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PREFACE 

This address, given on "Bodily Healing Since Pente
cost" as found in the Scriptures, has been delivered at 
various Bible Conferences. The author having slightly 
enlarged it, sends it out in this form at the request of 
some who were helped by the spoken word. 

Much ignorance exists among the people of God as to 
this subject. What was true in days of yore is true to
day: "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge," 

This is true in many instances because those who pro
fess to be leaders of the flock of God do not cut in a 
straight line the word of truth, making no distinction 
between "Jew, Gentile and the Church of God" (1 Cor. 
10: 32). Until we see that each of these classes has 
its distinct place in the Scriptures, with different prom
ises given to each, we may give the children's bread 
to the dogs, and though we may mean well, the havoc 
wrought will be none the less real, causing disaster and 
shipwreck to many. 

The "Church of God," to which every true believer 
since Pentecost belongs, God has blessed with "all spir
itual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). 

"Temporal mercies," or blessings, as most call them, 
are not promised in this age, but we have a definite 
promise that, come weal or woe, is true—"All things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them 
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P R E F A C E 

who are the called according to His purpose" (Rom. 
8: 28). Here we may rest in peace and content, know
ing that what our God hath promised He is able to 
perform. 

All who have heard this address do not agree with 
what I have said, and I do not expect all will do so who 
read it, but, "If they speak not according to God's 
Word it is because there is no light in them." "He 
that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth us not. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, 
and the spirit of error" (1 John 4: 6). "I speak as 
to wise men; judge ye what I say;" but do so from the 
divine standard, the Word of God, and not from pre
conceived ideas. 

That God may in grace bless whatever is of Himself 
and for His glory, is all the speaker desired when the 
address was given, and with that same prayer he sends 
this forth on its wider mission. 

"Precious thought! My Father knoweth, 
Careth for His child, 

Bids me nestle closer to Him 
When the storm beats wild. 

Well I know the heart that planneth 
Naught but good for me; 

Joy and sorrow interwoven, 
Love in all I see," 

A. H. S. 



Bodily Healing Since Pentecost 

"If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord 
thy God, and wilt do that which is right in His tight, and 
wilt give ear to Hit commandments, and keep all His stat
utes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I 
have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that 
healeth thee" (Exodus 1 5 : 2 6 ) . 

i 1 i 

All of God's people have their share in trib
ulation on their journey home. This was fore
told by the Saviour in John 16: 33. How are we 
to reconcile the love of God with the circum
stances which we are called upon to pass 
through (as the children of God) while sojourn
ing in this scene? 

If there is one thing we talk about more than 
another as Christians, it is the love of God, and 
if there is one thing we enjoy less, it is that same 
love. Alas, when the trial or test comes we do 
not "rest in His love." We begin to question, 
"Why does He allow this to happen to me? and 
why the other thing? Could He not change my 
circumstances?" Of course, He could, but He 
does not, and "He knoweth the way He taketh;" 
so let us add: "And I will walk with Him." 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

So-called "Faith-healers" who are not enjoying 
the love of God, make a religion of healing, 
boldly quoting Scripture, affirming that they 
have the oracles of God on their side! 

They ask: "Does not Scripture say, 'Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to-day and for
ever,' and is not faith all you need for healing?" 
That is handling the Word of God deceitfully, 
and not in a proper way. I boldly assert you 
never find a child of God healed by faith after 
the Holy Ghost came into the world on the day 
of Pentecost! 

The promise you read at the beginning of this 
paper is a definite promise to God's ancient peo
ple Israel, and not to or for the Church of God. 
But notice the little word "if" 

THE LITTLE WORD WITH THE BIG 
MEANING. 

All depended on how the Israelites behaved them
selves. God started them right, as we read in 
Ps. 105:37: "He brought them forth also with 
silver and gold: and there was not one feeble 
person among them." What a miracle, for there 
were "Six hundred thousand on foot that were 
men, besides children and a mixed multitude" 
(Exod. 12:37, 38). 

Whoever knew of such an army, with no need 
of doctors and Bed Cross nurses, as they started 
out of the land of bondage? God was making His 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

promise good, so He started them right. How 
do we find them at the end of the journey? 

"I will alto leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord" 
(Zeph. 3 : 1 2 ) . 

