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MAN'S SUPPER AND 10D'S. 
Luke xiv. 

fOW beautifully everything fits 
when God is the worker. The 

encounter at Jacob's well, the tarry-
ing till Lazarus dies, tell His wisdom 
as well as His love. And, as in the 
scripture before us, what more fit 
place to work on the sabbath day 
than in a chief Pharisee's house? 
(vers. 1-6). Could there be a subject 
who needed more than a Pharisee to 
learn that all in the first creation is 
ruined, and therefore rest in it impos-
sible—as well for God as for man ? 
In John v., "the Jews did persecute 
Jesus and sought to slay Him, be-
cause He had done these things on 
the sabbath day." He answered, 
"My Father worketh hitherto (until 
now), and I work." Nothing roused 
them like seeing Him work on the 
sabbath. The sabbath was rest after 
a week's perfect work. "God saw 
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everything that He had made, and 
behold it was very good . . . And He 
rested on the seventh day from all 
His works which He had made." 
Work on that day, therefore, by the 
One who "came forth from God," was 
unanswerable proof something wrong 
had happened in that creation. Had 
not the ass or the ox fallen into a pit 
there would have been no call for 
work. Had not sin come into the 
world, there would have been no 
dropsy (ver. 2), no impotent at Be-
thesda (John v.), no withered hand 
(Mark iii.), no blind eyes (John ix.), 
in God's way on that day; there 
would have been no need of His 
mightest work, accomplished on that 
greatest of all days—atonement by 
His death. No one acquainted with 
man's heart will wonder at the Jews 
being so much excited to wrath by 
this one thing. It revealed the ruined 
condition of man, and of all that was 
entrusted to him, as a consequence, 
and there is nothing man seeks to 
hide from himself as much as that. 
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Even now, in Christendom, where 
men profess Christ, receive His doc-
trine as true, have His death staring 
them in the face, is not moral im-
provement the almost universal idea ? 
Does it not prove clearly that man is 
not only fallen, but also blind and 
wilful enough to deny it practically, 
if not doctrinally ! If it were not so, 
would they not have perceived that it 
was man who had broken God's rest, 
and that Christ working untiringly a-
mong the ruins was to the end that God 
might introduce another—the real, 
eternal Sabbath, which " remaineth 
for the people of God " ? God works 
when things are in ruin, and rests 
when they are perfect. Man is the 
opposite; he insists on resting when 
all is wrong, and now that "it is fin-
ished," now that the work is done, 
and that "to him that worketh not, 
but believed on Him that justified 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness," he insists on " doing 
the best he can." 0 man ! what wilt 
thou say when thou shalt appear 
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before Him whose ways thou hast 
steadfastly opposed ? 

(7-14.) As seen before, man shut-
ting his eyes against his ruined con-
dition, has only moral worth upon 
which to fall back. In the days of 
the Pharisees as now, and now as 
then, he- makes that the ground of 
admittance. It is his supper. He 
therefore calls in his "friends, breth-
ren, kinsmen and rich neighbors," i. e., 
those of a similar moral standing. Did 
any one ever see such "in lowliness 
of mind, esteeming others better than 
themselves " ? Nay, but each one, 
filled with self, seeks out the "chief 
room." What a scene for God's con-
templation ! Men, with hearts as 
they appear before Him, pretending 
to a high seat I Yet, go where you 
please, ask the first man you meet, 
and, except he have been taught of 
God that "the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked," 
you will find him a guest at the Phar-
isee's supper, and looking out for a 
chief room. He will represent you 
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heaven as an inclined plane, and all 
doing their best to get a good seat 
in it. 

This is natural religion ; what suits 
the infidel Sadducee as well as the 
orthodox Pharisee, because it never 
stirs up the conscience nor humbles 
the heart. 

