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T1 Sulfe.ripg Fjouso,1 olcl 
OF FAITH 

And Poor of the Flock. 

THE suffering household of 

faith is on the increase : 

trials abound.. But the mom-

ent of release is at hand. The 

heavenly shore is in sight. 

Weak, broken up, and troubled 

as God's people are on every 
hand, yet God is for us, all 
along the way from ruin to 
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glory, and in counsel from eter-
nity to eternity. We are treas-
ure to Him (Matt. xiii. 44), yea, 
" one pearl of great price " (v. 
46). We are compared to the 
most precious and costly mat-
erials—silver, gold, and pearls. 
We are predestinated according 
to the eternal purpose of God, 
to be conformed to the image of 
His Son in glory (Rom. viii. 29) 
—a blessed purpose which no 
power can possibly frustrate. 

To be like Him and with Him 
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is our sure destiny. But the 
furnace in the meantime is 
needed to purify and purge 
from dross and grit the precious 
metals. The breaking and 
bruising is a painful process, 
but it cannot be dispensed with, 
if the divine refiner would see 
in every bit of silver the reflec-
tion of His own image (Mal. 
iii. 3). 

He sits at the mouth of the 
furnace while Christ Himself, 
absolutely pure and as tenderly 
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sympathetic, takes a place in 

company with .the sufferer in 

it (Dan. iii. 25). Wisdom, 

divine wisdom, superintends 

every detail. There will not 

be a blow of the hammer too 

many or one too severe : nor 

will the furnace be heated one 
degree beyond what is absol-
utely necessary. The duration 

and intensity of the fires of 

affliction are limited and con-

trolled. God measures our 

difficulties, prepares and heats 
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the furnace, and carries on the 

disciplinary process till the 
final result is reached—moral 

conformity to Christ on High. 

All, all is under a Father's 
hand and He " will never cause 

His child a needless tear." 

Would we seek to escape the 

present and painful discipline 

of the Lord, as we reflect on 

the distinguished place we are 

each to occupy— a discipline, 

moreover, which is only for a' 

season, and for which there is 
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a need's be (1 Peter i. 6)? 
" Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the 
morning" (Ps. xxx. -5). The 
Valley of Baca (Ps. lxxxiv. 6) 
wet with the tears, and its 
silence broken by the sobs of 
the Lord's redeemed, lead on 
to the rest and worship of the 
House of the Lord (verse 4). 
Tribulation is God's appointed 
path for all His sons and 
daughters, but it ends in the 
kingdom and fulness of joy. 
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Besides, there are present les-
sons as well as a grand future. 
We are yet in the school of 
God, which is necessarily more 
or less one of sorrow. Our 
richest lessons are taught us in 
the shade which we never 
could have learnt in the sun-
shine. There are in the best of 
us many hidden roots of evil 
and it is a mercy when these 
are exposed to ourselves. "My 
soul is even as a weaned child " 
expresses a ripened condition 
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-of soul. A broken and chasten-
ed spirit is of priceless value. 

" My times are in Thy hand " 

(Ps. xxxi 15). Is it a safe 

hand ? An Almighty hand ? 

An infinitely tender hand ? 

Ah ! yes. The hand that 

holds you up is one of divine 

love and of omnipotent strength 

Our times, whether dark or 

bright, whether of sorrow, 

desolation, poverty and death 
are in Jehovah's hand, and 

that is enough,' methinks, for 
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weakness to lean upon. Our 

life seems a tangled web. Who 

can unravel its mysteries or 

explain its apparent contradic-

tions ? But faith's confidence 

is this—that our God holds the 

thread of life. All is perfect 

light before Him if dark and 

inexplicable to us. "He knows 

the way He taketh." Ever 

interpret His actions, however 

in themselves insolvable, by 

His love, well known to our 

souls. The character of His 
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ways is simply the reflex of His 
nature—light and love. " All 
things work together for good " 
(Rom. viii. 28). Trace all up 
direct to the source which is 
God—the God who gave His 
only Son ; there rest. Occu-
pation with second causes or 
agents and instruments shuts 
God out of the scene. No 
sorrow can reach you till He 
bids it come ; poverty cannot 
touch you till He allows it ; 
friendships cannot be severed 



OF FAITH. 	 13 

unless He permits ; loved ones 
cannot die till He withdraws 
His hand ; and hearts cannot 
break till He sovereignly allows. 
" As for God, His way is per-
fect." 

