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Foreword

GREAT words and wise were those that came last
from the pen of Simon Peter for the flock of God
that he loved so well. He was about to put off his taber-
nacle, for thus he described his coming martyrdom—
what should he say to those who had still to face the many
questions and difficulties that would arise in their per-
sonal experiences, and who had to go through the vicis-
situdes of life in the world of which Satan is the god?
He had had an up and down experience himself. What
had carried him through it and made him more than
a conqueror at the end of it? Grace and the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He could not
separate the grace from the One in Whom it is, nor did
he attempt it, so he wrote: “GROW IN GRACE, AND IN THE
KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JEsUs CHRIST.
To HiM BE GLORY, BOTH NOW AND FOR EVER. AMEN.” He
could add nothing to that. In that lay the secret of every
spiritual deliverance and of all true victory and joy,
and with that he closed his devoted life and service to
the Lord and His flock. It is with the earnest hope
that I may be able to help some at least of that blood-
purchased flock to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that I issue these
Talks on Elisha, the prophet of grace. J.T.M.
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And Elisha Went Over

HOW THE 1.ORD REACHED
THE THRONE OF GRACE



“He took up also the mantle of Elijah, and went back
and stood by the bank of Jordan. He took also the mantle
of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and
said, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? And when he
had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither,
and Elisha went over. And when the sons of the prophets
which were to view at Jericho saw him . . . They came
to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before
him” (2 Kings 2. 13-15).



DELIVERING GRACE .

CHAPTER [

And Elisha Went Over

CROWD of young men, fifty or more,
stand eagerly watching a lone figure
as he descends the steep bank of the
river. They sorely feel their need of a leader
and head, and this man may be he. They
are not sure, but the way that he crosses
that turbulent flood will decide them. It is
a momentous time, a time of crisis both for
them and for him. His way with the river
is very simple: he does but smite it with his
mantle and call upon God, and lo, the waters
part hither and thither, and he passes over
as one would tread a beaten highway. And
that crowd to a man bow down to the ground
before him. They recognise his power and
own him as their lord and head and leader.
The man that they acknowledged was Elisha,
the God-appointed prophet to Israel. His
name means “‘God 1is Saviour,” and he
represented a Saviour-God, Who was full of
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grace for a needy and stricken people. Of
all the men who served God in those Old
Testament days, he stands out as the prophet
of grace, and in that he was a foreshadow of
our Lord Jesus Christ in His present place on
the Throne of Grace in Heaven, the Ad-
ministrator of the grace of God to men. Only
a shadow, mark you, and not the very image
of Him, and as the shadow is nothing and the
Substance is everything, so Elisha is nothing,
except as his thrilling story does pictorially
set before us the all-sufficient grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And that is something,
and well worthy of our study, for who can do
without the Saviour and His grace? Not I,
nor you, my reader and friend, whom I greet
in this little book. The procession of needy
folk with their burdens and ills and problems
and sorrows pass before Elisha in its pages.
We watch them as they come and go, and
recognise our own spiritual needs portrayed
in them; but as Elisha was the man for them
all, so 1s his great Antitype the Man for us.
It is of Him I write, and I write joyfully,
thankfully, and with a full assurance, for I
have tasted and seen for myself that He is
gracious.

Elisha's story is like the garden of God
in a barren land, an oasis in the desert. It
is enlightening to the mind and delightful
to the heart. God was there with Elisha,
who was justly called “the man of God.”
He was never baffled. He was master of
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every situation and equal to every demand.
All sorts of people came to him—Xkings, cap-
tains, lepers, great women and bankrupt
widows, and they were blest in coming. He
met friends and foes, good and bad, Israelite
and Gentile, and freely bestowed his benefits
upon them all, for the grace of God cannot
be confined within any limits of any nation
or class. His life was a joyous and over-
flowing life, for to give and forgive, to relieve
and to bless, is God’s own joy, and His chosen
vessels share in it. Almost every phase of
human need gave way to Elisha’s ministry.
There were limits with him, of course, for he
was a failing man, a feeble vessel, and but
the shadow of the coming, all-sufficient, and
eternally glorious and perfect Saviour. Only
Jesus could say, “Come unio Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give
you rest.” He has said it, and His deed is
not less blessed than His word.

