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Cambridge Tracts for the Young.—Series  II.  No. 5. 

towage or %atvage 

A DISABLED VESSEL 



towage or Salvage 
AN EXPERIENCE ON THE HIGH SEAS 

A  BRITISH steamer, under the charge of 
IA an experienced captain and carrying 
cargo for New Orleans, passed on her way 
down Channel against a strong south-westerly 
wind, and out into the broad Atlantic. 

When well out upon the ocean, the sea 
having got up considerably, a very serious 
thing happened. The screw-propeller, by 
means of which the ship is driven, suddenly 
split in two and dropped off, leaving the vessel 
rolling helplessly in the heavy seas and drifting 
nearer and nearer towards destruction on the 
terrible rocks of Finisterre. 

After several clays a homeward-bound steamer 
approached, and seeing their signal of dis-
tress (the vessel not having the wireless) drew 
near. A very strange thing then took place. 
The master of the homeward-bound ship 
offered to take the other vessel in tow and 
bring her into 

A SAFE HARBOUR 

but immediately an argument took place 
between the two captains as to which of them 
should pass to the other his tow-rope. 
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This will no doubt surprise you, but if you 
will follow the explanation it may be that 
there is a picture of what is going on in your 
own heart, and thus it may be a great help to 
you. 

In maritime law, if the disabled ship is 
towed into port by means of her own tow-rope, 
her owners have to pay for towage,  a moderate 
sum only ; but if by means of the other vessel's 
rope then it is called salvage, the ship is ad-
mitted to be completely helpless and a very 
large sum of money is demanded. 

Are you  arguing about the tow-rope ? How 
do you stand in relation to God's wonderful 
and gracious offer to you of free pardon and 
all the blessings and privileges that follow with 
it ? If you think you still have strength left to 
save yourself and only need " towage " you 
are not ready for a complete salvation. If, 
however, you own yourself to be a helpless 
sinner needing " salvage " you are just the one 
whom Jesus came to save. " For when we 
were yet without strength in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly." 

Do you realise that your pride must go ; 
that it is not towage you want, but salvage ? 
Take His rope on board, I entreat you. Turn 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and tell Him you are 
His and let Him bring you safe through all 
the sorrows and dangers of this evil world, 
safe to heaven  with Him and all His dear 
ones. 
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I have said that the cost of salvage is very 
great. Do you know that 

AN ENORMOUS PRICE 

has been paid for you, even the shameful death 
of Christ upon the Cross ? The claims of a 
righteous and holy God had to be met : none 
of us can be in heaven as sinners, yet we must 
stand before God ! 

Such is the wonderful love and grace of our 
God that, not only in heaven but in this present 
time, He would have us enjoy all the freedom 
of sons and to know that He loves us as He 
loves His own beloved Son—the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Does not this thought touch your heart ? 

There is a beautiful story in Luke vii., verses 
36 to 5o, of a poor woman who needed " sal-
vage." She had nothing to pay, but Jesus 
said to her, " Thy sins are forgiven, . . . Thy 
faith bath saved thee ; go in peace." She 
took the place of a repentant helpless sinner, 
and came to Jesus with all her need. He died 
on Calvary to pay the debt she owed and so 
He could pardon her. 

Will you not own your helplessness, and 
turn to • God in repentance, trusting the 
finished work of Jesus for your eternal blessing 
and present salvation ? May you be given " to 
know the wonders He has wrought " for His 
dear Name's sake. 

F. W. B.. 
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