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TABERNACLE 
TYPES AND SHADOWS 

"And the Word was made flesh and dwelt [Gr., 
tabernacled] among us, (and we beheld hie glory)" 
( John I :PO. 

THE most wonderful structure ever erected by 
man on this earth was not the Taj Mahal of 

India that is sometimes called a dream in white 
marble nor was it the Temple of Diana in Ephesus 
called one of the seven wonders of the world be-
cause of its gigantic pillars; neither was it St. Peter's 
at Rome with its magnificent dome; not even the 
Temple Solomon built at Jerusalem which was en-
tirely covered with gold, but the Tabernacle which 
Moses Milk in the wilderness when the children of 
Israel were out of Egypt and were on their way to 
the Land of Promise. The wonder of this building 
is judged by the place the God of Heaven gives it 
and its teaching in His Ward. God is the Architect 
of the heavens the glory of which is beyond man's 
highest conception, but He tells us much more of 
the tabernacle which he calls "the pattern of things 
in the heavens," than He does of the stars which 
are the glory of the universe. 

To look at it from the outside the Tabernacle had 
neither form nor comeliness; it was just a heap 
covered with badgers' skins, There was nothing 
whatever to make that structure highly esteemed of 
men. There was no architecture, no coloring, no 
adornment, not even a single window to let in the 
light of the sun. Who could have conceived that 
that shapeless tent was God's ordained and erected 
meeting place between Himself and His people, and 
that it contained the most precious treasures this 
world had ever seen? But so it was; the glory was 
all on the inside. Like the New Jerusalem that 

—5— 



6 	Tabernacle Types and Shadows 

building had no need of the sun nor of the moon 
to shine in it, for the glory of the Lord did lighten 
it and the Lamb was the Light thereof. 

What was the peculiar glory of the Tabernacle 
in the wilderness ? In the first place every detail 
of the structure was given to Moses by God Him-
self. How many curtains and their color and size; 
how many loops and how many cords and how 
they were fastened together, all was dictated to 
Moses and all is written in the Scriptures. The 
number of upright boards standing in silver sockets 
with the number of bars holding them together is 
also given. God did not even leave the selection of 
the pegs to Moses. The materials used in the making 
of the curtains and how they were to be embroidered 
with cherubims and wreathen work was told in de-
tail. There was not the slightest detail of material 
or construction left to the choice of Moses. Then 
the furniture of the holy and of the most holy places 
was described in the minutest way possible. The 
candlestick had seven branches constructed with de-
scribed adornments and was of pure gold all beaten 
out of one solid talent of the precious metal. This 
was characteristic throughout, every single part was 
the subject of God's most particular commandment 
how it should be made and who should make it. 
This then is the first remarkable fact of the Taber-
nacle: it was God's building; He designed it; He 
described it; He told by whom and how it should 
he put together, and the structure was for Himself. 

Another great and most important wonder of 
the Tabernacle in the wilderness was this: it was 
God's great shadow lesson of Christ. The whole 
Tent and every part of it revealed precious things 
of the Person and work of Christ. The Old 
Testament abounds with types of the Lord Jesus 
and of His work for us both on earth and in 
heaven. The word "tabernacle" is used of our 
Lord in His life in John's Gospel, chapter one 
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and verse fourteen. This one reference reveals 
what is found to be true everywhere that the Taber-
nacle Moses made was a type of our Lord, without 
form or comeliness among men, but filled with 
the glory of God, His honored dwelling-place on 
earth. Look at that "Carpenter of Nazareth," that 
"Stranger of Galilee": how He was cradled in a 
manger at His birth; how He lived unnoticed and 
unknown in a village without a reputation for thirty 
years; how He was "despised and rejected of men" 
because He did not cater to the world in any of 
its ways of wisdom or power and yet remember 
that He was divinely acknowledged as God's be-
loved Son in whom He was well pleased: then look 
at the Tabernacle in the wilderness with its com-
mon exterior and hidden glory and remember that 
God said to Moses, "There will I meet with thee" 
(Exod. 25:22), and see how perfectly they fit 
each other as the shadow and the substance. 

The third peculiar glory of the Tabernacle is this: 
it shewed in type the only way of approach to God; 
the only ground upon which a guilty sinner could 
be accepted by God. The mercy seat in the most 
holy place of the Tabernacle was sprinkled with 
the blood of a sin offering before the Lord. All the 
way into that dwelling place of God was sprinkled 
with blood. This seemed to repeat again and again, 
"Without shedding of blood [there] is no remis-
sion" (Heb. 9:22). Here are the inspired words 
of the epistle to the Hebrews in the New Testament-
speaking . of this fact: "Moreover he [Moses] 
sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and the 
vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are 
by the law purged with blood; and without shed-
ding of blood [there] is no remission. It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in 
the heavens should be purified with these; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these. For Christ is not entered into the holy 
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places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God for us: nor yet that he 
should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth 
into the holy place every year with blood of others; 
for then must he often have suffered since the foun-
dation of the world: but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment: so 
Christ was offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look ,for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. 9: 
21-28). 

THE COURT 
"And thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle: 

for the south side southward there shall be hangings 
for the court of fine twined linen of an hundred cubits 
long for one side: and the twenty pillars thereof and 
their twenty sockets shall be of brass; the hooks of the 
pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 

"And likewise for the north side in length there 
shall be hangings of an hundred cubits long, and his 

twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of brass, the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver. 

"And for the breadth of the court on the west side 
shall be hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, and 
their sockets ten. 

"And the breadth of the court on the east side east-
ward shall be fifty cubits. The hangings of one side 
of the gate shall be fifteen cubits: their pillars three, 
and their sockets three. 

"And on the other side shall be hangings fifteen 
cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets three" 
(Expel. 27:9-15). 

See also Exodus 38:9-17 and Exodus 40:33. 

IN 
considering the Tabernacle, we shall begin our 
studies where every man must begin who would 

see the Kingdom of God. We commence with the 
curtains of the court and with that which they rep- 
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resent. That white linen court fence completely hid 
the view of the dwellingplace of God from men 
on the outside. 

It was five cubits or eight and a half feet high.* 
That was too high for a man to see over. There was 
but one place where a view .or an entrance could be 
obtained and that was through the door at the east 
end. Everywhere else the linen curtain seemed to 
drive the enquirer to the door. Only there God had 
provided an opening to enter and to see the glory 
of the interior. 

Ye Must Be Born Again 

The curtain around God's dwelling-place was not 
hard and unfeeling like an iron curtain that forbade 
approach. It was not cold and unbending like the 
stones upon which the law was written. That lifted 
up wall of spotless linen shut out the gaze of the 
careless and the curious. The things of God were 
too sacred to be exposed to any eyes but of those 
who had exercise of soul concerning their need as 
sinners in His sight. The linen was white and in-
viting rather than dark and foreboding. The un-
broken wall on three sides directed the attention of 
the seeker to the east end where the lovely and spa-
cious gate was provided. The fine linen of the cur-
tain indicated righteousness, but it was a righteous-
ness that directed the sinner to the provision of 
mercy and grace. It was a perfect but lovely right-
eousness that shut up the possibility of seeing the 
things of Christ to one way alone. That curtain re-
vealed both man and God. It said to men, "You 
have come short of His glory; you are not able to see 
and understand the things of God." The gate and 
its vessels as we shall see later supplied the picture 
of the way to God that His own grace provided. 

• The cubit in Egypt was 20.63 inches. It was the measure-
ment of the forearm from the elbow to the end of the longest 
finger. 
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The surrounding curtain and the entering gate plain-
ly picture the need of men and the saving grace of 
God as they are so clearly stated in the New Testa-
ment. When sinners discover their desperate need 
they soon find God's one and only remedy. 

Natural Wisdom Does Not Apprehend God 

That tall curtain of the Tabernacle speaks the 
language of First Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 
No passing Midianite or visiting Edomite could see 
the precious things inside God's Tabernacle. All he 
could see was the plain curtain that shut out his 
view. That curtain levelled towering Moabites with 
African pigmies, all were too small to see that pic-
ture of God's salvation unless they entered by-the 
one "door." That curtain did what an indignant 
English lady said of the hateful preaching of George 
Whitefield, it "levelled all distinctions." 

That fine white linen held so high above our 
heads seemed to say, "All under sin," "There is 
none righteous, no not one," "There is none that 
doeth good, no not one." "All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3 :23). "Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God" ( John 3:3). 

The hanging of the court was like the covenant 
of works, whose demands were beyond the obedience 
of any of the sons of Adam. We had utterly come 
short. There was no soundness in us anywhere. We 
were "without strength" like the man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 

"By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight; for by the law is the knowl-
edge of sin" (Rom. 3:20). "Whatsoever things the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may become guilty before God" (Rom. 3:19). 
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The Stumbling-block of Christianity 
In the thoughts of all proud men this is the great 

stumbling-block of Christianity: the Gospel puts all 
persons in one category, and condemns all as hope-
lessly lost, as irretrievably bankrupt of good, as ir-
recoverably corrupt in the springs of their nature, as 
evil trees that cannot bring forth good fruit. 

This teaching is hated as Ahab hated Michaiah; 
the king of Israel said of God's prophet, "I hate 
him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, 
but evil" (I Kings 22:8). 

To be told that there is all evil and nothing good 
in the heart of man, is hated as an abomination by 
those who believe that man is inherently good. All 
the philosophy of the schools believes in the essential 
goodness of man. In spite of the witness of history, 
and in spite of prevailing world conditions, this 
doctrine of evil being only a matter of environment 
and education, is still as tenaciously held as ever. 

at 

THE GATE 
"And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging 

of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: and their 
pillars shall be four, and their sockets four. All the 
pillars round about the court shall be filleted with 
silver; their hooks shall be of silver and their sockets 
of brass" (Exod. 27:16-17). 

A Lovely Way 
THE way into the court of the tabernacle was beau-

tiful as well as most spacious. The colors were 
as attractive and inviting as the beauty of the flowers 
is to the bees. 

The rest of the court was of pure white linen, 
plain and unadorned; but the entrance was hung 
with curtains that were lovely to behold, and mar-
velous in their working. The white linen all around 
spoke of God's righteousness, His holy prohibition; 
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but the curtains at the gate, and the gate itself, 

spoke of Christ. 
The width of the entrance was over thirty feet. 

What an ample door that was! Thus you could 

say the door was altogether lovely, and altogether 

sufficient. Is that not true of Christ? It is true of 

none other but Him. He was altogether lovely in 

His person, and altogether lovely in His ways (Cant. 

5:16), He is able to save to the uttermost all that 

come unto God by Him (Heb. 7:25). A door with-

out steps, and through lovely curtains, seemed to 

say, "I am the door, by me if any man enter in, he 

shall be saved" (John 10:9) ; and, "Come unto me, 

all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). 
Had this door been narrow, there might have 

been a thought of the exclusion of some, but when 

it was so very wide it seemed to say, "Whosoever 

will" (Rev. 22:17), and, "Come; for all things are 

now ready" (Luke 14:17). 

A Finished Work — A Way Without Hindrance 

"And he reared up the court round about the taber- 

nacle and the altar, and set up the hanging of the court 

gate. So Moses finished the work" (Exaci. 4033). 

The hanging of the court gate was the last of the 

Tabernacle to be erected. Thus when the lovely gate 

was prepared Moses could say, It is finished! This 

way of access to God proclaimed a finished work. 

This is the typical teaching of the Old Testament, 

and also the clearly presented gospel truth of the 

New Testament — salvation is a finished work. 

Redemption for sinners is a completed redemption. 

The way to God is without obstacle or hindrance, 

all is open and ready, and grace says, Come! 

"Until Everything Was Finished"—A Way 

Through the Waters of Judgment 

When the children of Israel would cross the 
Jordan, the ark of the covenant of the Lord pre- 
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ceded them into the sullen waters. There could have 
been no way for the people had the ark (symbol of 
Christ) not gone in there first. The words that are 
recorded strikingly picture this finished redemption. 

"And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of 
Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry 
ground, until all the people were passed clean over 
Jordan" (Josh. 3:17). 

"For the priests which bare the ark stood in the 
midst of Jordan, until everything was finished . . ." (Josh. 4:10). 

The Altar of Earth — A Way Without Climbing 
When the Lord instructed Moses to build an 

altar of earth, or an altar of unhewn stones, He 
also said, "Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto 
mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered 
thereon" (Exod. 20:26). 

These two incidents shew that God finished every-
thing for the children of Israel to cross the Jordan 
into the land of promise; and that His altar of ap-
proach was an altar without steps for men to climb. 
Thus you have an open way through the waters of 
judgment; and a way without climbing in the ap-
proach to God. These tell the same story as the 
finished Tabernacle when the door and gate were 
provided—a way from bondage and wanderings; a 
way to God and to redemption, all prepared by 
God through Christ. 

The Height of the Gate 
You will notice in Exodus 38:18 it is recorded 

of the height of the gate, "in the breadth was five 
cubits, answering to the hangings of the court." 
The provision in the entrance answered to the 
prohibition in the curtain wall. The height of the 
linen curtain of the court was five cubits;  this shut 
out the gaze. The height of the gate was also five 
cubits, and the breadth between the pillars of the 
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gate was also five cubits. This was the way in to 

where God's provision could be known. 
The grace of God that suits His provision to 

our deepest need is the revelation of the Gospel 

everywhere in the Scriptures. Right alongside the 

demands of justice you usually find the loving pro-

vision that mercy has made for the guilty and the 

lost. If righteousness closes the door of the law, 

then love comes down and opens the gate of mercy 

and grace. The marvelous thing about the grace of 

God is this: the claims of justice and holiness are 

so fully honored that the law can witness the cloth-

ing of the sinner with a perfect righteousness. This 

truth seems to be hidden in the fact that the gate 

of the court "in the height, and in the breadth," 

answered "to the hangings of the court." 

Righteousness By Faith 

If the law demanded a perfect righteousness, and 

it did; then God through Christ provided a perfect 

righteousness. This "righteousness of God which is 

by faith of Jesus Christ" (Rom. 3 :22), is "unto all" 

but only "upon all them that believe." The law is 

perfectly satisfied that that perfect garment of right-

eousness should be upon the sinner who believes on 

Christ, for it is "witnessed by the law and the 

prophets" (Rom. 3:21). 
This is the salvation that so wonderfully suits the 

sinner's desperate need. Like the wedding garment 

this robe of righteousness covers the believer from 

head to feet. With this garment of salvation on, the 

most guilty sinner who has believed on the Lord 

Jesus is accepted in the Beloved. 

At Evening Time It Shall Be Light 

In a home near Goderich forty years ago, an old 

man lay dying. He lived alone with his wife, and 

had been taken suddenly ill. An only daughter was 

teaching school, a number of miles distant. 
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A saved man and his daughter, a girl of about 
twelve years, had come to see him. The sick man's 
daughter was the little girl's Sunday school teacher. 
She was saved and on her way to glory, but her 
father had been engrossed with the world and in-
different to his soul's need. 

