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There is a yearning in many minds after union, a 

desire to find some standard as a basis on which 
all are agreed,, a seeking* after a centre of unity, round 
which all, whatever their peculiar feelings and thoughts 
may be, sinking what mny be termed minor differ
ences, may rally. But where shall this be discovered? 

Looking around on the different nations that com
pose Christendom, and the many denominations, 
formed on various grounds, in which the members of 
the one body of Christ are to be found, it may well be 
asked, is there a common centre for them all, around 
which they can unite? Is it written in vain that " there 
is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your c a s i n g ? " (Eph. iv. 4). Did ttifc* 
apostle Paul set before believers a hopeless task, 
when he wrote the words. " endeavouring to keep the 
unity of <ho Spirit in the bond of peace " (Eph. iv. 3). 
What did the Lord moan when He nraved, il Holy 
Father, keep through Thine own name those whom (or 
as some would read * keep them in Thy name which ') 
thou hast given me, that they mav be one, as w e ? " 
Did He desire what in -he nature of thino-s could never.-
be accomplished, when He asked Mi at His followers in 
after ages should be li one, as Thru , Father, art in 
me, and I in Thee, that ihev mav be one in us, that 
the world may believe that Thou hast 'sent m e ? " (John 
xvii. 11, 21).' Is the baptism of the Holy Ghost—by 
which we are all baptised into one body, whether 
Jews or Gentiles—a figure of speech or a great reality? 
Are Christians wrong in desiring union, or are they 
all deceived into making efforts to obtain, what must 
ever elude their grnsn—•••••" ohanvom, an illusion? Are 
thev right in their rkc-ire. but wronjr in the wav iu:my 
of them set about to. 'dye effect to it? These, and such 
like questions, are forced upon us, when we read of, 
and witness, the cliff"-rent schemes afloat: to effect the 



fusion of denominations, and to unite those who have 
for centuries been far apart . Let us turn to Scripture, 
from the thoughts and expedients of men, and see if 
in that Book we have any answer to this all-important 
question: Is there a true centre round which -ill Chris
tians may unite? Where can it be found? How can 
it be apprehended? 

When God called Israel out of Egypt, He ap
pointed a centre to unite them, and an object they 
were all to follow—the pillar of cloud by day and 
pillar of fire by night. Wherever that went they went 
—all eyes fixed on that. They had one common aim— 
to follow its guidance. If any had wandered on the 
way the pillar would have shown them the way back 
to the host, and the 600,000 men that went up out of 
Egypt were kept compact and in one united body, be
cause they had their eyes fixed on that symbol of the 
Divine presence. After they had reached Sinai, the 
tabernacle of the congregation was set up, with the 
ark of the testimony within, and the pillar of cloud 
by day and of fire by night resting on it without. When 
that moved, they moved; where it stopped, they 
stopped (Numbers ix, 17). As they lay encamped in 
the wilderness the tabernacle formed their centre. 
Around it, on the east side, were the tents of Moses, 
Aaron, and the priests; on the other three sides were 
the tents of the families of Kohath, Gerson, Merari. 
Outside all these, on the four sides, stretched out the 
camps of the twelve tribes, three on each side, the 
jealous guardians of that skin-covered tent. Beautiful 
order arranged by God Himself; the redeemed of the 
Lord keeping guard around the tabernacle of witness, 
Himself, their God, in their midst. What a contrast 
there must have been between the stately temples of 
Egypt, so long familiar objects to their eyes, built 
as if to defy the tooth of time, and that oft-moving 
tent before them. And a contrast truly it was ; for the 
temples of Egypt however beautiful and enduring they 
might have seemed, had an element of decay which 
nothing could arrest, and a want which none could 
supply; while the tent of the tabernacle, so fragile by 
contrast in its structure, and so wanting in beauty, as 
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Wchcld from without, wag the abode of Almighty pow#T 
and the chosen scene for the display of God's glory. 
How strange it must have appeared had any one beheld 
marching in solemn order, the standard of the camp 
of Judah, with the hosts of Issachar, and Zebulon 
going before, and the Levites of the families of Merari 
and Gershon, laden with their respective burdens, fol
lowing; behind them the standard of the camp of 
Reuben, with the hosts of Simeon and Gad, preceding 
the Kohathites bearing the vessels of the sanctuary, 
hidden from the gaze of all by the different coloured 
cloths that enfolded them: and then behind these the 
six remaining tr ibes; with the standards of the camps 
of Ephraim and Dan displayed. Other nations might 
boast of their sacred cities and settled territories. Israel 
had at present no home, were wanderers in the waste 
howling desert, but the ark of the Lord Jehovah was 
with them, the God of Jacob was their guide. From 
that tabernacle, taken to pieces when moving, but put 
together again when the cloud stopped, they received 
the mind of God, and had, what all the priests of 
Egypt, and the wise men of Assyria could not dis
cover, the infallible directions for their guidance from 
the God of heaven, communicated within that tent to 
Moses. For we read, " when Moses was gone into 
the tabernacle of the congregation to speak with Him, 
then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from 
off the mercy-seat that was upon the ark of the testi-
money from between the two cherubim " (Numbers vii. 
89); in the tabernacle were the directions for the offer
ings received (Leviticus i. 1); and in the same place 
was made known the order and arrangements of Israel 
in the wilderness (Numbers i. 1); in a word, the way 
to approach God, and the way to dwell with Him in 
their midst, and to journey with Him from desert to 
desert, till they reached the east bank of Jordan in 
the plains of Moab. Thither, too, at the door of the 
tabernacle, did the people assemble (Lev. viii. 3 ; Num. 
xxv. 6; xxvii, 2). To it they brought their sacrifices 
and there the Lord promised to meet them (Exodus 
xxix. 43). So, though often moved from place to 

