowingly withheld
V. .

w Addition to God’s word.
World - principles: 1
-17;  5:19.

% Subtraction.

¥ Lust of the flesh Tohn  2: 1517
Ci. Eph. 2:1-3; Rom.
12: 2.

2 Lust of the eyes
@ Pride of life

b Robbery.

c Cf. 1 Tim. 2:14; 2 Cor. 11: 3.

d Sin results in shame, fear, separation, ac-
cusation against God, attempted evasion of re-
sponsibility (vs. 7-12).
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ANNOTATIONS—continued

Chapters 3 to 50.—THE FALL, CONSEQUENT
WORLD-DEVELOPMENT, AND THE COM-
MENCEMENT OF GOD’S WORK FOR THE
ACCOMPLISHMENT OF SALVATION AND
RECONCILIATION. Throughout, testimony is
given to many contrasts which exist between God
and His people, and the world at large; this af-
fords a disclosure of His mind, plan, and the ul-
timate consummation He has in view. Along with
this much instruction is given as to the charac-
ter, place, and relations of God’s people. Typical
lessons abound, for from all the history God
has been pleased to give He intends us to learn
moral and spiritual lessons.

Chaps. 3:1 to 11: 26.—MAN’S WORK AND
WORLD; rebellion, evil prevailing, judgment
executed as asserting the rights and sovereignty
of God.

Ch. 3. — THE TEST and Fall. The perfect
state for any creature of moral and spiritual
capacities, such as man, is obedience. This was
true of him in innocence, and as so endowed he
was subject to test as none of the creatures be-
low him could be. The one prohibition given to
man is an evidence of his higher station in the
creation, and indicated that in which he would
find his highest blessing—obedience, the recog-
nition of God's sovereignty.

e The sentence applies literally to the ser-
pent. But we know that an evil spirit (Satan)
u=ed it, and accordingly las derived his name
irom it (v. 1, note), as being the animal type
most analagous to his own spiritual nature; so
all here has 1ts higher application to this evil
spirit, the real tempter. Note then these fea-
tures:

Under greatest curse.

Reduced to utter degradation.

Doomed to disappointment in all aims (eat-
ing dust).

Conflict issuing in complete defeat.

The book of Revelation shows the fulfilment.

7 Not literal, but moral offspring—those in
whom his characteristics are manifested, and
who share his doom. This may include those
spiritual beings who have followed his leader-

ship. Cif. Matt. 13:4, 19, 32, 38, 39; John
8:44; 1 John 3:10, 12; Eph. 6:11, 12; Rev.
12:7, 8; Matt. 25: 41; Rev. 20: 10, 15.

9 Generally, those born from above, ch. 4
brings the two seeds into view; but we pass to
the particular. the seed is individualized, as also
the evil one—‘‘It . . . thy head . . . his heel.”
Tinal and complete victory (head bruised) through
suffering in humiliation (heel bruised) . Ci. Phil.
2:6-11; Heb. 2:5-18; 1 John 3: 8; Eph. 1:19-23;
; Rom, 8:34-39 with 16:20 and 1 Cor.
This first promise and prophecy is so
worded that its perfect fulfilment can only be in
CHRIST.

% From a root ‘“‘to cut,”” or ‘‘hew,”’ hence ‘‘to
form”” or ‘‘fashion,”” passing into the meaning
of pain, distress, affliction. In the Hebrew
different words, but related to the same root;
the second word primarily refers to a thing
fashioned, and particularly an earthen vessel.
How suggestive of the pains, anxieties, griefs,
trials of motherhood!



GENESIS

[3: 17 to 24]

i
shalt bring forth children; and thy idesire shall |
be to thy husband, and jhe shall rule over thee. |
17 And unto Adam he said, *Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat
of it all the days of thy life; 18 thorns kkalso
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and
thou shalt eat the herb of the field: 19 in
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: Ifor dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return.

20 And Adam called his wife’s name mEve; be-
cause she was the mother of all living. 21 Unto
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God
"make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is
become as one of us, to know good and evil;
and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for
ever: 23 ¢therefore the Lord God sent him
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the
ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he
drove out the man: and he placed at the east
of the garden of Eden Pcherubim, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the way
of the tree of life.

i She led in transgression, and is now to
know subjection in a state of inferiority.

J The clause serves, as the narallel structure
shows, to fix the meaning of the first. Cf.
1 Cor. 14: 34,

*¥ Note these features:

Subjection to another, and that a creature, in
disobedience to God’s known word. Then:

Subjection of the creation to vanity, Rom. 8:
2 5 he ground cursed, but maun is of it,
and this identifies him as fallen with the curse;
life-long sorrow; life-long struggle; final di

dis-

solution. These features show the working of
death and its accomplishment — ‘‘dying thou
shall die” (2:17).

kk Heb. 6: 8.

! Man’s body formed from the ground—

“‘earthy,”” 1 Cor. 15: 47-49; but for this return
the spirit must be taken away, James 2: 26.
There is continuity of existence, not extinction
through death. Cf. Luke 16:19-31; Matt. 22:
23-33; 1 Thess. 5: 23, with this passage, a sum-
mary of teaching as to man’s being and destiny.
faith

m Life-giver. The expression of in

God’s word—faith cometh by hearing.

. " Through what God does, not man, provision
is made. What is of another is given to meet
the need, so sin is covered and shame taken
away. Here is substitution, which propitiates,
and makes possible justification.

¢ Having acquired this knowledge in the way
he did, with its results, man must he kept
from the perpetuation of his existence in such
conditions. But in this we have God affirmin
His absolute right of disposition as to His
creature, in this His sovereignty is asserted as
well as in the command ana 1ts attached pen-
alty. It is His right to require obedience and
judge disobedience, and it is His right to dispose
of the creature, it is not within man’s province
to do this for himself, it is not allowed to him.
Cf. Prov. 16:9: Jer. 10: 23.

» See Appendix.
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ANNOTATIONS—continued

vs. 1-7. The 'beginning of sin which is law-
lessness (1 John 3:4).

vs. 8-19. Consequent alienation, conflict, suf-
fering, judgment, but God’s promise of a De-
liverer. This is like the light penetrating the
darkness on the first day. In this promise God
brings the first gospel-beam into the moral dark-
ness which has fallen upon man by reason of
his disobedience.

vs. 20, 21. Covering by means of death—sub-
stitutionary death-——God’'s revealed way of meet-
ing human need. Here a great principle comes
to light which henceforth runs through all
Scripture—death becomes the way into life, and
the basic means of sustaining it.

vs. 22-24. Grace brings in restoration, but it
does not set aside the necessity of world-trial
which now ensues according to the announced
judgment. In this the government of God is in
exercise, as it ever is, no matter how much
grace may be shown. The cherubim and sword
abide, though grace brings in the precious blood
by which every claim of divine righteousness
and holiness is fully satisfied.

In the course of this chapter principles are
disclosed which we find rule man’s life after the
fall, and control the world development which
followed. The one prohibition which gave prac-
tical expression to God’s sovereignty and gov-
ernment is made the issue by Satan. This has
been a paramount issue in the world ever since,
for men in their sinful pride, self-sufficiency, and
rebellious spirit have in one way or another
sought to set aside God’s claim and avoid their
own responsibility to Him. With the woman we
see trifling with the Word of Ged; she adds to
the prohibition and diminishes the force of the
sentence. Satan openly denies the Word of God.
He makes God a liar, and then assures the
creature that by disobedience a higher station
will be reached. These have been his tactics
since, and they give character to the world-
system of which he is prince and god. Action
proves the acceptance of the lie of Satan, and
the three principles which actuate man’s life as
alienated from God, and which characterize the
world, come into evidence—lust of the flesh, of
the eye, and the pride of life, ‘“lawlessness’’
which finds its consummation in ‘‘the lawless
one,” Satan’s man. Cf. Gen. 3: 6; 1 John 2: 16;
2 Thess. 2:7-10. By contrast ‘‘our great God
and Saviour Jesus Christ gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all lawlessness,
and purify to Himself a peculiar people, zealous
for good works’ (Titus 2:13, 14). Again in
this beginning of things, we see man’s self-
efforts to meet the need sin has brought in,
their insufficiency when it comes to meeting
God, and the spirit of cowardice which marks
man’s state when that prospect is in view. Then
there is the attempt to shift the blame, the
avoidance of responsibility, the lack of re-

an fessi Out of all this comes
human suffering, bondage to curse, conflict be-
tween good and evil, with powerlessness to over-
come the growth of the latter. Finally, God is
shown as the only One able to meet the need,
which He does in grace while yet His govern-




[4:1to19]

GENESIS

CHAPTER FOUR ‘
|

1 And Adam knew Eve his wife: and she con- |
ceived, and bare ¢Cain, and said, I have gotten |
a man from the Lord. 2 And she again bare |
his brother rAbel. And Abel was a keeper of{
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.
3 And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering unto the Lord. 4 And Abel, he also |
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the }
fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his rroffering: 5 but unto Cain
and to his offering he had not respect.

And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance
fell. 6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art
thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth |
at the door: and unto thee shall be his desnre.
and thou shalt rule over him. 8 And Cain !
talked with Abel his brother: and it came to
pass, when they were in the field, that Cain
rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. |

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where 151
Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not:
Am I my brother’s keeper? 10 And he said,
What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother s
blood crieth unto me from the ground. 11 d
now art thou cursed from the earth, which halh
opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood
from thy hand. 12 When thou tillest the
ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee
her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt
thou be in the earth. 13 And Cain said unto
the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can
bear. 14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this |
day from the face of the earth; and from thy
face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and f
a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to
pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay
me. 15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore
whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be
taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should
kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of
the Lord, and dwelt in the land of $*Nod, on the
east of Eden. 17 tAnd Cain knew his wife; and
she conceived, and bare “Enoch: and he builded
a city, and called the name of the city, after
the name of his son, Enoch. 18 And unto Enoch
was born vIrad: and Irad begat wMehujael: and
Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat
vLamech. 19 And Lamech took unto him <two
wives: the name of the one was ¢Adah, and the
name of the other ®Zjllah. 20 And Adah bare

|

4 Properly, fabricator, or maker, from a root

meaning, ‘‘fit together,” ‘‘set up,” ‘‘erect,”
“‘forge” as a smith. Eve’s exclamation is based
on ch. 3:15, and she thinks this is the man,

the seed, who is to do the work, "hence this
name.

T "Breath ‘““vanity,” in the sense of what is
transitory. Ci Job 7:16, ‘“‘breath;”’ Ps. 144: 4,
“‘vanity.”

rr Heb. 11:

s Matt, 23: 3: Lk. 11:51; 1 John 3:12.

ss Wandering, in contrast with Eden (delight)
and where the Lord’s presence was known and
approached, cf. vs. 3, 14. Cain, rejected hy God,
wilfully rejects God’s way, and goes into banish-
ment, alienated from God who has shown mercy
and goodness in preservation, perchance His
goodness may yet lead to repentance.
t Cain’s _line begins in the above circum-
stances and conditions, and shows the outworking
of his own character.
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ANNOTATIONS—continued

ment must take its course. Henceforth, man’s
trial occasioned by sin ch#lracterizes his experi-
ence here in the world, through all of which
however there is the out-working of Divine

| purposes.

Chs. 4 to 7.— THE ADAMIC WORLD.
Man is tried, in his banishment, under con-
science as having the knowledge of good and
evil, and a testimony from God in promise, sac-
rifice, and announced judgment, His sovereignty
and government being declared by the closed
Garden and its armed guard. The flood-judg-
ment closes this period with a complete world-
| overthrow made necessary by the appalling evil
of the human race.

The first child is born after the fall, and so
under its consequences and in the fallen state;
thus the whole race bears this character. Cf.
Rom. 5:12-21; Ps. 51:5; Job 14:1-4.

Ch. 4: 1 to 5a.—APPROACH to God. Contrast-
ed positions — acceptance and rejection. Here

substitutionary sacrifice and the principle of faith

are seen to be the way of acceptance with God;
and the principle of ‘‘works,” man’s self-efforts
at the cultivation of that which is under curse
as a means of obtaining favor with God, stands
rejected. Heb. 11:4; 1 Pet. 1:18-21; John 1:
29; Rom. 3:21-26; 4:1-8; Eph. 2:8, 9; 1 Cor.
1: 29-31. Cain’s offering is bloodless; Abel brings
of the firstlings, i. e., firstborn, later specially
claimed by Jehovah (Lev. 27: 26, 27; Deut. 15:
19), but seemingly understood by Abel; he offers
the fat, hence life was taken, blood shed, both of
which fill important relations in regard to sac-
rifices as later prescribed, and both specially
claimed by God (fat: Lev. 3:16, 17; 7:25; 17:
6; blood: Lev. 3:17; 7:26, 27; Deut. 12: 23-25;
Lev. 17).

Ch. 4:5 to 24. — SEPARATED FROM GOD.
The serpent’s seed—self-will, enmity, violence
(1 John 3:12).

vs. 5b-8. Cain’s resentment and anger toward
Goa for rejection exhibits itself against the one
in God’s favor. Cf. John 15:18, 19; 16: 33;
Rom. 8:36; Gal. 3:29; 2 Tim. 3: 12; Rev. 1: 9.
Note v. 7.

Cain’s murder of Abel was a blow at God
who had accepted Abel in his sacrifice.

vs. 9-15. God’s interposition and judgment.
He manifests Himself as not indifferent to the
course of human affairs. He takes account and
calls into judgment. 9, 10—God requires that

u dedicated.

v wild ass.

w blot ye out that Jah is God [Jah means

‘‘the eternal One,”’ it is comvosed of the first
and last letters with the central vowel of the
name Jehovah].
G '-‘d they die who are of God, or, man who is of

od.

¥ Perhaps, strong to smite, or bring low (he
took_vengeance for personal injury, v. 23).

# Polygamy—God’s ordinance broken through,
lawlessness.

@ ornament, or he adorned.

¥ shadiness. or shadowing.



GENESIS

[4:20 to 5:20]

cJabal: he was the father of such as dwell in
tents, and of such as have cattle. 21 And his
brother’s name was d¢Jubal: he was the father
of all such as handle the harp and organ. 22 And
Zillah, she also bare ¢Tubal-cain, an instructor of
every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister
of Tubal-cain was 7N h 23 And Lamech
said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my
voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my
speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding,
and a young man to my hurt. 24 If Cain shall
be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and
sevenfold.

25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she
bare a son, and called his name ¢Seth: For
God, said she, hath appointed me another seed
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. 26 And
to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and
he called his name "Enos: then began men to
call upon the name of the Lord.

CHAPTER FIVE

1 This is the book of the generations of
iAdam. In the day that God created man, in
the likeness of God made he him;ii 2 male
and female created he them; and blessed them,
and called their name Adam. in the day when
they were created. 3 And Adam lived a
hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in
his own likeness, after his image; and called
his name /Seth: 4 and the days of Adam after
he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years:
and he begat sons and daughters: 5 and all
the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and
thirty years: and he died. 6 And Seth
lived a hundred and five years, and begat *Enos:
7 and Seth lived after he begat Enos eight
hundred and seven years, and begat sons and
daughters: 8 and all the days of Seth were
nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.

9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat
{Cainan: 10 and Enos lived after he begat
Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and
begat sons and daughters: 11 and all the days
of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and
he died. 12 And Cainan lived seventy years,
and begat ™mMahalaleel: 13 and Cainan_lived
after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty
years, and begat sons and daughters: 14 and
all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and
ten years: and he died. 15 And Mabhalaleel
lived sixty and five years, and begat nJared:
16 and Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared
eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons
and daughters: 17 and all the days of
Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five
years: and he died. 8 And Jared lived a
hundred sixty and two years. and he begat
°Enoch: 19 and Jared lived after he begat
Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and
daughters: 20 and all the days of Jared were
nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.

¢ flowing, or, a stream.

d joyful (?).

¢ issue_ (product) of Cain (the ‘‘fabricator,”’
v. 1). Note: these names appear to be formed
from a root signifying “to flow,” “‘run,” ‘“‘go
forth,”” perhaps ‘‘blow,”’ from which comes the
word for the blast or trumpet-note of joy and
release—how well this suits the spirit and boast
of Cain’s world! Its features are:

Agricultural,

Musical,

Mechanical,

Poetic—there is a fragment of song in vers.

24.
“Violent—homicide in self-defence.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

which is past (Eccl. 3:15); 11, 12—the punish-
ment; 13, 14—the terror of banishment; 15—
God’s reservation (Rom. 12:19; Heb. 10: 30,

31); the right to avenge is not man’s at any
time, except as it may be granted to him by
God, and this was not put into his hand as an
agent of government until Gen. 9: 4-6. In de-
fiance of God’s claim, as evidenced in the sign
given to Cain, Lamech of his line (v. 23) takes
the law into his own hands.

vs. 16-24. Cain’s line and its development in
alienation from God, with justification of vio-
lence as voiced by Lamech. Throughout no
mention is made of recognition of God. Cain’s
spirit is one of defiance, the use of providential
preservation as a means of establishing himself
in his state of alienation. Instead of God’s
goodness leading him to repentance he rather
turns it into an occasion for self-will to work
out its own plans. By city-building he would
defeat, if possible, the sentence of vagabondage
and wandering. Such are manifest features of
man’s day. Note these seven features of Cain’s
way—rejected, anger, murder, lying, curse, ban-
ishment, his city. A study of the names recorded
will serve to emphasize features of man’s de-
velopment in Cain’s way.

Ch. 4:25 to 5:32. — SEPARATED to God.
God’s seed on the earth.

vs. 25, 26. God’s appointment—Seth, in whom
we read the lesson of resurrection, of new be-
ginning. In contrast to Cain’s line, we here be-
gin with acknowledgment of and dependence upon
God. This is the line of light in contrast to
that of darkness. The ‘‘call”” involves worship
of, testimony to, and extends to the idea of be-
ing called by the name of Him who is acknowl-
edged. Cf. Acts 11: 26.

ch. 5:1-32. Seth’s line in connection with
which God records the generations of Adam.
The Cainite line is ignored, so that it becomes
clear with whom God's testimony is found.
Significantly, it would seem, God now records
His original work in connection with man, He
expresses what was true of man at the first; as
if turning from Cain’s apostate line He links
this now with Seth’s line—the line of faith,

T pleasant.

9 appointed, in the sense of
in the place of.’

frail, mortal man (as being sickly, or in-

curable). Does not this iudicate a true sense
of man’s real state in his fallen state? It
breathes humility, meekness, subjection, depend-
ence, and hence the calling mentioned in this
verse. With this the line of faith opens to
us. What a contrast to the start of Cain’s linel

% man, red earth.

it 1 Cor. 11:7; Jas. 3:9.

J See 4:25.

k See 4: 26.

! their possession (?).

m praise of God.

n descent, or a deScender.

o dedicated.

““replacing, set
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[5:21 to 6:7]

GENESIS

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years,
and begat rMethuselah: 22 and Enoch walke
with God after he begat Methuselah three
hundred years, and begat sons and daughter
23 and all the days of Enoch were three hun-
dred sixty and five years: 24 and Enoch walked
with God: and he was not,* for God took him.

