
ELECTION. 

I T is impossible to realize the infinite, eternal, and 
unerring knowledge and wisdom of God, His all-
controlling will and irresistible power without clearly 
seeing the truth of Election in the most absolute 
light. 

I t is indispensable for the displaying of God in 
His true and right place and character to the faith 
of His saints. 

The holy scriptures abound with the most emphatic 
assertions in its support, and clearly insist upon 
those accompanying truths which are necessarily 
grouped with it, such as, the thorough depravity and 
impotence, as well as enmity against God, of man in 
his fallen estate, " dead in sins," that aspect of the 
death of Christ in which it was specially for the elect, 
the entire work of their regeneration and after pre
servation in the faith by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and all this in conformity with their " predes
tination, according to the purpose of Him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own 
will." 

Do any doubt what I say ? Let them read John 
vi. x.—Bom. viii. ix.—Eph. i. ii.—1 Peter i. u.-^-not 
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to mention numberless other passages in which 
these truths are asserted; which indeed are inter
woven with almost every page of the Bible. 

And why should there be an avoidance of those 
special portions of Holy Writ, or a dishonest attempt 
to explain them away ? I t is a bad sign if we be
tray a fear of any text of scripture. 

How miserable is that "making them of none 
effect" which those are guilty of who hold the 
pitiable idea of "conditional election," as it is 
termed; a doctrine which altogether dethrones God, 
to our faith, as supreme in wisdom and power, by 
representing Him, His purpose, will, and work as 
actually dependent upon, and subservient to, man! 

Who that can read God's Bible and his own heart 
will dare to endorse such a doctrine ? 

And, if these be not only truths, but truths re
vealed by God in His word, they have their proper 
place in our faith, and there are occasions when we 
can faithfully and profitably testify to them for the 
glory of God. 

Brethren in Christ, upon your knees at the throne 
of God's grace, and with His book before your eyes, 
answer to your own consciences these appeals that 
I have made to them! 

But I have yet a word more to say. 
These plain and blessed truths of scripture, like 

all others, have fallen, in many cases, into the un
holy hands of carnal and misguided men: and what 
has been the result ? 

A solemn proof that to diverge in the smallest 
degree from the order', occasion, and spirit, in which 
God would have His truth presented, results in that 
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very truth., when so misused, becoming a weapon as 
deadly as error, and even more subtle, in the hands 
of the enemy for the injury or even positive ruination 
of souls. 

Let us look a little at the character of the gospel 
proclaimed with a view to the conversion of souls in 
apostolic days, as contrasted with that now fre
quently preached. 

It is, beyond all controversy, clear that its main 
burden then was CHEIST, His incarnation, cruci
fixion, and resurrection; the provision God had 
made through Him for the need of man; being 
nothing less than life, eternal life in all its fulness 
(connected with the clear knowledge of the forgive
ness of sins, salvation, and settled peace with God,) 
to the believer; "who found himself thus delivered 
from the world, the law, sin, and the flesh, enjoying 
favour and acceptance in Christ before God in heaven 
on the other side of and beyond death and judg
ment. Connected with this was a clear testimony 
to man's guilt and ruin and its consequences, to
gether with the most searching warnings and ex
hortation ("God commanding all men everywhere 
to repent,") and invitations and encouragements to 
faith in Christ; which, when accompanied by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, proved so admirably appli
cable to man's actual condition of soul before 
God. Should any, who have not much read and 
understood their Bibles, question what I say, I 
would refer such to Acts ii., iii., vii., viii., x., xiii,, 
xvii., xxvi.; also to Mark xvi. 15; Bom. i. 1—4; 
1 Cor. xv. 1—8; &c, &c, in support of my asser
tions. 
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But there are those around us who preach another 
and a "perverted" gospel, the chief and two-fold 
theme of which is Election and Experience. The 
person of Christ has not its due prominence in it. 
Man's responsibility is not in it. And it consists 
rather of the effects of the truth, with the exercises 
supposed to accompany and follow its effectual re
ception, than of the solid truth itself. The fact is, 
that whilst its preachers plainly see the fallacy of 
Arminianism, a system which sets up human re
sponsibility at the expense of divine sovereignty, 
they are entangled in as mischievous a snare them
selves, through viewing divine sovereignty to the 
entire exclusion of human responsibility. 

Both Arminians and Antinomians split on the same 
rock, the confusion of responsibility with capability; 
although they have drifted into widely different 
channels of error through doing so. 

Now man is not inanimate, for, though dead to 
Gody he is active enough in sin; he has a will, it is 
the existence and action of that fallen will in him 
that is sin. And responsibility (though not poiver) is 
involved in his possession of conscience. He is re
sponsible : if he be not, he is not a sinner; for sin is 
violated responsibility. He is responsible for non
conformity to the law, and also for slighting Christ 
in the gospel (Johniii. 18, 19); otherwise, if he be not 
responsible for his unbelief, it can be no sin. See 
where such a system eventually drifts to ! 