We notice that Elisha reached the place of
his ministry through the river Jordan. God
was with him when he came to that flood,
and the waters were subdued before him,
and not one drop of them wetted his sandalled
feet. How different it was with Jesus when
He came face to face with death, of which
this Jordan was a figure. It was necessary
that He should face death and endure it and
pass through it if He was to be exalted to the
Throne of Grace, “to be a Prince and a Saviour”
there. He had to meet it in all its force.
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No miracle was wrought on His behalf in that
great hour. No way was made through it
for Him. Jordan overflowed all its banks
when He came to it, and no helper could
go through it with Him. In anticipation of
it He breathed out His soul’s deep agony
in words that we cannot forget. “Now 1is
My soul troubled; and what shall I say?
Father, save Me from this hour: but for this
cause came I to this hour. Father, glorify
Thy Name.” And again as He descended
the banks of that river, and ere His feet touched
its flowing waters, He prayed: “If it be pos-
sible, let this cup pass from Me.” But it
was not possible, and He had to cry, “The
waters are come in unto My soul. I am
come into deep waters, where the floods over-
flow Me” (Psa. 69). “Deep calleth unto
deep at the noise of Thy waterspouts: all
Thy waves and billows are gone over Me”
(Psa. 42). His death was a necessity: apart
from it “him that had the power of death,
that is the Devil,” could never have been
annulled, and we could never have been
delivered from his power. God’s love could
never have been known by us, for in no other
way could it have been fully and righteously
declared. But now “God commendeth His
love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” Apart from His
death our sins could not have been forgiven,
we could not have been blest and saved,
and there would have been no salvation and
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grace for sinners; for though our Lord would
still have had a throne, high above all, for
He is God, it would not have been, and could
not have been, a throne of grace.

This is the Gospel that has been preached
to us: “Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and was buried and was raised
again the third day, according to the Scrip-
tures.” And the glorious story of redeeming
love goes farther than that: “Let all the house
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made
this same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified,
both Lord and Christ.” He became “obed-
ient unto death, even the death of the Cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him,
and given Him a Name that is above every
name: that at the Name of Jesus every knee
should bow . . . and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”

It is good for us to behold our Lord going
down into the waters of death for us, as those
sons of the prophets watched Elisha descend
the banks of Jordan. It is good for us to
behold Him coming out of death in resur-
rection, for of a truth a dead Saviour would
have been no use to us, He would have been
no Saviour at all if He had not come out of
death, for “if Christ be not raised, ye are yet
in your sins.” If death had overwhelmed
and defeated Him, we might have wondered
at the love that made Him die for us, but we
should have mourned Him for ever, and no
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hope, no joy, no song would ever have dis-
pelled our sorrow and gloom, and God would
have lost His Son, and we should have had
no Saviour, no Lord, no Leader, no One to
Whom we could carry our needs and cares,
no One to make us rich and overflowing with
His grace.

But now is Christ risen from the dead;
He, and not death has triumphed. He
appeared to His disciples, and said to them,
“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I
Myself.” And this appearance has been re-
corded for us in God’s Holy Scriptures, that
we might grasp its meaning by faith, and fall
at the feet of Jesus risen from the dead, and
cry with Thomas, “My Lord and my God!”

Those young men who bowed before Elisha
and owned him as their leader were right.
It was God’s will that they should acknow-
ledge His chosen and anointed prophet in that
way, and they were wise men when they did
God’'s will. It is God’s will that every
tongue should confess Jesus as Lord. And
“if thou shalt confess the Lord Jesus, and
believe in thy heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom.
10. 9). Those who deny the Lord that bought
them bring upon themselves swift destruction,
but those who bow before Him and confess
Him and cleave to Him with purpose of heart
are enriched by the grace of which He is the
Administrator, for the great title and place
of Lord, which is His now, not only means
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that He is set in the place of supreme authority,
but that He is the Administrator of all God’s
grace to men. And it is through Him who is
even at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us, that we are more
than conquerors.