This day, when he was so low, lying with his face 
to the wall and his eyes closed, little Sadie was in 
the room with his wife. Although she had pro-
fessed to have been saved at some meetings not long 
previous, the girl knew little of God's way of 
salvation. 

As the old man lay there with the appearance of 
quickly nearing eternity, his wife said to the child, 
"You stay here, dear, while I run and telegraph 
for our daughter." The girl was afraid but what 
could she do? She thought, "Whatever would I do 
if he should die and I alone here with him !" The 
wife had no sooner gone than he turned his head 
in the bed and looked at the child with wild staring 
eyes, "Sarah, my child," said he, "come here." She 
dare not move. Again he requested, "Come here, my 
child." Then she drew a little closer. He fastened 
his eyes intently upon her and said in a tone of 
deep concern, "My child, I have been a very wicked 
man, more wicked than you could ever imagine, 
no one knows how wicked I have been. Do you 
think God could forgive me and save my soul?" 

The poor girl was totally perplexed, and did not 
know what to say. She thought if he really was as. 
wicked as he said he was, God surely would not 
forgive him, but she was afraid to tell him so. He 
repeated his all absorbing question, "Do you really 
think God could forgive a wicked sinner like me?" 
She said, "I will run and get my father, he will tell 
you." "No my child," he said, "I do not want any 
man, do not bring any man here; you tell me child, 
would God save and pardon a great transgressor 
like me?" Her eye caught sight of the Bible on the 
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table; said she, "I will read a chapter for you from 
the Bible." "Very well," said he. 

Taking the book, it fell open at the tenth of John. 
Slowly and distinctly she commenced to read, that 
he might take it in. When she came to verse seven, 
he was all attention, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
I am the door of the sheep." When she came to 
verse nine, his question was answered, "I am the 
door, by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." 
The scalding tears coursed down his cheeks, "That 
is enough my child," said he. God Himself had 
answered his question and given him "joy and peace 
in believing." He just lived a few hours after and 
died in perfect peace, resting on the value of the 
precious blood of Christ, which cleanseth from all 
sin. 

THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING 
Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7 

"Christ . . . an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. 5:2). 

Finding Christ in the Types 

THE altar of burnt offering is one of the first pic- 
tures of Christ in the gallery of the Tabernacle. 

The place of this altar was "before the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congregation" (Exod. 
40:6). The altar of burnt-offering was immediately 
fronting the entrance of the Tabernacle, even as 
the altar of incense was directly on the way into 
the holiest. It was impossible to enter the Tabernacle 
without passing the altar of burnt-offering. That 
altar of sacrifice was God's way in. Our Lord said 
to Thomas, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 
14:6). 
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The Form of the Altar 

The altar of burnt-offering was four-square. The 
four sides were of equal length. It was five cubits 
toward the east, five cubits toward the west, five 
cubits toward the north and five toward the south. 
The height was three cubits. Thus the numbers 
five, four and three were in the altar. Four is 
Christ's number in manifestation; the four Gospels 
perfectly told the story of what He was. Five is 
the number that stands for the manifestation of what 
I am through my senses and actions. Three is the 
number of Deity—of the triune God. The altar 
with four equal sides is five cubits everywhere, thus 
suggesting that it is adequate to meet my need. The 
four sides and four horns pointing in every direction 
of the compass seem to suggest that that altar is 
sufficient for all. The three cubits of the height 
remind us that the One who was manifested in the 
Gospels was God in the fulness of Deity. See First 
Timothy 3 :16; Colossians 2:3-9, etc. 

The Material of the Altar 

The two materials in this altar were shittim wood 
and brass. The fire resisting brass covered the in-
corruptible shittim wood and made it able to en-
dure the consuming fires of the sacrifice. The in-
separable union of the wood and the brass in the 
altar of burnt offering, represent the Deity and the 
Humanity in the Person of our Lord. The shittim 
wood was the wood of the wilderness; it was prob-
ably the only wood available, but it was neverthe-
less the most suited in every way. There are different 
varieties of acacia or shittim wood; one tree yields 
gum, used as a medicine for healing; another yields 
a medicine good for a tonic; and another seems when 
it grows to have leaves peculiarly sensitive to out-
ward influences. The wood of all these acacia trees 
was noted for its durability; it typified incorrupti-
bility, and is always so translated in the Alexandrian 
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version of the Seventy. This makes the shittim 
wood a striking symbol of the humanity of our Lord. 
As a man He went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed of the devil (Acts 10:38). 
He was wonderfully sensitive to all that He passed 
through (Heb. 4:15). But at the same time He was 
the only One in whom was no sin (11 Cor. 5:21). 

One wrote of Him, "Though truly man, yet in 
blessed contrast with all other men, the Lord was 
one whom neither the temptations of Satan could 
seduce, nor the evil around Him defile—One who, 
pure and spotless at His birth, withstood unmoved 
every (to us attractive) form of evil; and though, 
Like the shittim wood planted and nurtured in this 
earth, yet abode incorrupted and incorruptible in the 
midst of all the sin, defilement, and corruptions of 
man around, and attacks of the enemy with which 
He was assaulted." 

This inconspicuous lowly wood of the wilderness 
covered everywhere in the altar of burnt-offering 
suggests our Lord as a man. He was holy where 
men were defiled but He was truly a man. He had 
the heart of a man for mercy and compassion; He 
had the eyes of a man to look with human sympathy 
upon the needs and wrongs of men; He had the 
hands of a man to dispense bounty and healing, and 
to lift up the fallen from the Jericho road. 

The shittim wood was in the altar of burnt-
offering when the sacrifice was being consumed to 
ashes. The brass withstood the fierceness of the 
flames, but the wood was still there. 

The brass or copper of the altar speaks of Christ 
as the one who could endure the fiery judgment of 
God (Rev. 1:15; Dan. 10:6). He endured the 
Cross, despising the shame (Heb. 12:1-3). Even 
the shittim wood of the wilderbess stood all the 
fire of the altar because of the brass that covered it. 
Our Lord was crucified in weakness, for He felt 
every pain, but He was mighty throughout. The 
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brass of His intrinsic perfection made the love and 
faith of His human heart unswervingly strong even 
in the hour of abandonment and death. 

The furnace of the Cross only brightened the 
glowing brass; so the strength of our Lord to "en-
dure the cross," manifested the essential Deity of 
His person. The burden of the sins of men, would 
have been too heavy for the soul of a man; the 
fierce wrath of God against iniquity which Jesus 
our Lord felt, would have consumed a mere man; 
none but He could stand where He stood; and none 
but He could have endured what He endured. 

And yet He was a man; a real man, a tender 
man; everywhere He was a man, a man on the 
mount of transfiguration and a man upon the altar 
of the cross. There was shittim wood in the horns 
of the altar, as well as in the altar itself ; there was 
even shittim wood in the bars that carried the altar, 
shittim wood overlaid with brass. 

So our Lord was God when He held the children 
in His arms, as truly as He was God when He said 
to the winds and waves, "Peace, Be still." He was 
as truly man when He ascended to heaven as He 
was a man when He came down to Bethlehem. 

Thus the material of the altar of burnt-offering 
spoke of Christ. 

The Deity and Humanity of Our Lord 
in Prophecy 

As the incorruptible shittim wood which the pass-
ing years could not decay, and the burnished brass 
which the fiercest fires could not weaken, were to-
gether in the altar of burnt offering; so the alto-
gether lovely and unblemished humanity of our Lord 
was always present with the perfection of His Deity 
in all His life down here. 

The altar of burnt offering with the sacrifice 
upon it, is Christ upon the cross. Although there 
His "weakness" was apparent, yet nevertheless His 
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strength was seen. The Jews saw a forsaken man 

dying the shameful death of crucifixion, but one 

dying thief saw "The Lord" who would one day 

come in His kingdom. Annas and Caiaphas with 

the Pharisees saw One whom they thought did not 

come down because He could not; but the Roman 

Centurion saw upon the cross, the "Son of God." 

The thief said, "Lord remember me when thou 

comest into thy kingdom" (Luke 23:42). The 

centurion said, "Truly this was the Son of God" 

(Matt. 27:54). 
Calvary was a cloudy and a dark day, but even 

then the strength of the altar of burnt offering was 

apparent to exercised hearts. The lovely humanity of 

God's Son was there in infinite patience and grace, 

bearing an things like charity, unmoved and un-

diminished in His love and mercy till all things were 

accomplished. But His infinite might as God over 

all, was there also like the brass in the fire, enduring 

the Cross for our sakes. 

The Altar and Christ 

"Bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns 

of the altar" (Ps. 118:27). This is what the four 

horns of the altar of burnt-offering were for. There 

the sacrifice was bound when it was slain. The bul-

lock strong to labor or the sheep silent and sub-

missive to suffer, or the goat noble as a leader, were 

bound with cords to that altar to die. They did 

not need to have bound our Lord in Gethsemane, 

for He went as it was ordained of Him. The cords 

that bound Him to the cross were not iron nails, 

but bands no eye of man could see. Christ was the 

true Hebrew servant who could say, "I love . . . 

I will not go out free" (Exod. 21:5). "Having 

loved his own that were in the world he loved 

them unto the end" (John 13:1). This was the 

first cord that hound Him to the altar: His love. 

Another cord was His obedience. He "became obe- 
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dient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 
2:8). It was to do God's will that He came from 
heaven (Ps. 40:7-8). That will was His very meat: 
"My meat is to do the will of him that sent me and 
to finish His work" (John 4:34). God not only 
commanded Him to speak His words (John 12:49), 
and to do His works (John 5:36), but God ac-
tually commanded Him to lay down His life (John 
10:18). 

A third cord that held our Lord to His cross 
was His zeal for God. "The zeal of thine house 
bath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that 
reproached thee are fallen upon me" (Ps. 69:9). 
This zeal was manifested from the commencement 
of our Lord's ministry, when He drove the money-
changers out of the temple the first time (John 2: 
17). The great dishonor that was done to God 
by the sins of men and by their neglect of His honor 
and glory, fired Christ's heart to take away the re-
proach brought by others. David felt something of 
the same when he said, "Who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine that he should defy the armies of the 
living God ?" 

The fourth cord that held the Lord Jesus to 
Calvary was the joy that was set before Him. "Who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross despising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). 
There was the joy of resurrection and ascension 
into the presence of God (Ps. 16:11). There was 
the joy of seeing the whole pleasure of the Lord 
prosper in His hand to the satisfying of His soul 
(Isaiah 53:11). There was the joy before Him 
of presenting us faultless before the presence of God 
(Jude 24). There was before Him the joy of His 
return for His Bride (I Thess. 4:16). The joy 
expected over Israel's restoration (Zeph. 3:17; 
Isa. 62:5), and no doubt many other sources of 
gladness and joy. 
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It is remarkable that this command to bind the 
sacrifice with cords to the altar in Psalm 118:27 is 
linked with the song of the children when the 
Lord rode into Jerusalem (Ps. 118:25-26), and 
our Lord's own words at the same time about the 
stone rejected becoming the head stone of the corner 
(Ps. 118:22). So the fact that the triumphal entry 
of Jesus our Lord into Jerusalem would end with 
the cross, rather than with the kingdom was here 
in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The Altar and the Sinner 

"And the publican standing afar off would not 
lift up so much as his eyes to heaven, but smote 
upon his breast, saying, "God be merciful to me, 
a sinner" (Luke 18:13). This happened in the 
temple as the poor publican had his face toward the 
floor but also toward the altar of burnt-offering. He 
did not understand much, but he knew that he was 
a sinner and needed mercy and he vaguely knew 
that mercy only came through God's altar and God's 
appointed sacrifice. Our Lord testified that this 
man went down to his house justified. Mercy 
reached him, not through the altar in the temple 
and its smoking offering, but through that coming 
sacrifice of the cross so plainly shadowed there. 
Through the altar of Golgotha, the guilty can find 
mercy. The vilest sinner in the world may enter 
that door by the altar of burnt-offering. 

The Altar and the Saint 

"Yea, the sparrow hath found an house and the 
swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, 0 Lord of hosts, my king 
and my God" (Ps. 84:3). 

David did not mean that these birds were actually 
making their nests in God's altars; that would be 
absolutely impossible. Only the altar of burnt-
offering was open to the heavens and there was no 
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place in that structure where any bird could make 
a nest for itself, even if the place were utterly ne-
glected. The meaning of the passage is just this: 
the sparrow, the most common and the most worth-
less of birds, has found a house, a place that is 
everything to it; and the swallow, the most restless 
of birds, has a nest for herself where she may lay 
her young and to which she loves to come again 
and again; and so I, David, who am worthless like 
the sparrow and restless like the swallow, have 
a place for myself where I love to come and where 
I love to make my home, even thine altars, 0 Lord 
of hosts, my king and my God. 

What the sparrow's house was to that little com-
mon bird, and what the swallow's nest was to that 
restless bird of wandering wing, is just what thine 
altars are to me, my God. Each little bird feels 
that it's nest belongs exclusively to it, and so it 
does. The trembling heart finds there a resting 
place. How many times a day a bird returns to its 
nest! Its whole life and interest is there. David 
felt that way about the altars of God. If only we 
felt so about the One whom those altars typified, 
even our blessed Lord Jesus! If our restless days 
only had Christ for the center of their activity; if 
only our commonplace little-worth hearts found their 
joy in Him, what a rest and what an honor that 
would bel 

Not Jewish Altars, But Christ 

Some time ago a young Jewess was passing the 
door of a building where the Gospel was preached. 
She was attracted by the sound of singing, and 
went in to the porch to listen. The people were 
singing these lines: 

"Not all the blood of beasts, 
On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away one stain." 
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She was surprised to hear mention made of "Jewish 
altars" in such a place, so waited while the next 
verse was read and sung, 

"But Christ the heavenly Lamb, 

Took all our sins away: 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

And richer blood than they." 

These words made a very deep impression on 
her heart; here was hope of deliverance and peace 
that she was so much in need of, and burdened about. 
For months she had tried every known or suggested 
way of relief, only to find there was no salvation 
in Judaism. She could not tear herself away from 
the entry of that building, but listened while all 
the verses were sung. 

She returned home. But the truth of the words 
of that Gospel hymn had found its way into her 
heart and conscience; she trusted Christ as her own 
Saviour and was born of God. The light that had 
entered her soul could not be hidden; she confessed 
the Man of Calvary as her Saviour and Lord. The 
persecution and reproach that resulted was too much 
for her enfeebled health and hastened her end from 
that dread disease, consumption. 

One day she sent a message to a Christian lady 
who, she thought, would sympathize with her. The 
lady came; she heard her story, and they talked to-
gether of the Lord Jesus. When the lady asked her 
what gave her soul rest, the dying Jewess replied 
in the words of the hymn which she had heard that 
memorable night in the entry of the Gospel building: 

"My soul looks back tb see 

The burden Thou didat bear, 

When hanging on the accursed tree, 

And knows its guilt was there." 