3 



place, it was yet their constant unvarying centre; 
round it they encamped, at its door they assembled, 
and from ii tney received the word of the i-,uid. 

The wilderness condition ceased. Israel settled in 
their land; but they always had a definite centre, iocal 
in its character, and selected by God—of this they 
were forewarned (see Deut. xii. o). Hut though locai 
in its character, the tabernacle had no permanent abid-
iii0 p.ace, ana disappeaieo wncn the temple on Mount 
-.1.-1.aii Wus uedicaied. 'iiil then, this centre for ail 
.siciu was migratory. When they iirsL entered the 
iuiu., ale camp was fixed at Gilgal (josh. iv. ID; x, 
1^. .AiL^rwaru we and ihe tabernacle at Shiloh (josh. 
xviii. 1). In the days of baui it was at I\ob (I Sam. 
xxi.J, and at Gioeon, when Solomon ascended the 
throne (I Chron, i.). Mow the children of Israel re
garded it as their centre, and the common privilege 
of all, the history ei i.i";o a«.ar, erected Oy the armed 
hosts of tne three trans-jordanic tribes, in the day:., 
of Joshua, sufficiently attests. 

In the days of Solomon an important change took 
place, ' the kingdom being established in the hands 
of David's son, a new local centre in connection now 
with the kingdom was selected never more to be 
changed; for as lung as trie kingdom, when estab
lished in power, shall last, on this earth, so long shall 
Jerusalem (Isa. lxv. 18; lxvi. 10-12) be " t h e city of 
the great k ing , " ihe metropolis and centre of the 
ear th; and its name shall be, *' The Lord is there '" 
(Ezek. xlviii. 35). Solomon seemed to have entered 
somewhat into this, when he asked thai all prayers 
offered up toward that house by the seed of Israel and 
strangers should be heard; and God accepted his 
prayer, saying, " 1 have chosen and sanctified this 
house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine 
eyes and mine heart snail be there perpetually " (2 
Chron, vii. 16). Wha t other place on earth can 
claim God's promise so beautifully expressed? Nebu
chadnezzar might lay that house level with the dust, 
and carry its vessels in triumph to Babylon—Belshaz-
zer might drink out of them in his drunken orgies, 
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but. God's promise about that spot on earth remained 
unbroken. Daniel knew this, when he opened his 
windows and prayed Lnree times a day towards that 
ciiy, though desolate. The Samaritans might set up a 
rival temple, but they could not change God's settled 
purpose about that mount. No other place on earth 
had God cnosen since Solomon's day to put His name 
there; for thither kl the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord unto the testimony of Israel to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord " (Ps. cxxii. 4). 

Centuries have passed away since the house was 
left desolate. A ten have attempted to make other 
centres at Mecca and Rome—vain attempt—worse than 
vain. The Lord in his conversation with the woman 
of Samaria pronounced God's thought on all such in 
the solemn words, 4' Ye worship ye know not wha t . " 
All such attempts are clearly not of God. From 
whence they come He has intimated. Centuries yet to 
come will lind Jerusalem God's appointed local earthly 
centre, as Isaiah ii. 1-3, Zech. xiv. 16-19 plainly teach. 
But Jerusalem is now trodden down of the Gentiles. 
Have we then a centre of God's appointment now? 
What constitutes God's centre? As always, so now, 
where He is personally present—there is the true 
centre. It is not the place but Himself there present, 
which continues the true centre. 

When the Lord appeared on earth, born King of 
the jews, the wise men came from the east to Jeru
salem to find Him. But He was not there. There 
was something they wanted which Jerusalem had not. 
They left it for Bethlehem, and there they found Him 
for Whom they had journeyed so far, and to Whom 
they presented their gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. When He commenced His ministry, Philip, 
Andrew, Peter, John, Matthew, and others, found a 
centre where they had never sought it, and at the 
words, " follow M e , " left all, and followed Him. As 
He ministered in Galilee, when Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
and Capernaum, in spite of His mighty works, be
lieved not really on Him, He stood out from all, and 
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invited the weary and heavy laden, wherever found, 
to come to Him, and be at rest. And again in Gali-

