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The title of this number is suggested 

by an incident which occurred when one 
much troubled in soul was brought for 
help to our brother. All the difficulties 
which tried this dear one were poured 
out to him who was so ready at all times 
to hear and sympathize. In answer to 
each one our brother replied, "Christ is 

all;" and at the end said, "You have been 
occupied with self. You have 

`I.' Turn to Christ; Christ is all." This 
was used to accomplish a happy deliver-
ance. 
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"None of Self, and All of Thee" 

"Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow 
That a time could ever be, 
When I proudly said to Jesus, 
`All of self and none of Thee.' 

"Yet He found me; I beheld Him 
Bleeding on th' accursed tree, 
And my wistful heart said faintly, 
`Some of self, and some of Thee.' 

"Day by day His tender mercy, 
Healing, helping, full and free, 
Brought me lower, while I whispered, 
`Less of self and more of Thee.' 

"Higher than the highest heaven, 
Deeper than the deepest sea, 
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered ; 
`None of self, and all of Thee'." 



"Lastly, I gratefully declare my personal faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, my beloved Saviour, 
whose I am for time and eternity; to whose in-
finite grace alone I owe my all. I most affection-
ately press upon my beloved children to make the 
Lord their chief object, to live in love and peace, 
and to serve Him." 

(Last paragraph in our brother's will) 



IN MEMORIAM 

"Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the Word 
of God, and considering the issue of their 

conduct, imitate their faith." 
(Heb. 13:7, New Trans.) 

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and to the ages to come." 

"None of self and all of Thee," a favorite hymn 
of him to whose remembrance this special num-
ber of HELP AND FOOD is devoted, gives us a little 
glimpse of his secret exercises. Its words recall 
his deep-toned spirituality and devoted love for 
Christ, which was so often shown in tenderness, 
sympathy and sincere affection for the Lord's 
dear people. These qualities of his faith none 
could fail to appreciate who came in contact with 
him—our beloved brother and faithful leader, 
Samuel Ridout. 

The Spirit of God exhorts us to remember such 
examples of faith and piety. We cannot do better 
than take present heed to it as God's command, 
for the profit and encouragement of our souls. 

The loss we feel is cause for sorrow, but the 
memory of his life and service only awakens 
thankfulness to God, while we must rejoice that 
he now rests in the presence of the Master he 
loved and served. 

There can be no question as to his claim upon 
our affectionate remembrance. Did he not speak 
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to us the Word of God? I need only call atten-
tion to the list of his published ministry to prove 
his title, while the many whose privilege it was 
to sit under his oral ministry, unite to bear wit-
ness to the spiritual freshness and power which 
ever marked his presentation of the precious 
truth of God's Word. 

This was not a matter of word only, but of 
power, for his conduct witnessed how deeply the 
current of his life was affected by the truth he 
ministered. We recall what manner of man he 
was among us, and, doing so, our hearts and 
minds are turned to Christ—we are brought low 
at His feet in thankfulness and worship. Such an 
issue is the highest claim to recognition as a 
leader whose memory we do well to recall, that 
we may learn thereby how the Spirit of God 
wrought a manifestation of the mind of Christ in 
one of His own. 

We are called to imitate his faith. This can only 
mean for us the habitual practice of a daily walk 
in close fellowship with Christ, for it was the 
reality of this which manifested itself in his con-
duct, whether in the intimacy of his home, in the 
life and service of the assembly, or out in the 
world as he came in contact with it in the or-
dinary affairs of life. 

His faith manifested itself in definite quali-
ties of leadership. 

We remember him as an instructor in the pre-
cious, priceless things of Christ—not in any cold, 
formal or technical manner did he open to us the 
meaning of the Word, but his service in this way 
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was ever with the warmth of affectionate appeal 
to the heart, as well as supplying abundant ma- 
terial for the mind. He sought to hold the intel-
lectual and affectionate faculties in that even 
balance so essential to a well-ordered life. 

We remember him as a faithful shepherd of the 
flock of God, serving out of a willing heart, ever 
ready without regard to selfish interest, a true 
model after which we do well to seek grace to 
mould our own little service in love to one an- 
other. He cared "with genuine feeling how" we 
got on in "the things of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 2 :21, 
New Trans.) 

We remember him as a man of God who pur-
sued righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, 
meekness of spirit, striving earnestly in the good 
conflict of faith (1 Tim. 6 :11, 12, N. T.). 

Through the grace of God we saw in him "a 
model of the believers, in conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity" (1 Tim. 4 :12, N. T.). 

We remember him as a father in the family of 
God, not only in his maturity of knowledge, but 
also in tender sympathetic care, ever exhorting, 
comforting and testifying that we should walk 
worthy of God who calls us to His own kingdom 
and glory (1 Thess. 2: 11, 12). Truly we found 
him gentle, yearning over us, finding his delight 
in imparting not only the glad tidings of God, 
but his own life, for he loved us in the Lord. 

We remember him as a gift from the Head of 
the Church who was both a teacher and pastor, 
laboring assiduously "for the perfecting of the 
saints; with a view to the work of the ministry, 
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with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ." 
We remember him as ever showing a lowly 

mind, a gentle and forgiving spirit in the face 
of unjust criticism—an example and inspiration 
to those near to him who knew how keenly he 
suffered during the closing years of his life from 
the hands of some he had faithfully and lovingly 
served. 

What we learn from all of this for our encour-
agement is how preciously the mind of Christ may 
be formed in one of His own—one who answered 
in life to his own words : 

"Leave the place of self-will, venture fully, 
wholly upon God ; you cannot perish, cannot trust 
Him too fully. When our wills no longer resist 
Him, we find His blessed will, His love, bearing 
us upward, carrying us as a child is borne in its 
mother's arms. Here we find the very might of 
His will which we so feared bears and lifts us in 
perfect rest. 

"Higher than the highest heavens, 
Deeper than the deepest sea; 
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered, 
`None of self, and all of Thee'." 

(From the Treasury of Truth Almanac and Counselor for 1930) 

Our loss is indeed great, but I am sure that 
could he speak to us now his message would be : 

" 'Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and to-
day, and to the ages to come.' If you have learned 
anything of Him in me, that imitate that He may 
be glorified in all your ways. Make everything 
of Christ." 

—JOHN BLOOM. 



Historical Sketch 

Samuel Ridout was born in Annapolis, Md., Oct. 
22, 1855, the son of Dr. Samuel Ridout and his 
wife, Anne. When about one year old his fa-
ther died, and about four years later, his mother 
also. It then developed upon his grand-father 
to care for and guide the course of young 
Samuel. Of this devoted and godly man, Mr. 
Ridout ever spoke in the highest terms of appre-
ciation, and often mentioned how greatly he was 
indebted to him for a training in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Childhood's days were spent in Annapolis until 
about the age of 12, when Samuel was sent to 
Tennant's School in Penna. From there in due 
course he returned to enter St. John's College in 
Annapolis, and graduated from this Institution 
when 18 years old. 

About this time his state of health gave cause 
for grave concern and it was arranged for him 
to go to sea. He entered the U. S. naval service 
under Capt. Carter of the "Alaska," one of the 
old wooden type of naval vessels. Captain Carter 
was a close family friend, and the young man was 
ranked as a midshipman with the duties of Cap-
tain's yeoman. In this capacity he served for 
about three years, until Mrs. Carter died in 
Europe while her husband's vessel was cruising 
in Mediterranean waters. The body was to be 
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laid away in American soil, and Mr. Ridout was 
charged with its care. This brought him back to 
America and also terminated his period of service 
on the sea. He would then be about 22 years of 
age. 