They still talked together, but her strength was fast 
giving way. She made a further effort to repeat 
another verse: 
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"Believing we rejoice 

To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 

And sing . . . " 

Her voice failed ; in a few minutes she breathed 

her last. She had gone to complete in the presence 

of the Lord the song she had begun, to 

. . sing His dying love." 

Jg 

THE LAVER IN THE TABERNACLE 

"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Thou shalt 

make a layer of brass, and his foot also of brass, to 

wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the taber-

nacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou 

shalt put water therein. For Aaron and his eons shall 

wash their hands and their feet thereat: when they 

go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall 

wash with water, that they die not; or when they 

come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering 

made by fire unto the Lord: so they shall wash their 

hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall 

be a statute for ever to him, even to him and to his 

seed throughout their generations"(Exod. 30:17-21). 

THIS laver for washing was one of the very first 

vessels of the Tabernacle as one entered the en-

closure. The altar for sacrifice had the first place, 

and then it was the laver. Both the altar and the 

laver are repeatedly said to be at the door of the 

Tabernacle (Exod. 29:4; Lev. 17:6, etc.). 

Thus to enter the building where God had His 

dwelling-place, one had to enter the door by the 

altar and the laver. This was arranged to teach us 

spiritual lessons. There is a door, an altar, and a 

laver, still in the way to God. The Lord Jesus, 

teaching in Jerusalem, said to the Jews, "I am the 

door, by me if any man enter in he shall be saved" 

(John 10:9). Then He said to His disciples, "I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life, no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by me" ( John 14:6). The door 
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of the Tabernacle, being a picture of Christ the way 
to God, that door was made very wide. This seemed 
to say, "There is room for all." But by the door 
was first the altar and then the laver. The altar 
said, You must come by way of the sacrifice for 
sins; you must trust the precious blood that alone 
cleanseth from all sin. Then the laver said, "Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." In the New Testa-
ment that laver is called "the laver of regeneration" 
(Titus 3:5). 

The laver was about the only vessel of the Taber-
nacle of which no measurements are given. What 
is important in the laver is the water it contained 
and the use to be made of that water. It meant death 
to the priest to enter the presence of God without 
first washing at the laver. At his consecration the 
priest was bathed by Moses at the laver, then every 
time after that on entering the holy place the priest 
must wash his hands and his feet. The bathing by 
another had to be done but once (Lev. 8:6), the 
washing of his hands and feet must be done often 
(Exod. 30:19-21). It is so also with us. There 
must first be the bath of regeneration, as our Lord 
said to Nicodemus, "Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). This 
is a complete cleansing by the new birth. Peter 
speaks of this when he writes, "Being born again 
not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible by the 
word of God that liveth and abideth forever." Paul 
also refers to this washing when he wrote, "Christ 
also loved the church and gave himself for it, that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it by washing of water 
by the word" (Eph. 5:26). It is not by literal water 
that we are regenerated, but by washing of water 
by the Word. The Holy Spirit uses the Word to 
accomplish this regeneration. James the apostle 
writes in his epistle, "Of his own will begat he us 
by the word of truth" (1:18). The regeneration 
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of the idolatrous Thessalonians is written of in these 
words, "For our gospel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Ghost . . . 
ye turned to God from idols, to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven" 
(I Thess. 1:5, 9-10). It was the Gospel that 
wrought this mighty and radical change in these 
people; the Gospel in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
These people, when they heard the Gospel and be-
lieved it, were cleansed from all their old ways; it 
was the bath of regeneration. As Moses bathed 
Aaron at the door of the Tabernacle, so these heathen 
on believing the Gospel were entirely cleansed. 

At the first great conference of the church at 
Jerusalem, Peter the apostle acknowledged that God 
had purified the hearts of the heathen by faith (Acts 
15:9). This is the laver at the door of the Taber-
nacle of the congregation. It teaches the absolute 
necessity of the bath of regeneration on entering the 
kingdom of God. It is to be regretted that thousands 
like Nicodemus are trying to serve God without 
having had this new birth. They are sincere souls 
like he was; the pity is no one has ever told them of 
this needed preparation, and the great enemy of 
souls wants to keep them blinded. The foolish virgins 
of the parable wondered why their lamps were 
going out instead of continuing to burn; they said 
to the wise, "Give us of your oil for our lamps are 
gone out"; but the wise answered, "Go ye rather 
to those that sell and buy for yourselves." In their 
late exercise about this matter the Bridegroom came 
and they were left outside. Their cry, "Lord, Lord, 
open to us," was too late (see Matt. 25:8-I0). The 
matter of obtaining the oil, like this matter of re-
generation should not be left till the door is shut. 
The water of the laver as well as the blood of the 
altar was of the utmost importance; both were at 
the door of the Tabernacle and it was death to the 
priest who entered without attending to each. 
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The truth of these types is easy to read. There 

is a door to be entered and that door is Christ. 

There are no difficult steps to climb, the door is on 

the level of the wilderness. The door is wide enough 

for you, and it is hung with curtains of lovely colors 

that speak of the moral perfections of our Saviour. 

There is no excuse for mistaking it. Our Lord 

said plainly, "I am the door, by me if any man enter 

in he shall be saved." By that door stands the altar 

of the cross. The entrance to God's favor and to 

His home is a blood sprinkled way: "Without shed-

ding of blood, is no remission" (Heb. 9:22). If you 

despise the blood, you will perish. The greatest sin 

of the catalogue is said to be counting the blood 

of the covenant an unholy thing and doing despite 

to the Spirit of grace (Heb. 10:29. It was death 

for the priest to pass the laver of the Tabernacle 

without washing at it, and it will be judgment to 

you, should you attempt to enter heaven without 

being born again. 
David prayed, "Purge me with hyssop and I shall 

be clean, wash me and I shall be whiter than snow" 

(Ps. 51:7). David knew there was a washing that 

could accomplish what no earthly washing could do. 

There is no water or soap of earth that can make 

that which was filthy whiter than the snow. David 

said to God, "You wash me." Job lamented that 

if he washed himself in snow water, it would not 

make him permanently clean (Job 9:30-31). Only 

the washing by God Himself will effectually prepare 

the soul of a man for communion with God. 

We must remember that this bath of regenera-

tion of which we have been speaking is not baptism. 

Baptism Not the New Birth 

A lady of Devonshire, who married a converted 

Parsee, or fire-worshipper, and was for some time 

serving Christ with him in Bombay, returned to 

England and fell asleep in Christ. During her ill- 
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ness she said she would like these words put on 
her tombstone to tell of God's grace to her: 

"BORN AGAIN AT HIGH BARNET, 
21ST JUNE, 1863 

Happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away." 
To these words the clergyman in whose church-

yard the tombstone was placed objected; but the 
husband, desirous of carrying out his wife's wish, 
appealed to the Consistory Court at Exeter. Before 
this court, the preacher produced a certificate to prove 
that the lady was baptized at West Leigh on 19th 
April, 1847, and his objection to the statement on 
the tombstone was that it contradicted the declara-
tion that she was regenerated, or, born again, in her 
baptism as an infant. The learned Chancellor of 
the diocese held that the words need not be so 
understood, giving the late Archbishop Summer and 
the present Bishop of Exeter as his authority for 
concluding that there was no erroneous doctrine in 
them, and he therefore decided that the stone might 
be erected. It will appear to many that the lady's 
distinct statement that she was "borr. again" sixteen 
years after her baptism as an infant, is a clear ex-
pression of her conviction that she was not, "born 
from above" by that ceremony. She evidently meant 
that on 21st June, 1863, she was led to receive 
Christ as her own Saviour, and to believe in Him 
for the forgiveness of her sins, according to Acts 
10:43, "To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins." This she expressed in the 
words of a well-known hymn, "Happy day, when 
Jesus washed my sins away." 

The Laver Made of Brass 

The laver of the Tabernacle was made of brass. 
As we have seen this was the metal of the tabernacle 
that stood for the judgment of God upon sin. Brass 
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was that metal best suited to stand the fire. Our 
Lord went through the fire of God's judgment to 
provide a laver of regeneration for us. Brass was 
in the altar of burnt-offering, and brass was the 
metal of the laver. The brass of the laver seemed 
to say: Now that a sacrifice has been offered by 
Christ and accepted by God, there is a fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness, and water to wash 
the foulest clean. 

This is the very soul of the Gospel: "Christ died 
for our sins, according to the scriptures" (I Cor. 
15:3). The price of redemption is already paid. 
"We have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace" 
(Eph. 1:7). The God who provided the door, 
the altar, and the laver for Israel has provided a 
Saviour for us, and He answers to all three. If you 
know your guilt and sin, come now to this Saviour 
who is so willing as well as mighty to save. 

Continuous Washing 

The priests were bathed by Moses at the laver on 
the day of their consecration (Exod. 29:4). This 
work was clone but once. Our Lord referred to this 
when He said to Peter, "He that is washed [bathed] 
needeth not save to wash his feet" (John 13:10). 
Although the bathing was but once, there was a 
continuous washing at the laver that has its counter-
part with us also. The daily washing was done by 
the person himself ; the bathing was done by another. 
Compare Exodus 29:4 with Exodus 30:19-21. 

The washing or bathing of regeneration (Titus 
3 :5) was done for us by the Spirit of God; the 
cleansing daily from the filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, we do for ourselves (II Cor. 7:1; Ps. 119:9). 

When our Lord washed the feet of Peter, He 
said, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me" (John 13:8). This was having part with the 
Lord in testimony and service. Peter had part in 
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the Lord by the grace that had saved him, but if 
he would now serve with the Lord, he needed his 
feet washed. This is the constant cleansing by the 
washing of water by the Word. Our Lord prayed to 
God for us, "Sanctify them through thy truth, thy 
word is truth" (John 17:17). The things of God 
are holy and to handle them we need continuous 
self-judgment. "If we would judge ourselves, we 
should not be judged" (I Car. 11:31). The hand of 
God's discipline will surely be upon us if we minister 
about holy things without washing at the laver. 

Where the Brass for the Layer Was Obtained 

"And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of 
it of brass, of the looking-glasses of the women as-
sembling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation" (Exod. 38:8). 

This was evidently a special kind of brass; it 
carried a high degree of polish and brightness. This 
brass that acted for a mirror to the maidens of 
Israel, was voluntarily surrendered to make the 
laver of cleansing, a mirror to the priest, who bent 
over it, as he prepared to minister for them, in the 
presence of the Lord. Thus, instead of reflecting 
the beauty of the women to satisfy their vanity, this 
brass now reflected the brilliant stones of the priest's 
breastplate, where the names of the tribes of Israel 
were inscribed. 

As you look into a glass, if any earthly beauty 
be there, it is fairness that will soon pass away. 

"Fairest flowers loon decay; 
Youth and beauty pass away." 

All that seems to be lovely in the countenance of 
youth is but grace and fashion that will perish. How 
great a change a few years make in faces where 
malice and guile are cherished in the hearts, Even 
faces once thought to be lovely become repulsive. 
The story of beauty that is only told by a mirror 
is short lived. The women who gave their looking- 
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glasses to Moses for the laver had a memorial of 
beauty, in the stones of the priest's breastplate, re-
flected in the bright brass of the laver. Those names 
shone in the sparkling colors of the precious stones 
on which they were written, when Aaron bent over 
the laver for them in the Tabernacle i That memorial 
in the garments of the high priest was an abiding 
memorial. There the beauty did not fade. As long 
as Israel had a priest at all, that priest wore the 
ephod and the breastplate, and there the names of 
the tribes were carried before the Lord continually. 
This beauty the brass of the laver reflected. 

Instead of looking in a glass now to see if youth-
ful fairness be withering, it is better to look up 
to Him upon the throne who carries our names 
in a beauty that can never decay. Let us look also 
in that glass where the glory of the Lord is beheld, 
for that continuous looking will make a practical 
and noticeable difference in our own countenances. 
"But we all with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord" (II Cor. 3:18). 

The Bible is the only looking-glass that will make 
anybody beautiful. The use of God's laver is far 
more important for a merry heart and for a cheer-
ful countenance than any invention of men. The 
Lord Jesus, wearing a crown.  of thorns is more 
lovely to His people than any king arrayed like Solo-
mon in all his glory. Lips of truth, and eyes of 
sympathy are more beautiful than those whose only 
loveliness is created by art and man's device. "Let 
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us" (Ps. 
90:17), then there will be that comeliness of David 
that made those who had observed him say, "The 
Lord is with him" (I Sam. 16:18). 

at 



THE VAIL AND THE HANGING 
FOR THE DOOR 

"And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: 
with cherubims shall it be made: and thou shalt hang 
it upon four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with 
gold: their hooks shall be of gold, upon the four sockets 
of silver. And thou shalt hang up the vail under the 
'aches, that thou mayest bring in thither wtihin the 
vail the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall 
divide unto you between the holy place and the most 
holy" (Exod. 26:31-33). 

"And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of 
the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen, wrought with needle work. And thou 
shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim 
wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks 
shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of 
brass for them" (Exod. 26:36-37). 

WE have already spoken of the curtains of the 
gate, so now we will consider "the hanging 

of the door of the tent and "the vail." 

Comparisons and Differences 

"The vail" and "the hanging for the tabernacle 
door" are mentioned consecutively (Exod. 36:35- 
38). They are associated undoubtedly because of 
the similar teaching of them both. The vail is dis- 
tinctly said to be "His flesh" (Heb. 10:20). When 
the actual flesh of Christ was rent upon the cross, 
the typical vail was rent in the temple (Matt. 27: 
51). The priest in Israel once a year entered the 
most holy place around the vail, now the people of 
God enter the most holy place "through the vail" 
(Heb. 10:20). 

There are many similarities between the vail and 
the curtains of the Tabernacle door. Both hung 
on pillars and both were made of blue, purple and 
scarlet and fine twined linen. There were however 
these and other differences: the door curtains hung 
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on five pillars with brass sockets; while the vail 
hung on four pillars with silver sockets. The vail 
was wrought with cherubim; but in the curtain of 
the door the cherubim were omitted. 

In contrasting the curtains of the door with the 
curtains of the gate, it could be stated that the 
curtains of the gate on their four pillars typify Christ 
as He is presented as a Saviour in the Gospels; while 
the curtains of the door to the holy place present 
Christ to us in the Epistles of Paul, Peter, James, 
John and Jude. The curtains of the gate present 
Christ as the way to the altar, and to the laver; 
but the curtains of the door present Christ to us as 
the way to the place of testimony, of fellowship, and 
of prayer. 

Contrasting the vail with' these other curtains 
there is this outstanding difference; the other cur-
tains invited Aaron and his sons to draw near, but 
the vail separated the most holy place and forbade 
entrance (Exod. 26:33). The lovely curtains drew 
attention to what was beyond them, but the vail 
covered what was beyond it (Exod. 35:12). 