25 And Methuselah lived a hundred eighty
and seven years, and bezat ¢Lamech: 26 and
Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven
hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons
and daughters: 27 and all the days of Methu-
selah were nine hundred sixty and nine years:
and he died. 28 And Lamech lived a hundred
eighty and two years, and begat a son: 29 and
he called his name rNoah, saying, This same
shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of
our hands, because of the ground which the
Lord hath cursed. 30 And Lamech lived after
he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five
years, and begat sons and daughters: 31 and
all the days of Lamech were seven hundred
seventy and seven years: and he died.

32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and
Noah begat s$Shem, !Ham, and uJapheth.

CHAPTER SIX

1 And it came to pass, when men began to
multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters
were born unto them, 2 that the sons of God
saw the daughters of men that they were fair;
and they took them wives of all which they
chose, 3 And the Lord said, My Spirit shall
not always vstrive with man, for that he also
is "flesh: yet his days shall be a hundred and
twenty years.w® 4 There were “giants in the
earth in those days; and also after that, when

the sons of God came in unto the daughters of |

men, and they bare children to them; the same
became mighty men which were of old, men of
renown. 5 And God fsaw that the ’wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. 6 And it *repented the
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and
it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the Lord
said, I will ¢destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast,
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the
air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.

=

man of the dart, or weapon.
Heb. 11:4, 5; Jude 14.
““strong to smite,”’ or bring low.
rest.
name, or renown (from a root, ‘‘be high”’).
hot, perhaps black, as made so by heat.
n Spreading, enlargement. [Note, ch. 10: 21,
Japheth is the elder]. See 9:24 as to Ham.
* Word means to ‘‘keep down,” ‘‘rule, judge,
or strive with a man’’ by moral force.

w Not a mere reference to man’s corporeal
being, hut the state of corruption in which man
is seen to he as a result of the fall; he is
sensual. lives as sense-governed instead of spirit-
governed. The teaching of Rom. 8 is the develop-
ment of this thought.

ww 1 Pet. 3:20.

¢ The sense of this verse appears to be that
these giants were on the earth when what ver.
2 states took place; and there were such after

*

- » 4R

ANNOTATIONS--continued

L 4
suggesting new creation under Him of whom
Adam was a figure, but all of which comes in
by God’s appointment consequent upon the ac-
cepted sacrifice and the death of Abel (cf. 2 Cor.
5: 14-21). That which had been marred by the
fall will be more than fully restored in the
new creation of which the Second Man, the last
Adam, is the Head (1 Cor. 15). Note that this
record is not one of works done, as with Cain’s
family, but the years lived. There is no self-
assertion of right, no seeking to avenge their
brother’s death, they observe the Lord’s pro-
hibition, for the present the cry of the blood-
stained earth for vengeance is not to be an-
swered. Hence, while the judgment of the guilty
lingers, the saint must of necessity recognize
his place to be that of separation from the world-
system, and act as a pilgrim called with a
heavenly calling. Here there is no city-building,
but there is a testimony to God, a walk with
Him, a recognition of God’s judgment (v. 29),
and the voice of prophetic comfort instead of

1f tion and defi boast.

Here again a study of the names will serve
to illustrate the principles of faith which in
fact rule among God’s people of whatever age.

ch. 6: 1-7.—Departure from God—the unequal
yoke. Manifest fulness of evil and the judgment
announced, while in grace space is given for re-
pentance and submission to God. 1 Pet. 3: 19, 20;
2 Pet. 2: 5; Heb. 11: 7. Note these features: law-
lessness, God’s order defied (v. 2); abnormality
(v. 4); corruption, the outward manifestation of
the inward state (v. 5); violence is added in vs.
11,13, Cf. Rom. 1:18-32; 2 Tim. 3: 1-9; Luke
17: 26-31; Matt. 24:37-42. See Appendix for
“‘sons of God.””

that as a result of the union described, ‘‘these
were the hexoes, who of old were men of renown’
(New Trans.). Gmms is nephilim, a word de-
fined as meaning ‘“‘fallers, apostates fallen from
true religion; and falling on men with violence
and rapine, a.nd causing them to fall; such were
also strong and robust in body, and leaders of
others.”—Wilson. Cf. Num. 13:33. See vers.
11, 12 of Gen. 6.

¥ GOD—Jehovah.

¥ From a root meaning
in pieces,” ‘‘make worthless,””
evnl depravity. Cf. Rom.

: 3

z Cf. Num. 23:19. “It grieved him,” etc., is
explanatory; the form of expression is anthro-
pomorphic, for the sake of our understanding,
that by what we know of these things we may
have some realization of the effect upon God of
the condition of man—with us these things are
linked with sin in us, with God all that pro-
duces such effects is without. He, like the law
He gave, is holy, just and good (Rom. 7:12).

@ The destruction is “‘from the face,” etc., it is
relative, not absolute. These disobedient men are
now spirits in prison (1 Pet. 3:19, 20). With
the dlsembodlment death brings men are spoken
of as ‘‘spirits’”’ while in that state.

““to spoil by breaking
especially moral
: 18-32; 2 Tim.

”
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GENESIS

[6:8t07:5]

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord. 9 These are the generations of Noah:
Noah was a just man and perfect in his genera-
tions, and Noah walked with God. 10 And
Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. 11 The earth also was Ucorrupt before
God; and the earth was filled with bviolence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold,
it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth. 13 And God said unto Noah,
¢The end of all flesh is come before me; for the
earth is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will ¢¢ destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of dgopher wood; rooms
shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt epitch it
within and without with /pitch. 15 And this
is the fashion which thou shalt make it of:
The length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the
height of it thirty cubits. 16 A ¢swindow shalt
thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou
finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt
thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second,
and third stories shalt thou make it. 17 And,
behold, I, even I, do bring a Xflood of waters
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is
the breath of life, from under heaven; and every
thing that is in the earth shall die. 18 But
with thee will I establish my f‘covenant; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons,
and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with
thee. 19 And of every living thing of
all flesh itwo of every sort shalt thou bring
into the ark, to keep them alive with thee;
they shall be male and female. 20 Of fowls
after their kind, and of cattle after their kind,
of every creeping thing of the earth after his
kind; two of every sort shall come unto thee,
to keep them alive. 21 And take thou unto thee
of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather
it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee,
and for them. 22 Thus did Noah;J/J/ according to
all that God commanded him, so did he.

CHAPTER SEVEN

1 And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou
and all thy house into the ark; for thee have
1 seen righteous before me in this generation.
2 Of every kclean beast thou shalt take to thee
by !sevens, the male and his female: and of
beasts that are not clean by two, the male and
his female. 3 Of fowls also of the air by
sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed
alive upon the face of all the earth. 4 For
yet mseven days, and I will cause it to rain
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and
every living substance that I have made will I
destroy from off the face of the earth. 5 And
Noah did according unto all that the Lord
commanded him.

b The wickedness of v. 5 leads to corruption
(from a root, “‘to decay,”” ‘‘fall into ruins,”” mor-
ally this means loss of integrity and virtue, then
craft and deceit rule) and so violence predomi-
nates—i. e., ruthless disregard of truth, right,
justice, goodness (see ¥ note). What a world!
It had become a cesspool of lawlessness in which
might was right.

¢ Heb. 11: 7.

¢¢ The words corrupt and destroy are the same
in both Hebrew and Greek. What men had
done in their breaking to pieces, etc., God now
does to them in judgment by breakmg them up
in death—they had laid everything in ruins as to

1

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 6:8 to 7: 24.—GRACE from God bringing
Salvation through Judgment.

| vs. 8-13. God’s man—the man of faith to whom
God is made known. We may think of Noah as
a type of Christ, who alone was absolutely
‘perfect,” etc., who fully and perfectly ‘‘walked
with God,”” and who is Head of the family of
faith which He carries with Himself through
judgment into resurrection-place, liberty, and
glory. “Behold I and the children whom God
has given Me’’ (Heb. 2:13).

vs. 14-22. God’s provision — figurative of
Christ and His work.

Ch. 7: 1-24. God’s salvation-judgment, effect-
ing separation from evil and its consequences
on the one hand, purging away evil on the other.
Cf. Gal. 1: 1-5; Titus 2: 14; 1 Pet. 1: 18. Note*®

absolute security, vs. 16, 23, 24; based upon the :
obedxence of faith, 6:22; 7:16; then, too, the
t of the jud t, vs. 18-23. Cf.

Pet. 3:1-9.

The Lord’s references to the days of Noah
in the Gospels, and Isa. 54:9 suggest the dis-
pensational application to the end of the age, the
Jewish age, when man’s evil reaches its fulness
(Dan. 2:28, 44, 45; 7:9-28; 8:17, 19, 23; 10:
14; 11: 35-12: 13; Rev. 11:12, 13; Matt. 24: 14,
15; Isa. 2:2; Jer. 23:20; 30:24; Mic. 4:1;
cf. ‘“‘indignation’’ in Dan. 8:19; 11: 36; Isa. 10:
5, 25; 30:27, 30,31 with Mic. 5:5; cf. ‘‘con-
sumption’” in Isa. 10: 22, 23; 28: 22; see Rom.
9: 27,28, and ‘‘consummation,’”” Dan. 9:27),
the time of the great tribulation, and ‘‘Jacob’s
trouble,”” in the midst of which and the prevail-
ing world-conditions there is a godly remnant
of whom Noah and his family are a type—pre-

life on the earth, He lays them in ruins through
the dissolution of being which judgment here
involved. Here is the law of retribution—what
a man sows he reaps (Gal. 6:7, 8).

d probably fir, or cypress.

e kaphar, ‘“‘to cover,’”’ figuratively to explate,
and so the usual word for “‘atonement’

 kopher, ‘‘from above,”” and p::operly “a
cover,”’ figuratively, a redemption-price.
9 Lit,, Light shalt thou make. The word

here is different from ch. 8:6, and also 7:11;
8:2, which again are different (see notes).
What seems to be meant is some form of
continpous opening.

» The word here used is limited to the waters
of Noah (Isa. 54:9), and used elsewhere only
in Ps. 29: 10

i first mention in Scripture, see ch.

J that is, male and female (see 7:2).

Jj Matt. 24: 38; Lk. 17: 27.

® first mention of such distinction, it is really
the distinction God is making among men by
this very judgment of the flood (v. 1). Cf.
Lev.

! seven pairs of the clean, one pair of unclean.

m time allowed to gather together all required.

9:9,11.

7



[7:6to 22]

GENESIS

6 And Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters was upon the earth. 7 And
Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and
his sons’ wives with him, into the ark,”m be-
cause of the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean
beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of
fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon
the earth, 9 there went in two and two unto
Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as
God had commanded Noah. 10 And it came to |
pass after seven days, that the waters of the
flood were upon the earth.

11 In the sixth hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, the seventeenth day
of the month, the same day were all the
nfountains of the great ¢deep rbroken up, and
the «windows of heaven were opened. 12 And
the rrain was upon the earth forty days and forty
nights. 13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, |
and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of !
Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives of
his sons with them, into the ark; 14 they, and
every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after .
their kind, and every creeping thing that creep-
eth upon the earth after his kind, and every
fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.
15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark,
two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath
of life. 16 And they that went in, went in
male and female of all flesh, as God had com-
manded him: and the Lord shut him in.

17 And the flood was forty days upon the
earth; and the waters increased, and bare up
the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth.
18 And the waters prevailed, and were
increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark
went upon the face of the waters. 19 And the
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and
all the high hills, that were under the whole
heaven, were covered. 20 Fifteen cubits upward
did the waters prevail; and the mountains were
covered. 21 And all flesh died that moved upon
the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of
beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth, and every man: 22 all in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that
was in the dry land, died. 23 And every living
substance was destroyed which was upon the
face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and
the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven;
and they were destroyed from the earth; and
Noah only remained alive, and they that were
with him in the ark.”” 22 And the waters
grevailed upon the earth a hundred and fifty

ays.

mm 1 Pet. 3:20.

n Lit., eye, and so a well like an eye in the
ground, hence, ‘‘fountain,’”” or opening through
which water comes. See note P below.

© abyss.

P word means ‘‘to cleave,” ‘rend,”’ ‘‘divide
asunder,”” ‘‘to lay open anything enclosed.”’” Used
in Num. 16: 31: Zech. 14: What is here de-
scribed may. mean the breaking forth of hidden
fountains within the earth, or a breaking down
of the barriers, and so a letting in of the
oceans on the land by a subsidence of the land.
Cf. 2 Pet. 3: 5-7.

2 The word here used means ‘lattice,”” ‘‘net-
work,”” from a root meaning ‘‘to weave ’'—a
word admirably fitting to the atmosphere which
is a network of vapor—water-globules woven
together.

7 Word here used emphasizes abundance, a
great outpouring, in distinction from the general
term used for rain, which occurs in v. 4

rr 2 Pet. 2:5.

18
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ANNOTATIONS—continued

served and carried through the judgment to in-
habit a purged earth under God’s established
order of promise and covenant, based upon the
savor of rest, and pledged in the bow of glory
(the Lamb slain, but in the midst of the throne
exercising holy and right-
eous judgment, yet bringing in universal bless-
ing), so that Ararat—curse reversed—is reached,
the liberty of the glory entered upon, with res-
toration and replenishing of the earth under
divine government. These things are typically
before us in chs. 8, 9; cf. 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 2:
1-12; Matt. 24; Isa. 28: 14-21; Isa. 11:4; Rev.
4:2, 3, 5; 5:5,6; 11:15-19; 19: 11-20: 6; Isa.
2:1-5; chs. 11, 12, 32; Acts 3:20, 21; 17:31;
Rom. 11: 25-36; 8: 18-23.

Chaps. 8 to 11: 26.— THE NOACHIAN
world. This is like a resurrection, like the
bringing up of the earth out of the waters on
the third day. It is trial under renewed re-
lationships, with new elements introduced, and
the principle of human government established.
According to the promises given to Ncah and his
family, and the order set up through them, the
world-system has continued and developed to
this day. Though there has not been universal
overthrow during this time, there have been re-
peated manifestations of God in judgment. No-
table examples are: the Babel confusion and
scattering; the overthrow of Sodem and Gomor-
rah; the judgment of Egypt and her gods; of
the Amorite peoples; and the overthrow of vari-
ous kingdoms and empires. Ezek. 21: 27 gives
the general principle. The beginning of the
preparation for His coming by the special and
selective action of God is found in the Abra-
hamic family, to which the next division of
Genesis introduces us. This is of special sig-
nificance in view of the world being inundated
with idolatry, cf. Josh. 24:2, 14; with this in-
formation note the three forms of Satanic irrup-
tion in the world of men: (1) through the ser-
pent and the resultant fall; (2) through the de-
basement of those called ‘“‘sons of God,”’ result-
ing in abnormal, perhaps a super-man develop-
ment; (3) through idolatry and the demon in-
fluences back of its development (1 Cor. 10: 20).
The first is directly against God and His
supreme place over the creature. The second is
the effort to make gods of men according to the
false promise of the serpent. The third is the
establishment of religion and worship which is
both opposed and contrary to the Divine institu-
tions and their objective—Christ. A similarity
may be traced between these three forms of
Satanic activity and the three wilderness-tempta-
tions of our Lord; there are also three special
forms of opposition to the gospel recorded in
the Acts—Elymas, the apostate Jew (13: 4-12),
the circumstances connected with the possessed
damsel (16: 16-24), and the exorcists—Jews (19:
13-20). Cf. Eph, 6:12; 2:1; Dan. 10:10-14, 20; 2
Cor. 11:13-15; 1 Tim. 4: 1; 1 Cor. 10: 20; 12: 2;
Rom. 1: 18-32 shows the results of Satanic irrup-
tion.



GENESIS

[8:1t09:5]

CHAPTER EIGHT

1 And God remembered Noah, and every
living thing, and all the cattle that were with
him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass
over the earth, and the waters sassuaged. 2 The
fountains also of the deep and the ‘windows of
heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven
was restrained. 3 And the waters returned
from off the earth continually: and after the
end of the hundred and fifty days the waters
were abated. 4 And the ark rested in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, upon the mountains of “Ararat. 5 And
the waters decreased continually until the tenth
month: in the tenth month, on the first day of
the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

6 And it came to pass at the end of forty
days, that Noah opened the *window of the ark
which he had made: 7 and he sent forth a
raven, which went forth to and fro, until the
waters were dried up from off the earth. 8 Also
he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the
waters were abated from off the face of the
ground. 9 But the dove found no rest for the
sole of her foot, and she returned unto him
into the ark; for the waters were on the face
of the whole earth. Then he put forth his hand,
and took her, and pulled her in unto him into
the ark. 10 And he stayed yet other seven
days; and again he sent forth the dove out of
the ark. 11 And the dove came in to him in
the evening, and, lo, in her mouth was an wolive
leaf plucked off: so Noah knew that the waters
were abated from off the earth. 12 And he
stayed yet other seven days, and sent forth the
dove, which returned not again unto him any
more. 13 And it came to pass in the six
hundredth and first year, in the first month, the
first day of the month, the waters were dried
up from off the earth: and Noah removed the
covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the
face of the ground was dry. 14 And in the sec-
ond month, on the seven and twentieth day of
the month, was the earth dried.

15 And God spake unto Noah, saying, 16 Go
forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy
sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 17 Bring
forth with thee every living thing that
is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl,
and of cattle, and of every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth; that they
may breed abundantly in the earth, and be
fruitful and multiply upon the earth. 18 And
Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife,
and his sons’ wives with him: 19 every beast,
every creeping thing, and every fowl, and what-
soever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds,
went forth out of the ark. 20 And Noah
builded an wwaltar unto the Lord; and took of
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And
the Lord smelled a “sweet savour; and the Lord
said in his heart, I will not again curse the
ground any more for man’s sake; for the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth: neither will I again smite any more every
thing living, as I have done. 22 While the
earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease.

CHAPTER NINE

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth. 2 And the fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every beast
of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air,

|

| upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon
| all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they
i delivered. 3 Every moving thing that liveth
shall be Ymeat for you; even as the green herb
nave I given you all things. 4 But flesh with
the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall
ye not eat. 5 And surely your blood of your
lives will I require: at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the hand of man;
at the hand of every man’s brother will
I require the life of man. 6 Whoso shed-

s subsided.
t Ci. 6:16; 7:11.
% The cu reversed—a land forming part

of Armenia. Ci. 2 Kings 19: 37; Isa. 37: 38; Jer.
51:27.

v means a small opening. Cf, 6:16; 7:11.

w Heb. means “‘freshly plucked from the tree,””
not one picked up from the earth.

ww First mention of the altar.

* I.it., odor of rest.