During these three years on the sea he passed 
through deep exercise as to his soul. This led him 
to seek Christian company whenever the oppor-
tunity presented itself, and so he attended meet-
ings at various ports of call. During this period 
he was bereft of his only sister and her death 
seemed to crystallize his soul-exercise. With this 
settled, he manifested a growing interest in and 
desire to have part in the Lord's work. For a 
short time he taught school in Western Maryland 
in the coal-mining districts. Here, working 
among many poor and comparatively illiterate 
people, and often having as scholars those of his 
own age lacking in all those qualities which would 
appeal to his sensitive and intellectual nature, 
he had many tests and trials which doubtless 
helped to develop in him those characteristics 
which in later years endeared him to all who 
made his acquaintance. While thus engaged he 
devoted his vacation time to Colporteur work in 
the mountain sections of Virginia and Maryland. 

It was after this that more definite plans were 
made for the future, and encouraged by his godly 
grandfather, he determined to enter Princeton 
Seminary, where he graduated in 1880. He filled 
several vacancies in Pennsylvania and received 
his first permanent charge in Baltimore. Here he 
labored for a year or more. 
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About this time he became acquainted with 
those meeting in separation from the recognized 
religious systems. This led to much exercise as 
to the path he should take. He accepted, at great 
personal sacrifice, the principles of truth accord-
ing to which those known as "Plymouth Breth-
ren" gather for the worship and service of God, 
separating from the Presbyterian Church to enter 
upon what he now firmly believed was the path of 
faith for God's people. 	He identified himself 
with the assembly then meeting in Baltimore, and 
took his place in a lowly humble manner, wait-
ing upon the Lord to open the way for him as 
to service and ministry, never for a moment con-
sidering that the place he had previously filled 
was a title to any special recognition on the part 
of his brethren. 

He took a position as a clerk in the service of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at $30.00 a month, 
and also tutored in spare time. 

It was not long before his presence and minis-
try was realized to be of great benefit to the as-
sembly, earning for him the affection of the 
Lord's people and the early recognition of his 
marked gift from Christ, the Head of the Church. 

In 1883 he married Anna Elizabeth Newark, 
and continued living in Baltimore until 1903. 
Here three children were born, Anna Mary, 
Samuel who died, and Seth. In 1903 our brother 
removed his home to Boyertown, Pa., and con-
tinued there until 1912, when he came to reside 
in Plainfield, N. J. 

The record of his service among the assemblies, 
lasting for over forty years, is too well known to 
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need any lengthy comment. He followed F. W. 
Grant in the Editorship of "Help and Food," and 
was associated with him in the work of the 
Numerical Bible. In 1900 he suggested and made 
possible by his work the issuing of the Sunday 
School Visitor, and for many years wrote the 
Bible Class lessons. 	For nearly 30 years he 
compiled the Treasury of Truth Almanac and 
Counsellor, and in the work of the Bible Truth 
Depot his help and counsel were ever a source 
of inspiration and comfort. These varied acti-
vities were carried on along with extended trips 
in the course of his ministry to the Lord's people 
and in the Gospel. 	In all this labor he con- 
sistently sought to set forth and maintain those 
principles of truth as to the Church of God, its 
path and testimony in the world, which led him 
to separate at the first. This he did quite apart 
from the least shadow of spiritual pride or sec-
tarian spirit, with a heart ever open to and full 
of warm affection toward all the people of God, 
and with constant endeavor never to weaken or 
compromise by act or word what he firmly be-
lieved was the only right place for the children 
of God amid the failure and confusion which 
abound in these days. 

Our brother's beloved wife and companion in 
labor departed to be with Christ, Jan. 1, 1924, 
while visiting at Chicago where her husband was 
attending a conference for the ministry of the 
Word. During the following years, Mr. Ridout 
increasingly suffered from ill-health, but between 
these seasons he ever gave evidence of the same 
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spiritual vigor and happy spirit that had proved 
so great a blessing to the Lord's people through 
all the years of his ministry. Early in 1927 he 
made an extended visit to the Pacific Coast—a 
visit long anticipated, and when finally realized 
much enjoyed. 

For the last three years lengthy trips were be-
yond his strength, and apart from brief visits to 
near-by places, he devoted his time to ministry in 
Plainfield where he lived with his son Seth. 
About the middle of November last he suffered a 
severe heart attack, but spite of this kept his 
promise to visit Schenectady, N. Y., at Thanks-
giving time. There he spent a few days in min-
istry. When returning his heart again gave him 
serious trouble, but from this too he rallied and 
was at the New Year Conference in Passaic. 

The following weeks were spent quietly at 
home until he was asked to preach at the con-
ference of the Prophetic Testimony of Baltimore 
on Thursday evening, February 20th. Mr. Ridout 
left Plainfield that afternoon to keep this ap-
pointment, and then to be with the saints at 
the all-day meeting on the 22nd. He suffered 
a heart attack on the train, but received im-
mediate care from friends who met him. They 
urged him to give up his appointment for that 
evening, but feeling somewhat better, he went to 
the meeting, and those privileged to attend said 
they never heard him better as he broke the bread 
of life to believers and tenderly urged sinners to 
accept the Saviour. During Friday, he experi-
enced much difficulty in breathing, and he suffered 
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until Saturday morning at 11:30 when, during 
sleep, he went to be with his Lord, whom he had 
loved and served so long. In the mercy of God 
this occurred at the home of Mr. Alfred Tinley, 
where he was accustomed to stay and had every 
comfort. 

A good number gathered at Baltimore at 3:30 
p. m. on Lord's Day, to express sorrow and sym-
pathy, but to thank our Lord for the gift to the 
Church of a life so richly filled with love and 
service. The precious body was brought to Plain-
field on Monday morning, and laid in the Meeting 
Room where so much of his valued ministry was 
given. The funeral service was arranged for the 
following afternoon, Tuesday, at 2 o'clock. 

Funeral Service 

There was no pre-arrangement as to the order 
for this service, for we believed our brother him-
self would have wished it conducted in - depend-
ence upon the Lord for the Holy Spirit to guide 
in whatever was said or done. 

A large company gathered, some from quite 
distant places, and at the hour appointed the 
service was opened by Bro. Marty of Passaic, 
who gave out hymn 26 ("Little Flock") . P. D. 
Loizeaux followed with prayer. Hymn 65 ("Grace 
and Truth") was given out, it being recalled that 
after one of our recent Lord's Day morning meet-
ings when this hymn had been sung, that our 
beloved brother mentioned his desire to have it 
sung at his funeral. 
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Mr. Geo. McCandless then spoke, reading 
1 Thess. 2 :4-12; 3 :8. He touchingly showed how 
through many long years, God had spoken to our 
hearts through our dear brother in a service in 
which God's heart had breathed out in love and 
faith, drawing how many to the feet of the Lord 
Jesus. When we think of it, how precious it is to 
find the love of our gracious Lord thus flowing 
through the heart of a man! He referred to the 
scriptures read as calling to mind what we had 
seen in our dear brother. To him we might 
rightly transfer those words of the apostle—"I 
was gentle." In him, too, we found the energy 
and faithfulness of a father (v. 11), but ever 
entwined with the tenderness and consideration 
of a nurse (v. 7), while readiness, not only to 
impart the gospel but even his own soul, marked 
his service (v. 8) . This, as with the apostle, was 
because the Lord's people were dear to him, for 
he lived in the atmosphere of the love of Christ 
for his brethren. He spent his soul as well as 
ministered his gifts. "For now we live if ye 
stand fast in the Lord," may well be used to ex-
press the deep exercise of heart that ever accom-
panied his service to the saints. We need not 
expect the place left vacant by our brother's 
homegoing to be filled by another servant of 
Christ, but may our loss draw us closer to the 
Lord, and closer together for the little while that 
remains. Only in this way may the gap be filled 
in some measure, and along with this may the 
example of our departed brother lead us to be 
more marked by prayer and intercession. 
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Mr. F. C. Jennings, of Plainfield, followed, 
voicing the affection of many not so closely asso-
ciated with our brother in one way as others, but 
who would permit no superiority in their affec-
tion, respect and esteem, for him. Mr. Jennings 
referred to the Lord's words in John 11: "Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may 
awake him out of sleep," and applied them to our 
brother, in a message of real comfort to all our 
hearts. He called attention to the first word 
"Our." The Lord associates others with Himself 
in mutual affection. What wonderful condescen-
sion! We say, "Our brother," and the Lord says, 
"Our friend." Some words lose their sweetness 
in the cold atmosphere of this world. Among men 
the word "friend" has a very modified degree of 
affection, and it is used without any idea of deep 
feeling. But the word used by the Lord means, 
"beloved"—"our dear one," "our closely affec-
tioned one," "our beloved one" — "our friend." 
The sweet gentleness and affection, so marked a 
characteristic of our beloved brother, makes us 
all feel that we have lost just such a friend. 