Like the colors of the curtains of the door and 
gate, when our Lord was here in the days of His 
flesh, His lovely ways, His gracious words, and His 
mighty works, attracted sinners to Him as a Saviour. 
His gracious hand was laid upon the little children 
(Matt. 19:13), upon the bier of the dead (Luke 
7:14), upon the fever victim (Mark 1:31), and 
upon the filthy leper (Luke 5:13). His sympathetic 
eyes wept at the grave of His friend (John 11:35), 
and over the city of His enemies (Luke 19:41). 
His "lips were most sweet," for "never man spake 
like this man." All that was lovely about Him drew 
the needy to Him as a Saviour. This was the anti-
type of the curtains attracting the attention to the 
altar and to the holy place. 

The vail covered the glory of the most holy place. 
How true this was of the flesh of our Lord! When 
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He became a man He did not leave His glory, 
though many of our hymns seem to say He did; 
neither did He lay His glory by, but He covered 
His glory. His flesh was a "vail of the covering" 
(Exod. 35:12). 

The mention of the cherubim in the vail suggests 
something that is very lovely. Those cherubim are 
called in one place "cherubims of glory" (Heb. 9:5). 
They were glorious beings and glory seems to be 
their dwelling-place. Thus the vail that covered 
the glory revealed the glory in another way. The 
cherubim of glory beyond the vail could not be 
seen, but the lovely forms of cherubim in the vail 
could be seen. 

When our Lord was here the outshining glory 
of Hebrews 1:1-3 was hidden from men, but the 
glory of grace and truth was seen (John 1:14). 
The glory above the brightness of the sun was 
covered, but the glory of the "rose of Sharon, and 
the lily of the valleys" was seen. Our Lord covered 
His essential glory but revealed His moral glory. 

While the vail was intact the way into the holiest 
was not made manifest (Heb. 9:8). It was the 
death of Christ that rent the vail of the temple 
(Matt. 27:51). It was the cross and the blood 
shedding of Christ that opened the way for us to 
God. How great the sin of the priests to sew that 
vail up again! This is what Judaism and every 
system of works does; it sews again the vail that 
the hand of God has rent. To put Christians under 
law makes the cross of Christ of none effect (Gal. 
2:21). 

The Pillars of the Vail 
The number of these pillars was four. Christ in 

Matthew, in Mark, in Luke, and in John, is the 
One these pillars represent. Like all the wood of 
the Tabernacle this wood of the pillars is shittim 
wood. It was the strong incorruptible wood of the 
wilderness. It represented the incorruptible humanity 
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of our Lord. The gold that covered the pillars is 
His Deity. 

There is no mention of "chapiters" above these 
pillars of the vail. This is peculiar to these pillars. 
They seem to be unfinished above. The foundation 
of silver (redemption) is complete beneath; for the 
work of redemption was finished when our Lord 
died (John 19:30). What is the significance of 
these pillars, cut off and unfinished at the top? 
Daniel 9:26 may shed some light on this question. 
The marginal reading and that preferred by the 
Revisers is: "Messiah shall be cut off, and shall 
have nothing." As far as the kingdom was con-
cerned, our Lord when He died had nothing. Israel 
was not gathered (Isa. 49:5). 

The enemies of our Lord rejoiced for they 
thought that His death meant the complete failure 
of all He came to do. What a triumph His resur-
rection was ! Those uncrowned pillars that held 
up the vail seem to suggest that there was some-
thing incomplete about all the institutions of the 
Tabernacle. When Christ died and the vail was 
rent; when He rose again and ascended to glory; 
then those provisional institutions passed away. The 
uncapped pillars of the vail seemed to say, There is 
something more coming, there is a higher ministry 
to be finished above, that cannot be perfectly repre-
sented here. 

Now that we have the substance, we thank God 
for the shadows. Now that that which is perfect has 
come, we learn by the pictures the preciousness of 
the realities we are privileged to handle. 

When at last the vail was rent and it hung there 
in two pieces torn from the top to the bottom, then 
perhaps the uncrowned pillars that supported it told 
their story more perceptibly. Those pillars pointed 
upward to an unfinished work in Heaven when the 
rent vail attested to a finished work on earth (Heb. 
7:25). 



The Vail and the Hanging for the Door 37 

The sockets of the pillars of the door were of brass. This indicates strength to bear the judgment of God. The sockets of the vail were of silver as said before to intimate redemption for us. When the vail, was rent and the worshiper passed through the vail, he passed over the foundation of silver (Heb. 10:20). 
These pictures are inexhaustible in their varied teaching. Like a diamond in the light, you may turn them round and round and no matter how you look at them, new beauties will appear. It is possible to reach the end of all the works of men, but it is not possible to reach the end of any of the works 

of God. "And still new beauties may we see; and still increasing light." 

A Testimony to Christ 
"Jesus Christ is the most sacred, the most glori-ous, the most certain of all facts; arrayed in a beauty and majesty which throws the 'starry heavens above us and the moral law within us' into obscurity, and 

fills us truly with ever growing reverence and awe. He shines forth with the self-evidencing light of the noonday sun. He is too great, too pure, too perfect, to have been invented by sinful and erring men. His character and claims are confirmed by the sub-limest doctrine, the purest ethics, the mightiest mir-acles, the grandest spiritual kingdom, and are daily and hourly exhibited in the virtues and graces of all who yield to the regenerating and sanctifying power of His spirit and example. The historical Christ meets and satisfies all moral and religious aspirations. The soul, if left to its noblest impulses and aspirations, instinctively turns to Him as the needle to the magnet, as the flower to the sun, as the panting hart to the fresh fountain. We are made for Him, and 'our heart is without rest until it rests in Him.' He commands our assent, He wins our affections and adoration. We cannot look 
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upon Him without spiritual benefit. We cannot 

think of Him without being elevated above all that 

is low and mean, and encouraged toward all that is 

good and noble. The very hem of His garment is 

healing to the touch. One hour spent in His com-

munion outweighs all the pleasures of sin. He is 

the most precious gift of God to a perishing world. 

In Him are the treasures of wisdom, in Him the 

fountain of pardon and peace, in Him the only hope 

and comfort in this world and that which is to 

come. Christ is the glory of the past, the life of 

the present, the hope of the future. He alone can 

solve the mystery of our being, and fulfill our in-

tellectual desires after truth, our moral aspirations 

after holiness, and the longings of our feelings after 

happiness and peace." 
Now none but Christ can satisfy, 

None other name for me. 
There's love and life and lasting joy, 

Lord Jesus, found in T?ree. 

Jo Jo Jo 

THE BOARDS - THEIR SOCKETS 
AND THEIR BARS 

"Builded together for an habitation of God through 

the Spirit" (Eph. 2:22). 

THE boards of the Tabernacle standing upright on 

their silver sockets, and fastened right into those 

sockets by the tenons beneath the boards, are like 

believers who stand upright upon redemption in 

Christ. "In whom we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 

riches of his grace" (Eph. 1:7). 
Each board was seventeen and one-half feet high, 

two and one-half feet wide and ten inches thick. 

They were made of shittim wood overlaid with gold. 

The incorruptible wood is Christ in His humanity; 

while the gold is Christ in His essential Deity. The 

silver for the sockets was obtained from the people 
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as atonement money; it was the price of redemption 
(Exod. 30:11-16). Thus the silver of atonement 
was between the boards and the earth, and was the 
solid foundation on which the boards stood. 

If each of these boards were cut out of one tree, 
Then those must have been the noblest trees ❑f the 
wilderness. The sharp axe laid the strong tree low. 
It would not be the work of a few minutes, but 
probably a good while would be needed to sever the 
trunk of that hard resisting wood. Finally the last 
blow is given and with a crash, down comes the 
stately tree that is destined to be made into a board 
for Jehovah's dwelling place. The tree is stripped 
of all its natural beauty, sawed and fashioned where 
it fell, and prepared to be completely covered with 
the precious gold. In this way the servants of Moses 
prepared the boards that were to stand upright, by 
first cutting them down to lie prostrate on the earth. 
This is the very way our Lord is even now felling 
and fashioning the boards for His dwelling. Saul of 
Tarsus was a big tree, but he crashed on the Damas-
cus road. Who would have thought that that basket 
being Iet over the wall of the city, like a container 
of refuse, had in it the person of Gamaliel's student, 
who had been a Pharisee of the Pharisees? But so 
it was; like a shittim tree with its leaves and branches 
gone, Paul had lost his glory and his reputation in 
being Christ's. The shittim wood in its incorrupti-
bility is Christ in us the hope of glory. The shittim 
wood coming from the desert is also a picture of sin-
ners in their natural state undisciplined and un-
trimmed. 

A New Man 
With the boards the fashioning and the covering 

with the gold would be a double process; with sin-
ners being made saints the Lord performs it all in 
one act. It is expressed in these words, "Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away: behold all things are become 
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new" (II Cor. 5:17). All things are just as new to 
the converted sinner as all things were become new 
for that log of a shittim tree, now covered with 
gold, standing upright in the tabernacle of God. 
You could say that in type that board had Christ 
on the inside, and Christ on the outside. This is 
actually true of the Christian: Christ is on the in-
side, for the apostle wrote to the Colossians, "Christ 
in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1 :27). In the very 
next verse Paul writes by the Spirit, "That we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." So 
Christ was on the outside as truly as He was on 
the inside. 

The Tenons of the Boards 

There were two tenons under each board that 
fitted into mortises in the silver sockets. This word 
"tenon" is literally "hand." There is another word 
for a hand that is closed ; this word seems to indicate 
an open hand, ready to grasp what is needed for 
strength ; so the word is defined as "to be able." 
The word "socket" has also the meaning of strength. 
The fitting of the boards to the sockets has the 
thought of ability to hold by a mighty hand. The 
two tenons doubles the thought of this security. How 
strikingly this thought is revealed in these words, 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life: 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all ; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand" (John 
10:27-29). 

The boards of the Tabernacle stood side by side; 
each of them had its own tenons that held it stead-
fastly on the sockets, and yet the boards were bound 
together into one united structure. The building 
was distinctly said to be "one tabernacle" (Exod. 
26:6). Now each true believer on the Lord Jesus 
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has his own story of grace to tell; each one of us 
has obtained "like precious faith" (II Pet. 1:1) to 
that of every other Christian, and yet we are all so 
joined to each other that "there is one body" (Eph. 
4:4). This glorious mystery will only be fully re-
vealed and manifested in Heaven. It is our privilege 
as God's children to walk and act in the power of 
this truth now, by keeping this word: "And walk 
in love as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given 
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweetsmelling savour" (Eph. 5:2). 

The Bars 

Like the boards and the holy vessels of the Taber-
nacle the bars were made of shittim wood overlaid 
with gold. This is Christ in His perfect manhood 
completely covered with His Deity. There was not 
a place where the shittim wood was, without the 
gold in the bars. Some have separated the incidents 
of our Lord's life into two classes; those of His 
humanity, and those of His Deity. This is a great 
mistake. Where our Lord was manifestly a man, 
He was ever True God. His Deity could never 
be separated from His lowly Manhood. The shittim 
wood was never without its metallic covering. 

There were five bars holding the boards together 
making the Tabernacle one. The middle bar of the 
five is said to have shot through from end to end 
(Exod. 36:33). This may mean that this central 
bar passed through the boards themselves, instead of 
merely through the rings like the others. Otherwise 
the four bars could not have reached the complete 
length of the Tabernacle; the middle one differing 
from the others in that it reached from end to end. 
The reader may judge for himself; the typical teach-
ing is the only reason why in my opinion the middle 
bar was inside the boards and so invisible. 

In our Lord's prayer for His own in John 17 
there are five petitions that may answer to these 
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five bars of the Tabernacle. The whole prayer is 
an intercession for the unity of the people of God. 
The men God had given to Christ were like the 
standing boards of the Tabernacle encased in precious 
gold. Their foundation was the silver of redemption, 
and the shittim wood of their wilderness origin was 
completely covered with the preciousness of Christ 
Himself. As the hoards of the Tabernacle were held 
together by bars, so the men God gave to Christ 
were held together and made one by His grace and 
provisions for them. 

The Central Bar 

"I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me (John 17:23). 

This represents the middle hidden bar; this is 
the fundamental organic oneness of God's people 
with each other through their union with Christ. 
This union with Him is not an outward joining, 
but expressed in the words "I in them." This is 
the way believers are made "perfect in one." 

What a marvelous joining this is! "Christ in you, 
the hope of glory." Christ in each individual Chris-
tian joins thal one to every other Christian by the 
actual indwelling of Christ in His saints. 

Men join societies and unions which are held to-
gether by rules and regulations with penalties for 
violations, and these dead federations are the best 
this present evil world knows. In them all there is 
no vital union and no common life. In the true 
Church of God there is a living link between the 
members that is as true and sympathetic as the union 
of the members of our bodies. This union is so real 
that if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it (1 Cor. 12:26). The central uniting bar was 
not external; it did not unite as a creed or a re-
ligion unites persons; the bar ran through the midst 
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of all the boards. Christ is actually in the hearts 
of all His people (Eph. 3:17). This makes us one. 

The Unity of His People: Our Lord's Most 
Earnest Intercession 

The Other Four Bars 

In this prayer chapter of our Lord, John 17, 
there are four other things mentioned that are 
uniting bonds to the Lord's people. The first of 
these that I would call attention to is God's Name. 
"Keep through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me, that they may be one" (John 17: 
11-12 ) . 

GOD'S NAME UNITES 
God's name assures the keeping of His saints. 

He is the faithful God; His word cannot fail. 
When God plainly says, "He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life" (John 3:36), and "They 
shall never perish" (John 10:28), His name is the 
guarantee that these words cannot fail. 

Joshua pleaded with the Lord when destruction 
seemed to threaten the Lord's people: "And what 
wilt thou do unto thy great name?" ( Josh. 7:9). 
There is not a safer hiding place than the name of 
God; and not a surer pledge of the oneness of 
His people. 

OUR LORD'S INTERCESSION UNITES 
"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 

also which shall believe on me through their word; 
that they all may be one; as. thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us" 
( John 17:20-21). 

How much we owe to the intercession of our 
Lord in Heaven He ever lives to make intercession, 
so that blessed ministry never fails (Heb. 7:25). 
When He died for us and rose again, He would 
not allow any enemy to hinder His intercession 
(Rom. 8 :34) . 
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THE PROSPECT OF GLORY UNITES 

"And the glory which thou gayest me I have 
given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one" (John 17:22). 

"Being justified by faith, we . 	rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God" (Rom. 5:1-2). The coming 
of our Lord will translate all saints to glory (I 
Thess. 4:16-17). Even now the blessed hope unites 
the hearts of all who truly love the Lord Jesus. 

LOVE UNITES 

"That the love wherewith thou hast loved me 
may be in them, and I in them" ( John 17:26). 