Rich and none afflicted at the start. What a 
contrast at the close of their history, as the in
spired record reveals—"afflicted and poor!" 

Isaiah the prophet tells us the reason of their 
afflictions in chap. 1: 3-6: 

"The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib: but Israel doth not know, My people doth not con
sider. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of 
Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. Why 
should ye be stricken any more? Ye will revolt more and 
more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment." 

God had smitten them and afflicted them 
in various ways, but all to no profit. They 
would have their own way, with the inevitable 
result. 

When our Lord comes to them in grace, what 
does He find? A people without any diseases? 
Alas, no: lame, palsied, lepers, deaf and dumb 
people everywhere. In the synagogues, they are 
there. Sitting by the wayside begging, they are 
there. Sitting at the gate of the temple, every-
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

where the diseased are to be found, each a voice 
from God to that nation saying: "You have not 
kept My statutes!" They had not walked in His 
commandments, but had revolted, forsaking the 
Lord and His ways. 

Instead of being humbled by the proofs of 
their folly and sin, they were up on stilts saying: 
"Thank God, we are not like other men," think
ing that they were the joy of heaven and that 
God found pleasure in them and their ways. 

Our blessed Lord visits that nation in grace, 
"To confirm the promises made unto the fathers" 
(Rom. 15: 8). So He heals, He works His signs 
and wonders among them, even to stopping a 
procession on the way to the grave, drying the 
widow's tears, while the multitude exclaim: 
"God hath visited His people" (Luke 7:16). Ah, 
if they had only bowed down in repentance and 
faith, saying: "This is our God, we have waited 
for Him," all would have been well with that na
tion as a whole, but instead, their leaders attrib
uted His works of grace and power to Satan, 
and finally nailed Him to the cross, saying: "We 
will not have this Man to reign over us," and 
again, "His blood be upon us and on our chil
dren." Thus they filled up their measure of 
guilt. From that day to this, they have kept 
their diseases and their funeral processions, and 
with them, those tears and groans that will 
never be hushed until He comes again who only 
doeth wondrously, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

After the Holy Spirit came and during the 
Church period, we never read, "According to 
your faith be it unto you." Indeed, it is the oppo
site; and only in one case in all the recorded 
miracles of healing in the book of Acts is faith 
mentioned. Faith and miracles never go to
gether, but rather the opposite. 

FAITH and SIGHT 

Romish priests say they perform the miracle 
of turning a piece of dough into the flesh of our 
Holy Saviour with a few Latin words. But after 
their transubstantiation, "It looks like bread, it 
tastes like bread, it feels like bread, and it is 
bread." Still the Romish priests want me to be
lieve it is flesh. If I did, I would be a foolish 
religious fanatic, as are all who go contrary to 
their God-given senses regarding miracles. 

When the Church was inaugurated God was 
ringing the bell, saying: "Another Holy Person 
is on the earth." But He (the Holy Spirit) could 
not be seen, so only by signs and wonders was it 
possible to prove that He was here. A body was 
not prepared for the Holy Spirit such as that 
prepared for God's Son, but He dwells in believ
ers' bodies, which are called the temple of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). 

Thus the Apostles Paul and Barnabas declare, 
in Acts 15: 12, to the rest of the apostles and 
elders at Jerusalem, "What miracles and won-
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

ders God hath wrought among the Gentiles 
(heathen) by them!" Not among the children 
of God! But today Bosworths, Prices, McPher-
sons, and others declare the great miracles God 
is doing by them among the children of God! 
"If you have faith!" Where do they get it? I 
affirm, not in the Scriptures!* 

In Acts 3 : 1-11 we read: 

"Now Peter and John went up together into the tem
ple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a 
certain man lame from his mother's womb, was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple, which is 
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the 
temple; who seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon 
him with John, said, Look on us. A n d he gave heed unto 
them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter 
said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give 
I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him 
up: and immediately his feet and anklebones received 
strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and en
tered with them into the temple walking and leaping and 
praising God. And all the people saw him leaping and 
praising God and they knew that it was he which sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at that which had hap
pened unto him. And as the lame man which was healed 
held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them 
in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering." 

* Since the first edition of this pamphlet was published 
some of these teachers have died, and not of old age either. 
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No question was raised here as to faith, much 
or little! The man was not looking for healing, 
but for money! God gave him better than he 
looked for. There was no oil, or laying on of 
hands, or ceremony of any kind. He was healed 
in an instant, not of some fancied disease but 
of lameness all could see. 

