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THE love of knowledge is as proper 
and necessary for mankind as the 

love of life. Happily both, thank 
God, may be highly and holily grati-
fied, and be accompanied with His 
blessing, if one sincerely receives and 
acts upon the teachings of the book to 
which we now earnestly seek to draw 
the deserved attention of every young 
person who may look at these pages. 

We have often, when speaking to 
such, designated " the Proverbs of 
Solomon, the son of David, king of 
Israel," as "THE YOUNG MAN'S BOOK." 
Our readers may readily see for 
themselves that the aptness of this 
designation is supported by the royal 
writer's own introductory statements, 
and that it is completely established 
by the main and very diversified con-
tents of the Book of Proverbs. 
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No other writings extant hold out 
such attractive promises of rich and 
enduring reward to the earnest and 
constant reader. The language of this 
invaluable book is, " Hear, 0 my son, 
and receive MY sayings; and the years 
of thy life shall be many" (iv. 10). 

" My son, attend to MY words ; in-
cline thine ear unto MY sayings. Let 
them not depart from thine eyes; 
keep them in the midst of thine 
heart. For they are life unto those 
that find them, and health to all their 
flesh " (iv. 20-22). 

" Bow down thine ear, and hear the 
words of the wise, and apply thine 
heart unto MY knowledge. For it is 
a pleasant thing if thou keep them 
within thee ; they shall withal be 
fitted in thy lips" (xxii, 17, 18). 

Sacred history informs us that 
Solomon " was wiser than all men." 
In his case there was not only superior 
intellectual capacity; he was divinely 
inspired as well. "GoD gave Solomon 
wisdom and understanding exceeding 
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much, and largeness of heart, even as 
the sand that is on the sea-shore." 
This natural simile furnishes here a 
figure of that which is at once 
minute and very extensive, What 
more minute than a grain of sand ? 
What more extensive than that 
which girdles the ocean ? 

" Solomon's wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the children of the 
east country, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt" (1 Kings iv. 29-31). In 
quality and degree alike their mere 
human and mental sagacity, how-
ever extraordinary, fell far short 
of the God-given, heart-enshrined 
wisdom of the transcendently en-
dowed son of David and monarch of 
Israel. Solomon, therefore, was pre-
eminently capacitated to instruct the 
young and the inexperienced. 

The • " fame " of this wise king 
over God's chosen people " was in 
all nations round about." " And all 
the kings of the earth sought the 
presence of Solomon, to hear his 
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wisdom, that God had put in his 
heart" (1 Kings iv. 31; 2 Chron. ix. 
23). His exalted station, unparalleled 
wisdom, and boundless wealth en-
abled him to acquaint himself ex-
perimentally with the springs and 
the course of all moral conduct. The 
collective and condensed results of 
his vast and varied experience were 
preserved for the instruction of all 
future generations in his unique 
Book of Proverbs. 

If his unrivalled wisdom, directed 
by divine inspiration, led him to in-
dite.  for the profit of posterity a far 
smaller number than he " spake " 
(1 Kings iv. 32), we ought to have no 
question that this selection contains 
the quintessence, the pith, and the 
marrow of all ; and a decided ad-
vantage arises from their being in 
so short a compass as they are. 

If, too, " all the kings of the 
earth " deemed it worth their while 
to incur the cost and encounter the 
dangers of travelling many weary 
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leagues in order to enjoy the privilege 
of hearing " the wisdom of Solomon," 
what, in our day, shall excuse any 
youth for neglecting the instruction 
of that very wisdom ready to his eye 
and heart in this Book of Proverbs, 
printed in his mother-tongue ? 

PROVERBS is the only book in the 
Bible, besides the REVELATION, that 
formally pronounces a blessing on 
him who reads it with persevering 
attention. "Blessed," it says, "is the 
man that heareth ME [i.e. wisdom 
personified], watching daily at MY 
gates, waiting at the posts of MY 
doors " (viii. 34 ; Rev. i. 3). 