Saints are taught of God to love one another 
(I Thess. 4:9). The love in this last verse of our 
Lord's prayer is a love that is in us. It is the very 
love that the Father had for the Son which was 
cherished so deeply by Him. The consciousness of 
the Father's love was the source of continual strength 
to the Lord Jesus. This love is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost (Rom. 5:5) ; it ascends 
to our Lord in Heaven, and radiates toward all the 
people of God. It is a grand uniting bond. 

A Unity on Earth That Is of God 
A Manifest Union 

There is a practical union of believers seen in 
the Acts of the Apostles which constitutes those 
united believers a dwelling-place for God. The four 
bars that could be seen are "The Apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers" (Acts 2:42). The fellowship of these 
saints was happy indeed; it was created by the 
apostles' doctrine. It was not merely a common 
creed, a teaching that pleased them all and to which 
they could all subscribe; it was the Word of God 
in its fullness as declared by the apostles. This 
created a fellowship where all could speak the same 
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thing. This fellowship was expressed in the break-
ing of bread together, and it was maintained by the 
prayers. They all continued steadfastly together. 
The union and the unity were of God. 

The bar in the midst that could not be seen was 
Christ. "For where two or three are gathered to-
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them" 
(Matt. 18:20). 

What Wesley Feared 

A Narrow Path but Not a Narrow Spirit 

John Wesley once wrote: "The thing which I 
was greatly afraid of, and which I resolved to use 
every possible method of preventing, was a narrow-
ness of spirit, a party zeal, being straitened in our 
own bowels; that miserable bigotry which makes 
many so unready to believe that there is any work 
of God but among ourselves. I thought it might 
be a help against this, frequently to read to all 
who were willing to hear, the accounts I received 
from time to time of the work which God is carry-
ing on in the earth, both in our own and other 
countries, not among us alone, but among those 
of various opinions and denominations. For this I 
allotted one evening in every month, and I find no 
cause to repent of my labor. It is generally a time 
of strong consolation to those who love God and 
all mankind for His sake; as well as of breaking 
down the partition walls which either the craft of 
the devil or the folly of men bath built up; and 
of encouraging every child of God to say, 'Whoso-
ever doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother and sister and mother." 

Let us remember the words of the Master when 
His disciples forbade one who followed not with 
them, "Forbid him not; for he that is not against 
us is for us." 



THE COVERINGS OF THE 
TABERNACLE 

"Whom do men say that I the Son of man am P" 
(Matt. 16:13). 

The Badgers' Skins 

THE outside covering of the Tabernacle is said in 
the common version to be "badgers' skins." 

There is the greatest difference of opinion as to 
what these coverings were. The Revised Version 
says, "seal skins." Authorities do not agree at all 
as to what animal is intended. They talk about a 
weasel, a wolf, a porpoise, a sea cow, and many 
other animals including an antelope. All agree on 
the color being ash gray. In the end, most admit 
that it cannot be clearly known what the Hebrew 
word translated, "badgers' skins" indicates. Even 
this is suggestive. It is like the diverse opinions 
among men, of the One whom Bruce Barton styled, 
"The Man whom nobody knows." His people 
know Him; but when here, the world knew Him 
not. Even those who accepted Him as a "teacher 
come from God," differed in their opinions; "Some 
say that Thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets" (Matt. 
16:14). "If he were a prophet, the] would have 
known" said Simon in his heart (Luke 7:39). Like 
the world, Simon "knew him not' (John 1:10). 
They said, "Is not this the carpenter?" (Mark 6:3), 
and "How knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?" (John 7:15). The Pharisees called Him 
a "deceiver" (Matt. 27:63), and a "malefactor" 
(John 18:20), and a disturber of the people (Luke 
23 :5). They called Him a "gluttonous" man and 
a "winebibber," "a friend of publicans and sinners" 
(Matt. 11:19). 

So blind were bigoted religionists to the perfection 
of His mercy, to the loveliness of His grace! The 
compassions of God yearned in His soul for the 
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enslaved and sin-burdened among men; but the 
lovingkindness of the Son of God was both mis-
understood and misrepresented. Neither the beauty 
of holiness, nor the tenderness of mercy were ap-
preciated. 

What Men Saw 

All the world saw was the badger skin covering, 
and there was no beauty that they should desire 
Him (Isa. 53:2). Some saw the grace and the glory 
beneath, but not many. Nathanael joyfully confessed, 
"Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; Thou art the 
King of Israel" ( John 1:49), and Thomas, "My 
Lord and my God" (John 20:28). Peter expressed 
the faith of the eleven when he said, "Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God" (Matt. 16: 
16) ; John and others saw not only the rams' skins 
dyed red, and the curtains of goats' hair, but the 
under curtains of glory and beauty. He wrote, 
"We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" 
(John 1:14). John the Baptist saw the rams' skins 
dyed red ( John 1:29), and the curtains of goats' 
hair, while Nathanael saw the glory beneath (John 

1 :49-51 ). 

The Coverings of the Tabernacle in Isaiah 53 

All the coverings of the Tabernacle can be seen 
in Isaiah 53. In verses 2 and 3, you have the out-
side covering of ash gray: "no form nor comeliness"; 
"no beauty that we should desire Him"; "despised 
and rejected of men." From verses 4 to 7, are the 
rams' skins dyed red: "But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." 
Verses 9 and 10 are the goats' hair curtain: "Thou 
shalt make His soul an offering for sin." The goat 
was the sin offering. That which carried the sin 
of the people away on the day of atonement (Lev. 
16:21) was a hairy goat, upon whose head the sins 
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of the people were confessed. Our sins were laid 
on Christ. His soul was made an offering for our 
sins (Isa. 53:10). The last two verses of Isaiah 53 
contain a description of the resurrection triumph 
and the glory of the Lord Jesus, answering to the 
curtains of glory which the priest saw as he looked 
upward from the holy place by the light of the 
golden candlestick. "He made intercession for the 
transgressors" (v. 12). Thus all the coverings are 
seen in this remarkable chapter; from that which 
was outside and seen by all, to that which was 
inside and seen only from the holy place. 

The Rams' Skins 

"A ram caught in a thicket by his horns" (Gen. 22:13). 

One of the first great Calvary chapters of the 
Bible is Genesis 22. In that chapter the Lamb of 
God is pictured as "a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns" (Gen. 22:13). In verse 8 of the same 
chapter, Abraham calls the coming One "a lamb." 
"My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
.burnt offering." The lamb suggests innocence, sub-
iilission, and perfection to meet the need of men. 
A ram suggests fullness of strength, while the horns 
of the ram are the symbols of its power and might. 
A thicket is a growth of wild thorns and briars, the 
result of indolent neglect (Prov. 24:30-31). "A 
ram caught in a thicket by his horns"! This is 
Calvary. God can say so much with a few words. 
A brief description of a picture and the reverent 
heart can see weakness and might combined on that 
middle cross outside Jerusalem, where the wild souls 
of men did what the determinate counsel of God 
afore determined to be done. The might of Christ 
held Him in that place of weakness. Jerusalem was 
a place of neglected ground where thorns abounded. 
'There the mighty One was caught and held by his 
own inherent strength that He might die. 
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This was the source of the dyed rams' skins. At 
Calvary the Mighty One in voluntary submission 
and unwavering endurance was held in a place of 
weakness and death; there the rams' skins were 
dyed red. 

The Covenant Ram 

Before the ram was offered for Isaac on Mt. 
Moriah, Abraham offered a ram with other sacri-
fices when God made that everlasting covenant with 
him (Gen. 15:9). It was between the divided pieces 
of a ram that the smoking furnace and the burning 
lamp passed when God made the promise to Abra-
ham ; a promise that waits even yet for its final 
fulfillment. 

In connection with the consecration of the priests, 
both in Exodus 29 and in Leviticus 8, it is a ram 
that is used and that is called "the ram of conse-
cration." Thus, the ram stands for God's uncon-
ditional promise, for substitution, and for the High 
Priestly consecration of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Goat's Hair 

"And the goat shall bear upon him all their 

iniquities" (Lev. 16:22). 

It was a scapegoat that bore away the sins of 
the people on the day of atonement. It was a hairy 
goat upon which the sins of the people were con-
fessed. That act of the priest on the day of atone-
ment pictured the transferrence of our sins to Christ 

(Isa. 53 :6). 
It was the hair of a goat that was woven into the 

covering of "goats' hair" of the Tabernacle. The 
common garb of a prophet was of goats' hair. Our 

Lord was a prophet, a faithful witness: He became 
our Substitute, our Sin-bearer. 

Thus, the curtains tell the story of the One the 
world did not know, becoming obedient unto death, 
and bearing our sins with the sins of all His people, 



50 	Tabernacle Types and Shadows 

to bring us to those curtains that so beautifully dis-
play the glory of God. Yes, to bring us beneath 
those expressions of wonder and loveliness in the 
holy place where as priests we can look up and 
see the fine linen, the blue, the scarlet, the purple, 
with cherubim of cunning work. This was God's 
lovely picture of the Person of Christ when He 
was made flesh, and tabernacled amongst us (John 
1:14). By men of the world He was despised. 
In His heart was willing obedience to death. "I 
have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am 
I straitened till it be accomplished" (Luke 12:50). 
He ever thought of the cross. This was the red 
covering. 

He was a prophet for God. He wore the goats' 
hair covering. He spoke the Word of God in truth 
and cared not for the person of men (Matt. 22:16). 
He was a faithful witness (Rev. 1:5). He glorified 
God (John 17:4). This was the covering of goats' 
hair. 

The Beautiful Covering Above the Holy Place 

"He ever liveth to make intercession for us" (Heb. 
7:25). 

In the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, beneath 
the glory men saw, was the glory of what He was 
in Himself. This could only be represented by a 
combination of all that was lovely and pure, wrought 
with cherubim of glory. This weaving of gold wire 
into the fabric was something that Bezaleel alone 
could do. The forming of the glorious cherubim 
was his work alone. Bezaleel was an embroiderer; 
the Hebrew word for embroiderer is the very word 
used in Psalm 139:15, and translated "curiously 
wrought," when in this Psalm the Spirit is speak-
ing of the preparation of the body of our Lord. 

No matter how one approached the most holy 
place, the story was the same. It was Christ all the 
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way: Christ in the gate and the altar, or Christ 
in the curtains. •Should you approach from the out-
side, it must be through the lovely door, by the altar 
of sacrifice and by the laver of regeneration; then 
through the inner door that was Christ again. Or 
should you examine this mystery from above by 
removing the curtains one by one, the revelation 
is the very same: Christ all the way and Christ 
the goal at last. 

Fine Linen First 

A word could be said about the fine linen being 
mentioned first, instead of last, in the over curtains 
of the Tabernacle. ;Compare Exodus 26:1 with 
Exodus 26:31, etc.) Wien Aaron looked onward 
as he entered the Tabernacle, whether it were 
the gate, the door, or the veil, the fine linen is 
mentioned last and the blue first in the curtains 
(Exod. 27:16; 26:36; 26:31). All these curtains 
typified our Lord in His life down here. He was 
God manifest in the flesh. Down here the reverent 
heart first thought of His exaltation and of His 
title of honor. He was Lord Jesus. The Word 
was made flesh. 

But in resurrection on the throne, Ezekiel sees 
"a Man," and then describes His glory. John in 
Patmos hears of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, before he is told of His glory 
and sees it manifested. Daniel also says, "One like 
unto the Son of Man," before he tells the story of 
His surroundings. It is the fine linen first. 

When we see our Lord, we shall see a Man. His 
face, His hands, His feet, His side: this will fill 
us with joy as we contemplate the revelation of His 
glory. The angels from heaven who would comfort 
the hearts of His disciples with the assurance of 
His coming again said, "This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
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like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" 
(Acts 1:11). Our Lord Himself, giving His last 
message to His waiting people said, "I Jesus have 
sent mine angel to testify unto you these things 
in the churches. I am the root and the offspring 
of David, and the bright and morning star" (Rev. 
22:16). The angels said "Jesus"; and our Lord 
said, "I Jesus"; it is His human name, the name 
of Bethlehem and of Calvary; the name of Sychar's 
well, and of the upper room. This was the name 
Mary Magdalene knew; and the name Peter loved. 
It was the name of the fine linen of His pure and 
lovely humanity. As the priest looked up, he men-
tions the linen first, though when he looked on-
ward, the fine linen is mentioned last. Down here, 
God emphasized His deity; that will not be neces-
sary up there. His face, His hands, His side will 
draw us to Him where, 'The 'Lamb is all the glory 
of Immanuel's land." 

The Prince at the Door 

"There was no room . . . in the inn" (Luke 2:27). 

When George V was crowned king, his eldest 
son went to the old Welsh castle of Carnarvon to 
be received as Prince of Wales. Accompanied by 
David Lloyd George, greatest of living Welshmen, 
he approached the castle door. All within was still. 
The door was closed and barred. He knocked, but 
there was no answer. He knocked the third time 
and the bar was drawn, the door was flung wide, 
land, as he entered, the castle was glorious with 
light and the hall vocal with song. The prince 
had come unto his own, and his own received him 
with singing welcome. It was not so with the 
Prince of Peace. He came unto His own and His 
own received Him not. He was in the world and 
the world was made by him, but the world knew 
Him not. To dream such a thing is absurd. It 
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is too wonderful, too strange, too humanly impossible 
not to be true. It is incredible, but it is history. 
It belongs to faith, but it is fact. There was no 
room for Him. (From The King's Business.) 

"Chiefest Among Ten Thousand" 

Oh! lie's stronger than the strongest, 
He's far better than the best, 

And His love has lasted longest— 
It has stood the hardest test. 

The ainfulest may trust Hien, 
Nor their welcome ever doubt, 

For He's pledged His word of promise 
That •He'll never cast them out. 

He's the tenderest of the tender, 
He's the fairest of the fair, 

He will be your soul's defender— 
You may rest in safety there. 

Though fierce enemies surround you, 
You are safe from all alarms, 

For in love He'll put around you 
His strong, everlasting arms. 

He the winds of trouble hushes 
When the storm is raging high, 

And each foe for us He crushes 
When to Him for strength we fly. 

He's a refuge from the billows 
When by storm's we're sore oppressed, 

And the softest of all pillows 
• Is His tender, loving breast. 

He's the Lord of life and glory, 
Now exalted far on high; 

But we love to tell the story 
Of His coming down to die. 

And He's coming, quickly coming, 
All His glories to display; 

And we'll see Him and be like Him 
Through that bright, eternal day. 



THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD 
(Exodus 25:23-30; Leviticus 24:5-9) 

"Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies" (Ps. 23:5). 