Again in Acts, chap. 5:12-16: 

"And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and 
wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all 
with one accord in Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst 
no man join himself to them: but the people magnified 
them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both of men and women.) Insomuch that they 
brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on 
beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter 
passing by might overshadow some of them. There came 
also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jeru
salem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed 
with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one." 

Surely we cannot claim those who were vexed 
with unclean spirits were the children of God! 
And faith is not mentioned! No; healing is a 
gift, and when possessed by anyone, it is not a 
question of the faith of the diseased. But that 
is the safety-valve modern faith-healers have, 
"You haven't enough faith," or "The temple 
isn't clean," etc., but here, "They were healed 
every one." God is no respecter of persons, as 
the multitude found that day. 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

In Acts 8:5-8: 

"Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ unto them, and the people with one ac
cord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hear
ing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean 
spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that 
were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, 
and that were lame, were healed, and there was great joy 
in that city." 

Philip was not an apostle, but he had the gift 
of healing. Down he goes to Samaria, and with 
what blessed results!—the demon-possessed, pal
sied, and lame were healed and great joy reign
ed. No vanishing goiters there, no internal 
troubles that no one could see; no, no, all was on 
the surface, and plain to sight. Neither was 
there any need of faith to get that mercy from 
God, nor for others to know they had gotten it. 
All was plain and aboveboard. 

In Acts 9: 32-42: 

"And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all 
quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at 
Lydda. And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, 
which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the 
palsy. And Peter said unto him, Aeneas , Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he 
arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron 
saw him, and turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa 
a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation 
is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and 
almsdeeds which she did. And it came to pass in those 
days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. A n d for
asmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had 
heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, 
desiring him that he would not delay to come to them. 
Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was 
come, they brought him into the upper chamber, and all 
the widows stood by him weeping, and showing the coats 
and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them. 
But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and pray
ed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise! A n d 
she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up . 
And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and w h e n he 
had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. A n d 
it was known throughout all Joppa; and many bel ieved in 
the Lord." 

Here we have two cases mentioned. Peter is 
the wonder-worker. One had kept his bed eight 
years, the other was dead. Surely the dead was 
not healed by faith! In vain we search for mod
ern methods in the inspired Word of God. But 
it is just as easy for God to raise the dead as it 
is to heal the sick. Nothing is impossible with 
Him. 

In Acts 12: 1-7: 

"Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth 
hit hands to vex certain of the Church. And he killed 
James the brother of John with the sword. And because 
he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take 
Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And 
when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quarternions of soldiers to keep him; 
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people . 
Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made 
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B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

without ceasing of the Church unto God for him. And 
when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 
And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and 
a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the 
side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And 
his chains fell off from his hands." 

In this chapter we have two children of God 
in prison, both equally beloved of God; one has 
his head taken off, God works a miracle to pro
tect the other. "God giveth no account of His 
matters to any," but "doeth all things well." If 
we only had the anointed eye to see, we would 
say, "As for God, His way is perfect." Prayer, 
no doubt, was made for both, but to the prayer 
for James God says No, to that for Peter's de
liverance, Yes! Both prayers were answered, 
but in what different ways! Peter's testimony 
was not yet finished, and until then he is immor
tal. 

In Acts 14:8-11: 

"And there tat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in hit 
feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never 
had walked: the same heard Paul speak: who steadfastly 
beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be 
healed, said with a loud voice. Stand upright on thy feet. 
And he leaped and walked. And when the people saw 
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 
the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us 
in the likeness of men/' 

14 



B O D I L Y H E A L I N G S I N C E P E N T E C O S T 

This is the only place where faith is mentioned 
in all the recorded miracles in the book of Acts, 
and it is faith to be healed. It does not neces
sarily mean he had "faith in Christ" or "His 
blood." "Many believed in His Name ivhen they 
saiv the miracles which He did, but Jesus did not 
commit Himself to them (or, believe in them), 
because He knew what was in men" (John 2: 
23-25). You can judge for yourself as to this 
case, to see if it is in any way parallel to what 
we find today. God's way of saving a soul is not 
by seeing some miracle performed, but by believ
ing on the Lord Jesus Christ and what He has 
done on the cross. 

