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A CATECHISM, &e.

Q. When did God first commit to the Gentiles sovereign
power in the earth ?

A. Soon after the carrying away of the Jews into Baby-
lon, which happened in the third year of Jehoiakim (Dan. i.
1, 2), when Daniel lived and prophesied.

Q. Where is it stated that the Gentiles received their
power by the special bestowment of God?

A. In the following words addressed to Nebuchadnezzar
in Dan. ii. 37:—* Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for
the God of heaven hath given thec a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory; and wheresoever the children of men
dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven
hath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler
over them all.” These words imply that supreme and pre-
eminent power in the earth, should not be possessed by Jeru-
salem as it had been, nor any other nation that did not fall
within the scope menticned to Nebuchadnezzar.

Q. Was the power thus given to Nebuchadnezzar to con-
tinue always withhis descendants on the throne of Babylon 2

A. No! Nebuchadnezzar is expressly told that it should
descend to three other Empires which should successively
follow his own.

Q. What is the name given in the Scripture to Nebuchad-
nezzar's Empire ?

A. Tt is called the Chaldean or Babylonish Empire.

Q. What Empires were to succeed that of Nebuchad-
nezzar ?

A. The Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman ; which last
was to undergo a sub-division into ten kingdoms. The
whole period from Nebuchadnezzar to the close of Gentile
authority is called by our Lord in Luke xxi. 24, ¢ times of
the Gentiles.”—And during the whole of this time Jerusa-
lem is to be subject to, or trodden down by these Empires.

Q. By what hcrules are these four great and univ ch'll
Empires cymbolwcd ?

A. They are first symbolized by a huge metallic figure, or
statue of the human form, as seen in a dream by Nebuchad-
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nezzar; and secondly by four great and terrible beasts as
seen by Daniel in anight vision.

Q. Quote that portion of Scripture wherein they are repre-
scnted by the gigantic metallic image.

A, “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image.
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood
before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s
liecad was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his
belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part
of iron and part of clay.” (Dan. ii. 31—33.)

Q. Quote that Scripture where they are represented by
four beasts.

A. ““ And four great beasts came up from the sea, diversc
one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagles’
wings :—and beheld another beast, a second, like a bear,
and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of
it :—After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard,
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the
beast had also four heads; after this I saw in the night
visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and
strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth: and it
had ten horns.” (Dan. vii. 3—7.) ¢ These great beasts,
which afe four, are four kings, which shall arise out of
the earth.” {Dan. vii. 17.)

Q. Why should there be two visions respecting the same
Empires ?

A. The first vision under the figure of the precious metals,
represents the character of the power, as to whether it would
retain its intrinsic preciousness, or be debased. The second
vision under the figure of beasts, represents these Empires
in the exercise of their power, andtheir moral estimate by God.

Q. Which of the four Empires is the first mentioned 2

A. The Babylonish.—The power of the Babylonish mon-
arch was centred round himself, and was not derived either from
the nobles, or from the people. It is thercfore symbolized by
gold—the riost precious of metals. ¢ Thou, O king, art a
king of kings.— Thou art this head of gold.” (Dan. ii. 37, 38.)

Q. Which of the beasts represents this kingdom ?

A. The first mentioned, which is the lion, the king of
all beasts. (Prov. xxx. 30.) ¢ The first was like a lion, and
had eagles’ wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand

upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.”
(Dan, vii. 4.)
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Q. How long did this kingdom continue after it had
reached the zenith of its glory?

A. About seventy years, the period of Judah’s captivity
to this power.

Q. By what kingdom was it succeeded ?

A. By that of the Medes and Persians, which afterwards
was consolidated into the Persian.—It was inferior in the
character of its power to the Babylonish, because the monarch
was greatly dependant upon the nobles and men of birth.

Q. How was the Persian Empire symbolized ?

A. By the breast and arms of the image, which were of
silver, which though a precious metal is inferior to gold.

Q. Which of the beasts represents this kingdom ?

A. The second mentioned.—** And behold another beast, a
second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it
had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and
they said thus unto it, arise, devour much flesh.” (Dan. vii. 5.)

Q. By what kingdom was the Persian succeeded ?

A. By the third or Grecian Empire, which wvas inferior to
the Persian, inasmuch as the power of the monarch was vest-
ed, not in men of birth, but in those who had raised them-
selves by military skill, or other such means into importance.

Q. By what part of the image was this Empire represented ?

A. By the belly and thighs which were of brass, a metal
inferior to gold or silver.

Q. Which of the four beasts prefigured this Iimpire ?

A. The leopard, being the third mentioned.—* After this
I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the
back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four
heads; and dominion was given it. (Dan. vii. 6.)

Q. Which is the next Empire mentioned ?

A. The Roman, which in the special character of its
power, descended yet one step lower than the Greck, for
power among the Romans became popular or democratic.