The Materials 

THE materials of the table were shittim wood over- 
laid with gold. The wood suggests the incor-

ruptible humanity of our Lord; the gold is typical 
of His deity. Shittim or acacia wood, was the wood 
of the wilderness; this tree grew extensively in the 
mountains of Sinai, overhanging the Red Sea. There 
are a number of kinds of this tree. Some of them 
have medicinal value and others are good as stimu-
lants. The kind from which the boards of the 
Tabernacle were made, and which is also in the 
table and other vessels of the sanctuaty, yielded 
the well-known gum-arabic of commerce. In the 
spring, the tree was covered with yellow blossoms 
that had. a very pleasant perfume. The Arabs some-
times use the gum of the shittim tree as food; they 
also say the gum allays thirst. One kind of acacia 
or shittim tree is said to be peculiarly sensitive to 
outside influences when its leaves are on its branches. 
The wood of the shittim tree was hard and very 
strong; it was the most incorruptible wood known. 
The fact that the shittah (shittim) tree is mentioned 
with the cedar, the myrtle and the oil tree, in Isaiah 
41:19, as a tree to be planted in the wilderness in 
the coming day of Israel's glory, shows it to be 
one of the beautiful and useful trees. 

All these characteristics make the shittim tree, and 
its wood, a striking type of our Lord Jesus. The 
world was a wilderness to Him. He was fresh and 
green when all around was dry and withered. The 
fragrance of His lovely life was refreshing to God 
and to men (Luke 2:52). There was healing from 
His hands as He went about doing good (Acts 10: 
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38). His words were the strength of His disciples 
(John 6:68). Like the shittim wood, there was 
a strength in Him that was not found in any other 
(Ps. 89:19; Heb. 12:2). Our Lord was the food 
of His people, and quenched their thirst (John 6: 
35). With all this ability to bear strain without 
breaking, like the shittim wood, our Lord was most 
sensitive to all the reproaches and insults that were 
heaped upon Him (Heb. 4:15). He felt all, but 
like charity, or love, He bore all things and never 
failed (I Cor. 13:7). 

Gold the Symbol of Deity 

The gold of the table, as elsewhere, speaks of 
the absolute deity of our Lord. Gold never rusts 
nor tarnishes; it maintains its lustre when iron, the 
strongest of metals, would corrode and break down. 
Every other man but Christ has been a disappoint-
ment. Moses sinned when he spake unadvisahly 
with his lips; Elijah failed when he ran away from 
Jezebel; Abraham could not wait for Isaac, and 
got Ishmael; David and Solomon and all the kings 
failed in one way or another. Christ exhibited every-
where and in every circumstance the pure refined 
gold of the glory of God, for He was Himself the 
Son of God. 

Gold and Shittim Wood 

It is remarkable to observe the union of the gold 
and the shittim wood in many of the recorded in-
cidents of our Lord's life. See Him worn and weary 
from ceaseless toil with His head on a pillow, asleep 
in the boat on the sea of Galilee, when the storm 
was raging: He was the Man Christ Jesus. See 
Him then when the fearful disciples awaken Him 
with their words, "Master, carest thou not that 
we perish?" He arose and rebuked the winds with 
His words, "Peace be still!" and there was a great 
calm (Mark 4:37-39) : He was the Mighty God. 
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Again see Him weep with the bereaved at Bethany 
at the grave of Lazarus, and then hear Him cry 
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth"! and "he 
that was dead came forth bound hand and foot 
with grave clothes": He was a tender man to weep; 
He was "the resurrection and the life" to call the 
dead from the grave ( John 11:35,43-44). So at 
Calvary where He died ; He was forsaken, spit 
upon, scorned and crucified, and yet He was the 
Mighty One to bear the accumulated sins of His 
people. There was the shittim wood everywhere, 
but it was covered with the precious gold (Ps. 89: 
19; Matt. 27:50). 

The Measurements 

The ratio of the measurements of the table are 
two, three, and four. The height of the table is 
the same as that of the ark of the covenant and of 
the mercy seat. The numbers suggest fellowship 
in the number two: "How can two walk together 
except they be agreed?"; Trinity in manifestation 
in the number three, and the revelation of Christ 
in the number four as in the four Gospels. 

The height of the table being on a level with the 
mercy seat (Exod. 25:23, 10) suggests among other 
things, that fellowship is on the same level as atone-
ment. Had the table been lower than the mercy 
seat, there would have been the suggestion that 
fellowship could have been enjoyed by sinners with-
out redemption. Had the table been higher than 
the mercy seat, it would have suggested that the 
precious sprinkled blood was not sufficient to bring 
the prodigal sinner into fellowship with God and 
with His people. The height being exactly the 
same, the inference is, that when the sinner reaches 
the mercy seat, he is on the very level where he 
can enjoy communion with God. 

The repentant prodigal of Luke 15:17-24 not 
only received the kisses of reconciliation from the 
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father, but he was blessed with the ring and the 

shoes, and sat down with the delighted father to 

feast on the fatted calf; the once ragged outcast 

now wearing the best robe of the father's mansion. 

This is God's own picture of His abounding salva-

tion. We are brought not only to a mercy seat 

to know grace to the limit, but at the same time 

we are brought to a table as high as the mercy seat 

itself, where the bounty of God's house satisfies us 

forever. 
The Shewbread 

There were twelve loaves of bread on the table, 

and this bread is called "shewbread." The name 

"shewbread" is used because those twelve loaves 

stood there before the Lord for seven days before 

they became the food of the priests. They were 

made of fine flour unleavened, and with frankincense 

upon them (Lev. 24:5-7). These loaves being the 

food of the priests, speak of Christ who is "the 

Bread of God" come down from heaven (John 6: 

33). There being twelve always arranged before 

God, they speak also of God's people. The number 

of the tribes of Israel was twelve and there was 

one loaf for each of the tribes. All the loaves were 

together on the top of the table and held together 

by the golden crown so that none could slip off or 

be separated from his fellow; thus the truth of the 

unity of the people of God is plainly intended. 

A Witness to the Unity of God's People 

This precious truth was witnessed to as long as 

the number of loaves was not diminished on the 

table. There came a sad day in the history of Israel 

when the twelve tribes became divided; ten followed 

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and only two tribes 

stayed with the house of David and recognized Re-

hoboam as their rightful sovereign (I Kings 12: 

1-33). Only Judah and Benjamin remained to the 
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king at Jerusalem. Ten tribes associated with Jero-
boam and his false worship in Dan and in Bethel. 
When there were only two tribes gathering together 
where the Lord had chosen to place His name, 
did God change the number of the loaves on the 
table from twelve to two? No, He did not. The 
twelve loaves were still set in order on the table 
of shewbread, for the nation was still one before 
Him. 

Strife Would Have Destroyed this Unity 
The people did not always recognize this. There 

was war between the two kingdoms and either 
would gladly have exterminated the other; God only 
recognized Jerusalem as His place of worship, but 
He did not cast away the tribes that were disobedient 
to His arrangement, although they reaped the sad 
results of their folly and sin. Elijah, in a day 
of great apostasy and idolatry, when he thought 
that he alone was left as a testimony against Baal 
worship, constructed the altar of the Lord of twelve 
stones, "according to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob" (I Kings 18:30-32). The people 
of God had revolted against Him, but they were 
still His people and Elijah recognized their unity 
when he made his altar of twelve stones. 

Twelve Stones and Twelve Loaves Speak 
the Same Testimony 

Those twelves loaves of bread before the Lord 
told the story of the twelve tribes all preserved be-
fore God. The frankincense on the loaves told of 
the sweet savour of Christ upon His people, making 
them accepted in His acceptance. Every Sabbath, 
when Israel rested, new loaves fresh from the oven 
were placed on the table, so that what God had 
gazed upon for a complete week might become the 
food of the priests. Thus the bread was called the 
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continual shewbread (H Chron. 2:4). Of the offer-
ings, the burnt-offering is called "the continual burnt 
offering" because it burnt continually to tell of the 
abiding excellency of the Person and work of Christ 
on behalf of His people. The shewbread is called 
"the continual shewbread" because it was continually 
before the Lord to show how the people were for-
ever accepted of Him. 

The Crown of Gold 

This crown of gold round about the top of the 
table was a kind of battlement. It seemed to say, 
None of the loaves can fall off the table; this ledge 
made of crowns makes everyone safe. That which 
secured the loaves is called a crown, a crown of gold. 
When God tells us of our Great High Priest in 
heaven for us, He does not say robed with glory 
and honor, but "crowned with glory and honour" 
(Heb. 2:9). The priest in Israel had garments 
of "glory and beauty," but our Priest is "crowned 
with glory and honour." This is because our Lord 
is in heaven. The crown of glory and honor upon 
the head of our Lord Jesus Christ is the crown that 
secures us before God. His high-priestly crown 
secures all the people of God forever (Heb. 7 :25). 

The "Border" of the Table 

In verse 25 of Exodus 25 there is mention of a 
border of a hand breadth to the table, with a crown 
of gold to this border. The table, thus had two 
crowns of gold : one above the border, and the 
other below it; or if the border was not perpendicu-
lar, one crown inside the border, and the other out-
side it. One crown was for the table, and the other 
was for the border. This word "border" has the 
meaning of "margin for protection." It is translated 
"close place" in Second Samuel 22:46. This word 
suggests separation for fortification or for protection 
of that which is precious. The crown of gold was 
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on this border as well as being on the table itself. 
It would seem to suggest that the separation con-
nected with this table was just as precious as the 
preservation of the loaves themselves. 

It would be good in this connection to read the 
whole of the tenth chapter of the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians. The great subject there is separa-
tion from idolatry. "Ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord's table, and of the table of devils" (I Cor. 10: 
21). This border of separation must be between 
the table of the Lord and the worship of the Gen-
tiles. Read also the verses in Second Corinthians 6 
preceding this one: "Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" 
(II Cor. 6:17-18). 

This border is measured by God's hand; it is 
called "a handbreadth." It is not a cold mechanical 
measurement; the gracious hand of God has ap-
pointed this space between His table and all that 
might defile it, (Compare II John 10-11.) 

In Psalm 23 David said, "Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of mine enemies" (v. 5). 
This was a table the Lord prepared for him. In 
John 12 there is a table our Lord's friends prepared 
for Him. Lazarus sat with Him at this table (John 
12:2). Both these thoughts are true of the table 
of our Lord; it is a table He prepares for us, and 
it is at the same time a table we prepare for Him. 
What a privilege to be "Lazaruses," raised from 
the dead to sit with Him at His own table! May 
we ever remember the crown of gold that has se-
cured our eternal blessing, and also the border of 
separation with its crown of gold between us and 
all that is contrary to Him in this world. 

ae u,4 



THE CANDLESTICK 
EXODUS 37:17-24 

"One beaten work of pure gold" (Rind. 3Z:22). 

"Christ and the church" (Eph. 5:32). 

The Light 

WHERE the commandment to make the candlestick 

is given in Exodus 25 these words are added: 

"And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof : and 
they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may 

give light over against it" (Exod. 25:37). For the 
words "over against it," the margin reads, "over 

against the face of it." This seems to suggest that 
the first purpose of the light of the candlestick is 

to display its own perfection and glory. When we 

consider that these vessels of the Tabernacle are 

"patterns of things in the heavens" (Heb. 9:23), 

we can readily understand why the candlestick should 
be made to display its own glory. The candlestick 
and its branches is not Christ and His Church on 

earth, but Christ and His Church in heaven. "That 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 

gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even 

in Him" (Eph. 1:10). "That in the ages to come 
he might spew the exceeding riches of his grace in 

his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus" (Eph. 
2:7). "To the intent that now unto the principalities 

and powers in heavenly places might be known by 
the church the manifold wisdom 9f God" (Eph. 
3:10). "When he shall come to be glorified in 

His saints, and to be admired in all them that be-

lieve . . in that day" (II Thess. 1:10). 
These verses show that the unity of Christ and 

His people in glory will be the masterpiece of revela-

tion to admiring multitudes. Grace, wisdom and 

power will then be seen to have wrought a monu-
ment to God's glory such as creation never could 
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have produced. This, presumably, is the first appli-
cation of the teaching of the lighted seven-branched 
candlestick in the Tabernacle of God. Its light is 
over against the face of it. The candlestick reveals 
its own glory. The beautiful light of the seven 
lamps manifest the beauties and perfections of the 
candlestick itself. These lighted lamps in the holy 
place reveal the lovely perfection of that candlestick 
resembling an almond tree, and which was "beaten 
out of one piece of pure gold." 

The Testimony Now 

When the symbol of testimony by the people of 
God is given for this present time, the figure is 
seven  golden lampstands (Rev. 1 :12). These candle-
sticks represent individual local churches where the 
Lord Jesus and His Word still have a place. The 
expression of unity now is in each company of God's 
saints, not in a unity of assemblies. The unity of all 
the people of God is a blessed fact, and this is a 
fact that should cause us to be united where we 
have the opportunity of coming together and caring 
for one another now; but the place of the glorious 
manifestation of this oneness between our Lord and 
all who are His, is the glory when we are with Him. 
Then the light of the candlestick will be over against 
the face of it ;_now the light of our testimony is like 
a beacon light shining into the darkness, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness and the shadow 
of death, to guide their feet into the way of peace. 

The Material of the Candlestick 

The whole candlestick was "one beaten work of 
pure gold" (Exod. 37:22). There was no shittim 
wood in this vessel, There was no symbol of the 
humanity of Christ in the material of the candle-
stick; however, the treelike form of the vessel, with 
the almondlike representation of buds and flowers, 
plainly tells the story of His ressurection. 
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It is to Christ, the Son of God, that the Church 
is united. When the angelic beings see Christ and 
His Church together, it will be His glory as God 
over all that will be manifest to them. His grace 
as the Lamb that was slain will draw our hearts to 
Him, for we shall never forget that in love to us 
He laid down His life for our sake. The princi-
palities and powers in heavenly places will look upon 
His majesty and His glory, when they see His 
Church joined to Him. ft will be the gold of His 
deity that will fill them with  wonder and worship. 
What a marvelous revelation to them of sinners, 
once depraved and wicked, now linked in closest 
union with Him who is the highest of all! To them 
the memorial is not of His love and lowliness, but 
of His Godhead glory. Thus the candlestick burning 
with light from beaten olives was all of gold. 

The Workmanship —  "Beaten Work" 

The whole candlestick was literally beaten out 
of one piece. One talent of pure gold was taken, 
and with the hammer alone, little by little, the 
whole magnificent masterpiece was fashioned. Had 
branches been made separately and welded to the 
stem, one might easily have noticed the evidence of 
this joining. When it was all carefully hammered 
out of one piece the unity was so complete that 
thought of separation was utterly impossible. Beza-
leel and Aholiab alone had the God-giveri skill to 
perform the unique operation of forming one seven-
branched candlestick out of a shapeless lump of 
metal. Those two men typified the Holy Spirit of 
God by whose working alone the Church of Christ 
is formed out of Him and thereafter never in any 
part to he severed from Him. 

The precious truth of the unity of the Church 
with Christ is found in a number of places in the 
Scriptures. It is there in type in the candlestick for 
it was "one beaten work of pure gold" (Exod. 37: 
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22). It was pictured in Adam and his wife, for 
she was formed out of him (Gen. 2:21-22), and 
in the day of their creation God "called their name 
Adam" (Gen. 5:2). In the eyes of the Lord, Eve 
was one with Adam her husband. One name em-
braced them both. The wording of Ephesians 5: 
30-33 shows that even in the days of Eden God 
was thinking of Christ. 