Christ was' " a man of sor-
rows." God had only one Son 
without sin, but He never had 
one who was without sorrow 
(Heb. xii. 8) " whereof all are 
partakers." The Blessed Lord 
is with us in the wildest storm, 
in the darkest night. The 
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most awful hurricane can no 

more engulph us than it can 

Him (Mark iv. 37-41). He 

who walks on the sea (Matt. 

xiv. 25) as the Lord of the rag-

ing elements, sleeps in the 

midst of His own, whilst winds 
and waves dash around (Mark 

iv. 37-38). 
Tribulation cannot separ:ate 

us from the love of God, but 

the love of God will by and bye 
separate us for ever from tribu-

lation and set us ' in eternal 
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felicity. In the meantime the 

love of Christ leads us on and 

through life's trials " more than 

conquerors " (Rom. viii. 35-39). 

Do not allow yourself to be 

wrapt up in selfish sorrow. 

God turned the captivity of 

Job when he prayed for his 
friends (chap. xlii. 10) and 

gave him " twice as much as 

he. had before." Wilderness 

lessons are meant for others as 

well as yourself ; see to it, that 

you learn them well, and hand 
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over the fruit of them to fellow-
pilgrims (1 Cor. i. 3-6). The 
trying of your faith (James i. 
3) will soon be over, then the 
trial of it " more precious than 
of gold " will be publibly recom-
pensed in the coming day (1 
Peter i. 7). 

To the Poor •apd peedg, 
Matt. vi. 19-34; Luke xii. 22-32. 

The poor and needy of the , 

" little flock " have a history of 
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their own. The difficulty of 
getting ends to meet; to supply 
the children with food, clothing, 
and schooling, and in numerous 
instances to provide the weak 
and sickly wife, husband, or 
child with delicacies such as 
they require, along with the 
ever torturing suspense and 
anxiety of, what next ? How 
are we all to be sustained next 
week ? And how are the rent 
and rates to be paid ?—for paid 
they must be ; added to all 



18 TO THE POOR AND NEEDY. 

this failing health and the 

spirit broken—make up a case 

alas too common to many of 

the Lord's dear people. It is a 

gloomy picture but a true one, 

as we know from personal 

knowledge, and one which 

thousands can witness to the 

reality of 

Now we greatly desire to 

encourage all such, to strength-

en their faith in God, and con-

fidence in their Father's daily 

love and care. Do not in your 
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-need appeal to man. Do not 
as a rule (there may be excep-
tional cases) disclose your circum-

stances to the rich. If you do, 

you will probably add to your 
sorrow by being repulsed and 

disappointed. Keep your cir-
cumstances to yourself unless 

asked to detail them. But on 

the other hand pour all into 

the open ekr of your Father. 

Weep in His presence ; it will 

be a relief to the poor heart. 

He has a peculiarly tender touch 
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and a way of His own in wip-
ing away tears and in drying 
faces so calming to the poor 
troubled soul. 

But a needed word of caution 
here. Do not be slothful or 
wasteful (Rom. xii. 11 ; John 
vi. 12). Improvidence is a sad 
and common enough character-
istic even among the Lord's 
poor. It has grieved us ex-
ceedingly to witness the waste. 
in many Christian households 
—children allowed to throw 
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away pieces of bread. We 

wonder our publishers have 

not yet supplied us with this 

useful household wall text : 
" GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS 

THAT REMAIN, THAT NOTHING 

BE LOST." 

Provided, hOwever, that 

there is thrift not meanness, 

generosity not selfishness, dili-

gence not idleness, then rest 
your anxious heart on those 

precious words " Your Father 

knoweth." Your need is real 
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and urgent. His love will pro-
vide. He loves to give. His 

care oversees. He knows the 

cause of your anxiety. He has 

a perfect and intimate know-

ledge of your -every feeling. 