"Our friend Lazarus sleepeth," and our dear 
friend Samuel Ridout has fallen asleep through 
Jesus. Then, as a closing thought,"I go that I may 
awaken him out of sleep." Can this fail to suggest 
to us that great hour of awakening when all the 
beloved ones who have passed on a little before 
shall rise at the bidding of Him who called Lazar-
us forth from the tomb? Perhaps as the years 
pass it is a little difficult to maintain that hope in 
brightness, yet everything points to it, and as it 
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were, cries aloud, "He comes !" Let us cheer our 
hearts, and remember that precious word in an-
other chapter, "I will come again and receive 
you." Let us hold fast this precious hope. Mr. 
Jennings asked that we might sing part of a hymn 
composed by Brother Ridout-166, in "Grace and 
Truth," verses 3 and 4. 

Mr. V. Pennington, of Newark, read Rev. 3:11-
12. He spoke of how our brother had been an 
overcomer, and how every memory of him gave 
a sweet savor of Christ, for he spent himself in 
service for the saints of God, he could not get too 
low at their feet to serve them. He was a true 
minister of Christ, never dominating the Lord's 
people, but rather taking the lower place, much 
like the apostle who said of himself, "less than 
the least of all saints." He delighted in the loveli-
ness of Christ, and throughout his career sought 
to make Him the One for whom he lived. He 
ever sought to hold up Christ before the saints 
and the world. As we look back over his ministry, 
we recall how the fragrance of Christ ever ac-
companied it, and that as the Holy Spirit used 
him to unfold the beauties and perfections of our 
blessed Lord, the flesh withered, the world faded 
away into nothingness, and the saints were re-
newed in spirit and built up. No selfish aim 
actuated him, but forgetfulness of himself and his 
own comforts ever marked his service. Our bro-
ther has been as a pillar in the Church of God, 
holding up Christ, hiding behind His glory. These 
are memories which remain of a fragrant life 
lived in devotedness to Christ, and spent serving 
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His people. What must it be for him to be with 
the Lord he so loved and served ? Shall we not 
find him in eternity as a pillar in the temple of 
God? 

Oh, that we might be encouraged to follow in 
his steps, seeking to have more of his patience, 
more of his loyalty to Christ, giving the flesh no 
place, living in separation from the world, our 
affections set upon our Lord with whom we are 
to be very soon. 

Mr. P. D. Loizeaux in a few remarks called to 
mind how on one occasion Brother Ridout said 
to him, "Haven't you sometimes felt as if you 
could put out your hand and touch Him?" This 
served at the time to emphasize his close intimacy 
with the Lord. This is what we need, and what 
our beloved brother would press upon us. At 
another time, when giving a series of addresses 
to expose Millennial Dawnism, before one of the 
meetings he remarked that it seemed as if he 
could feel the presence of Christ and felt that the 
Lord had given him what he had to say. His life 
took its character from this close contact with the 
Lord. May we know more of its blessedness. 

Mr. H. Yorgey, of Pottstown, Pa., spoke of 
knowing Brother Ridout for 45 years, and that 
he ever found him all that had been said of him. 
We would all say, "How he loved the Lord !" but 
he would rather have us speak of that in which 
he lived—the Lord's love, the love of God in the 
gift of His Son, those unsearchable riches of His 
grace and glory ! He was always quiet, tender, 
forgiving, ever seeking to be very much like the 
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Master Himself, ever urging us to be occupied 
with Christ alone. 

Mr. McCandless prayed. 
Mr. S. A. White then spoke from Ezek. 33 :30-

33, recalling the last time he heard Bro. Ridout 
speak, in an affectionate appeal, particularly 
to the young, not to go down into Egypt, but to 
live in separation from the world, and rather, as 
Peter enjoins, show forth the praises of Him who 
has called us. May the revival in our memories 
of that message awaken a fuller response in all 
our hearts. 

A poem by Mr. Pentecost was read, and then 
a request for prayers expressing our need in view 
of our felt loss. J. C. Manahan, F. L. French, 
R. Bullman, Albert Mayer, and G. W. Heffelfinger 
responded in earnest intercession mingled with 
much thanksgiving for the life and ministry of 
our brother as a gift to the Church from the Head 
in glory. This concluded the service in the 
Meeting Room, and then the body was taken to 
Hillside Cemetery to be laid beside that of his 
beloved wife. 

At the grave, Dr. Shope of Philadelphia gave a 
tribute from the medical profession with a num-
ber of whom Bro. Ridout had been acquainted. 
The hymn, "Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep," was 
sung and Mr. Bloore prayed. In closing Mr. 
Dixon, of Kenilworth, N. J., requested that we 
sing verses 3 and 4 of hymn 316 in the "Little 
Flock" Hymn Book. 
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WHO died for sin, Who rose to save, 
Tells us, o'er this the opened grave, 

"I died that ye might live." 
And as we're gathered round the bier, 
We hear Him say, "Be of good cheer, 

Eternal life I give." 

E'en as the wan autumnal sun 
But tells us of the Spring to come, 

His promise is to thee ; 
So gazing on the fallen leaf, 
In this our bitter loss and grief, 

Our blessed hope we see. 

He, whom not having seen we love, 
Is waiting in His home above 

To welcome you and me ; 
E'en now upon that loving breast 
Our brother has found perfect rest, . 

From care and sorrow free. 

We who've found refuge at the Cross 
Wince not, nor fret at this our loss—

'Tis his eternal gain— 
We know one friend is added more 
To those upon the distant shore 

Whom we will meet again. 

—ROBERT R. PENTECOST. 



Extracts from Letters 

"I hear to-day that beloved Mr. Ridout has 
passed to his rest, and feeling something of the 
greatness of the loss that you have sustained 
along with all the dear brethren whom I know 
and love in U. S. A., I must send you a line of true 
brotherly sympathy. Three things struck me 
about our beloved brother : First and most, his 
Christ-like spirit, then his wise, well-balanced 
judgment, and then his grasp of the truth of 
God. You will miss him greatly in these things, 
yet they will leave among you a fragrance that 
will not soon pass away, and I believe will stir 
you up to follow his faith. 

It is a comfort to know that the Lord cares 
for His saints. It was this care that made Him 
iraise up and fit such an one as Mr. Ridout to 
love and care for you all, and He can raise up and 
fit others. Yes, in spite of the increasing de-
clension, He will still care for you all. You were 
thankful to have such a brother among you so 
long, but you were not dependent upon him, but 
upon the Lord who gave him, and the Lord re-
mains, and upon Him and His eternal changeless 
love, you can cast yourselves in your sore bereave-
ment. 

What a welcome our beloved brother would 
get! How wonderful to think of his joy in the 
presence of his Saviour! And great will be his 
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reward for all his labors and suffering for the 
Lord's sake! You will rejoice in these things 
while we wait for the fulfilment of all our hopes 
at our Lord's return." 

—J. T. MAWSON. 