¥ food. -
ANNOTATIONS—continued
ch. 8: 1-5. Through judgment to rest—raised

up to newness of life—Ararat, ‘‘the curse re-
versed.”” Cf. Rom. 8:1, 2, 18-23.

vs. 6-14, Raven (unclean), and dove (clean)
—the difference of what is of the flesh and of
the Spirit. Cf. Rom. 8:3-13; Gal. 5: 16-26.

vs. 15-19. Liberty. Partaking of the divine
nature, the world’s corruption is escaped, and
we go forth to walk in sanctification. Cf. 2 Pet.
1:3, 4; 1 Pet. 1:13-2: 3; 1 Thess. 4: 7; Rom. 6.

v. 20. Worship. First mention of ‘‘altar,”
and “‘burnt-offerings;’’ both specially have their
place and meaning realized in the new beginning
of life and relationships in a purged creation as
presented in this scenme actually, typically, dis-
pensationally.

vs. 21, 22. Acceptance with assured preservation
and provision. The Christian is accepted in the
Beloved (Eph. 1:6, 7; 5:2), preserved under
the seal of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13; 4:30),
and provisioned with every spiritual blessing in
Christ (Eph. 1:3; Col. 1:12-23).

Ch. 9: 1 to 17. GOD’S blessing upon, order for,
and covenant with the race through Noah. The
foreshadow of millennial conditions—the earth
restored and replenished after purging judgment;
government as recognizing God’s sovereignty
over all; under new covenant blessing, and the
bow, Christ in glory. Typically, lessons of our
new-creation place—the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Spirit; government"
through judging the deeds of the flesh; fruit and
blessing in our new relations; Christ in glory
the object of our contemplation and source of
rest. Cf. 2 Cor. 5:14-21; Gal. 6: 14-16; Titus
3:3-7; Col. 2:20-3: 17.

vs. 1-3. God’s blessinLg and provision.

vs. 4-6. God’'s government by which His sov-
ereignty over life is asserted and maintained.
Here God affirms in connection with human gov-
ernment what Cain denied as to responsibility
concerning his brother.
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[9:6t0 10: 4]

GENESIS

|
deth man’s blood, by man shall his blood
be uyshed: for in the image of God made
he man. 7 And you, be ye fruitful, and|
multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, |
and multiply therein. 8 And God spake unto
Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 9 And
I, behold, I establish my covenant with you,
and with your seed after you; 10 and with
every living creature that is with you, of the
fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the
earth with you; from all that go out of the
ark, to every beast of the earth. 11 And I will
establish my covenant with you; neither shall
all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of
a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood
to destroy the earth. 12 And God said, This
is the token of the covenant which I make
between me and you, and every living creature
that is with you, for perpetual generations:
13 I #do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall
be for a token of a covenant between me and the
earth. 14 And it shall come to pass, when I
bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow
shall be seen in the cloud: 15 and I will re-
member my covenant, which is between me and
you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall no more become a flood to
destroy all flesh. 16 And the bow shall be in
the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may
remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living dcreature of all flesh that is
upon the earth. 17 And God said unto Noah,
This is the token of the covenant, which I
have established between me and all flesh that
is upon the earth.

18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of
the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and |
Ham is the father of ?Canaan. 19 These werel
the three sons of Noah: and of them was the |
whole earth overspread. 20 And Noah began to '
be a husbandman, and he planted a vineyard.
21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken;
and he was uncovered within his tent, 22 And
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father, and told his two brethren without,
23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and
laid it upon both their shoulders, and went
backward, and covered the nakedness of their
father; and their faces were backward, and they
saw not their father’s nakedness. 24 And Noah
awoke from his wine, and knew what his
younger son had done unto him. 25 And he
said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants
shall he be unto his brethren. 26 And he said,
Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan
shall be his servant. 27 God shall enlarge
Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of
Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.

28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred
and fifty years. 29 And all the days of Noah
were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.

CHAPTER TEN

1_Now these are the generations of the sons
of Noah;* Shem, Ham and Japheth: and unto
them were sons born after the flood. 2 The
sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai,
and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.

3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and
Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of
Javan; ' Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and

vy Ci. Rev. 13:10.

# have set.

@ soul.

b a trafficker.
* See Appendix for the meaning of names in
this chapter.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

vs. 7-11.  God’s covenant made for all creation
with its new head.
vs. 12-17. God’s sign, set in the heavens,

giving assurance of fulfilment, yet also a per-
petual witness to and reminder of God’s judg-
ment of evil, on the one hand, and His accept-
ance and promises on the other. It is Christ,
as the Son of Man, to whom all has been sub-
jected according to God’s counsel, who alone can
accomplish all foreshadowed here. He it is who
will take His place in universal Headship.

ch. 9: 18-29. Failure, foreshadow of how gov-
ernment in man’s hand must fail since he cannot
govern himself. The closing word of prophecy
indicates the way of comfort and blessing—it is
to come through the line of Shem; it is the
record of how God works for the fulfilment of
this purpose that begins to unfold with the
call of Abraham, thus, after 11:26, we pass
from what has been general in character to what
is special and particular.

As to Noah’s prophecy, it would appear that
he deals with Canaan because of the develop-
ment which will take place, and the particular
relation his posterity will bear to the descendants
of Shem, as found in the nation of Israel. Ham
exposes shame; his spirit is one that makes
a mockery of failure and a sport of sin; it is
this spirit of shamelessness and lawlessness
which comes to full manifestation in the evil of
the Amorite nations which sprang from Canaan,
and made the land of Canaan the plague-spot of
the world (Gen. 11:15-19; 15: 16), necessitat-
ing the extermination of these nations.

Through the Shemite line, God reveals Him-
self, this reaching finality and perfection in
Christ who is of this line (Heb. 1:1-3; Luke
3:23, 36).

Japheth, from whom sprang the greater Gen-
tile nations, has his blessing as dwelling in
Shem’s tents. Thus through Abraham’s seed,
and as associated with it, all nations are blest.

Note man’s threefold failure: (1) in the gar-
den as set under obedience; (2) out of the garden,
and under conscience, it is not in him to guide
his steps aright; (3) in a purged earth, with gov-
ernment put into his hands, but he cannot even
govern himself.

If Shem is the youngest, Ham ‘‘the younger’
(v. 24), and Japheth ‘‘the elder’’ (10:21), cf. 1
Chron. 1, we then have the principle illustrated
of the firstborn being set aside, as in other
scriptural examples; first, that which is natural,
then the spiritual; the first man displaced by the
Second.

Ch. 10.—The distribution of nations indicat-
ing the course of world-development. Genesis,
as characteristically giving the beginning
of things, here affirms the Hamitic origin of
empire-building, and this in relation to Babylon
and Assyria. Spite of efforts to discredit this
record, Assyriologi now de the truth of
it. Recent explorations have abundantly con-
firmed the Biblical stat ts. Valuable informa-
tion will be found in recent archaeological works
and “The New Biblical Guide,”” by Urquhart.
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GENESIS

[10:5 to 11:2]

Dodanim. 5 By these were the cisles of the
dGentiles divided in their lands; every one after
his tongue, after their families, in their nations.

6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim,
and Phut, and Canaan. 7 And the sons of
Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and
Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtechah:
and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.
8 And Cush begat ¢Nimrod: he began to be a
mighty one in the earth. 9 He was a mighty
Thunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said,
Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the
Lord. 10 And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in
the land of Shinar. 11 Out of that land Ywent
forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city
Rehoboth, and Calah, 12 and Resen between Nine-
veh and Calah: the same is a great city. 13 And
Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim,
and Naphtuhim, 14 and Pathrusim, and Casluhim,
(out of whom came Philistim,) and Caph-
torim. 15 And Canaan begat Sidon his
firstborn, and Heth, 16 and the Jebusite, and
the Amorite, and the Girgasite, 17 and the
Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 18 and
the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hama-
thite: and afterward were the families of the
Canaanites spread abroad. 19 And the border of
the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest
to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest unto Sodom, |
and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even
unto Lasha. 20 These are the sons of Ham,
after their families, after their tongues, in their
countries, and in their nations.

21 Unto Shem also, the father of all the
children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the
elder, even to him were children born. 22 The
children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and
Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 23 And the
children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and
Mash. 24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and
Salah begat Eber. 25 And unto Eber were born
two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his |
days was the earth 'divided; and his brother’s
name was Joktan. 26 And Joktan begat Almodad,
and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, |
27 and Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, 28 and |
Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 29 and Ophir,
and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons
of Joktan. 30 And their dwelling was from
Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar, a mount of
the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, after
their families, after their tongues, in their lands,
after their nations. 32 These are the families
of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in
their nations: and by these were the nations
divided in the earth after the flood.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

1 And the whole earth was of one {language,
and Jof one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as

they journeyed from the east, that they found

¢ coast-lands.

@ nations—see
of the nations.

¢ We will rebel.

7 of animals. and then of men—*‘before’” in the
sense of defiance; he was a rebel, and his king-
dom partook of his character.

7 or, ‘“‘he went into Assyria.”

. h The verb here used occurs elsewhere only
in 1 Chron. 1:19; Job 38:25: Ps. 55:10. Its
use in the Ps. seems to fix its reference here |
to the confusion of tongues and consequent |
scattering, recorded in ch. 11. i

i Heb., lip. |

J the same words. &

map showing the distribution

|
|

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 11:1-9.—God’s judgment upon human pride
and self-sufficiency. Here we have men in their
counsel, all without God. It breathes defiance,
self-aggrandizement, and union in selfish ends.
It is the spirit of Nimrod, founder of kingdoms,
and overlord among men. Imagined ability to
secure for themselves whatever they may purpose,
in a self-willed, God-defying spirit, is evident;
no wonder that in this soil the seed of idolatry
took root and spread among all nations. They
journey from the East, their’s is a walk with the
back to the light, and thus in their own shadow,
they are full of their own devices and forgetful
of God; their material is of their own making,
not of God’s providing.

vs. 10-26. The Shemite line, that of promise,
with which the purpose of God is linked. Here we
learn where God’s interest lies. The careful re-
counting of names and years is significant, and
confirms the word of Noah concerning the chief
place of Shem in the mind of God.

Notice the difference in names of the Shemite;
in ch. 10 and those recorded in ch. 11. This
may bear relation to the division which took
place in Peleg’s days (10:25). From Peleg the
genealogy is traced down to Abram in ch. 11,
but from his brother in ch. 10. The former
give us the line of faith maintained in the midst
of the evil, and the latter that part of this family
which associated itself with the Babel movement.

In this history of the Noachian world we learn
of certain principles which underlie God’s ways:
He is concerned as to the progress of human af-
fairs; He asserts His sovereignty in righteous-
ness and holiness, manifested in judgment; He
shows the basis of His acceptance and blessing
of man and creation—the altar and sacrifice; He
declares His covenant relationship with kind,
and sets forth its tokens in constant evidence
everywhere, so that man is without excuse
through the testimony thus borne to God’'s

d ; He blisk and requires the exer-
cise of human government; He indicates His
selective action in accomplishing the purposed
blessing.

Chaps. 11:27 to 50:26. — GOD'S SPECIAL
WORK in providing both place and blessing for
man on the principle of faith (Gal. 3: 8). Victory
over evil and final rest is in view, as for example
in Joseph. The history of the Abrahamic family
is of universal significance. With Abram’s call
God begins a new dealing with man. The promin-
ent feature is God’s call into separation from
the existing order of things in the world, to
stand identified solely with God’s promise, and
to receive inheritance from Him according to
His grace and faith. Cf. Acts 26:18; Rom. 4:13-16.
Abram’s call into this separation from country,
kindred, and father’s house, serves to show the
character of the special place in relation to God
which he and his seed occupy, and that in this
connection he is made the depository of blessing
to an earthly and a heavenly seed (Rom. 11: 28;
Gal. 3:29). Neither Seth, Noah, nor Shem had
been thus called.
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[11:3t026]

GENESIS

a plain in the land of Shinar: and they dwelt

there. 3 And they said one to another, Go to,
let us make brick, and ¥burn them thoroughly.
And they had brick for stone, and !slime had
they for mortar. 4 And they said, Go to, let
us build us a city, and a tower,

name,
face of the whole earth. 5 And the Lord came
down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of men builded. 6 And the Lord said,
Behold, the people is one, and they have all

one ilanguage; and this they begin to do: and

now nothing will be restrained from them, which
they have imagined to do. 7 Go to, let us go
down, and there confound their ilanguage, that
they may not understand one another’s ispeech.
8

left off to build the city. 9 Therefore is the

name of it called mBabel; because the Lord did !

there confound the ilanguage of all the earth:
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad
upon the face of all the earth.

10 These are the generations of "Shem: Shem
was a hundred years old, and begat ¢Arphaxad
two years after the flood: 11 and Shem lived
after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and
begat sons and daughters. 12 And Arphaxad
lived five and thirty years, and begat 7rSalah:
13 and Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah
four hundred and three years, and begat sons
and daughters. 14 And Salah lived thirty years,
and begat ¢Eber: 15 and Salah lived after he
begat Eber four hundred and three years, and
begat sons and daughters. 16 And Eber lived
four and thirty years, and begat 7Peleg:
and Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hun-
dred and thirty years, and begat sons and
daughters. 18 And Peleg lived thirty years, and
begat sReu:
Reu two hundred and nine years,
sons and daughters. 20 And Reu lived two and
thirty years and begat !Serug: 21 and Reu
lived after he begat Serug two hundred and
seven years, and begat sons and daughters.
22 And Serug lived thirty years, and begat
uNahor: 23 and Serug lived after he begat
Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons and
daughters. 24 And Nahor lived nine and twenty
years, and begat vTerah: 25 and Nahor lived

after he begat Terah a hundred and nineteen |

years, and begat sons and daughters. 26 And
Terah lived seventy years, and begat % Abram,
#Nahor, and YHaran.

kE ‘“burned with fire,”

! bitumen, asphalt.

m confusion (by mixing).

" a name.

o I shall fail as the breast.

P a missile (as sent forth).

2 beyond; the other side (as having crossed
over).

7 a channel (as a cleft, dividing).

¢ associate ye: feed ve.

¢ intertwined, or vine-shoot.

% snorter, snorting.

v Thou mayest breathe; perhaps, delay.

@ Father is exalted.

£ same as ®.

¥ their mountain,

not simply sun-dried.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

The four leading characters of this history
divide it for us—Abraham (11:27-21: 34); Isaac
(22-26: 33) ; Jacob (26: 34-36: 43) ; Joseph (37-50).

whose top |
may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a |
lest we be scattered abroad upon the

So the Lord scattered them abroad from
thence upon the face of all the earth: and they |

17 !

19 and Peleg lived after he begat .
and begat |

Speaking generally, the main object in view is
to set forth in these biographies the moral and
spiritual features of God's ways with the family
of faith in various relations. These abide and
are of application for all time (Rom. 15:4).

From Abraham two main lines develop, the
one nationalistic as found in Israel, the other in-
dividualistic, as found in those who are children
of Abraham on the principle of faith and hence
of spiritual relationship, all such forming that
great family of which the apostle speaks and in
which Jew and Gentile have their place in bless-
ing (Rom. 4: 11, 12, 16; Gal. 3: 9, 29; Heb. 2:16).
The national line is by natural descent, but even
in this relationship a special place of privilege
and responsibility is given (Rom. 3:1, 2; 9:1-
5). All of this, however, can only be effectually
and fully realized on the ground of grace through
faith, and that only by a remnant of the nation
standing in such a relation, and therefore of the
family of faith above mentioned. With this
remnant the new covenant is made good at a
time still future as the prophets bear witness.

Cf. Jer. 31:31-40; 32:37-44; 33: 6-22; Ezek.
16: 60-63; 36: 16-38; 37: 26-28; Isa. 59:20, 21;
61: 8-11; Rom. 11:25-29; Zech. 13:6-9; Zeph.
3:11-20; Isa. 54:12, 13; 60:21, 22; 10: 20-27.
The remnant-feature of the nation’s history is
one of the elements in the apostle’s argument in
Rom. 9-11.

Commencing with Abraham’s history, the en-
tire Scriptures are practically occupied with the
development of these two lines, in which as the
plans of God unfold, special features are re-
vealed and placed in relation to the whole, cen-
tral to which is the Messianic hope—Christ.
Of these special features there are two striking
examples: (1) the law in relation to the nation,
the introduction of which had special features
affecting Israel as set among the nations and
the whole world, having also a relation to the
Gospel of grace. Cf. Rom. 3:19; 5:13; Gal.
3:15-29; (2) the distinctive character and place
of the New Testament Church which, however,
is still part of the one great family of faith.

As already noted, four biographies compose
this part of Genesis. A general statement of
their teaching:

ABRAHAM.
Scripture representative of faith.
God reveals the great principle of all His deal-
ings thr hout the di di it
is separation to Himself, while the world goes
on in its own course to the end, though still
the scene of His providential dealings. In the
devel t of this principle, Israel is separated
from the nations, the Church from both the
nations and Israel, the remnant from apostate
Israel, and saved Gentiles from the apostate
mass of the nations. The details of Abraham’s
life serve to unfold what this separated place
| means in the way of blessing, exercise, revela-
tion, and power, whether it be the earthly or
heavenly part of his seed. .

He is the outstanding figure in
In his case

ISAAC. In his character and behavior self-
surrender is emphasized, and separation from
surrounding influences. He is type of one who
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GENESIS [1

1:27 to 12:3]

27 Now these are the generations of Terah:
Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; an
Haran begat Lot. 28 And Haran died belore
his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in
“Ur of the aChaldees. 29 And Abram and Nahor
took them wives: the name of Abram’s wife was
bSarai; and the name of Nahor’s wife, ¢Milcah,
the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah,
and the father of dIscah. 30 But Sarai was
barren; she had no child. 31 And Terah took
Abram his son, aned ¢Lot the son of Haran his
son’s son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his
son Abram’s wife; and they went forth with
them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the
land of fCanaan; and they came unto ¢Haran,
and dwelt there. 32 And the days of Terah were
;{wo hundred and five years: and Terah died in

aran.

CHAPTER TWELVE

1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that
I will shew 9sthee: 2 and I will make of thee
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3 and I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and %in thee shall

z light.
as clod-breakers.
my princess.
a queen.
he will pour her out:
he will screen her.
¢ a wrapping: veil
f a trafficker,
2 burnt-place, or_ their burnmg
99 Acts 7:2, 3; Heb. 11:8.
h ch. 18:18; Gal. 3:8; Acts 3: 25.

ERNETEY

he will anoint her:

ANNOTATIONS—continued

is in fellowship with God’s counsel, and obedi-
ent to His will. As in Abraham we may, though
dimly, see the figure of the Father, so in Isaac
that of the Son is seen (Gal. 3:16).

JACOB. This patriarch’s history presents in
varied detail what fllustrates the ways of God
in holiness and government in relation to the
man of faith in the world. These are manifested
in discipline, preservation, and provision ac-
cording to the existing need and circumstances.
Like the earth coming up out of the restless
waters on the third day, or as on the fifth day
when life is made manifest in the waters, so
through Jacob’s experience and discipline God
establishes what is stable, bringing it up out of
the scenes of strife, evil, and failure, waters
of trouble in which He displays the power and
blessing of life. Here, then, we get suggestions
of the Holy Spirit’s work, who, brooding over
this checkered life, works through all the pur-
posed result.

JOSEPH. This history furnishes a grand
illustration of John’s words: ‘‘For whosoever is
begotten of God overcometh the world: and this

d |

even our faith.”” Joseph’s life is one of triumph,
whether in suffering or exaltation. Its moral
and spiritual lessons teach the development of
the man of faith according to the image of

Christ. It is the rule of what is heavenly over
what is earthly, like the work of the fourth
day.