Salt in a New Cruse

HOW THOSE WHO ARE LEARNING
THAT IN THEM DWELLS NO GOOD
THING, AND ARE ASKING, “WHO
SHALL DELIVER ME?” MAY BE
DELIVERED



“HE tarried at Jericho . . . and the men of the city said
unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this
city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught,
and the ground barren. And he said, Bring me a new
cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to
him. And he went forth unto the spring of the waters,
and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Lord,
I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence ‘
any more death or barren land. So the waters were healed
unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which
he spake” (2 Kings 2. 18-22).
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CHAPTER II

Salt in a New Cruse

T was a new era, and a happy one for Jericho,
when Elisha went and abode there. Be-
fore it had been THE CITY OF DIS-

APPOINTMENT, for the situation of it was
pleasant, but—and it was the men of the city
that made the confession—the water was
naught and the ground barren. From the
time that the city had been founded on the
ruins of its predecessor, a curse had been on
it; its waters were tainted at the spring of
them, and the land about it yielded only
thorns for the labour of its people. It had
not always been like that, for at one time it
had been called “the city of the palm trees,”
but that was a matter of ancient history;
and yet, with that fact on record, and the
feeling that there was the possibility of better
things in it, for its situation was pleasant,
the inhabitants had hoped and laboured—
but all in vain. It is more than likely that
they had reached the point of despair when
Elisha, the man of God, paid his memorable
visit to them. And “he tarried there,” and
I am sure I am not far from the truth when I
say that he did so because he desired to bless
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the city, and he dwelt among them until they
were humble enough and honest enough to
tell him the plight they were in.

Some of my readers have dwelt in the city
of Jericho for a long time, expectation and
disappointment have alternated in their ex-
perience. How eagerly they have hoped for
better things, how sincerely they have vowed
and resolved, how earnestly they have reached
out after a better and more fruitful life than
they have known, but they have missed it.
Yet they feel that this ought not to be. Is
not man’s chief end to glorify God and to enjoy
Him for ever, and to be supremely happy
and a blessing to others in doing it? Then
why are the waters of their lives so bitter,
and the land of them so barren? Let us
see if we can discover the reason and find the
remedy.

First—and please do not be afraid of a little
doctrine, for we cannot understand the situa-
tion without it—when man was created in
the image and likeness of God, he was un-
questionably “the city of the palm trees;”
fresh and beautiful, and with unimpaired
powers, he was capable of bringing forth
fruit for God, and of being a channel of bless-
ing to all. But he fell from that high estate.
Just as the city of Jericho set itself in defiance
against God’s will, so Adam deliberately
and wilfully turned away from God’s com-
mandment, and in that day of folly he fell
as surely as did Jericho.
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It was only natural that the sons of Adam
should have endeavoured to recover their
lost position and powers, but they have en-
deavoured without God, and their labours
have been in vain. The sentence of death
lies upon the race, as it lay upon Hiel, the
Bethelite, who rebuilt Jericho and lost his
eldest son when he laid the foundation and
his youngest when he finished the gates of it,
his whole family under death—“for by one
man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.”

In Paul’s masterly letter to the Christians
in Rome, he stresses this great doctrine in
chapter 5, but when he comes to chapter 7,
he shows how it works out in the life of the
individual who has been awakened to what is
right and desires to be what he feels God
would have him be. What a history it is!
What struggles! How poignant is the ex-
perience! We can almost hear the gasps
and sobs of the man’s soul as he is learning
the bitter lesson that “the water is naught,
and the land barren,” until at last, realising
that his best efforts are defeated and his
struggles all useless, he cries: “O wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?” And with such an
experience as this in their souls and such a
cry upon their lips, some of my readers have
lived for a long time.