He counts every beat of your 

heart. He measures and 

weighs with infinite nicety 

every trial—not one too many; 

nor too long continued. The 

very hairs of your head are all 

numbered. He clothes the 
grass whose brief existence is 



TO THE POOR AND NEEDY. 23 

measured by the day. He 

gives to the lilies those delicate 
tints which impart such loveli-

ness ; they grew up in beauty 

as the Christian should, and 

that without care, under His 

fostering eye and hand. He 
feeds the fowls who are absol-

utely without anxiety. But 
above all He gave His Son • to 

die, and this is the God you 

have to do with in daily life. 
Yes, " Your Father know-

eth." What comfort and 
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strength ! He knows you have 
need of food and clothing. He 
knows all about your thread-
bare, tattered garments. He 
knows about a coming winter, 
your empty 'Arse and cupboard, 
and your need of warm clothing. 
He knows the difficulty of find-
ing suitable.  employment. He 
knows you through and through, 
and your circumstances absol-
utely and minutely. " Your 
Father knoweth " is faith's re-
source at all times and under 
all circumstances ! His love is 
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measureless. His grace is 
boundless, His care minute and 
unceasing. His power is om-
nipotent. What is needed and 
what He so prizes is the heart 
that will securely rest in Him. 
He wants you to cast your care 
upon and lean hard your weak-
ness upon Himself, 0 to leave 
every cause of trouble or 0*, 
iety to Him—to put 11il'" 
tween you and the trial, to 
on hour by hour, moment by 
moment, fed by Him, clothed 
by Him, housed by Him ! Is 
all this a bit of mere sentiment? 
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God forbid. It is Christian-
reality: 

Is His gracious care not eq-
ual to each difficulty as it ar-
ises ? Can your need and 
poverty make demands, beyond 
the power of His helping hand? 
No, no. Spread simply, ear-
nestly and weepingly too your 
circumstances before Him—tell 
Him all. Keep nothing back. 
Let there be no reserve. Then 
in confidence wait and look out 
and up for the answer. " Take 
no thought for the morrow." 
The answer will not likely come 
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in the way you expect, nor 
from the human quarter, nor 
instrument you think of ; but 
come it will. Your Father will 
both feed and clothe you, so 
fear not " 0 ye of little faith." 
Your need is not more real 
than His perfect knowledge of 
it and of you too. Simple un-
questioning confidence in your 
Father's present love and care 
is your ONE resource. He loves 
to be confided in. It is His 
joy when need presses close and 
hard to Him and when large 
demands are made upon His 
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treasury. He is a great God 
and our Father. 
Say not my soul "from whence can God re-

lieve my care ?" 
Remember, Omnipotence hath servants 

everywhere, 
His method is sublime, His way supremely 

kind, 
God never is before His time, and never is 

behind. 

Light and darkness, cloud 
and sunshine, tears and laugh-
ter are strangely intermixed in 
each individual life-history. 

Life seems a riddle, and full 
of contradiction. It is like a 
tangled web : who can unravel 
its twisted threads ? Life— 
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Christian life—is like a wind-
ing path without end or outlet. 

We once stood in the midst 
of one of Scotland's fairest gar-
dens, but were unable to trace 
the plan in which the beautiful 
garden and its walks were laid 
out, which had called forth the 
admiration of the gracious so-
vereign of these realms. We got 
up on one of the terraces of the 
castle and looked down upon 
the scene of rare beauty. We 
then fixed our eyes on the 
centre, and from thence traced 
out the plan on which the gar- 
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den was arranged. It was clear 
enough as we looked upon it 
from the heights. The admir-
able skill in which the whole 
was planned filled us with de-
light. We sat down and pon-
dered over Romans viii. 28: 
" All things work together for 
good." All death and sickness; 
all poverty and disappointment; 
all trial and difficulty " work 
together." They each and all 
contribute to God's great and 
good end. Each separate trial 
works for that purpose ; it has 
its place in GOD'S GREAT PLAN. 
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