These remarks indicate the general theme and
relation of these four parts. The historical
link is simply that of family succession; spir-
itually, we have a new beginning in God’s ways.
Abraham is called into separation from the
course of the world to embrace by faith cer-
tain purposes of God, and be head of a family
filling a special position in God’s plans. What
this means is exhibited in the course of his
life as given to &s by selection of the Holy
Spirit. What this position means in the matter
of relationships (Isaac), of experience under
God’s holy government (Jacob), and the end in
view (Joseph), is developed for us in these
successive biographies.

Chs. 11: 27 to 21: 34.—ABRAHAM.

Chs. 11: 27 to 12: 8.—GOD THE SOLE OBJECT
and resource for Faith; His call and promises.

vs. 27-30. A barren union, an intimation in
view of the promises that God’'s sufficiency and
power must be relied upon for their accomplish-
ment.

vs. 31, 32. Hindrances: the delays of nature
to rendering full obedience, cf. Acts 7:2, 3.
Abram was called, but Terah leads; delay re-
sults, from which death delivers. The lesson
suggested is that God’s Word and call must be
given first place, that full progress depends up-
on obedience, and that nature must be kept sub-
servient to what is of God. Until this lesson
is learned, hindrances arise to our entrance
upon God’s full blessing. For the Christian, the
truth of being dead and risen with Christ appre-
hended and maintained brings deliverance and
future progress.

ch. 12:1-3. The call and promises of God.
Note seven features, and their link with the
history: (1) “Unto a land I will show thee”’—
12: 5-14: 24, in which we see Abram enters the
land, and after recovery from Egypt, the Lord
shows it to him, and tells him to walk through
it; it is as thus established in his proper place
that the victory and blessing of ch. 14 follows.
(2) ““I will make of thee a great nation’—ch.
15, in which God unfolds His purpose as to
Abram’s seed and the inheritance of the land.
(3) “I will bless thee’’—chs. 16, 17, in which
God unfolds the way in which He will bless
Abram. (4) ‘‘And make thy name great’’—ch.
18 shows that he is great as being in the place
of intimacy with God, characterized by promise,
revelation, and intercession (see vs. 18, 19; 2
Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8); (5) ‘““‘And thou shalt
be a blessing’’—ch. 19, Sodom judged (type of
the world), Lot preserved' note it is Abraham
who is r d b hovah so that he is
the channel of blessing. (6) “I will bless them,”
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[12:4 to 20]

GENESIS

all families of the earth be blessed. 4 So
Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was
seventy and five years old when he departed
out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their
substance that they had gathered, and the souls
that they had gotten in Haran; and they went
forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into
the land of Canaan they came. 6 And Abram
passed through the land unto the place of
hhSichem, unto the plain of iMoreh. And the
Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And the
Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy

seed will I give this land: and there builded he

an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.
8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain
on the east of iBeth-el, and pitched his tent,
having Beth-el on the west, and *Hai on the
east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord,
and called upon the name of the Lord.

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward

the south. 10 And there was a famine in the
land: and Abram went down into !Egypt to
sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in
the land. 11 And it came to pass, when he
was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said
unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that
thou art a fair woman to look upon: 12 there-
fore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians
shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his
wife: and they will kill me, but they will save
thee alive. 13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my
sister: that it may be well with me for thy
sake; and my soul shall live because of
thee. 14 And it came to pass, that, when
Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians
beheld the woman that she was very fair. 15 The
princes also of mPharaoh saw her, and com-
mended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was
taken into Pharaoh’s house.
Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep,
and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and
maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 17
And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18
And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is
this that thou hast done unto me? why didst
thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 19 Why
saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have
taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold
thy wife, take her, and go thy way.
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and
,t'hes;' sdent him away, and his wife, and all that
e had.

kh shoulder (as a place for burden).

i teacher.

J house of God. Cf. ch. 28:19; 35:1; 1 Kings
12:29; 13:1-5; 2 Kings 10:29; 23:4-20; Jer.
48:13; Amos 3:14; 5:5, 6.

k the heap (of ruins).

U double straits.

m his nakedness; others give, prince, or king. !

ANNOTATIONS—continued

etc.—ch. 20, Abraham in the Philistines’ land:
both curse and blessing are shown. God brings
a curse upon Abimelech and his people, and in
response to Abraham’s prayer He removes it,

|
|
|

|

God’s glory.
16 And he entreated | Hatid

20 And '

i principle of the Divine ways with man,

'
|

they having first bestowed blessing on Abraham;
(7) “And in thee,’”” etc.—ch. 21, Isaac born;
Hagar and Ishmael; Abimelech’s covenant; here
we may see the heavenly family, the earthly
family, and the nations—all blesesd.

vs. 4-6. The journey into the land—obedience
rendered, bringing to the place of service
(Sichem) and instruction (Moreh), double bless-
ing reaped through obedience to God’s revealed
will.

vs. 7, 8. God with Abram in his place as a
pilgrim-worshipper. The Lord now appears again
to Abram, the first occurrence of this of which
we hear since his call in Ur. God requires
obedience to what He has given, before He can
give more. Now for the first time we read of
Abram’s altar; none is mentioned at Haran. In
full obedience comes power for worship, and he
is marked as a pilgrim (the tent), he is not a
city-dweller. He cannot settle down with the
Canaanites (v. 6), who are to be judged in due
course, meanwhile Heb. 11:9, 10. Note these
significant features: Mountain—the spiritual
elevation to which the exercise of faith leads;
Eastward, the place of the sunrise, it suggests
God’s glory; Bethel, the house of God, sug-
gesting divine fellowship in the light of the
glory; the Tent, pilgrim-spirit marks the man
of faith in this place; on the West, which
speaks of the world’s seductive influences (the
relaxing and pleasurable wind from the sea);
Hai on the east—from the east come the hot,
withering desert winds, the hostile, adverse in-
fluences of the world, and its opposition to
Here faith finds these things re-
lated, it rejoices in hope of God’s glory, and
boasts in tribulation, the secret of doing this is
to account the world a judged thing. Viewed in
the light of God’s glory it is a heap of ruins.
Thus faith overcomes.

Chs. 12:9 to 13:18. — THE DESCENT TO
EGYPT, a departure from the place of blessing,
resulting in deception and wrong associations.
Deliverance, return, and renewed fellowship with
God, but not without the test caused by conflict-
ing interests, a consequence of the previous
failure.

vs. 9, 10. Movement independent of God—no di-
rection received or guidance sought. A famine
often a means of testing, Cf. ch. 26:1; 42:5;
Ruth 1:1; 2 Sam. 21:1; 24:13; Ps. 105: 16;
Amos 8:11.

vs. 11-13. Refusal to own relationship, decep-
tion, and false testi y d of
independent action and self-seeking.

vs. 14-16. Reaping what is sown—an abiding

The

hip and enjoy of Sarai is lost.
‘When fleshly wisdom and motives guide our con-
duct, though material resources may increase
(which later brings their own sting), there is
spiritual loss, and failure to enjoy our proper
portion.

vs. 17-20. The Lord’s interposition brings de-
liverance and separation.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and
his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him,
into the south. 2 And Abram was very rich in
cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went
on his journeys from the south even to Beth-el,
unto the place where his tent had been at the
beginning, between Beth-el and Hai; 4 unto the
place of the altar, which he had made there at
the first: and there Abram called on the name
of the Lord. 5 And Lot also, which went
with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.
6 And the land was not able to bear them, that
they might dwell together: for their substance
was great, so that they could not dwell to-
gether. 7 And there was a strife between the
herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen ot
Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the "Peiiz-
zite dwelt then in the land. 8 And Abram said
unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee,
between me and thee, and between my herdmen
and thy herdmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not
the whole land before thee? separate thyself,
I pray thee, from me: if thou will take the left
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou de-
part to the right hand, then I will go to the
left. 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and be-
held all the plain of °Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before the Lord destroyed
»Sodom and ?9Gomorrah, even as the garden of
the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest
unto 7Zoar, 11 Then Lot chose him all the plain
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they
separated themselves the one from the other.
12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot
dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom
were wicked and sinners before the Lord
exceedingly. 14 And the Lord said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated from him,
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the
place where thou art northward, and southward,
and eastward, and westward: 15 for all the
land which thou seest to thee will I give it, and
to thy seed for sever. 16 And I will make
thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a
man can number the dust of the earth, then
shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise,
walk through the land in the length of it and in
the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.
18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and
ssdwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in
Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

1And it came to pass in the
*Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal
king of nations; 2 that these made war with
Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is
Zoar. 3 All these were joined together in the
vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 4 Twelve

days of
king of

n villager; perhaps, rustic.

© their descent; or, he will bring down.

v fettered.

¢ bondage.

7 bringing low.

s Ch. 12:7: 17:8; 26:3; 28:13; Ps.
105: 11; Jer. 30:3; Ezek. 28:25; Rom. 11:29.

ss by the oaks of Mamre—causing fatness.
Hebron—communion.

* See Appendix for meaning of names
vers. 1-10.

in

years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 And in the
fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the
kings that were with him, and smote the
Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzim
in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim,
6 and the Horites in their mount Seir, unto
El-paran, which is by the wilderness. 7 And
they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is
Kadesh, and smote all the country of the
Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt
in Hazezon-tamar. 8 And there went out the

ANNOTATIONS—continued

ch. 13: 1-4. Return to the place of the tent. Re-
covery brings us back to the place from which
we departed. Our waywardness proves to be
lost time. Cf. Num. 6:12. Now again Abram
has his altar, and calls upon the name of the
Lord—things not connected with him in Egypt.
Worship and dependence mark him again.

vs. 5-13. Tested but overcoming. Abram will
not strive nor choose for himself. Lot is the
contrast; not having learned the same lesson as
Abram, he chooses what most looks like Egypt,
it had woven its web over his soul. For him
material advantages were first, this leads into
Sodom. Cf. Matt. 6:25-34; 1 Tim. 6:6-19;
1 John 2:15-17; 5:19; 2 Tim. 4: 10.

vs. 14-18. The perfect result for faith according
to the Divine measure. Abram endures and
reaps the blessing. In contrast to Lot whose
portion is limited to his own meagre choice,
Abram is given to view the wide extent of his
God-given portion, to know that his seed will
be innumerable and his privilege is to walk
through all the land. Note the names. The
altar is d with obedi to God’'s call
(ch. 12); with recovery out of failure (13:4);
and now with fellowship in separation to God,
dependence upon God, and the knowledge of
God’s mind.

Chs. 14, 15.—FAITH THROUGH CONFLICT
and victory brought to know the Divine re-
sources, reward, and assurance.

ch. 14: 1-12. The worldly combat. This narra-
tive once denounced as myth, and without ‘‘one
traditional event as its foundation,”” has been
proved accurate in its details of geography, the
cities mentioned, the kings and their territory,
the fact of Elamic overlordship in Babylonia,
Elam being indeed one of the great empires of
this period whose armies exerted control in
Syria and Canaan and conducted their move-
ments all the way from the Euphrates to the
Mediterranean. These confirmations have come
from the explorations and discoveries made in
recent years in these regions, utterly routing
the critics in their infidel attacks upon Scripture.
But aside from such interesting studies there
is the spiritual meaning of this conflict. It
presents the struggle of conflicting forces in
the world, concentrated in two confederacies, one
Elamic, the other Sodomic; the former identi-
fied with the idolatrous religion of the world,
the seat and development of which is found in
Babylonia; the latter identified with utter cor-
ruption through lust. Lot is caught in this
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king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and
the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and
the king of Bela, (the same is Zoar;) and t!)ey
joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;
9 with Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and
with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king
of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four S
with five. 10 And the vale of Siddim was full
of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that
remained fled to the mountain. 11 And they
took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and
all their victuals, and went their way. 12 And
they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt
in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.

13 And there came one that had escaped, and
told Abram the “Hebrew; for he dwelt vin the
plain of Mamre the wAmorite, brother of
7Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were
confederate with Abram. 14 And when Abram
heard that his brother was taken captive, he
armed his trained servants, born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued
them unto ¥Dan. 15 And he divided himself
against them, he and his servants, by night,
and smote them, and pursued them unto ?Hobah.
which is on the left hand of 2Damascus. 16 And
he brought back all the goods, and also brought
again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the
‘women also, and the people. 17 And the king
of Sodom went out to meet him, after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and of e
kings that were with him, at the valley of
Shaveh, which is the ’s dale. 18 And
bdMelchizedek king of cSalem brought forth bread
and wine; and he was the priest of dthe most
high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said,
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor
of heaven and earth: 20 and blessed be the
most high God, which hath delivered thine
enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes
of all. 21 And the king of Sodom said unto
Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods
to thyself. 22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand unto the
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of
heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take from
a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will
not take any thing that is thine, lest thou
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: 24 save
only that which the young men have eaten, and
the portion of the men which went with me,
¢Aner, Eshcol, and ¢Mamre; let them take
their portion.

t Recent authorities identify this king with the
celebrated Semitic king and author of the now
famous code of laws which bears his name—
Hammurabi (See Chronological tables). As king
of Shinar, Amraphel appears as a successor of
Nimrod.

% —an Eberite.

v by the oaks of

w a sayer.

a cluster.
judging: a judge.

hiding: affectionate,

sackcloth (weaver) is going about.

king of righteousness. Cf. Heb. 7; Ps. 110.
at peace: complete: perfect.

Heb., El Elyon. First occurrence, same in
vs. 19, 20, 22. El is singular (Elohim, plural,
ch. 1:1), God is one in nature and essence.
This name signifies the omnipotence and abso-
lute preeminence of God. For examples of its

Cf. ch. 11:14; 41:12.

x
y
a
b
c
d

ANNOTATIONS—continued

swirling torrent of world-struggle, and so will
be every one who loves the world and its things,
this leads to idolatrous captivity. By contrast
Abram dwells in a secret place to which the
surge of conflict does not reach, it is all around
him but he remains unmolested. Cf. Ps. 91; Phil.
4:4-9; Ps. 37; Isa. 26: 3-9.

vs. 13-16. The energy of faith. Cf. Jude 20-23;
1 Tim. 6:11, 12; Gal. 6:1, 2, 7-10; 2 Sam. 23:
9-17; Judges 7; Heb. 11. Abram is the Hebrew,
the pilgrim, seeker of a heavenly city.

vs. 17-20. The blessing of God. What a con-
trast! Sodom’s king, ruler of a kingdom filled
with corruption and violence soon to be swept
with the fire of God’s wrath; Melchizedek, king
of righteousness, king of peace—type of Christ
as King-Priest in the power and glory of endless
life (Heb. 6: 20—8: 13). The portion enjoyed in
communion—bread and wine—are the memorials
of that work upon which rests the glory of the
place and office typified in Melchizedek (Heb.
1:3; 2:9, 10, 17; 5: 5-10; 10: 9-25).

vs. 21-24. The victory of faith. The world and
its prince spread their portion in vain before the
one who knows, loves, and holds communion
with the Son of God. Cf. 1 John 5: 1-5, 18-21.
Interpreting the bread and wine as the memorials
of Christ’s sacrificial work, as Melchizedek is
a type of Christ in the place of glory, power,
and blessing which He fills because of the ac-
complished sacrifice, we have suggested lessons
of death and judgment which bear upon both the
believer and the world, flesh, devil; while as
learning those lessons we learn too of identifi-
cation with the One who so suffered as now in
God’s glory, Heir of all, preeminent over all,
who in due time will be manifested in glory with
all His associate sons. It is the power of such
things in the soul that enables the believer to
reject all that this Sodomic world may offer.
There is the sustenance of life (bread), and the
joy and fruit of life (wine) through the sacri-
fice, and this abides as faith’s portion in the
hands of the great Priest of endless life.

use see Gen. 17:1; 21:33; Ex. 20:5; Deut.
4:31; 7:9,21; 10:17; 32: 4; Josh. 3:10; 22; 22;
1 Sam. 2:3; Isa. 7:14 (Immanuel—Christ);
9:16 (Christ); Dan. 9: 44. Elyon, the most high,
Iso used for first time, and for usage see:
Num. 24:16; Deut, 32:8; 2 Sam. 22:14; Isa.
14: 14; numerous passages in Psalms:; Dan. 3:
26; 4:17, 24, 25, 32, 34; 5:18, 21; with this
title note statement, ‘‘possessor,”’ etc. (vs. 19,
22), that is, as the word implies, Architect or
Builder (Creator) with absolute right of pos-
session (Cf. Deut. 32:8). See Dan. 4:25, 32,
34-37; Rev. 14: 7; and cif. Matt. 11: 25-27; 28:18;
Eph. 1:10.

In v. 22 note Abram joins with these titles
tlfle ?laxrée ‘J‘ehovah (Lord)—an important addition
cf. ch. 2: 4.

€ a lamp swept away.
7 a cluster.
9 causing fatness.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

1 After these things ’the word of the Lord
came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not,

bram: il am thy shield, thy exceeding great
reward. 2 And Abram said, /Lord God, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and
the steward of my house is this ¥Eliezer of
!Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, to
me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born
in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold,
the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,
This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall
come forth out of thine own bowels shall be
thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the
stars, if thou be able to number them: and he
said unto him, So shall ¢hy seed !lbe. 6 And
he mbelieved in the Lord; and he counted it to
him for righteousness. And he said unto
him, am the Lord that nbrought thee out of
oUr of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to
inherit it. 8 And he said, Lord God, whereby
shall I know that I shall inherit it? 9 And he
said unto him, Take me a heifer of three years
old, and a she goat of three years old,
and a ram of three years old, and a turtle
dove, and a young pigeon. 10 And he took unto
him all these, and divided them in the midst,
and laid each piece one against another: but the
birds divided he not. 11 And when the fowls
came down upon the carcases, Abram drove
them away. 12 And when the sun was going
down, a Pdeep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, a
horror of great darkness fell upon him. 13 And
he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that as
not theirs, and shall serve them; and they
shall afflict them ¢four hundred ¢¢years; 14 and
also that nation, whom they shall serve, will
1 rjudge: and afterward shall they come out
with great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to
thy fathers in peace; sthou shalt be buried in a
good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation
they shall come hither again: for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet full. 17 And it came
to pass, that, when the sun went down, ana it
was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp that passed between those pieces.
18 In that same day the Lord made a covenant
with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given
this ssland, from the river of !Egypt unto the

® First occur.

] Implies action of a person,
manifest
P epr

ed by speech,

is emphatic in_the original: I, Jehovah,
thy Protector standing between you and all harm
--‘‘reward”’ in the sense of compensation, Abram
had refused the riches of Sodom’s king. Cf.
Heb. 11:24-26; Phil. 3:7-14.

J Adoni Jehovah—first occur. of Adoni, which
means one who has _authority, and as thus
applied, the Supreme Lord, Sovereign-Lord, the
One who disposes in all matters; see again v. 8,
How suited the use of this title in view of what
Abram asks and Jehovah pledges in the chapter.
Cf. Acts 10: 36: Rev. 1:5; 19: 11-16.

k God of help.