Now a word as to Elisha, so rightly called
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the man of God. He was a great contrast to
Elijah. Elijah represented the law and
pressed its demands upon the people. He
came to tell them that the Lord, He is God!
And to urge His just claims, and to tell them
what they ought to be and do, and because
they did not yield to God His rights and were
not what they ought to be, condemnation
and judgment always accompanied his ministry
among them. But Elisha came, not demand-
ing, but giving. He shewed out the goodness
of God to a wretched people. He was a
dispenser of grace and mercy, and all sorts of
people were blest by him; nor did he turn
away any who came to him acknowledging
their need.

There was no hope for Israel in Elijah’s
ministry, and there is no hope in the law for
us. It is “weak through the flesh,” declares
Paul, who knew it by experience. It cannot
make us what we ought to be. It cannot
change the barren land or sweeten the bitter
waters; it can only expose and show up the
barrenness and the bitterness, and condemn
us. It has done so already; we lie under
its sentence if we have invoked its aid. It is
when we have reached that point in our soul-
history, that we are ready for Elisha and the
salt in the new cruse; we are ready for our
Lord Jesus Christ, in His present glorious-
place as the Administrator of the grace of
God. He is the Great Deliverer, Whose com-
passions reach down to men in their miseries.
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I like the man who spoke for the delegation
that waited on the prophet; there was a
directness and brevity about his speech. He
made no apology for their condition, and
did not hide it; he stated the case in a few
blunt words and waited. He did not even
say what they would like the prophet to do.
He {felt that it was enough to tell him the
need. It was enough, and his confidence in
Elisha was met by an instant answer of grace
and blessing. And, mark it well, it was
Jericho, the one cursed city in the land,
that got the blessing. Elijah had been to
that city, and left it as he found it, and the
inhabitants of it do not seem to have cared
to appeal to him. But while Elisha tarried
among them they must have been encouraged
to approach him by his words and ways.
He was the man, surely, to whom they could
go, for he seemed so accessible, so sympathetic,
so attractive.

There are no more blessed words in the Bible
than those in John 1. 14-17: “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us . . . full
of grace and truth . . . and of His fulness have
all we received, and grace for (upon) grace.
For the law came by Moses, but grace and
truth came by (subsist in) Jesus Christ.”
Now, Jesus was Jehovah, Elisha’s Lord, and
whatever grace there was in Elisha was but
as the light of the moon that is caught by it
and reflected from the soon-to-rise sun. Jesus
was the true Light, He was the Sun.
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How wonderful was the love that brought
Him down to us and to tarry with us in the
barren lives and world in which we lived,
not to demand from us and force the claims
of the law upon us, or to condemn us for our
iniquities and sins, but to save us. “For
God sent not His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved.” He came in grace;
He was full of it. He came to give; we have
no need to listen to another talking of Him in
order to learn this, for He has told us Him-
self, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink,
thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would
have given thee living water” (John 4. 10).
“Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.
He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water” (John 7. 37, 38). He came with
the new cruse, which was grace. The truth
in the old cruse, which was the law, and which
came by Moses, could only condemn us, for
the blessings of which it did speak could only
be gained and held by absolute and con-
tinual obedience to its commands, and its
curse rested upon all who continued not in
all things that were written in it to do them;
but the truth in the new cruse brought nothing
but blessing, for it was the declaration that
God is love, and that His love was bent upon
blessing men.
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No illustration, not even those that are
divinely given, can nearly equal the truth,
and these Old Testament stories were but the
shadows of good things to come, and not the
very image of them. The good things have
come now, the substance has appeared, and
that substance is Christ. He has done for
us what Elisha never could have done for those
men of Jericho, for “He hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree.” How great was the
love that moved Him thus! And as we medi-
tate on such a statement of the truth as this,
do not we feel constrained to say, “I am cruci-
fied with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, WHO LOVED ME
AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME.” And
again, “For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God send-
ing His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh,”
and this happened that there might be no more
“death or barren land,” but that “the righteous-
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”
(Romans 8).

Yes, the truth (which is salt indeed) as to
what we are and what God is, has been brought
to us in surpassing grace. It is “the grace of
God that brings salvation;” and as it comes
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into our souls we realise our own barrenness,
and how utterly beyond all hope of improve-
ment the flesh is, for in it good does not dwell,
and we turn from it and cast ourselves com-
pletely upon Christ.