... lee, before the passover, He announced Himself as 
the living bread which came down from heaven, of 
which all who eat should be satisfied; " he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on 
me shall never thi rs t ." To the woman of Samaria, 
He spoke of water which satisfies for ever, which He 
could give to all who would receive i t ; and at Jerusa
lem, on the last day, the great day, of the feast of 
tabernacles, He stood in the temple and cried, saying, 
" If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
He that believeth on mc, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water " 
(John vii. 37, 38). W a s not this making Himself a 
centre for all to rally round? And if He is the giver 
of rest to the weary, and the satisfier of the hungry 
and thirsty, He is also the Light of the world, the 
which whosoever follows " shall not walk in dark-
neses, but have the light of life " (John viii. 12). 
Again, at the grave of Lazarus, in the presence and 
place of death, He declares Himself to be the Resur
rection and the Life, as He had shortly before an
nounced Himself to be the " Good Shepherd," who 
would give His life for the sheep, and whom they 
were to follow. In short, while on earth He stood 
forth as the one in whom men could find all they 
wanted, the true answer to all that sin had brought 
on the world, and all that sin had done for the human 
race. But, though saying this when alive on the 
earth, He was soon lifted up on the cross. But even 
there He uses language similar to that which He had 
always uttered, as He turns to the dying penitent thief, 
saying, " To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise ." 
Did any of the Scribes and Pharisees hear that speech? 
Wha t were their thoughts about it? Fit t ing associa
tion, perhaps they thought, for the two crucified ones 
to be together after death. Fitt ing association, too, 
we can say, for the sinner to be with the Saviour. 
Mark the words, " with M e , " not heaven, but " M e . " 
The thief had found God's true centre, when he owned 
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Jesus as the King, and Jesus promised him what sur
passed all the treasures on earth, when He said, 
" Thou shalt be with me in Paradise . ' ' 

If He was really God's centre when ©a earth, 
where was that centre when He died? Mount Moriah 
ceased not to be the local centre God had chosen, 
though Solomon's temple was destroyed; so death 
could not change God's counsel about His Son—nay, 
it only opened the way for the full development of 
His purpose; for the Lord had said before He died, 
but in the prospect of i t—" I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all unto me " (John xii. 32). How 
shortsighted was the enemy. That death he had taken 
such pains to inflict only opened out the way for the 
unfolding of Christ as the one universal centre—" will 
draw all unto m e . " Men of all climes, all nations, 
all ages, have found in Him what they wanted, and 
been drawn to Him as to a common centre. From 
Greenland, from India, from America, from China, the 
eyes and hearts of many have been turned to one com
mon object, the crucified and risen Christ—crucified 
amid the sneers and derision of the populace of Jeru
salem, but owned by them to be the Saviour of the 
world. And now, a union has been formed unknown 
and undreamt of before—a union between souls on 
earth and Christ in heaven, so real that he could say 
to Saul, " Why persecutest thou Me," so close as none 
could be but the members to the head—one body—He 
the head, and each individual, one spirit with the Lord 
(I Cor. vi. 17). Here, then, is a union worth sharing 
in, to be accepted, not striven after; God has effected 
it for all who believe on Christ, and the Holy Ghost 
has come down to baptize all believers into one body 
(I Cor. xii. 13). Here, then, we find the true centre. 
Shall we turn away to excogitate another? W e turn 
then from Him who has all power in heaven and earth, 
the bestower of gifts on men, the dwelling place of all 
fulness, in. whom we are filled full (Matt xxviii. 18; 
Eph. iv. 18; Col. i. 9 ; ii. 9, 10) to something of man's 
devising. Is it said that we need a centre personally 
present with us? Did He not tell Hfs disciples He 
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would be with them alway, even unto tfre end of the 
world; and however scattered they might be, far re
moved from any body of believers, where two or three 
should be gathered together to His name, there would 
He be in their midst? (Matt, xxvii. 20; xviii. 20). 
Do any ask how is this union to be effected? The 
Lord has told us, that, kept in the Father 's name given 
to him, His disciples would be one, as the Father and 
Son; and for all who believed on Him through their 
word, He prayed thai: thev might: be one, as the 
Father is in Him and He in the Father. (John xvii. 
11, 21). Wha t value He attached to union in God's 
appointed way ! But we have not exhausted the sub
ject. The centre, while on earth, the centre now; He 
will be the centre also in the fulness of times; for 
God has purposed in the dispensation of the fulness 
gj^'qpjgs. to gather into one all things in Christ, both 
which are on earth and in heaven (Eph. i. 10). Will 
there, then, be two centres when Jerusalem is again 
owned as such by God? No. 'Tis not the place but 
the person that makes ' the centre. There will be the 
heavenly city to which the kings of the earth will 
bring ther glory and honour; there will be also the 
earthly city, the holy city, the city of the great King. 
In the heavenly city will be the throne of God and of 
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall be the light thereof. 
At Jerusalem the Lord shall reign, and be unto it 
an everlasting light, and her God her glorv (Rev. 
xxi. 23 ; xxii. 3 ; 'isaiah xxiv. 23 ; Ix. 19). ' He will fill 
all things. He is God's centre. In Him alone is 
found true union. If others seek it elsewhere, let us, 
who know these things, accept God's order, God's 
arrangements. All union but that formed by God must 
rest on compromise of truth, or acceptance of error. 
This one, and this alone, rests on the reception of 
God's truth simply, fully, and unreservedly. 
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