MIRACLES BY PAUL 

Acts 19: 11-20: "And God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul: so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 
Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon 
them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of 
the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preached. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, 
a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. And the evil 
spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; 
but who are ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit 
was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed 
against them, so that they fled out of that house naked 
and wounded. And this was known to all the Jews and 
Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them 
all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And 
many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their 
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deed*. Many of them also which used curious arts brought 
their books together, and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the Word of 
God and prevai led/ ' 

Diseases and evil spirits went out of them! 
Were they Christians with the right amount of 
faith? There is no mention of faith, nor could 
there be! Imitations of this use of handkerchiefs 
are perpetrated on gullible people in our day, but 
all that happens is that they lose their money. 

Next, a dead man is raised by Paul. He fell 
asleep while listening to the great apostle preach 
and lost his life thereby. 

Acts 2 0 : 7 - 1 2 : "And upon the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and 
continued his speech until midnight. And there were many 
lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered to
gether. And there sat in a window a certain young man 
named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as 
Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and 
fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And 
Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him 
said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him. When 
he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, 
and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, 
so he departed. And they brought the young man alive, 
and were not a little comforted/ 9 

Taken up dead is no hindrance to Paul. He 
can present him to them again alive! Surely it 
was not great faith that wrought this wonder 
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here. At least not on the part of the dead man. 
We never find Paul touring from one place to an
other as a healer of men's bodies. He could and 
did, when it would glorify God, but never for 
filthy lucre, or that he might be thought of as 
some great one. 

In Acts 28: 1-9 we have the last miracle of 
healing in the book: 

4 'And when they were escaped, then they knew that 
the island was called Melita. And the barbarous people 
showed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and 
received us every one, because of the present rain, and 
because of the cold. A n d when Paul had gathered a 
bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, there came a 
viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And 
when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his 
hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a 
murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet ven
geance suffereth not to live. And he shook off the beast 
into the fire, and felt no harm. Howbeit they looked, 
when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead sud
denly; but after they had looked a great while, and saw no 
harm come to hrm, they changed their minds, and said 
that he was a god. In the same quarters were posses
sions of the chief man of the island, whose name was 
Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days cour
teously. And it came to pass, that the father of Publius 
lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul 
entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and 
healed him. So when this was done, others also, which 
had diseases in the island, came, and were healed.'1 

The people on this island did not know the 
difference between a murderer and God! One 
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minute Paul is a murderer, the next a god, in 
their judgment. 

But he heals the chief man's father; and 
others which had diseases, came and were healed. 
There was no prerequisites such as, "You must 
have faith first!" "Get saved," etc. That is not 
in the Word of God! Neither was oil used by 
any of the apostles in the book of Acts, though 
most faith-healers are strong on that point, and 
quote James who wrote to the twelve tribes scat
tered abroad. But we will look at James in due 
time. 

I trust you have followed me thus far, having 
examined the Word in a submissive spirit! Many 
are riding to victory on experiences, but that 
will not help you much on a death-bed, or a bed 
of pain. "I commend you to God and the word 
of His grace, which is able to build you up" 
(Acts 20:32). 

Now we will look at true Christians and see if 
they received healing in a miraculous way! Let 
us begin with Paul himself. Was ha healed 
when he prayed for it? Had he faith? Was he 
not a man of faith? Did he not pray again, and 
again, and yet again for healing? But God said: 
No, Paul, I will not heal you, but I will give grace 
sufficient to be an overcomer. 

2 Cor. 12:1-10: "It is not expedient for me doubtless 
to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the 
Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 
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(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the 
body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught 
up to the third heaven. A n d I knew such a man, (whether 
in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God know
eth;) how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter. Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not 
glory, but in mine infirmities. For though I would desire 
to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: 
but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above 
that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per
secutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I strong." 