Then the truth that we have often read in
the Word, but never received into our souls,
becomes at last living to us and in us. The
law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus makes
us free from the law of sin and death (Rom.
8), and now deliverance from barrenness and
death lies in cultivating the flesh no more,
but in honestly confessing that there is no
good thing in it, and in turning to Christ
Who bore its condemnation for us when He
was made a sacrifice for sin. We know that
He was raised again from the dead, for it is
part of the truth of the Gospel which we have
believed, and for us this means justification
from all our offences (Rom. 4. 25). It is
grace that has justified us from the guilty
past, but upon this absolutely sure and right-
eous basis, so that the question of our guilt
will never be raised again. And that same
grace transfers us from the old Adam life that
lies under condemnation and death, and could
bring forth no fruit, to Christ, our risen Saviour,
and it is thus that where sin abounded grace
does much more abound (Rom. 5. 20), that now
being made free from sin, and having become
the servants to God, we might have our fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life
(Rom. 6. 22).
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But that is not all, for we read: “It is
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen
again, Who is even at the right hand of God
Who also maketh intercession for us” (Rom.
8. 34). He died that we might be justified;
He lives and intercedes that we might live
as justified people. But it is all Himself—
the truth is in Jesus. It has come to us in
wonderful grace, and it is this that changes
everything and enables us to close the chapter
of earnest resolutions and bitter disappoint-
ments, and open the new one of perfect rest
in our Lord Jesus Christ and fruitfulness to
God, His Father, and blessing to others.

And the city of Jericho became ‘“the city
of the palm trees” once more (2 Chron. 28.
15), and there the naked were clothed and the
hungry were fed, and the feeble were helped,
and there long separated brethren were united
again, and the people were obedient to the
Word of God. So it shall be with every one
of us who turn wholly to the Lord and cleave
to Him with purpose of heart. The grace
that began with our salvation will not fail
us; it is sufficient for our whole lives in every
phase of them. And while it teaches us to
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present evil world, it assures us of a new life
of liberty, fruitfulness, and blessing. And
such a life must be as happy as it is new.



Bring Me a Minstrel

HOW DISCORDANT LIVES MAY BE
PUT INTO TUNE



“So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah,
and the king of Edom; and they fetched a compass of
seven days’ journey: and there was no water for the host,
and for the cattle that followed them. And the king
of Israel said, Alas! that the Lord hath called these three
kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab!
But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the
Lord, that we may inquire of the Lord by him? And
one of the king of Israel’s servants answered and said,
Here is Elisha, the son of Shaphat, which poured water
on the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said, The
Word of the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel
and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to
him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What
have I to do with thee? Get thee to the prophets of thy
father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king
of Israel said unto him, Nay; for the Lord hath called
these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand
of Moab. And Elisha said, As the Lord of hosts liveth,
before Whom I stand, surely, were it not that I regard
the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would
not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now bring me
a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel
played, the hand of the Lord came upon him.”
(2 Kings 3. 9-15).
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CHAPTER III

Bring Me a Minstrel

HREE kings: the heathen Edomite, the
apostate  Jehoram, and the godly
Jehoshaphat: a strange alliance this, an.

alliance that pleased the Devil well, but that
grieved the God of Abraham to the heart.
No wonder that disaster, swift and sure,
followed upon the campaign, for how could
that prosper in which a child of God took
part, which had been conceived and carried
into execution without any reference to the
Lord, and in association with those who hated
Him?

So these kings went, and “they fetched a
compass of seven days’ journey: and there
was no water for the host;” and it seemed as:
though the fears of Israel’s monarch were to
be realised. “Alas! that the Lord hath called
these three kings together to deliver them
into the hand of Moab.”

Then turned the thoughts of Jehoshaphat
to Jehovah; then desired he to know, for the
first time in that ill-starred venture, what
the Lord would say; and, wonderful mercy!
even while he cried out for a prophet, Elisha,
the man of God, stood before him.