! See 14: 15.

il Rom. 4:18.

m Rom. 4: 3. 18-25; Gal. 3: 6, 16; Heb, 11: 12.

n Acts 7:1-7; Heb. 11: 8.

o See ch. 11:28, 31.

P Gen. 2:21.

2 See Chronological tables.

a9 _Acts 7:6, 7

* Ex. chs. 12-14; Neh. 9: 6-12; Ps. 78:11-14;
Acts 7: 36. e s 78:11-14

s Gen, 25:7, 8,

ss Acts 7: 5.

t double straits.

| ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 15.—FAITH in exercise as to the fulfilment
of God’s Word.

vs. 1. God, for faith, both protection and re-
ward. The rejected world may scorn, oppose, per-
secute—‘‘I am thy shield.”” This rejection en-
tails present loss—‘‘I am thy exceeding great
reward (lit., ‘wages’).”

vs. 2, 3. God has declared Himself, faith lays
hold of the revelation and gives expression to
its exercise, it desires the manifestation of God
in those characters of which He has spoken.
In God is the sufficiency, from Him must come
the provision.

vs. 4, 5. God’s answer—the one Seed, Christ, cf.
Gal. 3:16; the multitudinous seed, cf. Rom. 4:
18; Gal. 3:29; Heb. 2:16.

v. 6. Faith’s response, and God’s reckoning. Cf.
Rom. 4: 3, 5, 9, 10, 22-24; Gal. 3: 6; James 2: 23.
It is important to understand the force of this
passage in the light of its use in the New Test.
Abram believed God, God reckoned his faith for
(eis) righteousness. It is not ‘‘instead of,’’ since
man has no righteousness of his own; nor “‘as,”
since man cannot produce it in acts of that
quality, and because of this “faith’’ is ac-
counted a work of merit bringing about his
acceptance with God; it is not declaring the
value of faith, but the state in which the be-
liever was (and is) reckoned or accounted to be
(Rom. 4:11); Abram, and those who like him
believe, are accounted to be righteous—it means
the state of the person in God’s sight. The
state before was ‘‘ungodly,”” but through faith,
that of being ‘‘justified’’ (Rom. 4:5 with 3: 21-
26), it is thus God sees the believer. The one
lacking righteousness is justified on the prin-
ciple of faith, not works, it is not connected
with works which deserve it, but God’s grace to
him who works not. Therefore, it is not faith
considered as a work of merit, that would deny
that the blessing is ‘“not of works;’’ it is that
faith (implicit trust in what God reveals) brings
into righteousness as the condition before God,
it is how the believer now stands, whereas be-
fore he stood as ungodly. As ungodly there
was ungodliness in act; as now justified there is
righteousness in act, and this too is ‘‘faith’”
(as seed and fruit are related), thus Enoch,
for example, walked with God, had the testi-
mony of pleasing Him, but without faith it is
impossible so to do (Gen. 5:22, 24; Heb. 11:
5, 6). Thus believing God issues in righteous-
ness of act by which the believer stands jus-
tified before men; this is the link which James
establishes between Gen. 15 and 22.

v. 7. God again declares Himself—the call and
the realization of its blessi are i -able
with Him, to be brought out means surely to be
brought in, the end is certain from the begin-
gining. Cf. Phil. 1:6; 1 Cor. 1:8, 9; Jude
24, 25; 1 Pet. 5:10, 11; Rom, 8: 28-31.

v. 8. Faith again lays hold of this revelation
as shown by the expression of its exercise.

vs. 9-21. Assured possession of the promised in-
heritance through God known in sacrifice, resur-
rection, and judgment according to righteous-
ness. We have seen the righteousness of faith
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great river, the river uEuphrates: 19 the
tKenites, and the wKenizzites, and the rKad-
monites, 20 and the VHittites, and the zPeriz-
zites, and the «Rephaim, 21 and the VAmorites,
and the cCanaanites, and the dGirgashites, and
the ¢Jebusites.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Now /Sarai, Abram’s wife,
children: and she had a handmaid, an Egyptian,
whose name was ¢Hagar. 2 And Sarai said
unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath re-
strained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in
unto my maid; it may be that I may cbtain
children by her.
voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai, Abram’s
dweit ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave
her to her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived:
and when she saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 And
Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon
thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom;
and when she saw that she had conceived, I was
despised in her eyes: the Lord judge between
me and thee. 6 But Abram said unto Sarai,
Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it
pleaseth thee. nd when Saral dealt hardly
with her, she fled from her face. 7 And the
iangel of the Lord found her by a fountain of
water in the wilderness, by the f in the

bare him no !

And Abram "hearkened to the |
wife, took !
Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had |

‘relanon to angelic form may strengthen this

| thought, pointing thus to_ the g¢ne Mediator be-
tween God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.

Angels occupied an important place in relation

to the Law, see Gal. 3:19; Acts 7:53; Heb.
2:2; Ps. 68:17.
Angels are subject to Christ, 1 Pet. 3:22.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

(6), the heirship of faith (7), and now it is the
experience of faith in fellowship with God by
which His faithful ways are known.

The sacrifice—assured fulfilment of all pledged
to Abram by God whose activity to this end
is set forth in the smoking furnace, symbol of
fiery trial; and the burning lamp, symbol of the
light and guidance of God; both of these to
be known amid the darkness, symbol of evil
power, and the death-like sleep, man’s im-
notency to accomplish, God alone sufficient for
this, while it must be sufficiency shown in power
according to resurrection. Doubtless Israel is in
view, as it is that nation which will inherit the
land here promised, the period of Egyptian
oppression, the 400 years (v. 13) extending to
that time (see chronological charts) and during
which the Amorite iniquity comes to its full
ri and ultimate judgment. So too since

© fruitfulness.

v a smith: a fabricator.

w gentilic and patronymic of Kenaz—hunter,
or hunting.
dﬂ(,l(,nti

¥ patronymic of Heth—terror.
= rustic: squatter (7).

« the dead: giants: healers.
b a sayer.

gentilic of Canaan—a trafficker.

a stranger sojourning (?)

gentilic of Jebus—he will be trodden down.
my princess.
ensnaring; or, fugitive.
ch. 3:12. It is not simply hearing, but
obeying, and so what is not of God’s order issues

in s;cirxfe and confusion.
i

~aan

14

rst occur. The word means one gomg or
sent on some errand or service, hence ’
senger. It is used of men, e. g., ch. H
Num. 20:14; of prophets, 2 Chron. 36: 15 16,

of hea\enly spxrxt beings, as Ps. 91:11; 103: 20;
104: 4; also Zech. 3:1-6; Mal, 2:7; 3:1.
V. T. usage corresponds with O‘ T. Ci. Luke

7:24; 2 Cor. 12:17; we read o

The angels of the Son of ’\/Ian. Matt. 13:41;
the Father’s angels, Matt. 16:27; angels of
God in heaven; angels of heaven; holy angels,

Matt. 22:30; 24:36; 25: 31. Mlghty angels, 2
Thess. 1:7; elect, 1 Tim. 21; they worship,
Heb. 1:6; they minister to the heirs of sal-

vation, Heb.

There are t‘a]len angels:
2:4; e 6.

The" expression here, ‘‘angel of Jehovah,” of
frequent occurrence in ., is identified with
Jehovah Himself in the context of a number of
passages, cf. v. 13; 22:11, 12; 31:11, 13; 48:
16; Ex. 3:2-15; 23:20-23 'with 33:14, 15.
This expression intimates a greater distance than
when the approach of God is made without any
mention of angelic form as a medium, and it
may suggest what is mediatorial in character in
the manifestations God is thus pleased to give
of Himself; that the form of man is found in

Matt. 25:41; 2 Pet.

S,

the coming of the true Seed, there have been
centuries of waiting until the mystery of in-
iquity reach its fulness, then the withering
blast of God’s judgment administered by Christ,
after which entrance upon the redeemed posses-
sion in the kingdom-glory.

Note these seven features: (1) Sacrifice—the
means by which God ever pledges Himself to
accomplish His purpose; (2) the fowl—the op-
posing enemy whose aim is destruction; (3)
Abram drove, etc.—faith’s conflict with these
evil forces; (4) the sleep and darkness—the
lesson of man’s impotency, of death to all that
man is in himself; (5) furnace—the trial as
under God’s governmental ways, cf. Isa. 48: 10;
Deut. 4: 20; Jer. 11: 4; (6) lamp—God with His
people and so their fmal vmtory, cf Isa. 62:
1-12; (7)

Chs. 16, 17.—FAITH in exercise as to the way
of accomplishment. Failure comes through self-
effort, and lack of dependence upon God. When
not only has this effort brought forth its un-
happiness and strife, but any further hope in hu-
man resources is at an end, then God comes in
to reaffirm the promises in connection with which
He institutes that sign of the covenant which is
a type of judgment upon flesh, it being set aside
that God’s way of blessing may be realized.

Ch.16:1-4. Under provocation of circumstances,
fleshly haste is yielded to and its way adopted.
In this way the true relationship which God
owns becomes despised. We may learn from
this chapter how in man’s experience law is
opposed to grace, flesh to Spirit, fleshly con-
fidence to faith. Thus we are not to begin in
the Spirit and seek to be perfected in flesh. Cf.
Gal. 3:3 and ch. 4. Hagar, the Egyptian, re-
minds of the fleshly failure in Egvpt (ch. 12);
also a figure of the law-covenant, suggesting
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[16:8to 17:17]

way to /Shur. 8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s
maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt
thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of |
my mistress Sarai. 9 And the angel of the Lord |
said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and sub-
mit thyself under her hands. 10 And the angel
of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thyi
seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered
for multitude. 11 And the angel of the Lord
said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and
shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name |
kIshmael; because the Lord hath heard thy |
affliction. 12 And he will be a wild man, his !
hand will be against every man, and ever

man’s hand against him: and he shall dwell in |
the presence of all his brethren. 13 And she
called the name of the Lord that spake unto
her, !Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I
also here looked after him that seeth me? |
14 Wherefore the well was called mBeer-lahai- |
roi: behold, it is between nKadesh and ¢Bered.
15 And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram
called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, !
Ishmael. 16 And Abram was fourscore and six !
years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

1 And when Abram was ninety years old and
nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto
him, I am the PAlmighty God; walk before me,
and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my
covenant between me and thee, and will multiply
thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his
face: and ¢God talked with him, saying, 4 As
for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and
thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5 Neither
shall thy name any more be called 7Abram, but
thy name shall be sAbraham; for a father of !
many nations have I made ssthee. 6 And
will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will
make nations of thee, and kings shall.
come out of thee. 7 And I will establish
my covenant between me and thee and thy seed |
after thee in their generations, for an ever- |
lasting covenant, to be a ¢God unto thee and
to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto
thee, and to thy seed after thee, fthe land
wherein thcu art a stranger, all the land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I
will be their ¢God. 9 And God said unto
Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant there-
fore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their
generations. 10 This is my covenant, which ye
shall keep, between me and you and thy seed
after thee; Every man child among you shall be
!icircumcised. 11 And ye shall circumcise the
flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token
of the covenant betwixt me and you. 12 And he
that is eight days old shall be cir ised

J beheld: rampart (as point of observation).

® God will hear. i

! “Thou art the God (E1) who reveals Himself,
for she said, Also here have I seen after He has
revealed Himself”” (New Trans.).

m well of the living (one) seeing me.

n conlsecrated (set apart for purpose).

¢ hail.

7 El1 Shaddai, first occur. God who is strong,
irresistible, able both to kill and make alive, so
almighty, particularly to supply every need. Cf.
Isa. 13: 6; Joel 1:15; Rev, 1:

2 Elohim,

r father is exalted.

s father of a great multitude.

$s Rom. 4:17.

t Acts 7:5.

tt Acts 7:8; Rom. 4:11.

% my princess.

uu she has become princess.

v hecome nations.

ANNOTATIONS—continued
the relation of it to man in the flesh, by which
his sinfulness, and its weakness to accomplish
blessing, instead bringing curse, is demonstrated.
Cf. Rom. 3:19, 20; 5:20; 10: 1-4; Gal. 3: 3-5,
10-12, 19-24. Hagar and her seed answer to
Israel according to the flesh.

vs. 5 to 16. FLESHLY pride leads to conflict
and humiliation.
vs. 5-8. Insubjection—Sarai unwilling to take

blame puts it on Abram; Hagar, whose con-
tempt was unjustifiable, flees rather than sub-
mit.

v. 9. Submission required—precedency of grace
over law, of true relationship over false be-

1 | cause of the flesh.

vs. 10-12. The seed and its character—like be-
gets like.

vs. 13, 14. Seen of God, yet allowed to live.

vs. 15, 16. Reaping—the presence and effect of
what the flesh produced to be experience until
the true seed comes (ch. 21:9, 10). Christ
formed in us gives power to overcome (Gal.
4:19). Ishmael born 16 years after Abram’s
call, 11 years after his entry of Canaan; in an-
other 14 years Isaac is born.

Ch. 17:1-8. Man having wrought and failed, and
now past hope, God reveals Himself as the
Almighty. Though man is helpless in death,
God is the God of resurrection. Cf. Rom. 4:
16-25; 2 Cor. 1:9; Eph. 2:1-10. Here it is
not what God is to Abram, but what He is in
Himself, in the light of this Abram is to walk.

among you, every man child in your generations,
he that is born in the house, or bought with
money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.
13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is
bought with thy money, must needs be circum-
cised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh
for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the
uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his
foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be
cut off from his people; he hath broken my
covenant. 15 And God said unto Abraham,
As for uSarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her
name Sarai, but %“uSarah shall her name be.
16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also
of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall vbhe
a mother of nations; kings of people shall be
of her. 17 Then Abraham fell upon his face,
and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child

be born unto him that is a hundred years old?

Thr it is what God will do. In token
of this Abram becomes Abraham; and later
Sarai becomes Sarah, for by her and not another
shall the seed come (15, 16). Sovereign and
infinite power, abounding grace, everlasting in-
heritance. Cf. Eph. 1.

vs. 9-14. Cir isi Over God as
almighty is the token or sign that man is
nothing, that the lesson of cutting off belongs
to him. Cf. Col. 2: 11; 2 Cor. 4: 10; the pres-
ence of the God of resurrection and the lesson
of death as to ourselves go together, it is thus
the way of fruitfulness is realized.

vs. 15-22. Sarah’s son—Isaac—the true seed,
type of Christ, the depository of all blessing.
Cf. Col. 2: 9-19. Verse 20 gives us Israel’s bless-
ing by contrast.
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and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?
18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael
might live before thee! 19 And God said,
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed;
and thou shalt call his name wIsaac: and I
will establish my covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant, Tand with his seed after
him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee:
Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him
fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly;
twelve princes shall he beget, and 1 will make
him a great nation. 21 But my covenant will
I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear
unto thee at this set time in the next year.
22 And he left off talking with him, and God
went up from Abraham. 23 And Abraham
took Ishmael his son, and all that were born
in his house, and all that were bought with
his money, every male among the men of
Abraham’s house; and circumcised the flesh of
their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had
said unto him. 24 And Abraham was ninety
years old and nine, when he was circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his
son was thirteen years old, when he was cir-
cumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 In
the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and
Ishmael his son. 27 And all the men of his

them to bring them on the way. 17 And the
Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing
which I do; 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and call
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?
19 For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice
and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
20 And the Lord said, Because the cry of
dSodom and Gomorrah is great, and because
their sin is very grievous, 21 I will go down
now, and see whether they have done altogether
according to the cry of it, which is come unto
me; and if not, I will know.

22 And the men turned their faces from
thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham
stood yet before the Lord. 23 And Abraham
drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the
righteous with the wicked? 24 Peradventure
there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt
thou also destroy and not spare the place for
the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That
be far from thee to do after this manner, to
slay the righteous with the wicked; and that
the righteous should be as the wicked, that be
far from thee: shall not the Judge of all the

house, born the house, and with
;}qoney of the stranger, were circumcised with
im.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

1 And the Lord appeared unto him %in the

plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door
in the heat of the day; 2 and he lifted up his
eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by
him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet
them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground, 3 and said, My Lord, if now
I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away,
I pray thee, from thy servant: 4 let a little
water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5 and
I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye
your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for
therefore are ye come to your servant. And
they said, So do, as thou hast said.
6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto
Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly <three
measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes
upon the hearth. 7 And Abraham ran unto the
herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and
gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to
dress it. 8 And he took butter, and milk, and
the calf which he had dressed, and set it before
them; and he stood by them under the tree, and
they did eat.

9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah
thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.
10 And he said, I will certainly return unto
thee according to the time of life; and, lo,
Sarah thy wife shall have a ¢son. And Sarah
heard in the tent door, which was behind him.
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well
stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah
after the manner of women. 12 Therefore Sarah
laughed within herself, saying, After I am
waxed old shall I have pleasure, my @¢c¢lord
being old also? 13 And the Lord said unto
Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying,
Shall I of a surety bear a child, wl am
old? 14 Is any thing too Phard for the Lord?
At the time appointed I will return unto thee,
according to the time of life, and Sarah shall
have a son. 15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I
laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said,
bdNay; but thou didst laugh.

16 And the men rose up from thence, and
looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with

w he shall laugh.

Z for his, etc.

¥ by the oaks.

z three seahs—about three pecks (note three
men)

@ Rom. 9: 9

aa 1 Pet. 3: 6.

4 wonderful Note the word here used is a
title of Christ in Isa, 9: 6 and Isaac whose birth
is the subject here is a type of Christ; the word
also appears in Judges 13: 19 rendered ‘‘secret’’
—an interesting connection, We have omnipotence
here. Cf. Matt. 19: 26; Mk. 10: 27.

> And here omniscience, for Sarah did not
Jaugh audibly, but within herself; hence she de-
nied, but here was One who sees within and knows
the thought of the heart. Cf. Mk. 2: 6-8; John

2: 24, 25.

¢ ch. 12: 3.

4 Sodom—fettered. ~Gomorrah—hondage. Cf.
Deut. : 14; Ezek. 16:

32:32; Isa. 1:10; Jer. 23
46; Matt. 11: 23; Rev. 11: 8.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

vs. 23-27. The obedience of faith by which it is
evident that God is believed both as to the
revelation given of Himself and the purposes He
has disclosed.

Ch. 18, FAITH in the place of power with

God, enjoying fellowship, receiving revelations,
d in inter (Note of the

features in ch. 19, it shows the moral difference
between the tent door and the gate of Sodom).

vs. 1-5. God known—faith’s intelligence.

vs. 6-8. Christ the substance—faith’s feast.
Christ, the perfect man (6), the servant and sac-
rifice (7). In presenting these faith serves (8).

vs. 9-15. God’s sufficlency—faith’s fruitfulness
through God’s quickening power.

vs. 16-21. God’s ways with which faith be-
comes acquainted. Cf. 2 Pet. 3.

vs. 22, 23. Faith’s intercession. Cf. James 5:16.