Imagine anyone saying, "If you have infirm
ities it is because of sin, and if you had faith 
enough you could be cured !" What a libel 
against the holy apostle Paul! "Most gladly 
therefore will I glory in mine infirmities" is a 
mark of the power of Christ on anyone. You 
show me any one glorying in infirmities, and I 
will show you one upon whom the power of 
Christ rests. Nature cannot do it. But one says, 
"Infirmities are not the same as sicknesses." To 
such we can only say, Wait and see! 
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Read next 1 Tim. 5: 23: "Drink no longer 
water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's 
sake and thine often infirmities." There is but 
one man in the New Testament who has the won
drous title of "Man of God," and Timothy is that 
man, but, alas, he had stomach trouble and often 
infirmities. Why did not Paul heal him? Could 
he not do it? Surely he could, but he never 
healed a Christian; he used that power always 
for the Gentiles, barbarians, the unsaved. He 
left God's people in the hands of their Father 
and knew that all was well. 

"My times are in Thy hand; 
Father, I wish them there; 

My life, my soul, my all, 
I leave entirely to Thy care." 

Epaphroditus comes next. Phil. 2: 26-30: 
"For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, 

because that ye had heard that he had been sick. For 
indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on 
him; and not on him only, but on m e also, lest 1 should 
have sorrow upon sorrow. I sent him therefore the more 
carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, 
and that I may be the less sorrowful. Receive him there
fore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in repu
tation: because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto 
death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service 
toward me." 

Here is one who had stepped into the breach 
(as a volunteer) to carry the things the saints 
desired Paul to have—things that in God's sight 
were a "sweet smelling savor" (Phil. 4: 18). The 
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only way Paul could have them was by someone 
undertaking the journey from Philippi to Rome, 
and Epaphroditus says: "Here am I; send me/ ' 
and off he starts. His long journey nearly cost 
him his life. He had physical limitations and 
overstepped them, with the result he "was sick 
nigh unto death/ ' but it was 

FOR THE WORK OF CHRIST. 

Surely the apostle will heal him! Nay, Paul 
writes: "God had mercy on him and on me also/' 
and it seems from the reading he was convaU 
escing, gradually gaining strength, so Paul asks 
them to "receive him the more carefully/' Paul 
does not anoint and pray, and then work a won
der, as the faith-healers profess to do: saying 
that we should do so also, else we have not a 
four-square Gospel! Apparently Paul did not 
have it either! Ah, no; God loves His children 
better than any of His servants can do, so we 
can pray one for another and safely leave our 
case in our Father's hands, saying trustingly, 
"Thy will be done." 

2 Tim. 4: 20: "Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus 
have I left at Miletum sick." 

Yes, Paul left Trophimus sick. Thus the cur
tain drops on that devoted man of God who came 
with Paul to Europe on his first voyage, and 
stuck to him through thick and thin. He was 
with Paul when he was stoned and left for dead, 
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and now this dear child of God is sick, yet Paul 
performs no miracle for him, though no doubt 
he prayed for him. But is it not often on a sick
bed we learn some of our most soul-sanctifying 
lessons? How many of God's people can say 
truthfully, "It was good for me that I had been 
afflicted; before I was afflicted I went astray." 
Many lessons can be learned by most of us only 
in that way! We look into Eternity there, and 
back over our past life also, and no doubt have 
a judgment-seat with ourselves in view of that 
day when all will be brought to light. At other 
times we are too busy—it may be in doing the 
work of God—but the Lord takes us aside at 
times and speaks to us on a sick-bed. There we 
have time to listen, and hear His voice. 

As to James, I will only say this: Instead of 
the preacher calling for the sick, it is the sick 
man who does the calling—just the opposite 
from what is taught by many. He calls for 
elders and not for miracle-workers. Then again 
the prayer of faith of Elias was based on the 
known, revealed will of God. "And it came to 
pass after many days, that the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, 
show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain 
upon the earth" (1 Kings 18:1) . 

"I WILL SEND RAIN" 

Elijah does not pray for something when he is 
not sure God will grant it or not. God had 
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told him, so he prays intelligently. If any 
one is sick, and I know the mind of the Lord is 
to raise that person, then with confidence I ask. 
1 John 5: 14: "And this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that, if we ask anything accord
ing to His will, He heareth us." If we know not 
the mind of the Lord it well becomes us to use 
the words of our blessed Lord, "Not My will, 
but Thine be done." Some have done otherwise, 
and God has granted their desires, and what a 
punishment they found it to be! The story is 
told of a young married woman who was told 
her husband could not live. She prayed, "Oh, 
God, you must not take my husband from me; 
do anything else, but not that." He did get bet
ter, but was an idiot the rest of his days. Many 
days she had to endure his vacant stare and see 
his helplessness, and finally wrote:— 

"My Father, Thou hast taught me how 
To suffer and be still; 

And bowed my rebel spirit down 
To Thy unerring will; 

Hast taught me that there is a pang 
Greater than death can give; 

And punished my idolatry, 
Bidding my idol live!" 