3
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Mark well this fact, for it will be a help

to us in our exercises as we proceed with our
subject. We learn from it, as from many
other incidents in the Word, that the thoughts
of God’s saints never turn to Him in vain;
no matter what their circumstances, or the
cause of them, He is ready to answer even
while they call. “They cry unto the Lord in
their trouble, and He bringeth them out of
all their distresses.” How great are the com-
passions of our God!
- The discord of that unholy alliance dis-
tressed the prophet; it jarred upon his spirit,
which had been tuned in communion with
God, and he would have said nothing at all
but for the fact that a saint of God in trouble
stood before him. But ere he could speak
the word of the Lord, the minstrel had to be
brought. Harmony must take the place of
discord.

Let us turn from the picture to the lesson.
There are thousands of Christians bemoaning
the lack of blessing. In spite of apparent
diligent search, they do not find the waters
of refreshment ; their spiritual life is a desert,
like unto “the wilderness of Edom.” Their
service and religious exercises have become
a matter of routine; and in some cases a
burden: and they wonder why!

In the majority of cases the reason is not
far to seek; it is association with the world,
unholy alliance with the godless for the pur-
suit of things which satisfy ungodly desires.
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In every case it 1s because the life is out of
harmony with God.

A minstrel is needed, one who can take up
the life and tune the chords of it, so that
the discordant present may give place to the
melody of a life in subjection to God. The
Holy Ghost is the blessed Minstrel Who has
come from Heaven with this purpose in view.
But how easily and soon do Christians forget
that the Holy Spirit of God dwells within them,
how easily and soon do the vain things of this
world and of man attract the mind and heart;
then the heavenly Minstrel is grieved, the
life drops out of harmony with God, and the
waters neither spring up in praise nor flow
out in blessing.

Christ is the key to which every note in
our lives must be pitched, and we must know,
and the Holy Ghost is here to teach us, where
Christ is, and why He is there. He is on the
Throne, crowns of God’s approval shine upon
His glorious head, and we gladly own the
righteousness of this. But have we realised
why He is there? He is there, of course,
because the Father delights to honour Him;
He is there, of course, because He is abun-
dantly worthy of that place of pre-eminent
glory; He is there, of course, because none
other place in the universe but the right hand
of the Majesty on high is suitable to the One
Who fully carried out the will of God in making
expiation for sin. But He is also there be-
cause the world rejected Him; He is there
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because the world cast Him out, nailing Him
to a cross of shame. His exaltation in Heaven
is God’s glorious answer to the ignominy
that was awarded Him by a world that hated
Him.

Let us contemplate this great and solemn
truth. Let us contemplate it in the presence
of God, and give place in our souls for its
meaning—for the meaning of the Cross of
Christ. In Paul the Apostle we see a man
in whose life the Cross held sway. “God
forbid,” said he, “that I should glory, save
in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the.
world” (Gal. 6. 14). He could not play
the traitor to his Lord by accepting honour
from the world that crucified Him. And if
he remained in it, it was only that he might
win the hearts of men for the One Who filled
his own with joy and worship, so that they
might be, even as he was, “not of this world,”
even as Christ was not of it. Let us take this
same road, and say to the One Who loved
us and gave Himself for us:

“I bind Thy shame upon my brow,
Earth’s only crown for me.”

If our lives are concordant to the world,
they are discordant to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ; and if they are dis-
cordant to God, everything else must be
wrong. The Scripture, which carries with
it all the authority of God, shows clearly that
there can be no harmony between God and
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the world, and it will allow no compromise
with the world on the part of those who are
God’s. Paul asks: “What fellowship hath
righteousness with  unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness?
and what concord hath Christ with Belial?
or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? . . . Wherefore come out from among
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing” (2 Cor.
6. 14-17). John tells us that “if any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him” (1 John 2. 15). James is stronger
than all, for he says, “Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship.
of the world is enmity against God? Who-
soever then will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God” (James 4. 4). These words
need no comment, they are self-explanatory,
and if by any subtle reasoning by “the god of
this world,” we have been led into com-
promise with the world, our unfaithfulness
in this respect is the cause of the low spiritual
tone in the soul. All such unfaithfulness is
sin, and the way of restoration is by con-.
fession. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1. 8).
Other things than worldliness also spoil
the music and grieve the Holy Spirit—selfish
living, hard thoughts and harsh words about
our fellow-Christians, an unforgiving spirit,
indifference to the claims of Christ. Each
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one knows for himself wherein he fails, and
where failure is there repentance must be.
But how blessed it is to know that the Lord
stands near us in unchanging love.