"The sad news came to us yesterday, of the 
taking away of our beloved brother, Mr. S. 
Ridout. But in our grief we also rejoice as we 
think of him in the presence of the ONE he 
loved so well, and of whom it could very truly be 
said, without any question, that like John the 
beloved, he too lay "on Jesus' breast." Now the 
Lord has called him out of this scene of suffering 
and sorrow and strife, to rest in His presence, 
till that day when all His own shall be called to 
meet Him in the air. 

We feel especially for the dear sorrowing 
family and the dear saints in Plainfield and 
vicinity, to all of whom our beloved brother had 
so endeared himself by a life and testimony 
patterned closely after his blessed Lord and 
Master. How his familiar face and voice will be 
missed by those who, like yourself, knew him so 
well! The sweetness and strength of a character 
such as our dear brother sustained through good 
and evil report can only be possessed through con-
stant and conscious abiding in Christ. 

May the Lord graciously uphold you and all 
the dear saints with you in this great loss and 
sorrow. May you be able to look up to the ONE 
who has taken His honored and faithful servant 
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to Himself, and receive from Him that consola-
tion and comfort needed in an hour like this, 
when the heart and mind are dazed, as it were, 
through a sudden blow, in having had taken from 
among you one who, more than most, was a living 
type of Him who said, "Take my yoke upon you 
and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart." 

We know that our blessed Lord, who "loved 
and gave Himself for the Church," will continue 
to minister from His own heart of compassion 
and infinite love all that His saints need in this 
world. If He has taken His dear servant away 
from us—one who loved to serve the beloved 
saints—He will raise up other channels, and our 
prayer is that this may be so. May the encour-
agement and cheer and warning and instruction 
so much needed to-day by old and young be vouch-
safed to us. May our beloved brother's written 
ministry left behind, as his voice "yet speaking" 
to us, be much blessed to saint and sinner, and 
may the memory of a life so fragrant with the 
love of Christ, so true to His Word, so filled with 
devoted service to the saints, whom, next to the 
Lord Himself, he loved dearly—may the memory 
of it all come to us as a precious reminder of 
Christ Himself, endearing to our hearts more and 
more that ONE who indelibly inscribed His own 
character in the life here below of His dear de-
parted servant. 

Words fail us in a time like this, but we can 
look back and remember our beloved brother as 
we knew him, so patient and loving and true. 
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And we can look forward and contemplate that 
bright and glad day when we shall be gathered 
around our blessed Lord, and meet him again 
with all of the redeemed." 

—WM. HUSS. 

"Thanks for your letter, but I had already 
learned of the home-going of our beloved brother. 

Our loss is truly great. What a servant he was ! 
And how like his Master ! Who is there to take 
his place? 

Our debt to him could never have been paid. 
My own is great indeed. I have learned much 
from his ministry of the Word, but I have learned 
more from his example. His graciousness and 
patience under provocation, his humility in his 
attitude toward others, and his readiness to 
recognize and commend merit in his brethren, 
however small, marked him as a disciple of 
Christ and fitted him for leadership among his 
brethren. He was justly beloved and revered. 
May his memory live among us, and let us be 
thankful that we have known him." 

—P. P. WAHLSTAD. 

". . . How sad the tidings ! A great man in 
Israel hath fallen. How he will be missed in 
presence and ministry. What a blank it seems. 

He was a "husband" in his spirit and manner, 
gracious and gentle to all, one of the most Christ-
like men I have ever known. How he suffered 
amid the recent upheaval in the meetings, who 
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shall say? But that is past, and he rests from 
labors and his works follow. 

But our Lord remains and never fails His own. 
`Certainly I will be with thee,' should encourage 
us to 'go in and possess' yet more of the goodly 
land our brother spied out so well." 

—INGLIS FLEMING. 

"Thanks for sending us word concerning the 
home-call of our dear departed and much loved 
brother Ridout. It will be a great loss to the 
whole testimony, and many beyond our small 
circle will regret his departure. But it is his gain. 

The cruel treatment which his name received 
by some who should have commended him, he felt 
more keenly than most realized. But his work is 
finished, he has entered his rest. May all of us 
copy his patience and gentleness, walking softly 
and lowly until the end." 

—A. E. BOOTH. 

"It was with a sense of a great personal loss 
that I heard a week ago of the death of my old 
friend Samuel Ridout. We met often and inti-
mately when, some years ago (it may have been 
twenty), he was living in active Christian service 
in Baltimore, the recognized leader of the Assem-
bly on Mosher Street. Since then, I have only 
seen him at fairly long intervals ; once to my 
great surprise he hailed me from a small motor 
boat far down among the Keys in Florida where 
I was collecting lichens and getting impressions 
of a remarkable new terrain. 
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My early memories are particularly happy, in-
cluding many privileges of attending the weekly 
gatherings of the brethren and enjoying his min-
istry at the meetings and his generosity as a 
teacher in my own home. To him I owe a better 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, and the works 
of F. W. Grant, J. N. Darby, Charles Stanley, 
C. H. Mackintosh, and others. 

Mr. Ridout always impressed me, as he doubt-
less did all his hearers, with his love and under-
standing of the Bible as in very truth the Word 
of God ; as a teacher he was lucid and winning. 
It is a pleasure to think of him as having en-
tered into the presence of that glory so long an-
ticipated and upon which he was wont to dwell 
with such persuasive earnestness." 

—HOWARD A. KELLY. 

"It was most considerate of you to send us 
notice of dear Mr. Ridout's passing and funeral. 
We remember him as God's choice saint, who now 
sees his precious Saviour face to face, and is in 
that dear, dear country, the mention of whose 
glory is unction to the breast, and medicine in 
sickness, and love and life and rest. We can only 
congratulate him and think how fittting it was 
that he finished his earthly ministry in that city 
where he began it many years ago. 

For you, my dear brother, my heart beats in 
tenderest sympathy, since I know how loving a 
friend has been taken away from you for a brief 
period. It cannot be for long; our eagerly looked- 
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for Lord may come at any time, and even if He 
tarry, the pilgrim journey will soon be over, and 
oh, what a blessed meeting! How rich Heaven 
will be, richer even now because of that dear 
saint, whose body you are laying to rest while 
I am writing these lines. 

The Lord remains, He is sufficient, and by His 
grace we will work while it is day, looking for-
ward to the Blessed Hope, when "the dead in 
Christ shall rise first, and when we who are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air." 

—ERNEST LAYCOCK. 

"Just read the wire apprising me that our be-
loved S. R. has entered into the presence of the 
Lord. What a welcome he has had up there! 
But how he will be missed down here! Wish I 
were near enough to be at the funeral to-morrow. 
How I thank God I had ever known him! It 
seems strange to think that that sweet, patient—
yet intellectual—countenance will never be seen 
again till Jesus comes." 

—H. A. IRONSIDE. 

"Yours received telling us about the home-
going of our dear brother Ridout. Now he is at 
rest, having fought the good fight. We will miss 
him daily, but we thank God that he is at rest. 
We will meet again at Jesus' feet." 

—DR. C. J. LOIZEAUX. 
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"...It is sad news, and creates an aching void 
in our breasts, and fills us with sadness to think 
that we will never hear that voice again here, 
and never again see that face, nor read lines from 
his pen. Oh, what a loss to the Church of God, 
and to his dear family, but what a day for him 
to be at home with the Lord he so longed to 
see and so loved to serve, and away from these 
scenes of conflict and strife. Oh, how we will 
miss him if the Lord further delays His coming! 
...I feel we shall have to pray in a special way 
for the whole household of faith, and especially 
the testimony with which we are connected, de-
siring that the glorious Head of His Church will 
be pleased to preserve His people at this time, and 
that He, the great Shepherd of the sheep, will 
preserve and shepherd the flock which will so 
keenly feel this shock. I think especially of our 
dear young people who were so attached to our 
beloved brother." 

—JAS. N. DUNCAN (Detroit). 