Bowls, Knops, and Flowers 

"Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop 
and a flower in one branch and three bowls made like 
almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a 
flower: so in the six branches that come out of the 
candlestick. And in the candlestick shall be four bowls 
made like unto almonds, with their knops and their 
flowers" (Exod. 25:33-34). 

The bowls were made like almonds, the knops 
represented buds, the other decorations were flowers. 
Thus the candlestick resembled the rod of Aaron 
laid up before the Lord. The rod of Aaron, that 
authenticated his priesthood, "brought forth buds, 
and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds" (Num. 
17:8). The candlestick having the same character-
istics in its decorations suggested the connection be-
tween this vessel and the office of priesthood. Aaron's 
was an earthly priesthood, for a special people, and 
for a time then present. The priesthood of our Lord 
is in heaven, it is for all His saints, and it is eternal 
(Heb. 7:25). When the Church and Christ are 
glorified together, our Lord will still be a priest 
upon the throne. 

These almond decorations of the candlestick sug-
gest life in resurrection. The almond tree was one 
of the very first to manifest the evidences of life 
in the spring time. When Jeremiah saw "a rod 
of an almond tree" (Jer. 1:11), God interpreted 
that vision with these words: "I will hasten my 
word to perform it" (Jer. 1:12). The budding of 
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the almond tree seemed to indicate the passing of 

the winter and the hastening of the spring. The 

life manifest in the almond was the evidence of a 

coming new time of life and joy. "The winter was 

past and the rain was over and gone and the time 

of the singing of the birds had come." The whole 

creation would soon show everywhere the evidences 

of abundant life in resurrection. This was the 

message of the almond tree budding, blooming and 

bearing almonds. It was God's own symbol of 

resurrection. 
The bud, the flower, and the almond suggest life, 

beauty, and blessing. How true these ever were of 

Christ our Lord! How true they should be of us! 

In Him was life. He was altogether lovely. He 

went about doing good. This is the perfect pattern 

for us. 
Death destroys all beauty. Life creates it anew. 

Every manifestation of life in the springtime is beau-

tiful. Someone has said that there is not one ugly 

thing in nature. 
A little girl once said that she thought that the 

Lord Jesus was the only one who dared to always 

live His inside out. But if Christ be in the Chris-

tian, the light will not always be hidden. Like the 

candlestick the same light of the Branch will be 

seen in the branches. The side branches resembled 

the central main branch for they manifested the 

same lovely characteristics, but they came short of 

the fourfold perfection of the central shaft. In the 

dependent branches there were but three sets of 

bowls, knops, and flowers. In the shaft that was 

the foundation there were four sets. Four is the 

number of perfect manifestation. Our Lord was 

perfectly revealed in four' Gospels. Take away any 

one of the four and the story would not be com-

plete. Each one of the four was perfect, but all 

were needed to show Christ's perfection as God 

His Father alone knew Him. 
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The six branches of the candlestick arising from 
the central Branch, when added to the perfect One, 
made a perfect seven. Alone they would have been 
but six which is man's number and short of per-
fection. It is only in Christ that there is anything 
precious or fruitful in man. It is only as we are 
joined to Christ, receiving our life and loveliness 
from Him, that glory to God will be accomplished 
in men. The candlestick in the Tabernacle was 
one united vessel of glory and worth setting forth 
in type the union of Christ and His people in the 
presence of God. 

What a day of unmixed joy to the Redeemer and 
to the redeemed, when this pictured purpose of our 
God is realized! When Christ and His people are 
revealed in heaven as one in "the holy Jerusalem" 
(Rev. 21:10), "having the glory of God: and her 
light like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal" (Rev. 21 :11) ; what 
a revelation of the triumph of the grace of God 
that will be! Then shall God be fully known, and 
then praise and thanksgiving, such as He is infinitely 
wortny of, shall rise to Him from the lips of the 
redeemed. Well may our hopeful hearts say, "Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20). 

When Bezaleel looked at that one talent of pure 
gold he could see in it the perfect candlestick. It 
was all complete and perfect in his mind. So before 
the ages God's great purpose of Christ and His 
Church was in His mind. These purposes were all 
in Christ Jesus before the world began. They are 
even now revealed in His Word so we can know 
the secrets of His heart. 

Predestination 

"For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
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called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified" 
(Rom. 8:29, 30). 

"According as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love. Having pre-
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will" (Eph. 1:4-5). 

"Christ also loved the church, and gave him-
self for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word. That he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing: but 
that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 
5:25-27). 

How wonderfully all this is illustrated in the 
Tabernacle and its vessels! As the hammer in the 
wise and able hand of Bezaleel patiently formed the 
golden masterpiece, so the Holy Spirit of God is 
now forming, by His faultless working, the Church 
of Christ, which is formed out of Him, as well 
as for Him. Wat a glorious mystery this is I "How 
unsearchable are [God's] judgments, and his ways 
past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33). 

The Oil for the Light 

"And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that 
they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, 
to cause the lamp to burn always. In the tabernacle of 
the congregation without the veil, which is before the 
testimony. Aaron and his sons shall order it from 
evening to morning before the Lord: it shall be a 
statute forever unto their generations on the behalf 
of the children of Israel" (Exod. 27:20-21). 

The crushing of the olives in the olive-press would 
typify the sufferings of Christ from the hand of 
God. The beating of the olives would rather 
typify His sufferings from the hands of men. It 
is these latter sufferings that are oil for our lamps. 
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It was the way our Lord reacted to the indignities 
He endured from Jew and Gentile that show us 
how we too should act when the world hates us. 
Our light shines by manifesting the same spirit and 
by our committing ourselves to God in our per-
secutions. 

When Peter by the Spirit tells us of the sufferings 
of Christ that are an example for us, he writes, 
"Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that we should follow His steps . . . who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously" (I Pet. 2:21-23). 

This was the beating of the lovely olives that is 
oil for our light. If our light shines before men 
it is by the copying of this perfect example of our 
Lord. The persecutions of the saints „of God do 
not quench the light, they make the lamps to burn 
more brightly. The brightest days of the Church's 
testimony, have been the days of her severest suf-
ferings. 

Removing Hindrances 

If we would let our light shine in this dark world, 
it must be by the removing of hindrances. Beds and 
bushels hide and hinder the light (Mark 4:21). 
"Let your light so shine before men" (Matt. 5:16). 
It will shine if you do not hinder it. Give it a 
chance; put it on a candlestick. Hold it up where 
people can see it. It is the very nature of light to 
shine out. If God has shone in (II Cor.  4:6), 
you let the light shine out. Beds and bushels are 
still the greatest hindrances; too much sleeping and 
idleness in the things of God; too much care and 
anxiety to use the bushel in the things of worldly 
prosperity. Take away that_which makes the lamps 
smoke; „put into the soul That which makes the 
lartt.—!:burn, and the testimony will soon be bright 
again; 
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His Grace Sufficient 

That God's grace is sufficient in every exigency 
is witnessed by this extract from a letter : 

It is about fifteen years since I last saw you, so I 
appreciated your letter all the more. I have had a heavy 
cross to carry, but I am glad to tell you that His grace 
has been sufficient for me at every step of the way. At 
first I was somewhat rebellious, for I had great plans 
for the future. Many souls were turning to the Lord 
in all parts of the field, and I looked forward to the 
time when I should have the privilege of baptizing 
thousands. 

I had said, "Lord, let me be Thy servant, filled with 
Thy Spirit, giving all my thought, all my energy and 
my life for Thee." And He answered me. But instead 
of letting me serve Him as I had planned to do, He 
suddenly took me away from the work for ever. As I 
lay in the hospital in England, when the brat horror 
of the final outcome was upon me, I thought sometimes 
that the Lord had forgotten and forsaken me, that He 
had hidden His face from me, but it was not so. The 
more sorrow I have had to hear, the easier it has become, 
and now I am rejoicing in my Saviour every hour. I 
know the time cannot now be long before I shall be 
with Him, but while I am in the body I cannot keep 
still. I must testify; I must tell of His great love for 
me, and I have written a paper to be read at the Mis-
sionary Conference in India, on "Filling Full Our 
Place in Life." 

You ask how I am. I have lost my eyesight now 
and my voice; I have no feet or ankles; no arms; but 
my heart is far from dead. I still feel, and long, and 
sympathize. I still yearn for the extension of Christ's 
kingdom on earth as much as I ever did. I cannot read 
or write, but the kind sisters in charge of the hospital 
come and read to me and write for me, as I can find 
means to dictate to them. I have everything I need, and 
could not be more comfortable were I in my own home. 
While I live I expect to prepare others for India . 	. 
And though I am slowly dying, I must keep on doing 
something to help on the Redeemer's kingdom when I 
have passed beyond. 

I know you will remember me in your prayers, that 
I may be humble and patient, and faithful to the end. 
I have no doubts in these days, and if I had my voice 
I should be singing all the day long. Sometimes I feel 
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so happy that I long to go to my heavenly home and 
be with "my Beloved" for ever. 

May the God of all comfort comfort you, and grant 
you Hie grace, filing you with the sunshine of His 
presence, so that day by day you will be transformed 
into His likeness from glory to glory, is the prayer of 

Your brother in Christ's Kingdom, 

JOHN E. awls (Missionary to the Telugus) 

(Is now with bin Beloved.) 

A missionary writing from Manchuria tells of 
seeing displayed by a Standard Oil Depot there the 
ambitious slogan: "Get the Light to Every Dark 
Corner of the World." Is there not in this a rebuke 
and challenge to the people of God? The fact 
confronts us that throughout Asia and Africa are 
found multitudes of towns and villages lighted 
with the kerosene oil of the West, hut without the 
light of the saving Gospel of Christ. 

Ot A A 

THE ALTAR OF INCENSE 
"Because of the savour of thy good ointments, thy 

name is 36 ointment poured forth" (Song of Sol. I:1). 
"And there was given unto him much incense, that 

he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon 
the golden altar which was before the throne. And 
the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers 
of the saints, ascended up before God out of the 
angels hand" (Rev. 8:3-4). 

TR" 
golden altar in the holy place was, for incense, 

not for sacrifice. The brazen altar of the court 
of the Tabernacle was for "atonement" sacrifices 
(Lev. 1:4), and represented Christ our "burnt-
offering" at Calvary. The golden attar was for the 
fragrant incense and represented Christ in heaven 
where He ever lives to make intercession for us 
(Pleb. 7 :25). 
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The Measurements 

The height of this altar was two cubits; while 

its length and breadth were equal, and measured 

one cubit each. Being two cubits high the incense 

altar was higher than the mercy seat. This would 

signify that the intercession of our Lord for us with 

the Father (I John 2:1-2) was above His work 

of propitiation. There was not only a mercy seat, 

there was intercession and acceptance above it. The 

mercy seat and this altar of sweet incense were 

united, for the blood of the sin-offering was put 

upon the horns of it to sanctify it (Exod. 30:10; 

Lev. 16:18-19). Thus the blood of the sin-offering 

was the ground upon which the sweet fragrance 

could ascend up before God. To have an inter-

cessor we must first have an offering for sin. To 

know the Lord Jesus as an Advocate we mist first 

know Him as Saviour. When we do know the 

meaning of the mercy seat and of the precious 

blood upon it, then we also have an incense altar 

of precious gold that is even higher than the seat 

of mercy, for Christ in heaven for us provides an 

acceptance that is far beyond the showing of mercy 

to the sinful and vile. There is acceptance for us 

in glory in all the fragrant preciousness of "the 

Beloved." Thus the incense altar was higher than 

the mercy seat. 

The Altar Foursquare 

The altar is said to be "four-square" (Exod. 

30:2), the four sides are of equal length. There 

is again the thought of four and of equality in the 

four ingredients of the incense which were also of 

equal weight. That which was more difficult to ob-

tain of the spices could not be less in quantity than 

the more common, all must he equal in weight 

(Exod. 30:34-38). This might also suggest that the 

acceptance of those for whom the Lord Jesus was 
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an intercessor was all the same. "They shall come from the east, from the west, from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God" (Luke 13:29) ; those from the east who heard the Gospel first will not have a more perfect acceptance than those who came later from the west. The four might also imply that from whichever of the Gospel standpoints you look at the Lord Jesus, He is just as needful and just as perfect. Mark's presentation of the Servant is just as necessary and just as fragrant as John's presentation of the Son of God. All sides of the altar were equal, and the weights of the four blended spices were equal also. 
Linked with the Altar of Burnt Offering 

The altar of incense was linked with the altar of burnt offering every morning and every evening when the priests took coals from the brazen altar to burn the incense on this golden altar (Exod. 30:7). The sweet savor of the incense was directly connected with the sweet savor of the burnt-offering (Lev. 1:9) ; the coals of the one caused the burning and the fragrance of the other. 
The savor of what our Lord was in His life ascended in all its fulness before God in His death. The fire of God at Calvary together with all the wickedness of men only increased the fragrance of all the lovely characteristics of grace and truth, of mercy and love, from our Lord in the hours of His deepest agony. 

Linked with the Ark 
The altar of incense was linked with the ark of the covenant when on the great day of atonement the high priest carried coals and incense from the golden altar into the most holy place, placing it be-side the ark of the covenant (Lev. 16:12-13; Heb. 9:4). It has already been shown how the incense altar was linked with the sin-qffering also on the 
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day of atonement (Lev. 16:18-19). In this way 

all the vessels of the Tabernacle, and all the min-
istries connected with those vessels, are united into 

one great whole. These are all parts of one great 

revelation of the Saviour and His salvation. 

The Materials 

The two materials of the altar of incense were 
the same as the materials of the ark and of the 

table, etc. They were shittim wood and gold. The 
wood of the wilderness was completely covered with 

precious gold. This "shittim wood" is said to be 
translated uniformly in the Septuagint "incorruptible 

wood" It represents the holy humanity of our 

Lord
. 
 Jesus; the gold suggests His deity. 

The bars that carried the altar of incense in its 
wilderness wanderings with the people of God were 

made of the same materials. These bars were part 

of the altar and not to be forgotten in the considera-
tion of the typical meaning of it. The bars to carry 

the vessel plainly associated it with the earthly pil-
grimage of God's people. It is in this wilderness 

we need the ministrations of an intercessor, and it 
is here that our God has provided Him for us. All 

through our life of failure and sin we have "an ad-
vocate withthe Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" 

LL John 2:1); this Advocate is not only the Right-
eous One, He is also the Beloved One (Eph. 1:6). 
Our Lord's ministry answering to the incense altar 

is performed in heaven (Rom. 8:34) ; its duration )   

is forever (Heb. 7:25), and it is with "the Father" 

(I John 2:1). Thus we are not only secured be-
fore God in perfect righteousness, we are represented 

"with the Father" in all the fragrance of the Son 
of His love. 