It is not a little remarkable that 
the two books which are so peculiarly 
alike in uttering a blessing on the 
reader concur also in dealing with the 
ultimate consequences of the conduct 
of men on the earth. The earlier 
book, PROVERBS, does this with regard 
to the individual man ; REVELATION 
with respect moreover to communities 
of men. They both, too, character. 
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istically use certain numerals in a 
symbolic manner. 

In order that any reader may reap 
real benefit from the perusal of either 
of these most important portions of 
the' Holy Scriptures, they demand, 
and there must be brought to them, 
a "hearing" and " an obedient ear" 
(iv. 20 ; xxv. 12 ; Rev. i. 3). 

We will briefly point out a proof 
that the Proverbs, apart from the un-
questionably inspired addition com-
mencing at chapter xxv., received from 
Solomon himself, before the end of 
chapter xxiv., a designed arrangement 
and definite completeness. The proof 
consists in the number and disposi-
tion of the occurrences of their most 
prominent and important expression. 
That expression is "THE FEAR OF THE 
LORD," and that number is " SEVEN." 

" Seven" is uniformly employed 
throughout the Bible to signify the 
perfection, completeness, or full de-
velopment of that in association with 
which this numeral is mentioned. For 
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example, Solomon speaks in different 
places of seven men, seven pillars, 
seven times, seven abominations, 
sevenfold, and so on. And similarly the 
REVELATION mentions seven Spirits, 
seven churches, seven angels, seven 
trumpets, as well as other sevens. 

" The fear of the Lord " lies at the 
root, and is the key-note, of the whole 
system of doctrine in the Book of 
Proverbs. As an expression its occur-
rences are as follows; and it is to be 
particularly noted that they are com= 
plete and inclusive before we arrive at 
" the proverbs of Solomon which the 
men of Hezekiah,king of Judah, copied 
out" two hundred years and more after 
the pen of their royal master's great 
ancestor was finally laid. down :— 

FIRST SERIES. 

1. Chap. i. 7. 
2. „ 	i. 29. 
3. ,, 	ii. 5. 
4. „ 	viii. 13. 
5. „ 	ix. 10. 
6. „ 	x. 27. 
7. „ 	xiv. 26. 

A 2 

SECOND SERIES. 

1. Chap. xiv. 27. 
2. „ 	xv. 16. 
3. „ 	xv, 33. 
4. xvi. 6. 
5. „ 	xix. 23. 
6. „ 	xxii. 4. 
7. „ 	xxiii. 17. 
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That two separate series were in-
tended, and not a single continuous 
series, is plain from the fact that where 
the first series ends 'the second imme-
diately begins ; and that no other two 
of all the occurrences are found to-
gether. The careful reader may fur-
ther remark that there is a certain 
moral order in the placing of the state-
ments in which the expression is found. 

The deep essential teaching of the 
PROVERBS being thus presented in 
one expression multiplied to two 
series of sevens, accords with the 
biblical use of the numeral two, of 
which we now cite an instance : " In 
the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall every word be established " 
(Deut. xix. 15 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 1). 

We must not omit to note that 
this identical root-principle is also 
twice presented in a verbal form with-
in the same twenty-four chapters. In 
that form, too, it occurs a third time 
quite at the end of the book (iii. 7 ; 
xxiv. 21; xxxi. 30). 
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For a further memorable example of 
the same expression connected with 
the numerals seven and two, compare 
a very important passage respecting 
the Messiah in Isaiah xi. 1-3. 

" Wisdom " and " understanding " 
and "knowledge" are the choice moral 
acquirements offered to the pupil of 
Solomon in his priceless proverbs, 
the essence of all being, as we have 
seen, " the fear of the LORD " 
Jehovah]. The writer often mentions 
all of them together, but sometimes 
only two of them; and the last united 
mention of all three (before chap. xxv.) 
is in chapter xxiv. 3, 4. As to the 
collection transcribed by Hezekiah's 
copyists, the three are not to be found 
anywhere mentioned all together. 