"We were very sorry to hear of the death of 
dear brother Ridout. We have lost a good friend 
and teacher. We are thankful he came to the 
coast three years ago, otherwise we never should 
have seen his face in the flesh. For him it is 
rest from his labor; with Christ, which is very 
much better. May God raise up others to take 
the place of these men who have gone home to 
be with the Lord in the last 3 or 4 years. Though 
we sorrow, we will not despair, because our Lord 
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has pledged Himself to be with us, even unto the 
end of the age." 

—JAMES F. PAULSEN (San Francisco). 

"Thirty-five years, and more, ago, my Heaven-
ly Father placed me in the pathway of life of 
Mr. Ridout. He immediately gave me a place in 
his heart—and he began at once to feed me with 
the "Bread of Life," for I had received the Lord 
Jesus as my Saviour, but was remaining only a 
babe in Christ. 

Our friendship grew deeper and deeper, and it 
included my whole family—wife and children—
and we all loved him for what he meant to us. 

I am so grateful I heard his last message here 
in Baltimore—which was so wonderfully inspired. 

Hoping our Lord will come soon, so we can all 
be caught up to be together, 

—ROBERT L. HASLUP." 

"I was greatly shocked to hear of Mr. Ridout's 
death. Surely I know few whose life so reflected 
his close walk with God. If those of us who 
admired him from afar, and in a way which he 
doubtless little realized, will miss him, I know his 
loss to those who were his intimates will be irre-
parable. For me Mr. Ridout has always occu-
pied a place above and apart from most men." 

—J. STEPHEN BLOORE. 



OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST IN 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

(John 17.) 

In this wonderful Gospel of John we have the testi-
mony of the Holy Ghost as to the Person and the minis-
try of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have also His own 
marvelous words—the words of which even His enemies 
had to say, "Never man spake like this Man." And 
then, His works, works which were given Him by the 
Father to do, works which bore witness of Him, and in 
relation with them His marvelous testimony in grace to 
the world up to the close of chapter 12, after which we 
followed Him inside the closed doors of the upper room, 
and listened to His rich unfolding of truth and grace. 

And now let us listen to the Lord as He leads out our 
hearts into His supplication to the Father. We read 
throughout the Gospel history, again and again, of our 
blessed Lord being engaged in prayer. For this purpose 
He went out a great while before day. What an ex-
ample! From it we can learn that in the midst of all 
confusion and activity of service, we should never forget 
prayer. If we neglect it, if in the activity even of 
ministering the Word of God, we fail to be in the sanc-
tuary alone with God, we will lose the power to present 
the precious truth. Luther once said, "To have prayed 
well is to have said well," and on our knees we will gain 
instruction and knowledge; it is the place from which 
we will go forth in power to set forth the truth of God. 

So in the midst of all His activities, with multitudes 
pressing and thronging Him, though going here and there 
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in untiring service, our Lord would rob the night of its 
sleep in order to be alone with His Father. If He, the 
Son of God, did that, oh, how much more do we, poor 
feeble creatures, need to be alone with Him who is the 
source of all our strength? 

We read He continued all night in prayer. What did 
He pray for? Well, when He came down from that holy 
vigil with His Father, He selected the twelve apostles. 
May we not believe that in this administration of His ser-
vice, He considered with His Father the character of each 
to be selected—the impulsiveness of Peter, the loyalty 
of John, the boldness of others, and alas, the awful, awful 
treachery of one who knew Him not nor cared for Him? 
Then having reviewed it all with His Father in that night 
of prayer, He comes down from the mountain and un-
flinchingly selects each one according to the will of the 
Father. 

Thus He has given us, surely, not only a glimpse into 
His own holy life, but also the secret of how to be 
guided in the order and government which God may 
have put into our hands. 

In passing, may I just refer to the necessity of this, 
in all the discipline and government of the house of 
God? It is so easy to get into a spirit of strife, so easy 
to seek our own wills, our own vindication, or even, alas, 
to vent our own displeasure! Oh, beloved, if we are 
alone with God in the sanctuary in prayer, He will guide 
us as to the administration of the government that He 
has entrusted to us. 

Again, we read of Him in prayer on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, just as at His baptism. How the Father 
must have delighted in the outflow of the heart of His 
holy Son to kim, so much so that He opened the heav- 
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ens, to declare, as it were, "This is He, this One here 
on His knees, this One praying in dependence on Me, 
this One who has no thought but My glory; He is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!" May we ask 
what He was praying about on that mount? Was He 
asking for the glory? Do you think He was asking to 
be introduced to it? We know what Moses and Elijah 
spoke of with Him while there on the holy mount. It 
was the decease which He should accomplish at Jeru-
salem! I think that prayer of the Lord at the time of 
His transfiguration, when the glory shone out from Him 
and shone around about Him, all from God, I think it 
must have been that He too poured out His soul to His 
Father as to that decease, for which He stedfastly set 
His face to go to Jerusalem. Only by way of the cross 
could He enter that glory of which the Transfiguration 
was the anticipation. 

He speaks of other seasons of prayer, but in our chap-
ter we are, as it were, in the Sanctuary itself with our 
great High Priest. I have been much impressed with 
the fact that all through this part of John (chs. 13-17) 
the Lord is bringing His people into communion with 
Himself, and that in various parts of it He emphasizes 
the spirit of prayer. Notice, for instance, in chapter 14: 
13: "And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." In 
this He shows us the secret of what He says to those 
whom He is leaving here, "He that believeth in Me... 
greater works shall he do, because I go unto My Father:" 
it is prayer. Then, notice too, how in the Lord's refer-
ences to prayer in these chapters you find, "In My 
Name," quoted with each one. And what does "In My 
Name" mean? Is it something like what you write at 
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the close of a letter, "Yours respectfully," or "Yours 
sincerely," or whatever it may be, as a matter of cour-
tesy? Are not perhaps many of our prayers closed with 
that courteous expression, if I may so say, "In the Name 
of Thy clear Son?" I am sure we do not mean it as for-
mality, but sometimes it almost seems like just an ap-
pendix to the prayer. No, beloved; to ask, "In His 
Name," means rather to be taken by the hand and led 
to prayer by Him; it means, may I say, His kneeling 
by our side and His desires flowing through our heart. 
That is what it means. 

"In His Name." His Name is what He is, His nature, 
and therefore to pray in the Name of Christ must mean 
to pray according to His blessed will. Can I pray for 
evil in the Name of the Son of God? What I pray for 
should really be an expression of His nature. Can I 
do that in prayer? Prayer should breathe the power of 
the Holy Spirit, the mind of Christ, the desires of Christ 
in us and for us. The Lord teach us more and more to 
pray in His Name. We would not think of closing a 
prayer, without the very words: "In the blessed Name 
of our Lord," but then the whole supplication should be in-
filtrated by, permeated by the blessed Name of Jesus—
all according to that Name. 

Then another thing: "That the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son." Is that why we pray, dear brethren? 
Not for ourselves, but "that the Father may be glorified 
in His Son?" What a holy and blessed motive under the 
power of which to guide our intercession and supplica-
tion! 

In the temples of Egypt they had a very stately ave-
nue of columns and statuary leading up to the sanctuary, 
and as we review these various references to prayer in 
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these chapters, they are like beautiful columns along the 
avenue the Lord is leading us to the sanctuary where 
He pours out His High Priestly prayer for us to God. 
As He thus leads us He is teaching us the spirit of 
prayer. First, then, "In My Name;" and then, "That 
the Father be glorified in the Son." How it searches the 
heart! Let it test us. Is it this that is our first thought 
of prayer? Am I asking this for the Father's glory in 
the Son? This will eliminate a thousand selfish, fleshly, 
superficial requests! What will it leave? The glory of 
Christ, the glory of the Father. It will make us join with 
the Lord in the supplications of His heart. 