Q. Is this Empire symbolized by any part of the image?

A. By its legs of iron, and its feet part of iron, and part of
clay.

Q. Isthispoweralsorepresented by either of the four beasts 2

A. Itis, by the fourth, the most dreadful and terrible of
them all.

Q. How is this beast introduced by Daniel ?

A. In the following manner.—‘¢ After this I saw in the
night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and ter-
rible, and strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth:
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it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue
with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts
that were before it; and it had ten horns.” (Dan. vii. 7.)

Q. Underwhichofthe four great Empiresare we now living ?

A. Under that symbolized by the legs and feet of the image,
and by the fourth beast.—In other words, under the Roman,
the last universal Empire that ever will exist among the
Gentiles.

Q. What part of the image do’you suppose marks par-
ticularly the times in which we live 2

A. The feet. I suppose the legs of iron to have marked
the Roman power in the earlier state of its history, when
there was the strength of the iron” unmixed with clay.
At present it is in its weakened state—I should say almost
its weakest state; not that it hath not the strength of the
iron in it, but that it hath alse the weakness of the clay; so
that this power is fitly described in its present state ¢ part
of iron, and part of clay.” (Dan. ii. 33.)

Q. What interpretation is given respecting this part of
the image ?

A. The following :—* The fourth kingdom shall }¢ /,ueng
as iron ; forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth
all things: and as iron breaketh all these, shall it break in
pieces and bruise. And whereas thousawest che feet and
toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron,
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.
And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay;
so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.”
(Dan. ii. 40—42.)

Q. Is this Empire deseribed in the prophecy as retaining
its unity, or as becoming divided ?

A. As divided into ten kingdoms. This is indicated by
the ten toes of theimage, and by the ten horns of the fourth beast.

Q. Have these ten divisions been manifested yet ?

A. No! but we may expect to see the whole territory
which was included in the Roman Empire, both in its eastern
and western parts, divided into ten kingdoms. The fourth
beast is described as having ten horns; and it is expressly
said * the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise.” (Dan. vii. 24.)

Q. What countries are included within these limits ?

A. The principal are England, France, Belgium, Spain,
Portugal, Switzerland, Italy, the Southern parts of Austria,
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Turkey in Europe, Greece, Egypt, the Northern Coast of
Africa, and the islands of the Mediterranean, Asia Minor, and
Syria, up to the Euphrates.

Q. What will be the character of the power possessed
by these ten kingdoms when they shall have been deve-
loped ?

A, Debased by admixture of popular influence. It is
symbolized by iron mixed with clay.

Q. Will the power never be again concentrated ?

A. Tt will always remain distributed among different king-
doms; but we are told in Rev. xvii. 17, that the kings of
these kingdoms will agree and give their kingdom to one
person until the words of God shall be fulfilled.

Q. How is this person described in Daniel ?

A. Under the symbol of a little horn.—*“In this horn were
eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great
things” (Dan. vii. 8),—i.e. I suppose he will be intellectually
great, as well as furnished with these things which usually
supply the strength and glory of kingly power. It will be
small at its commencement even a little horn, but will wax
great in the earth till at length all earthly power will be eon-
centrated in it ; and then it will assume the stand formerly
occupied by the Roman and the other preceding Empires.
It is probably for this reason that in Rev. xiii. 2, the same
power is symbolized by a beast compounded of the three beasts,
which in Dan. vii. symbolize the three first universal Empires.

Q. In what part of Daniel are his actions most fully de-
scribed ?

A. In the 11th chapter, from verse 36 to the end. Apos-
tasy, blasphemous infidelity, and idolatry are marked as the
great characteristics of his reign.

Q. Is he mentioned in any other parts of the Old Testa-
ment ?

A. Yes. In Isaiah xiv. there is a striking descuiption of
his final overthrow, at the time when the Lord will again
“ have mercy on Jacob and choose Israel and set them in
their own land.” He is described as having said in his
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God, I will set also upon the mount of the con-
gregation in the sides of the north—t.e. on Mount Zion. He
appears also to have assumed the name of Lucifer, son of the
morning or day-star, one of the names of the Lord Himself,
who is both ¢ the root and the offspring of David, the bright
and morning statr.” (Rev. xxii. 16.) I believe he is also
intended by the foolish and idol shepherd of whom mentior
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possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.”
(Dan. vil. 18.)

Q. What then becomes of the infidel king, the beast or
little horn ?

A. “ He shall come to his end and none shall help him.”
(Dan. xi. 45.) I have already quoted that Scripture (Rev.
xix. 20) where we are told ¢ he was cast alive into a lake of
fire burning with brimstone.” The same fact is corroborated
by Daniel. ‘‘I beheld then because of the voice of the great
words which the horn spake. Ibeheld even till the beast
was slain, and his body destroyed and given to the burning
flame. (Dan. vii. 11.)

Q. Will the kingdom of the *“little horn™ be succeeded
by any other?

A. Not by another earthly kingdom, but by an heavenly
kingdom upon the earth; for, ¢ In the days of these kings
will the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed ; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but shall break in pieces, and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” (Dan. ii. 41.)

Q. By what name would you designate this kingdom ?

A. I should designate it ‘“ the kingdom of heaven,” for so
it is frequently expressed in the gospel of Matthew. Tt is
also called ‘“the kingdom of God,” and is the millennial
kingdom of Christ.