Being ignorant of man's responsibility, they set 
aside all that array of scriptures which address him 
as such, and which, when, besides being preached, 
are applied by the Holy Ghost, are the very means 
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appointed for convicting him of sin; for he who has 
never realized responsibility, whatever he may think, 
has never been effectually convinced of sin. These 
errors are the more easily fallen into by many 
through their having more to do with man, Ms 
experiences and his sermons, than with God and 
Sis word-, to which latter they care but little to 
refer, except to extract from it their one, solitary, 
and favorite doctrine. 

The mournful effects of this are clear enough 
in the case both of the godly and the ungodly. 

Let us attempt to trace them to some of their 
natural results. 

They consist in the case of the former, of the 
entire absence of any settled assurance of accept
ance in Christ, leanness of soul resulting from 
dwelling more on doctrine and experience than 
upon Him, and the exercises altogether of souls 
in a backsliding state, out of communion with God; 
and who also betray an antinomian inclination to 
shelter themselves from the guilt of this under 
the plea of divine sovereignty, a truth which 
they thus shockingly abuse. In this state they 
generally continue until, being brought to their 
death-bed, in the wild energy of souls driven into 
extremity out of all their vain shifts and shackles, 
they break through everything, and faith finds its 
satisfaction at last in Christ. 

With the ungodly, whether taking the ground 
of being converted or not, the effects are even more 
fearful. If they are professors, to believe what 
they say, they are distracted by the most distress
ing uncertainty; but yet, attempt to remove this 
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by presenting the blessed peace of the gospel, and 
you become painfully conscious that there is no 
real desire after it in them. They are on good 
terms with their doubts, perhaps even proud of 
them; and, regarding them as an evidence of an 
extraordinarily deep work of the Spirit, they pre
fer not parting with them at all. Or, take them 
on another ground, admit the validity of their mis
givings—perhaps after all they are under a delusion 
and will wake up in torments,—and this meets 
their views still less. Can this be genuine ? Doubts 
that are no doubts, and desires that are no de
sires ! All unreality! Doubts, experiences, and 
desires, that are mere phantoms, picked up second 
hand perhaps from man in the pulpit, and con
cealing beneath their superficiality a real enough 
spirit of self-righteous and bigotted self compla
cency! Oh, terrible delusion! 

And lastly, with those who make no profession 
whatever, and yet hold to these partial views of 
truth, the consequences are quite as solemn; 
slumbering comfortably enough in their sins, as 
many of them are, they yet solace themselves 
with the thought that it is God's work, and His 
time must come for doing it; a truth, yet abused 
with the most deadly results in their case (proving, 
as they plainly enough do by the condition of heart 
they betray, that they certainly are not wrought 
upon by Him); for may not a person tenaciously 
hold and contend for this doctrine* and yet open 
his eyes for the first time in torment, to what proved 
an effectual snare to answer Satan's end in his case! 

My reader, believe me, it is with no view of 
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playing the part of a mere noisy brawler in the 
House of God (in which, alas! vain jangling and 
strife enough already exist), that I feel bound to 
speak thus plainly, in sincere and honest love to 
souls, upon these subjects; and be assured it is 
really to vindicate and clear the truth of Election 
(as its friend, not its foe), of the discredit that has 
thus been brought upon it by some of its mistaken 
and ill-advised adherents, that I have spoken; and 
be not grieved with me, my brother, for doing so, 
lest you thus betray that, after all, it is not the 
vindication of the glorious truth of Election which 
you have really at heart, but rather the maintenance 
of a stubborn, self-sufficient, antinomian spirit, 
concealed under the mere pretence of faithfulness 
to divine truth. 

When the person of Christ has its right place 
before the faith of His disciples, what blessed joy 
and peace animate and fill the soul, how every 
doctrine, when in its proper place, does its part 
towards the beautiful and perfect symmetry of the 
whole system of divine truth, as connected with 
Him, "in whom are hidden all the treasures of wis
dom and knowledge.'' 

"What is our beloved more than another be
loved?" Do not our hearts respond " He is the 
chiefest among ten thousand! . . . . yea, He is 
altogether lovely." May your and my soul, my 
brother in Him, be preserved and maintained 
in happy fellowship with Him, in even and un
shaken peace, not only as to the forgiveness of sins, 
but in God's peace, the unclouded sky of entire absence 
of unbelieving and distracting cares, until through 
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grace we find ourselves where no jarring sin or error 
can intrude upon and mar*our joy in Him, "Who 
ltfved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
fclood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and His Father; to whom be glory and dô  
minion for ever and ever. Amen." 
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