How truly God has said, "My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways My ways" (Isa. 
Iv. 8). He has gazed at the Phari-
see's supper, and at the guests there 
found, and now He will tell what 
kind of supper would please Him : 
" When thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, 
. . . for they cannot recompense thee." 
This is grace; and, oh, how comfort-
ing ! how soothing ! Poor, weary, 
precious soul, is thy heart sick with 
the human worthiness sounded in 
thine ears from every side? Turn 
and refresh thyself at a feast where 
thy need is considered, not thy worth. 
It is God's feast. " Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He 



7 

loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins" (i John iv. 
1o). And again: "God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 
(Rom. v. 8). 

"For they cannot recompense thee." 
Sure enough : what can we return to 
God now for that wondrous salvation 
which He has prepared for us through 
Jesus Christ ? The most we can do 
is, like Mary, "to sit down at His feet," 
and feast on the supper spread out 
for us. But He will "be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just," when 
" the riches of the glory of His in-
heritance in the saints" (Eph. i. i8) 
are manifested. 

Moreover, the character of such as 
sit at that feast is shown by the Mas-
ter's words—" Go and sit down in 
the lowest room." Grace, seeking 
out and meeting their need, has made 
them conscious of their ruined condi-
tion, and they are effectually humbled. 
They can "rejoice evermore," because 
"they know they have eternal life" 
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(I John v. 13); they know they "have 
redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins" (Col. i. 14), 
but they walk with their heads low 
because they also know, and often 
feel, "that in them, that is, in their 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. 
vii. 18). These are the ones who can 
"esteem others better than them-
selves," not in word, but in truth. 

" And when one of them that sat 
at meat with Him heard these things, 
he said unto Him, Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God.'" He had felt the contrast, 
and esteemed "blessed" him who 
would sit at God's feast. My dear 
brethren in the Lord Jesus, are we 
not indeed a blessed people ? Has not 
grace put us in a blessed place, and 
set before us a blessed hope? Who 
can keep from rejoicing when he 
knows grace? Hear it: (14, is) "A 
certain man made a great supper," 
etc. Yes, dear reader, the supper is 
made. Men may tell you you have 
something to bring to it, that all is 
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not quite finished, that Christ has 
done His part and you should now 
do yours ; but God says, He has 
"made a great supper." He says, 
" Come, for all things are now ready." 
The offering has been made, the 
blood is on the mercy-seat, and sin-
ners may come in boldly by the blood 
of Jesus (Heb. x. 17-22). If the 
supper were not made, He would 
say, "Do and live," but now He says, 
"Hear and live" (Isa. lv. 3; John v. 
24). Salvation is finished. It is God's 
work tor you through Jesus Christ. 
You have nothing to do to merit 
it, nor to get it. All you need is to 
know your need of it and accept it as 
God's free gift. Nor has God shut 
that supper up so that some should 
not get at it : not a soul on earth but 
is free to it—"God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life " (John iii. i6). Again, 
"This is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who will 
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have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth; for 
there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time" (i Tim. ii. 3-6). Not one 
soul among the lost will be able 
to take for excuse that there was 
no salvation for him. Why then so 
many lost? 

"He sent His servant at supper 
time to say to them that were bidden, 
`Come, for all things are now ready.' 
And they all with one consent began to 
make excuse." Again, " He was in 
the world, and the world was made 
by Him, and the world knew Him not; 
He came unto His own, and His own 
received Rim not" (John i. io, II). 
That is the way man treats God. 
Not content with departing from 
blessed Eden, he refuses to recognize 
the blessed God Himself, and mocks 
His grace. Surely, then, even the 
freeness of salvation will turn against 
man in the day of judgment. It was 
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finished, ready, freely offered to all; 
by it God was offering to justify the 
ungodly sinner, but man's pride looked 
down with scorn on such a low seat; 
it was too humiliating to own the title 
of "ungodly," of "lost," of "sinner"; 
and his will, whose freedom he con-
tends for so fiercely, led him to choose 
the wealth, the cares, the pleasures of 
earth, and Barabbas over Christ. 

