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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

PEACE AND JOY 

TT is of all importance for the comfort 
-I- of the soul to distinguish accurately 
between peace and joy. The confound-
ing of one with the other leads to 
uncertainty with reference to our standing 
before God, and as a consequence, the 
certainty of salvation is never known. 
Believers while in this state of mind 
make everything depend upon their joy, 
and thus their joy becomes the basis of 
their peace and assurance of salvation. 
When they are happy they feel at peace 
with God and assured of salvation. 
When unhappy they have no peace, and 
are afraid that they have never been truly 
converted, and therefore are not saved. 
Living thus upon the feelings of joy in 
their own hearts, their peace and assur-
ance of salvation rise and fall, though 
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never entirely obliterated, like the mer-
cury in the tube of a barometer. When 
the mercury is well up the tube inside it 
is all fair weather outside, and cor-
respondingly when the mercury is down 
in the tube inside all is gloom and foul 
weather outside. In other words, when 
the tide of joy runs high it is all peace 
and the assurance of salvation, and when 
the tide of joy runs low it is all restless-
ness and gloomy forbodings of judgment 
to come. 

Now, that the tide of joy in the 
believer should always run high we fully 
admit, but then it does not always run 
high, and yet peace and the assurance of 
salvation may abide in the soul even 
when the tide of joy has run dry, or, in 
simpler language, a believer may be 
really miserable, and yet peace be re-
tained, and not a doubt as to salvation 
enter the mind. When once this pos 
sibility is accepted it is a great help to 
an unsettled soul ; and when, from scrip- 
ture, the fact that this can be so is es-
tablished in the mind the difference 
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between peace and joy is readily per-
ceived. 

Peace and joy equally flow from 
simple faith in Christ, ministered in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost ; the normal 
state of the believer being to be filled 
with both. This is very plainly taught 
us by the apostle in the 15th of 
Romans, where, after bringing forward 
Christ as the object of faith equally for 
Jew and Gentle, he says, " Now the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, that we may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost." Here we have peace and joy 
equally filling the soul, and at the same 
time—but it does not necessarily follow 
that they must always do so simultane-
ously. 

Practically we find believers in four 
different states of soul as to peace and 
joy. Some have neither peace nor joy, 
and these form by far the largest class. 
Some have at times much joy and no 
settled peace. Some, unvarying peace, 
but little or no joy. And, lastly, some 
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are full of peace and joy, but these, alas, 
form the smallest class. In all cases 
Christ and His work are the objects be-
fore the soul; faith the means by which 
these objects are laid hold of; and the 
Holy Ghost the alone power by which 
they are ministered. These different 
states of soul depend upon the difference 
of degree in which the objects of faith 
are apprehended. 

The state of soul being, then, the 
effect of the object that occupies it, it 
follows that according to what the object 
is ordained to produce will be the res-
ulting state of soul, and this, not merely 
as matter of degree in apprehension, but 
of character in what is produced—that 
is to say, where the object that can pro-
duce peace is before the soul, peace will 
be the effect produced, and the peace will 
be deep according as this object is, by 
faith, fully apprehended ; while, where 
the object that can produce joy is before 
the soul, joy will be the effect produced, 
and the joy be full according as this ob-
ject is fully apprehended. The stream, 
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-in character is according to the source 
from which it flows, and in fulness ac-
cording to the depth of the channel by 
which it flows. 

The difference between peace and joy 
being allowed, and the ground of this dif-
ference being seen, we have prepared for 
the question : What is the object that 
produces peace, in contrast with that 
which produces joy? But before answer-
ing this question, we would make the re-
mark, in order that the subject before us 
may be more clearly defined, that when 
we speak of peace it is the conscience 
we have in view, and that when we speak 
of joy it is the heart that we have in 
view. The conscience is the seat of 
peace, and the heart is the vessel of joy. 
Our enquiry, then, may now take this 
form : What is it that gives peace to 
the awakened conscience ; and what is it 
that gives joy to the unsatisfied heart? 
We think, too, with this additional light 
thrown in upon the subject, it can be 
more readily understood that there may 
be peace without joy; the one being a 
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question of the conscience, and the 
other a question of the heart, and 
how, not defining between the con-
science and the heart, and, consequently, 
not between that which meets the need 
of the one and that which meets the 
need of the other, neither peace nor joy 
are fully known or retained. 

That which meets the need of an 
awakened conscience is the work of 
Christ for us on the cross, and hence 
this is the object that the Spirit, in 
order to produce peace, sets before the 
soul. The Lord Jesus has " made peace 
through the blood of His cross," and 
simple faith in that blood saves the soul, 
and gives peace in the conscience. 