Nor—a point to which attention 
has been already called—is the ex-
pression, " the fear of the Lord," found 
in those chapters. " The fear of man" 
is, by way of warning, for it " bringeth 
a snare," and is therefore to be avoided 
(xxix. 25). 
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Ab the beginning of chapter xxx. 
these three qualities—wisdom, under-
standing, and knowledge—are once 
more named together. Here the pro-
verbs properly so called are passed. 
With the last chapter it may originally 
have followed directly after chapter 
xidy. The intervening chapters, we 
need hardly say, are not the less in-
spired or valuable because copied out 
in the time of King Hezekiah. 

We may now suggest a good way 
to keep up the reading of the book, 
which certainly should not be with-
out prayer for the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, by whom all Scripture 
receives its divine value and true in. 
terpretation. The Proverbs might 
be read right through in a few hours; 
but ten minutes (or twenty or thirty, 
if convenient) devoted each day to 
one of the thirty-one chapters in 
succession would bring the reader 
pleasurably through them in the 
course of a single month. Repeated 
each month, it would give him twelve 
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readings in a year, and serve to keep 
their precious instructions fresh in his 
memory. Nevertheless, at the end 
of twelve years, he should not have 
exhausted the fulness of these in-
comparable Proverbs, and would still 
be found (if he have meanwhile 
gained " the knowledge of wisdom ") 
acting upon the fifth and sixth verses 
of the first chapter. 

In addition to such a course of 
reading as that which we have sug-
gested, it would be found very inter-
esting and instructive to study the 
Proverbs in connection with their 
subjects. The following list forms 
a sort of subject-index. It represents 
every verse in the book. The words 
it contains are mostly of frequent 
occurrence; and their constant em-
ployment by Solomon does much to 
stamp upon his inspired sayings 
their practical moral character. The 
reader might profitably trace out the 
different statements made concerning 
the heart, soul, spirit; the head, face, 
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eyes, ears, neck; the mouth, tongue, 
lips; bosom, back; foot, feet; father, 
mother, brother, sister, son, daughter, 
child, children ; youth; husband, wife; 
man, woman ; the LORD; king, prince, 
nobles, rulers, judges ; merchant ; 
friend, neighbour; stranger, enemy; 
witness; master, servant, handmaid; 
heaven, earth, sea, wind, water ; 
clouds, rain, snow; summer, winter; 
morning, day, night, years ; moun-
tains, land, field, house, tree, fruit; 
bed, clothing ; city, streets, wall, 
gates ; gold, silver, rubies ; crown, 
throne; rich, riches, wealth, treasure, 
inheritance, gift, lot ; sword, rod ; 
poor, poverty, penury; labour, sleep, 
health; good, evil ; death, life; dark-
ness, light; love, grace, mercy, peace, 
joy, delight, honour, glory ; hope, 
fear; true, truth; prudent, prudence; 
upright, uprightness; just, justice; 
righteous, righteousness ; wise, wis-
dom ; fool, folly ; foolish, foolishness ; 
deceit, deceitful ; sin, transgression; 
wicked, wickedness ; understanding, 
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knowledge, counsel, judgment, dis-
cretion ; lowly, humble, humility; 
proud, pride; anger, wrath; reproach, 
shame ; strife, calamity ; doctrine, 
instruction, reproof, advice ; words, 
commandment, law ; awake ; hear, 
speak, speech, talk ; thoughts, works ; 
way, path, pit; steps, journey; balance, 
weights ; slothful, sluggard, scorner ; 
strong, strength ; know, plead, turn, 
seek ; die, dead ; beginning, end ; 
flesh, blood; bread, honey, wine, food; 
lion, serpent; bird, flocks; two, three, 
four, six, etc., etc. 

One who well understood and com-
mented on Solomon's writings, has 
left the following striking remarks ; 
" The Book of Proverbs," he says, 
" gives us the application of that 
wisdom which created the heavens 
and the earth to the details of life 
in this world of confusion and evil. 
This thought brings out the im-
mensity of grace unfolded here. God 
deigns to apply His wisdom to the 
circumstances of our practical life, 
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and to show us, with His own intelli-
gence, the consequences of all the 
ways in which man may walk. For 
it is often in the way of knowledge, 
not of precept, that the statements 
made in the Book of Proverbs are 
presented. It is a great blessing to 
be provided for the labyrinth of this 
world, in which a false step may lead 
to such bitter consequences, with a 
book that sets forth the path of 
prudence and of life ; and that in 
connection with a wisdom which 
comes from God. 