Rom. 8:18-25 is the key to the problem: 
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the crea
ture waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For 
the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but 
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by reason of Him who hath subjected the same in hope, 
because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And 
not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, even w e ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. For w e are saved by hope: but hope that is seen 
is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 
for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it." 

For this we wait with all creation for the com
ing of our glorious Lord. "How long, 0 Lord, 
how long?" "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

So with all the saints on earth we are "in the 
kingdom and patience of our Lord Jesus," and 
until He comes, "In this (body) we groan, earn
estly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven. . . . For we that are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for 
that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life" 
(2 Cor. 5:1-4). Till that glad day we would 
"rest in His love," believing— 

"A Father's hand will never cause 
His child a needless tear." 

There are two errors the children of God are 
liable to fall into when sickness comes to them 
or their loved ones. We may be like the king we 
read of in 2 Chronicles 16: 12: 
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"And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was 
diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great; 
yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to the 
physicians/9 

But he died! Being a king he could command 
and pay money and honors to anyone who could 
heal him, so on their skill he depended, but, "Asa 
slept with his fathers/ ' is the divine comment on 
the man who 

SOUGHT NOT THE LORD, 

but relied wholly upon the physicians. How many 
still do likewise! Because of wealth and position 
they can afford to consult many doctors, forget
ting the greatest Physician of all: 

THE SYMPATHIZING JESUS. 

Then we may be like King Hezekiah in Isaiah 
38. He turned to God in his deep need, but as 
far as the record goes, left out the physician 
altogether. God in His mercy heard Hezekiah's 
prayer, saw his tears, and added to his days fif
teen years, but not without sending His physi
cian in the person of Isaiah, who said: 

"Let them take a lump of figs and lay it for a plaister 
upon the boil and he shall recover" (v. 21) . 

But Hezekiah's last fifteen years were his 
worst, and he begat Manasseh, one of the most 
evil kings that ever sat on the throne. Judging 
from the record, it would have been better for 
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Hezekiah to have died rather than have been 
healed. Let us ask God to answer our prayers 
according to His wisdom and will. 

"For whatioerer things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and com
fort of the Scriptures, might hare hope" (Rom. 1 5 : 4 ) . 

May we learn of Him who is the great Teacher. 
"Who teacheth like Him?" 

"In all their afflictions He was afflicted/' 

"Through waves, through clouds and storms, 
God gently clears the way; 

We wait His time; so shall the night 
Soon end in blissful day/' 

We may well say with the poet, whose name 
unknown to us is well-known to God: 

"No chance hath brought this ill to me, 
Tis God's sweet will—so let it be. 
He seeth what I cannot see. 

"There is a 'needs be' for each pain, 
And He will some day make it plain 
That earthly loss is heavenly gain. 

"Like as a piece of tapestry, 
Viewed from the back, appears to be 
Nothing but threads tangled hopelessly; 

"But in the front a picture fair 
Rewards the worker for his care; 
Proving his skill and patience rare. 

"Thou art the workman, I the frame; 
Lord, for the glory of Thy name, 
Perfect Thine image on the same9'—Anon. 
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"And we know that ALL THINGS (Yea, all thing*) work 
together FOR GOOD to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to HU purpose" (Rom. 8 :28 ) . 

"We know." Do we know this? How do we 
know? What is the result of knowing it? Do 
we act as if it were a reality to our souls? Or 
are we fretting, worrying, complaining, and as 
distracted as we would be if we never had such 
a precious promise given by Him who knoweth 
the end from the beginning? "Brethren, you 
have seen the end of the Lord," James says in 
connection with Job (chap. 5:11). What was 
the end of the Lord's dealings in Job's case? He 
is shown to be "full of compassion and pitiful." 
And what was Job's end? Was it not blessed? 
Surely it was. Then yours will be the same for 
your case is in the hands of the same God. 

Who was it that wrought all the havoc in Job's 
fortune and family and health? Satan! Did Job 
take it from him? "What! Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips" 
(Job 2:10). 