The Crown of the Altar 

In common with the ark of the covenant and 

with the table of shewbread, the incense altar had 
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its (.'crown_ of gold round about" (Exod. 30:3). 
This'erowe suggests the royal authority in which 
these typical provisions of the incense altar are pre-
served. It was "a crown of gold" that kept the coals 
and incense from being scattered or falling from 
the altar. The directions for the march of the camp 
of Israel are contained in Numbers, chapter four: 
there is no mention there of removing the coals or 
incense from this altar. While the incense altar 
was carried over the rough and sandy desert on 
the shoulders of the priests, the fragrant incense 
continued to burn and its smoke to ascend toward 
heaven. Then the crown was specially needed to 
keep the coals and the incense together on the altar. 
No matter how rough our way, and no matter how 
our feet may stumble in the path, all the children 
of God have, continually, an unbroken and un-
wavering memorial before God, in the incense held 
together by the crown of purest gold. It simply 
means that no discouragements or murmurings "be-
cause of the way" ever affect the fragrance of that 
people before God; though they may affect the 
governmental dealings of God with them in dis-
cipline and love. 

One has suggested that the crown on the ark 
might suggest, "His mercy endureth forever"; on 
the crown which held the shewbread on the table 
might have been inscribed, "Now in the presence 
of God for us"; and on that around the incense 
altar, "He ever liveth to make intercession for us." 

The Incense 
EXODUS 30:34-38 

"Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, 
and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure frankin-
cense: of each there shall be like weight: . . 
tempered together." The only clue to the identi-
fication of these first three of the spices is the 
meaning of the words. 
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Stacie. This word means "to distill." The speaker 
in Deuteronomy 32 says, "My speech shall distill 
as the dew" (v. 2). In the Song of Solomon the 
bridegroom says of the bride, "Thy lips, 0 my 
spouse, drop as the honeycomb" (4:11). This was 
pre-eminently true of the Lord Himself: His words 
were as refreshing as the dew, and as sweet as the 
honey and the honeycomb. 

Onycha. This word indicates a "finger nail," and 
seems to be a shell fish that resembled a finger nail 
in appearance. These shells were crushed and made 
into a powder that had a most precious fragrance. 
Out of the great depths these shells came; out of 
the deep waters. Nails may be the beauty of fingers; 
the beauty of the fingers of our Lord was the kind-
ness and love He showed out of His deep sympathy 
and mercy in His deeds of faithfulness and grace. 

Galbanum. This was a "gum" from a tree said 
to be of bitter taste and rather disagreeable odor by 
itself, but when compounded with the others gave 
strength to the fragrance. The truth of our Lord's 
words was often bitter to scribes and Pharisees; 
sometimes even to His own His words seemed severe 
or hard to understand. Truth as well as grace was 
mingled in all the words and deeds of our Lord. 
Even His enemies said, "Master, we know that thou 
art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, 
neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest 
not the person of men" (Matt. 22:16). 

Frankincense. The trees that yielded the frankin-
cense are said often to grow on almost a bare rock. 
This tree yielded so much where there seemed so 
little to support it. This was like Him who was 
as "a root out of a dry ground." The color of the 
frankincense was white; this again suggested holi-
ness. When the frankincense was burned it was 
specially fragrant. The Son of God was the One 
in whom the Father was ever well pleased during 
His life; but in His death when those fires descended 
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into His bones (Lam. 1:13 ). He was in a special 
way "a sweet savour unto the Lord." 

It is easy to see how infinitely God is absorbed 
with Christ when all these manifold parts of the 
Tabernacle and its services speak so beautifully of 
Him. May our hearts be so devoted to His person 
that, like Mary, we betake ourselves often to His 
feet to hear His words, that we may taste even 
now the joy and the refreshing of learning of Him. 

THE ARK 
EXODUS 25:10-22; 37:1-9 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16). 

Its Construction 

THE same two materials that were used in the 
making of the incense altar and the table were 

used in the ark of the covenant. It was shittim wood 
covered inside and outside with fine gold. It was 
the wood that did not corrupt, covered with the 
precious metal that would not rust. The gold in 
its unchanged beauty spoke of the deity of Christ; 
the wood that once grew in the shittim tree telis us 
of the unstained humanity of our Lord. Our Re-
deemer was He "Whose goings forth have been 
of old, from everlasting" (Micah 5:2) ; and yet it 
was He who "increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man" (Luke 2:52). 

The Dimensions 

The dimensions of the ark were: two and a half 
cubits long, one and a half cubits wide, and one 
and a half cubits high. Thus the ratio of the num- 
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bers are five, three, and three. Five as said before 

is the number that is written on us because of our 

five senses. Righteousness in the linen fence of the 

court was against us, that fence was five cubits 

high. Righteousness was between us and God be-

cause of what we were in our members. But the 

altar of burnt offering was five cubits in length and 

five cubits in breadth, suggesting that the sacrifice 

there was God's provision to meet our need. The 
three half cubits in the height and breadth of the 
ark of the covenant speak of the triune God who 
Himself provided the ark and mercy seat. In the 
altar of burnt offering also, the numbers are five 
and three. Three, the revelation of what God is; 
five, the revelation orwhiat I am. These two vessels 
Of the Tabernacle, the altar of burnt offering with 
its sacrifice, and the ark of the covenant, with its 
mercy seat, combine the thought of me and my need, 
with the thought of God and His provision. 

Staves and Rings 

The very explicit instructions that the staves were 

to be in the rings of the ark and not taken from it, 
shows the continuous identification of the ark with 
Israel in all their wanderings. It was a pilgrim ark 
while they were a pilgrim people. The staves must 
never be withdrawn. 

It was in the wilderness with its trials and its 

failures that the mercy seat was needed by the 
people of God ; those staves to bear the ark were 
the assurance that the mercy seat would ever be 
with them. What a gracious provision that was! 
Some people today who do not know themselves 

blindly imagine that they do not need a mercy seat. 
Strangers do not have to penetrate into the secret 

imaginations of the hearts of these people to know 
they need a mercy seat! it is apparent to others in 

their daily lives, but they themselves have so deceived 
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themselves that they profess to believe that now 
they never sin at all. God who knew His people 
knew that they needed a mercy seat, always, wher-
ever they might be, and so He provided an ark 
with staves and rings that the "propitiation" might 
ever be with them. The candlestick had no staves; 
the candlestick will have its perfect fulfillment when 
the wilderness is over and Christ and His saints 
are manifest as one in glory. But the ark was for 
a wilderness people. 

The "Crown" of the Ark 
if 

. . and shalt make upon it a crown of gold 
round about" (Exod. 25:11). 

The precious blood sprinkled on the mercy seat 
spoke of the death of Christ; but the crown of 
gold at the top of the ark, spoke of-His resurrection. 

The only crown our Lord wore when here was 
the crown of thorns ( John 19:2) ; _in. resurrection, 
God His Father has crowned Him with "glory 
and honour" (Heti. 2:9). 

The Cherubim 

The first place in the Bible that cherubim are 
mentioned is in Genesis 3:24. The cherubim there 
have a flaming sword between them; on the mercy 
seat they have the precious blood between them. 
This is what redemption has wrought. The flaming 
sword that kept the way of the tree of life pierced 
the heart of the Shepherd of the sheep (Zech. 13:7), 
and made a way of peace and life for us (Heh, 
10:19-22). It may have been a suggestion of all 
tEcsWre7i in the empty sepulchre of our Lord, Mary 
Magdalene saw "two angels in white sitting, one at 
the head, and the other at the feet, where the body 
of Jesus had lain" (hhn 20:12). Between these 
two heavenly beings theYbi1aod stained garments of 
our Lord were lying. These two holy angels with 
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the precious blood between them in an empty grave 
seemed to say: Now the antitype of the mercy seat 
has come; here the ark of the covenant with its 
mercy seat above is fulfilled. 

The cherubim or seraphim are seen in Isaiah 6:1-7 
in the presence of God; in the presence also of an 
altar and of an accepted sacrifice. When the prophet 
cries, "Woe is me for I am undone," immediately 
one of the seraphim flies with a live coal, which he 
had taken with the tongs from the altar, and with 
it touched the lips of Isaiah, saying, "Lo, this bath 
touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy sin purged" (Isa. 6:7). If cherubim are 
the guardians of God's throne as so many think, 
then it is striking that these heavenly beings applied 
mercy and cleansing to the humiliated prophet. Grace 
is in the light of the throne of God (Rom. 5 :21). 
Salvation is according to the righteousness of God 
(Rom. 3:21). 

In Revelation 5:8-9 the cherubim or "living crea-
tures" are seen again in proximity to the throne of 
God. There with the redeemed they worship. It 
is the presence of "the Lamb" in the midst of the 
throne that causes these exalted beings to bend in 
glad exultation before God. The cherubim belong 
to God's throne and they delight in redemption by 
blood. 

In Revelation 20:11, the throne of God is seen 
without cherubim and without a mercy seat; then 
the wicked dead are arraigned before the dread 
tribunal of justice; the books are opened, and "who- 
soever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:15). 

Why Was the Ark of Covenant Made? 

"At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee 
two table' of atone like unto the first, and come up 
unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of 
wood: And I will write on the tables the words that 
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were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou 
shalt put them in the ark. And I made an ark of 
shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like 
unto the first, and went up into the mount, having 
the two tables in mine hand. And he wrote on the 
tables, according to the first writing, the ten com-
mandments, which the Lord spice unto you in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire, in the day of the 
assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me. And I 
turned myself and came down from the mount, and 
put the tables in the ark which I had made: and there 
they be as the Lord commanded me" (Dent. 10:1-5). 

These verses show that the special reason the ark 
was constructed was to receive the second two tables 
of stone on which were written the ten command-
ments. The first two tables were broken by Moses 
because the first and great commandment was broken 
by the people when they made the golden calf and 
worshipped it. The ark of the covenant with its blood 
sprinkled mercy seat was the way in type that a holy 
God could still show grace to a sinful and unre-
liable people. As soon as the ten commandments 
were written the second time Moses hurriedly put 
them into that gold-covered, blood-sprinkled vessel, 
called the ark of the covenant. In that holy retainer 
the law was safe; under the blood-sprinkled mercy 
seat, the curse of the law did not smite the people 
who looked to the blood for peace. Christ is our 
propitiation, our mercy seat (I John-2'1-2); the 
law OT -Cod was in His heart (Ps. 40:8), there it 
was magnified and kept. The One who kept the 
law has become a mercy seat for us. Our Lord not 
only kept the law perfectly, as the tables were pre-
served unbroken in the ark, He actually redeemed 
us from the curse of the law being made a curse 
for us (Gal. 3:13). This is part of the picture 
stotYbribe tables of stone in the ark of the covenant 
covered by a blood-sprinkled mercy seat. These fore-
shadowings are referred to continuously in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 
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What Was in the Ark 

"The ark of the covenant overlaid round about with 

gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, 

and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the 

covenant" (Heb. 9:4). 

ach of these three things that were said to be 
in the ark, carried with it a memorial of Israel's sin. 

(1) "The tables of the covenant." It was Israel's 
sin of idolatry in the golden calf that necessitated 
these second tables of the law, the first having been 

broken. 
"And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto 

the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: 

and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables 

og.t of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount" 

(Exod. 32:19). 

(2) "The golden pot that had manna." Before 
the manna came, the people murmured in unbelief 
about dying in the wilderness, and about graves in 
Egypt. They thought God would starve them in 

the desert. 
"And the whole congregation of the children of 

Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. And the children of Israel said unto them, 

Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lord 

in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, 

and when we did eat bread to the full! for ye have 

brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this 

whole assembly with hunger" (Exod. 16:2-3). 

(3) "Aaron's rod that budded." The downright 

rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram caused the 

testing by the rods as to whom the services of 
the priesthood belonged. God had chosen Aaron to 
be the priest, and the opposition of these princes 
was rebellion against Him. (See Numbers 17 :1-13.) 

The buds, the blossoms and the almonds on 
Aaron's rod were the witnesses that the priesthood 
was given to him by God. The rod in the ark was 
a memorial of the rebellion of Korah, as well as 

a memorial of the priesthood of Aaron. In the ark 
these was a testimony to 'the fact of the people's 
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murmuring and unbelief, of their idolatry and shame, 
and also of their rebellion against His authority. 
Thank God the mercy seat covered all. 

It is a striking commentary upon the grace of our 
God, and what that grace can do, to notice that 
the sons of the rebel Korah became the singers of 
the Psalms in the temple of the Lord. (See the 
titles to Psalms 42 to 49.) 

The Journeys of the Ark 
The first time the ark of the Lord is seen journey-

ing is in Numbers 10:33-36, when it goes before 
them in the three days' journey to search out a 
resting-place for them. It was another three days' 
journey in figure when the ark led the way through 
the waters of Jordan (Josh. 3 :2; 3 :15-17). This 
was the completion of the three days' journey. On 
the other side of Jordan the ark found a resting 
place for Israel. 

It would take too long to follow the ark of the 
testimony to Gilgal, to Shiloh, to Ashdod, to Beth-
Shemesh, to Kirjath-Jearim, to the house of Obed-
Edom and to Jerusalem. 

After the days of David, Solomon built God a 
house; then the ark of God found its resting-place. 
"And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the 
house, into the most holy place, even under the 
wings of the cherubims. . . . And they drew out 
the staves of the ark, that the ends of the staves 
were seen from the ark before the oracle; but they 
(were not seen without. And there it is unto this 
day" (II Chron. 5:7,9). 

Thus shall it be with us when wilderness wander-
ings are all over, and when the rest of God shall 
have come. The staves will be drawn out, for 
glorified saints will never need a mercy seat again. 
Even then the ends of the staves will be seen "from 
the ark"; God's wilderness provision will never be 
forgotten even when it is needed no longer. 
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Helpful Books by Peter J. Pell 

This 200 page hook has been very popular in Bible Class work 
and has been translated into Spanish and several African languages 
for use in missionary work. These studies were originally prepared 
as weekly Bible Class lessons for young believers, covering the 
period of one year. Questions follow each study. Cloth bound. 

Price, $2.00 

HEBREWS — The author of these notes has been studying and 
preaching and writing en Hebrews for many years. The 
studies have been printed in Help and Food, Light and Lib-
erty and Assembly Annals. The book also includes "gathered 
gleanings" from the writings of others. 1.1.2 pages. Price $2.00 

FIRST SAMUEL — These studies were written in response to a 
suggestion made by Mr, Harold St. John, and have been 
printed serially in the Uplook, Light and Liberty, and 
Words of Love. Appreciated in this way the ready response 
to the volume of 262 pages was not unexpected. Price $2.00 

DANIEL—These studies on the Book of Daniel are the substance 
of addresses delivered in various assemblies by the author. 
They appeared first in print in "Words of Faith," and were 
helpful to many. 56 pages. 	 Price $ .60 

Gospel Folio Press, Box 2041, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49501 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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