Again we have in verse 14: "If ye shall ask anything 
in My Name, I will do it." Anything? Ah, there is 
no limit here, but notice, beloved, it is because we have 
asked in His Name, and because the glory of the Father 
in the Son is in view. God can not deny the glory of 
His Son; He can not deny His own glory; and after all, 
if we are praying in the Name of Christ, according to 
the mind of Christ our Lord, we are praying His own 
thoughts and His own desires. "If ye shall ask anything 
in My Name." Have we tried it, beloved? Are we try-
ing it? Are we living in that atmosphere of prayer? 
I know for myself, beloved brethren, prayer is a con-
flict, and by that I mean, not that it is difficult, one 
may say, to have the regular seasons of prayer, but to 
instinctively, without effort, turn to God in prayer about 
everything. I crave it increasingly; I crave it at times 
like this, beloved, just to feel that after all it is not my 
meeting or yours, but one in which the Father may be 
glorified in the Son, and instinctively the desire should be 
to pray, "Father, glorify Thy Name in Thy beloved 
Son," 
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Now in ch. 15: 16: "Ye have not chosen Me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain, 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, 
He will give it to you"—fruitfulness of life; a fruit-
ful life is a life of prayer. A soul growing in grace is 
one that pours itself out in prayer. I know there are 
dangers; sometimes intemperate expressions are used, for 
instance, that we should read our Bible less and pray 
more. There is no need for such a statement, for the 
more you read your Bible the more you are going to 
pray. The more you feed on it, and let your soul be 
filled with it, controlled by it, your very thoughts con-
formed by it, the more you will pray. 

A prayerful life is a fruitful life. Even the ordinary 
normal affairs of life, our meat and drink, are sanctified 
by the Word of God and prayer. They go together. 
And so when Mary sat at His feet and heard His Word, 
the next chapter, in immediate connection with that love-
ly incident, shows the Lord praying, and His disciples 
say, "Lord, teach us to pray." Beloved, the more you 
have His Word abiding in you, the more you will feel 
your need of prayer; the more you will be compelled to 
pray. Through the exercise it leads to we learn our noth-
ingness, our helplessness; our own shortcomings and fail-
ures pass before us; and because of this we will be 
forced to turn and cry to Him in prayer. The Lord 
grant that the fruitfulness which He desires may be 
realized, but let us remember that for this prayer is 
essential. With these thoughts on prayer I want to 
link that wonderful endowment of truth which God has 
given us. He has opened up His Word to us in the 
last century in a way that it never had been opened 
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since the days of the apostles. Any thoughtful student of 
church history can not fail to see this. Great problems 
were brought up at the time of the Reformation; great 
problems even earlier than that; but just a century ago, 
in the year 1828, God began to open up the character of 
that Word in a marvelous and most blessed way to a 
little feeble company of His people who searched it and 
desired to know its wondrous nature. This flood of 
light, in the mercy of God (and I say it without hesita-
tion) has given character to the Christian teachings and 
testimony of the past hundred years. Many who des-
pise, or think they despise, certain Christians, have the 
very truth in which they delight from the source which 
they despise. I only speak of it that we may thank God 
for the truth, but not boast about it. 

We find our great blessing in connection with this, but 
I want to warn of our great danger—that of holding the 
truth in a prayerless way. This means to hold it with-
out communion with God, and so without correspond-
ing power in our lives. How vain to talk about the 
coming of the Lord without truly waiting for that 
coming; to talk about our complete standing in Christ 
without delighting, with adoring hearts, in that stand-
ing; to talk about knowing the Father, about having 
the Spirit, without having our whole lives bowed with 
gratitude and adoring worship because of such wondrous 
blessing. Oh, I pray for myself and for all of us, that 
we might not lose the mellowness, the holiness, the ear-
nestness and the prayer which belongs with this marvel-
ous endowment of truth! I believe that our failures, our 
shortcomings and inconsistencies—and alas, they are only 
too manifest—can be traced individually and collectively 
to a lack of true prayer amongst the people of God. 
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I believe it to be so much so that I desire more and 
more to have my life marked by a spirit of prayer, and 
for that reason I speak of these things in introducing the 
wondrous, holy prayer of our blessed Lord. 

Look again at ch. 16: 23. "And in that day ye shall 
ask Me nothing, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you." 
The Lord had said, "I will give it you;" now He says, 
"He will give it you. I and My Father are One." How 
completely is the Lord in the place of supremacy, and 
how perfectly He draws out our prayers to Himself and 
to His Father! I find myself—do you?—praying to the 
Lord Jesus again and again, and I find, thank God, that 
I pray to the Father. Some have taught that we ought 
not to pray to the Lord Jesus, but in the light of this 
Holy Word you can pray and praise directly to Him. 
Then, on the other hand, it is our holy, happy privilege 
to pray to the Father as well, and give thanks to the 
Father, who "hath made us meet." Perhaps you say, 
"Why not pray to the Holy Spirit?" For a very blessed 
reason: we pray IN the Holy Spirit. "Ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves in your most holy faith, praying 
IN the Holy Ghost." It is prayer in His power. "We 
know not what things we should ask for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered." The Holy Ghost leads 
out our hearts in prayer, and He is with us and there-
fore we do not pray to Him; He prays in us and through 
us to the Father and to the Son. 

How blessed, thus, the whole Trinity, the divine ful-
ness of God, engaged in prayer, and no wonder He says, 
then, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father"—and in this 
chapter He is speaking especially of His entering into 
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glory—"in that day ye shall ask Me nothing;" that is, 
not asking Him as if He were here. "Ye shall ask the 
Father anything in My name in that day"—in His name 
—"and He will do it." "Hitherto ye have asked nothing 
in My name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full." Beloved, joy is the power of our lives; love 
means joy, and joy and love go hand in hand, and they 
are both the fruit of a life of prayer. Oh, brethren, I 
have been speaking to the younger believers and to all 
of us: snatch time for reading the Word early in the day, 
the first thing in the morning, the spring of the day. Let 
me add to that, as that which belongs to it—a part of it—
praying, with the word of God. The privilege of prayer is 
a wonderful, amazing privilege of pouring out our hearts 
to God, individually and unitedly. What are our prayer 
meetings, beloved? Is there any savor of dullness about 
them, any bit of formality, in holding back? Does some 
dear brother say, "I am not gifted with prayer?" Oh, 
there is nobody "gifted with prayer;" it is the power of 
the Holy Spirit in us. A man may have a gift of 
evangelizing, or teaching, or pastoral care, but I.read not 
a line of having a gift of prayer. That is the mark 
of all the people of God, and we want to use our holy, 
happy privilege. The apostle says, in writing to Timothy, 
"I will that THE men (not merely "that men," but 
"THE men") pray everywhere;" in like manner THE 
women fulfil their happy, holy duty in their sphere. 

We have another precious pillar along this avenue of 
prayer in ver. 26. "At that day ye shall ask in My 
name, and I say not unto you that I will pray the Fa-
ther for you, for the Father Himself loveth you because 
ye have loved Me and have believed that I came out from 
God." We do not have to use the Lord as an interme- 
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diary; we are brought to the Father, we can speak 
directly to the Father, and because we can do that we 
never omit the Son. But then "the Father Himself loveth 
you." We look at ourselves; how unworthy of love we 
are, and yet our blessed Lord assures us that "the Father 
Himself"—the Father of glory, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Possessor of heaven and earth, "the 
Father Himself loveth you." Therefore we can ask what 
we will according to the blessed nature and name of our 
Lord Jesus, and the answers will surely be given. 

This, we may say, is the introduction to this marvelous 
prayer of our Lord. I doubt not, it is a sample of how 
we should pray, giving the character of the petitions that 
should be before us; and furthermore, leads us into the 
Lord's deep longing for His own who are in the world. 

First, I want to mark out the great divisions of this 
wonderful chapter. There are three. In the first five 
verses our blessed Lord speaks in view of His going to 
the Father, of having all power committed to Him, and 
of entering into His glory. In vers. 6-21 we have the 
main part of the prayer. It is His desire for His own 
who are in the world. Then from ver. 22 to the close 
of the chapter we have the glory into which He is enter-
ing, and which is our eternal home. 