Q. Is this the same we sometimes hear spoken of by
Christians as the kingdom of the Son of man ?

A. The same: and it is perfectly consistent with the
idiom of Scripture so to name it. (Matt, xvi. 28.) God will
reign in this kingdom by Jesus Christ j; and Daniel in his
vision saw the Son of man installed in and taking posses-
sion of His kingdom:—*T saw in the night visions and
beliold, one like unto the Son of man, come with the clouds
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before Iim. And there was given Him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom; that all people, and nations,
and languages, should serve Him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not passaway, and His king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed.” (Dan. vii. 13, 14.)
Now when the kingdom shall be thus given to Christ, then
also those who have been washed from their sins in His
blood, and made kings and priests to God and His Father
(Rev. i. 5, 6), shall reign with Him; and this is what we
are taught by the saints possessing the kingdom. (Dan. vii.22.)
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Q. But what induces you to think this kingdom will be
upon the earth 2

A. WereI to judge from analogy alone, I could arrive
at no other conclusion; but I apprehend the whole of the
prophetic statements given in Daniel respecting the four
successive and universal Empires, and that which follows,
confirms this opinion. Daniel saw four great Empires set
up one after another on the earth ; after which he beholds
another differing from them all, and symbolized by * a stone
cut out without hands,” which after demolishing in judgment
all these several Empires, becomes a great mountain and
fills all the earth. (Dan. ii. 34, 35.) 'What therefore God
calls the earth, I apprehend must mean the earth; and
there (in the earth) it appears this kingdom of the stone
becomes great, and fills it (the carth) with its greatness ;
and for what purpose does Christ come in the clouds of
heaven but manifestly to take possession of that kingdom
He is gone to receive ? (Luke xix. 12.)

Q. Have you any other scriptural proofs upon which you
ground your faith in this matter 2

A. Many! Christ’s inheritance and the inheritance of the
saints is one; wherefore He saith, “ I appoint unto you
a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto me.” (Luke
xxii. 29.) When therefore I read ‘ blessed are the meck
for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. v. 5, Ps. xxxvii. 11),
I am satisfied Christ will inherit italso. Hence * His do-
minion is from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends
of the earth.” (Ps. Ixxii. 8.) Moreover Iread that the
kingdom which will be given to the saints (and this is
identical with Christ’'s) is a ¢ kingdom wunder the whole
heaven” (Dan. vii. 27); this I suppose to mean the earth.
Besides the expectation and language of those who sang
the new song, and who confessed they were redeemed to
God by the blood of the Lamb, out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, confirms this belief. Their language
is, ‘“and hath made us unto our God, kings and priests, and
we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. v. 10.)

Q. What instruction do we gather from these visions and
dreams in Daniel which are prophetic in their character ?

A. Were we at the pains to compare what they bring
before us, with the faithful historic records that have been
given respecting much of the past history of these four Em-
pires, we should learn how truly history, corresponding with
the prophecy, shows it to have been thus far fulfilled to the
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to expect that what remains to be fulfilled will be accom-
plished in like manner.

Q. What great moral lessons may we learn from them ?

A. We learn both instruction and warning. They in-
struct us as td the judgment that is coming on the world,
shown by the stone of smiting.—The tribulation through
which the saints will be called to pass in all faithfulness in
the last times when “‘ the Antichrist” shall be revealed ; and
they cast their light upon that path, which conducts the
saints to ‘‘an exceeding weight of glory,” reserved for the
Church of the living God. But they also warn us to watch
and be sober, * to wait for the Lord-from heaven,” and to
separate from all such principles and associations at the
present time, as appear rapidly to be preparing the way for
the coming in of ““ the Antichrist” of the last days, and are
leading on to that infidel state of things (notwithstanding all
the specious, deceptive, yet flattering appearances to the
contrary) which will call down upon cliristendom the judg-
ments of God.

Q. But is not this what prophecy teaches us in general 2

A. It is : and therefore the fitness of the Apostolic exhor-
tation, “we have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star
arise in your hearts.” (2 Pet. i. 19.) Yet a little while and
that star shall arise—‘‘ He that shall come will come and
will not tarry.” (Heb. x. 5.) Soon shall He cause * His
glorious voice to be heard.” (Is. xxx. 30.) ¢Behold the
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.” (Matt. xxv.
6.) Soon very soon and “‘all the glorious things spoken of
Zion the city of our God” (Ps. lxxxvii. 3) will be realized,
and Christ, God’s King, be manifestly seated in *“ His holy
hill of Zion.” (Ps. ii. 6.) Then will He wear His ‘‘ many
crowns” (Rev. xix. 12); ‘“ be great unto the ends of the
earth” (Micah v. 4) ; ‘“‘possess the gate of His enemies, and
all the nations of the earth will be blessed in Him.” (Gen.
xxii, 17, 18.) ¢ The Lord will hasten it in His time” (Is.
1x. 22), for “of the increase of His government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
His kingdom, to order it and to establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of
the Lord of Hosts will perform this. (Is. ix. 7.)
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