" It is well to remember that the 
Book of Proverbs treats of this 
world, and of God's government, 
according to which man reaps that 
which he has sown. This is always 
true, whatever may be the sovereign 
grace that bestows on us things 
beyond and infinitely above this 
world. 

" Solomon was filled with wisdom 
from above, but which had its 
exercise in, and its application to 
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this world ; that is to say, which 
applied to this world God's way of 
viewing all things, discerning the 
truth of all that, day by day, is 
developed in it. 

" We have here the ways of God, 
the divine path for human conduct, 
the discernment of that which the 
heart of man produces, and of its 
consequences ; and also, for one who 
is subject to the Word, the means of 
avoiding the path of his own will 
and of his own foolish heart, which 
is unable to understand the bearing 
of a multitude of actions that it sug-
gests to him; and this, not by bringing 
him back to moral perfection (for 
that is not the object of the Pro-
verbs), but to that wisdom and 
prudence which enable him to avoid 
many errors, and to maintain a 
serious walk before God, and an 
habitual submission to His mind. 

" The precepts of this book estab-
lish practical happiness in this world 
by maintaining earthly relationships 
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in their integrity according to God 
(i. 8 ; vi. 20; xxiv. 21). Now it is 
not human prudence and sagacity 
that are enjoined. ' The fear of the 
Lord,' which is the beginning of 
wisdom, is the subject here." 

DIVISIONS OF THE PROVERBS. 

" There are two very distinct parts 
in this book. The first nine chapters, 
which give the great general prin-
ciples ; and the proverbs, properly so 
called, or moral aphorisms or sen-
tences, which indicate the path in 
which the wise man should walk. 
At the end of the book is a collection 
of such made by Hezeltiah. 

"Let us examine the first part. 
The grand principle is laid down at 
the outset: the fear of the Lord on 
the one side, and on the other the 
madness of self-will, which despises 
the wisdom and instruction that re-
strain it (i. 7). For, besides the 
knowledge of good and evil in re-
spect of which the fear of the Lord 
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will operate, there •is that exercise 
of authority in God's created order 
which is a check on will (the origin 
of all disorder), as that confided to 
parents, and the like. And these 
are carefully insisted on, in contrast 
with independence, as the basis of 
happiness and moral order in the 
world. 

" It is not simply God's authority 
giving precepts, nor even His state-
ments of the consequence of actions, 
but the order He has set up in 
the relationships He has established 
amongst men, especially of parents. 
Subjection to them is really owning 
God in His order. It is the first 
commandment with promise. 

" There are two forms in which 
sin, or the activity of man's will, 
manifests itself : violence and corrup-
tion. This was seen at the time of 
the Deluge. The earth was corrupt 
before Go, and the earth was filled 
with violence. Satan is a liar and 
a murderer. In man, corrupt lusts 
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are even a more abundant source 
of evil." 

THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS OUTLINED. 

1. " In chapter i. violence is 
pointed out as the infringement of 
those obligations which the will of 
God has laid upon us. But Wisdom 
cries aloud that her voice may be 
heard, proclaiming the judgment of 
those who despise her ways. 

2. " Chapter ii. gives us the result 
of subjection of heart to the words 
of wisdom, and an earnest search 
after it: the knowledge of the fear 
of Jehovah, and the knowledge of 
God Himself. He who applies him-
self to this shall be kept ; he shall 
not only have no part with the 
wicked man, but he shall be de-
livered from the deceitful woman ; 
from corruption. The judgment of 
the earth and the prosperity of the 
righteous are declared. 