All his flocks and herds gone! All his family 
gone in one day! He himself covered with boils! 
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But Job takes it all from God. He had learned 
what many of us never seem to learn—to make 
THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN WHAT GOD 
APPOINTED AND WHAT GOD PERMITTED. 
His permissions and His appointments are equal
ly blessed, if we only take them from His hand, 
instead of taking them second-handed. 

Most of us love second-hand things. Joseph 
did not! It was true that his brethren sold him, 
but he said to them, "It was not you that sent 
me hither, but God" (Gen. 45:8) . David said 
when Shimei cursed him, "Let him curse; for the 
Lord hath bidden him" (2 Sam. 16:11). To 
Abishai Shimei was a dead dog; to David he was 
God's messenger. 

Jesus showed this when Judas came with the 
armed band, "Judas, betrayest thou the Son of 
Man with a kiss?" but it was "the cup that My 
Father gave Me, shall I not drink it?" Yes, 
though brought to Him by Judas, nevertheless 
it was mixed by His God and Father; and, "Even 
so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight," 
was His constant resource in a difficult and trying 
day. They had attributed His works to the 
devil! Even John the Baptist sent to ask, "Art 
thou He that should come, or look we for an
other?" John's faith failed for the moment as 
he languished in prison. The cities where our 
Lord had done His mightiest works had rejected 
Him; "exalted to heaven" (with privileges) 
they would be "cast down to hell"; but from His 
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Father's hands the rejected, despised Saviour 
takes all. 

An arrow may come from an enemy's bow, but 
it first has to pass through the heart of God; so 
when it reaches me, it is His ivill for me. 

Of course, the evil-doer will bear his punish
ment as Shimei did, as Satan will, and as Judas 
is now wailing, "Oh, that I had never been born!" 
But the part of a child is to take all from his 
Father. There is a "needs be." 

But you say, If I were only sure it was coming 
from God, I would surely take it differently; but 
my child was sick and I took her to a certain 
hospital, and if I had only had had a different 
surgeon, or a different nurse, or a different hos
pital! Yes, if, if, if, tells the story. You want 
to take the good things from God but not the 
evil! How alike we are in this! Did He allow 
it? Yes, He must, you sayl Then look up into 
His blessed face and say, Lord, if Thou hast not 
appointed it, Thou hast permitted it, and all is 
well. 

"Brethren, you see the end of the Lord," in 
Job's case. So when we see ours, it will be the 
same, for has He not said: "All things work to
gether for good?" Do we not believe it? Yes, 
but—! Ah, heart-rest cannot be found in taking 
anything except from His kind and loving hand. 

"My times are in Thy hand, 
Father, I wish them there." 
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What rest it gives to say this in simple, child
like faith! 

How easy to write or speak thus, but it ought 
to be thus with us all day by day, remembering, 

"Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till a God of love sees fit." 

Even in the great tribulation period, when 
Satan is "cast down to the earth filled with 
wrath, knowing he hath only a short time" to do 
his work, even then he cannot kill God's wit
nesses until "they shall have finished their testi
mony" (Rev. 11:7). 

Until that time they are immortal in a sense. 
Herod in his day killed James with the sword, 
and intended to do the same with Peter after 
Easter, but God sent His angel and brought 
Peter out of prison. Peter had two letters to 
write for the lambs and sheep of Christ's flock, 
and until that was done, all the Herods combined 
could not kill him. It is still true, "The Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever He will." 

Blessed be His Glorious Name forever, who 
only doeth wondrously! He has promised and 
is able to perform, so "we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His pur
pose." 
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Though I'm least of all His children, 
So unworthy of His love; 

Yet for me there's kind remembrance, 
In my Father's heart of love. 

Let me, like a little sparrow, 
Trust Him where I cannot see; 

In the sunshine and the shadow, 
Singing, He'll take care of me. 

In my Father's blessed keeping, 
I am happy, safe and free; 

While His eye is on the sparrow, 
I shall not forgotten be, 

If interested in exposure of Healers, send for "The 
Healing Delusion," dealing with the doctrine, the meth
ods prevailing and the claims made in present-day Heal
ing Campaigns, by Mrs. May Wyburn Fitch. Paper, 25c; 
cloth, 60c. P.O. Box 14, Racine, Wis., or Publisher. 
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