This chapter affords a striking and beautiful
picture of liberty through grace in communion
with God. It is what grows out of the lessons
of ch. 17.
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earth do right? 26 And the Lord said, If I
find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city,
then I will spare all the place for their sakes.
27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold
now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the
Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 28 Per-
adventure there shall lack five of the fifty right-
eous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of
five? And he said, If I find there forty and
five, I will not destroy it. 29 And he spake
unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure
there shall be forty found there. And he said.
I will not do it for forty’s sake. 30 And
he said, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I
will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be
found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I
find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now,
I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord:
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.
And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s
sake. 32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak yet but this once:
Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he
said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 33 And
the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left
communing with Abraham: and Abraham re-
turned unto his place.

CHAPTER NINETEEN

1 And there came two angels to Sodom at
even; and ¢Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and
Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he
bowed himself with his face toward the ground;
2 and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in,
I pray you, into your servant’s house, and
tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye
shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And
they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street
all night. 3 And he pressed upon them greatly;
and they turned in unto him, and entered into
his house; and he made them a feast, and did
bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 4 But
before they lay down, the men of the city, the
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both
old and young, all the people from every quarter:
5 and they called unto Lot, and said unto him,
Where are the men which came in to thee this
night? bring them out unto us, that we may
know them. 6 And Lot went out at the door
unto them, and shut the door after him, 7 and
said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.
8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have
not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them
out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in
your eyes: only unto these men do nothing;
for therefore came they under the shadow of my
roof. 9 And they said, Stand back. And they
said, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and
he will needs be a judge: now will we deal

worse with thee than with them. And they
pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and
came near to break the door. 10 But the

men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into
the house to them, and shut to the door. 11 And
they smote the men that were at the door of the
house with blindness, both small and great: so
that they wearied themselves to find the door. 12
And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any
besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy
daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city,
bring out of this place: 13 for we will destroy
this place, because the cry of them is waxen
great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord
hath sent us to destroy it. 14 And Lot went
out, and spake unto his sons in law, which
married his daughters, and said, Up, get you
out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this
city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto
his sons in law.

[18:26 to 19:28]
! 15 And when the morning arose, then the
angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy

wife, and thy two daughters, which are here;
lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of tl?e
city. 16 And while he lingered, the men laid
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his
wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters;
the Lord being merciful unto him: and they
brought him forth, and set him _ without the
city. 17 And it came to pass, when they had
brought them forth abroad, that he said,
Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither
stay thou in all the plain; escape to the
mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18 And Lot
said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: 19 be-
hold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy
sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which
thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life;
and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some
evil take me, and I die: 20 behold now, this
city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one:
O, let me escape thither, (is it not a little
one?) and my soul shall live. 21 And he said
unto him, See, have accepted thee concerning
this thing also, that I will not overthrow this
city, for the which thou hast spoken. 22 Haste
thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing
till thou be come thither. Therefore the name
of the city was called fZoar.

23 The sun was risen upon the earth when
Lot entered into Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the Lord out of frheaven, 25 and he
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which
grew upon the ground. 26 But his wife looked
back from behind him, and she became a pillar
of gsalt. 27 And Abraham gat up early in the
morning to the place where he stood before the
Lord: 28 and he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain,
and beheld, and, lo. the smoke of the country
went up as the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 19. The contrast to faith and its course
seen in Sodom and Lot. This history shows
the character of the world, corrupt through
lust, and the sad results of self-choice and com-
promise. In contrast to the previous chapter,
there is distance (angels) instead of intimacy of
fellowship (men); there readiness and willing-
ness to stay, here hospitality refused at first,
and only under great pressure do the angels
enter Lot’s house; instead of peace and rest,
there is lust and strife; evil must be provi-
dentially restrained—none to trouble in Abra-
ham’s place; Lot has no power in testimony, he
does not command his household; lingering and
unbelief—sad results of evil associations; Lot
intercedes, but for his own interests only, with
Abraham the need of others occupied him. Here
there is ignorance, no feast, no service in com-
munion, no power; instead vexation, strife, fear,
deb t, and a sh ful end.

This judgment is likened to the days of judg-
ment when the Son of Man comes, Luke 17: 29,
Cf. Jude 7; 2 Pet. 2:6-9; Rev. 11: 8; 2 Thess.
1: 7, 8; Isa. 1:9, 10; 13: 19; Jer. 23: 14; 49: 17,
18; 50: 40; Zeph. 2: 9.

€ ch, 11: 31.

! bringing low.

ff Lk. 17:29; cf. Rev. 14:10.
9 Lk. 17: 32.
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—

came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of
the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow,
when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot
gydwelt.

30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt
in the mountain, and his two daughters with
him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.
31 And the firstborn said unto the younger,
Our father is old, and there is not a man in the
earth to come in unto us after the manner of
all the earth: 32 come, let us make our father
drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we
may preserve seed of our father. 33 And they
made their father drink wine that night: and
the firstborn went in, and lay with her father;
and he perceived not when she lay down, nor
when she arose. 34 And it came to pass on the
morrow, that the firstborn said unto the
younger, Behold, 1 lay yesternight with my
father: let us make him drink wine this night
also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that
we may preserve seed of our father. 35 And
they made their father drink wine that night
also; and the younger arose, and lay with him;
and he perceived not when she lay down, nor
when she arose. 36 Thus were bhoth the
daughters of Lot with child by their father.
37 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his
name "Moab: the same is the father of the

said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou
shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we
shall come, say of me, He is my brother.
14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and

vants, and w vants, and gave them
unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife.
15 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is
before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. 16 And
unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy
brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, ¢he
is to thee a rcovering of the eyes unto all that
are with thee, ¢and with all; thus she was
reproved. 17 So Abraham prayed unto
God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife,
and his maidservants; and they bare children.

vy 2 Pet. 2:06, 7.

h from father.

kh son of my people.

i tribal, i. e., inbred.

J consecrated (set apart for purpose).

% beheld: rampart (as point of observation).

! a sojourning: ruminating.

m my father is king.

n First occur. God’s spokesman to others;
we have seen him already speaking to God for
others, and so again here (v. 17)

o it is for thee, etc.

P ‘‘covering,’”’ etc., is a figurative expression
for recompense.

¢ or, and all this to set thee right.

Moabites unto this day. 38 And the y "y
she also bare a son, and called his name
hBen-ammi: the same is the father of the
children of i{Ammon unto this day.

CHAPTER TWENTY

1 And Abraham journeyed from thence toward
the south country, and dwelt between jKadesh
and #Shur, and sojourned in !Gerar. 2 And
Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my
sister: and mAbimelech king of Gerar sent, and
took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in
a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou
art but a dead man, for the woman which thou
hast taken; for she is a man’s wife. 4 But
Abimelech had not come near her: and he said,
Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?
5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and
she, even she herself said, He is my brother:
in the integrity of my heart and innocency of
my hands have I done this. 6 And God said
unto him in a dream, Yea, 1 know that thou
didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I
also withheld thee from sinning against me:
therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.

7 Now therefore restore the man’s wife; for
he is a 7prophet, and he shall pray for thee,
and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not,
know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and
all that are thine. 8 Therefore Abimelech rose
early in the morning, and called all his servants,
and told all these things in their ears: and the
men were sore afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called
Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou
done unto us? and what have I offended thee,
that thou hast brought on me and on my king-
dom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me
that ought not to be done. 10 And Abimelech
said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou
hast done this thing? 11 And Abraham said, Be-
cause I thought, Surely the fear of God is not
in this place; and they will slay me for my
wife’s sake. 12 And yet indeed she is my sister;
she is the daughter of my father, but not the
daughter of my mother; and she became my
wife. 13 And it came to pass, when God caused
ime to wander from my father’s house, that I

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Chs. 20, 21.—These two chapters are linked to-
gether by reason of the relation with Abimelech
before and after the birth of Isaac; thus there
are three parts: ch. 20; ch. 21:1-21; 21: 22-34.

Ch. 20. This gives us a picture of the failure
and unworthiness of man even when so greatly
blessed and standing on so high a plane as we
see Abraham in ch. 18. It serves to show that
God’s fulfilment of His promises cannot, does
not, find its basis in any merit or measure of
perfectness in the creature; what He does is
accomplished in His own sovereignty and grace.
Note the similarity with the southward journey
of ch., 12. There is first a descent, then deceit,
for in following our own way instead of God’s,
that which we have brought with us from the
land of our nativity (v. 13) rises up to defile
our lives, it is the working of the flesh. With
this there is the fear of man—cowardice instead
of the boldness of faith (vs. 10, 11), and this
is natural to us when out of God’s path.
Through lapse of faith, and so fear, David too
found grief and shame in the Philistines’ land
(1 Sam. 27:29). But God’s mercy is greater
than our miserable failure through fleshly lead-
ings. Through the world itself into whose
power we thus slip, God brings reproof, and
by His providential correction humbles, brings
to confession, and restores, turning our folly
into gain, and then the one who caused shame
is made a means of deliverance to others. Is
it possible that through this departure of
Abraham, the great enemy of God’s purpose
as to the seed, sought opportunity by using
Abimelech to seize Sarah in an effort to pre-
vent fulfilment of the promise? In any case
it shows how only through God’s work is evil
overcome, and His purpose accomplished spite
of what man shows himself to be under most
favorable circumstances.
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[20:18 to 21:30]

T
18 For the Lord had fast closed up all lhe‘
wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of |
Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

{
CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

i

1 And the Lord rvisited Sarah as he had said, |
and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken.
2 For sSarah conceived, and bare Abraham a |
son in his old age, at the set time of which '
God had spoken to him. 3 And Abraham called |
the name of his son that was born unto him,
whom Sarah bare to him, ssIsaac. 4 And
Abraham fcircumcised his son Isaac being eight
days old, as God had commanded him. 5 And
Abraham was a hundred years old, when his
son Isaac was born unto him. 6 And Sarah said,
God hath made me to laugh; all that hear will
laugh with me. 7 And she said, Who would
have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should
have given children suck? for I have borne him
a son in his old age. 8 And the child grew,
and was weaned: and Abraham made a great
feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 9 And
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which
she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. 10 Where-
fore she said unto Abraham, uCast out this
bondwoman and her son: for the son of this
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac. 11 And the thing was very grievous
in Abraham’s sight because of his son. 12 And
God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous
in thy sight because of the lad, and because of
thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto
thee, hearken unto her voice; tvfor in Isaac
shall thy seed be called. 13 And also of the son
of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because
he is thy seed. 14 And Abraham rose up early ,
in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle !
of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it!
on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her |
away: and she departed, and wandered in the |
wilderness of wBeer-sheba. 15 And the water |
was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child |
under one of the shrubs. 16 And she went, and
sat_her down over against him a good way off,
as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not
see the death of the child. And she sat over
against him, and lifted up her voice, and wept.
17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the

Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them
unto Abimelech; and both of them made a
covenant. 28 And Abraham set seven ewe
lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 And
Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these
seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by them-

| selves? 30 And he said, These seven ewe lambs

i. Rom. 4:17-21.
s Heb. 11:11.
ss he shall laugh.
t Acts 7:8.
u Gal. 4: 21-31; cf. Heb. 12: 18-24; Rom. 6: 14.
v Cf. Rom. 9:7-9; Heb. 11:18; Gal. 3:16,
26-29.
w well of the oath.
« their beautifying.
¥ The Ishmaelites, therefore,
mother’s side from the Egyptians.
v¥ ch. 20: 2; 26: 26.
% mouth of all, i. e., commanding.
a know.

descended on

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 21: 1-7. God’s word fulfilled at the appoint-
ed time. This is typical of the bringing in of
Christ, and full blessing realized through Him.
When all natural resource is ended, and as to
man death reigns, then God sent forth His Son.
Cf. 2 Tim. 1: 10; Titus 3: 4-7; 1 Pet. 1: 20; Heb.
9: 26; Gal. 4:4; 1 John 3:5, 8; 4:9, 10; Luke
2: 21-32; Col. 2: 9-11. Circumcision brings death
before us, the judgment of all that flesh is in its
totality; and the eighth day signifies a new
beginning—dead with Christ and now risen with
Christ (Col. 3). With this true and full spiritual
joy is found through God's quickening power
and life in the renewing of the Holy Spirit. It
is the joy of sonship. Cf. Col. 3:16, 17; Gal.
4:6, 7; Rom. 8: 14-17; 5: 1-11.

vs. 8-21. God establishing the son of promise in
his rightful place. Cf. Gal. 3:19-31. Law and
grace cannot dwell together, God did not intend
that they should. Galatians fully presents the
doctrine of which this history is an allegory.

angel of God called to Hagar out of h ,
and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar?
fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the
lad where he is. 18 Arise, lift up the lad, and
hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a
great nation. 19 And God opened her eyes, and
she saw a well of water; and she went, and
filled the bottle with \vater, and gave the lad
drink. 20 And God was with the lad; and he
grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became
an archer. 21 And he dwelt in the wilderness
of zParan: and his mother took him va wife out
of the land of Egypt. 22 And it came to
pass at that time, that yvAbimelech and
2Phichol the chief captain of his host spake
unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all
that thou doest: 23 now therefore swear unto
me here by God, that thou wilt not deal falsely
with me, nor with my son, nor with my son’s
son: but according to the kindness that I have
done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to
the land wherein thou hast sojourned. 24 And
Abraham said, I will swear. 25 And Abraham
reproved Abimelech because of a well of water,
which Abimelech’s servants had violently taken
away. 26 And Abimelech said, I ewot not who
hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell
me, neither yet heard I of it, but today. 27 And

The cir recorded in vs. 12-21 fore-
shadow the history of Israel, the nation of the
law. Though without di or p
before God on the basis of the law, cf. Rom.
9: 31-10: 5, yet God gives promise (v. 13) basad
upon relation to Abraham, that is, it will be
by faith that the blessing will be realized; this
will be finally in a remnant saved and blessed
according to the new covenant. But before that
there is the time of wandering to which death
seems the only issue (14-16). It will be in their
extremity that God will manifest Himself for
salvation, and open their blind eyes to the well
of salvation, and Israel will then know what
Paran means—*‘‘their beautifying,”’ then too will
the world (Egypt) be allied with them in bless-
ing (v. 21) Cf. Isa. 6:9-13; ch. 12; 60: 1-5;
1:9, 25-2:5.

vs. 22-34. God manifestly with His people, once
despised and under reproach and because of
failure humiliated (ch. 20), but now recognized
as in power; able now to reprove, whereas be-
fore the world could reprove when the fear of
man ruled, but now through them the fear of
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GENESIS

shalt thou take of my hand, that they may bei
a witness unto me, that I have digged lhis‘
well. 31 Wherefore he called that place Beer- |
sheba; because there they sware both of them. |
32 Thus they made a covenant at Beer-sheba:
then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief |
captain of his host, and they returned into the
land of the Philistines. 33 And (Abraham)
planted a bgrove in Beer-sheba, and called there
on the name of the Lord, the ceverlasting God.
34 And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines’
land many days.

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

1 And it came to pass after these things, that
God did dtempt Abraham, and said unto him,
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2 And
he said, Take now thy son, ¢thine only, Isaac, |
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of |
fMoriah; and offer him there for a ¢burnt offer-
ing upon one of the mountains which I will tell
thee of. 3 And Abraham rose up early in
the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two
of his young men with him, and Isaac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, and went unto the place of which God
had told him. 4 Then on the third day
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place
afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young
men,* Abide ye here with the ass; and I and
the lad will go yonder and worship, and icome
again to you. 6 And Abraham took the wood
of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a
knife; and they went both of them together.
7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father,
and said, My father: and he said, Here am I,
my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offer-
ing? 8 And Abraham said, /My son, God will
provide himself a ¥ lamb for a burnt offering:
so they went both of them together. 9 And
they came to the place which God had told him
of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid
the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son,

b word for any large tree, or collection of

txees, a wood, a grove.

f. Deut. 33:27; .s. 90: 2; Isa, 40:28; 57:
15, Jer. 10: 10; Rom. 1:20; 16:26; 1 Tim. 1:17.
d prove, or test. Heb. 11 17; 1 Pet. 1:7;
Jas. 2:21.
¢ Rom. 8: 32; John 3: 16.

f my teacher is Jah, or, chosen, provided by
Jah. [Jah is expressive of eterual exn’stence 1
Ci. 2 Chron. 3:1; 1 Chron, 21:
. ; Cf. Lev. 1; Heb. 10 5- 18 Calvary
in this nexghborhood, perhaps ‘one of the hills,”
hree, number of divine manifestation, and

of resurrection. Cf. Ex. 5:3; 15:22; Num. 10.
33; Josh. 1:11; 2:16, 22; Neh. 2:11.

¢ Heb. 11: 19,

J Ci. Matt. 26:39—Mk. 12:6 with Matt. 3:

17 (Lit., “This_is My son, the Beloved’’), and
v. 2 of our ch. Ex. ; Num. 28: 3-10.

. Isa. 53: 7 John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19;
Rev. 5:6; Matt. 12: 40; Mk. 8: 31 Luke 24:36;
John 2: 19 Acts 10: 40 1 Cor. :

* There are both persons and tlun"s which
though most useful and necessary in their place
and service must be left behind, or set aside for!
the time being, when we are to be engaged in :
what especially relates to God, His claims, and
our response to Him. We come_back to them
again in due course. Cf. 1 Cor. 7:3-5; 6: 12.

ANNOTATIONS-—continued

God is known—He is Jehovah, the everlasting
God. Here is the foreshadow of Millennial con-
ditions in which the seed of faith—heavenly and
earthly—shall participate, and the nations be
blessed in the supremacy of that seed.

These are pictures which set forth the fulness
and the scope of blessing which both centre in
and revolve around the true Seed of promise—
Christ.

This closes the history in which Abraham is
the chief figure, and we now pass into that in
which Isaac becomes the centre of interest.

Chaps. 22: 33.—ISAAC. The character and be-
havior belonging to sonship. Typically, Christ,
His obedience to the Father’s will, and His being
received back from the dead to take His place in
the full blessing of the inheritance. The trans-
action foreshadows the Father’s gift of the Son.
For those who believe there is also the lesson of
Isaac as a type of the Spirit of sonship, the char-
acter to mark those who are given the blessing
of ‘‘adoption’’ according to the grace in Christ.

The order of events is significant: typically
we may consider them as setting forth, first,
the sacrifice of Christ (ch. 22); secondly, Sarah’s
death, that of Israel as the nation of whom
after the flesh Christ came (Rom. 9:5) passing
into its national death-state after the sacrificial
work of Christ, yet with the forecast of resur-
rection as suggested in the place of burial
(ch. 23); thirdly, the mission of the Spirit in
the call, separation, and union of the Church
and Christ (the servant, Rebekah, Isaac—ch.
24); fourthly, the preeminence of Christ over
all (ch. 25: 1-18); fifthly, the fulness of Divine
resources available to the Man of God’s ap-
pointment (ch. 25: 19-26: 33).