So you begin with, "The hour is come," when He is to 
be glorified, and at the end of the chapter He has en-
tered His glory and we are to share it with Him. What-
ever comes in between is marked by the character that 
belongs to those two great parts of His prayer. At the 
beginning it is His entering into glory with all power 
given to Him, including that of giving eternal life to 
as many as the Father has given Him. Here there is 
no sense of feebleness! With us prayer is often the 
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expression of our own feebleness in confession. How dif-
ferent with the Lord! "Glorify Thy Son...as Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh, that He might give eter-
nal life to as many as Thou hast given Him." He is the 
Giver of eternal life, and only He leads us into it. He fills 
our hearts with that vital principle, never to be lost, 
which links us with Himself and the glory into which 
He has gone. 

But what a standard for prayer! When we in our 
feebleness get on our knees, what a blessed thing it is 
to realize that the Lord is on high, all power being given 
to Him, not merely to give us the little trifles of food 
and meat and clothing, but to give us all that the 
blessed term "eternal life" means; not merely the im-
partation of that which never can be lost; but more, the 
enjoyment of it, fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
companionship with Them, sharing Their thoughts, en-
joying the holiness which belongs to Them, partaking of 
that holiness. This is realized power. 

As we listen to Him there, pouring out His heart in 
supplication, we may be in all the consciousness.of what 
has been given to Him. There is no uncertainty, there 
is no thought that an answer will not be given, because 
He already has the power to give it to as many as the 
Father has given Him. 

But I must not pass over the Lord's word: "Father, 
the hour is come." It had not come at the beginning. 
To His beloved mother — and He honored her and 
obeyed her in her place as mother, but she could never 
intrude between Him and the Father—He said, "Woman, 
what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet 
come." Until that time, He would not act. Again, "No 
man laid hands on Him, for His hour was not yet come," 
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and then, later, "This is your hour." Now, at the be-
ginning of His prayer He speaks of it as come, that hour 
of which He had said, "What shall I say? Father, save 
Me from this hour? but for this cause came I unto this 
hour. Father, glorify Thy Name," It meant the 
Cross for Him, the anguish of suffering unto death for 
us, the bearing of the wrath of God for us. But He is 
not thinking merely of the hour of suffering; "Glorify 
Thy Son"—ah, "for the joy that was set before Him He 
endured the Cross," He passed through Gethsemane, en-
dured Calvary, entered the grave, but rose in life to sit 
down at the right hand of the throne of God! 

Now why did He pray to be glorified? Did He have 
some selfish motive? Was it in order that He might be 
displayed? "Father, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may 
also glorify Thee." He was here in this world for one 
purpose—to glorify the Father. Why is He in heaven? 
To glorify the Father. Blessed be His name! No 
selfishness in Him there, any more than there was here! 
It is the glory of the Father which is the one purpose 
ever engaging Him, His one desire. 

Then, from out of that suffering, from out of that 
Cross, the power is wielded to give eternal life. What is 
eternal life? I am not going to do more than point out 
what it is that marks eternal life: the knowledge of the 
only true God, to whom He is speaking, and "Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent." What does it mean to 
know Him, to know God? Does it mean merely that 
you believe there is a God? Does it mean merely that 
you believe there was such a historical person on the 
earth as Jesus of Nazareth, or even Jesus the Christ, or 
even Jesus the Son of God? Is it merely to know about 
Him in that way? Is that eternal life? This is life 
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eternal, to be acquainted with, to have a conscious 
knowledge, to have a living and vital knowledge in my 
own soul of Him, the only God, God over all; not man, 
not the creature, but the living God, and He who has 
manifested God, Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. 

Let us not be afraid to speak freely and fully of these 
blessed themes; let us not be afraid to discuss eternal 
life. I deplore the fact that it has been made a matter 
of controversy, and alas, often thus unspiritually handled. 
Life eternal brings me into relationship with God; life 
eternal introduces me into the family of the Father and 
the Son. Truly our fellowship is with Them. It is a 
holy theme and a most blessed one. And, blessed be 
His Name, He has given that eternal life to all whom 
the Father has given to Him! 

Just another word: "I have glorified Thee on the 
earth!" How perfectly He did it! Do you not love 
to trace His footsteps here? You remember what 
the apostle says in the Ephesians. Speaking of the new 
creation, he calls it, "As the truth is in Jesus;" He is 
the exhibition of it in all of its holy character. It is 
not merely Christ risen, but it is the truth as it is in 
Him, in that life which He lived here upon earth. Thus 
that eternal life which was with the Father was mani-
fested to us, indeed, exhibited in its perfection. And 
therefore He says, "I have glorified Thee on the earth," 
and then, "I have finished the work which Thou gayest 
Me to do." The Father had committed a stupendous 
work to the Son, none other than that of bringing back 
a rebel world to God, vindicating His righteous charac-
ter. This had been entrusted to Him as having hum-
bled Himself to take the servant's form, even the lowest 
place. I love to think of that little Babe in its mother's 
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arms, entrusted with the glory of the Father, now grown 
to manhood and about to go to the Cross and into eter-
nal glory, and looking forward, He can say, "I have 
finished the work which Thou gayest Me to do." 

As we contemplate that one great feature of this work, 
the redemption which He accomplished on the cross, 
what place has doubt, fear, or unbelief? Shall I not 
look at Him and say: 

"Clean every whit, Thou saidst it, Lord; 
Shall one suspicion lurk? 

Thine surely is a faithful Word, 
And Thine a finished work." 

And so He has gone on high, blessed be His Name; 
angels, principalities and powers are subject to Him. He 
is Lord and Master of all; our Great High Priest who has 
entered the holiest of God's presence on high to appear 
for us, having obtained eternal redemption. 

Now let us turn to the close of the chapter, and after-
wards we will consider the middle part. At the com-
mencement He prayed, "Glorify Thy Son;" then He 
says in ver. 22, "The glory which Thou gayest Me I have 
given them." That into which He has entered, He gives 
to us. We are joint-heirs with Christ. He will not be 
in glory and leave us behind. As surely as He has en-
tered into His glory, so surely will His people enter into 
it with Him. Here in weakness, poor creatures of a day, 
we soon will be with Him in glory. Notice what goes 
with this: "That they may be one, even as We are." 
What becomes of our petty divisions, parties, and aliena-
tions? What becomes of our poor little pittance of 
personal dignity and such like things? We will be one 
in the glory there. Surely our place is to show the reality 
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of that in our lives here on the earth! But it must be 
on the basis of His glory; it is just in proportion as 
the sense of it fills our hearts that earthly things will 
fade out of sight. 

Let His glory be supreme in our hearts; that will pre-
vent our being apart; that will draw us together accord- 
ing to the attraction of the glory and the power of the 
blessed nature which is already ours, and in the power 
of which we are to live. A man-made union of all the 
Christians in the world would not be the answer to the 
Lord's prayer. Were all to vote that henceforth and 
hereafter there would be no more sects and parties, no 
more divisions amongst Christians, but we would all be 
members of one vast Body, that would not be the answer 
to His prayer. Why? The glory would be lacking ; 
for only as Christ supreme in His glory is our object, 
and we live for that glory and in order that He may 
be glorified, can unity be realized. There is a pathway 
of unity for the people of God. It is to our common 
shame that we do not manifest that unity, but the 
reason for it is that that glory is not shining in and 
shining out in our lives, for this alone can produce it. 

You cannot legislate Christian behaviour. You cannot 
legislate Christian unity. It is through the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and a genuine revival of the reality of the 
truth of what Christ is to us. That will draw us to-
gether, and hold us together as we live in the light of our 
inheritance in the glory. The Lord grant us to know 
how in the light of that glory we may be blessedly drawn 
together so that the power of the enemy is set aside. 