But while salvation is thus offered 
to man " without money and without 
price," it has cost God something—
nothing less than His only begotten 
Son, of whom He says, "Let all the 
angels of God worship Him." 

Think, dear reader, oh, think for a 
moment of what salvation has cost 
God. And is the One who has so 
faithfully "finished the work He was 
given to do" going to get nothing? 
Shall the obedient Lamb go empty, 
and the "roaring lion" get all, be-
cause man's will is for evil? Verily, 
this would be making man the potter 
and God the clay. Thank God, it is 
not so. Thy blood, Thy cross, Thy 
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agony, Lord Jesus, have not been in 
vain, for God has ordained that Thou 
"shalt see of the travail of Thy soul 
and be satisfied" (Isa. liii. II). Ac-
cordingly the servant is sent out with 
the admonition, "Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor," etc. The 
command is carried out, the servant 
returns with the word, "Yet there is 
room," and again he is sent out, with 
the order, "Go out into the highways 
and hedges and compel them to come 
in." God in love provides salvation 
for a lost world. The world answers 
by rejection. Faithful to His Son, 
He will now provide for Him by 
election. His sovereign grace will 
now call out of the world (John xvii.). 
Amazing ways of God ! Short-sighted 
man may form religious parties out 
of pieces of truth which he isolates 
from the rest, but, viewed as a 
whole, how beautiful ! Every indi-
vidual saved being a direct act of 
God's sovereign and gracious will, 
which, instead of limiting a salvation 
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more free than the air, but reveals 
man's wilful and universal rejection 
of it. 

Some precious soul may ask here, 
But is a sinner saved against his will? 
To this I reply : Why is it you were 
in such distress for weeks and months 
before you found peace with God? 
Your will, your wretched, wicked will, 
had to be broken before you would 
bow to God's will, and be saved 
through Jesus Christ. There was no 
need of your suffering so. There 
was nothing in it for God. Christ 
had done it all. But the Shepherd 
was after you while you held out 
against Him as long as you could. 
All the children of God will find out 
some day that this is all the part they 
acted in their salvation, and their 
walk on the earth is not a little in-
fluenced by their recognizing it at 
the start. 

It is scarcely needful to notice,"the 
servant" here is the Holy Ghost, 
sent down after that Jesus was re-
jected on earth and glorified in heav- 



14 

en. And what a lesson for us, be-
loved fellow-workers. How it should 
lead us to lowliness before our Lord 
and Master. There is not one brought 
in here who has "not on a wedding-
garment," as in Matt. xxii., where the 
"servants" are the ones 'viewed in 
service. What the Holy• Ghost is 
doing is perfect. He is after Christ's 
interests, therefore all is right. But 
in our service, too often an hour of 
sleep, a selfish motive, has marked it, 
and the door has been opened to let 
in a plant which the Father had not 
planted. It shall be rooted up to our 
shame. Oh! that we might learn to 
yield ourselves up to God, as passive 
instruments in His hand ; stay here, 
work here, suffer here, in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, only with Christ's 
interests at heart. 

(25—end.) So far, grace only—what 
God has prepared for man—has been 
set forth ; therefore, "great multitudes 
went with Him." Such is man, and 
the unbounded selfishness of his 
heart. Give him, without attaching 
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responsibility to the gift, and he will 
flock in. But the Lord now throws 
in salt. He declares He has come 
to bless, but the blessing is coupled 
with something that will test and 
manifest the truly blessed. "If 
any come to Me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be My disciple." There is no room 
for doubting or hesitating. 	If in 
anything those nearest and dearest to 
us, the very ones God holds us re-
sponsible to love in nature, hinder 
our walk with Christ, they must be-
come to us as hated objects, no more 
to be heeded. And as to our life 
here, it matters but little if it be filled 
with trial and suffering through our 
connection with Christ, we are follow-
ing One who gave up all, His own 
life, too, for us. How sweet to give 
up all for Him, thankful if nothing 
and nobody hinders, but letting go 
all, if all is in the way. 
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