Ch. 22. THE SACRIFICE.

vs. 1, 2. The command. *“Tempt’”’ means to
prove, it is doing so in respect to Abraham’s con-
fidence in God’s word and power. This confidence
is beautifully expressed, vs. 3, 5, 8, 14. Ver. 12
declares what the test proved. There are three
features in v. 2—the person, cf. Rom. 8: 3, 32;
5:10; Eph. 1: 6, 7; John 3:16; Heb. 11: 17-19;
the place, Moriah, cf. 2 Chron. 3:1; 1 Chron.
21: 18-22: 5, thus the sacrifice becomes linked
with the manifested glory of God in both right-
eous jud: t and established peace, and this as
it shall be known in kingdom-glory under the
Prince of Peace of whom Solomon is the type;
the burnt-offering, the character of the sacrifice
—all goes up to God, all sweet savor, all in
perfect obedience to God’s will, cf. Eph. 5:2;
Heb. 10: 9, 10; John 10: 17, 18; Rom. 5: 19; Phil.
2:8; Lev. 1.

vs. 3-10. Delivered unto death. God not only
commands, He appoints the place, and He pro-
vides the lamb, cf. 1 Pet. 1: 20; John 1: 29, 34;
Luke 24: 25-27; Acts 2: 23, 24. This sacrificial
obedience is called “‘worship’’—the rendering up
to God that which glorifies Him, John 17: 4
In this the will of God and the obedience of the
Son run together. The Father gave the Son,
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[22: 10 to 24]

and !laid him on the altar upon the wood.
10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and
took the knife to slay his son. 1 And the
mAngel of the Lord called unto him out of
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he
said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing
unto him: for now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine
only, from me. 13 And Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a nram
ocaught in a »pthicket by his ¢horns: and
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him
up for a burnt offering 7in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place |

sJehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the

mount of the Lord it shall be seen.
15 And the Angel of the Lord called unto |
Abrakam out of heaven the second time, 16 and |
said, ssBy myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, |
for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only, 17 that in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply
heaven, and as the sand which is upcn the sea
!tshore, and thy seed shall possess the gate of
his enemies; 18 and %in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice. 19 So Abraham returned
unto his young men, and they rose up and went
together to vBeer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at
Beer-sheba. 20 And it came to pass after
these things, that it was told Abraham, saying,
ehold, wMilcah, she hath also borne children

unto thy brother #Nahor: 21 ¥YHuz his firstborn, |

and #Buz his brother, and ?Kemuel the father of
bAram, 22 and c¢Chesed, and dHazo, and ¢Pil-
dash, and 7Jidlaph, and ¢Bethuel. 23 And
Bethuel begat *Rebekah: these eight Milcah did
bear to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 And his
iconcubine, whose name was /Reumah, she bare
also “Tebah, and
"Maachah.

! The wood is laid on Isaac (v. 6), and he is
now laid on it—he is identified with that which
the fire will consume, and with the altar too
which sanctifies the gift. Our God is a consuming
fire, and as the fire consumes the wood, so He in
judgment deals with all not according to His holy

nature. God spared not His own Son, for He
was made sin for us (Cf. 2 Cor. 5: 21: Rom. 8:
3; 1 Pet. 2:24; Tit. 2:14), Isaac’s obedience

is typical of the obedience of Christ, as in Rom.
5:19. God gave the Son, and the Son gave
Himself— ‘both of them together,” vs. 6,

m Cf. ch. 16: 7, note.

n See Lev. 6:6; Num. 5:8 with Ex. 29: 33,
specially for the trespass offering; and for con-
secration of the priests, Ex, 29, Lev. 8. See also,
ram’s skins of tabernacle, Ex. 26: 14.

o John 12:27; Luke 24: 26, 27 Gal, 3:13;
4:4,5; Phil. 2: 5.8; Heb. 2:9-1

P interwoven branches, that is, underbrush or
small trees. They interwove (pleko) thoms as
a_crown—sign of the curse, and this He bore
(Matt. 27:29; Tohn 19: 2).

a symbohze strength, Ps. 92:10; 1 Sam. 2:1;
of kingly glory, Ps. 132:17. By the strenzth
of His obedience, even unto death, He was
caught, for He had received commandment from
the Father (John 10:17, 18; 14: 31).

his emphasizes the fulness of Abraham’s
mtentlon to obey the divine command; it marks
the reality of the transaction even though Isaac
is spared. Cf. 11:17-19,

s Jehovah w111 see. or provide,

ss Heb. 6:13-20; Lk. 1:73.

' Christ in view, Cf. Gal. 3: 16—see Gen. 13:

5 15:18; 24:7. All things and all power are

tthy seed as the stars of the .

!Gaham, and mThahash, and |

His, whether heavenly (stars) or earthly (sand);
and Ie is to De absolutely supreme, preeminent
in and over all. His enemies made the tootstool
of His feet (ITeh. 10:13), their gate (symbol
of authority, power, the place of judgment, of
disposition of things and  persons) He shall
possess—Ile must reign until the last enemy is
subjugated. With Him in this_is associated the
seed of faith, the many sons Ile leads to glory,
Abraham’s seed, whose heirship is the world
(Rom. 4:13; Heb. 1:2; 2:5-16; 12:28; Rev.
21:7; Eph. 1:11, 14, 18; Acts 26: 18).

it Heh 11: 12
. Rom. 8-13 (read ‘‘nations’” for ‘‘Gen-
:6-9; Luke 1:55; 24: 46, 47; but
not only what is now in ryr'zce. also what shall
be in power, as Acts 3:19-21, 25; Isa. 2:2-4,
v well of the oath. Ci. Ps. 110; 89: 3, 35; 118:
22-26; Isa. ::3 3 wnh Ps, 89: 23, and Acts 13:24;
2 Tim. 2: :18-10; 6: 203 7: 24-28.
© 2 queen, or counsel
snorter, snorting.
¥ counsellor.
contempt.
avenge ye God.
v exalted.
as harrower (i. e., one who breaks up).
his vision seen of him.
¢ he threshed the separated.
7 he will weep (drop), or he weepeth.
9 point ye out God: wasting of God;
separated of God.
h tying, perhaps fascinating.
i secondary wife, having a reputable standing
according to Eastern custom.
J raised up.
k a slaughter.
! the valley was hot: the devastator waxed
hot, perhaps, valley of flame.
m badger (or more probably
n pressure (lit., she has
pression.

K

BN

o

or,

‘‘seal skin’’),

pressed), or op-

ANNOTATIONS—continued

and the Son gave Himself—*‘‘They went both of
them together’’ (vs. 6, 8). The submission of
Isaac, the ab. of r rance or r
beautifully suggests the perfect obedience and
full surrender of Christ to the will of God. It
is not submission in humiliation to the pressure
and power of evil, though true in its place, but
absolute abandonment in love to the will of
God and His love and for His glory—such was
the spirit and mind of Christ.

vs. 11-14. Given back—God’s answer in resur-
rection. For Isaac who is spared there is the
substitutionary ram, but God spared not His
own Son—it takes both Isaac and the ram to
set forth the truth concerning Him.

vs. 15-19. Universal blessing. Christ raised up
and given glory, He made the centre and de-
pository of all blessing in relation to things
heavenly and earthly.

vs. 20-24. Nahor’s family. This fragment of
genealogy stands as an introduction to Abra-
ham’s action in ch. 24, while its being found
here and not there suggests a spiritual link
with the preceding events and the promise of
extending blessing. It introduces us to Rebekah,
the future bride of the son who is heir of all.
But before she is brought out, Sarah must die.
Rebekah is brought into Sarah’s tent (24:67).
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GENESIS

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

1 And Sarah was a hundred and seven and
twenty years old: these were the years of the
life of Sarah. 2 And Sarah died in ¢Kirjath-

arba; the same is PHebron in the land of
«“Canaan: and rAbraham came to mourn for
+Sarah, and to weep for her. 3 And

Abraham stood up from before his dead and
spake unto the sons of !Heth, saying, 4 I am
a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me
a possession of a buryingplace with you, that I
may bury my dead out of my sight. 5 And
the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying |
unto him, 6 Hear us, my lord: thou art va
mighty prince among us: in the choice of our
sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall with-
hold from thee his sepulchre, but that
thou mayest bury thy dead. 7 And Abraham
stood up, and bowed himself to the people
of the land, even to the children of Heth.
8 And he communed with them, saying, If
it be your mind that I shouid bury my dead
out of my sight, hear me and entreat for me to
vvEphron the son of wZohar, 9 that he may
give me the cave of *Machpelah, which he hath,
which is in the end of his field; for as much
*money as it is worth he shall give it me for
a possession of a buryingplace amongst you.
10 And Ephron dwelt among the children of |
Heth: and Ephron the vHittite answered
Abraham in the audience of the children of[

|

Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of
his city, saying, 11 Nay, my lord, hear me: |
the field give I thee, and the cave that is |
therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the |
sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy\
dead. 12 And Abraham bowed down himself |
before the people of the land. 13 And he spake |
unto Ephron in the audience of the people of |
the land, saying, But if thou wilt, I pray thee,
hear me: I will give thee * money for the field;
take it of me, and I will bury my dead there.
14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto
him, 15 My lord, hearken unto me, the land
is worth four hundred zshekels of asilver; what
is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy
dead. 16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron;
and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver,
which he had named in the audience of the sons
of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current
with the <¢emerchant. 17 And the field of
Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was
before Mamre, the field, and the cave which
was therein, and all the trees that were in the
field. that were in all the borders round about,
were made sure 18 unto Abraham for a pos-
session in the presence of the children of Heth,
before all that went in at the gate of his city.
19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his
wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before
Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of
Canaan. 20 And the field, and the cave that
is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a
‘?ﬁss‘iSSion of a buryingplace by the sons of
eth.

city of four.

communion.

a trafficker.

father of a great multitude.
she has become princess.
terror,

Heb. 11:9.

a_prince of God.

v? he of dust. .

@ whitening, or whiteness.

# doubling (i. e., a returning).
* Lit., silver, so v. 13, see note v. 13.

SEw®IRW o

¥ patronymic of Heth,

z First occur., originally a weight, 1ot a coin,
Abraham ‘“‘weighed’” (v. 16). Vers. 9, 13 indicate
that silver was the current medium of commerce.

400 — 4 (the creature number) x 10 x 10 (the
number of full responsibility, Godward and man-
ward, intensified) ; this is the full price—it points
to Christ’s work, by which the possession has
been purchased and will be perfectly redeemed
by victory through death in power, of resur-
rection, thus the ‘doubling” of which Machpelah
speaks will be realized. Cf. 1 Cor. 15; Rom. 8.

a Silver is the symbol of redemption.
11-16, note, and so suggests the work of Chris
redemption by blood involving redemption by
power in its season.

aa Acts 7:16.

b This ch. gives the first record of mourning
for the dead, of burial, of property in land, of
its purchase, of the medium for trade—silver—oi
established weight standards, ‘‘current with the
merchant.””

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 23.—Sarah’s death and place of burial. As
Isaac is certainly a type of Christ (Gal. 3: 16),
so here Sarah may be considered as a type of
Israel of whom after the flesh Christ came
(Rom. 9:5). The national death-state of that
nation comes in after the accomplished sacrifice
of Christ. The book of Acts gives historically
the setting aside of that nation, though not
without the forecast of revival and final blessing,
and in Sarah’s case this may be gathered from
the typical significance of her burial-place. This
passing of Israel as seen typically in Sarah’s
death, makes way for the Church and the dis-
pensation of the Spirit. The type of this is in
ch. 24.

The lesson of this ch. 23 may be considered
from another viewpoint, that of Sarah typifying
grace in contrast to law (Hagar), and so we learn
what death means in connection with grace. The
burial-place is purchased from the sons of Heth
(““terror’’) with silver, the symbol of atone-
ment (Ex. 30:11-16; 38: 25-27), it is thus that
for us fear of death and its right of possession
have been taken away (Heb. 2: 14, 15; 2 Tim.
1:10; 1 John 3:5, 8; 4:9, 14-18). And though
we be of dust (Ephron), and may return to it
according to the righteous requirement of God
(Zohar), yet for us we bury in Machpelah
(“*doubling’’), there will be a return, a turning
back of the gate to enter ‘‘the resurrection unto
life;”’ this is in view of Mamre, Hebron—the
fulness of blessing in communion with God.

Again there is a lesson to draw from the price,
and place purchased: 400 shekels—10 x 10 x 4—
the number of full responsibility intensified and
that in relation to creation as a whole (4).
What this means is found in perfection in
Christ’s atoning sacrifice; the place is the field
and all therein—type of the whole creation which
is Christ’s purchased possession; He has ac-
quired the right to deliver creation from the
bondage of corruption and bring it into the
liberty of the glory connected with those who
through grace are His joint-heirs.
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[24:1 to 33]

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

1 And Abraham was old, well stricken in age:
and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.
2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of
his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put,
I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 3 and I
will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of
heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou
shalt cnot take a wife unto my son of the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I
dwell: 4 but thou shalt go unto my country, and
to my “kindred, and take a wife unto my son
Isaac. 5 And the servant said unto him, Per-
adventure the woman will not be willing to
follow me unto this land: must I needs bring
thy son again unto the land from whence thou
camest? 6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware
thou that thou bring not my son thither again.
7 The Lord God of heaven, which ¢took me
from my father’s house, and from the land of
my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that
sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I
give this land; he shall send his angel before
thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son
from thence. 8 And if the woman will not be
willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear
from this my oath: only bring not my son
thither again. 9 And the servant put his hand
under the thigh of Abraham his master, and
sware to him concerning that matter. 10 And
the servant took ten camels of the camels of his
master, and departed; ffor all the goods of his
master were in his hand: and he arose, and
went to YMesopotamia, unto *the city of Nahor.
11 And he made his camels to kneel down with-
out the city by a iwell of water at the time of
the evening, the time that women go out to
draw water. 12 And he said, O Lord God of my
master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good
speed this day, and shew kindness unto my
master Abraham. 13 Behold, I stand by the
well of water; and the daughters of the men
of the city come out to draw water: 14 and let
it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I
shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee,
that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and
I will give thy camels drink also: let the same
be she that thou hast jappointed for thy servant
Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast
shewed *kindness unto my master. 15 And
it came to pass, before he had done speaking,
that, behold, !Rebekah came out, who was born
to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her
shoulder. 16 And the damsel was very fair to
look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known
her: and she went down to the well, and filled
her pitcher, and came up. 17 And the servant
ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee,
drink a little water of thy pitcher. 18 And she
said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let
down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him
drink. 19 And when she had done giving him
drink, she said, I will draw for thy camels also,
until they have done drinking. 20 And she
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough,
and ran again unto the well to draw, and drew
for all his camels. 21 And the man wondering
at her held his peace, to wit whether the Lord
had made his journey prosperous or not.

22 And it came to pass, as the camels had done
drinking, that the man took a golden ™ring
of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for
her hands of ten shekels weight of ngold; 23 and
said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray
thee: is there room in thy father’s house for us
to lodge in? 24 And she said unto him, I am
the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which
she bare unto Nahor. 25 She said moreover

unto him, We have both straw and provender
enough, and room to lodge in. 26 And the man
bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord.
27 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of
my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute
my master of his mercy and his truth: I being
in the way, the Lord led me to the house of my
master’s brethren. 28 And the damsel ran, and
told her mother’s house these things. 29 And
Rebekah had a brother, and his name was
oLaban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto
the well. 30 And it came to pass, when he saw
the ring, and bracelets upon his sister’s hands,
and when he heard the words of Rebekah his
sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me,
that he came unto the man; and, behold, he
stood by the camels at the well. 31 And he
said, Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; where-
fore standest thou without? for I have prepared
the house, and room for the camels. 32 And the
man came into the house: and he ungirded his
camels, and gave straw and provender for the
camels, and water to wash his feet, and the
men’s feet that were with him. 33 And there
was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I

c 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Cf. Num. 23: 9; Ex. 19: 3-7;
John 17: 14-17; Rom. 12:1. 2.
d Heb. 2:14; Gal. 3:26-29.

e Acts 7:2-5; Heb. 11:8, 9.
f John 1 4; 1 Cor. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:12;
Rom. 5:5; 8:23; 15:13; 1 Cor. 12:11.

9 i. e, ‘“Aram’’ (exalted) of the two rivers—
Tigris and Euphrates—did not include southern
part called Shinar (11:2). It is called Padan-
aram (25:20; 28:2), their ransom is high.

h Cf. 11:31.

i How much the well of water signifies—place
of refreshment, rest, communion, mutual service,
revelation (God’s choice found, and so His will
known). It is the means of guidance to the
purposed end, it opens the way to the realization
of the Father’s desires for the Son. All this
we have in God's Word, as used by God’s
Spirit of whom the servant here is a type, as
Rebekah is of the Church—called, prepared, cared
for, and brought to Christ (Isaac). Cf. ch. 26:
18 7; 29: 2; Ex. 2:15; 15: 27; Num. 21: 16, 17;
Isa. 12:3; John 4:14; Rev. 21: 6 (fountain
well in Gk.).

j Cf. Eph. 1: 4.

k Cf. Eph. 2: 7.

! For name meanings see ch. 22: 22, 23.

m Lit., nose-ring—a general custg
East to wear such a jewelled ornament
larly among young women. See v. 47.

n See v. 53.

° white.

in the

particu-

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 24.—Rebekah, the chosen bride of the son
of promise—the Church called out to and united
with Christ in whom all the promises of God
are yea and Amen (2 Cor. 1: 20). Thus apply-
ing the chapter, the servant is a type of the
Holy Spirit—note his place, v. 1; his commission,
v. 4; his furnishing, v. 10; the well in rela-
tion to his mission, vs. 11-14; his witness to
the father’s wealth, the son’s heirship, and the
father’s counsel, vs. 34-38; his call, drawing
the bride out from old relations, and her enrich-
ment, the firstfruits of her new relationship,
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[24:34 to 67]

GENESIS

will not eat, until I have told mine errand.
And he said, Speak on. 34 And he said,
I am Abraham’s servant. 35 And the Lord hath
blessed my master greally, and he is become
great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds,
and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maid-
servants, and camels, and asses, 36 and Sarah my
master’s wife bare a son to my master when
she was old: and unto him hath he given all
that he hath. 37 And my master made me
swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to
my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in
whose land I dwell: 38 but thou shalt go unto
my father’s house, and to my kindred, and take
a wife unto my son. 39 And I said unto my
master, Peradventure the woman will not follow
me. 40 And he said unto me, The Lord, before
whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and
prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife
for my son of my kindred, and of my father’s
house:

they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from
my oath.
and said, O Lord God of my master Abraham,
if now thou do prosper my way which I go:
43 behold, I stand by the well of water; and it
shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh
forth to draw, and I say to her, Give me, I
pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to
drink; 44 and she say to me, Both drink thou
and I will also draw for thy camels: let the
same be the woman whom the Lord hath
appointed out for my masters son. 45 nd
before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold,
Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her
shoulder; and she went down unto the well,
and drew: and I said unto her, Let me drink,
I pray thee. 46 And she made haste, and let
lown her pitcher from her shoulder, and said,
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also:
so I drank, and she made the camels drink also.
47 And 1 asked her, and said, Whose daughter
art thou? And she said, The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bare unto
him: and I put the ring upon her 7face, and the
bracelets upon her hands. 48 And I bowed
down my head, and worshipped the Lord, and
blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham,
which had led me in the right way to take my
master’s brother’s daughter unto his son. 49 And
now, if ye will deal kindly and truly with
my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that
I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.
50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said,
The thing proceedeth from the Lord: we cannot
speak unto thee bad or good. 51 Behold,
Rebekah is before thee; take her, and go, and
let her be thy master’s son’s wife, as the Lord
hath spoken. 52 And it came to pass, that,

when Abraham’s servant heard their words, he
worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the

earth. 53 And the servant brought forth
qjewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and
rraiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave
also to her brother and to her mother precious

ings. 54 And they did eat and drink, he
and the men that were with him, and tarried
all night; and they rose up in the morning, and
he said, Send me away unto my master. 55 And
her brother and her mother said, Let the d

41 then shalt thou be clear from my |
oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if |

42 And I came this day unto the well, !

said unto her, Thou art our sister; “be thou for
thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess
the gate of those which hate them. 61 And
Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode
upon the camels, and followed the man: and
the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.
62 And Isaac came from the way of vthe well
Lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the south country.
63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field
at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and
saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.
64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. 65 For
she said unto the servant, What man is this
that walketh in the field to meet us? And the
servant said, It is my master: therefore she
took a vail, and covered herself. 66 And the
servant told Isaac all things that he had done.
67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s
tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his
wife and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted
after his mother’s death.

