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"IN MY NAME" 
By HAROLD P. BARKER 

From Light and Liberty 

"For where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst" (Matt. 18: 20). 

So much has been based on Matt. 18: 20, that it behooves us to have 
an accurate knowledge of its meaning. This article exposes and 
shatters a number of incorrect uses of the text. It deserves very 
careful study.—LED.] 

A. MONG THE CHRISTIANS BEST KNOWN 
to the majority of readers of this magazine, perhaps there is 
no text more frequenty quoted than the twentieth verse of 
Matthew 18. Yet, I make bold to say, there is no passage of 
Scripture so often misquoted and so little understood. And all 
sorts of things have been read into the verse which simply are 
not there. 

The aim of this article is to lead to a clearer understand-
ing of the text. It is an important and basic scripture, and it 
is a thousand pities that it should be distorted and perverted as 
it so constantly is. Amid all the discordant sounds, denomina-
tional claims, and divergent views in Christendom, how many, 
guided by Matt. 18: 20, have found in the Name of the Lord 
the clue to a right path! What a refuge from the strife of 
tongues it has proved! Truly "the Name of the Lord is a 
strong tower; the righteous runneth into it and is safe" 
(Proverbs 18: 10). 

There are seven common mistakes made in connection with 
the text in Matthew 18, and to these we desire to draw attention. 
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1. An Unfortunate Start 

In quoting the verse the first word is frequently omitted, 

and the quotation is started with the word "where." Thus the 

context of the passage is missed and its connection with what 

goes before is lost. 

The Lord was giving a lesson on Prayer. In chapter 6, 

verse 6, of the same Gospel He had spoken of private prayer. 

But now He speaks of two praying in agreement. He gives 

the marvelous promise of verse 19: "If two of you shall agree 

on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be 

done for them of My Father which is in heaven." 

Then He proceeds to give the reason for this: "For where 

two or three are gathered together." The gathering together 

of the two or three was primarily to be in connection with 

prayer. The fact of Christ's presence in the midst of those 

together is stated in a general way, so as to be applicable when 

disciples of His are together for the breaking of bread, or for 

the exercise of discipline, but the primary application of the 

passage is to the gathering together for prayer. This is essential 

to the underdstanding of the passage, but it is lost to view unless 

the opening word "for" is given its due place. To begin the 

quotation of the verse without it is an unfortunate start. 

2. An Unwarrantable Omission 

The word "together" is an integral part of the Greek verb 

used in our verse. Both in the A. V. and in the R. V., and 

in every other translation which we have examined, it stands 

in its place. Yet how often is the verse quoted (or misquoted) 

without it! We hear of saints "gathered in the Lord's Name" 

or "gathered to the Name of the Lord." The omission, we 

believe, is vitally destructive of the meaning of the words. 
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"Gathered" becomes an ecclesiastical status; whereas "gathered 
together" describes an act. 

I had arrived at a certain place after a long train journey 
from the Pacific coast. It was nearly midnight, but my kind 
host had some hot milk and toast awaiting me. While I was 
partaking of this welcome refreshment, he asked: "And how 
many believers are there gathered to the Lord's Name in 	?,, 

(mentioning 'the city from which I had just come). 
Looking up at the clock, I replied: "As far as I know, 

none." 
Thinking that I misunderstood the question, the brother 

said: "I am enquiring as to the assembly at 	. How 
many are there in that city gathered to the Name of the Lord?" 

It was now 12:30 A. M. and I replied: "I am pretty 
certain that there are none." 

Late as it was, I saw that it was necessary' to explain. 
My host had in mind a certain number of believers whose 
ecclesiastical status was defined as "gathered to the Lord's 
Name." I quite understood, but I was determined not to lend 
myself to such a perversion of a precious scripture. I remem-
bered that it speaks not of being "gathered to" but of being 
"gathered together in." And I was confident that at that un- 
timely hour of the night there were no saints at 	 who 
were gathered together for prayer or the Lord's Supper or any 
other object. If only my friend had remembered the word 
"together," he would have framed his question more intelli-
gently. To quote the verse without the word "together is an 
unwarrantable omission. 

3. An Unintelligent Addition 

The word "out" is very commonly added to Matthew 
18: 20. We hear of those who are "gathered out" to the Name 
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of the Lord. But the verse says "gathered together," not 

"gathered out." It gives us the thought of unity, not of separa-

tion. Separation is most important; we are to be as separate 

from all that is not of God as Scripture enjoins. But it is not 

the truth that our verse emphasizes. 

For gathering out we must go to Acts 15: 14. God, by 

means of the Gospel, is still visiting the Gentiles "to take out of 

them a people for His Name." Every truly converted person 

is thus taken out from the Gentiles (or from the Jews), and 

bears the "worthy Name" of Christ (James 2: 7). 

If we assume any other name, such as "Lutheran," "Wes-

leyan," it is to our shame. But it does not negative the fact 

that we have all been gathered out from what we once belonged 

to, and are now called by the Name of Christ. To be gathered 

together in His Name is something entirely different from this. 

To introduce the thought of being "gathered out" into Matthew 

18: 20 is an unintelligent addition. 

4. An Unreasonable Assumption 

It is often assumed that Matthew 18: 20 is purely ecclesi-

astical, that is, that is defines a local church. No one would 

doubt, I hope, that when Christians come together in assembly 

they are gathered together in Christ's Name. But to limit the 

application of the verse to this is, we are persuaded, a mistake. 