In type, we get this blessed efficacy of 
the blood very simply set before us in 
the 12th of Exodus. The destroying 
angel could enter no house on which the 
blood was sprinkled, but into every 
house on which the blood was not 
sprinkled he must enter. Where the 
blood was there was salvation and peace. 
It mattered not what the state of the 
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Israelite was, if the blood was on his 
house he was safe. Jehovah had said, 
" When I see the blood I will pass over, 
and the plague shall not be upon you to 
destroy you when I smite the land of 
Egypt." 

The Israelite might be happy or not 
happy, certain or uncertain that the 
destroying angel could not reach him, 
it mattered not, his state of heart had 
nothing to do with the value of the 
blood or the shelter it afforded. It was 
not the Israelite Jehovah looked at, but 
of the blood on the lintel of the house of 
the Israelite. 	And that which alone 
could give an Israelite the certainty that 
he was safe, and thus produce peace in 
his conscience, was the blood, for Jehovah 
had also said, "The blood shall be to 
you for a token upon the houses wherein 
ye are." What Jehovah looked at, as 
the ground of His salvation for him, 
was the blood, and what he looked at as 
the assurance of that salvation was the 
blood. 

The blood once sprinkled on his 
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house the Israelite was saved ; nothing 
could alter this, and even if he had not 
peace in his conscience, through want of 
simple confidence in the blood, his person 
was saved, and his peace depended on 
his looking at the token, and nothing 
but that token could give peace. Think-
ing of a work of grace in his own soul, 
real as such a work might be, eating the 
passover, and fully believing that every-
thing that Jehovah had promised to do 
for him He would accomplish, would not 
increase his peace, though it might make 
his heart happy. The blood was the ex-
clusive ground of peace. 

And so it is with the believer now. 
The blood on the conscience alone gives 
peace. It speaks of a work done for the 
believer—a work outside itself, and thus 
it is, as looking outside himself to that 
work of which the blood speaks, that 
that peace of conscience becomes pos-
sible. That blood tells of the judgment 
of God already borne by another, and of 
sins forever put away, and while looking 
at that blood the believer is able to say, 
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Lord, while our souls in faith repose 
Upon Thy precious blood, 

Peace, like an even river flows, 
And mercy like a flood. 

That which produces joy is the know-
ledge of Christ in glory ministered in 
heart by the Holy Ghost. The unsatis-
fied soul drinks from this source, and is 
made happy, according to the Lord's 
promise in the 7th of John, "If any 
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and 
drink. He that believeth on Me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. 

" But this spake He of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on Him should 
receive; for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given ; because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified." 

The object that the Spirit sets before 
the soul to produce joy is Jesus Him-
self, a living man in glory, and from 
whom, to those who believe in Him, 
there flows the Holy Ghost. Here the 
affections (i. e. "his belly ") are en-
gaged, and thus it is the work of the 
Holy Spirit in us that leads into joy. 



10 	THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

Not a work on the cross for us, which 
was what the blood on the lintel repre-
sented, and thus gave peace to the con-
science. 

Now, the work of the Holy Ghost in us 
varies according to our occupation of 
heart with Christ, and hence our joy 
varies, and may at times be quite gone, 
as is the case when the Holy Ghost 
is grieved through our want of watch-
fulness. The work of Christ for us on 
the cross never varies. The value of 
His blood never varies, and the blood 
once looked to by faith, is once and for-
ever sprinkled on the conscience in God's 
sight, and hence peace, as the effect of 
the blood, need never vary, nor does it 
where once the blood is fully accepted. 

The blood, and thus peace in the 
conscience, is the starting point of our 
christian course, and then joy, fruit of 
occupation of heart with Jesus in the 
glory, sustains us in our journey across 
the wilderness to our heavenly home, 
and we might, if always walking simply 
with Jesus, be able to say with the 
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apostle Peter—" Whom not having seen 
we love; in Whom, though now we see 
Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with 
joy, unspeakable and full of glory." 

I hear the words of love, 
I gaze upon the blood, 

I see the mighty sacrifice, 
And I have peace with God. 

'Tis everlasting peace ! 
Sure as Jehovah's name, 

'Tis stable as His steadfast throne, 
For evermore the same. 

My love is ofttimes low, 
My joy still ebbs and flows ; 

But peace with Him remains the same, 
No change Jehovah knows. 

I change, He changes not ; 
My Christ can never die : 

His love, not mine, the resting-place, 
His truth, not mine, the tie. 

The Cross still stands unchanged, 
Though heaven is now His home ; 

The mighty stone is rolled away, 
But yonder i9 His tomb ! 
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And yonder is my peace, 
The grave of all my woes ! 

I know the Son of God has come, 
I know He died and rose. 

I know He 1:veth now 
At God's right hand above ; 

I know the throne on which He sits, 
know His truth and love ! 

JESUS ! the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills the breast ; 

But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest. 

0 hope of every contrite heart, 
0 joy of all the meek, 

To those who fall how kind Thou art, 
How good to those who seek 

JESUS ! our only joy be Thou, 
As Thou our Prize wilt be : 

In Thee be all our glory now, 
And through eternity. 
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