P nose—this ornament worn sometimes by
boring the nostril, or it hangs from the fore-
head over the nose.

¢ the riches of grace found in redemption
(silver), Eph. 1:7; and the riches of glory
(gold), Eph. 3:16. See Ex. 25:3 for notes as
to metals.

7 She gets garments suited to her new sta-

tion, they distinguish her—we are made the
righteousness of God in Christ, and we shall
bear His image; for us too there is present
practical application to what we put on as blessed
in such a position of acceptance. Ci. Cel. 3;
1 Pet. 2:9; it is thus we bear “the fruit of the
light”” (Eph. 5:9, New Trans.), having been

brought out of the darkness; and in this con-
nection too we may think of ‘‘the fruit of the
Spirit”’—that which He produces and with which
He adorns us (as the servant does for Rebekah).

s Cf. Phil. 1:20, 21; 3:7-21.

t Deborah (Gen. 35: 8)—a bee: her speaking.

% Abundant fruitfulness, and overcoming power
through separation to and union with Christ, as
abiding in Him.  Ci. John 15; Phil. 1: 8-10.

v Beer-lahai-roi—the well of him that liveth
and seeth me.

wlsign of subjection. Cif. Eph. 5: 22-24; 1 Cor.
6.

11

ANNOTATIONS—continued

vs. 49-53; her separation as espoused as a chaste
virgin, and the journey under the care and
leadership of the servant, vs. 54-61; finally the
presentatlon, review, and union (suggesting the

abide with us a few days, at the least ten;
after that she shall go. 56 And he_said unto
them, Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath
prospered my way; send me away that I may
go to my master. 57 And they said, We will
call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth. 58 And
they called Rebekah and said unto her, Wilt
thou go with this man? And she said, ¢I will
go. 59 And they sent away Rebekah their
sister, and her ’nurse, and Abraham’s servant,
and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah, and

t of Christ and the following
marriage of the Lamb), vs. 62-67. The kindred
suggests, first, the Jewish relations in which
were found those called out to Christ when the
Spirit came, and from which they were drawn
into separation to go forth from all of the old
into the new relation with its riches of grace
and glory, but this principle not only applies
to the Jewish nucleus, but to Gentiles also as to
their old relations, as taught in Eph. 2.
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GENESIS

[25: 1 to 23]

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

1 Then again Abraham took a wife, and her‘
name was ZKeturah. 2 An she bare him'
yZimran, and ?Jokshan, and ¢Medan, and
bMidian, and ¢Ishbak, and dShuah. 3 And Jokshan
begat ¢Sheba, and 7Dedan. And the sons of
Dedan were ¢Asshurim, and !Letushim, and
iLeummim. 4 And the sons of Midian; jEphah, |
and kEpher, and !Hanoch, and mAbxdah and
nEldaah. All  these were the children  of
Keturah. 5 And Abraham gave all that he'
had unto Isaac. 6 But unto the sons of the'
concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave
gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son,
while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east
country. 7 And these are the days of the'
years of Abrahams life which he lived, a
hundred threescore and fifteen years. 8 Thcn
Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good |
old age, an old man, and full (of years); and|
was gathered to his people. 9 And his sons
¢Isaac and PIshmael buried him in the cave of |
9Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of |
Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 10 the :
field which Abraham purchased of the sons of |
Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his |
wife. 11 And it came to pass after the death
of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac;
and Isaac dwelt by rthe well Lahai-roi.

i peoples (as massed together).
J darkness, or weariness.
k dustiness.
! dedicated,
m father of knowledge (i.
7 God has known, or calle
© he shall laugh.
?» God will hear.
¢ For names (vs. 9, 10), see ch.
r ch. 24: 62.
$ ch, 16: 1.
t prophetesses.
% darkness.
v chastened of God.
w fragrant.
¢ a hearing (i.
¥ silence.
z a prophecy: a burden (as something under-
taken to carry through); enduring.
a privy chamber
b southerner, or desert.
¢ he will arrange: he will encircle.
d refreshing.
eastward.
villages, or hamlets.
encampments.
anguish (as travail-pain). .
beheld: rampart (as point of observation).
double straits.

e., wise).

23.

e., a report—what is heard).

Ta T wa

a_step.
kk Heb. fell, word used is not rendered ‘‘die’”
elsewhere; it is that he fell into the lot of his
inheritance, cf. ch. 16:12.

! names, see ch. 22: 22, 23; 24:10, 29.

m Cf. Gal. 5: 7; Rom. 7: 22, 23.
7 Rom. 9:10-12

| &
|
12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael,;
|

Abraham’s son, whom sHagar the Egyptian,
Sarah’s handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 13 and
these are the names of the sons of Ish by

their names, according to their generations: the
firstborn of Ishmael, !Nebajoth; and uKedar,

and vAdbeel, and wMibsam, 14 and xMishma,‘
and YDumah, and #Massa, 15 ¢Hadar, and
vTema, ¢Jetur, dNaphish, and ¢Kedemah:

16 these are the sons of Ishmael, and these are
their names, by their ftowns, and by their
ocastles; twelve princes according to their
nations. 17 And these are the years of the life |
of Ishmael, a hundred and thirty and seven |
years: and he gave up the ghost and died, and |
was gathered unto his people. 18 And they‘
dwelt from *Havilah unto iShur, that is before !
jEgypt, as thou goest toward kAssyria: he
kkdied in the presence of all his brethren.

19 And these are the generations of Isaac,
Abraham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac: 20 and
Isaac was forty years old when he took !Rebekah
to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of
Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.
21 And Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife,
because she was barren: and the Lord was
entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife con-
ceived. 22 And the children mstruggled together
within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I
thus? And she went to inquire of the Lord.
23 And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are
in thy womb, and two manner of people shall
be separated from thy bowels; and the one
people shall be stronger than the other people;
and the nelder shall serve the younger.

Incense.
their song: psalmody.
their snare, or fowler.
strife: discernment.
contention: strife.
he will leave (alone).
depressmn, or bowed down.
he who is coming.
their love: their moving: their proceeding.
plural of Asshur—a step.
sharpened ones: hammered ones.

TeweRo TR TR

ANNOTATIONS—continued

Ch. 25: 1-18.—Isaac established as the head
and centre of blessing in the Abrahamic family,
vs. 5, 6. The record of Keturah’s family, and
, also of Ishmael seem introduced to emphasize
| Isaac’s supreme place, while also the record
shows the fulfilment of God’s word as to both
sons. Typically, we may see in it a picture
of the blessing of all nations with Christ (Isaac)
in preeminence. In this view Ishmael becomes
a type of Israel, and Keturah’s sons, of the
Gentiles.

Chs. 25: 19 to 26: 33.—GOD with Isaac as He
was with Abraham. As we learn from v. 20 Isaac
was 40 years old at the end of ch. 24, he was
60 when Esau and Jacob were born (v. 26), and
at the end of ch. 26 Isaac would be 100, Esau
being 40 (v. 34). Isaac lived to be 180 (ch.
35: 28), so that at his death Esau and Jacob
were 120. Abraham died when 175 (ch. 25:7),
Isaac would then be 75, Jacob 15 (cf. Heb. 11:
9). Sarah was 10 years younger than Abram
(ch. 17: 17), being 90 when Isaac was born; she
died 127 years old (ch. 23:1), Abraham being
137, Isaac 37, so 3 years passed between Sarah’s
death and Isaac’s marriage.

Ch. 25: 19-28. We have referred to Isaac’s his-
tory as affording instruction as to the character
of sonship. It is marked by obedience and self-
surrender, and pleasure is found in the Father’s
will and choice. Now we learn that the lesson
of I barr and helpl is part
of the instruction received, so that God alone
is recognized as alone sufficient, the One from
whom alone life-giving power comes. Another
lesson follows: with life imparted from this
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[25:24 to 26:15]

GENESIS

24 And when her days to be delivered were
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.
25 And the first came out red, all over like a
hairy garment; and they called his name °Esau.
26 And after that came his brother out, and
his hand teok hold on Esau’s rheel; and his
name was called ¢Jacob: and Isaac was three-
score years old when she bare them. 27 And
the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter,
a man of the field; and Jacob was a ’plain man,
+dwelling in ’tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau,
because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah
loved Jacob. 29 And Jaceb sod pottage: and
Esau came from the field, and he was _faint:
30 and Esau said to Jacob, Feed me,
thee, with that same red (pottage);
faint: therefore was his name called
31 And Jacob said,
right. 32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the
point to die: and what profit shall this birthright
do to me? 33 And Jacob said, Swear to me
this day; and he sware unto him: and he wsold
his birthright unto Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave
Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

1 And there was a famine in the land, be-
sides the first famine that was in the days of
Abraham. And Isaac went unto *Abimel

vSell me this day thy birth- !

2 he will take by the heel. =
T sxgmﬂes a disposition to quiet home life.

s rather ‘‘sitting,”’ in contrast to the roving

life of Esau.
Heb. 11:9.
red—see m (v ”0) and cf. Num. 20: 14-22

Obadlah- Mal. 1:

v Jacob, the l)'uxamer~(f chs. 27: 28
20-22; 29:18; 30: 31; 32: 33; 33:19; 43: 11 12

w Heb, 12° 15-17

z my father is king. Cf. ch. 20: 2; 21:22;
ver. 26.

.11 rolling: migrating: wanderers.
2 dragging away: ruminating: sojourning.
@ a great number of.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

divine source, conflict arises. In a spirit of
b ) and ation, Rebekah seeks
the Lord in her exercise. The application of
this to spiritual relations is found in the con-
trast of natures that differ. In this there is
similarity to the contrast between principles

: that differ—law and grace, as seen in the alle-

gory of Hagar and Sarah.

At birth difference in character is already
evident. With Esau it is the animal disposition
that is indicated, with Jacob (‘*a smooth man,”’
ch. 27: 11) his action foretells what will so
definitely mark his ways. As the boys grow,

h king
of the vPhilistines unto #Gerar. 2 And the
Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not down
into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell
thee of. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be
with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee,
and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries,

and I will perform the oath which 1 sware;

unto Abraham thy father; 4 and I will make
thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven,
and will give unto thy seed all these countries;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed: 5 because that Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my statutes, and my laws.

6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 7 And the men
of the place asked him of his wife; and he said,
She is my sister: for he feared to say, My
wife; lest, [said he to himself], the men of
the place should kill me for Rebekah—because
she was fair to look upon. 8 And it came to
pass, when he had been there a long time, that
Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at
a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac Was
sporting with Rebekah  his wife. 9

Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a
surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou,
She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him,
Because I said, Lest I die for her. 10 And
Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done
unto us? one of the people might lightly have
lain with thy wife, and thou shouldest have
brought guiltiness upon us. 11 And Abimelech
charged all the people, saying, He that toucheth
this man or his wife shall surely be put to
death. 12 Then Isaac sowed in that land and
received in the same year a hundredfold: and
the Lord blessed him. 13 And the man waxed
great, and went forward, and grew until he
became very great: 14 for he had possession
of flocks, and possession of herds, and agreat
store of servants: and the Philistines envied
him. 15 For all the wells which his father’s
servants had digged in the days of Abraham
his father, the Philistines had stopped them,
and filled them with earth. 16 And Abimelech

¢ hairy, rough, shaggy.
? Hos. 12:3,

i blessing is withheld.

their difference becomes more manifest (v. 27)
in both disposition and habit. Esau becomes a
cunning hunter, wild, bold, destructive—it is man
uncontrolled except by his will and passions.
Jacob is a “‘plain’”” man—a word which marks
his disposition as peaceful and home-loving in
contrast with Esau’s rude temper; he is a man
of the tent, of quiet social life. Contrary affec-
tions move Isaa¢ and Rebekah, and these lead
to conflicting actions later in the history. Isaa:
seems moved by what pleases the flesh, and this
he used as the occasion for bestowing the
blessing (ch. 27:2-4). Doubtless Jacob was
more naturally pleasing to Rebekah, but both
vaiued the birthright blessing, and this may
show that the Lord’s word influenced their
hearts, though fleshly ways are followed.

v3. 29-34. The despised birthright. Esau judges
the value of things according to the present
moment and the gratification then of his own
pleasure and fleshly desires (Heb. 12:16).
Though Jacob values the birthright, doubtless
knew the Lord’s word, and had the acquisition
of the blessing as his cherished object, what
we see in him is the practice of evil to attain
this worthy end. He does not walk in depend-
ence upon God apart from fleshly reliance, he
is not counting solely upon God’s word, but
adopts his own devices.

Ch. 26: 1-5. Obedience, the first principle. As
Abraham was tested by famine, so is Isaac.
His father went down to Egypt, and perhaps
v. 2 indicates that he had the same thing in
mind. God interposes, and from his instruction
and promises we may gather the lesson that
obedience secures God’s presence, blessing, and
power (v.3). Cf. 2 Tim. 1: 5-8; Heb. 11: 23-29,

vs. 6-16. A true testimony, the second principle,
before the Lord can bless. Fleshly fear leads
to deceit, thus false testimony is given, and
‘When failure is exposed
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GENESIS

[26:16to 27:3]

said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much
mightier than we. 7 nd Isaac departed
thence, and pitched his Vtent in the valley of|
Gerar, and dwelt there. 18 And Isaac digged\
again the wells of water, which they had digged
in the days of Abraham his father; for the |
Philistines had stopped them after the death
of Abraham: and he called their names after
the names by which his father had called them.
19 And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, |
and found there a well of ¢springing water.
20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with
Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The water is ours::
and he called the name of the well dEsek; be- |
cause they strove with him. 21 And they digged
another well, and strove for that also: and he |
called the name of it eSitnah. 22 And ke
removed from thence, and digged another well;
and for that they strove not: and he called the
name of it 'Rehoboth; and he said, For now the
Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be
fruitful in the land.

23 And he went up from thence to ¢Beer-
sheba. - 24 And the Lord appeared unto him the
same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham
thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and
will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my
servant Abraham’s sake. 25 And he builded an
altar there, and called upon the name of the
Lord, and pitched his tent there: and there
Isaac’s servants digged a well. 26 Then
Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and
rAhuzzath one of his friends, and iPhichol the
chief captain of his army. 27 And Isaac said
unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye
hate me, and have sent me away from you?
28 And they said, We saw certainly that the
Lord was with thee: and we said, Let there
be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us an
thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; |
29 that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have
not touched thee, and as we have done unto
thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away
in peace: thou art now the blessed of the Lord. '
30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat
and drink. 31 And they rose up betimes in the '
morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac |
sent them away, and they departed from him
in peace. 32 And it came to pass the same day, |
that Isaac’s servants came, and told him con- |
cerning the well which they had digged, and'
said unto him, We have found water. 33 And |
he called it iShebah: therefore the name of the |
city is Beer-sheba unto this day.

34 And kEsau was forty years old when he
took to wife !Judith the daughter of mBeeri the
nHittite, and ‘Bashemath the daughter of ?Elon
the Hittite: 35 which were ¢a grief of mind
unto Isaac and to Rebekah.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was
old and his eyes were dim, so that he could
not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said
unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold,
here am I. 2 And he said, Behold now, I am
old, I know not the day of my death: 3 now
thecefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy
quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field,

b camp,

lit., living.

strife.

hostility: accusation.

broad places.

well of the oath, see v. 33.
possession.

Sa-wano

i mouth of all], i. e., all-commanding.
J the place of the oath.

* His generations given, ch. 36.

! Jewish: Jews’ language.

m my well.

n of Heth, terror—see 27: 46.

o spice.

P might, L

¢ Lit., bitterness of spirit.

ANNOTATIONS—continued

and the truth confessed, then Isaac sowed, etc.;
but this brings enmity and opposition. When
God blesses, the enemy’s work is soon mani-
fested.

vs.17-22. Conflict for the wells. Our experiences
are often concerned with truths once held, but
the living flow of which in practice has ceased
through the hindering activities of worldly,
natural influences.

vs. 23-25. Realized in communion, worship, and
rest.

vs. 26-33. The end in peace, and acknowledged
supremacy: ‘“When a man’s ways please the
Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at
peace with him’’ (Prov. 16: 7).

Chaps. 26:34 to 36:43.—JACOB. Throughout his
history his over-reaching character is manifest,
showing ‘‘what divine grace has to meet and
master . . . in us all.” From this history we
may learn lessons of what we are in ourselves,

d| and of how God deals with us in discipline,

protecting care, and brings about the fulfilment
of His purpose.

Chs. 26: 34 to 28:9. JACOB in independence
of God, and through self-effort and deceit sup-
plants his brother; as a result he becomes a
fugitive. Observe here the evil of not trusting
God and waiting His time, from which results
so much sorrow for mother and son—threat-
ened murder, separation, exile, hard labor.
Their hearts are rightly set upon the blessing,
but the ways of the flesh are followed. The best
of motives cannot sanctify evil actions, the best
of intentions will not justify doing evil that good
may come. Here, then, we learn of ways dis-
cordant with God and faith, and the sad conse-
quences which result.

vs. 34, 35. Esau’s profane alliances: these show
his utter disregard of what becomes the family
of faith. Note Abraham’s action as to Isaac.
Grief results, and ch. 28: 8 indicates that Esau
acted in independence of his parents. Such
alliances would naturally come from his roving
life, over which Isaac seems to have exercised
no restraint, for he loved its fruits (25: 28; 27:
3, 4). There is a deadening influence through
yielding to fleshly pleasure, for even the fear
that Jacob might form some such alliance does
not seem to stir Isaac; Rebekah takes the in-
itiative (27: 46). It is to her credit, even though
another motive leads to her action. The whole
history teaches us the need of watchfulness,
prayerfulness, and self-judgment.

Ch. 27:1-5. Under fleshly influences, which sad-
ly becloud spiritual sight (‘*his eyes were dim’’),
Isaac is ready to bestow God’s blessing upon the
man already set aside by God’s word before
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