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ON MARRIAGE. 

A WORD TO MY FELLOW-SISTERS IN 
CHRIST. 

Tam world is especially dangerous and 
ensnaring to the young. It resembles 
a mighty ocean, whereon all are more 
or less tempest tossed, and many make 
shipwreck. Under its glittering surface 
lie hidden countless sunken rocks. 
Sharp and treacherous they remain, 
ready at any moment to destroy the 
passing vessel, and upon none is the 
young and inexperienced Christian 
mariner more liable to strike than upon 
that of the wreck-strewn rock of matri-
mony. The child of God is here 
peculiarly open to danger. Her very 
position, as a believer, must isolate her 
in a great measure from her fellow- 
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creatures. She is " to come out from 
among them," to be separate, and for-
bidden—absolutely forbidden so much 
as to touch the unclean thing ; " and 
yet she has all the aspirations and 
inTulses that naturally arise in the 
human breast. It is not a sufficient 
plea for her that a man is honourable 
and high principled. Marriage must 
be in the Lord : "Be ye not unequally 
yoked with unbelievers." Bone of his 
bone, and flesh of his flesh, how can 
she walk with him, except they two be 
agreed ? Agreed upon the all import-
ant question of life — salvation in 
Christ Jesus. 

Christian girls, or in fact all girls, 
are sent into this world for a higher 
and nobler purpose than merely to 
make advantageous marriages; and yet, 
if the Lord see fit, He will provide for 
them even in this matter. He it is 
who has consecrated them to His ser- 
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vice, and where thoughts of earthly 
happiness rise unbidden in their hearts 
(and they have no door wherewith to 
shut them out, if the heart be not fully 
taken up with Christ), it is their 
privilege to run with them to the foot-
stool of grace, and give them into the 
keeping of the Lord. 

Satan will, with many, strive to press 
the matter inordinately upon the atten-
tion ; but as the Lord has the selection, 
the fixing of the time, and the sole 
power of bringing the respective persons 
together, no power, no art of man, no 
device or stratagem of Satan, can either 
retard, hasten, or bring about any 
accomplishment of His purpose, though 
He may allow any who do not trust 
Him as to this, to reap the fruits of 
their own ways in after life. 	Our 
spiritual enemies are so watchful and 
subtle, and they turn so much to 
account from the events of everyday, 
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that the young believer cannot be too 
jealous of herself and of her circum-
stances. Like hidden lions seeking after 
their prey, they study her, as it were, all 
round to discover her weakest point : 
and long experience has taught them 
that their best chance of success is 
through her affections. The moment 
she leans to her own judgment and 
inclination, she is in imminent danger 
of falling ; but if she will but cry out, 
" Hold thou me up," the danger is past, 
and she is safe, as safe as Divine 
Omnipotence can make her. Humbly 
waiting on the Lord, she is made wiser 
than her enemies, and escapes or with-
stands their wiles. 

The child of the world has no such 
protection, but often hastens (instigated 
by her own blinded impulse) to multiply 
to herself sorrows and miseries, until 
the die is cast. The much desired 
object of her inclinations once indis- 



ON MARRIAGE. 	 7 

solubly hers, she has no resource in 
her adversity, but must feel all the evils 
of her position without any inward 
support whatever. It is true that 
some marriages which are not " in the 
Lord " are still happy ones in a worldly 
sense. But the risk is too great ; the 
danger too imminent; the prospect of 
real happiness too small to justify any-
one of God's children in contemplating 
such a step for one instant. But to a 
believer the command is positive, " Be 
ye not unequally yoked," &c. 

Moreover, it is written, " Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God." To 
plunge ourselves,, therefore, into a 
difficulty because our wishes lead us to 
do so ; and then expect the Lord to 
find a way to extricate us by a special 
intervention of His love and power, 
oan only be tempting God. 

The Lord is the best manager and 
friend in such matters. It is for the 
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Christian girl to lie patiently at His 
feet, resisting the suggestions of her 
own weak heart, trusting wholly unto 
Him. Then when the desire of her 
heart becomes hers (and praying avails 
much), how sweet for her to say, "This 
I have obtained, not by my own wisdom 
and my own desire, but I pleaded for 
it in prayer ; I waited for it in faith ; I 
placed my affairs in the Lord's hands, 
for Him to do as it seemed to Him 
good ; and He, of His boundless good-
ness and love, has returned to me more 
than ever I could have desired, and 
now I know that my marriage is not 
only in, but also of the Lord." 

W. B. Horner, 27, Paternoster Square, London. 