Supposing that three godly men (not necessarily in the 

same assembly) are burdened in spirit by the low condition of 

things, spiritually; by the prevailing worldliness and lack of 

interest in the things of God. 

"Let us get together and pray about it," suggests one. 

"Yes," says another, "come to my house. We will not 

have a prayer meeting, but a meeting for prayer. We who 
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feel burdened as to things will just get down before God and 

seek guidance and help from Him." 
So they get together for an hour or two, agreed as to 

what they shall ask, and pour out their hearts before God. 

Those dear men are assuredly gathered together in Christ's 

Name. He is in their midst, lending the weight of His Name 

to their petitions. They may never gather together in the same 

way again, but during the hour or two when they were thus 

together, they could be sure of the Lord's presence in their 

midst according to Matt. 18: 20. To limit His presence to the 

gatherings of the Church as such, is, we believe, an unreasonable 

assumption. 

5. An Undesirable Change 

As we have already hinted, the preposition "in" is often 

changed to "to." Instead of "gathered together in" we hear 

the verse quoted as if it read "gathered to." 
Until some years ago it was believed that the Greek 

preposition eis always implies movement towards and must in-

variably be translated "to." Newberry, Darby, and others did 

their work under this impression. 
But the later discoveries of Deissmann and others have 

shown that in the koine (the language of the New Testament), 

eis has what is called a static meaning, and may be translated 

"at" or "in." 
Even in the authorized version there are passages where 

eis so evidently means "in" that it has been thus translated. 

For instance, Matthew 10: 41: "He that receiveth a prophet in 

(eis) the name of a prophet"—a phrase precisely similar to 

that in Matt. 18: 20. Again, Mark 13: 9: "In (eis) the syna-

gogues ye shall be beaten." Once more, Acts 4: 6 (here eis is 

translated "at") : "gathered together at Jerusalem." 
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It is evident then that we should read Matt. 18: 20 as in 

both the A. V. and R. V., "gathered together IN." 

It has been further proved by the researches of Deissmann 

that "in the name of" was a common phrase meaning "as the 

representatives of." 
A traveler representing a business firm transacts business 

in the name of the firm, that is, as the firm's representative. 

The real meaning, therefore, of being gathered together in the 

Name of Christ is that we are gathered together as His repre-

sentatives. Not in an official sense, but as exhibiting His char-

acter, ready to forgive even as He was, and so on. 

What a high and holy character it would give to our meet-

ings if we realized that we are gathered together as His rep-

resentatives. This great thought is lost when we quote "gath-

ered TO" instead of "gathered together IN." The substitute 

of "TO" for "IN" is a misleading and an undesirable change. 

6. An Unfounded Inference 

It is dangerous to make inferences from Scripture state-

ments unless we are quite sure that our premises are sound and 

our deductions legitimate. 
The unfounded inference too commonly made from 

Matthew 18: 20 is that when He said "I" He meant the Holy 

Spirit. 
Now the Holy Spirit indwells every Christian. He abides 

with us always, whether alone or when gathered together with 

others. And it is only by the power and enabling of the Holy 

Spirit that we can discern the presence of Christ in the midst. 

But we must emphasize the fact that when our Lord said 

"I," He meant the Second and not the Third Person of the 

Divine Trinity. He who loved us even unto death is there in 

our midst, that we may have the touch of His love freshly upon 
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our souls. It is in His Name that we draw near to the Father, 
whether in prayer or in worship. He is in the midst to lend all 
the authority of His Name to our petitions or our thanksgiving. 

What a difference it would make in our meetings for the 
breaking of bread if we realized the presence of Christ! Thanks-
giving would be transformed into adoration and worship. 

Suppose that I owe my life to a young man who has res-
cued me from drowning. I am invited to supper with his 
mother. The supper is a delightful one, and I much enjoy it. 
I have an hour afterwards, before I must leave. Tell me, what 
would give the greater pleasure to my hostess during that hour; 
for me to spend all the time in thanking her over and over 
again for her delicious cakes, fruit, etc., or to talk with her 
about her son? There can be only one answer. Let us remem-
ber it if ever we are tempted to substitute mere thanksgiving 
for worship. Nothing gives greater pleasure to God than for 
us to extol and magnify His beloved Son. 

The Lord Himself is in the midst not to "preside," but 
to lead our hearts in worship to His Father, and to sing praise 
in our midst (Heb. 2: 12). Are we able to chime in with His 
song? To substitute the "presidency" of the Holy Spirit for 
the "presence" of Christ is a dangerous mistake. To read the 
presidency of the Spirit into Matthew 18: 20 is an unfounded 
inference. 

7. An Unnoticed Sequel 

There is a sequel, for the teaching of the Lord does not 
stop at verse 20. 

Peter's question in verse 21 draws from the Lord His won-
derful teaching on the subject of forgiveness. Those who are 
Christ's representatives must act as He acts. They are to be 
marked by the graciousness that always marked Him. 
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People may be theologically precise but if they do not bear 

the character of Christ they cannot act as His representatives 

nor claim to be gathered together in His Name. Can it be that 

the verse has been so misquoted and mishandled in order to 

evade this evident implication? It is easy to be ecclesiastical 

without being Christlike. One may be orthodox without re-

sembling Him. But what is of great price in God's sight is 

that there should be a reproduction of Christ in us, the Head 

made visible in the life of the members. This is the true im-

plication of doing anything in His Name. Let us bear it in 

mind if we claim to be found from time to time "gathered to-

gether" with others, in that fragrant and holy Name. 
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