Yet another thought as to that glory: "Father, I will 
that they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me 
where I am." Heaven for us is to be with HIM. But 
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for what purpose? First of all, it is to be with Him. 
Beloved, is that your idea of heaven? If it is, you are 
ready to go now; you will be glad to go; you can say, 

"To Jesus, the crown of my hope, 
My soul is in haste to be gone." 

Is that our thought of it: "Let me be with Thee where 
Thou art?" Wherever He is, that is heaven for us. 

Complete in itself as this appears to be, yet He adds 
a marvelous, wondrous thought as to "the glory." Is it, 
"That they may share My glory?" No, something bet-
ter than that, for He will see that we share His glory, 
but, "That they may behold My glory, the glory which 
I had with Thee before the world was!"—that match-
less glory which was His with the Father in all 
Eternity, now given to Him as Son of Man, victori-
ous, triumphant on high. To behold Him in His glory, 
that will be our heaven. Oh, beloved, have we seen that 
glory? Have we beheld it in such a way that our whole 
souls are satisfied that He is glorified? Is our joy such 
as Peter speaks of — "unspeakable and filled with the 
glory?" That will eliminate selfishness from us; in the 
power of this alone can we realize the blessedness of this 
prayer. 

We have seen the heavenly opening and closing of this 
prayer, now let us look at what we might call the earthly 
part of it. First, He is entering into His glory with all 
power and dominion in His hand; then He is bringing 
us into that glory to share it with Him and to behold 
His glory and worship Him. What in the meantime is 
it? "Keep through Thine own Name, Holy Father, those 
whom Thou bast given Me. I am no more in the world." 
He is about to depart, and what is His thought as He 



44 	"NONE of SELF" — "CHRIST is ALL" 

is leaving? "I am no longer here, but they are here. 
My loved ones are here, those for whom I died. Oh, 
Father, keep through Thine own Name those whom Thou 
hast given Me." He had manifested the Father's name 
to them; they had heard the Word; they had believed it; 
they had kept it; they were His because they were the 
Father's, and He was glorified in His own. And the 
way He is glorified in us is, that we shall be kept. When 
He was here He kept His own; not one of them who was 
truly His was lost, only the one that would fulfil the 
Scripture, the son of perdition, who knew not Christ, nor 
loved Him; he is the only one outwardly connected with 
Him who was lost. But all the others, though feeble in 
themselves, were kept. 

"And now come I to Thee, and these things I speak 
in the world that they might have My joy fulfilled in 
themselves." His joy! Do you think the Lord Jesus was 
happy when He was here? Do you think He had joy 
and communion? Do you think that ever a shadow 
passed between Him and the Father in all that holy life? 
No, it was a life of perfect communion, and that is what 
He desires for us. It is His High Priestly prayer for 
us, and that is why He washes our feet, that His joy 
should be fulfilled in us. And this is to be in the world, 
for His prayer is not that we should be taken out of the 
world. The heart sometimes may leap over all thought 
of the present, and say, "Oh, that I could be with Him 
up there!" Yes, blessed it would be, but He does not 
ask that we should be taken out. He has left us 
here, as He says, "I have sent them into the world as 
Thou hast sent Me into the world." We are sent as 
His ambassadors, His light-bearers, His witnesses, in the 
world. What He desires is that the Father should 
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"keep them from the evil that is in the world." "They 
are not of the world." Mark that. He does not say 
we ought not to be of the world; He does not say we 
shall not be of the world, but "They ARE NOT of the 
world." Every one who is saved has the seal upon him 
that he is not of the world, no more than Christ was of 
the world. Beloved, I belong to Him, and therefore my 
life is as much out of the world as His is, and, dear 
brethren, how it comes home to our hearts: "If that is 
what I am, does my life answer to it? Is my life an 
unworldly life?" How far beyond mere moral integrity 
that goes! This thing of having a high talk and low walk 
is dishonoring to the Son of God. 

One may have a clean ledger, live a very moral and 
upright life, outwardly, and yet be intensely worldly and 
belong to this world. No! "Not of the world" means 
that our hearts are where He is; our treasure where 
Christ is; and that if you would peel off all the outer 
coverings of our life, layer after layer, business life, 
public life, social life, family life, personal life, getting 
down, down, down to the center of it, it would be found 
true, "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world." That is His desire for us. 

But He has not left us merely with that thought of 
it for He adds, "As I am not" of it. Then He speaks 
of the work needed for the realization of this—sanctifica-
tion. Not sanctification by new birth, nor yet sancti-
fication by His own blood—the latter gives us a perfect 
position and standing before God, the other a perfect 
life—but here it is sanctification by the truth, by the 
Word of God filling, controlling, the heart and life. 

Therefore how necessary that the Word of God should 
be our meat and drink. It is the vehicle for our sanc- 
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tification. He says, as it were, to the Father, "Thy Word, 
which is truth, is power to sanctify My people." 

Then one other word: "I sanctify Myself." Need I 
say that this does not have to do with anything in the 
personal character of our Lord? 	Nothing whatever. 
He was holy essentially; He needed no sanctification; 
but ah, He takes His place outside of the world to set 
Himself apart to God; He has entered into the glory, for 
what purpose? That we might be linked with Him out-
side of the world, to have our portion with Him. 

Well, I have just given you an outline. 	May this 
prayer be repeated by the Holy Spirit in our supplica-
tions, our hearts rejoicing that He is in that place of 
glory and power, rejoicing too to think of our share in 
that with Him, and that we shall behold His glory; 
meanwhile left here in the world, kept by the Father 
from the evil. May we realize our Lord's purpose for 
us as sent into the world to be His witnesses and mes-
sengers, sanctified by His truth, and so growing in like-
ness to Him who gave when here the perfect expression 
of what such sanctification means for us. This will link 
us with Him in heaven, and give a heavenly tone to our 
lives. This will not make us neglectful of duty, nor for-
getful of the trifles and amenities of life; rather will it 
make us more careful of others and truly self-forgetful. 
It is said of one of the old monks who was walking along 
the great mountain rim which surrounds the Gulf of 
Naples and makes it such a lovely, entrancing scene, 
that he took no notice of this great natural beauty be-
cause he was so engaged with the Lord. That may ap-
pear wonderfully heavenly, but I believe, beloved, if we 
were engaged with the Lord we would see that beauty 
and glory, and we would see Him in it. 
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I remember when I was in Naples, passing through 
deep, deep exercise, and I was talking to some friends 
from this country, and as we looked out on that same 
lovely scene, presented by the Gulf of Naples, I quoted 
those lines: 

"All around, in noonday splendor, 
Earthly scenes lay fair and bright, 

But mine eye no longer sees them 
For the glory of that light." 

Well, beloved, I thought, at that time that was pretty 
high up, but I don't think so now. I want to look at 
the glory there; I want to see "in noonday splendor those 
scenes so fair and bright," and to see the hand of my 
blessed Lord who made it, and to see My Father as the 
Owner of it all, and I the joint-heir with Christ, and 
look out upon His fair creation and say: "These are 
Thy works, Thou Parent of all good." And I am sure, 
dear brethren, that at some time you have stood and 
looked on some fair earthly scene, and seen its radiant 
splendor like the very day of heaven begun on earth, and 
then hasn't an involuntary sigh risen from your heart? 
What was that sigh? "He is not here!" It is that alone, 
beloved, which makes us pilgrims: Christ is not here! 

So let us pray to be faithful, loyal, diligent in every 
true path of duty, but in it all to be kept from the evil 
of the world, to be sanctified by His truth and to have 
our hearts linked with Him, and we will be waiting to 
go home to glory with Him. 

The foregoing is part of notes of Lectures on the Gospel 
of John given by Mr. Ridout in Los Angeles, in 1927. 

We hope, God willing, to issue them in book form in the 
near future. 
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