3. " The latter principle being 
established, chapter iii. shows that 
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it is not human sagacity, or the 
prudence of man, which imparts the 
wisdom here spoken of. Neither is 
it the ardent desire after prosperity 
and happiness, manifesting itself in 
crooked ways; but the fear of 
Jehovah, and subjection to His word, 
supply the one clue to guide us 
safely through a world of wicked. 
ness which He governs. 

4. " Chapter iv. insists on the 
necessity of pursuing wisdom at 
whatever cost; it is a path of sure 
reward. It warns against all associa-
tion that would lead the contrary 
way and into ruin; adding that the 
heart, the lips, and the feet are to 
be watched. 

5. " Chapter v. returns in detail to 
the corruption of heart that leads a 
man to forsake the wife of his youth 
for another. This path demoralizes 
the whole man. But the eyes of 
Jehovah are upon the ways of man. 

6. " In chapter vi. wisdom will 
not be surety for another. It is 
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neither slothful, nor violent, nor 
deceitful. The strange woman should 
be avoided as fire : there is no repara-
tion for adultery. 

7. " In chapter vii: the house of 
the strange woman is the path to 
the grave. 

"To curb oneself, to be firm in re-
sisting allurements, looking to Jeho-
vah, and hearkening to the words of 
the wise; such are the principles of 
life given in these chapters. 

8. " The Wisdom of God (chapter 
viii.) is active. 	It cries aloud ; it 
invites men. Three principles dis-
tinguish it : discretion, or the right 
consideration of circumstances, in-
stead of following self-will ; hatred 
of evil, which evidences the fear of 
Jehovah; and detestation of arro-
gance and hypocrisy in man. 

" It is by Wisdom that kings and 
princes rule; strength, counsel, and 
sound wisdom, and durable riches 
are found in it. Moreover, Jehovah 
Himself has acted according to His 
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own perfect discernment of the right 
relations of all things to each other; 
that is to say, He created them 
according to the perfection of His 
own thoughts. 

" But this leads us farther; for 
Christ is the Wisdom of God. He 
is the centre of all relations, accord-
ing to the perfections of God; and 
is in Himself the object of God's 
eternal delight. The everlasting wis-
dom of God is revealed and unfolded 
in Him. But this is not the only 
link. 

" If Christ was the Object of God 
the Father's delight, as the centre 
and fulness of all wisdom, men have 
been the delight of Christ, and the 
habitable parts of Jehovah's earth. 
/t is in connection with men that 
Christ is seen, when considered as 
uniting and developing in Himself 
every feature of the wisdom and the 
counsels of God. The life that was in 
Him was the light of men. 

" Christ is then the object of God 
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the Father's delight. Christ ever 
found His joy in God the Father, 
and His delight with the sons of 
men, and in the earth inhabited by 
men. 

" Here then must this wisdom be 
displayed. Here must the perfection 
of God's ways be manifested. Here 
must divine wisdom be a guide to 
the conduct of a being subject to its 
direction. Now it is in Christ, the 
Wisdom of God, that this is found. 
Whoso hearkens to Him finds life. 

" Observe here that, all-important 
as this revelation is of the display 
of God's wisdom in connection with 
men, we do not find man's new place 
in Christ, nor the assembly here. 
She is called away from this present 
evil age to belong to Jesus in heaven 
(John xvii. 16; Eph. v. 25-7). Christ 
cannot actually yet rejoice in the 
sons of men, if we take their state 
into account. When He takes 
possession of the earth, this will 
be fully accomplished : this will be 
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the Millennium. Meantime He calls 
on men to hear His voice. 

" The principle of a path to be 
followed by hearkening to the words 
of wisdom is one of the greatest 
importance for this world, and of 
the most extensive bearing. There 
is the path of God, in which He is 
known. There is but one. If we 
do not walk in it, we shall suffer the 
consequences, even if really loving 
the Lord. 

9. 	" But in fact (chapter ix.) 
Wisdom has done more than this : 
it has formed a system, established 
a house of its own, upheld by the 
perfection of well-regulated and co-
ordinate solidity. It is furnished 
with meat and wine ; the table is 
spread ; and, in the most public 
manner, Wisdom invites the simple 
to come and partake, while pointing 
out to them the right way in which 
life is found. 