“How sweet ’tis to discover,
If clouds have dimmed my sight,
When passed, Eternal Lover,
Towards me as e’er Thou'rt bright.”

But He will have truth in the inward parts,
and there must be the confessing and the
forsaking of what is not of God.

Where there is confession there will be
restoration to communion with God, and the
Holy Ghost will bring us into harmony with
God by making Christ all in all to us. If
He has His way with us He will bring us into
full accord with Christ in glory, and keep
us right as regards the world, and make every
chord in our being sound out its full-souled
praise to God.

And every word of God will then be sweet
to us, and the waters of refreshing will flow
into our souls from the Living Fountain of
all good, making our lives to yield fruit for
God, and blessing for men.



Make this Valley full of Ditches

HOW THOSE WHO LONG FOR THE
BLESSING OF GOD MAY SECURE IT



“AND he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley
full of ditches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not
see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall
be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and
your cattle, and your beasts. And this is but a light
thing in the sight of the Lord : He will deliver the Moabites
also into your hand. And ye shall smite every fenced
city, and every choice city, and shall fell every great
tree, and stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece
of land with stones. And it came to pass in the morning
when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there
came water by the way of Edom, and the country was
filled with water” (2 Kings 3. 16-20).



DELIVERING GRACE 41

CHAPTER IV

Make this Valley full of Ditches

HAT great army in the wilderness of
Edom was in most desperate peril.
They had no water, and their enemies

the Moabites were gathering to the attack.
No water meant disaster, defeat, destruction.
They could gain no victory without water,
and for it they had searched without success.
God only could supply it; they had no hope
but in Him. But they were a backslidden
people. Would God think of them? Yes,
He pitied them, and as He had often inter-
vened for their deliverance before, so now
through His prophet, who spoke for Him,
He gave then what they needed, and they
returned from the fight victorious and en-
riched.

That waterless army is a vivid picture of
a vast number of those who profess to be
God’s people to-day—of Christendom, in fact
—they have no water, and without water—
the living water in this case—they are a de-
feated people, for no waterless Christian ever
overcame the Moabite, who is the outstanding
figure in the Old Testament of the evil flesh
with its self-pleasing and godless desires.
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It is as plain as can be that this waterless
and defeated condition is the prevalent con-
dition, and the tragedy is ten times worse,
because so few seem to feel it. There is no
living water in Ritualism, of course, yet
multitudes are turning to it in the hope of
finding some soul-satisfaction; it cannot give
that; it may gratify the senses, but it most
surely deadens the conscience, for it fills the
mind with rites and ceremonies instead of
God. And Modernism is the way of the
wilderness in which there are no springs;
it is worse, if that were possible, than Ritual-
ism, for it puffs up the mind with a barren
pride, and robs men of what sense of need
they have, and makes them despise the Gospel
of the grace of God. It is a broad road that
leads to destruction, and many there are that
go in it. But there are others who turn away
from these popular phases of present-day
religion, who are orthodox, and have true
faith, and yet have no freshness or spiritual
vigour in their lives. Like the God-fearing
Jehoshaphat, they have been lured into the
wilderness of Edom, they are backsliders,
and they know it and feel it. :

There are others who are not exactly back-
sliders, who are not happy. Their faith in
Christ has not brought them the liberty and
victory and joy of which the Bible speaks.
The fact is, they have not come into the
fulness of the blessing that there is in Christ.
for them. It is to these joyless Christians