" There is another woman: but be-
fore Opeaking of her, the Spirit teaches 
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that instruction is wasted on the 
scorner; he will but hate his reprover. 
Wisdom is wise even in relation to 
its enemies. There is progress for 
• the wise and the uptight, but the 
beginning of it is the fear of Jehovah. 
This is its fundamental principle. 

" But scoffing is not the only 
character of evil. There is the 
foolish woman. This is not the 
activity of love which seeks the good 
of those who are ignorant of good. 
She is clamorous, sitting in the high 
places, at the door of her house, 
seeking to turn aside those who go 
right on their ways, and alluring 
those that have no understanding 
into the paths of deceit and sin ; 
and they know not that her guests 
are the victims of death. 

" Such are the general instructions 
which God's warning wisdom gives us." 

CHAPTERS X. TO XXIX. 

" In chapter x. begin the details 
which teach those who give eai. how 
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to avoid the snares into which the 
simple might fall, the path to be 
followed in many cases, and the 
consequences of men's actions : in 
short, that which characterizes wis-
dom in detail ; what may be pru-
dence for man, divine discretion for 
the children of God ; and also, the 
result of God's government, what-
ever appearances may be for a while. 

It is well to observe, that there 
is no question of redemption or pro-
pitiation in this book. It proposes 
a walk according to the wisdom of 
God's government." 

OUTLINE OF CHAPTER XXXI. 

" In the final chapter we have the 
character of a king according to 
wisdom, and that of the woman in 
her own house : the king who does 
not allow himself that which, by 
darkening his moral discernment 
through the indulgence of his lusts, 
would make him unfit to govern. 
In the woman we see the persevering 
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and devoted industry which fills the 
house with riches, brings honour to 
its inhabitants, and removes all the 
cares and anxieties produced by 
sloth. 

"The typical application of these 
two specific characters is too evident 
to need explanation. The example of 
the woman is very useful, as to the 
spirit of the thing, to one who labours 
in the assembly" (1 Cor. xv. 58). 

HOW THE PROVERBS AFFECT THE 
CHRISTIAN. 

"Although in this book the wisdom 
produced by the fear of Jehovah is 
only applied to this world, it is on 
that very account of great use to 
the Christian, who, iri view of his 
heavenly privileges, might, more or 
less, forget the continual government 
of God, It is very important for 
the Christian to remember the fear 
of the Lord, and the effect of God's 
presence on the details of his con-
duct; and I repeat that which I 
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said at the beginning, that it is 
great grace which deigns to apply 
divine wisdom to all the details of 
the life of man in the midst of the 
confusion brought in by sin. 

" Occupied with heavenly things, 
the Christian is less in the way of 
discovering, by his own experience, 
the clue to the labyrinth of evil 
through which he is passing. God 
has considered this, and He has laid 
down this first principle, ' wise unto 
that which is good, and simple con-
cerning evil.' 

" Thus the Christian may be ignor-
ant of evil (if a worldling were so, 
he would fall into it), and yet avoid 
it through his knowledge of good. 
The wisdom of God gives Him the 
latter ; the government of God pro-
vides for all the rest. Now, in the 
Proverbs, we have these things in 
principle and in detail." 

CONCLUSION. 

" I have not dwelt on the figurative 
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character of the forms of evil. They 
are rather principles than figures. 
But the violent man of the last days 
is continually found in the Psalms ; 
and Babylon (Rev. xviii.) is the full 
accomplishment of the woman who 
takes the simple in her snares and 
leads them down to death ; just as 
Christ is the perfect wisdom of God 
which leads to life. But these two 
things which manifest evil proceed 
from the heart of man at all times 
since the Fall: only we have seen 
that there is an active development 
of the wiles of the evil woman, who 
has her own house and her own 
arrangements. 

" It is not simply the principle of 
corruption, but an organized system, 
as is that of sovereign Wisdom" (com-
pare the first six and last six verses 
of chapter ix.). 

London: James Carter, 13, Paternoster Row, EC. 
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